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think  and  how  to  fed,  except  when  I  have  pwiaon  to  nppre- 
hend  that  considerations  which  I  think  important  will  be  over* 
looketl.  If  these  exceptional  cases  arc  found  to  occur  always 
or  mostly  when  I  have  some  thin  [^  to  suggest  in  Bacon's  l>c* 
half,  seldom  or  never  when  the  danger  lies  in  the  opposite 
direction,  and  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  a  fault  will  bo 
oyerlooked  or  condoned,  it  does  not  follow  that  they  are  par* 
tially  selected.  The  case  against  Ikicon  has  been  set  forth  by 
the  abh*st  advocates  in  the  most  determined  spirit  of  advo- 
cacy. Scarcely  a  point  which  could  be  made  a  ground  of  cen- 
sure has  been  missed,  and  the  result  of  the  discussion  hitherto 
has  been  the  creation  of  a  general  disposition  to  think  the 
worst  of  him  in  every  passage  of  his  active  life.  A  question- 
able  action  of  his  which  had  the  least  chance  of  being  gene- 
rally regarded  more  favourably  than  it  deserved  to  be,  I  do 
not  think  I  have  yet  met  with.  If  I  argue  against  the  unfa- 
vourable opinion  and  not  against  the  favourable,  it  is  because 
I  argue  against  the  opinion  which  I  think  unjust ;  and  in  the 
very  few  cases  in  which  the  general  opinion  of  Bacon's  con- 
duct as  a  man  and  a  politician  has  been  favourable,  I  have 
not  thought  it  unjust. 

In  speaking  of  '  the  reader,'  I  have  hitherto  been  thinking 
of  the  average  reader, — such  a  one  as  one's  self.  For  those  of 
a  higher  order,  who  already  know  more  about  all  these  things 
than  I  can  tell  them,  and  ask  for  nothing  but  Bacon's  own 
writings  in  a  correct  text,  I  have  made  a  special  and  (as  I 
thought)  a  sufficient  provision.  Whatever  I  believe  to  be  Ba- 
con's own,  and  nothing  but  what  I  believe  to  be  Bacon's  pwn, 
is  printed  in  a  larger  type  than  the  rest,  and  entered  in  the 
table  of  contents  in  capitals.  The  amingement  was  fully  ex- 
plained in  the  preface  to  the  first  volume,  and  I  should  not 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  mention  it  again,  were  it  not  that 
in  one  of  the  ablest,  gravest,  most  thoughtful,  and  most  judi- 
cious notices  of  my  book  that  I  have  seen,  I  find  the  writer 
complaining  of  the  trouble  he  has  found  ''  in  picking  out  what 
he  wants  amid  the  mass  of  comments  which  separate  one 
paper  from  another :"  his  want  being  "  to  have  only  what  is 
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Bacon's  bcforo  liim/'  Now  nobody  who  can  read  finds  any 
trouble  in  distinguishing  small  pica  from  long  primer.  If  ho 
wishes  to  see  only  what  is  Bacon's,  he  lias  only  to  refrain 
from  reading  anything  which  is  not  in  small  pica,  and  hia 
trouble  will  consist  in  turning  over  the  leaves.  If  that  is  too 
much,  the  capitals  in  the  table  of  contents  will  show  him  at  a 
glance  all  the  pages  wliich  contain  anything  of  Bacon's  own, 
and  ho  can  go  to  them  at  once  without  so  much  as  turning  over 
the  other  leaves.  More  than  this  I  cannot  do  for  him  with- 
out manifest  injustice  to  his  weaker  brethren,  for  whom,  as 
being  presumably  in  the  same  condition  in  which  I  was  myself 
when  I  began,  I  have  a  fellow  feeling.  It  is  true  that  the 
work  is  constructed  on  the  supposition  that  both  the  comment 
and  the  text  will  be  read ;  nor  do  I  regard  any  one  who  skips 
either  the  one  or  the  other  as  having  read  the  book  or  qualified 
himself  to  criticize  it;  but  certainly  nothing  can  bo  easier 
than  to  read  all  that  is  Bacon's  without  looking  at  anything 
that  is  mine,  or  all  that  is  mine  without  looking  at  anything 
that  is  Bacon's. 

Another  and  a  very  dificrcnt  critic,  who  complains  of  ''  the 
absence  of  the  man,  Francis  Bacon,  from  the  scene,"  will,  I 
hope,  profit  by  the  same  information.  If  he  will  take  the 
trouble  to  read  some  of  the  larger  type,  he  will  find  that  tho 
man,  Francis  Bacon,  is  the  principal  person  in  every  scene 
throughout  the  work,  and  that  tho  business  of  the  smaller 
print  is  only  to  prepare  the  reader  for  his  entrance.  Wherever 
he  sees  small  pica  he  may  be  sure  that  Bacon  himself  is  there, 
in  a  much  more  authentic  shape  than  either  he  or  I  could  pre- 
sent him  in ;  that  he  is  there  in  his  own  person,  speaking  in 
his  own  words.  ^ 

There  are  some  cases  also  in  which,  though  he  is  not  speak- 
ing, he  may  be  regarded  as  really  present, — cases  in  which 
writings  have  been  popularly  ascribed  to  him  which  were  not 
his.  Of  this  kind  is  the  discuRsion  of  the  famous  letter  to  Sir 
Edward  Coke  upon  his  loss  of  office  (pp.  121-131);  which  is 
the  fulfilment  of  a  promise  made  by  mo  in  a  former  volume  to 
justify  tho  opinion  there  expressed — ^namely  that  nobody  could 
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LETTERS  AND  LIFE  OF  FMNCIS  BACON, 


BOOK  VI. 

CHAPTER   I. 
A.D.  1G16.    July-August,    ^ctat.  66. 

1. 

"Staple  (Stapuhm),"  mljh  Cowdl,  in  his  < Interpreter/  "significth 
this  or  that  town  or  city,  whither  the  merchants  of  England  bj  com- 
mon order  or  comroaudmcnt  did  carry  their  wools,  wool  fells,  cloathsi, 
lead  and  tin,  and  such  like  commodities  of  our  land,  for  tho  utters 
ance  of  them  by  the  great/*     These  towns  were  provided  with  tri- 
bunals for  the  regulation  of  the  trade ;  and  the  privilege,  which  was 
conferred  at  the  pleasure  of  the  crown  by  letters  patent,  had  been 
"in  times  past,"  says  Coke,  "so  renowned  and  bcneOcial,  as  it  en- 
riched every  place  where  it  was  holden,  and  it  was  commonly  said 
that  riclicH  fulluwed  the  Staple.**  ^    Ireland  had  at  this  time  only 
four  such  towns,  all  in  the  south ;  and  u|)on  complaint  made  that 
"great  quantities  of  wools  were  exported  out  of, that  realm  into 
foreign  parts,  to  tho  exceeding  prejudice  of  the  clothing  of  thiti 
kingdom,"  directions  were  given  hy  the  Council  to  Chichester,  St. 
Jolin,  and  others  "  to  consider  as  well  of  such  ports  in  the  realm  of 
Ireland  from  whence  only  wools  should  bo  shipped  int<}  England,  as 
also  of  such  ports  in  England  to  which  only  the  wools  of  Irelanik 
should  be  brought.*'    This  was  accordingly  done ;  and  certain  places 
having  been  recommended  by  then>  for  erection  into  Staple  Towns, 
"forasmuch  as  the  business  was  of  great  consequence  and  bad 
relation  to  matter  of  law,**  it  was  thought  necessary  before  pro- 
ceeding further  to  consult  the  Attorney  Gkneral.    The  report  was 

*  Inttit.,— part  iii.  e.  46. 
VOL.  VI.  B 


1^ 


2  liETTEBS  AND  LIFE  OF  FAANCI8  BiCOH.  [Cha     I. 

acoordingljr  referred  to  Bacon  on  the  13th  of  Julj  1610,  who  on  the  ) 

22nd  retumed  the  foHowiug  certificiite. 


Mr.  Attorney's  CERTivicAtte  touciiino  thk  Wools  or 

Ireland.' 

According  to  your  Lps  reference  of  the  13th  of  this  instant 
July,  I  have  considered  of  tlic  certificate  of  the  Lord  Chichester, 
the  lionl  Deputy  of  Ireland,  Alderman  Cockainc,  and  George 
Lowe,  concerning  restraint  of  ex|x>rtation  of  wools,  woollen 
yam,  etc.  out  of  Ireland  into  foreign  imrts.  And  I  do  approve 
the  said  certificntc  with  the  explanations,  alterations,  and  provi- 
sions followin«^. 

1.  First,  that  the  five  Towns  named  in  the  certificate  as 
staple  towns  in  England  be  not  understood  to  receive  any  new 
charters  or  privileges  of  staple,  i^it  only  ])C  undcratood  to  l)c 
towns  correspondent  for  the  receiving  of  wools,  etc.  out  of  the 
staple  towns  of  Ireland,  without  any  other  novelty. 

2.  Secondly,  that  whereas  of  the  eight  towns  of  Ireland  men- 
tioued  in  the  certificate,  four  of  them  are  hncicnt  staple  towns, 
viz. :  Dublin,  U'aterford,  Corke,  Drof/heda,  and  one  is  made 
a  staple  town  by  a  late  charter  from  his  Majesty,  vis. :  Lim- 
brlckfy  and  three  are  not  yet  erected  to  he  staple  towns,  viz. : 
Gaiitoay,  KnockffrguB,  and  London  Deny;  it  is  fit  that  the 
three  towns  which  have  yet  no  charter  of  staples,  have  chartci-s 
to  erect  them  into  staple  towns  only  for  these  commodities. 
And  it  is  convenient  also  that  the  four  otlier  ancient  staple 
towns,  and  Lhnbricke,  either  by  accepting  of  new  charters  or 
otlicrwisc  by  order  of  the  Council  of  State  there,  be  reduced  to 
be  conform  unto  the  orders  which  shall  now  be  prescribed  for 

the  staple,  to  the  end  there  may  be  one  uniform  course  held  in  i 

all  the  eight  towns. 

3.  Thirdly,  that  the  orders  and  privileges  of  all  the  said  char- 
ters be  considered  of  and  framed  here  in  England,  and  also  the 
cliarters  thereupon  to  pass  here. 

4«  Fourthly,  that  whereas  part  of  the  commodities  men- 
tioned in  the  said  certificate  arc  expressly  forbidden  by  the  sta- 
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ttttct  of  Ireland  to  be  exported,  vis. :  wools  and  woolfclU ;  and 
part  of  them  are  doubtful  whether  they  be  oomprcheudod  in 
the  statutes  or  no«  vis. :  morlins,  sherlings,^  lamb-skinsy  and 
woollen  yam ;  'twere  very  fit  there  were  a  general  prodamation 
for  the  restraint  of  the  exportation  of  all  those  partienlars,  as 
well  for  the  eorroboration  of  the  law  where  it  is  elear  as  for  the 
supply  of  the  same  where  it  is  doubtful ;  and  so  the  orders  of 
the  staple  to  work  equally  uiion  all. 

5.  Fifthly,  whereas  it  is  mentioned  in  the  eertifieatc  that  if 
the  four  ancient  towns  shall  refuse  the  roeeption  of  ai>y  of  his 
Ma*'**  subjects  into  their  society,  then  my  L.  Deputy  to  transfer 
the  staple  of  wool,  etc.  to  such  other  four  towns  as  his  Lonlship 
shall  think  fit ;  This  is  to  lie  understood  that  in  case  of  such 
refusal  the  town  refusing  shall  1)e  excluded  of  the  benefit  of  the 
nou  obstante  or  privilege  to  ex]K>rt ;  for  otherwise  that  that  they 
have  already  by  charter  cannot  be  transferred.  And  the  like  I 
would  wish  to  be  done  if  they  will  not  conform  themselves  to 
the  King's  onler  for  the  staple  of  wools. 

G.  Lastly,  all  the  staple  towns  must  have  in  their  charters  a 
non  obstante  of  the  statutes  mode  against  the  exportation  of 
wools,  etc*  as  well  such  os  make  it  felony  as  otherwise.  And 
also  the  forfeiture  which  by  statute  is  given  to  the  towns  must  be 
released. 

There  would  be  also  good  care  taken  that  the  fine  of  the  ad- 
mittance into  the  staplers'  company  Ixs  not  great,  and  that  none 
come  in  but  merchants. 

Pa.  Bacon. 

July  22a.  161G. 

Of  the  proceedings  taken  in  pursuance  of  this  certineatc  wo  shall 
hear  more  a  little  further  on. 


2. 


The  remoyal  of  Somerset  lefl  the  course  clear  for  the  gracing  of 
Villiers ;  and  that  wonderful  upward  career,  begun  so  early,  con- 
tinucd  so  long,  and  earned  with  so  little  effort  or  sacrifice  on  his 
own  part — for  it  seems  that  he  had  only  to  bo  himself  in  order  to  bo 
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SkorliHff  and  marling  teem  to  bo  words  to  diitinf^iUh  (ena  of  thrcp ;  at  if 
ithorl'ng  «]iould  xignif/  tlio  fella  after  tlie  flcocea  be  iliorn  off  tlic  ahecp  a  Hark, 
and  molrUg  the  fella  flcan  off  after  tliey  ba  killed  or  die  alone.*'— Cowoira  Inter- 
preter. 
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entirely  gracioua  in  the  rjet  of  a  king  whose  affection  and  bounty 
had  no  limit — Gommonced  at  onco.  His  ffret  honours  having  to 
pass  through  the  hands  of  the  Attorney  General,  the  history  of 
them  comes  naturally  before  us  in  the  following  letters,  which  en- 
able us  to  undentand  the  relations  between  him  and  Bacon  almost 
from  the  beginning  of  their  acquaintance,  and  require  little  or  no 
comment.  He  had  been  made  Muster  of  the  Horse  in  January, 
and  Knight  of  the  Garter  in  April.  In  July  he  had  received  a 
grant  of  the  manora  of  Whaddon  and  Nash,  and  the  park  and  chase 
of  Whaddoo,  in  Buckinghamsliire.  Sir  John  Boper*s  patent  for  the 
enrolment  of  pleas  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  (the  revenion  of 
which  had  been  held  by  Somerset,  see  Vol.  V.  p.  227)  was  to  be  his 
as  soon  as  it  came  into  the  King's  handi*.  And  he  was  now  to  be 
raised  to  the  peerage. 

To  THE  Kino's  Most  Excellent  Ma**^ 

It  may  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty, 

According  to  your  commandment  I  send  inclosed  the  pre- 
face to  the  Patent  of  Creation  of  Sir  George  Villicrs.  T  have 
not  used  any  glaring  terms,  but  drawn  it  according  to  your 
Majesty's  in^^trnctions,  and  the  note  which  thereupon  I  framed, 
and  your  ^LijcHty  allowed,  with  nomc  additions,  which  I  have 
innorted.  But  1  ho|)c  your  Majesty  will  1)c  pleased  to  correct 
and  parfitc  it.  Your  Majesty  will  l)e  also  pleased  to  remember, 
that  if  the  creation  shall  be  at  lloughford,  your  pleasure  and 
-  this  draught  be  sjKcdily  returned;  for  it  will  ask  a  sending  of 
tlic  bill  for  your  Majesty's  signature,  and  a  sending  back  of  the 
same  to  pass  the  seals,  and  a  sending  thereupon  of  the  patent 
itself:  so  it  must  twice  be  sent  up  and  down  before  the  day.  | 

God  evermore  preserve  your  Majesty. 

Your  Majesty's  most  devoted 

and  most  bounden  servant, 
28  July,  1616.  F».  Bacon.  I 

A  Lettee  prom  tue  Kino's  Attorney  General  to  the 
Master  op  the  Horse  upon  the  sending  op  his  bill  por 
Viscount.*    Aug.  6. 1616. 

Sir, 

I  send  you  the  bill  for  his  Majesty's  signature,  reformed 


•I 


*  Fortcaeue  Vwpen.    Original :  own  hand. 

*  Oibfon  Tnytn,  toI.  viii.  f.  4a    Fbir  oopj  in  the  lutnd  of  Meautyt. 
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according  to  his  Majesty's  amendments,  both  in  the  two  places 
(which  I  assure  you  were  both  altered  with  great  judgment)  and 
in  the  third  place  which  his  Majesty  termed  a  question  only. 
But  he  is  an  idle  body  that  thinks  his  Majesty  asketh  an  idle 
question,  and  therefore  his  Majesty's  questions  are  to  bo 
answered  by  taking  away  the  cause  of  the  question  and  not 
by  replying. 

For  the  nainCi  his  Majesty's  will  is  law  in  those  things ;  and 
to  speak  truth,  it  is  a  weU-souudiug  and  noble  name,  both  hero 
and  abroad ;  and  being  your  prosier  name,  I  will  take  it  for  a 
good  sign  that  you  shall  give  honour  to  your  dignity,  and  not 
your  dignity  to  you.  Therefore  I  have  made  it  Viscount  Villiers ; 
and  for  your  barony,  I  will  keep  it  for  an  earldom.  For  though 
the  other  had  been  more  orderly,  yet  that  is  as  usual,  and  both 
alike  good  in  law. 

For  Ro^x^r's  plucc,  I  would  have  it  by  all  means  disiiatched, 
and  therefore  I  marvel  it  liugcrcth.  It  were  no  good  manners 
to  take  the  business  out  of  my  Lord  Treasurer's  hands,  and 
tluTofore  I  purpose  to  write  to  his  Lordship,  if  I  hear  not  from 
him  first  by  Mr.  Deckonib.  But  if  1  hear  of  any  delay,  you  will 
give  mclcave  (especially  since  the  King  named  me)  to  deal  with 
Sir  John  Roi)er  myself;  for  neither  I  nor  my  Lord  Treasurer 
can  deserve  any  great  thanks  of  you  in  this  business ;  cousider* 
ing  the  King  hath  spoken  to  Sir  John  lio|)er,  and  he  hath  pro- 
mised ;  and  besides  the  thing  itself  is  so  reasonable,  as  it  ought  to* 
be  as  soon  done  as  said.  I  am  now  gotten  into  the  country  to  my 
house,  where  I  have  some  little  liberty  to  think  of  that  J  would 
think  of,  and  not  of  that  which  other  men  hourly  break  my  head 
withal,  OS  it  was  at  London.  Upon  this  you  may  ooncludo 
that  most  of  my  thoughts  are  of  his  Majesty ;  and  then  you 
cannot  be  far  off.  God  ever  keep  you  and  pros|ier  you.  I  rest 
always 

Your  true  and  most  devoted  servant, 

Fh.  Bacon. 

6  of  Aug.,  one  of  our  hap- 
piest days,  161C. 


The  fif^h  of  August  was  tho  anniversary  of  tlio  Gowrie  conspinusy, 
when  James  had  a  narrow  escape  from  assassination* 
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A  Lettee  to  Sir  George  Villibrs,  upon  the  sending  his 
PATENT  POR  Viscount  Villi ers  to  be  signed.  Aug.  12 
1616.1 

Sir, 
I  have  sent  you  now  your  [>atcnt  of  creation  of  Lord  Blccliiy 
of  Blechly,  and  of  Viscount  Villicrs.  Blechly  is  your  own  and 
I  like  the  sound  of  the  name  better  than  Whaddon ;  but  the 
name  will  be  hid,  for  yon  will  be  called  Viscount  Villicrs.  I 
have  put  them  both  in  a  patent,  after  the  manner  of  the 
patents  of  Earls  where  Baronies  arc  joined ;  but  the  chief 
reason  was,  l)ccause  I  would  avoid  double  prefaces  which  had  not 
been  tit;  nevertheless  the  ceremony  of  robing  and  otherwise 
most  be  double. 

And  DOW,  because  I  am  in  the  country,  I  will  send  you  some 
of  my  country  fruits;  which  with  me  are  good  meditations; 
which  when  I  am  in  the  city  arc  choked  with  business. 

After  that  the  King  shall  have  watered  your  new  dignities 
with  his  bounty  of  the  lands  which  he  intends  you,  and  that 
some  other  things  conccniing  your  means  which  arc  now  like- 
wise in  intention  shall  be  settled  upon  you ;  I  do  not  see  but  you 
may  think  your  private  fortunes  established ;  and  therefore  it  is 
now  time  that  you  should  refer  your  actions  chiefly  to  the  good 
of  your  sovereign  and  your  country.  It  is  the  life  of  an  ox  or 
beast  always  to  eat,  and  never  to  exercise ;  but  men  are  born 
(and  s|K,*cially  christian  men),  not  to  cram  in  their  fortimcs, 
but  to  exercise  their  virtues ;  and  yet  the  other  hath  been  the 
unworthy,  and  (thanks  l)e  to  God)  sometimes  the  unlucky 
humour  of  great  persons  in  our  times.  Neither  will  your 
further  fortune  be  the  further  ofl*:  for  assure  yourself  that  for- 
tune is  of  a  woman's  nature,  that  will  sooner  follow  you  by 
slighting  than  by  too  much  wooing.  And  in  this  dedication  of 
yourself  to  the  public,  I  recommend  uuto  you  principaUy  that 
which  I  think  was  never  done  since  I  was  born ;  and  which  not 
done  hath  bred  almost  a  wilderness  and  solitude  in  the  King's 
service;  which  is,  that  you  countenance,  and  encourage,  and 
advanoe  able  men  and  virtuous  men  and  meriting  men  in  all 
kinds,  degrees^  and  professions.    For  in  the  time  of  the  Cecib, 


>  Oibfon  P«per%  ToL  viii.  1 4L    Fair  oopj  in  Um  hand  of  MMUtjfc 
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the  father  and  the  son,^  able  men  were  by  design  and  o.  ••* 
suppressed;  and  though  of  late  choice  goeth  better  boiu  « 
church  and  commonwealth^  yet  money,  and  turn-serving,  ami 
cunning  eanvasscsi  and  importunity  prevail  too  much.  And  in 
places  of  moment,  rather  make  able  and  honest  men  yours, 
than  advance  those  that  are  otherwise  because  they  are  yours. 
As  for  cunning  and  corrupt  men,  you  must  (I  know)  sometimes 
use  them ;  but  keep  them  at  a  distance ;  and  let  it  appear  that 
you  make  use  of  them,  rather  than  that  they  lead  you.  Alx>vo 
all,  depend  wholly  (next  to  God)  upon  the  King ;  and  be  rulcil 
(as  hitherto  yon  have  l>ccn)  by  his  instructions ;  for  that  is  best 
for  yourself.  For  the  King's  care  and  thoughts  concerning  you 
arc  according  to  the  thoughts  of  a  great  king;  whereas  your 
thoughts  concerning  yourself  are  and  ought  to  be  according  to 
the  thoughts  of  a  modest  man.  But  let  me  not  weary  you. 
The  sum  is,  that  you  think  goodness  the  best  part  of  greatness; 
and  that  you  remember  whence  your  rising  comes,  and  make 
return  accordingly. 
God  ever  keep  you. 

Gorlismbiiry,  Aug.  12,  lOlG. 


To  TUE  Kino,  toucuino  Sir  Geokuk  Villieks'  rATENT  for 
Baron  or  Blkchly  and  Viscount  Vilijkrs.' 

It  may  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty, 

I  have  sent  Sir  O.  Villicrs'  patent  drawn  again,  eontainhig 
also  a  barony,  the  name  Blcchly,  which  is  his  own,  and  to  my 
thinking  soundcth  better  than  Whaddon.  I  have  included  both 
in  one  patent,  to  avoid  a  double  preface,  and  as  hath  been  used 
in  the  patents  of  Earls  of  like  nature.  Nevertheless  the  cere- 
mony of  robing  and  otherwise  is  to  be  double,  as  is  also  used  in 
the  like  ease  of  Earls. 

It  rcsteth  that  I  express  unto  your  Majesty  my  great  joy,  in 
your  honouring  and  advancing  of  this  gentleman ;  whom  to  de- 
scribe not  with  colours  but  with  true  lines,  your  Migesty  ccr« 

^  flo  in  MS.  Bawlcy  in  iho  S^stueiiaiio  prints  it  ''For  in  the  time  of  lomo 
late  great  Counsellourt,  when  they  bnre  the  sway,  able  men  were/*  fte.  But  I 
hare  *jo  doubt  Uiat  this  was  an  alteration  made  bj  Rawlcy  himaelf  out  of  tonder- 
nest  (jT  the  feelings  of  the  Occilt ;  iust  as  he  uses  a  similar  discretion  In  auppresf 
ing  the  name  of  Somerset  in  Bacon's  letter  to  Villiert,  VoL  V.  p.  S28. 

-  C.ibeon  Paper*,  toI.  riii.  f.  42.    Copj  in  Baeon*t  hand. 
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tainly  hath  found  ont  and  chosen  a  safe  nature^  a  capable  mind, 

an  honest  will,  generous  and  noble  affections,  and  a  courage  well 

lodged ;  and  one  that  1  know  lovetb  your  Majesty  unfeigncdly, 

and  admireth  you  as  much  as  is  in  a  man  to  admire  his  sovereign 

upon  earth.    Only  your  Majesty's  school  (wherein  he  hath 

already  so  well  profited,  as  in  this  entrance  upon  the  stage, 

being  the  time  of  greatest  danger,  he  hath  not  committed  any 

manifest  error),  will  add  perfection,  to  your  Majesty's  comfort 

and  the  great  contentment  of  your  people.    Ood  ever  presenre 

and  prosper  your  Majesty.    I  rest  in  all  humbleness. 

Your  Majesty's  most  bounden 

and  most  devoted  subject  and  servant, 

Pr.  Bacon. 
Gorkambuiyt 
13  of  Aug.  1616. 

A  LsTTEa  TO  SiE  Georoe  Villiers,  upon  the  sending  RIS 

PATENT   POR    BIS  CREATION   OP   ViSCOUNT   SEALED.       AVO.   20 

1616.» 

Sir, 
I  took  much  contentment  in  that  I  perceive  by  your  letter 
that  you  took  in  so  good  x>art  the  freedom  of  my  advice,  and  that 
yourself  in  your  own  nature  consented  therewith.  Certainly,  no 
service  is  comparable  to  good  counsel ;  and  the  reason  is,  be- 
cause no  man  can  do  so  much  for  another  as  a  man  may  do  for 
himself.  Now  good  counsel  hclpcth  a  man  to  help  himself. 
But  you  have  so  happy  a  master  as  supplicth  all.  My  service 
and  good  will  shall  not  be  wanting. 

It  was  graciously  and  kindly  done  also  of  his  Majesty  towards 
roe,  to  tell  you  that  you  were  beholding  to  me ;  but  it  must  be 
then  for  thinking  of  you  as  I  do;  for  otherwise,  for  speaking  as 
I  think,  it  is  but  the  part  of  an  honest  man. 

I  send  you  your  patent,  whereof  God  give  you  joy ;  and  I 
send  you  here  enclosed  a  little  note  of  remembrance  for  that  part 
of  the  oeremonf  which  concerneth  the  patent.  For  as  for  other 
ceremonies,  I  leave  to  others. 

My  Lord  Chancellor  dispatched  your  patent  presently  upon 
the  leeeipty  and  writ  to  me  how  glad  he  was  of  it,  and  lu>w 
wdl  be  wished  you.    If  you  write  to  him  a  few  words  of  thsRl^s^ 

*  Otbton  Papen,  toL  Tiii.  1 44    FWir  eojpj  m  the  hand  of  Meaalys. 
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I  tiiink  70U  shall  do  well.    God  keep  you  and  prosper  you.    I 

ever  rest 

Your  true  and  most  devoted  servant^ 

Fa.  Dacon. 
Gorhambury,  20  Aug.  1610. 

3. 

The  creation  took  place  at  Woodstock  on  the  27th  of  August,  and 
Villiers  was  now  finally  established  in  the  ofiico  of  "  Favourite.*' 
^  This  is  now  the  man/*  sajs  Sherburu  writing  to  Carletou  on  the 
20th,  "  by  whom  all  things  do  and  muut  pass ;  and  ho  far  exceeds  the 
former  in  favour  and  afieetion.*'* 

That  he  was  not  at  this  time  insensible  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
position,  or  indifTcrent  to  the  duties  which  it  entailed,  or  over*eon* 
fident  of  his  own  capacity  to  discharge  them,  appears  from  the  fact 
that  he  not  only  took  in  good  part  the  counsels  which  Bacon  oflbrcd 
him  from  time  to  time,  but  applied  to  him  for  more.  For  Ic  must 
have  been  about  this  time  that  he  desired  his  advice  in  detail  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  he  should  frame  himself  for  the  performance  of 
his  new  duties.  Some  good  authorities,  including  Mr.  Craik  and 
Mr.  Gardiner,  would  put  it  seven  or  eight  mouths  earlier ;  but  the 
letter  which  Bacon  wrote  in  answer  (if  the^nvi  of  it  in  its  earliest 
shape  has  sufiered  no  alteration  iik  the  editing)  esnnot  have  been 
written  before  Villiers  was  a  Peer,  and  to  suppose  it  later  would 
involve  other  difficulties. 

I  say  "  in  its  earliest  shape,"  bccauae  we  have  two  versions  of  this 
letter  much  difiering  from  one  another ;  and  difleriug  among  other 
things  in  that  very  particular  which  bears  upon  the  question  of  date, 
— namely  the  stjle  and  title  by  which  Villiers  is  addressed.  Ajid 
hero  a  new  difficulty  meets  us.  For  of  these  two  vemions,  that 
which  seems  to  be  the  later  is  that  in  which  the  new  title  does  nai 
appear.  1  shall  endeavour  presently  to  show  how  this  may  bavo 
come  to  pass ;  but  1  must  first  put  the  reader  in  a  position  to  judge 
of  the  relation  in  which  the  two  versions  stand  to  each  other, — a 
thing  which  he  cannot  do  now  without  reference  to  a  very  scarce 
pamphlet.  For  it  must  be  observed  that  we  know  nothing  about 
either  of  these  versions  except  what  we  learn  from  themselves. 
Among  Bacon's  own  papers  I  find  no  trace  of  any  such  composition 
—no  fragment,  or  rudiment,  or  note,  or  allusion ;  insomuch  that  if 
the  thing  itself  had  not  been  preserved,  we  should  have  had  no  rea- 
son to  suppose  that  any  such  correspondence  had  passed.     Dr. 

^  8.  P.  Dom.  JasBM  L,  voL  IzsxTiii.,  no.  67. 
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Bawlej  eltlier  nerer  beard  of  this  letter  of  advico  (which  when  he 
published  the  Resweiiath,  in  1G57,  might  caailj  be)  or  did  not  be- 
Itcre  it  to  ho  of  Bacon*8  composition.     Dr.  Teui?on  in  his  "  account 
of  all  the  Lord  Bacon's  works"  (Baconiana,  1G79)  takes  no  notice 
of  it;  though  it  had  then  twice  appeared  in  print  with  Bacon's 
miiDe  :->— sixteen  years  before  in  the  second  edition  of  the  Cabala ; 
nine  J<^ar8  before  in  Lloyd* 9  State  Worthies :  and  it  is  hard  to  be- 
lieve that  he  had  not  seen  it  in  one  or  other  of  tliem.    Nor  does 
Slephens^s  catalogue,  which  I  take  to  bo  a  copy  of  Tenison's  list  of 
the  papers  received  by  him  in  1782  from  the  executor  of  the  executor 
of  Sir  Thomas  MeautysJ  contain  any  title  doscriptiTO  of  it.     Its 
firnt  appearance  in  any  collection  of  Bacon's  works  was  in  1730, 
vhen    lilackbounic  included  it  in  his  edition  of  the  Oj)ef'a  omnia. 
It  has  held  its  place  since :  and  its  right  to  appear  there  (though  I 
a^^rco  with  Professor  Craik  that  the  evidence  of  authorship  is  chiefly 
internal)  may  bo  regarded,  I  think,  as  indisputable.    Bat  the  fonn 
in  which  it  is  set  out,  and  which  all  succeeding  editors  have  faith* 
fully   reproduced,  is  in  my  opinion  injudicious  and  unsatisfactory. 
The  editor  meant,  no  doubt,  to  preserve  all  that  was  material  in  both 
versions ;  but  he  forgot  to  give  us  any  means  of  ascertaining  how 
much  of  that  which  he  took  for  his  text  was  contained  also  in  the 
other :  and  without  knowing  that,  how  can  we  know  what  the  other 
consisted  of?    His  mode  of  proceeding  he  has  himself  described. 
lie  liad  before  him  three  diflfereut  copies :  one  in  a  separate  quarto 
▼olume,  published  in  16G1 :  another  in  the  second  edition  of  the 
Cabala,  1GG3 ;  a  third  in  Lloyd's  State  Worthic*,  1070.     Of  these 
three,  the  copy  in  the  Cabala  being  the  fullest  and  most  complete, 
he  took  it  for  his  text,  collated  it  with  the  other  copies,  and  '*  in 
settling  and  correcting  the  copy  as  ho  went  along,  wherever  he  ob' 
served  a  material  variation  of  the  sense  or  substance  in  the  quarto  of 
1661,  he  included  it  in  crotchets  thus  [     ]  and  inserted  it."'    If  he 
had  remembered  that  the  clear  omission  of  a  passage  is  *'  a  material 
variation  of  sense  and  substance,"  no  less  than  a  different  reading  of 
it — and  had  distinguished  all  passages  so  omitted  in  the  quarto— he 
would  have  supplied  us  substantially  with  the  information  we  want. 
But  this  he  seems  to  have  forgotten.    The  variations  which  he 
notices  are  only  such  as  occur  cither  in  passages  common  to  both 
copies,  or  in  passages  peculiar  to  the  quarto.    Where  a  sentence  is 
found  in  both  mihout  material  Tariation,  nothing  is  said  about  it. 
Where  a  sentence  which  is  found  in  the  Cabala  is  omitted  altogether 

*  S«o  aborc^  YoL  II.  e.  i.  (  S. 

*  "An  Mcoant  of  the  pratcnt  edition **«-<i.f.  Blaekboume'0  edition,  1780). 
YoL  L  p.  177. 
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in  tho  quarto,  nothing  is  said  about  that.  How  then  are  we  to 
guess  what  tho  quarto  is  really  like  ?  how  judge  whether  it  is  to  be 
taken  for  the  earlier  or  the  later  copy — the  rough  sketch  or  the  im* 
proved  edition  ?  To  judge  of  this  we  must  refer  to  tho  original ;  of 
whieh  the  only  copy  I  have  met  with  is  in  the  library  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridgo. 

An  examination  of  this  has  satisfied  me  that  it  represents  the  com* 
position  in  an  earlier  form  than  the  copy  in  the  Cabala.  But  tho 
diiforences  between  the  two  sro  so  many  that  a  really  complete  colla- 
tion would  cause  more  trouble  to  all  parties  than  a  reprint  in  full  of 
both.  This,  therefore,  I  have  given.  The  reader  will  then  bo 
able  to  judge  for  himself  of  tho  points  in  question;  and  I  think  ho 
will  conclude  with  roe  that  the  letter  as  printed  in  the  qimrto  of 
1G61  is  tho  letter  as  it  was  first  drawn  up ;  that  it  is  not  a  fragment 
or  a  rudiment,  but  a  thing  finished  and  complete  in  itself;  and  that 
the  copy  in  tho  Cabala  is  the  same  letter  corrected,  ciilai^ed,  and 
worked  out  in  greater  detail. 

At  what  time  or  times  this  improved  version  was  produced,  and 
with  what  object — whether  to  provide  a  handsome  occasion  for 
reminding  Villiers  of  the  counMcl  formerly  given,  or  to  furnish  a 
specimen  of  a  treatise  de  net/oiiis  gerendit^  or  Him])ly  to  satisfy  tho 
natural  desire  a  man  sometimes  feels  to  complete  an  uufinislied 
or  amend  an  imperfect  work  of  his  own  hands — all  this  must  be  left 
to  conjecture.  Any  of  these  motives  may  have  led  Bacon  to  take  it 
up  at  any  time,  and  the  existence  of  such  an  enlarged  and  amended 
edition  would  have  called  for  no  further  explanation,  were  it  not 
for  the  singularity  which  I  have  already  mentioucd-^the  title  which 
is  given  in  it  to  the  person  addressed. 

But  if  the  copy  in  tho  qiurto  (in  which  that  person  is  addressed 
as  '*  My  liord")  was  tho  earlier,  how  is  it  that  in  the  enlarged  copy 
made  afterwards  he  is  addressed  only  as  "  Sir  "  ?  It  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  this  is  a  serious  difliculty — a  difllculty  which  would  have 
been  thought  suflicicut  to  determine  the  question  of  priority  tho 
other  way,  Hall  difljculties  could  have  been  got  rid  of  by  that  sup- 
position. But  that  is  by  no  means  the  case ;  and  I  find  it  harder  to 
believe  that  the  quarto  version  was  |)osterior  in  dato,  than  to  dovise 
a  theory  which,  without  involving  anything  improbable  in  itself 
would  account  for  the  appearance  of  the  title  in  the  earlier  copy  and 
its  disappearance  from  tho  later. 

I  must  first  observe  that  there  is  something  singular  abont  this 
title  even  as  it  appears  in  tho  quarto — something  whieh  demands  a 
conjectural  explanation.  "  My  Lord  **  and  "  your  Lordship  '*  oceur, 
it  will  be  seen,  only  in  ths  first  two  paragraphs  t  throughout  the 
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mi  of  the  letter  the  same  person  is  addressed  as  "  Sir.'*  Now  I 
think  it  would  he  hard  to  find  another  ea^e  in  which  a  uohleman, 
not  of  royal  hlood,  was  intentionally  called  "  Sir."  That  it  hap- 
pened through  iuadrcrtence,  though  not  imposcihic,  is  in  a  case  like 
this  rcry  improhahlo ;  and  the  thing  admits  of  an  easier  explana- 
tion. We  know  enough  of  Bacon's  habits  of  composition  to  justify 
OS  in  assuming  tliat  in  writing  a  letter  of  this  in4)ortance  to  a  per- 
son in  VUliers's  position  ho  would  make  first  a  rough  draft  and  then 
a  fair  copy  in  his  own  hand.  It  mn.y  easily  have  hnppened  that 
ViUiers  was  made  a  Viscount  after  it  was  written  fair  and  before  it 
was  dispatched.  In  that  case  ho  might  think  it  good  manners  to 
take  off  the  first  leaf  aud  rewrite  it,  in  order  to  introduce  the  new 
title;  but  might  not  be  at  leisure  or  tliink  it  worth  while  to  write 
out  again  the  whole  of  so  long  a  letter.  If  so,  the  rough  drafl, 
addressed  throughout  to  Sir  Oeorge  ViUiers,  would  remain  in  his 
cabinet,  probably  without  any  note  of  the  alteratiou;  and  if  at  some 
later  time,  u})ou  any  of  the  motives  1  have  suggested  or  any  that 
otiiers  may  suggest,  he  took  it  in  hand  to  correct,  amplify,  and 
make  more  complete,  he  may  easily  have  forgotten  the  accident  of 
th«  change  in  Villiers's  style  at  that  particular  juncture,  and  worked 
it  out  according  to  its  original  form  aud  intention — that  of  a  letter 
of  advice  to  a  young  man  newly  adopted  as  the  King's  declared 
Favourite. 

I  have  thought  the  paper  intei'OHtiug  and  important  enough  in 
itself  to  justify  this  little  speculation  as  to  its  histor)'.  But  tho 
point  is  not  otherwise  of  any  consequence.  Nothing  ninturial  depends 
upon  tlie  question  whether  it  was  written  early  or  late  in  the  year 
1GI6,  or  how  it  came  to  be  rewritten.  Upon  any  view  of  it — if  it 
was  written  by  Bacon — it  contains  his  deliberate  opinion  as  to  tho 
duty  of  a  "  Favourite  "  in  those  days — that  is  of  a  private  and  con- 
fidential councillor  chosen  by  the  King  out  of  personal  affection. 
The  office  itself  was  one  which  he  did  not  approve  of.  It  was  of  tho 
nature  of  what  was  then  called  a  '*  Cabinet  Council,"  (a  very  dif- 
ferent thing  from  that  which  now  goes  by  that  name) ;  a  remedy 
proposed  in  Italy  and  practised  in  France  for  certain  inconve- 
nicnees  incident  to  Councils  of  State;  but  a  remedy,  he  says  in  his 
Essay  of  Counsel,  **  worse  than  the  disease :  which  hath  turned  Metis 
the  wife  to  Metb  the  mistress ;  that  is  Councils  of  State,  to  which 
Princes  are  married,  to  Councils  of  gracious  persons  recommended 
chiefly  by  flattery  and  affection."  ^  I  suppose  the  councils  to  which 
be  aUttdea  were  bodies  exercising  the  authority  of  Councils  of  State ; 

>  Thb  WM  written  belbra  1612.  See  LiUrmrv  and  Pn(fu9i»nal  Works,  veL  i. 
pp.  414^666. 
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ch  was  not  tho  cnse  with  James's  favourites,  for  tliey  had  no 
horitj  more  than  belonged  to  the  offices  to  which  thej  might  be 
imotcd.  But  the  censure  of  the  one  was  in  effect  a  censure  of 
...i  other*  and  before  the  publication  of  the  essay  in  which  it  was 
expressed  (which  was  shortly  after  the  death  of  Salisbury)  the  ap- 
plication had  become  so  obvious  as  to  suggest  the  suppression  of  the 
last  clause.  But  as  Bacon  could  not  prevent  the  King  from  biding 
governed  by  a  Favourite,  his  next  best  service  wns  to  inHpire  the 
Fiivourite  \yh\\  an  honest  ambition  to  govern  him  wisely  and  well. 
And  the  opportunity  bein<;  offored  to  him,  this  is  the  way  in  which 
he  endeavoured  to  take  advantage  of  it. 

In  this  case,  as  in  others  uf  the  kind,  I  do  not  hold  it  to  be  any 
part  of  my  business  either  to  applaud  or  to  defend  or  to  correct  the 
opinions  expressed ;  but  only  to  represent  them  faithfully,  and  to 
explain  them  where  explanation  is  needed  and  I  have  any  to  offer. 
'My  contribution  hero  will  consist  chiefly  of  the  reprint  of  the  first 
copy,  which  to  almost  everybody  will  bo  as  new  as  if  it  wore 
printed  for  the  first  time ;  and  a  rather  better  edition  of  the  second 
by  help  of  a  manuscript  in  the  T/ansdowne  collection,  wliich  has  not 
been  collated  before. 

A  Lkttkr  op  Advick,  written  nv  Sir  Francis  Bacon  to 
THE  DiTKK  OP  Buckingham,  when  ur  became  Favquritb  to 
King  James. 

My  nohlc  Lord, 

Being  over-ruled  by  your  Lordship's  command,  first  by 
word,  and  since  by  your  letters,  I  have  chmcn  rather  to  show 
my  obedience  than  to  dispute  the  danger  of  discovering  my 
weakness  in  adventuring  to  give  advice  in  a  subject  too  high  for 
mc.  But  I  know  T  commit  it  to  tho  hands  of  a  noble  friend, 
and  to  any  others,  for  the  nature  of  the  discourse,  it  b  not  com- 

»  municablc. 

My  Lord,  when  tlic  blessing  of  God  (to  whom  in  the  first  _ 
place,  I  know,  you  ascribe  your  preferment)  and  the  King's  i 
favour  (purchased  by  your  noble  parts,  promising  as  much  as 

I  can  be  expected  from  a  Gentleman)  had  brought  you  to  this 

high  pitch  of  honour,  to  be  in  the  eye,  and  ear,  and  even  in 
the  bosom  of  your  gracious  Master,  and  you  had  found  by  ex- 
pcrience,  the  trouble  of  all  men's  confluence,  and  for  all  matters, 
to  yourself  as  a  mediator  between  them  and  their  Sovereign, 
you  were  pleased  to  lay  this  command  upon  me : 
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First  in  gencrali  to  give  you  my  poor  advice  for  your  carriage 
in  80  cmineut  a  place,  and  of  so  much  danger,  if  not  wiacly  dis- 
charged. Next  in  particular,  by  what  means  to  give  dispatches 
to  suitors  of  all  sorts,  for  the  King's  best  service,  the  suitors* 
satisfaction,  and  your  own  ease.  I  humbly  return  unto  you 
mine  opinion  in  1x>th  these,  such  as  an  Hermit,  rather  than  a 
Cottrtier  can  render. 

You  arc  now  the  King's  Favourite,  so  voted,  and  so  esteemed 
by  all. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  give  me  leave  to  tell  you  what  this 
sig;iiifics;  and  next,  what  is  the  duty  that  lies  upon  you  towards 
t1»c  King.     That  being  done  in  a  few  woi*ds,  I  shall  then  come 
to  the  particulcirs  which  you  must  insist  upon  to  facilitate  your 
dispatches.     It  is  no  new  thing  for  lyings  and  Princes  to  hiivc 
their  privadoes,  their  favourites,  their  friends.    They  have  done 
it  sometimes  out  of  their  afTection  to  the  person  of  the  man  (for 
Kings  have  their  afTcctions  as  well  as  private  men) ,  sometimes 
in  contemplation  of  their  great  abilities  (and  that'8  a  happy 
choice),  and  sometimes  for  their  own  cuds,  to  make  them  whom 
tliey  so  stile,  and  are  contented  should  be  so  stiled,  to  be  intcr- 
poscfl  between  the  Prince  and  the  People.    Take  it  in  either  or 
any  of  these  significations,  let  it  be  a  caution  unto  you.     If  the 
King  have  made  choice  of  you  out  of  his  affection,  or  out  of  the 
opinion^  of  your  worth,  to  communicate  his  bosom  thoughts 
with  you,  or  perhaps  to  debate  them,  and  so  ripen  his  own 
judgment;  you  are  bound  in  gratitude  to  return  so  much  as 
possibly  you  can  to  advance  your  Master's  service  and  honour. 
But  were  it  (as  I  am  confident  it  is  not)  to  interpose  you  be- 
tween himself  and  the  envy  of  his  people  in  general,  or  of  some 
discontented  party  in  particular,  then  you  are  bound  for  your 
own  sake  to  watch  over  your  actions. 

Remember  then  what  your  true  condition  is.  The  King  him- 
self is  above  the  reach  of  his  people,  but  cannot  be  above  their 
censures ;  and  you  are  his  shadow,  if  either  he  commit  an  error 
and  is  loath  to  avow  it,  but  excuses  it  upon  his  Ministers,  of 
wliieh  you  are  the  first  in  the  eye :  or  you  commit  the  fault,  or 
liavc  willingly  permitted  it,  and  must  suffer  for  it ;  so  perhaps 
you  may  be  offered  as  a  sacrifice  to  appease  the  multitude.  But 
ailmit  you  were  in  no  such  danger,  as  I  hope  you  are  not,  and 

*  flo  in  tlip  origina).    I  think  it  nhonld  be  "  his  opinion." 
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that  you  arc  answerable  only  to  God  and  the  King  for  your 
actions^  yet  remember  ircll  the  great  trust  you  have  under- 
taken. You  are  as  a  eontiuual  sentinel,  always  to  stand  upon 
your  watch,  to  give  him  true  intclligeuce.  If  you  flatter  him, 
you  betray  him.  If  you  conceal  the  truth  of  those  things  from 
him,  which  concern  his  justice  or  his  honour  (although  not  the 
safety  of  his  person),  you  are  as  dangerous  a  trsiitor  to  his  State, 
as  he  that  riseth  in  arms  against  him.    A  false  friend  is  more 

rlnnirnrnna  thiii)_|^n    ft;M*D_CnCPV-      KiugS    arC   sllkcU   U6(Is  U|)On 

Earth,  not  absolute,  but  Dixi  dii  esih,  and  the  next  words  arc, 
sed  morietnini  sicut^  homines ;  they  shall  die  like  men,  and  then 
their  thoughts  perish ;  they  cannot  possibly  see  all  things  with 
their  own  eyes,  nor  hear  all  things  with  their  own  ears;  they 
must  commit  many  great  trusts  to  their  ministers.  Kings  must 
be  answerable  to  God  Almighty  (to  whom  they  are  but  vassals) 
for  their  actions,  and  for  their  negligent  omissions.  But  the 
Ministers  to  Kings,  whose  eyes,  ears,  and  hands  they  arc,  must 
Iks  answerable  to  God  and  man,  for  the  breach  of  their  duties, 
in  violation  of  their  trusts,  whereby  they  betray  them.' 

For  the  general,  T  say  no  more,  but  ap])ly  myself  to  the  par- 
ticular  wherein  you  desire  satisfaction;  in  which  my  answer 
shall  be  plain,  and  as  clear  as  I  can.  And  sir,  know  this  I  bc-^ 
seech  yon,  that  which  I  now  write  and  recommend  immediately 
to  you,  concerns  also  the  King,  and  much  more  than  you ;  and 
because  he  cannot  intend  all  things,  and  onlinary  persons  can- 
not have  access  unto  him,  or  if  they  had,  durst  not  six^ak  with 
that  freedom,  you  are  lx)und  to  supply  it,  and  to  be  his  monitor, 
not  in  a  saucy  malcpart*^  way,  which  may  not  take  with  him,  but 
at  seasonable  times,  which  you  may,  nay  which  you  must, 
watch  for. 

It  is  true  that  the  whole  Kingdom  hath  cast  their  eye  upon 
you,  as  the  new  rising  Star,  and  no  man  thinks  his  business  can 
prosper  at  Court,  unless  he  hath  you  for  his  good  Angel,  or  at 
least  that  yon  be  not  a  Mains  Genius  against  him.  This  you 
cannot  now  avoid  unless  you  will  adventure  a  precipice,  to  fall 
down  faster  than  you  rose.  Opinion  is  a  master  wheel  in  these 
cases.  That  courtier  who  obtained  a  boon  of  the  Emperour, 
that  he  might  every  morning  at  his  coming  into  his  presence 


*  Sunt  in  the  ortgin;il. 

'  In  tlia  driginal  there  it  not  a  fresh  pungnph  hora. 


*  So  in  originaL 
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hamblj  whisper  him  in  the  car  and  say  nothing,  asked  no  un« 
profitable  suit  for  himself:  but  sneh  a  fancy  raised  only  by  an 
opinion  cannot  be  long  lived,  unless  the  man  have  solid  worth 
to  npbold  it :  otherwise  when  once  discovered  it  vanisheth  sud- 
denly. But  when  a  favourite  in  court  shall  be  raised  upon  the 
foundation  of  merits,  and  together  with  the  care  of  doing  good 
service  to  the  King,  shall  give  good  dispatches  to  the  suitors, 
then  can  he  not  chocisc  but  prosficr.  This'  Sir  I  find  is  your 
noble  ambition,  and  it  is  worthy  the  honour  you  possess :  And 
that  this  may  succeed  according  to  your  desire,  I  shall  humbly 
propound  unto  you  these  rules  to  be  observed,  and  I  beseech  you, 
if  yota  approve  of  them,  constantly  to  pursue  them. 

1.  If  the  suit  be  cither  of  importance  for  value,  or  of  diffi- 
colty,  direct  that  it  be  set  down  in  writing;  then  appoint  it  to 
be  left  with  you  in  writing ;  and  appoint  the  suitor  to  attend  for 
his  answer  so  many  days  after  as  may  be  competent ;  of  which 
time  let  a  note  be  taken  by  your  Secretary.  So  shall  you  be 
eased  of  the  suitor  in  the  mean  time,  and  he  rest  quiet  till  the 
day  appointed  in  expectation  of  his  despatch. 

2.  To  prepare  yourself  for  these  answers  in  their  times,  set 
apart  an  hour  in  a  day,  or  two,  to  sort  your  Petitions ;  which 
will  be  easily  done  if  your  Secretary  draw  lines  under  the 
matter,  which  always  lies  in  a  narrow  room. 

3.  Think  not  your  self  nor  any  one  or  two  private  friends  or 
ser%*ants  to  be  able  to  comprehend  the  true  reason  of  all  things ; 
there  is  no  such  omnisciency  to  be  look'd  for.  But  dividing  the 
Petitions  as  they  come  to  your  hands  into  several  sorts  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  matter,  first,  cause  two  or  three  several 
copies  to  be  made  of  the  Petition,  or  the  substance  of  it. 

•k  Then  make  choice  of  several  men  well  versed  in  these' 
scTcral  professions  or  qualities,  whom  you  think  you  may  trust, 
and  to  them  severally  send  copies,  desiring  them  within  twenty 
days  after  to  return  unto  you  in  writing  their  opinions  of  the 
Petition,  and  their  reasons  for  it,  or  against  it;  and  let  not  one 
of  tbem  know  what  the  other  doth. 

5.  Then  set  a  part  an  hour  or  two  twice  in  a  week,  to  peruse 
tliesc  Petitions  again,  and  the  answers  of  the  referees ;  out  of 
wUdi  compared  together,  as  out  of  Respoma  prudentium,  you 
may  coUect  such  a  judgment,  as  within  a  short  time  you  shall 

>  TU  vnfjamX  \m  « thus.**  *  So  in  original.    I  think  it  thould  bo  thnr. 
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be  able  to  judge  of  the  fidelities  and  abilities  of  those  you  trust, 

and  return  answers  to  petitions  of  all  natures  as  an  oracle.   And 

be  assured  of  this,  that  next  to  the  granting  of  the  request,  a 

reasonable  and  a  fair  denial  (if  the  matter  will  not  bear  it  to  be 

otherwise)  is  most  acceptable. 

'    Thai  you  may  dispose  of  all  these  sorts  of  business  in  a  fit 

and  dexterous  way,  I  conceive  that  all  matters  qf  difficulty 

which  will  be  presented  to  you  will  be  one  of  these  eight  sorts, 

either  concerning, 

I    1.  Religion  and  Church-men,  or  Church-matters. 

2.  The  Laws  and  the  Professors  thereof. 

8.  The  Council  Board,  and  matters  of  State : 

4.  Negotiation  with  foreign  Princes  or  States. 

5.  War  by  Sea  or  Land. 

G.  Foreign  Plantations  and  Colonics. 

7.  Matter  of  Trade. 

8.  The  Court  or  Curialitie. 

"What  cannot  be  ranked  under  one  of  these  hcafls  will  not  be 
worthy  of  your  thoughts,  and  you  will  find  enough  of  these  to 
take  up  your  time. 

But  that  you  may  not  study  your  case  only,  but  chiefly  your 
honour,  and  the  honour  of  your  Master:  I  beseech  you  to  take 
these  materials,  thus  divided  into  these  eight  sections,  into  your 
more  serious  thoughts,  and  propound  to  yourself  some  rules  as 
land-marks  to  guide  your  judgment  in  the  examination  of  every 
one  of  them,  as  [it]  shall  come  to  your  hand  ;  wherein  I  shall 
adventure  to  make  an  essay ;  please  you  to  perfect  it. 

1.  For  Religion,  if  any  thing  be  offered  to  you  touching  it  or 
touching  the  Church  or  Church  men,  or  Church  government,  rely 
not  only  upon  yourself,  but  take  the  opinion  of  some  grave  and 
eminent  Divines;  especially  such  as  arc  sad  and  discreet  men, 
and  exemplary  for  their  lives. 

2.  If  any  question  be  moved  concerning  the  doctrine  of  the 
Church  of  England  expressed  in  the  39  Articles,  give  not  the 
least  ear  to  the  movers  thereof.  That  is  so  soundly  and  so  ortho- 
doxally  settled  as  cannot  be  questioned  without  extreme  danger 
to  the  honour  and  stability  of  our  Religion,  which  hath  been 
sealed  with  the  blood  of  so  many  Martyrs  and  Confessors,  as 
are  famous  through  the  Christian  World.  Tlie  enemies  and 
underminers  thereof  are  the  Romish  Catholiques  (so  stiling  them- 

VOI..  Vf.  c 
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■dTfs)  on  the  one  hand,  whose  tencnts  arc  inconristcnt  with  the 
troth  of  Relipon,  professed  and  protested  by  the  ehureh  of  Eng- 
land (whence  we  arc  coiled  Protestants)  and  the  Anabaptists  and 
Separatists,  and  Sectaries  on  the  other  hand,  whose  tencnts  are 
foil  of  schism,  and  inconsistent  with  monarchy  :  For  the  re- 
golating  of  cither,  there  nerds  no  other  coercion  than  the  due 
(execution  of  the  laws  already  established  by  Parliament. 

3.  If  any  attempt  be  made  to  alter  the  discipline  of  our 
Church,  although  it  be  not  an  essential  {mrt  of  our  Religion,  yet 
it  18  so  necessary  not  to  be  rashly  altered,  as  the  very  substance 
of  Religion  will  be  interessed  in  it :  Therefore  I  desire  you  be- 
fons  any  attempt  be  made  of  an  innovation  by  your  means,  or 
by  any  intercession  to  your  Master,  that  you  will  first  read  over, 
and  his  Majesty  call  to  mind,  that  wise  and  weighty  Procla- 
matioo,  which  himself  penned,  and  caused  to  be  published  in  the 
first  year  of  his  reign,  and  is  prefixed  in  print  before  the  Book 
of  Common  Prayer  (of  that  impression);  in  which  you  will  find 
•o  prudent,  so  weighty  reasons,  not  to  hearken  to  innovations, 
as  will  fully  satisfy  you  that  it  is  dangerous  to  give  the  least  ear 
to  such  innovators,  but  it  is  desperate  to  be  misled  by  them : 
But  to  settle  your  judgment,  mark  but  the  admonition  of  the 
wisest  of  men.  King  Solomon,  Prov.  27.  v.  21.  Afy  $on,  fear 
God  and  ike  King,  and  meddle  not  with  those  who  are  given  to 
change. 

II.  Next,  touching  the  Laws  (wherein  1  mean  the  Common 
Laws  of  England)  I  shall  be  the  more  sparing  to  speak,  because 
it  is  my  profession ;  but  thus  much  I  shall  say  with  confidence, 
that  if  they  be  rightly  administered,  they  arc  the  best,  the 
equallcst  in  the  world  between  the  Prince  and  People;  by 
which  the  King  hath  the  justent  Prerogative,  and  the  People  the 
best  liberty ;  and  if  at  any  time  there  be  an  unjust  deviation, 
Homims  est  viiium  non  profe$noni$.  But  that  it  may  in  all 
things  have  a  fairer  proceeding,  let  the  King  take  a  care,  and 
|ss  mnch  as  in  yon  lies  do  you  take  care  for  him,  that  the  Judges 
*:of  the  Law  may  be  always  chosen  of  the  learnedst  of  the  pro. 
iTeiskm  (for  an  ignorant  man  cannot  be  a  good  Judge)  and  of  the  / 

^rudentcst  and  discreetest,  because  so  great  a  part  of  the  Civil 
Government  lies  upon  their  charge ;  and  indeed  little  should  be 
done  in  legal  consultations  without  them,  and  very  much  may 
be  done  by  their  prudent  •advices,  especially  in  their  Circuits, 
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if  right  use  were  made  of  them :  Believe  me  Sir,  much  amistanoe 
would  be  had  from  them,  besides  the  deliyoring  of  the  gaols,  and 
trying  of  causes  between  party  and  party,  if  the  King  by  him- 
self (whieh  were  the  best)  or  by  his  Chancellor  did  give  them 
the  charge  according  to  occurrences  at  their  going  forth,  and 
receive  a  particular  accompt  from  them  at  their  return  home ; 
They  would  then  to  the  best  intellipccnecrs  of  the  true  state  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  the  surest  means  to  prevent  or  remove  all 
growing  mischiefs  within  the  body  of  the  Realm.     Next  to  the 
Judges,  let  care  Y)e  taken  that  the  Serjeants  at  Law  In*  such  a» 
are  most  proliable  to  be  made  Judges  in  the  next  turn,  and  never 
to  be  advanced  to  that  state  and  degree  (for  it  is  so  stiled)  for 
favour  or  for  reward,  but  only  with  an  eye  u|K>n  the  public  good. 
For  the  King's  Counsel  at  Tjaw,  the  King's  particular  interest 
will  easily  persuade  him,  and  those  who  love  his  service,  to  make 
choice  of  the  most  eminent  and  nio^t  active;  their  experience 
in  these  places  will  make  them  able  for  any  employment  in  that 
profession  aflonrards.     In  the  Laws  we  have  a  native  interest, 
'  it  is  our  Birth-right  and  our  Inheritance,  and  I  think   the 

whole  Kingdom  will  always  continue  that  mind  whieh  once  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament  ])ublicly  professed,  Noiumu$  Legem 
Anglia  muiare :  under  a  Law  we  must  live,  and  under  a  known 
Law,  and  not  under  an  arbitrary  Law  is  our  happiness  that  we 
do  live ;  and  the  Justices  of  Peace,  if  a  good  choice  be  made  of 
them,  are  excellent  instniments  to  this  state. 

III.  For  matter  of  state  and  aifairs  pro|)er  for  Council  board, 

I  dare  not  take  upon  me  to  say  much ;  they  are  iecreta  if  arcana, 

and  arc  not  fit  to  descend  to  too  low,  to  too  petty  matters,  or 

private  interests.     Let  the  King  be  president  of  this  Council 

/  '  himself,  not  so  much  by  personal  presence,  (but  only  in  great 

'  and  weighty  affairs) :  that  may  overawe  the  board  too  much, 

where  in  Councils  there  should  be  a  freedom  of  discourse  and  of 

I  determination:  but  in  pursuing  the  acts  of  his  Council  tabic. 

I  And  I  do  heartily  wish  that  the  Councillors  themselves  would 

^  be  so  advised  in  their  resolutions,  that  they  should  never  be 

sudden,  but  that  all  things  there  proiK)unded  and  dclmted  one 

day,  should  be  revised  the  next,  and  then  confirmed,  or  altered 

upon  second  thoughts.    Such  gravity  in  their  prooecdings  would 

much   become  the  honour  of  that  Board;  and  what  is  thus 

settled,  should  not  be  altered  again  but  upon  great  necessity. 

o2 


20  LETTEKS  AUD  LIFE  OF  F|LAKCI8  BACOK.       [Cbat.  I. 

In  the  choice  of  Prii-y  Councillors,  thus  much  only  in  the 
general,  that  there  may  be  some  of  the  number  who  are  eeverally 
Tcrwd  in  all  knowledges,  for  their  better  assistance  upon  Councils 
of  that  nature;  And  although  to  some  persons  of  great  birtli, 
the  place  of  Princes^  Couneellors  may  be  Ijcstowcd  as  an  honour 
vnto  them,  yet  generally  the  motive  should  be  the  Parts  of  the 
man  and  not  his  Person. 

IV.  The'  Negotiations  of  Ambassadors,  and  Treaties  with 
foreign  Princes  and  Estates,  the  subject  matter  of  the  Treaty 
must  guide  the  choice  of  the  persons  to  be  employed.  But 
give  me  leave,  I  pray,  to  remember  unto  you  the  constant  prac« 
tioc  of  that  famous  and  wise  Lady  Q.  Elizabeth  (who  was  very 
happy,  not  so  much  in  a  numerous  as  a  wise  Couneel  to  advise 
her.)  If  it  were  an  Embassy  of  Gratulation  or  Triumph,  she 
ever  made  choice  of  a  person  of  honour  and  eminency  in  his 
degree,  who  taking  the  employment  as  a  work  of  favour  was 
willing  to  undertake  it  at  an  easy  rate  for  the  expense  of  the  Crown 
(which  hath  not  often  been  so  of  later  times :)  But  if  it  were 
upon  some  matter  of  importance  from  the  State,  there  were 
always  employed  (at  least  joined  in  the  Commission^)  some  per* 
sons  of  great  judgment  and  known  experience,  and  in  such  cases 
men  over-green  in  yean  were  never  the  principal  agents ;  yet 
tome  younger  men  were  joined  with  the  elder,  to  train  them  up 
in  state  afTaira. 

V.  For  matter  of  war,  either  by  land  or  sea,  your  gracious 
Master  [is]  so  settled  in  his  judgment  for  |ieace,  as  he  hath  chosen 
for  his  Motto  that  part  of  our  Savioiur's  beatitudes,  Beati  pactfici; 
It  is  a  happiness  to  this  nation  to  be  in  this  blessed  condition ; 
God  send  we  surfeit  not  with  it;  yet  I  must  tell  you,  the  best 
way  to  continue  a  secure  ixsace,  is  to  be  prepared  for  a  war. 
Security  is  an  ill  guard  for  a  Kingdom.  But  this  Kingdom, 
where  the  Seas  are  our  Walls,  and  the  Ships  our  Bulwarks, 
where  safety  and  plenty  (by  trade)  are  concomitant,  it  were  both 
a  sin  and  a  shame  to  neglect  the  means  to  attain  unto  these 
ends :  Let  brave  spirits  that  lia\'e  fitted  themselves  for  command, 
either  by  sea  or  by  land,  not  to^  be  laid  by,  as  persons  unneces- 

>  So  b  the  oriipiMl.    Should  it  not  be  •<  priTj**  P 

*  So  in  the  origins!.    It  ihould  apperentlj  be  **  In  the.**    * 

*  The  end  of  the  perontheeis  is  not  nuurked  in  the  origineL 

*  So  in  original:  ""to**  tbonld  be  atruck  out. 
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sary  for  the  time ;  let  Arms  and  Ammunition  of  all  sorts  bo 
provided  and  stored  up,  as  against  a  day  of  battle ;  let  the  ports 
and  forts  be  fitted  so,  as  if  by  the  next  wind  we  should  hear  of 
an  alarum ;  such  a  known  providence  is  the  surest  proteetioD. 
But  of  all  wars,  let  l)oth  Prince  and  People  pray  against  a  war 
in  our  own  bowels :  The  King  by  his  wisdom,  justice,  and 
moderation  must  foresee  and  stop  such  a  storm,  and  if  it  fall 
must  allay  it,  and  the  (icoplc  by  their  obedience  must  decline  it. 
And  for  a  foreign  war  intended  by  an  invasion  to  enlarge  the 
bounds  of  our^  Empire,  which  arc  large  enough,  and  are  natu- 
rally bounded  with  the  ocean,  I  have  no  opinion  cither  of  the 
justness  or  fitness  of  it,  and  it  were  a  very  hard  matter  to  attempt 
it  with  help^  of  success,  seeing  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom 
believe  it  is  not  legal  for  them  to  be  enforced  to  go  beyond  the 
seas  without  their  own  consent,  ui>on  hope  of  an  unwarranted 
conquest;  But  to  resist  an  invading  enemy,  or  to  suppress 
rebels,  the  subject  may  and  must  l)e  commanded  out  of  the 
counties  where  they  inhabit.  The  whole  kingdom  is  but  one 
entire  body,  else  it  will  necessarily  be  verified,  which  elsewhere 
was  asserted,  Duin  iingtdi  put/namus,  omnes  vincimur. 

VT.  But  in  the  next  place  for  foreign  Plantations  and  Colonies 
abroad,  thats*  lK>th  honourable  and  profitable  to  disburthen  the 
land  of  such  inhabitants  as  may  well  be  si)ared,  and  to  employ 
their  labours  in  the  conquest  of  some  foreign  parts  without  in- 
jury to  the  natives.  Yet  these  cautions  are  to  be  observed  in 
these  undertakings. 

1.  That  no  man  be  compelled  to  such  an  employment;  for 
that  were  a  banishment,  not  a  service  fit  for  a  freeman. 

2.  That  if  any  transplant  themselves  into  plantations  abroad, 
who  are  known  schismatieks,  outlaws,  or  criminal  persons,  that 
they  may  be  sent  for  back  upon  the  first  notice :  such  persons  are 
not  fit  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  new  colony. 

3.  To  make  no  extirpation  of  the  natives  under  pretence  of 
planting  Religion :  God  surely  will  no  way  be  pleased  with  such 
sacrifices. 

4.  That  the  people  sent  thither  be  governed  according  to  the 
laws  of  this  realm,  whereof  they  are  and  still  must  be  subjects. 

I  The  original  bM  **  tout." 
*  So  in  originaL    A  misprint,  I  think,  for  "  hope." 
'    >  So  in  originftL    A  mistako,  I  think,  for  **  it  it." 
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5.  To  establish  there  the  same  purity  of  Religion,  and  the 
tame  discipline  for  Church-Govcrnment  without  any  mixture  of 
Popery  or  Anabaptisme ;  lest  they  should  be  drawn  into  factious 
and  schisms,  and  that  place  receive  them  there  bad,  and  send 
them  back  worse. 

6.  To  employ  them  in  profitable  trades  and  manufactures,  such 
as  the  dime  will  best  fit,  and  such  as  may  be  useful  to  this 
Kingdom,  and  return  to  them  an  exchange  of  things  necessary. 

7.  That  they  may  be  furnished  and  instructed  for  the  military 
part  »A  ^hoy  may  defend  themselves;  lest  on  a  sudden  they 
be  exposed  as  a  prey  to  some  other  nation,  when  they  have 
fitted  the  colony  for  them. 

8.  To  onlcr  a  trade  thither,  and  thence,  in  such  a  maimer  as 
some  few  merchants  and  tradesmen,  under  colour  of  furnishing 
the  colony  with  necessaries,  may  not  grind  them,  so  as  shall 
always  keep  them  in  poverty. 

9.  To  place  over  them  such  Governors  as  may  be  qualified  in 
such  manner  as  may^  govern  the  place,  and  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  new  kingdom. 

10.  Tliat  care  be  taken  that  when  the  industry  of  one  man 
hath  settled  the  work,  a  new  man  by  insinuation  or  misinforma- 
tion may  not  supplant  him  without  a  just  cause;  which  is  the 
discouragement  of  all  faithful  endeavours. 

11.  That  the  King  will  appoint  Commissioners  in  the  nature 
of  a  Council,  who  may  superintend  the  works  of  this  nature,  and 
regulate  what  concerns  the  colonics,  and  give  an  aooompt  thereof 
to  the  King  or  to  his  Council  of  State. 

VII.  For  matter  of  Trade,  I  confess  it  is  out  of  my  profes- 
sion,  yet  in  that  I  shall  make  a  conjecture  also,  and  propound 
some  things  to  you,  whereby  (if  I  am  not  much  mistaken)  you 
may  advance  tlie  good  of  your  country  and  profit  of  your 
Master. 

1.  Let  the  foundation  of  a  profitable  Trade  be  thus  laid,  that 
the  exportation  of  home  commodities  be  more  in  value  than  the 
importation  of  foreign,  so  we  shall  be  sure  that  the  stocks  of 
the  kingdom  shall  yearly  increase,  for  then  the  balance  of  trade 
must  be  returned  in  money  or  bullion. 

2.  In  the  importation  of  foreign  commodities,  let  not  the 
merefaant  return  toys  and  vanities  (as  sometimes  it  was  else- 

>  So  in  origins^    Utlioiildlw*«th07  mi^.** 
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where  Apet  and  Peaooeks)  but  aolid  merehandise,  firrt  for  ne- 
ocssitj,  next  for  pleasure^  but  not  for  luxury. 

3.  l^et  the  vanitj  of  the  tiroes  be  restrained,  which  the 
neighbourhood  of  other  nations  have  induced,  and  we  atriTO 
apace  to  exceed  our  pattern ;  Let  vanity  in  apparel,  and  which 
is  more  vain,  that  of  the  fashion  be  avoided.  I  have  heard  that 
in  Spain  (a  grave  nation,  whom  in  this  I  wish  we  might  imitate) 
they  do  allow  the  players  and  courtesans  the  vanity  of  rich  and 
costly  cloaths,  but  to  sober  men  and  matrons  they  permit  it  not, 
upon  pain  of  infamy  (a  severer  punishment  upon  ingenioua 
natures  than  a  pecuniary  mulct.) 

4.  The  excess  of  diet  in  costly  meats  and  drinks  fct  from  be- 
yond the  seas  would  be  avoided ;  wise  men  will  do  it  without  a 
law,  I  would  there  might  be  a  law  to  restrain  fools.  Tlie  excess 
of  wine  costs  the  kingdom  much,  and  returns  nothing  but  aur* 
feits  and  diseases :  were  we  as  wise  as  easily  wo  might  be,  witliin 
a  year  or  two  at  the  most,  if  we  would  needs  bo  drunk  with 
>uucs,  we  might  be  drunk  with  half  the  cost. 

5.  If  we  must  be  vain  and  superfluous  in  laces  and  embroideries 
which  arc  more  costly  than  either  warm  or  comely,  let  the 
curiosity  be  the  manufacture  of  the  natives :  then  it  should  not 
be  verified  of  us  Materiam  tuperabat  opu§. 

6.  But  in  stead  of  crying  up  all  things  which  arc  cither 
brought  from  beyond  sea  or  wrought  here  by  the  hands  of 
strangers,  let  us  advance  the  native  commodities  of  our  owu 
kingdom,  and  employ  our  country-men  before  strangers :  let  us 
turn  the  wools  of  the  land  into  cloaths  and  stuffs  of  our  own 
growth,  and  the  hemp  and  flax  growing  here  into  linen 
cloth  and  cordage;  it  would  set  many  thousand  hands  on 
work,  and  thereby  one  shilling  worth  of  the  materials  would 
by  industry  be  multiplied  to  five,  ten,  and  many  times  to  twenty 
times  more  in  the  value  being  wrought. 

.  7.  And  of  all  sorts  of  thrift  for  the  public  good,  I  would 
above  all  others  commend  to  your  care  the  encouragement  to 
be  given  to  Ilusbaudry,  and  the  improving  of  lands  for  tillage : 
there  is  no  such  usury  as  this.  The  King  cannot  enlarge  the 
bounds  of  these  Islands,  which  make  up  his  Empire,  the  Ocean 
being  the  unremovable  wall  which  encloseth  them,  but  he  may 
enlarge  and  multiply  the  revenue  thereof  by  this  honest  and 
harmless  way  of  good  husbandry. 
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8.  A  very  great  help  auto  Trade  are  navigable  rivers, 
ihej  are  so  many  indrafU  to  attain  wealth,  whereby^  art  and 
industiy  let  them  be  made,  but  let  them  not  be  turned  to  private 
proiit. 

9.  Id  the  last  place,  I  beseech  you  take  into  your  serious  con* 
•ideration  that  Indian  wealth,  which  this  island  and  the  seas 
thereof  excel  in,  the  hidden  and  rich  treasure  of  Fishing:  Do 
we  want  an  example  to  follow  ?  I  may  truly  say  to  the  English 
go  to  the  pismire  thou  sluggard.  I  need  not  expound  the  text ; 
half  a  day's  sail  with  a  good  wind  will  shew  the  mineral,  and 
the  miners. 

lO.  To  regulate  all  these  it  will  be  worthy  the  care  of  a 
subordinate  Council,  to  whom  the  ordering  of  these  things 
maj  be  committed,  and  they  give'  an  accompt  thereof  to  the 
Stole. 

VIII.  Ijastly  for  the  affairs  of  Court,  you  are  much  better 
able  to  instruct  yourself  than  any  man  else  can,  much  less  than 
myself,  who  have  scarce  stept  within  the  Court  gates  but  as  by 
cbauce  and  at  the  most  as  a  stranger;  yet  in  this  also  I  shall  be 
bold  to  tell  you  my  thoughts. 

In  the  disposing  of  the  offices  and  affairs  of  Court,  the  King 
hath  a  latitude  for  his  affection,  which  in  matters  touching  the 
public  he  must  deny  to  himself:  Here  he  is  more  properly 
Paterfamilias,  in  the  other  he  is  Pattr  Patriae.  There  arc 
many  places  in  Court  which  a  mere  formal  man  may  perform, 
because  they  are  but  as  the  services  of  a  private  family,  and  in 
which  the  public  hath  little  interest.  And  yet  in  these  the 
choice  had  need  be  of  honest  and  faithful  servants,  as  well  as 
of  comely  outsides,  who  can  bow  the  knee  and  kiss  the  hand, 
and  perform  other  services  of  small  importance  compared  to  this 
of  public  imployment.  King  David,  Psalm  121,  propounded  a 
rule  to  himself  for  the  choice  of  his  courtiers ;  he  was  a  wise 
and  a  good  King,  and  a  wise  and  a  good  King  shall  do  well  to 
follow  such  a  good  example,  and  if  he  find  any  to  be  faulty 
(which  perhaps  cannot  suddenly  be  discovered)  let  him  take 
on  his/  this  resolution  as  King  David  did.  There  ehall  no  deeeHfid 
pereom  dwell  in  my  houee.    But  for  such  as  shall  bear  office  in 


'  So  m  the  origiiiiJ.    I  think  it  thcmld  be  •*  whenfoM  hy. 

*  So  in  the  oriiiniJ.    PtobaUj  *•  end  they  to  gire,"  Ao. 

*  So  in  origindL    I  euppoee  **  take  on  him.** 
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the  King's  house,  and  manage  the  exix^ncea  thereof,  it  is  mueh 
more  requisite  to  make  a  good  ehoiee  of  sueh  servants  both  for 
his  thrift  and  for  his  honour. 

For  your  part,  I  shall  wish  that  you  would  not  interpose  your 
self  much  in  these  things,  whieh  are  properly  for  the  offiecrs  of 
the  Household ;  that  may  draw  too  mueh  envy  upon  you,  and 
this  would  be  too  low  for  your  thoughts  (who  will  find  enough  to 
busy  you  about  of  a  higher  nature) :  Yet  this  will  very  well  be- 
come you  and  your  general  trust,  not  to  suffer  the  King  to  be 
too  much  abused,  where  your  vigilance  can  prevent  it.  But 
then  the  way  of  doing  it  would  be  thus,  to  advertise  the  King 
of  the  defects,  and  then  himself  to  find  them  out,  rather  as  if  it 
were  by  accident,  than  as  prompted  unto  it. 

In  Court  there  are  also  some  other  requisites,  which  iu  their 
seasons  may  be  thought  upon ;  besides  the  serious  affairs  |)er« 
taiuing  to  government,  which  are  many :  Matter  of  pastime  and 
disport  are  fit  in  their  seasons,  but  if  they  shall  be  too  common 
they  will  lose  their  repute,  and  become  arguments  of  lightness 
rather  than  of  recreation.  Where  there  is  a  Queen  and  Lady^ 
of  Honour  attending  her  iicrson,  sometimes  to  entertain  them 
with  Hcvels  and  Masks,  arc  ornaments  fit  for  a  Court.  Other* 
wise  for  a  King  or  a  young  Prince  who  are  active  (and  to  be  so 
commends  them),  sports  abroad,  and  of  more  manly  and  useful 
deportment,  as  riding  the  great  horse,  the  Tilt,  the  Barriers, 
the  Tennis,  &c.,  are  more  commendable.  But  neither  in  jest  or 
eanicst  must  there  be  countenance  or  ear  given  to  flatterers  or 
sycophants,  the  bane  of  all  Courts.  They  are  flies  who  will  not 
only  buz  about  in  every  ear,  but  will  blow  and  corrupt  every  place 
where  they  light. 

Sir,  I  cannot  flatter,  1  have  dealt  plainly  and  clearly  with  you, 
according  to  the  freedom  you  have  been  pleased  to  afford  me.  I 
have  but  a  word  or  two  more  to  trouble  you  with. 

You  serve  a  gracious  Master  and  a  good,  and  there  is  a  noblo 
and  a  hopeful  Prince,  whom  you  must  not  disserve  j  Adore  not 
him  as  the  rising  sun  in  such  a  measure,  as  that  you  put  a 
jealousy  into  the  father,  who  raised  you;  Nor  out  of  the 
confidence  you  have  in  the  father's  affections,  make  not 
yourself  suspected  of  the  son ;  keep  an  equal  and  a  fit  distancei 

'  So  in  Um  origiiud.    It  thould  Appsrtntl/  b«  < 
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10  maj  joa  be  acrvioeablc  to  both,  and  deservedly  be  in  the 
&iuar  of  both. 

If  you  find  in  these,  or  in  any  other  your  obsen'ations  (whieh 
doubtless  are  much  better  than  these  loose  eoilcctions)  anything 
which  you  would  have  either  the  father  or  the  son  to  take  to 
bearty  an  admonition  from  a  dead  author,  or  a  caveat  from  an 
impartial  pen^  whose  aim  neither  was  nor  can  be  taken  to  be 
at  any  particular  by  design,  will  prevail  more  and  take  better 
impresnon  than  a  down  right  advice,  which  perhaps  may  be 
mistaken,  as  if  it  were  spoken  magisterially.  * 

Thus  may  yon  long  live  a  happy  instrument  for  your  King 
and  Country  :  you  shall  not  be  a  meteor,  or  a  blazing  star,  but 
Mia  fijta,  happy  here,  and  more  happy  hereafter.  Deu$  manu 
Mna  te  ducai,  tbats  the  hearty  prayer  of. 

Your  taoii  obliged  Servant, 

In  the  only  copy  of  this  tract  which  I  have  seen  I  can  find  no 
traces  of  any  signature ;  but  as  a  good  deal  of  the  edge  has  been  cut 
off  in  the  binding  I  cannot  be  sure  that  there  never  was  one.  The 
title-page  (which  I  have  not  reproduced)  informs  us  that  it  was 
printed  m  IWU  fur  H.  II.  and  II.  B.  aud  was  to  bo  sold  at  Wcsimiu- 
stcr  and  the  Koyal  Exchange ;  and  that  it  had  never  been  printed 
before. 

I  have  not  corrected  any  word  in  it  without  notice.  But  in  the 
ipelUng,  the  punctuation,  and  the  employ meut  of  capital  letters,  I 
bave  used  my  own  judgment.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  spelling 
<tf  the  print  represents  that  of  the  original  manuscript :  it  comes  so 
iKsr  to  the  modem  form,  that  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  modernised  by 
the  printer  and  represents  the  ordinary  orthography  of  1661.  And 
as  for  punctuation  and  capitals,  they  are  governed  by  no  principle  of 
my  kind,  and  would  be  very  uncouth  and  perpleipng  to  the  reader 
of  a  modem  book. 

Ihe  maeh  enlarged  and  altered  version  which  follows  appeared  in 
pnnt  for  the  first  time^  I  believe,  two  years  after;  but  without  any 
^iitoiy  ezoept  what  ia  contained  in  the  title. 
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'    y       .  Jaukb;  containing  8cr:Vi2> 
i'k    his   bkttbr   dikection    in   that  kmlv- 
i*  atourite  :  drawn  at  thk  entreaty  of  the  dvkbltt^l 
From  Sir  Francis  Bacon.^ 

Noble  Sir, 

What  you  requested  of  me  by  word^  when  I  last  waited  on 
you,  you  have  since  renewed  by  your  letters.  Your  requests  are 
commands  unto  me ;  and  yet  the  matter  is  of  that  nature,  that 
I  find  myself  very  unable  to  serve  you  therein  as  you  desire.  It 
hath  pleased  the  King  to  cast  an  extraonlinary  eye  of  favour 
u}X)n  you,  and  you  express  yourself  very  desirous  to  win  u)x>n 
the  judgment  of  your  mastcri  and  not  upon  his  affections  only. 
I  do  very  much  commend  your  noble  ambition  herein;  for 
favour  so  bottomed  is  like  to  be  lasting ;  whereas  if  it  be  built 
but  upon  the  sandy  foundation  of  personal  respects  only,  it  can- 
not be  long-lived. 

Yet  in  this  you  have  errcd^^in  applying  yourself  to  me,  the 
roost  unworthy  of  your  servants,  to  give  assistance  upon  so 
weighty  a  subject. 

You  know  I  am  no  courtier,  nor  versed  in  state  affairs.  My 
life  hitherto  hath  rather  been  contemplative  than  active.  I  have 
rather  studied  l)Ooks  than  men.  I  can  but  guess,  at  the  most, 
at  these  things  in  which  you  desire  to  lie  advised.  Neverthe- 
less, to  shew  my  obedience,  though  with  the  hasard  of  my  dis- 
cretion, I  shall  yield  unto  you. 

Sir,  in  the  first  place,  I  shall  be  bold  to  put  you  in  mind  of 
the  present  condition  you  are  in.     You  are  not  only  a  courtier,  i 
but  a  bed-chamber  man,  and  so  are  in  the  eye  and  ear  of  your  | 
master;  but  you  are  also  a  Favourite,  the  Favourite  of  the  time,  L 
and  so  are  in  his  bosom  also.    The  world  hath  so  voted  you, 
and  doth  so  esteem  of  you;  for  kings  and  great  princes,  even 
the  wisest  of  them,  have  had  their  friends,  their  favourites,  their 
privadoes,  in  all  ages ;  for  they  have  their  affections  as  well  as 
other  men.    Of  these  they  make  several  uses ;  sometimes  to 


Vt  of  the  Lantdowne  MS.  (»  eollector^t  copy,  but  sppuvntlj  an 
on  ..  and  agieea  tubatantiaU/  with  that  in  tha  Cabala  (£d.  leSS^ 
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cm,  and  to  ripen 
o^easc  their  cares  by  im- 
iici^  to  interpose  them  betweei.  them* 
uv^yor  malice  of  their  people ;  (for  kings  cannot 
laTnnist  be  discharged  upon  the  shoulders  of  their  minis- 
ters ;  and  they  who  are  nearest  unto  them  must  be  content  to 
bear  the  greatest  load).  Truly,  Sir,  I  do  not  believe  or  suspect 
that  yon  are  chosen  to  this  eminency,  out  of  the  last  of  these 
amsidcrations :  for  you  serve  such  a  master,  who  by  his  wisdom 
and  goodness  is  as  free  from  the  malice  or  envy  of  his  subjects 
as,  I  think  I  may  truly  say,  ever  any  king  was  who  hath  sat 
apon  his  throne  before  him.  But  I  am  confident  his  Majesty 
hath  cast  his  eyes  upon  you,  as  finding  you  to  be  such  as  you 
should  be,  or  hoping  to  make  you  to  be  such  as  be  would  have 
you  to  be;  for  this  I  may  say  without  flattery,  your  outside 
promiseth  as  much  as  can  be  expected  from  a  gentleman.  But 
,  be  it  in  the  one  respect  or  other,  it  belongcth  to  you  to  take 

care  of  yourself,  and  to  know  well  what  the  name  of  a  Favourite 
^  signifies.     If  you  be  chosen  upon  the  former  respects,  you  have 

reason  to  take  care  of  your  actions  and  deportment,  out  of  your 
gratitude,  for  the  King's  sake;  but  if  out  of  the  latter,  you 
9  oiight  to  take  the  greater  care  for  your  own  sake. 

You  are  as  a  new-risen  star,  and  the  eyes  of  all  men  are  upon 
yon :  let  not  your  own  negligence  make  you  fall  like  a  meteor. 

The  contemplation  then  of  your  present  condition  must  neces- 
sarily prepare  yon  for  action.  What  time  can  be  well  spared 
book  your  attendance  on  your  master  will  be  taken  up  by  I 
mitorsy  whom  you  cannot  avoid  nor  decline  without  reproach. 
For  if  you  do  not  already,  you  will  soon  find  the  throng  of 
snitofB  attend  you ;  for  no  man  almost  who  hath  to  do  with  the 
King  will  think  himself  safe,  unless  you  be  his  good  angel  and 
guide  him ;  or  at  least  that  you  be  not  a  Mains  Genius  against 
hiro :  so  that,  in  respect  of  the  King  your  master,  you  must  be 
^  very  wary  that  you  give  him  true  information ;  and  if  the  matter 

concern  him  in  his  government,  that  you  do  not  flatter  him. 
^  If  you  do,  you  are  as  great  a  traitor  to  him  in  the  court  of 

heaven*  as  he  that  draws  bis  sword  against  him.  And  in  respect 
of  the  suitors  which  shall  attend  you,  there  is  nothing  will  bring 
yott  more  honour  and  more  ease,  than  to  do  them  what  right 
in  justioe  you  may,  and  with  as  much  speed  as  yon  may :  for 
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believe  it.  Sir,  next  to  the  obtaining  of  the  sait^  a  speedy  and 
gentle  denial  (when  the  ease  will  not  bear  it)  is  the  most  aoocpt- 
able  to  suitors.  They  will  gain  by  their  dispatch,  whereas  else 
they  shall  spend  their  time  and  money  in  attending ;  and  you 
will  gain  in  the  ease  you  will  find  in  being  rid  of  their  impor* 
tunity.  But  if  they  obtain  what  they  reasonably  desired,  they 
will  be  doubly  bound  to  you  for  your  favour.  Bis  dat  t/ui  ciio  dat ; 
it  multiplies  the  courtesy,  to  do  it  with  good  words  and  speedily. 
Tltat  you  may  be  able  to  do  this  with  the  best  advantage,  my 
humble  advice  is  this.  When  suitors  come  unto  you,  set  a|)art 
a  certain  hour  iu  a  day  to  give  them  audience.  If  the  business 
\  be  light  and  easy,  it  may  by  word  only  be  delivered,  and  in  a 

)  word  be  answered ;  but  if  it  Ims  either  of  weight  or  of  difficulty, 

direct  the  suitor  to  commit  it  to  writing  (if  it  be  not  so  alreaily) 
and  then  direct  htm  to  attend  for  his  answer  at  a  set  time  to  be 
appointed;  which  would  constantly  l)e  observed,  unless  some 
)  matter  of  great  moment  do  interrupt  it.     When  you  have  re- 

'  ceived  the  petitions,  (and  it  will  please  the  petitioners  well  to 

have  access  unto  you  to  deliver  them  into  your  own  hand,)  let 
^  your  secretary  first  read  them,  and  draw  lines  under  the  mate- 

rial parts  thereof;  (for  the  matter,  for  the  most  part,  lies  in  a 
narrow  room).    The  petitions  being  thus  prepared,  do  you  con* 
I  stantly  set  apart  an  hour  in  a  day  to  peruse  those  petitions;  and 

I  after  you  have  ranked  them  into  several  files,  according  to  tlic 

subject  matter,  make  choice  of  two  or  three  friends,  whose  judg- 
ments and  fidelities  you  IkHcvc  you  may  trust  in  a  business  of 
that  nature ;  and  recommend  it  to  one  or  more  of  them,  to  in- 
form you  of  their  opinions,  and  of  their  reasons  for  or  against 
the  granting  of  it.  And  if  the  matter  bo  of  great  weight  in- 
deed, then  it  would  not  be  amiss  to  send  several  copies  of  the 
same  petition  to  several  of  your  friends,  the  one  not  knowing 
what  the  other  doth,  and  desire  them  to^  return  you  their  an- 

*  For  the  rest  of  the  letter  the  text  it  taken  from  the  Loutdowne  MS.,  SIS,  f. 
92 {  of  wliicli  the  fint  leaf  i§  wanting.  It  it,  I  think,  the  better  copy  of  the  two  i 
but  it  leemt  to  be  an  imlei^endent  one ;  and  it  it  not  eat/  to  understand  in  what 
relation  they  stand  to  each  other.  The  Tarintioni  are  Terr  manj,  but  (or  the  moat 
part  unimportant,  as  far  ai  the  sense  in  ooncemed.  l^hej  are  such  as  a  man 
might  naturally  make  in  writing  or  dictating  a  frosh  oopy  of  lita  own  work,  but 
hardly  such  as  he  would  take  the  tiviuble  to  introduce  by  way  of  corredion  in 
rerising  it.  I  hare  not  thought  it  worth  while  to  make  a  complete  collation,  whieh 
would  take  a  good  deal  of  space.  But  wheroTcr  the  sense  is  materially  affected  by 
the  difference,  I  hare  giTcn  in  the  foot-notes  tlie  i«ading  of  tlie  other  copy.  O 
means  tlie  copy  in  Umi  Oabala :  L  the  Lansdowne  MS. 
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Bwen  (b?  a  certain  time  to  be  by  you  prefixed)  in  writing.  S 
may  yon  reoeiTe^  an  unpartial  answer,  and  by  oomparing  one  with 
the  other  you  shall  both  discern  the  ability  and  the  faithfulness 
of  your  friends,  and  be  also  enabled  to  give  a  judgment  yourself 
tbereupon  as  an  oracle.  But  by  any  means  trust  not  solely  to 
Tour  own  judgment ;  for  none  that  lives  is  omniscient :  nor  trust 
to  yonr  servants'  neither,  who  may  mislead  you  or  misinform  you ; 
by  which  perhaps  they  may  gain  a  few  crowns,  but  the  reproach 
will  fall  on  none  but  yourself,  if  it  l^e  not  rightly  carried. 

For  the  facilitating  your  dispatches,  my  advice  is  further,  th^^t 
you  divide  all  your  petitions,  and  all  therein  contained,  under 
acvrral  heads :  which  I  conceive  may  be  fitly  ranked  into  these 
eight  sorts. 

I.  Matters  concerning  Religion,  the  Church  and  the  Church- 
men. 

II.  Matters  concerning  Justice,  the  Laws,  and  the  Professors 
thereof. 

,    III.  Councillors,  the  Council  Table,  and  the  great  offices  and 
c»fficers  of  the  kingdom. 

IV.  Foreign  Ncgociations  and  Embassies. 

V.  Peace  and  War,  both  foreign  and  civil,  and  in  that  the 
Navy  and  Forts,  and  what  belougcth  to  them. 

r   VI.  Trade,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

VII.  Colonies  and  foreign  Plantations. 

VIII.  The  Court  and  Curiality. 

And  whatsoetrer  will  not  fall  naturally  under  one  of  these 
eight  heads,  believe.  Sir,  it  will  not  1)e  worthy  of  your  thoughts, 
in  this  capacity  we  now  s|)eak  of.  And  of  these  sorts,  I'll  war- 
rant  you  that  you  will  find  enough  to  keep  you  in  business. 

I  begin  with  the  first,  which  concerns  Religipii.* 

1.  In  the  first  place,  be  you  rightly  persuacfcd  and  settled  in 
the  true  Protestant  Religion,  professed  by  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land ;  which  doubtless  is  as  sound  and  orthodox  in  the  doctrines 
thereof,  as  any  Christian  Church  in  the  world. 

2.  And  in  this  you  need  not  be  a  monitor  to  your  master  the 
King.  The  chiefest  of  his  imperial  titles  is  to  be  the  Defender 
of  the  Faith,  and  his  learning  is  eminent,  not  only  above  other 
princes,  but  above. other  men;  be  but  his  scholar^  and  you  are 
safe  in  that. 

>  peltate.    L.  '  So  C.   L.  omiti  the  line. ' 
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ifor  the  discipline  of  the  Church  of  England  by  Bisho|i8, 
I  will  not  positively  say  that  it  is  jure  divino;  but  thin 
X  say  and  think,  ex  animo,  that  it  is  nearest  to  thqjpoatoUl^l 
truth ;  and  I  shall  confidently  say,  it  is  fittest  for  Monarchy  gf 
1  other.  I  will  use  no  other  authority  unto  you,  tlian  that  cx- 
llent  proclamation  set  out  by  the  King's  Majesty  himself  in 
t  e  first  year  of  liis  reign,  and  prefixed  Ijcforc  the  book  of  Com- 
n  )n  Prayer,  which  I  desire  you  to  read ;  and  (if  at  any  time 
there  should  be  the  least  motion^  made  f<^  innovation),  to  put 
the  King  in  mind  to  read  it  himself.  For  it  is  most  dangerous 
in  a  state  to  give  car  to  the  least  alteration  of  government. 

4.  Take  heed,  I  beseech  you,  that  you  be  no  instrument  to 
countenaucc  the  Romish  Catholics,  nor  the  religion  professed 
by  them.'  I  cannot  flatter  you ;  the  world.  Sir,  Itelicves  that 
some  near  in  blood  to  you  are  too  much  of  that  ixsrsuasion ; 
you  may  use  them  with  fit  respects,  according  to  the  bond  of 
nature ;  you  arc  of  kin,  and  so  must  be  a  friend  to  their  persons, 
but  not  to  their  errors. 

5.  The  Archbishops  and  Bishops,  next  under  the  King,  have 
the  government  of  the  Church  and  affairs  ecclesiastical :.  be  not. 
Sir,  a  mean  to  prefer  any  to  those  places  for  any  hy*respcct ; 
but  only  such  as  for  their  learning,  gravity,  and  worth  arc 
deserving :  and  whose  lives  and  doctrine  arc  and  ought  to  be 
exemplary.* 

G.  The  Deans,  Canons,  and  Prebends  of  cathedral  churches.  ^^ 
their  first  institution,  were  of  great  use  in  the  Church ; 
they  were  not  only  to  be  of  counsel  with  the  Bishop  for 
revenue,  but  chiefly  for  his  government*  in  causes  ecclesiastical : 
use  your  best  means  to  prefer  such  to  those  places  as  are  fit  for 
that  purpose ;  men  eminent  for  their  learning,  piety,  and  discre- 
tion; and  put  ^^.rlMajesty  often  in  mind  thereof;  and  let  them 
be  reduced  agaTfjfo  the  primitive  institution. 

7.  You  will  bXoflcn  solicited,  and  perhaps  importuned,  to 
prefer  scholars  to  church  livings.  You  may  further  your  friends 
in  that  way,  caterie^ridui^^  otherwise,  I  pray,  remember  that 
these  are  places  not  merely  oif  favour;  the  charge  of  souls  lies 

1  So  C.    L.  hat  "  mention.''  <  ^  onitf  iLia  eUiue. 

*  bnt  onlj  for  their  lemming,  frnritj^  and  wc  'j[  tlurir  liroi  tmA  doetrino 
ought  to  be  ezcmplafy.  C.  The  wordi  **  and  oughMrbe*'  ahou^  apparaiUj  have 
*t<«m  alruck  ont  when  the  correctioii  waa  made. 
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vpon  them ;  the  greatest  account  whereof  will  be  requireo  «it 
their  o^m  hands ;  but  they  will  share  deeply  in  their  faults  that 
f^       mte  instruments  of  their  preferments. 

'  8.   Hesides  the  Roman  Catholics,  there  arc  a  generation  of 

■ectaricA,  the  Anabaptists,  lirownists,  Familists,  Scripturists,  and 
many  other  of  that  kind.  They  have  been  several  times  very 
busy  in  this  kingdom,  under  the  colourable  pretensions  of  zeal 
Ibr  the  reformation  of  religion.  The  King  your  master  knows 
tlieir  dispositions  very  well ;  a  small  thing  will  put  him  in  mind 
of  ihcm;  his  Majesty  had  experience  of  them  in  Scotland,  I 
hope  he  will  beware  of  them  in  England ;  a  little  countenance 
or  €x>iinivanee  sets  them  on  iirc. 

9.  Order  and  decent  ccncmonie?  in  the  Church  arc  not  only 
oomely  but  commendable ;  but  then  there  roust  be  great  care 
taken  not  to  introduce  innovations.  They  will  quickly  prove 
scandalous^  Men  ar«>  naturally  over-prone  to  superstition ;  the 
true  Protestant  religion  is  settled^  in  the  golden  mean;  the 
enemies  unto  her  arc  the  extremes  on  either  hand. 

10.  Tlie  persons  of  church-men  are  to  be  had  in  due  respect 
for  their  work's  sake,  and  protected^ ;  but  if  a  clergyman  be 
loose  and  scandalous,  he  must  not  be  patronized  nor  winked  at ; 
the  examples  of  but  a  few  that  are  such  corrupt  many. 

11.  Great  care  must  be  taken  that  the  patrimony  of  the 
Church  be  not  sacrilegiously  diverted  to  lay  uses :  his  Majesty 
in  his  time  hath  most  religiously  stopped  a  leak  which  did  much 
harm,  and  would  else  have  done  a  great  deal  more.^  Be  sure,  as 
much  as  in  you  lies,  to  stop  the  leak  on  all  occasions. 

12.  Colleges  and  schools  of  learning  are  to  be  cherished  and 
cooouraged,  for  there  is  the  seminary  to  breed  up  a  new  stock  to 
furnish  the  Church  and  Commonwealth  when  the  old  store  is 
dead  or  transplanted.  This  kingdom  hath  in*  this  later  age 
been  famous  for  good  literature ;  and  if  preferment  shall  attend 
deserrersy  there  will  not  want  supplies. 


I  II.  Next  to  Religion,  let  your  care  be  to  promote  Justice : 

for  by  justice  and  mercy  is  the  King's  throne  established. 
^  1.  Let  the  rules^  of  justice  be  the  law'  of  the  land,  an  impar^ 

*  Mttted.    C  *  pratected  from  loom.    C. 

'  8m  Act  1  Jac.  I.  c.  a,  bj  which  Bithops  were  ditablad  from  sUensting  sny 
«f  IIm  potfcttkmt  of  their  Seee  to  the  crown. 

llB.    O.  *  hiwt.    O. 
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^irJ  .: !;  y&t  betwceu  the  King  and  hi»  people,  and  between  one 
!''.i<   I.  and  another:  I  shall  not  speak  superlatively  c*  '^'^««t. 

I      X  he  suspeeted  of  partiality,  in  regard  of  my  own  pre    ^ 
/lit  this  I  may  truly  say,  they  are  sceond  to  none  in  tl . 

tian  world. 

2.  As  far  as  it  may  lie  in  you,  let  no  arl)itrary  power  be 
introdueed.  The  people  of  this  kingdom  love  tlie  laws  thereof, 
and  nothing  will  oblige  them  more  than  an  assnranee  of 
enjoying  them;  what  the  Nobles  onee  said  upon  occasion  in 
Parliament,  Noinmus  leges  Anglic  muiare,  is  imprinted  in  the 
hearts  of  all  the  people. 

3.  But  because  the  life  of  the  laws  lies  in  the  execution  and 
administration  of  them,  let  your  rye,  in  the  first  place,  be  in  the 
choice  of  good  Judges.  These  pn)pcrtie8  they  have  need  to  be 
furnished  with ;  to  be  learned  in  their  own  profession ;  patient 
in  hearing ;  prudent  in  governing ;  iM)wcrful  in  their  eloquence 
to  persuade  and  satisly  )x>th  parties  and  auditors ;  just  in  their 
judgment ;  and,  to  sum  up  all,  they  must  have  these  three  attri^ 
butes ;  1 .  they  must  be  men  of  courage,  2.  fearing  God,  3.  and 
hating  covetousness ;  an  ignorant  man  cannot,  a  coward  dares 
not,  be  a  good  judge. 

4.  By  no  means  be  you  {persuaded  to  interpose  yourself, 
by  word  or  letter,  in  any  cause  depending,  or  like  to  be 
depending,  in  any  court  of  justice,  nor  suffer  any  man^  to  do  it 
where  you  can  hinder  it :  and  by  all  means  dissuade  the  King 
himself  from  it,  upon  the  importunity  of  any  either  for  their 
friends  or  themselves.  If  it  should  prevail,  it  perverts  justice ; 
but  if  the  Judge  be  so  just,  and  of  so  undaunted  a  courage  (as  he 
ought  to  be)  as  not  to  be  inclined  thereby,  yet  it  always  leaves  a 
taint  of  suspicion  and  prejudice  behind  it.     Judges  must  be 

^  ^!         <      ir's  wife,  neither  to  be,  nor  so  much  as  suspected 

*  be  unjust;  and.  Sir,  the  honour  of  the  Judges 
111  juaicature  is  the  King's  honour,  whose  person  they  repre* 
sent. 

5.  There  is  great  use  of  the  service  of  the  Judges  in 
their  circuits,  which  are  twice  in  the  year  held  through- 
out the  kingdom,  for  the  trial  of  a  few  causes  between 
party  and  party,  and  the  delivering  [of  the  gaols  in  the  several 

I  Anj  other  gvMt  mso.    0. 
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Goonticsy*]  ami  good  expedition  of  justice;  yet  arc  the;  of 
more  use  for  tlie  i;ovcmmciit  of  tlic  countries  through  which 
thej  pass,  if  tliat  were  well  thought  u|K>n.  For  if  tlicy  hail 
instructions  for  that  pnr|)ose,  tliey  might  1)c  the  lx»t  intel- 
ligencers to  the  King  of  the  state  of  the  wliole  kingdom,  of  the 
dispositions  of  the  people,  of  their  inclinations,  of  their  muta- 
tions and  motions,  which  arc  necessary  to  be  understood  truly. 

6.  To  this  end  I  could  wish,  that  against  every  circuit  all 
the  Judges  should,  sometimes  by  the  King  himself,  or  sometimes 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  Lord  Keeper  in  the  King's  name, 
receive  a  charge  of  those  things  which  the  present  times  did 
most  require;  and  at  their  return  should  deliver  a  faithful 
account  thereof,  how  they  found  and  lef^  the  countries  thorough 
which  they  passed,  and  in  which  they  kept  their  assizes. 

7.  And  that  they  might  the  better  perform  this  work,  which 
might  be  of  great  importance,  it  will  not  be  amiss  that  the 
chaise  given  the  Judges  be  sometimes  in  public,  as  it  uscth  to 
be  in  the  Star-chamber,  at  the  end  of  the  term  next  before  the 
circuit  begin,  where  the  King's  care  of  justice  and  the  good  of 
the  people  may  be  published ;  and  that  sometimes  also  it  may 
be  given  them  in  private,  to  communicate  to  the  Judges  some 
tilings  not  so  fit  to  be  pul)licly  delivered. 

8.  I  couhl  wish  also  that  the  Judges  were  directed  to  make 
a  little  longer  stay  in  a  place  than  usually  they  do ;  a  day  more 
in  a  country  would  be  a  good  addition,  although  their  wages 
were  for  their  circuits  increased  in  proportion  :  it  would  stand 
better  with  the  gravity  of  the  employment ;  whereas  now  they 
are  sometimes  enforced  to  rise  over-early  and  to  sit  over-late 
for  the  dispatch  of  their  business,  to  the  extraordinary  trouble 
of  themselves  and  of  the  country ;  the  times  not  indeed  being 
harm  juridicm ;  and  whidi  is  more,  they  would  have  the  more 
leburc  of  informing  themselves,  quasi  aliud  agerUes,  of  the  true 
state  of  the  country. 

9.  The  attendance  of  the  sherifis  of  the  counties,  accom- 
panied with  the  principal  gentlemen,  in  a  comely,  not  costiv 
cqnipage,  upon  the  Judges  of  assize  at  their  coming  into  the 

*  Tlw  words  williin  \\%e  hniokete  are  nupplied  from  the  Cabala,  the  reading  of 
vlii<*li(** the  trial  of  a  few  (*awMM  between  party  and  ^larty  or  delirering  of  the 
^■ob  in  llie  tcTeral  count iei  are  of  great  nee  for  the  ci|}odttion  of  justice,  )*et 
ilicy  are  of  much  more  use,*'  etc.,)  appears  to  be  olherwisd  lees  oorreot-  ■'-"*•  *• 
mw^  I  think,  mean  the  Judgea,  not  ilto  trial  of  oantet. 
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place  of  I*,  i  .cir  going  out,  is  not  only  a 

civility,  but  ot  .  :  j.  .  *ctli  a  revercDtial  respect  to  the 
persons  and  places  oi  tlie  Judges,  who  coming  from  the  King 
himself  of  so  great  an  errand,  should  not  be  neglected. 

10.  If  any  sue  to  be  mode  a  Judge,  for  my  own  part  I  should 
suspect  him  :  but  if  he  should  directly  or  iiulirectly  bargain  for 
a  place  of  judicature,  let  him  be  rejected  with  shame ;  Vendere 
jure  potest^  emerai  Hie  prim:  He  that  buys  in  gross,  believe  me 

he  will  sell  in  retail.^ 

11.  When  the  place  of  chief  Judge  in  a  court'  becomes 
vacant,  and  a  puisne  Judge  of  the  same  court,  or  of  another 
court,  hath  approved  himself  fit  and  deserving,  it  would  be  a 
singular  good  encouragement  for  him  and  others  if  such  an 
one  be  sometimes  preferred  and  advanced. 

12.  Next  to  the  Judges,  there  would  be  care  taken  in  the 

choice  of  such  as  are  called  to  the  degree  of  Sergeants  at  Law, 

for  such  they  must  be  before  they  be  made  Judges.     None 

should  be  made  Sergeants  but  such  as  probably  might  be  held 

fit  to  be  Judges'  afterwards,  when  their  ext)ericnce  at  the  by^ 

hath  fitted  them  for  the  1)ench :  therefore  by  all  means  ^yTL^Qnics 

that  unworthy-  co^'^  ^'  '•  *-  ♦5*nQs,  that  thcv  sh-  .  '2.^  .^  ,i,^ 
for  it ;  it  ulay  satisfy  some  courtic.,  .  -  no  honour  to  the 

wrsou  so  preferred,  nor  to  the  King  who  prefers  him. 

13.  For  the  King's  counsel  at  law,  especially  his  Attorney 
General  and  Solicitor  General,  1  need  say  nothing :  their  con- 
tinual  use  for  the  King's  service,  not  only  for  the  revenue,  but 
for  all  the  parts  of  his  government,  will  put  the  King  m  mind, 
and  those  who  love  his  service,  to  make  choice  of  men  cveiy 
way  fit  and  able  for  that  employment ;  they  had  need  be  learned 
in  their  profession,  and  not  ignorant  in  other  things,  and  to  be 
dexterous  in  tlie  discharge  of  their  affairs. 

11.  The  King's  Attorney  in  the  Court  of  Wards  is  in  the  true 
quality  of  the  Judges;  therefore  what  hath  been  observed 
already  of  the  Judges  (which  are  intendwl  principally  of  the  three 
great  courts  of  law  at  Westminster)  may  be  applied  to  the 
choice  of  the  Attorney  of  that  court. 

r>  Tlie  like  for  the  Attorney  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  who 
partekes  of  l)oth  qualities,  partly  of  a  judge  in  the  court,  and 

I  L.  omiU  ilia  Utin  refc :  C.  omit.  tl^.t^J^ij"-  '  '"  ^"'*-    ^ 

>  Th-    -Uuie  is  omitted  la  L^  »d  roppbed  from  C. 
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putlj  of  an  attorney-general,  for  sO  mocb  SS  concerns  the  proper 
rercnuca  of  the  Duchy. 

16.  I  most  not  forget  the  Judges  of  the  four  circuits  in  the 
tvelrc  counties  of  the  Principality  of  Wales,  who  although  they 
are  not  of  the  fir«t  magnitude,  nor  need  to  be  of  the  degree  of 
the  coif,  (only  the  Chief  Justice  of  Chester,  who  is  one  of  the 
number,  is  so,)  yet  arc  they  convidcrablc  in  the  choice  of  them, 
bj  the  aame  rules  as  the  other  Judges  are ;  and  they  some- 
timea  are,  and  fitly  may  be,  transplanted  into  the  higher 
conrta. 

17.  There  are  many  courts,  some  superior^  some  provincial, 
and  of  a  lower  orb :  it  were  to  Ix;  wished,  and  it  is  fit  to  be 
so  ordered,  that  every  of  them  keep  themselves  within  their 
proper  spheres.  The  harmony  of  justice  is  then'  the  sweetest, 
when  there  is  no  jarring  about  the  jurisdiction  of  their  courts  ; 
which  roethinks  wise  men  cannot  differ  upon,  their  true  bounds 
arc  for  the  most  part  so  truly  known. 

18.  Having,  Sir,  said  thus  much  of  the  Judges,  somewhat 
will  be  fit  to  put  you  in  mind  concerning  the  ministers'  of 
jil^Hce:  the  High  Sheriffs  of  the  counties  in  the  first  place, 
which  IiaTc  been  very  ancient  in  tlii^  hlriguom ;  I  am  sure 
before  the  couqucst.  The  r>*cice  of  them  I  recommeuu  to  your 
care,  and  that  you  (at  times  fit  for  it)  do  put  the  King  in  mind 
of  it ;  that  as  near  as  may  be  they  be  such  as  are  fit  for  those 
places:  for  they  are  of  great  trust  and  power;  [the  pa$9€ 
camiiaimSf  the  power  of]  the  whole  county  being  legally  com- 
mitted unto  them. 

19.  It  is  agreeable  with  the  intention  of  the  law  that  the 
choice  of  the  High  SheriiTs  should  be  by  the  recommendation 
of  the  great  officers  of  the  kingdom,  and  by  the  advice  of  the 
Judgea,  who  are  presumed  to  be  well  read  in  the  gentry  of  the 
kingdom  i*  altliough  the  King  may  do  it  of  himself,  yet  the  old 
way  ia  the  good  way. 

20.  I  do  also  utterly  condemn  the  practice  of  the  later  times, 
whidi  bath  of  late  crept  in  the  court  (at  the  back-stairs),  that 
some  who  were  pricked  for  sheriffs  and  were  fit  men  for  the 
office  diottld  make  means  to  get  out  of  the  list ;  and  others  that 

*  tliere.    L.  '  prinoipsl  miniiten.    0. 
'  The  wofds  within  the  hnekete  are  rapplied  from  0. 
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were  never  thought  upon,  nor  yet  of  that  worth  to  be  sheriffs, 
should  be  Dominated ;  and  both  for  money. 

21.  I  must  not  omit  to  put  you  in  mind  of  the  jLords  Lieutc* 
nants  and  the  Deputy  Lieutenants  of  the  several  eounties:  their 
proper  use  is  for  the  ordering  the  military  affairs,  in  order 
against  an   invasion  from   abroad,  a  sedition,  insurrection,  or 

t.  rebellion  at  home;  good  ehoiee  would  \ic  made  of  tliem,  aad 

prudent  instructions  given  to  them,^  and  as  little  of  the  arbi* 
trary  power  as  may  be  left  unto  them ;  and  that  the  muster- 
masters,  and  other  under  officers,  encroach  not  upon  tho 
subject.^ 

22.  The  Justices  of  the  Peace  arc  of  great  use.    Anciently^ 
there  were  the  conservators  of  the  peace;  these  are  the  same,  - 
saving  that  the  several  acts  of  Parliament  have  altered  their 

'  denomination,  and  enlarged  their  jurisdiction  in  many  par- 
ticulars :  the  fitter  they  are  in  their  places  for  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom,  the  more  heed  ought  to  be  taken  in  the  ehoiee  of 
tliem. 

23.  But  negatively,  this  I  shall  be  bold  to  advise,  that  none 
be  put  into  cither  of  these  commissions  with  an  eye  of  favour 
unto  their  persons,  to  give  tlicni  countenance  or  reputation  in 
the  place  where  they  live,  but  for  the  King's  service  sake  only ; 
nor  any  be  put  out  for  the  displeasure  of  any  great  man :  it 
hath  been  too  often  used,  and  it  hath  been  no  good  service  to 
his  Majesty. 

24.  A  word  more  Sir,  (if  you  please  to  give  leave)  for  the  mode- 
ration  of  justice  on  the  King's  part.  The  execution  of  justice 
is  oommitted  to  the  Judges,  which  seemeth  to  be  the  severer 
part;  but  the  milder  part,  which  is  mercy,  is  wholly  lefl  in  the 
King's  immediate  hand:  and  justice  and  »P'^''ffr  are  the  true 
supporters  of  his  royal  throne.  For  if  the  King  simil  l)e  wholly 
intent  upon  justice,  it  may  look  with  an  over-rigid  aspect ;  and 
if  the  King  shall  be  too  remiss  and  easy,  it  draweth  contempt  upon 
him.  Examples  of  justice  must  sometimes  be  made  for  terror 
to  some;  and  examples  of  mercy  sometimes  for  comfort  to 
others ;  the  one  procures  fear,  and  the  other  begets  love.  A 
kins  mn«^  ^       *   .  c  'cd  and  feared,  else  hc.js  lost.    ^«^Ji^v»<U^ 

*^  courts  of  justice  I  have  spoken  of,  and  of 

^  *  This  eUuM  it  omitlod  in  L.  md  luppUed  from  0. 
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^ir  judges  and  judicature :  I  shall  now  put  you  in  mind  of 
*oine  things  tf>ucliiug  the  High  Ck>urtof  Parliament  in  England, 
^hich  is  aupcrlative;  and  therefore  it  will  behove  me  to  speak 
*te  more  warily  of  it. 

26.  For  the  true  ooostitutiou  thereof  consists^  of  the  two 
houses,  of  Lords  and  Commons,  as  the  members ;  and  the  King's 
^Ujesty,  as  the  head  of  that  great  body.  By  the  King's  autho- 
^^7  alone,  and  by  his  writ,  the  members  of  both  the  houses  are 
**^nibled,  and  by  him  alone  are  they  prorogued  and  dissolved  ; 
but  each  house  may  adjourn  itself. 

27.  They  being  thus  asscmblal,  they  are  more  properly  a 
Council  to  the  King,  the  great  Council  of  the  Kiiigdomi  to  advise 
his  Majesty  of  those  things  of  weight  and  difficulty  which  eon- 
oem  both  the  King  and  kingdom,'  than  a  court. 

28.  No  new  laws  can  be  made,  or  old  ones  abrogated  and 
altered,  but  by  common  consent  in  Parliament,  where  bills  are 
prepared  and  presented  to  the  two  houses,  and  there  seriously 
debated';  but  nothing  is  concluded  but  by  the  King's  royal 
assent  in  person  or  by  his  commissioners  delegated ;  they  are 
hut  embryos,  till  he  gives  life  unto  them. 

29.  Yet  the  House  of  Peers  have  power  of  judicature  in 
some  cases :  properly  to  examine,  then  to  affirm,  or  (if  there 
be  cause)  to  reverse  the  judgment  which  hath  been  given  in 
the  King's  Bench,  which  is  the  court  of  the  highest  judica- 
ture* in  this  kingdom  for  ordinary  judicature;  but  in  those 
eases  it  must  be  done  by  writ  of  error  in  Parliament :  and  then 
their  proceeding'  is  not  abtoluta  potettas,  as  in  making  new 
laws,  in  that  conjuncture  as  before  is  said,  but  poiesias  iimiiaia, 
according  to  the  rule  of  the  known  laws  of  this  land. 

80.  But  the  House  of  Commons  hath  only  power  to  censure 
the  members  of  their  own  house,  in  point  of  election  and  mis- 
demeanors in  or  towards  that  house ;  and  have  not,  nor  ev< 
bad  the  power  so  much  as  to  administer  an  oath  in  any  case 
vhatsoever  to  prepare  a  judgment. 

81.  The  true  use  of  Parliaments  in  this  kingdom  is  very 
excellent;  and  they  would*  be  often  called,  as  the  arduous  affiurs 


*  for  tiM  inrtilation  oT  il,  it  it  rwy  taeiml  in  Out  kiogdom^  it  oonMitgtli, 
cle.  a 
'  People.    C.              >  then  deHrefBd.    0.  *  juriodiotion.    0. 
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of  the  kingdom  shall  require;  and  continue  p'       .      ^  it  is 
necessary  and  no  longer :  for  then  thoy  arc  - '  '  "  'to  the 

IKoplc,  by  reason  of  the  privileges  due  to  th  «icm.  -  ^  the 
two  houses  and  their  attendants;  which  their  privi.  *'  nd 
riglits  are  religiously  to  be  ol)servcd  and  preserved :  but  '  ▼ 
should  be  unjustly  enlarged  beyond  the  true  1x)und89  '/ 
might  lessen  the  just  power  of  the  Crown,  it  borders  so  lajar 
upon  popularity. 
-32.  All  this  while  I  have  spoken  of  the  Common  Law  of 
England,  properly  and  generally  so  called^  because  it  is  general 
and  common  to  almost  all  cases  and  causes,  civil  and  criminal. 

But  there  is  also  another  law,  which  is  called  the  Civil  or 
Ecclesiastical  Law,  which  is  confined  to  some  few  heads,  and  it 
is  not  to  be  neglected :  and  although  I  am  a  professor  of 
the  Common  Law,  yet  am  I  so  much  a  lover  of  truth  and  of 
learning  and  of  my  native  country,  that  I  do  heartily  persuade 
that  the  professors  of  that  law,  called  Civilians  (because  the 
Civil  Law  is  their  rulcs^),  be  not  disoountenanced  nor  dis* 
eonragcd :  else  whensoever  we  should  have  ought  to  do  with 
any  foreign  Prince  or  state,  we  shall  Ixs  at  a  miserable  loss,  for 
want  of  learned  men  in  that  profession. 

IIL  I  come  now  to  those  thin/,s  which  cK)ncern  ("ouncillors  of 

State,  the  Council  Table,  and  the  great  offices  and  oflicers 

of  the  kingdom ;  who  are  those  for  the  most  part  furnish 

out  the  Council  Board. 

L  Of  councillors  there  are  two  sorts :  the  first  arc  consili' 

arii  nati,  as  I  may  term  them ;  such  arc  the  Prince  of  Wales, 

and  other  the  King's  sons,  (when  he  hath  more) :  of  these  I 

speak  not,  for  they  arc  naturally  bom  to  be  counsellors  to  the 

King,  to  learn  the  art  of  governing  betimes. 

2.  But  the  ordinary  sort  of  councillors  are  such  as  the  King,, 
out  of  a  due  consideration  of  their  worth  and  abilities,  and 
withal  of  their  fidelity  to  his  person  and  his  crown,  calleth  to  be  of 
council  with  him  in  his  ordinary  government.  And  the  council- 
table  is  so  called  from  the  place  where  they  assemble  and  sit 
together;  and  their  oath  is  the  only  ceremony  used  to  make 

is  solemnly  given  unto  them  at  their  first 
^nourable  persons  are  from  thenceforth  of 

'  guido.    C. 
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that  hononrable  board  and  body :  thej  cannot  come  until  they 
be  tlius  called,  and  the  King  at  hia  pleasure  may  spare  their 
ttttendaTicCy  which  at  their  own  pleasures  they  may  not  do. 

i  3.  This  being  the  quality  of  the  service,  you  may.  Sir,  easily 

judge  what  care  the  King  should  use  in  the  choice  of  them.  It 
iMslioveth  that  they  be  persons  of  great  trust  and  fidelity,  and 

i  mlao  of  wit  and  judgment,  who  shall  assist  in  bearing  up  eht 

King's  throne.^  ^'-^ 

4.  Yet  it  may  not  be  unfit  to  call  some  of  younger  years,  to 
trtin  them  up  in  that  science,  and  so  fit  them  for  those  weighty 
mflkirs  against  the  time  of  greatest  maturity,  and  some  also  for 
the  honour  of  their  persons :  but  these  two  sorts  not  to  be  tied  to 
wo  strict  attendance  as  the  others,  fix>m  whom  the  present  dis- 
patch of  business  is  expected. 

5.  I  could  wish  that  their  number  might  not  be  over-great ; 
the  persons  of  the  councillors  would  be  more  venerable :  and  I 
know  that  Queen  Elizabeth  (in  whose  time  I  had  the  happiness 
to  be  bom  and  to  live  many  years)  was  not  so  much  observed 
to  have  a  numerous  as  a  wise  council. 

6.  Tlie  duty  of  a  privy-councillor  to  a  King,  I  conceive,  is  not 
only  to  attend  the  council-board  at  the  times  appointed,  and 
there  to  consult  of  what  is  propounded ;  but  also  to  study  the 
things  which  may  advance  the  King's  honour  and  safety  and 
good  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  King, 
or  his  fellow-councillors,  as  there  shall  be  occasion.  And  this. 
Sir,  will  concern  you  more  than  others,  by  how  much  you  have 
a  laiger  share  in  his  affection. 

7.  And  one  thing  I  shall  be  bold  to  desire  [you]  to  recom- 
mend to  his  Majesty :  when  any  new  thing  shall  be  propounded 
to  be  taken  into  consideration,  that  no  councillor  should  sud- 
denly deliver  any  positive  opinion  thereof:  it  is  not  easy  with  all 
men  to  retract  their  opinions,  although  there  shall  be  cause 
for  it :  but  only  to  hear  it,  and  at  the  most  but  to  break  it 
at  the  first,  that  it  may  be  the  better  understood  at  the  next 
meeting. 

8.  When  any  matter  of  weight  hath  been  debated,  and 
seeroeih  ready  for  a  resolution,  I  wish  it  may  not  be  at  that 
sitting  oonclnded,  unless  the  nteessity  of  llii_^|iii ^injiiil 

*  0.  adds**  and  of  known  ssperimoe  in 
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uix>n  second  aoub  there  should  be  cause  to  alter;  which  is 

not  for  the  gi .    yj  and  honour  of  the  board. 

9.  I  wish  also  that  the  King  would  be  pleased  to  be  sometimes 
present  at  the  board ;  it  adds  a  majesty  to  it :  and  yet  not  to  bo 
too  frequently  there ;  that  would  render  it  less  esteemed  when  it 
is  become  common :  besides  it  may  make  the  councillors  not  so 
free  in  their  debates  in  his  presence  as  they  would  be  in  his 
absence. 

10.  Besides  the  giving  of  counsel,  the  eouucillbrs  are  bound 
by  their  duties  {ex  vi  termini)  as  well  as  by  their  oath,  to  keep 
counsel ;  therefore  they  are  called  de  privato  consilio  regis,  and 
a  secreliortbus  canciliis  regis. 

11.  One  thing  I  shall  add  in  the  negative,  and  which  is  not 
fit  for  that  board,  the  entertaining  of  private  causes  of  meum  and 
iuum  ;  those  should  be  left  to  the  ordinary  course  and  courts  of 
justice. 

12.  There  is^  great  care  to  be  used  for  the  councillors  them* 
selves  to  be  well  chosen,  so  there  is  of  the  clerks  of  the  council 
for  the  secreting  their  consultations :  and  methinks  it  were  fit 
that  his  Majesty  be  especially'  moved  to  give  a  scricl  chrr^t;,  Mtd 
to  bind  it  with  a  solemn  order  (if  it  be  not  done  already,)  that 
no  copies  of  the  orders  of  the  table  be  delivered  by  the  clerks 
of  the  council  but  by  the  order  of  the  board ;  nor  any  (not  being 
a  councillor,  or  a  clerk  of  the  council,  or  his  clerk)  to  have 
access  to  the  council  books :  and  that  the  servants  attending  the 
clerks  of  the  council  be  also  bound  to  secrecy,  as  well  as  their 
masters. 

13.  For  the  great  offices  and  officers  of  the  kingdom,  I  shall 
say  but  little;  for  most  of  them  are  such  as  cannot  be  well 
severed  from  the  oouncillorship;  and  therefore  the  same  rule  is 
to  be  observed  for  the  choice'  of  theui.  In  the  general  only  I 
advise  this,  let  them  be  set  in  those  places  for  which  probably 
they  are  most  fit. 

14.  But  in  the  quality  of  the  persons,  I  conceive  it  will  be 
most  convenient  to  have  some  of  every  sort,  as  in  the  time 
of  Queen  Elisabeth  was  one  Bishop  at  the  least,  in  respect  of 
questions  touching  religion  or  government  of  the  Church;  one 
01  '  -illed  in  the  laws;  some  for  martial  affairs;  some  for 

.'airs:  by  this  mixture  one  will  help  another  in  all 

era  U.    0.  *  •peodily.    C.  *  Iw  boih  ia  Um  ohoiot.    a 
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things  which  shall  there  happen  to  be  moved.  But  if  that 
•hoiild  fail,  it  will  be  a  safe  way  to  consult  with  some  other  able 
persons  well  wayed^  in  the  point  which  is  the  subject  of  their 
consultation ;  which  yet  may  be  done  so  warily,  as  may  not  dis- 
cover the  main  end  therein. 

IV.  Fourthly,  in  the  next  place  I  8hall  put  you  in  mind  of 
foreign  negociations,  and  embassies  to  or  with  foreign 
princes  or  states;  wherein  I  shall  be  little  able  to  serve 
you. 

1.  Only  I  shall  tell  you,  Sir,  what  hath  been  and  ever  was  the 
course  in  the  happy  days  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  whom  it  will  l)e 
no  dis-reputation  to  follow:  and  she  did  vary,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  employment,  the  quality'  of  the  persons  she 
employed ;  which  is  a  good  rule  to  go  by. 

2.  If  it  were  an  ambassage  of  congratulation  or  ceremony 
(which  must  not  be  neglected,)  choice  was  made  of  some  noble 
person  eminent  in  place  and  able  in  purse;  and  such  a  man 
would  take  it  for  a  mark  of  favour,  and  discharge  it  without  any 
^>v»t  b^'^^n  io  ihe  Queen's  coffers,  for  his  own  honour's  sake. 

8.  But  if  it  were  au  embassy  of  weight,  concerning  affairs  of 
state,  choice  was  made  of  some  sober  person  of  known  jndg* 
ment,  wisdom,  and  cx|)eriencc ;  and  not  of  a  young  man  not 
▼ersed  in  matter  of  state;  nor  of  a  mere  formal  roan,  whatsoever 
his  title  or  outside  were. 

4.  Yet  in  company  of  such,  some  towardly  young  noblemen 
or  gentlemen  were  usually  sent  also,  as  assistants  or  else  atten- 
dants, according  to  the  quality  of  the  persons;  who  might  be 
thereby  prepared  and  fitted  by  this  means  for  the  like  employ- 
ment another  time. 

5.  In  their  company  were  always  sent  some  grave  and  sage 
person  skilled  in  the  civil  laws,  and  some  ready  in  the  languages, 
sad  some  who  had  been  formerly  conversant  in  the  courts  of 
these  princes,  and  knew  their  ways;  these  were  assistant  in 
private,  not  trusted  to  manage  the  affairs  in  public ;  that  would 
detract  from  the  honour  of  the  principal  ambassador. 

6.  If  the  n^godstion  were  sbout  merchants'  affairs,  then  were 

■  TiM  bcgumiaf  oTliie  Mstonot^  fiom*<Bat"  to**w»jed"ii  omiltod  in  >L.  and 
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tiie  puio^^^  •'  .<^  che  most  part  doctors  of  the  civil  law, 

assisted  with  some  oiijc*  discreet  mcu ;  and  in  such  cases  the 
charge  was  ordinarily  defrayed  by  the  coni|)any  or  society  of 
merchants  whom  the  ncgociation  concerned. 

7.  If  liegcr  ambassadors  or  agents  were  sent,  to  remain  in  or 
near  tlie  courts  of  other^  princes  or  states  (as  it  was  ever  held 
fit),  to  observe  their  motions  and  to  hold  corrcs|iondenco  with 
them  upon  all  occasions,  such  men  were  made  choice  of  as  were 
presumed  to  be  vigilant  and  industrious  and  discrccti  and  had 
the  language  of  the  place  perfect  whither  they  were  sent ;  and 
with  these  agents  were  always  sent  such  as  were  hopeful  and 
may  be  worthy'  of  the  like  employment  at  another  time. 

8.  Tlicir  care  was,  to  give  timely  intelligence  of  all  occurrcnta^ 
either  to  the  Queen  herself,  or  to  the  secretaries  of  state  unto 
whom  they  had  their  immediate  relation* 

9.  Their  charge  was  always  lx>me  by  the  Queen,  and  daily* 
l>aid  out  of  the  Exchequer,  in  such  proportion  as  according  to 
the  qualities  and  places  might  give  them  an  honourable  sub* 
sisteuce  there :  but  for  reward  of  their  service,  they  were  to 
expect  it  afterward  at  their  return,  by  some  such  preferment  as 
might  be  worthy  of  them,  and  yet  bo  but  little  burthensome  to 
the  Queen's  coffers  or  revenues. 

10.  At  their  going  forth  they  had  their  general  instructions  in 
writing,  which  might  l)e  oommunieated  to  the  ministers  of  state 
whither  they  were  sent ;  and  they  had  also  private  instructions 
upon  particular  occasions :  and  at  their  return,  they  did  always 
render  an  account  of  some  things  to  the  Queen  herself,  of  some 
things  to  the  body  of  the  council,  and  of  some  other  to  the  sccre* 
taries  of  state ;  who  made  use  of  them,  as  there  was  cause. 

1 1.  In  those  days  there  was  a  constant  course  held,  that  by  the 
advice  of  the  secretaries,  or  some  principal  councillors,^  there 
were  always  sent  forth  into  the  parts  beyond  the  seas  som.e 
young  men,  of  whom  good  hopes  were  conceived  of  their  to- 
wardliness,  to  be  trained  up  and  made  fit  for  such  public  em- 
ployments, and  to  learn  the  languages.  This  was  at  the  charge 
of  the  Queen,  which  was  not  much ;  for  they  travelled  but  as 
private  gentlemen:  and  as  by  their  industry  their  deserts  did 
appear,  so  were  they  further  employed  and  rewarded.    This 

^  thone.    C.  *  hopeful  to  ho  wofthv.    C.  *  duW.    0. 

^  So  C.    L.  luM  "  iheiv  wae  a  oomImiI  oouim  for  priBoipol  eouneulon.*' 
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I,  Sir,  I  shall  commend  unto  you,  to  breed  up  a  nursery  of 
public  plants. 

V.  For  Peace  and  War,  and  those  things  which  appertain  to 
either ;  I  in  my  disposition  and  profession  am  wholly  for. 
peace,  if  it  please  God  to  bless  this  kingdom  therewith,  as 
for  many  years  past  he  hath  done. 

1.  I  shall  not  need  to  persuade  you.  Sir,  to  the  advancing  of 
it ;  nor  shall  you  need  to  persuade  the  King  your  master  therein ; 
for  that  he  hath  hitherto  been  another  Salomon  in  this  our 
Israel,  and  the  motto  which  his  Majesty  hath  chosen,  Beaii 
pacifiei,  shews  his  own  judgment :  but  he  must  use  the  means 
to  preserve  it,  else  such  a  jewel  will  be  lost. 

2.  God  is  the  God  of  peace ;  it  is  one  of  his  glorious  attri- 
butcs,  therefore  by  him  alone  we  must  pray  and  hope  to  have 
it  continued :  there  is  the  foundation. 

3.  And  likewise  the  King  must  not  neglect  the  just  ways  for 
it;  justice  is  the  best  protector  of  it  at  home,  and  provision  of 
war  is  the  best  prevention  of  it  from  abroad. 

4.  Wars  are  either  foreign  or  civil ;  for  the  foreign  by  the 
King  upon  some  neighbouring  nation,  I  hope  we  are  secure ;  the 
King  in  his  pious  and  just  disposition  is  not  inclinable  thereunto; 
his  empire  is  large  enough,'  bounded  in  with  the  ocean,  as  if  the 
very  situation  of  this  island  had  thereby  taught  both  King  and 
people  to  set  up  their  rests,  and  say,  iVe  plus  ultra, 

5.  And  for  a  war  of  invasion  from  abroad ;  (only  we  must  not 
live  in  a  neglective  manner  and  be  not  over-secure) :  that  is  the 
way  to  invite  it. 

6.  But  if  we  be  always  prepared  to  receive  an  enemy,  (if  the 
ambition  or  malice  of  any  should  invite  him,)  we  may  be  very 
confident  we  shall  live  long  in  peace  and  tranquillity  without 
any  attempt  at  all  upon  us. 

7.  To  make  the  preparations  hereunto  the  more  assured :  in 
the  first  place,  I  shall  recommend  unto  you  the  care  of  our  out- 
work, the  Navy  Royal  and  shipping  of  the  kingdom,  which  are  the 
walls  thereof:  and  every  great  ship  is  as  an  impregnable  fort  or 
bulwark;  and  our  many  safe  and  commodious  ports  and  havens, 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  are  as  the  redoubts  to  secure  them. 

S.  For  the  body  of  the  ships,  no  nation  of  the  world  doth 

»8oa«iMpiU»l*Wnc'*aaprinliclfi»«'krg«.'*    L.  omiti  tiM  dsoM. 
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equal  i!<ngiana  lor  the  oaken  timber  wherewith  to  build  them  ; 
and  we  need  not  borrow  of  any  another  nation  iron  for  spikes 
and  nails,  to  fasten  them  together ;  but  there  munt  be  a  great 
deal  of  providence  used,  that  our  ship-timber  be  not  unneces- 
sarily wasted. 

9.  But  tackling  and  sails  and  conlagc,  and  pitch,  tar  and 
hemp,  we  arc  beholding  to  our  neighbours  for,  and  buy  those 
things  for  our  money ;  that  must  be  foreseen  and  laid  up  in  store 
against  times  of  need,  and  not  to  have  those  necessaries  to  seek 
when  we  are  to  use  them :  but  we  arc  much  to  blame  that  we 
make  not  some  of  these  at  home;  only  pitch  and  tar  we  have 
none  all  of  our  own. 

10.  For  the  true  art  of  building  of  ships,  for  burthen  and 
service  both,  no  nation  in  the  world  exceeds  us :  8hi|)-wrights 
and  all  other  artisans  belonging  to  that  trade  must  be  cherished 
and  encouraged.  ^*^ 

11.  Powder  and  ammunition  of  all  sorts  we  can  have  plenty 
at  home,  and  in  exchange  for  otlier  of  our  home  commodities  wc 
may  be  plentifully  supplied  from  our  neighbours,  which  must  not 
in  any  wise  be  neglected. 

12.  ^Vith  mariners  and  seamen  this  kingdom  is  plentifully 
furnished :  our  constant  trade  of  merchandise  abroad  and  other 
home  trade  will  furnish  at  a  need;  and  our  many  navigable 
rivers  will  upon  occasion  repair  the  store  to  the  Navy  Royal  and 
to  the  merchants,  if  they  be  hired,  set  on  work,  and  well  paid  for 
their  labour. 

13.  Sea-captains  and  other  commanders  and  ofliceini^«x)nst  be 
encouraged,  and  rise  by  degrees,  as  theirjippToved  fidelities  and 
industry  deserve  it.  "^       -     *  " 

14.  Our  strict  league  of  amity  and  alliance  with  our  near 
neighl)ours  the  Hollanders  is  a  mutual  strength  to  both  ;^  the 
shipping  of  both,  in  conjuncture,  being  so  powerful,  by  Ood's 
blessing,  as  no  foreigner  will  venture  upon.  This  league  and 
friendship  must  inviolably  be  observed. 

15.  From  Scotland  in  former  times  we  have  had  someiiot 
alarums,  and  inroads  ihto  the  more  northern  parts  of  this  king- 
dom ;  but  that  most  happy  union  of  both  kingdoms  under  one 
*'Hg,  our  most  gracious  sovereign,  I  hope  well  bath  taken  away 

>  TU  word  ** both'*  which  it  omittod  in  L.  it  •ttppli0d  torn  O. 
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lii  ooonions  of  breach  between  the  two  nations.  Let  not  the 
cuse  arise  from  England,  and  I  hope  the  Scots  will  not  adventure ; 
or  if  tbcj  do,  I  hope  that  they  will  find  that  although  to  our 
King  they  were  his  first-1x>rn  subjects,  yet  unto  England  belongs 
tk  birthnght :  but  this  should  not  1x)  any  cause  to  oflTer  any  the 
kmt  injury  to  tlicm,  nor- to  suffer  any  from  them. 

16.  Th€»«  remains  then  no  danger  (by  the  blessing  of  God), 
bst  a  civil  war,  from  which  God  of  his  great  mercy  defend  us, 
» that  which  is  the  most  des|x^rate  and  bloody  of  all  others.  The 
Sing's  great  wisdom  and  justice  must  prevent  it,  if  it  may  be ; 
W  if  such  a  misery  should  happen,  quod  absii,  we  must  all  help 
to  quench*  that  wild-fire  with  all  the  diligence  that  may  be. 

17.  Competition  of  the  crown  there  is  none,  nor  can  be :  there- 
fore it  mufit  be  a  fire  within  the  bowels,  or  notliing ;  the  cures 
thereof  are  these,  retnedium  praveniens,  which  is  the  best 
pliysic  either  for  a  natural  body  or  a  state,  by  just  and  equal 
pi^emnient  to  take  away  the  occasion ;  and  remedium  punieni, 
if  the  other  prevail  not.  The  service  and  vigilaney  of  the  Deputy 
lieutenants  in  every  county,  and  of  the  High  Sheriffs,  will  con- 
tribute much  in  this  ease  for  our  security. 

18.  But  if  that  should  not  prevail,  by  a  wise  and  timous 
I  inquisition^  the  most  peccant  humours  and  humorists  must  be 
\  &GOTered,  purged,  and  cut  oflT.      Mercy  in  such  a  case  in  a 

Ung  it  true  cruelty. 

19.  Yet  if  the  heads  of  the  tribes  can  be  taken  oflf,  and  the 
aisled  multitude  will  see  those  errors  they  wandered  in,  and 

r  letam  tojtheir  obedience,  an  extent  of  mercy  is  both  honourable 
^  and  profitable.    '      — ^ 

^.  A  king,  against  such  a  storm,  must  foresee  to  have  a  con- 
venient stock  of  treasure ;  and  neither  be  witliont  money  (which 
Vs  the  sinews  of  war)  nor  to  depend  upon  the  courtesies'  which 
01^  fail  him  at  a  pinch. 

%1.  He  must  also  have  a  magazine  of  all  sorts  of  ammunition 
and  arms,  which  must  be  had  from  foreign  parts,  or  provided  at 
iHNne,  and  to  commit  them  unto  several  places,  under  the  custody 
^  trust  of  faithful  officers  and  ministers,  if  it  be  possible. 

^.  He  must  make  choice  of  the  ablest  and  most  expert  com- 
nunideri  to  conduct  and  manage  the  war,  either  against  a  foreign 
uinsioBy  or  home  reliellion ;  which  must  not  be  persons  young 
.  '  he  aiuit  ^nmtAu    0.  *  oourtety  of  otIierB.    C 
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dy,  which  dare  not  only  to  fight,  but  also  to  swear,  and 
.p  nd  do  worse.^    Sucli  men  arc  neither  fit  to  govern  others, 

I)  •'  .    !'  to  govern  themselves. 

I  jet  not  such   Ijc  discouraged    (who    deserve   well)    by 
oi  .nations  and  for  satisfying  the  humours  and  ambition  of 
>;rha[is  out  of  envy,  pcrha|M  out  of  treachery,  or  other 
rdds.     A  steady  hand  in  governing  of  military  affairs  is 
>  f  lisitc  than  in  times  of  peace,  because  an  error  oom- 
ni  time  of  war  may  perhaps  prove  irremediable. 
i  <   KwoA  bless  these  endeavours,  and  the  King  return  to 
iitiuse  in  peace,  when  a  civil  war  shall  be  at  an  end, 
•  >>  Vave  been  found  faithful  in  the  land  must  be  regarded, 
f  warded  also ;   the  traitorous  and  treacherous,  who 
others,  severely  punished ;  and  the  lukewarm  neuters 
.irted  friends  and  followers,  (who  have  started  aside 
nlrn  bow)  be  noted  carbohe  nigro.     And  so  I  shall 
'  1 1 ,  'id  this  part  of  the  work. 
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I  *  '>:.  to  the  sixth,  which  is  Trade;  and  that  cither  at 
1  Ml  j;  «»broad.  And  I  begin  with  that  which  is  at  home, 
which  enablcth  the  subjects  of  the  kingdom  to  live,  and  lays 
the  foundation  for  a  foreign  trade  by  way  of  traffic  with 
others,  which  enablcth  them  to  live  peaceably  and  plentifully. 

1.  For  the  home  trade,  I  first  commend  unto  your  considera- 
tion the  encouragement  of  Tillage,  which  well  furnisheth  the 
kingdom  with  corn  for  the  natives,  and  to  s^mre  for  exportation : 
and  I  myself  have  known  more  than  once  when,  in  times  of 
scarcity  and  dearth,  in  the  days  of  Queen  Elisabeth,  it  was  a 

means  to  drain  much  coin  out  of  the  kingdom,  to  furnish  us  , 

from  foreign  parts.  ^ 

2.  Good  husbands  will  find  the  means,  by  good  husbandry,  to  / 
improve  their  lands,  by  lime,  chalk,  marie,  and  sea-sand,  where  it                ^ 
can  be  had :  but  it  will  not  be  amiss,  they  be  put  in  mind  thereof,                / 
and  encouraged  in  their  industry.                                                                 * 

8.  Planting  of  orchards,  in  a  soil  and  air  fit  for  them  is  very  / 

profitable,  as  well  as  pleasant ;  perry  and  cider  are  l)oth  notable  | 

l)cverages  in  long  sea  voyages. 

4.  Gardens  are  also  very  profitable,  if  well  planted  with  arti- 
chokes, all  sorts  of  roots,  as  »»*-  :'m,  carrot,  and  such 
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as  are  fit  for  food ;  whence  thoy  are  not  unfitly  called 
kitchen-gardens,  bot  very  properly  so  named. 

5.  The  planting  of  hop-yaids,  sowing  of  woad,  rape  seed,  and 
ooleneed  are  very  profitable  to  the  planter,  in  places  apt  for  them, 
and  <x>nsequently  profitable  to  the  kingdom,  which  for  divcrn 
years  "was  famifthod  with  them  from  Holland  and  other  parts* 
heyond  the  seas. 

6.  The  plantin;;  and  preserving  of  wood,  especially  for  timber, 
ia  not  only  profitable,  but  commendable,  therewith  to  furnish 
poaterity,  both  for  shipping  and  building. 

7.  The  kingdom  would  be  much  improved  by  draining  drowned 
lands,  and  gaining  them  from  the  overflowing  of  the  sea  and  the 
salt  waters,  and  from  fresh  water  also. 

S.  And  many  of  these  grounds  so  drained  would  be  exceed. 
ing  fit  for  dairies,  which,  being  well  houAcwivcd,  are  very  pro- 
fitable and  commodious. 

9.  Much  good  land  might  be  gained  from  forests  and  chases, 
more  remote  from  the  King's  access,  and  from  other  commonable 
places,  so  as  there  be  always  a  due  care  taken  of  the  poor  com« 
moners,  that  they  have  no  injury  by  such  improvement. 

10.  The  making  Navigable  Rivers  would  be  very  commodious 
and  profitable ;  they  would  be  as  so  many  in-draughts  of  riches 

*  and  wealth,  by  conveying  commodities  with  ease  from  place  to 
place. 

11.  The  planting  of  hemp  and  flax  would  be  an  unknown 
advance'  to  the  Kingdom,  many  places  therein  being  as  apt  for 
it  as  any  foreign  parts. 

12.  But  let  these  commodities  be  converted  to  cordasre  or 
linens,  and  the  benefit  by  those  manufactures  will  be  multiplied. 

13.  Tlie  wool  which  in  England  is  plentiful  and  good,  and 
leather,  are  very  profitiible,  if  they  also  be  converted  into  indus- 
trions  manufactures. 

14.  Our  English  dames  are  much  given  to  the  wearing  of 
reiy  fine  and  costly  laces ;  if  they  be  brought  from  Italy,  or 
France,  or  Flanders,  they  are  with  them  in  great  esteem ;  whereas, 
if  the  like  laces  were  made  by  the  English,  so  much  thread 

^    T  •*  would  make  a  yard  of  lace,  put  into  manufacture,^  would  be 

of  five  times^  nay,  perhaps,  of  ten  or  twenty  times  the  value. 

>  TOoto  sad  Mch  otlMr  tkingi.    a        *  C.  omiu  <«  Hdland  sad  othtf  psrto." 
>advmtac«.    O-  ^.  being  piift  into  thst  numnfrotara.    ( 
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15.  The  breeding  cattle  is  of  much  profit,  especially  the 
breeding  of  horses,  in  many  places,  not  only  for  travel,  but  for 
the  giTAt  saddle ;  the  English  horse,  for  strength,  and  courage, 
and  swiftness  together,  not  being  inferior  to  the  horse  of  any 
other  country.^ 

16.  The  minerals  of  the  kingdom,  as  lead,  copper,  iron,  and 
tin,  are  of  great  value,  and  set  very  many  able-bodied  subjects 
on  work ;  it  were  to  Ixs  wished  that  care  be  taken  that  they  Ims 
industriously  followed. 

17.  But  of  all*  minerals,  there  is  none  like  the  fishing  upon  the 
coasts  of  these  kingdoms  and  the  seas  belonging  to  them :  our 
neighbours  who  arc  within  half  a  day's  sail  of  us,  with  an  ordinary 
wind,  can  shew  us  the  use  and  great  value  thereof;  and  doubtless 
there  is  sea-room  enough  for  both  the  nations  without  offending 
one  the  other ;  and  this  trade  of  fishing,  if  with  industry  followed, 
would  exceedingly  support  the  navy. 

18.  The  kingdom  is  much  enriched  of  late  years  by  the  trade 
of  merchandise  which  the  English  drive  in  foreign  parts;  and,  if 
it  be  wisely  managed,  it  must  of  necessity  much  increase  the 
wealth  thereof:  care  being  taken,  that  the  exportation  exceed  in 
vaiue  the  lin|)ortation :  for  then  the  balance  of  trade  must  of 
necessity  be  in  com  oHniHion; 

19.  This  would  easily  be  efTcctcd,  if  the  merchants  were  per 
snsded  or  rnmnelled  to  make  their  returns  in  solid  commodities, 

••■  •«     '■  ••    MU  '.I    :.t    »•;    •  •»  •  .  w  Mlii        i-i  i,    .  •    \    .:,  '"   ,  \C(  •     . 
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under  the  pretence  or  the  specious  colour  of  the  public  good. 

21.  To  put  all  these  into  regulation,  if  a  constant  commission 
directed  to  men  of  honesty  and  understanding  were  granted,  and 
well  pursued,  to  see  to  and  give  order  for  the  managing  of  these 
things,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  to  the  best  advantage;  and 
that  this  commission  were  subordinate  to  the  oouncil-board;  it 
would  produce  noiable  effects. 

VII.  The  next  thing  is  that  of  Colonies  and  foreign  Planta- 
tions,  which  are  very  necessary,  as  outlets  to  a  populous 
nation,  and  may  be  profitable  if  managed  in  a  discreet 
way. 

■kingdom.    0.  *8oO.    L.tiM^'alUraM.'' 
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1  •   First,  in^  the  choice  of  thejpiiuse,^  which  requires  .       ^  cir- 

;  as,  the  Bituation,  near  the  Rca,  for  the  commo.iious- 

of  ail  intercoiirffc  with  England ;  the  temper  of  the  air  and 

dimatc,    a»  may  liest  agree  with  the  bodies  of  the  English,  and 

rather  incrlining  to  cold  than  heat ;  that  it  be  stored  with  woods, 

minc^ky  &r»d  fniits,  which  arc  naturally  in  the  place ;  that  the  soil 

be    Riicli    as  probably    will   l)c   fruitful   for  com,  breeding   of 

cattle,    And  other  conveniences;    that  it  have  rivers,  both  for 

paasa^es  between  place  and  place,  and  for  fishing  also ;  that  the 

natives  lie  not  so  many,  but  that  there  may  be  elbow-room  for 

them,  and  for  the  industrious  planters  and  adventurers  also :  all 

whicH    circumstances  are  in  all  likelihood  to  be  found  in  the 

West-Indies. 

2.    Tt  would  Ixs  also  such  as  hath  not  been  already  planted 
by   tlie  subjects  of  any  other  Christian  prince  or  state,  nor 
over- near  neighbouring  any  of  their  plantations;   and  would 
be     more    convenient    to    be  chosen    by  the  gentlemen  and 
mercliants  which  move  first  in  the  work,  than  to  be  designed 
to  tbcm  from  the  King;  for  it  must  proceed  from  the  choice 
and   opinion  of  the  people,  else  it  sounds  like  an  exiling ;  so 
that  the  colonies  must  be  raised  by  the  Kin&r's  leave,  v*^*-  *     \' 
command.         „     -/ig»^t»/  M^^^Mt»  y,xfuia  be  ve*^  .  ,  ^  i 

laid  protitable ;  thcv  won'*'  *■ 

/  mart  be  in  nature  of  laws  unto  them. 

^  6   But  the  general  Uw,  by  which  they  mast  be  governed  | 

guU  muat  t  the  common  laW  England ;  and  to  that    . 


\ 
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it  will  be  fit  that  some  man  reasonably  Btuclied  in  the  laws  and  / 
otherwise  qualified  for  such  a  pnrposc,  be  persuaded  (if  not 
thereunto  inclined  of  himself,  which  were  the  better)  to  go 
thither  as  a  councillor^  amongst  them  at  the  first ;  and  when  the 
plantations  were  more  settled^  then  to  have  courts  of  justice, 
etc.  there  as  in  England. 

6.  At  the  first  planting,  or  as  soon  after  as  thcjr  can,  they  | 
must  make  themselves  defensible  l)oth  against  the  natives  and 
against  strangers;    and  to  that  purpose  they  must  have  the 
assistance  of  some  able  military  man,  and  convenient  arms  and 
ammunition  for  their  defence. 

7.  For  the  discipline  of  the  Church  in  those  parts,  it  will  be 
necessary  that  it  agree  with  that  which  is  settled  in  England, 
else  it  will  make  a  scam  and  a  rent  in  Christ's  coat,  which  must 
be  seamless;  and  to  that  purpose  it  will  be  fit  that  by  the 
King's  supreme  power  in  causes  ecclesiastical  it  be  put  oudcr* 
some  bishop  and  bishoprick  of  this  realm. 

8.  For  the  better  defence  against  a  common  enemy,  I  think 
that  it  would  lie  best  that  all  foreign  plantations  should  be  placed  ' 
in  one  continent,  and  near  together;  whereas  if  they  be  too 
remote  the  one  from  the  other,  they  will  be  disunited,  and  so 
the  weaker.  , 

9.  They  must  provide  themselves  of  houses,  such  as  for  the 
present  they  can,  and  at  more  leisure  of  such  as  may  be  better; 
and  they  first  must  plant  for  com  and  cattle.  «**''  '     '     ' 
necessary  subsistence ;  and  r^-  r- ♦•  ...av  •»••'. 


» H      »       1     ■* 


H).  y    .  .;-          V.',;     ..  ^   ...^^   uouiitlcss  there  be  had,  and 

iu«r'  :x;  found  there,  and  those  perhaps  of  the  richest  sort; 

I  Mie  mines* out  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  in  the 

•'.  •  \ters  adjoining,  may  questionless  be  found  in  much 

In  a  short  time  they  may  build  also  vessels  and  shipa,  for  ^ 
•  >  traffick  with  the  parts  adjoining,  and  also  with   England, 
from  whence  they  may  be  furnished  with  such  things  as  they 
want,  and  in  exchange  or  barter  send  from  thenoe  other  things 

'  a  Chanoellor.    0. 

^  m  cMiMt  aoeMMtictl  within  all  hia  dominiona.  they  ba  Mibordiiiata  ondtr.  C. 

*  lastaad  of  •*tha  minaa,**  tha  MS.  haa  *'iiiaii/  adTsnlagaa." 
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witb  wbich  quickly,  cither  by  art  or  nature,  they  may  or  do 
abound. 

12.  But  these  things  muHt  by  all  means  be  prevented;  that 
no  bankrupt,  for  shelter;  nor  knowu  murthercr  or  other  wicked 
person,  to  avoid  the  law  ;  nor  any  notorious  heretic  or  pestilent 
achismatic,  be  sufTcred  to  go  into  those  countries;  or,  if  (un- 
known) they  do  creep  in  there,  then  (when  discovered  and  known) 
not  to  be  harboured  and  continued:  else  the  place  would  re- 
ceive them  naught,  and  return  them  into  England  upon  all  oc- 
casions much  worse. 

18.  That  no  merchants  under  colour  of  driving  trade  thither 
or  from  thence,  be  sufTcred  to  work  upon  the  planters'  neccs- 
mtics. 

14.  And  that  to  regulate  all  these  inoonvenienecs,  which  else 
insensibly  will  grow  upon  them,  that  the  King  be  pleased  to 
erect  a  suljordinatc  council  in  England,  whose  care  and  charge 
it  shall  be,  to  advise  and  put  in  execution  all  things  which  shall 
be  found  fit  for  the  good  of  those  new  plantations ;  who  upon  all 
occasions  shall  give  an  account  thereof  and  of  their  proceed* 
ings  to  the  King,  or  to  the  council-board,  and  from  thence  receive 
such  directions  as^  may  best  agree  with  and  be  most  suitable  to 
the  government  of  that  place. 

15.  Tliat  the  King's  reasonable  profit  Iks  not  neglected,  partly 
*  upini  reservations  of  moderate  rents  and  services;   and  partly 

apon  custom  u|x>n*  im|)ortation  and  exportation  of  merchan- 
^  diae;  which  for  a  convenient  time  at  and'  after  the  plantation 
b^nu  would  be  very  easy,  to  encourage  the  work ;  but  after  it 
ia  well  settled  may  be  raised  to  a  considerable  proportion,  worthy 
the  acceptance. 

VIII.  I  COMB  to  the  last  of  those  things  I  propound  3d, 
which  is,  the  Court  and  Curiality.  The  other  did  pro- 
perly concern  the  King  in  the  regal  capacity,  as  paifr 
pairuB ;  this  more  properly  in  the  natural  capacity,  a^ 
pateT'familias :  and  herein, 

1.  I  shall,  in  a  word,  and  but  in  a  word  or  two  only,  put  you. 
Sir,  in  mind  that  the  King  in  his  own  person,  both  in  respect  of 

*  ■•sad'*  IB  L.  d 

•  •  psftlj  vpon  enttomi,  sad  pftrtl j  upon.'*    0. 

*  C  omiU  mi  nd.    The  meuiing  ii,  <'ftt  ih0  eoniveneeiiutiit  of  the  plsaUtior 
•ad  Ibt  a  eovmuflot  time  sftMr." 
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his  household  or  courts  and  in  respect  of  his  whole  kingdom,  (for 
a  little  kingdom  is  but  as  a  great  household,  and  a  great  house- 
hold as  a  little  kingdom),  must  be  exemplary,^  Re^is  ad  earein* 
plum,  etc.  But  for  this,  God  be  praised,  that  charge  is  easy  ; 
for  your  gracious  master,  for  his  learning,  piety,  justice  and 
bounty,  may  be  as  it  is  not  only  a  precedent  to  his  own  subjects, 
but  to  foreign  princes  also;  yet  he  is  still  but  a  man,  and  m^* 
mentos  may  be  useful ;  and,  being  discreetly  used,  cannot  but 
take  well  with  him. 

2.  But  your  greatest  care  must  be,  that  the  great  men  of  his 
court,  (for  you  must  give  me  leave  to  be  plain  with  you,  for  so 
is  your  injunction  laid  upon  me,)  yourself  in  the  first  place,  who 
is  first  in  the  eye  of  all  men,  give  no  just  cause  of  scandal, 
either  by  light,  or  vain,  or  oppressive  carriage. 

3.  The  great  ofliccrs  of  the  King's  house  had  need  to  be  both 
discreet  and  provident  jicrsons,  Ijoth  for  his  honour  and  for  his 
thrift;'  they  must  look  both  ways,  else  they  are  but  half-sighted : 
yet  in  the  choice  of  them  there  is  more  latitude  left  to  affection 
than  in  the  choice  of  councillors,  and  of  the  great  offioers  of 
state  before  touched,  which  must  always  Ije  made  choice  of  out 
of  judgment  merely ;  for  that  in  them  the  public  hath  a  great 
interest. 

4.  For  the  other  ministerial  officers  in  court,  (as,  for  distinc* 
tion's  sake  tliey  may  l>e  termed,)  there  must  be  an  eye  unto  them 
and  upon  them.  Hiey  have  usually  risen  in  the  house  by  de- 
grees, and  it  is  a  noble  way  to  encourage  faithfuf  service :  but 
the  King  must  not  bind  himself  to  a  necessity  therein,  for  then  . 
it  will  be  held  ex  debito :  neither  must  he  alter  it  without  an 
apparent  cause  for  it :  but  to  displace  any  who  are  in,  upon  dis- 
pleasure (which  for  the  most  part  happeneth  by  misinforms^ 
tion  of  some  great  man),  is  by  all  means  to  be  avoided,  unless 
there  be  apparent  cause  for  it. 

5.  In  those  thing«  you  may  sometimes  interpose,  to  do  good 
and  just  offices;  but  for  the  general,  I  should  rather  advise  you 
to  meddle  little,  but  leave  the  ordering  of  those  household  oflB- 
cers  to  the  white-staves,  which  are  those  honourable  persons,  to 
whom  it  properly  belongeth  to  be  answerable  to  the  King  for  it; 

'SoC.    LbM^pat  Tounrinmind  of  the  Xiag    .    •    •    •    kingdiNB.  Bt 
mutt  be  axM&pkry.*' 
i  ««Tnait**inMS. 
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and  to  those  other  officers  of  the  Green-doth,  who  are  subordi- 
nate to  them.^ 

6.  Yet  for  Grccn-cloth  law,  take  it  in  the  largest  sense,  I 
have  no  opinion  of  it  further  than  as  it  is  regulated  by  the  just 
roles  of  the  common  laws  of  England.  ^• 

7.  Towards  the  support  of  his  Majesty's  own  table,  and  of  the 
Prince'ay  and  of  his  necessary  officers,  his  Majesty  hath  a  good 
help  by  Purveyance,  which  justly  is  due  unto  him ;  and,  if  justly 
nsed,  1%  no  great  burthen  to  the  subject ;  but  by  the  purveyors 
and  their  under-officcrs  it  is  many  times  abused.  In  most  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  I  think,  it  is  already  reduced  unto  a  certainty 
in  money ;  and  if  it  be  indifferently  and  discreetly  managed,  it 
would  be  no  hanl  matter  to  settle  it'  throughout  the  whole  king- 
dom; yet  to  be  renewed  from  time  to  time:  for  that  will  be 
beat  and  safest,  lx>th  for  king  and  people. 

8.  The  King  must  be  put  in  mind  to  preserve  the  revenues 
of  the  crown,  both  certain  and  casual,  without  diminution,  and 
to  lay  up  treasure  in  store  against  a  time  of  exigency ;  empty 
eofiera  gives  but  an  ill  sound,  and  makes  the  people  many  times 
forget  their  duty,  thinking  the  King  must  be  beholding  unto 
them  for  a  supply. 

9.  I  shall  by  no  means  think  it  fit  that  his  Majesty  reward 
any  of  his  servants  with  the  benefit  of  forfeitures,  either  by  fines 
in  the  court  of  Star-chamber,  or  High  Commission  court,  or 
other  courts  of  justice,  or  that  they  should  be  farmed  out,  or 
bestowed  upon  any  so  much  as  by  promise,  before  judgment 
given ;  it  would  be  neither  profitable  nor  honourable. 

10.  Besides  matters  of  serious  consideration,  in  the  courts  of 
princes  there  must  be  time  for  pastimes  and  disports:  when 
there  is  a  queen  and  ladies  of  honour  attending  her,  there  must 
be  sometimes  masques,  and  revels,  and  interludes;  and  when 
there  is  no  queen,  nor  princess,  as  now  ;*  yet  at  festivals,  and 


*  C  «ddi  "m  s  kind  of  council  and  a  ooi 

9«849ttl«itfO.''      C. 

*  " Blackboume "  aayt  Profettor Craik {Bacom, htt  m^,^^  (  '  '*it  PhUotophjf, 
▼oL  iiL  p.  237),  **  it  pussled  by  a  paMage  which  he  conceives  would  imply  tluit 
the  paper  had  been  written  after  the  death  of  the  Queen  (in  March  1619)  i  but 
the  eKpreaaion  to  which  he  ivfera— *  when  there  it  no  Queen  or  Prinoeta,  at  now ' 
— m^  eridentl^  be  taken  in  two  ientea.**  Ko  doubt  **  at  now  "  may  mean  either 
"aa  BOW  thflM  u^  or  ** at  now  thare  if  not  {*'  hut  I  oonfeat  that  to  me  the  worda 
ooBvcy  the  hnpFOisioii  that  there  was  not  at  the  tune  of  writing  either  Qneen  or 
^-^ at  Oouri.    It  will  be  obaerved  that  they  are  not  ibund  u  the  other  oopy. 
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for  entertainment  of  strangers,  or  npou  sueh  occasions,  thcj 
may  be  (it  also :  yet  care  would  be  taken,  that  in  such  cases 
they  be  set  off  more  with  wit  and  activity  than  with  costly  and 
wasteful  ex|)euccs. 

1 1 .  J)ut  for  the  King,  Prince,  Lords  and  Chivalry^  of  the  court, 
I  rather  counncnd,  in  their  turns  and  seasons,  the  riding  of  tho 
great  horse,  the  tilt,  the  barriers,  tennis,  and  hunting,  which  arc 
more  for  the  heiiltli  and  strength  of  those  that  use  and  exercise 
them,  than  in  an  effeminate  way  to  please  thcmaelves  and  others. 

12.  Dice  and  cards  may  be  sometimes  used  for  recreation, 
and  to  unbend  the  bow,  when  lield*sports  cannot  be  bad;  but 
not  to^  use  them  as  a  mean  to  s|)end  the  time,  much  less  to  mis* 
spend  the  thrift  of  the  gamesters. 

Id.  And  now  the  Prince  grows  up  fast  to  be  a  man,  and  is  of 
a  sweet  and  excellent  disposition ;  and  it  would  be  .an  irrepa* 
rablc  staij^^^ud  dishonour  u|)on  you,  having  that  access  unto 
him,  if  you  yourself  should  mislead  him,  or  suffer  him  to  be 
misled  by  any  loose  or  flattering  immsite :  the  whole  kingdom 
hath  a  deep  interest  in  his  virtuous  education;  and  if  you  (keep- 
ing that  distance  which  is  fit)  do  humbly  inter^KMe  yourself  in 
sueh  a  case,  he  will  one  day  give  you  thanks  for  it. 

Sir,— I  shall  trouble  you  no  longer;  I  have  run  over  these 
things  as  I  first  pi*o|M>unded  them ;  please  you  to  make  use  of 
them,  or  any  of  them,  as  you  see  occasion ;  or  to  lay  them  by,  as 
you^shall  think  best,  and  to  add  to  them  (as  you  daily  may) 
out  of  your  own  experience.  And  I  must  be  bold  to  put  you  iu 
mind  again  of  your  present  condition ;  you  arc  iu  the  quality  of 
a  sentinel ;  if  you  sleep,  or  neglect  your  charge,  you  arc  an  un* 
done  man,  and  >ou  may  fall  much  faster  than  you  have  risen. 
I  have  but  one  thing  more  to  mind  you  of,  which  nearly  cou- 
cems  yourself;  you  serve  a  grcat^and  gracious  master,  and 
there  is  a  hopeful  young  prince^  whom  you  must  not  dis- 
respect ;  it  behoves  you  UTcbrry  yourself  wisely  and  evenly  be* 
tween  them  both  :  do  not  you  so  adore  the  sun  rising,  that  you 

Ho  Bixwitt  ihoro  of  "  a  Queen  and  ladies  of  honour  attendiof;  on  her  {"  but  not  ol 
a  Pnnceta ;  which  waa  the  caM  of  the  £ngM\  Court  in  161&  and  1616.  After 
the  Queen's  death  in  1619  there  was  neither  Queen  nor  Prinocify  and  if  Baoon 
was  revising  and  eorrecting  the  work  after  that  date^  nothing  waa  aioi«  oatiml 
than  to  insert  lueh  a  dausa. 
>  "  CaTsliy  ••  in  L.  *  L  omits  « to." 
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forget  the  father  that  raised  you  to  this  height ;  nor  be  you  so 
obeeqoioot  to  the  father,  that  you  give  just  cause  to  the  sou  to 
muspoCt  that  you  neglect  him :  but  carry  yourself  with  that  judg- 
menty  as,  if  it  be  possible,  may  please  and  content  them  both ; 
which  I  beUere  truly  will  be  no  hard  matter  to  do :  so  may  you 
live  long  beloved  of  both,  which  is  the  hearty  prayer  of 

.  Your  most  obliged  and  devoted  Servant 

F.  B. 


\ 
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1. 

'    Akotheb  of  the  niont  valuable  of  Bacon's  occasional  works— his 
proposition  to  the  King  touching  tho  compiling  and  amendment  of 
tlio  laws  of  England — belongs  to  the  period  between  Juno  IGIO  and 
I    March  lGlG-7.     At  what  exact  time  within  that  period  it  was 
written  or  presented,  I  do  not  know  how  to  determine.     It  may 
I    ha? 0  been  a  work  of  the  long  vacation,  or  it  may  ha? o  been  presented 
as  a  New  Year's  gift.    But  no  date  is  needed  to  account  for  or 
explain  it.    Indeed  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  ought  to  bo  classed 
among  the  ''occasional  works*'  at  all;  for  the  occasion  to  which  it 
addresses  itself  was  coextensive  with  his  adult  life.    Since  he  was  a 
j  man  there  had  been  no  time  which  did  not  furnish  occasion  for  the 

I  desire,  if  not  tho  endeavour,  to  soo  tho  laws  of  England  digested 

I  into  an  intelligible  and  manageable  code.    In  his  first  speech  in 

Parliament  of  which  we  have  any  detailed  report  (2G  February, 
1502-3),  though  its  business  was  to  support  a  motion  for  supply,  he 
took  occasion  from  a  remark  dropped  by  the  Lord  Keeper  on  tho 
multiplicity  of  tho  existing  laws,  kO  enlarge  (in  terms  which,  as  far 
as  we  can  judge  from  the  imperfect  report,  were  substantially  the 
same  as  the  commencement  of  this  paper)  upon  the  importance  of 
reducing  and  abridging  them.^  In  his  *'  Promus  of  Formularies 
and  Elegancies,"  which  was  begun  at  the  commencement  of  tlie 
Christmas  vacation  of  I51X&,  we  find  among  other  quotations,  appli- 
cable, though  not  complimentary,  to  tho  condition  of  the  law,  tho 
following  note :— >"  JuriseonsuUi  domu9,  oracuium  eititatU :  now  as 
ambiguous  as  oracles."*  A  few  weeks  after,  in  the  playful  device 
which  he  oontributed  to  the  Christmas  ravels  at  Gray's  Inn,  bo  pat 

>  8m  abore.  Vol.  I.  p.  S13.  *  Workii  toL  fiL  p.  IM. 
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the  Mune  topic  into  the  mouth  of  ono  of  the  couucilton  of  the 
Prince  of  Purpoole,  whose  part  was  to  "  advise  virtue  and  a  gracious 
goTemment.**    **  Then  look  into  the  state  of  your  laws  and  justice 
of  your  land :  purge  out  multiplicity  of  laws :  clear  the  incertainty 
of  them :  repeal  those  that  are  snaring ;  and  press  the  execution  of 
ibofle  that  are  wholesome  and  necessary :  define  the  jurisdiction  of 
jour  courts:'*^  etc.    In  January,  1500-7,  ho  dedicated  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  the  first  sample  of  his  Maxims  of  the  Law^ — a  collection 
of  the  principal  Rules  and  Grounds  of  Law  dispersed  through  the 
whole  body  of  decided  cases — a  collection  which  he  meant  to  be  his 
great  contribution  to  the  science  of  his  profession,  and  a  principal 
auxiliary  in  the  work  of  law  reform ;  and  again  in  his  dedication 
took  occasion  to  magnify  the  importance  and  beneficence  of  that 
work.    "  But  I  am  an  uu worthy  wituess  to  your  Majesty  of  a  higher 
intention  and  project,  both  by  that  which  was  published  by  your 
Chancellor  in  full  Parliament  from  your  royal  mouth  in  the  five-and- 
thirtieth  of  your  happy  reign  *' — this  was  the  passage  to  which  he 
had  alluded  in  his  sjieech  in  Parliament,  on  the  2Cth  of  February, 
1592-3, — "  and  much  more  in  that  which  I  have  since  been  vouch- 
safed to  understand  from  your  Majesty,  importing  a  purpose  for 
theae  many  years  infused  in  your  Majesty*8  breast,  to  enter  into  a 
general  amendment  of  the  state  of  your  laws,  and  to  reduce  them 
to   more  brevity  and  certainty ;    that  the  great  hoUo^vncss  and 
unaafety  in  assurances  of  lands  and  goods  may  be  strengthened ;  the 
snaring  peiuilties  that  lie  upon  many  subjects  removed  ;  the  execu- 
tion of  many  profitable  laws  revived ;  the  judge  better  directed  in 
his  sentence ;  the  counsellor  better  warranted  in  his  counsel ;  the 
student  eased  in  his  reading ;  the  contentious  suitor  that  seeketh 
b«.      oation  disarmed,  and  the  honest  suitor  that  seeketh  but  to 
obtain  his  right  relieved :  which  purpose  and  intention,  as  it  did 
strike  me  with  great  admiration  when  I  heard  it,  so  it  must  be 
acknowleilged  to  be  one  of  the  most  chosen  works,  of  highest  merit 
and  beneficence  towards  the  subject,  that  ever  entered  into  the  miud 
of  anj  king  ....  and  as  it  is  no  doubt  a  precious  seed  sown  in 
joor  Majesty's  heart  by  the  hands  of  Gt>d*8  divine  majesty,  so  I 
hope  in  the  maturity  of  your  own  times  it  will  come  up  and  bear 
fruit.***    On  the  28th  of  March  1007,  speaking  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  benefits  that  would  follow  a  union  of  laws  between 
}  Engknd  and  Scotland,  he  observed  that  the  means  to  the  work 

would  be  as  excellent  as  the  work  itself:  **  for  if  both  laws  shall  be 
united^  it  is  of  neoessity  for  preparation  and  inducement  thereunto 

>  8m  Aof%  ToL  I.  p.  889.  <  Works,  vol.  vU.  p.  816. 
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that  our  own  laws  be  reTiewed  and  recompiled :  than  the  which  I 
think  there  cannot  be  a  work  that  his  Majesty  can  imdortake  in 
theao  his  times  of  peace,  more  politic,  more  honourable,  nor  more 

beneficial  to  his  subjects  in  all  ages For  this  continual  heap« 

ing  up  of  laws  without  digesting  them  inakcth  but  a  chaos  and 
confusion,  and  turneth  the  laws  many  times  to  become  but  snares 
for  tbo  people,  as  was  well  said,  Fluri  super  eos  Uiqueos :  non  $uni 
auttm  prjorei  laquei  quam  laquei  Icgum*  And  therefore  this  work 
I  esteem  to  be  indeed  a  work  (rightly  to  term  it)  heroicd,  and  that 
which  if  I  might  live  to  see,  I  would  not  desire  to  live  after.*' '  On 
the  28tii  of  July  1G08,  in  a  sheet  of  private  memoranda  concerning 
**  Policy,"  we  find  these : — 

'*  Persuade  the  King  in  glory,  aurea  condet  tacula. 

''New  laws  to  be  eom|x>unded  and  collected:  lawgiver  per^ 
petuus  princrpsJ**  * 

The  next  day,  *'  the  recompiling  of  the  laws  of  England  *'  is  set 
down  in  a  list  of  his  own  "  services  on  foot.**'  And  it  was  pro- 
bably in  pursuance  of  the  design  here  indicated  that  ho  addressed  or 
thought  of  addressing  a  letter  to  the  King,  of  which  all  m*o  have  and 
all  we  know  is  the  uniinished  draft  which  follows;  and  the  date 
must  remain  altogctlicr  uncertain,  because  such  a  letter,  referring  as 
it  docs  to  a  subject  which  was  never  absent  from  his  thoughts,  might 
have  been  begun  at  any  time. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty/ 
Thinking  often,  as  I  ought,  of  your  Majesty's  virtue  and 
fortune,  I  do  observe  not  without  admiration  that  those  civil 
acts  of  sovereignty  which  arc  of  the  greatest  merit,  and  there- 
fore of  truest  glory,  are  by  the  providence  of  God  manifestly 
put  into  your  hands,  as  a  chosen  vessel  to  receive  from  God, 
and  an  excellent  instrument  to  work  amongst  men,  the  best  and 
noblest  things.  The  highest  degree  of  sovereign  honour  is  to 
be  the  founder  of  a  kingdom  or  estate ;  for  as  in  the  acts  of  God 
the  creation  is  more  than  the  conservation,  and  as  amongst  men 
the  birth-day  is  accounted  the  chiefcst  of  the  days  of  life,  so 
to  found  a  kingdom  is  more  worthy  than  to  augment  or  to 
administer  the  same.  And  this  is  an  honour  that  no  man  can 
take  from  your  Majesty,  that  the  day  of  your  coming  to  the 
crown  of  England  was  as  the  birth-day  of  the  kingdom  intire 


>  Vol.  III.  p.  866.  note.  *  Commcntorius,  voL  iv.  p.  78. 

>  iM.  p.  94. 

*  Oibnon's  F^pen,  vol.  viii.  f .  S88.     A  drsft,  appsrsatly,  tiwugh  not  in 

Bmod*!  hsnd :  dieutod,  pfobftUj.  No  date  or  dockst. 
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BritaiiL.  The  next  d<^prce  of  sovereign  honour  is  the  plantation 
of  a  oountry  or  territory,  and  the  reduction  of  a  nation  from 
waste  soil  and  barbarous  manners  to  a  civil  population.  And  in 
this  kind  also  your  Majesty  hath  made  a  fair  and  prosperous 
beginning  in  your  realm  of  Ireland.  Tlie  third  eminent  act  of 
sovereignty  is  to  be  a  lawgiver ;  whereof  he  speaketh. 

Pace  datd  terris,  anitnum  ad  citnlia  vertU 
Jura  suum,  legesque  tulit  justisrimui  author. 

And  another  saith,  Ecquid  esi^  quod  tarn  propria  diet  potent 
actum  eju$  qui  togatun  in  republicd  cum  potentate  imperioque 
veraatur,  quam  lex  ?  Qttiere  acta  Gracchi,  leges  Sempronia  pro- 
ferentur:  quaere  Sylla,  Cornelia.  QuidF  Cneii  Pompeii  tertius 
coHMulatui  in  quibus  actis  coneistit  f  Nempe  legibue,  A  Canare 
ipso  si  qumrerea  quidnam  egisset  in  urbe  et  toga,  leges  multas  se 
respondeat  etpraclaras  tulisse, 

•  ••••• 

In  the  Parliament  of  1GI4,  among  the  Bills  of  Grace  oflfered  to 
the  Houses,  was  **  an  act  gif  ing  authority  to  certain  Commissioners 
to  review  the  state  of  penal  laws,  to  the  end  that  such  as  are  obso- 
lete and  snaring  may  be  repealed,  and  such  as  are  fit  to  continue 
and  concern  one  matter  may  be  reduced  respectively  into  one  clear 
form  of  law."  It  was  brought  in  by  Bacon  and  read  a  first  time  on 
the  2nd  of  May.^  Upon  the  premature  dissolutiou  of  that  Parlia- 
ment, he  urged  the  King   (his  position  giving  him  then  more 

I  opi>ortttnitieB  of  offering  advice)  to  appoint  Commissioners  accord- 

ingly, who  might  prepare  bills  for  the  next  Parliament ;  to  set  on 

•  foot  at  once  a  revision  and  expurgation  of  the  "  Year  books,*'  which 

^  contained  the  history  of  the  law  for  the  time  past ;  and  at  the  same 

time  to  appoint  competent  reporters  of  all  legal  coses  for  the  time 

I  to  come.*    And  now  on  his  further  rise  to  the  dignity  of  a  Privy 

Councillor  he  makes  it  his  first  voluntary  service  to  draw  attention 

I  to  the  subject  once  more,  entering  more  particularly  into  a  consi- 

deration of  the  measures  to  be  taken. 

Like  other  of  his  greater  projects  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  it 
was  well  meant  and  well  aimed,  rather  than  successful.  But  sub- 
sequent history,  if  it  shows  that  his  persuasions  and  endeavours 

^  produced  little  effect  in  the  way  of  remedy,  shows  likewise  how 

much  that  very  remedy  was  wanted,  and  how  much  the  disease 

<  ToL  ▼.  pp.  15. 41. 

*  Sm  *  lunoml  tottohing  the  Review  of  Penal  Lswi  and  the  Amendment  of 
tihe  Osnaoa  Law,"  prialed  in  the  kit  Volume,  p.  M. 
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has  been  aggravated  and  made  more  diiBcalt  to  deal  with  by 
the  postponement  of  it.  One  advantage  there  w,  indeed,  which 
mmlem  law-refomiers  enjoy  over  thoir  predeeeMors  in  this  patter. — 
a  universal  feeling  that  the  remedy  must  be  poflt|)oneii  no  lon^r. 
If  the  tAsk  is  heavier  than  it  was  in  Bacon*s  time,  the  forces 
At  our  command  are  greater.  Instead  of  a  single  councillor 
to  urge,  and  a  single  king  with  an  empty  exchec]uer  to  provide 
means,  we  have  now  all  the  highest  oflicers  of  8tate  and  I^aw, 
with  the  full  support  of  both  houses  of  Parliament,  of  the  Press, 
and  of  the  people,  recognizing  the  paramount  imi>ortanoe  of  the 
work,  and  seriously  bent  on  getting  it  done.  We  may  fairly  hope, 
tlierefore,  that  in  the  course  of  another  generation  or  two  the 
obstructions  will  be  withdrawn  or  over-ridden,  and  the  work  accom- 
plished. Wlienever  that  shall  be,  the  credit  will  of  course  go  to  the 
man  who  happens  to  be  most  conspicuous  among  those  who  are  in 
the  field  when  it  is  won.  But  when  its  history  is  written,  there 
will  remain  on  record  a  remarkable  testimony  to  the  value  of  this 
early  contribution  of  Bacon's  to  the  cause.  For  when,  on  the  0th 
of  March,  1820,  the  late  Sir  Bobert  Peel,  then  Home  Secretary, 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  bill  for  the  consolidation  of  the  laws 
relating  to  theft,  he  asked  permission  to  use  this  very  paper  for  the 
preface  of  his  s|)eech,  as«  comprising  in  a  short  compasa  every  argu« 
.  ment  that  could  be  cited  in  favour  of  the  metisure  he  proposed  to 
introduce,  and  satisfactorily  confuting  every  objection  that  could  he 
brought  against  it.  '*  The  lapse  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  yeara  has 
increased,**  he  said,  ''the  necessity  of  the  meosuro  which  Lord 
Bacon  then  proposed,  but  it  has  produced  no  orgument  in  favour  of 
the  principle,  no  objection  adverse  to  it,  which  he  did  not  antici- 
pate." 

It  was  first  printed  by  Dr.  liawley  in  the  Kesuscitatio,  p.  271  ; 
and  I  have  not  met  with  the  original  manuscript,  or  any  inde« 
pendent  copy. 

A  Proposition  to  his  Majesty  by  Sir  Franci8  Bacon, 
Knight,  his  Majesty's  Attorney-Gknbral,  and  onb  or 
HIS  Privy  Council;  touching  thb  Compiling  and  Amend- 
ment OP  the  Laws  op  England. 

Your  Majesty,  of  your  favour,  having  made  me  Privy-Coan- 
cillor,  and  oontinuing  me  in  the  place  of  your  Attomcy-Oeneral, 
(which  is  more  than  was  these  hundred  yeara  before)  I  do  not 
understand  it  to  be,  that  by  putting  off  the  dealing  in  canacs 
such  advantage  of  truth,  and  avoidance  of  flattery,  and  with  anch 
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between  party  and  party,  I  should  keep  holv-day  the  more ;  but 
that  I  should  dedieate  my  time  to  your  service  with  less  distrac- 
tion.    Wherefore,  in  this  plentiful  accession  of  time  which  I 
hare  now  gained,  I  take  it  to  be  my  duty  not  only  to  speed 
jour  commandments  and  the  business  of  my  place,  but  to  me- 
ditate and  to  exco«;itate  of  myself,  wherein  I  may  best,  by  my 
travels,  derive  your  virtues  to  the  go<xl  of  your  |)cople,  and  return 
their  thanks  and  increase  of  love  to  you  again.     And  after  I  had 
thonght  of  many  things,  I  could  find,  in  my  judgment,  none 
more  proper  for  your  Majesty  as  a  master,  nor  for  me  as  a  work- 
man, than  the  reducing  and  recompiling  of  the  laws  of  England. 
Your  Majesty  is  a  King  blessed  with  posterity ;  and  these 
Kings  sort  best  with  acts  of  perpetuity,  when  they  do  not  leave 
them  instead  of  children,  but  transmit  both  line  and  merit  to 
future  generations.    You  are  a  great  master  in  justice  and  judi- 
cature, and  it  were  pity  that  the  fruit  of  that  virtue  should  die 
with  you.    Your  Majesty  also  rcigneth  in  learned  times ;  the 
more  in  regard  of  your  own  perfections  and  patronage  of  learning ; 
and  it  hath  been  the  mishap  of  works  of  this  nature,  that  the 
less  learned  time  hath  wrought  upon  the  more  learned ;  which 
now  will  not  be  so.    As  for  myself,  the  law  is  my  profession,  to 
which  I  am  a  debtor.     Some  little  helps  I  may  have  of  other 
•  learning,  which  may  give  form  to  matter;  and  your  Majesty 
hath  set  me  in  an  eminent  place,  whereby  in  a  work  which 
must  be  the  work  of  many  I  may  the  better  have  coadjutors. 
Tlierefore  not  to  hold  your  Majesty  with  any  long  preface  in 
that  which  I  conceive  to  be  nothing  less  than  words,  I  will  pro- 
ceed to  the  matter :  which  matter  itself  nevertheless  requireth 
somewhat  .briefly  to  be  said,  lx>th  of  the  dignity,  and  likewise  of 
the  safety  and  convenience  of  this  work :  and  then  to  go  to  the 
main ;  that  is  to  say,  to  shew  how  the  work  is  to  be  done :  which 
incidently  also  will  best  demonstrate  that  it  is  no  vast  nor 
speculative  thing,  but  a  real  and  feasible.    Callisthcnes,  that  fol- 
lowed  Alexander's  court,  and  was  grown  in  some  displeasure 
with  him,  because  he  could  not  well  brook  the  Persian  adora- 
tion, at  a  supper  (which  with  the  Grecians  was  ever  a  great 
part  talk)  was  desired,  because  he  was  an  eloquent  man,  to 
speak  of  some  theme;  which  he  did;  and  chose  for  his  theme 
the  praise  of  the  Macedonian  nation ;  which  though  it  were  but 
a  filling  thing  to  praise  men  to  their  faces,  yet  he  did  it  with 
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life,  as  the  hearers  were  ao  ravished  with  it  that  they  plueked 
the  roses  off  from  their  f^rlaiids,  and  threw  them  upon  him ; 
as  the  manner  of  applauses  tlicn  was.  Alexander  was  not 
pleased  with  it,  and  by  way  of  disconntcnancc  said  //  was  ea»y 
to  be  a  good  orator  in  a  pteasiny  theme :  But,  (saith  he  to  Cal- 
listhencs,)  tifrn  your  utile ,  and  telt  us  now  of  our  fautts,  that  we 
may  have  the  profit ,  and  not  you  only  the  praise.  Whieh  he 
presently  did,  with  sucli  a  force,  and  so  piquantly,  that  Alexander 
said,  The  goodness  of  his  theme  had  made  him  eloquent  before; 
but  now  it  was  the  malice  of  his  heart  that  had  inspired  him, 

1.  Sir,  I  shall  not  fall  into  either  of  those  two  extremes  eon* 
corning  the  laws  of  England ;  they  commend  themselves  best  to 
them  that  understand  them;  and  your  Majesty's  Chief  Justice 
of  your  Bench  hath  in  his  writings  magnified  them  not  without 
cause.  Certainly  they  arc  wise,  they  are  just,  and  moderate  laws ; 
they  give  to  God,  they  give  to  Ctcsar,  they  give  to  the  subjects, 
that  which  ap|iertaincth.  It  is  true,  they  arc  as  roixt  as  our 
language,  compounded  of  British,  Homan,  Saxon,  Danish,  Nor- 
man customs.  And  as  our  language  is  so  much  the  richer,  so 
the  laws  arc  the  more  complete :  neither  doth  this  attribute  less 
to  them,  than  those  that  would  have  them  to  have  stood  out  the 
same  in  all  mutations ;  for  no  tree  is  so  good  first  set,  as  by 
transplanting. 

2.  As  for  the  second  extreme,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it  by 
way  of  taxing  the  laws.  I  si)c«ak  only  by  way  of  pcrfiting  them, 
which  is  easiest  in  the  l)cst  things :  for  that  which  is  far  amiss 
hardly  rcccivcth  amendment;  but  that  which  hath  already,  to 
that  more  may  be  given.  Besides,  what  I  shall  pro|K)und  is  not 
to  the  matter  of  the  laws,  but  to  the  manner  of  their  registry, 
expression,  and  tradition :  so  that  it  giveth  them  rather  light  . 
than  any  new  nature.  This  being  so,  for  the  dignity  of  the 
work  I  know  scarcely  where  to  find  the  like :  for  surely  that 

I  scale  and  those  degrees  of  sovereign  honour  are  true  and  rightly 

^  marshalled  :  First  the  founders  of  estates ;  then  the  lawgivers ; 

then  the  deliverers  and  saviours  after  long  calamities ;  then  the 
fathers  of  their  countries,  which  are  just  and  prudent  princes ; 
and  lastly,  conquerors;  which  honour  is  not  to  be  received  amongst 
the  rest,  except  it  be  where  there  is  an  addition  of  more  country 
and  territory  to  a  better  government  than  that  was  of  the  con- 
quered.   Of  these,  in  my  judgment,  your  Majesty  may  with 
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more  trath  than  flatterj  be  intitled  to  the  fint^  because  of  your 

^  uniting  of  Britain  and  planting  Ireland  ;  both  which  savour  of 

f  -the  founder.    That  which  I  now  pro^iound  to  you,  may  adopt 

f  joa  also  into  the  second.    Lawgivers  have  been  called  princifies 

I  perpetui ;  because,  as  bishop  Ganliner  said  in  a  bad  sense  that 

^  he  wonid  ho.  bishop  an  hmidred  years  after  his  death,  in  respect 

of  the  long  leases  he  made:  so  lawgivers  arc  still  kings  and 

rulers  after  their  decease,  in  their  laws.     But  this  work,  shining 

so  in  itself,  needs  no  taper.    For  the  safety  and  convenience 

thereof,  it  is  good  to  consider  and  to  answer  those  objections  or 

■cruples  which  may  arise  or  be  made  against  this  work. 

Obj.  I.  That  it  is  a  thing  needless ;  and  that  the  law,  as  it 
now  is,  is  in  good  estate ;  comparable  to  any  foreign  law :  and 
that  it  is  not  possible  for  the  wit  of  man,  in  respect  of  the  frailty 
thereof,  to  provide  against  the  incertainties  and  evasions,  or 
omissions  of  law. 

Rt9p.  For  the  comparison  with  foreign  laws,  it  is  in  vain  to 
speak  of  it ;  for  men  will  never  agree  about  it.  Our  lawyers 
will  maintain  for  our  municipal  laws ;  civilians,  scholars,  travel- 
lers, will  be  of  the  other  opinion. 

But  certain  it  is,  that  our  laws,  as  they  now  stand,  are  subject 
to  great  incertainties,  and  variety  of  opinion,  delays,  and  eva- 
sions: whereof  ensueth, 

1.  That  the  multiplicity  and  length  of  suits  is  great. 

2.  That  the  contentious  person  is  armed,  and  the  honest  sub- 
ject wearied  and  oppressed. 

3.  That  the  judge  is  more  absolute;  who,  in  doubtful  cases, 
hath  a  greater  stroke  and  lil)erty. 

4.  That  the  chnnccry  courts  are  more  filled,  the  remedy  of 
law  being  often  obscure  and  doubtful. 

5.  That  the  ignorant  lawyer  shroudeth  his  ignorance  of  law 
in  that  doubts  are  so  frequent  and  many. 

6.  That  men's  assurances  of  their  lands  and  estates  by  patents, 
deeds,  wills,  are  often  subject  to  question,  and  hollow ;  and  many 
the  like  inoonveniencics. 

It  it  a  good  rule  and  direction  (for  that  all  laws,  secundum 
■u^tf  et  mifist,  do  participate  of  incertainties,)  that  foUoweth : 
Mark,  whether  the  doubts  that  arise  are  only  in  cases  not  of 
ordinary  experience;   or  which  happen  every  day.^     If  in  the 

'  The  BeMwritetio  hat "  onlj  in  OMet  of  ordinarjr  ezperienoe  %  or  which  happen 
act  cfciy  day.**    The  "*  noi**  teems  to  hate  dipped  into  the  wrong  place. 


/ 
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first  only«  impute  it  to  frailty  of  man's  foresight,  that  cannot 
reach  by  law  to  all  cases ;  but  if  in  the  latter,  be  assured  there 
is  a  fault  iu  the  law.  Of  this  I  say  no  more,  but  that  (to  give 
every  man  his  due)  had  it  not  been  for  Sir  Edward  Coke's 
Report  $  (which  though  they  may  have  errors,  and  some  peremp- 
tory and  extrajudicial  resolutions  more  than  are  warranted,  yet 
they  contain  infinite  good  decisions  and  rulings  over  of  cases), 
the  law  by  this  time  had  been  almost  like  a  ship  without  ballast; 
for  that  the  cases  of  modem  experience  are  fled  from  those  that 
are  adjudged  and  ruled  in  former  time. 

But  the  necessity  of  this  work  is  yet  greater  in  the  statute 
law.  For  first,  there  are  a  nnm1)cr  of  ensnaring  penal  laws^ 
which  lic^  upon  the  subject ;  and  if  in  bad  times  they  should  be 
awaked  and  put  in  execution,  would  grind  them  to  powder. 

There  is  a  learned  civilian  that  cxi)oun(ieth  the  curse  of  the 
prophet,  Pluei  super  eos  iaqueos,  of  multitude  of  |)cnal  laws, 
which  are  worse  than  the  showers  of  hail  or  tempest  u[x>u  cattle, 
for  they  fall  upon  men. 

There  are  some  penal  laws  fit  to  be  retained,  but  their  penalty 
too  great;  and  it  is  ever  a  rule,  that  any  over-great  penalty 
(besides  the  acerbity  of  it)  deads  the  execution  of  the  law. 

There  is  a  further  inconvenience,  of  penal  laws  obsolete  and 
out  of  use ;  for  that  it  brings  a  gangrene,  neglect,  and  habit  of 
disobedience  upon  other  wholesome  laws  that  are  fit  to  be  oon« 
tinned  in  practice  and  execution ;  so  that  our  laws  endure  the 
torment  of  Mcxentius : 

The  living  die  in  the  arms  of  the  dead. 

Lastly,  there  is  such  an  accumulation  of  statutes  concerning 
one  matter,  and  they  so  cross  and  intricate,  as  the  certainty  of 
law  is  lost  in  the  heap ;  as  your  Majesty  had  experience  last  day 
upon  the  point  Whether  the  incendiary  of  Newmarket  should 
have  the  benefit  of  his  clergy. 

Obj.  II.  That  it  is  a  great  innovation ;  and  innovations  are 
dangerous  beyond  foresight. 

Resp,  All  purgings  and  medicines,  either  in  the  civil  or  natural 
body,  are  innovations ;  so  as  that  argument  is  a  common-place 
against  all  noble  reformations.  But  the  troth  is,  that  this  work 
ought  not  to  be  termed  or  held  for  any  innovation  in  the  sus- 

>  **  kj  **  in  Bmusc. 
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pccted  sense.  For  tho^c  arc  the  innovations  which  are  qnarrellcd 
and  spoken  against,  that  concern  the  consciences,  estates,  and 
fortunes  of  particular  persons :  but  this  of  general  ordinance 
pricketh  not  particulars,  but  passcth  sine  itrepitu.  Besides,  it 
is  on  the  favourable  part;  for  it  caseth,  it  presseth  not:  and 
lastly,  it  is  rather  matter  of  order  and  explanation  than  of  altera- 
tion.    Neither  is  this  without  precedent  in  former  governments. 

Tlie  Romans,  by  their  Decemvirs,  did  make  their  Twelve 
Tables;  but  that  was  indeed  a  new  enacting  or  constituting  of 
laws,  not  a  rcgistring  or  recompiling ;  and  they  were  made  out 
of  the  laws  of  the  Grecians,  not  out  of  their  own  customs. 

In  Athens  they  had  Sexviri,  which  were  standing  commis- 
sioners to  watch  and  to  discern  what  laws  waxed  unproper  for 
the  time ;  and  what  new  law  did,  in  any  branch,  cross  a  former 
law,  and  so  c  c  officio  pro)x>undcd  their  repeals. 

King  Lewis  XI.  of  France,  had  it  in  his  intention  to  have 
made  one  perfite  and  uniform  law,  out  of  the  civil  law  Roman, 
and  the  provincial  customs  of  France. 

Justinian  the  Emperor,  by  commissions  directed  to  divers 
persons  learned  in  the  laws,  reduced  the  Roman  laws  from  vast- 
ness  of  volume,  and  a  labyrinth  of  ineertainties,  unto  that  course 
of  the  civil  law  which  is  now  in  use.  I  find  here  at  home  of  late 
years,  that  Kin^  Henry  Vlll.  in  the  twenty-seventh  of  his  reign, 
was  authoriscfl  l)y  Parliament  to  nominate  thirty-two  commis- 
sioners, part  ecclesiastical,  part  temporal,  to  purge  the  canon 
law,  and  to  make  it  agreeable  to  the  law  of  God,  and  the  law  of 
the  realm ;  and  the  same  was  revived  in  the  fourth  year  of  Edward 
VI.  though  neither  took  cfTcet. 

For  the  laws  of  Lyeurgus,  Solon,  Minos,  and  others  of  ancient 
time,  they  are  not  the  worse  because  grammar  scholars  speak  of 
them.    But  things  too  ancient  wax  children  with  us  again, 

Edgar,  the  Saxon  King,  collected  the  laws  of  this  kingdom, 
and  gave  them  the  strength  of  a  faggot  bound,  which  formerly 
were  dispersed. 

The  statutes  of  King  Edward. the  First  were  fundamental. 
Bat  I.  doubt  I  err  in  producing  so  many  examples :  for,  as 
Cicero  saith  to  Ca»ar,  so  may  I  say  to  your  Majesty ;  Nil  vuU 
gmre  te  digwrnm  mderipomt, 

Obj.  III.  In  this  purging  of  the  course  of  the  common  laws 
and  stalates,  much  good  may  be  taken  away. 
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Retp,  In  all  purging,  some  good  humours  may  pass  away ;  but 
that  is  largely  recompensed  by  ligliicuiug  the  body  of  mueh  bad. 

Obj.  IV.  Labour  were  better  bestowed  in  bringing  the  oom* 
mou  laws  of  England  to  a  text  law,  as  the  statutes  are,  and 
setting  both  of  them  down  iii  method  and  by  titles, 

Resp.  It  is  too  long  a  business  to  debate  wliether  lex  scripia 
aui  non  tcripta,  a  text  law  or  customs  well  registrcd,  with  received 
aud  approved  grounds  and  maxims,  and  acts  and  resolutions 
judicial  from  time  to  time  duly  entered  and  re|K>rtcd,  be  the 
better  form  of  declaring  and  authorising  laws.  It  was  the 
principal  reason  or  oracle  of  Lycurgun,  that  none  of  his  laws 
should  \xi  written.  Customs  are  laws  written  in  living  tables ; 
and  some  traditions  the  Church  doth  not  disauthorise.  In  all 
sciences,  they  are  the  soundest  that  keep  close  to  particulars ; 
and  sure  I  am  there  are  more  doubts  that  rise  upon  our  statutes, 
which  are  a  text  law,  than  U|>on  the  common  law,  which  is  no 
text  law.  But  howsoever  that  question  Ik  determined,  I  daro 
not  advise  to  cast  the  law  into  a  new  mould.  The  work  which  I 
propound  tendeth  to  proyning  and  grafting  the  law,  and  not  to 
ploughing^  up  and  planting  it  again ;  for  sneh  a  remove  I  should 
hold  indeed  for  a  |)erdous  innovation. 

Obj.  V.  It  will  turn  the  Judges,  counsellors  of  law,  and 
students  of  law  to  school  again ;  and  make  them  to  seek,  what 
they  shall  hold  and  advise  for  law ;  and  it  will  impose  a  new 
charge  upon  all  lawyers  to  furnish  themselves  with  new  books 
of  law. 

Resp,  For  the  former  of  these,  touching  the  new  labour,  it  is 
true  it  would  follow  if  the  law  were  new  moulded  into  a  text 
law ;  for  then  men  must  be  new  to  begin ;  and  that  is  one  of  the 
reasons  for  which  I  disallow  that  course. 

But  in  the  way  that  I  shall  now  projiound,  the  entire  body  and 
substance  of  law  shall  remain,  only  discharged  of  idle  and  un- 
profitable or  hurtful  matter ;  aud  illustrated  by  order  and  other 
heliw,  towards  the  better  understanding  of  it,  and  judgment 
thereupon. 

For  tlie  latter,  touching  the  new  charge,  it  is  not  worthy  the 
speaking  of  in  a  matter  of  so  high  importance ;  it  mought  have 
been  used  of  the  new  translation  of  the  Bible,  and  such  like 
works.    Books  must  follow  sciences,  and  not  sciences  books. 

>«<  plow  **  m  Bet. 
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The  work  Unlf;  and  the  way  to  reduce  and  recompile  the  Laws 

of  England. 

This  work  in  to  be  done  (to  u«e  some*  few  words^  vfhrch  is  the 
language  of  action  and  cfTcet,)  in  this  manner. 

It  consistcth  of  two  parts ;  the  digest  or  reeompiling  of  the 
common  laws,  and  that  of  the  statutes. 

In  the  first  of  these,  three  things  arc  to  be  done : 

1.  Tlie  compiling  of  a  book  De  antiquitafibus  juris. 

2.  The  reducing  or  perfecting  of  the  course  or  corps  of  the 
oommon  laws. 

8.  The  composing  of  certain  introductivc  and  auxiliary  books 
touching  the  study  of  the  laws. 

For  the  first  of  these.  All  ancient  records  in  your  Tower  or 
dsewliere,  containing  acts  of  parliament,  letters  patents,  commis- 
sions, and  judgments,  and  the  like,  arc  to  be  searched,  perused, 
and  wciglied.  And  out  of  these  arc  to  be  selected  those  that  are 
of  most  worth  and  weight ;  and  in  order  of  time,  not  of  titles, 
(for  the  more  conformity  with  the  Year-books,)  to  Ix;  set  down 
and  rcgistred ;  rarely  in  hac  verba ;  but  summed  with  judgment, 
not  omitting  any  material  part.  These  are  to  be  used  for  re- 
verend precedents,  but  not  for  binding  authorities. 

For  the  second,  which  is  the  main ;  There  is  to  be  made  a 
perfect  course  of  the  law  in  serie  tennporis,  or  Year-books  (as  we 
call  them),  from  Edward  the  First  to  this  day.  In  the  compiling 
of  this  course  of  law,  or  Year-books,  the  points  following  are  to 
be  observed. 

First,  all  cases  which  are  at  this  day  clearly  no  law,  but  con- 
stantly ruled  to  the  contrary,  are  to  be  led  out ;  they  do  but  fill 
the  Tolumes,  and  season  the  wits  of  students  in  a  contrary  sense 
of  law.  And  so  likewise  all  cases  wherein  that  is  solemnly  and 
long  debated,  whereof  there  is  now  no  question  at  all,  are  to  be 
entered  as  judgments  only,  and  resolutions,  but  without  the 
arguments,  which  arc  now  become  but  frivolous.  Yet  for  the 
observation  of  the  deeper  sort  of  lawyers,  that  they  may  see  how 
the  law  bath  altered,  out  of  which  they  may  pick  sometimes  good 
Qse,  I  do  advise  that  upon  the  first  in  time  of  those  obsolete  cases 
there  were  a  memorandum  set,  that  at  that  time  the  law  was  thus 
taken,  until  such  a  time,  etc. 

Secondly,  Homonpmia,  (as  Justinian  calleth  them,)  that  is, 

'  8o  ill  BfltufdUtio.    But  I  tlunk  "  aovM  **  ooght  to  be  struck  out. 
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cases  merely  of  iteration  and  repetition^  arc  to  be  purged  away : 
and  tiic  cases  of  identity  which  arc  best  reported  and  argued  to 
be  retained  instead  of  the  rest;  the  judgments  nevertheless  to 
be  set  down,  evciy  one  in  time  as  they  arc,  but  with  a  quotation 
or  reference  to  the  case  where  the  point  is  argued  at  large :  but 
if  the  case  consist  part  of  rc|)ctitiou,  part  of  new  matter,  the  re- 
petition is  only  to  be  omitted. 

Thirdly,  as  to  the  AtUinomia,  eases  judged  to  tlie  contrary,  it 
were  too  great  a  trust  to  refer  to  the  judgment  of  the  Gom|K)aers 
of  this  work,  to  decide  the  law  either  way,  except  there  be  a 
current  stream  of  judgments  of  later  times;  and  then  I  reckon 
the  contrary  cases  amongst  cases  obsolete,  of  which  I  have 
spoken  before :  Nevertheless  this  diligence  would  be  used,  that 
such  cases  of  contradiction  l)e  specially  noted  and  collected,  to 
the  end  those  doubts  that  have  been  so  long  militant  may,  either 
by  assembling  all  the  Judges  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  or  by 
Parliament,  be  put  into  certainty.  For  to  do  it  by  bringing 
them  in  question  under  feigned  iNirtics  is  to  be  disliked.  Nil 
habeat  forum  ex  scena. 

Fourthly,  all  idle  queries,  which  are  but  seminaries  of  doubts 
and  incertainties,  are  to  Ix)  left  out  and  omitted,  and  no  queries 
set  down  but  of  great  doubts  well  debated  and  left  undecided 
for  difficulty;  but  no  doubting  or  upstarting  queries;  which 
though  they  be  touched  in  argument  for  explanation,  yet  were 
better  to  die  than  to  bq  put  into  the  books. 

Lastly,  cases  rei)orted  with  too  great  prolixity  would  be  drawn 
into  a  more  compendious  report;  not  in  the  nature  of  an 
abridgment ;  but  tautologies  and  impcrtincneies  to  be  cut  off. 
As  for  misprinting,  and  insensible  reporting,  which  many  times 
confound  the  students,  that  will  Ixs  obiter  amended ;  but  more 
principally,  if  there  Ik  any  thing  in  the  re[x>rt  which  is  not 
well  warranted  by  the  record,  that  is  also  to  be  rectified.  The 
course  being  thus  compiled,  then  it  resteth  but  for  your  Majesty 
to  appoint  some  grave  and  sound  lawyers,  with  some  honourable 
stipend,  to  be  reporters'  for  the  time  to  come;  and  then  this  is 
settled  for  all  times. 

For  the  auxiliary  books  that  conduce  to  the  study  and  science 

>  Thif  oonititutkNi  of  Bq)ortert  I  obtained  of  tho  King,  aftor  I  wm  Ohsn- 
ceUor  I  ind  thert  are  two  appointed  with  £100  s  year  s-pieoe  tt* — ^ 
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of  the  law,  they  arc  three :  Institutions ;  a  treatise  De  reguliM 
jurU;  and  a  better  book  De  verborum  significatianibug,  or 
terms  of  the  law.  For  the  Institutions^  I  know  well  there  be 
hooks  of  intro<1uctions  (wherewith  students  begin)  of  good 
worth,  siiecially  Littleton  and  Fitzherbcrt ;  Natura  brevium  ;  but 
they  are  no  ways  of  the  nature  of  an  Institutions;  the  office 
whereof  is  to  be  a  key  and  general  preparation  to  the  reading 
of  the  course.  And  principally  it  ought  to  have  two  properties ; 
the  one  a  perspicuous  and  clear  order  or  method ;  and  the  other, 
an  universal  latitude  or  comprehension,  tliat  the  students  may 
have  a  little  prenotion  of  every  thing,  like  a  model  towards  a 
great  building.  For  the  treatise  De  reffulis  Juris,  I  hold  it  of  all 
other  things  the  most  important  to  the  health,  as  I  may  term  it, 
and  good  institutions  of  any  laws :  it  is  indeed  like  the  ballast 
of  a  ship,  to  keep  all  upright  and  stable ;  but  I  have  seen  little 
in  this  kind,  either  in  our  law  or  other  laws,  that  satisfieth  me. 
The  naked  rule  or  maxim  doth  not  the  effect.  It  must  be  made 
useful  by  good  diflcrcnees,  ampliations,  and  limitations,  war- 
ranted by  good  authorities ;  and  this  not  by  raising  up  of  quota- 
tions and  references,  but  by  discourse  aud  dedueement  in  a  just 
tractate.  In  this  I  have  travelled  myself,  at  the  first  more  cur- 
sorily, since  with  more  diligence,  and  will  go  on  with  it,  if  God 
and  your  Majesty  will  give  me  leave.  And  I  do  assure  your 
ilajesty,  I  am  in  good  ho|)c,  that  when  Sir  Edward  Coke's 
Reports  and  my  Rules  and  Decisions  shall  come  to  posterity, 
there  will  be  (whatsoever  is  now  thought,)  question  who  was  the 
greater  lawyer  ?  For  the  books  of  the  Terms  of  the  Law,  there 
18  a  poor  one;  but  I  wish  a  diligent  one,  wherein  should  be 
comprised  not  only  the  exposition  of  the  terms  of  law,  but  of 
the  words  of  all  ancient  records  and  precedents. 

For  the  Abridgments,  I  could  wish,  if  it  were  possible,  that 
D<me  mought  use  them  but  such  as  had  read  the  course  first ; 
that  they  might  serve  for  repertories  to  learned  lawyers,  and  not 
to  make  a  lawyer  in  haste :  but  since  that  cannot  be,  I  wish 
there  were  a  good  abridgment  composed  of  the  two  that  are 
extant,  and  in  better  order.    So  much  for  the  Common  Law. 

Statute  Law. 

For  the  reforming  and  recompiling  of  the  Statute  Law,  it 
consiateth  of  four  parts. 
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1.  The  first,  to  discharge  the  books  of  those  statutes  whereas* 
the  case  by  alteration  of  time  is  vanished ;  as  Lombard  Jews, 
Gauls  half-pcuee,  etc.  Those  may  nevertheless  remain  in  the 
libraries  for  antiquities,  but  no  reprinting  of  them.  The  like  of 
statutes  long  sinec  expired  and  clearly  repealed ;  for  if  the  repeal 
be  doubtful,  it  must  be  so  propoundcfl  to  the  Parliament. 

2.  The  next  is,  to  reiieal  all  statutes  which  arc  sleeping  and 
not  of  use,  but  yet  sufiring  and  in  force.  In  some  of  those  it 
will  perha|>s  be  requisite  to  substitute  some  more  reasonable  law 
instead  of  them,  agreeable  to  the  time ;  in  others  a  simple  repeal 
may  suffice. 

3.  The  third,  that  the  grcviousness  of  the  penalty  in  many 
statutes  be  mitigated,  though  the  ordinance  stand. 

4.  The  last  is,  the  reducing  of  coucurrcnt  statutes,  heaped  one 
uix>n  another,  to  one  clear  and  uniform  law.  Towards  this  there 
hath  been  already,  u|X>n  my  motion  and  your  Majesty's  direction, 
a  great  deal  of  good  pains  taken ;  my  LonI  Ilobart,  myself,  Ser- 
jeant Finch,  Mr.  Ilcneage  Finch,  Mr.  Noyc,  Mr.  Ilackwcll,  and 
others ;  whose  labours  being  of  a  great  bulk,  it  is  not  fit  now  to 
trouble  your  Majesty  with  any  further  particularity  therein ; 
only  by  this  you  may  perceive  the  work  is  already  advanccil :  but 
because  this  part  of  the  work,  which  concerneth  the  Statute  Laws, 
must  of  necessity  come  to  Parliament,  and  the  houses  will  best 
like  that  which  themselves  guide,  and  the  |>ersons  that  them* 
selves  employ,  the  way  were  to  imitate  the  precedent  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  Canon  Laws  in  27  lien.  VIII,  and  1  £dw.  VI, 
and  the  commissioners  for  tiie  Union  of  the  two  realms,  primo  of 
your  Majesty,  and  so  to  have  the  commissioners  named  by  both 
houses ;  but  not  with  a  precedent  ^xiwer  to  conclude,  but  only 
to  prepare  and  propound  to  Parliament. 

This  is  the  best  way,  I  conceive,  to  accomplish  this  excellent 
work,  of  honour  to  your  Majesty's  times,  and  of  good  to  all 
times ;  which  I  submit  to  your  Majesty's  better  judgment. 

2. 
Though  the  regulation  of  trade,  as  a  matter  of  what  wo  now  call 
Political  Economy,  engaged  a  good  deal  of  Bacon's  attention,  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  anticipated  modern  science  on  that  subject. 
His  impartial  observation  and  clear  common  sense  warned  him  of 
immediate  consequences,  and  taught  him  to  avoid  impractieablo 

>  0o  in  Km.    I  think  il  Bboold  be  **  whorwn." 
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counes ;  but  on  the  true  principleis  of  commercial  Icgislfttion  be  hod 
no  clearer  light  than  the  rest  of  his  con  tern  poraricfl.  To  forbid  usury, 
for  instance,  he  saw  would  be  mischievous,  as  this  world  goes ;  be- 
cause without  usury  there  would  be  no  lending.     But  he  did  not 
venture  far  enough  to  perceive  that  the  interest  to  be  paid  on  money 
to  be  lent  is  as  fair  and  junt  a  subject  of  bargain  as  any  other,  and 
ought  to  bo  as  free.     If  he  had  thought  it  possible  to  make  men  lend 
their  money  without  taking  interest,  he  would  apparently  have  thought 
it  a  good  thing,    iiis  objection  to  the  attempt  was  that  it  was  Utopian, 
not  that  it  was  against  the  sound  principles  of  trading.^     8u  also 
with  regard  to  foreign  trade,  he  saw  that  indiscreet  endeavours  to 
monopolise  a  manufacture  might  end  in  the  loss  of  it ;  because  if  the 
foreigner  found  it  too  difficult  to  procure,  he  would  learn  to  do  without 
it  or  to  make  it  for  himself.    But  that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  oil 
nations  that  each  should  bo  encouraged  to  produce  whatever  it  could 
produce  best  and  ot  least  cost,  that  all  possible  facilities,  both  of  ex- 
port and  import,  should  be  given  to  all  alike,  and  that  the  conditions 
of  exchange  should  be  lefl  to  the  parties, — this  I  think  he  would  not 
have  been  prepared  to  admit.  Upon  the  balance  of  trade,  the  value  of 
the  precious  metals,  and  the  protection  of  native  industry,  he  appears 
to  have  held  all  the  doctrines  which  were  then  considered  orthodox. 
We  left  the  New  Company  of  Merchant  Adventurers  struggling  to 
win  from  the  Dutch  the  dyeing  and  dressing  of  cloth,  as  well  as  the 
weaving.'    The  plan  of  operation  was  very  simple.    All  exportation 
of  cloth  uudyed  and  undressed  was  to  be  prohibited.    Then  the 
Dutch,  it  was  thought,  not  being  able  to  get  the  cloth  otherwise, 
would  be  obliged  to  take  it  so ;  and  the  profit  on  the  dyeing  and 
dressing  would  be  secured  for  the  native  industry.     But  the  Dutch 
had  native  industry  of  their  own  to  care  for.    They  chose  to  dye  and 
dress  for  themselves,  and  refused  to  buy  any  which  had  been  dressed 
and  dyed  elsewhere.    This  of  course  produced  distress  among  the 
dothworkers  in  England,  and  forced  the  goveroroent  to  consent  to  a 
partial  relaxation  of  the  prohibition  for  a  time.     But  time  did  not 
make  the  case  easier  to  deal  with.    The  Dutch,  instead  of  being 
gradually  compelled  to  take  English-c/reMeJ  cloth,  began  to  set  up 
looms  of  their  own  and  prepare  to  do  without  ^gMah-woven  cloth  ; 
■o  that  our  whole  trade  with  that  part  of   the  continent  was 
thieatened  with  extinction.    The  cloth  workers,  first  of  Gloucester- 
shire, then  of  Worcestershire,  and  lastly  of  Wiltshire,  all  came  in 
with  complaints  that  their  business  was  at  a  stand ;  and  Bacon  was 
called  upon  to  advise  what  should  be  done.    Though  he  had  heartily 
approved  of  the  policy  of  getting  the  whole  manufacture  into  English 
>  8m  his  Bmy  of  Utmy.  >  See  YoL  Y.  pp.  169-179, 266-259. 
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banda,  if  it  could  be  done,  and  tbougbt  tbe  attempt  highly  patriotic, 
and  had  taken  much  pains  to  mako  the  best  of  it,  he  had  never  been 
very  confident  of  success.  lie  evidently  doubted  the  ability  of  tho 
New  Company  to  make  good  their  promises ;  and  when  they  obtained 
leave  to  export  a  cortiin  proportion  of  "  whites"  for  a  certain 
number  of  yean,  he  foresaw  the  dan(*cr.  "  Nay,  I  fear,"  ho  said, 
writing  to  the  King  on  the  25th  of  February  preceding,  '*  and  have 
long  feared,  that  tbis  feeding  of  the  foreigner  may  be  dangerous ;  for 
as  we  may  think  to  hold  up  our  clothing  by  vent  of  whites  till  we 
can  dye  and  dress ;  so  they  (I  mean  the  Dutch)  will  think  to  hold 
up  their  manufacture  of  dyeing  and  dressing  upon  our  whites,  till 
they  can  clothe."^  The  prediction  bed  been  verified.  "  A  bounty," 
says  Mr.  Gardiner,  "  was  oflfered  for  every  fresh  loom  which  was  set 
up,  and  afler  a  few  weeks  Carleton  reported  that  as  ho  went  about 
the  country  to  examine  the  progress  that  had  been  made,  his  ears 
were  saluted  with  the  busy  sound  of  the  shuttle  in  all  directions."' 
In  the  present  emergency,  Bacon  does  not  seem  to  have  bad  any- 
thing better  to  suggest  than  an  act  of  authority,  wholesome  indeed 
and  beneficial  in  itself  according  to  his  ideas,  however  condemnable 
according  to  ours,  but  promising  at  best  only  a  temporary  relief  of 
the  present  distress. 

This  appears  to  have  been  the  state  of  tbe  case  when  the  two  next 
letters  were  written. 

A  Letter  to  Sir  George  Villiers,  acknowledging  tub 

King's  favour  in  granting  some  suit  op  his.' 

Sir, 

I  am  more  and  more  bound  to  his  Majesty,  who  I  think 

knowing  me  to  have  other  ends  than  ambition,  is  contented  to 

make  me  judge  of  mine  own  desires. 

I  am  now  beating  my  brains  (among  many  cases^  of  his 

Majesty's  business)  touching  the  redeeming  the  time  in  this 

business  of  cloth.     The  great  question  is  how  to  miss  or  how  to 

mate  the  Flemings^  how  to  [lass  by  them  or  how  to  pass  over 

them. 

In  my  next  letter,  I  shall  alter  your  stile :  but  I  shall  never 

whilst  I  breathe  alter  mine  own  stile,  in  being 

Your  true  and  devoted  servant, 

London,  Fr.  Bacon. 

22nd  Aug.  1616. 

>  Vol.  v.  p.  268.  '  Hist,  of  England,  1602-1616,  vol  ii.  p.  202. 

*  OibMm  Fftpers,  vol.  Tiii.  f.  46.    F«r  oopj  in  Mesutys's  hand.    . 
«  So  in  MS.    **  cam"  in  Bm. 
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To  THE   KlNO.^ 

It  maj  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty, 

First,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  I  thank  the  Ood  of  all 
mercy  and  salvation  that  he  hath  preserved  you  from  receiving 
any  hurt  by  your  fall ;  and  I  pray  his  divine  Majesty  over  to 
preserve  you  on  horseback  and  on  foot  from  hurt  and  fear  of 
hart. 

Now  touching  the  clothing  business.  For  that  I  perceive  the 
doth  goeth  not  off  as  it  should,  and  that  Wiltshire  is  now  come 
in  with  complaint,  as  well  as  Gloucestershire  and  Worcester- 
shire, so  tliat  this  gangrene*  crccpeth  on ;  I  humbly  pray  your 
Majesty,  to  take  into  your  Majesty's  princely  consideration  a 
remedy  for  the  present  stand,  which  certainly  will  do  the  deed ; 
and  for  anything  that  I  know  will  be  honourable  and  convenient, 
though  joined  with  some  loss  in  your  Majesty's  customs,  which 
I  know  in  a  business  of  this  quality,  and  being  but  for  an 
imierim  till  you  may  negotiate,  your  Majesty  doth  not  esteem. 
i  And  it  is  this. 

That  your  Majesty  by  your  proclamation  do  forbid  (after 
fourteen  days,  giving  that  time  for  suiting  men's  selves)  the 
wearing  of  any  stuff  made  wholly  of  silk,  without  mixture  of 
wool,  for  the  space  of  six  months.  So  your  Majesty  shall  supply 
outward  vent  with  inward  use,  specially  for  the  finer  cloths, 
which  are  those  wherein  the  stand  principally  is,  and  which  silk- 
wearers^  are  likcst  to  buy  ;  and  you  shall  shew  a  most  princely 
care  over  thousands  of  the^  poor  people;  and  besides,  your 
Majesty  shall  blow  a  horn,  to  let  the  Flemings  know  your 
Majesty  will  not  give  over  the  chace.  Again,  the  winter  season 
coming  on  is  fittest  for  wearing  of  cloth ;  and  there  is  scope 
enough  left  for  bravery  and  vanity  by  lacing  and  embroidery,' 
■o  it  be  upon  cloth  or  stufi  of  wooL 

I  thought  it  .my  duty  to  offer  and  submit  this  remedy, 
amoogsi  others,  to  your  Majesty's  great  wisdom,  because  it 
pleased  you  to  lay  the  care  of  this  business  upon  me;  and 

*  StmhcBi^s  lint  OoUMtioD,  d.  179»  *<froin  tlie  origiDaL**  There  it  s  fktr  oopj 
«k  LMDMth  in  Meaatyi^B  haad.    (Oib.  Pa^p.  viti.  f.  47).    But  ther«  are  two  or 

*  •'Banquit'*  in  the  LambKh  MS.  >  «  WMrm,**  in  the  LambHh  liS. 
«  •Tour,"  in  tha  Lambeth  MS. 
•«  Leafing  an  aabfoidaiy.'' in  the  Lambeth  MS. 
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indeed  mj  care  did  fly  to  it  before^  as  it  shall  alwaya  do  to  any 
knots  and  difficulties  in  your  business,  wherein  hitherto  I  have 
been  not  unfortunate,  Ood  ever  have  you  in  his  most  precious 
custody. 

Your  Majesty's  most  faithful 

and  most  bounden  servant. 

Fa.  Bacon. 
Sept.  13, 1616. 

The  paper  which  was  enclosed  in  the  short  letter  which  follows 
has  not  been  preserved :  and  it  is  therefore  of  the  less  consequence 
to  inquire  what  the  proposition  was  to  which  it  related.  I  fancy  it 
was  some  offer  from  the  old  company  of  merchant  adventurers,  with 
whom  Towerson  was  connected,*  and  who  were  certainly  still  in  com* 
municatton  with  the  Council.  But  the  particulsrs  to  bo  gleaned 
from  this  would  not  be  sufficient  to  identify  the  proposition,  even  if 
one  were  to  light  upon  it. 

To  THB  King  upon  Towerson's  proposition  about  the 

Cloth  Business.' 

May  it  please  your  excellent  Majesty, 

Because  I  have  ever  found  that  in  business  the  considera* 
tion  of  persons  (who  are  itutrumenia  animaia)  is  no  less  weighty 
than  of  matters,  I  humbly  pray  your  Majesty  to  peruse  this 
inclosed  paper,  containing  a  diligence  which  I  have  used  m 
omnem  evenium.  If  Towerson,  as  a  passionate  man,  have  over* 
come  himself  in  his  opinion,  jo  it  is.  But  if  his  company  make 
this  good,  then  I  am  very  glad  to  see  in  the  case  wherein  we 
now  stand  there  is  this  hope  left,  and  your  Majesty's  honour 
preserved  in  the  entier.  (3od  have  your  Majesty  in  his  divine 
protection. 

Your  Majesty's  most  devoted, 

and  most  bounden  servant. 

This  is  a  secret  to  all  men  but  my  Lord  Clianoellor ;  and  we 
go  on  this  day  with  the  new  company,  without  discounging 
them  at  all. 

September  18, 1616. 

*  S«e  8.  P.  Don.  Jainct  I.    ToL  Ixxx.  no.  106. 

*  OiUon  F^pen,  roL  viiL  L  48.    Fair  oopy  ia  Mesuljs'*  hssd. 
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8. 

We  left  Sir  Edward  Coke  at  the  beginning  of  the  Long  Vacation, 
temporarily  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  his  office  of  Chief  Justice, 
and  ordered  to  review  his  Bcports,  to  correct  anything  in  them  that 
he  might  find  requiring  correction,  and  to  communicate  the  result 
prirately  to  the  King. 

A  few  days  before  the  beginning  of  tho  next  term,  the  Kmg 
directed  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Attorney  General  to  call  upon 
him  for  an  account  of  what  he  had  done.  On  the  2d  of  October  he 
appeared  before  them,  and  the  following  letter  gives  their  report  of 
what  passed. 

Tub  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Attorney  General  to 

THE  Kino.^ 

It  may  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty^ 
This  morning,  according  to  your  Majesty's  command- 
ment, we  have  had  my  Lonl  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench 
before  us,  we  being  assisted  by  all  your  learned  counsel,  except 
Seijcaiit  Crew,  who  was  then  gone  to  attend  your  Majesty.  It 
was  delivered  unto  him,  that  your  Majesty's  pleasure  was,  that 
we  should  receive  an  account  from  him  of  the  performance  of  a 
commandment  of  your  Majesty  laid  upon  him,  which  was  that 
he  should  enter  into  a  view  and  retractation  of  such  novelties 
and  errors  and  offensive  conceits  as  were  dispersed  in  his 
Reports ;  that  he  had  had  good  time  to  do  it ;  and  we  doubted 
not  but  he  had  used  good  endeavour  in  it,  which  we  desired  now 
in  particular  to  receive  from  him. 

His  speech  was,  that  there  were  of  his  Reports  eleven  books, 
that  contained  about  five  hundred  cases:  that  heretofore  in 
other  Reports,  as  namely  those  of  Mr.  Plowden  (which  he 
reverenced  much)  there  hath  been  found  nevertheless  errors 
which  the  wisdom  of  time  hail  discovered  and  later  judgments 
oontroUed ;  and  enumerated  to  us  four  cases  in  Plowden  which 
were  erroneous;  and  thereupon  delivered  in  tons  the  inclosed 
paper,  wherein  your  Majesty  may  perceive  that  my  Lord  is  an 
happy  man,  that  there  should  be  no  more  errors  in  his  five 
handled  cases  than  in  a  few  cases  of  Plowden.  Your  Migesty 
may  also  perceive  that  your  Majesty's  direction  to  my  Lord 
Chancellor  and  myself,  and  the  travail  taken  by  us  and  Mr. 

*  QibtOB  Pspeni  voL  Tiii.  f.  60.    Copy.    Doeketed  S  Ooto.  1610.    A  copy  of 
■9  httcr  la  tho  Co  Utff^  Lo.  Oooko. 
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SolKcitor  in  followiug  and  performing  your  direction,  was  not 
altogether  lost ;  for  that  of  those  three  heads  whieh  we  priu- 
eipally  rcspeetcd,  wliieh  were  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
church,  your  prerogative,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  other  your 
courts,  my  Lord  hath  scarcely  fallen  u^wn  any  except  it  be 
the  Prince's  ease,  which  al^o  yet  secincth  to  stand  hut  upon  the 
grammatical  of  French  and  Latin. 

My  Lord  did  also  [qualify*]  his  promise,  which  your  Majc»ty 
shall  find  in   the  end  of  his  writing,  thus  far  in  a  kind    of 
common-place  or  thesis,  that  it  was  sin  for  a  man  to   go 
against  his  own  conscience,  tliough  erroneous^  except  his  con- 
science be  first  informed  and  satisfied. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  conclusion  signified  to  my  Lord 
Coke  your  Majesty's  commandment,  that  until  report  made  and 
your  pleasure  thereupon  known  he  shall  forbear  his  sitting  at 
Westminster,  &c.  not  restraining  nevertheless  any  other  exer- 
cise of  his  place  of  Chief  Justice  in  private. 

Thus  having  performed,  to  the  best  of  our  understanding, 
your  royal  commandment,  we  rest  ever 

Your  >f  lyesty's  most  faithful,  and 

most  bounden  servants 

This  joint  letter  ap|)eani  to  have  been  accompsniod  with  another 
from  Bacon  either  to  the  King  or  Villieri,  in  which  he  recommended 
the  course  to  be  now  taken  in  the  matter.  But  this  has  unluckily 
been  lost,  and  the  substance  of  the  advice  can  only  be  gathered 
imperfectly  from  the  King*8  remarks  in  answer.  A  loss  much  to  be 
regretted ;  for  the  question  was  important  and  difficult.  Up  to  this  ' 
p<)int  Coke  had  been  dealt  with  cautiously  and  prudently.  The  acts 
previously  selected  for  censure  had  been  acts  of  aggression,  obstruc* 
tion,  and  disturbance.  Having  been  called  on  to  justify  them  before 
the  Council,  and  failed,  he  had  been  brought  to  acquiesce  (however 
ungraciously)  in  an  order  that  they  should  not  bo  repeated ;  and  so 
far  the  wound  was  healed.  The  **  novelties,  errors,  and  offensive 
conceits  dispersed  in  his  Keports'*  were  more  difficult  to  deal  with, 
I  being  expiessions  of  opinion  on  points  of  law,  and  Coke's  opinions  in 
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>  Tliera  if  no  word  between  ''abo**  ftnd  ''hit**  in  the  M8.  Birch,  findins  the 
•cntenco  imperfect,  put  in  **  give,"  without  notice  i  and  "  mj  Lord  did  alio  give 
his  promiae'^hM  been  the  rending  in  »U  editions  since.  I  do  not  think  it  ean  be 
the  right  word.  I  hiiTe  substituted  **  qtudifjr,**— not  as  being  probably  Bacon's 
own  word,  (or  I  think  it  more  probable  that  scversl  hare  dropped  out,— 4>ut  as 
giving  what  waa  probablj  the  sense. 


78  LETTERS  AND  LIFE  OF  FRANCIS  BACON.  [Crav.  1L 

such  matten  being  likely  to  outweigh  in  popular  estimation  those 
of  an  J  authority  who  might  undertake  to  censure  them.  That 
erroneous  opinions  published  in  a  liook  miyA^  he  h  fit  subject  of 
censure  and  punishment  would  not,  I  suppose,  hare  been  disputed. 
The  offence  of  Dr.  Cowell,  which  caused  such  eicitement  in  the 
House  of  Commons  in  1010,  was  quite  analogous,  only  that  it  came 
from  the  cither  vide.  Dr.  Cowell,  Kegius  Professor  of  Civil  Law  in 
the  University  of  Cambridge,  having  published  a  law-dictionary — a 
book  professing  to  set  forth  the  true  meaning  of  all  words  used  in 
legal  writings — was  found  by  the  House  of  Commons  in  some  of  his 
definitions  to  have  expressed  or  implied  opinions  inconsistent  with 
the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Coke,  having  published 
reports  of  a  number  of  cuses  decided  in  the  courts  of  law,  was  fouud 
by  the  King,  the  Archbishop,  and  tlie  Lord  Chancellor  to  have  sot 
down  as  law  doctrines  inconsistent  with  the  rights  of  the  Crown,  tlie 
Church,  and  the  Courts.  Dr.  Co  well's  dictionary  had  bcon,  at  tlie 
instance  of  the  House  of  Commons,  by  authority  of  the  King, 
immediately  and  peremptorily  suppressed.  Coke  was  treated  more 
respectfully.  Before  any  objection  was  made,  opportunity  was  given 
him  to  correct  or  withdraw  anything  objectionable.  But  when  he 
had  corrected  everything  that  he  found  amiss,  there  still  remained 
many  passages  to  which  it  was  thought  that  just  objection  might 
be  taken:  and  the  queation  was  how  these  were  to  be  dealt 
with. 

From  the  King's  reasons — as  reported  by  Yilliers  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter — ^for  disliking  Bacon's  advice,  I  gather  that  he  had 
auggeated  a  course  similar  to  that  which  he  had  advised  iu  the  caso 
of  the  Cdmmendami  and  the  Pramunire :  a  declaration  of  the  whole 
case  before  the  Council,  in  the  presence  probably  of  the  Judges, 
followed  by  a  formal  application  for  their  opinion  anu  advice.  Such 
a  proceeding  would  at  any  rate  have  left  no  room  for  doubt  as  to  the 
true  grounds  upon  which  the  action  was  taken ;  and  if  the  advice  of 
the  Council  had  been  freely  given  and  duly  followed,  it  might  have 
carried  weight  enough  to  bear  out  the  conclusion  even  in  the  opinion 
of  the  people,  and  even  though  it  implied  that  Coke  in  his  own 
•peeial  province  was  not  infallible.  Lesa  than  this  could  hardly  be 
eipeeted  to  outweigh  the  obvious  popular  presumption  that  he  was 
fwying  the  penalty  of  his  virtue.  The  King  however  professed  to 
take  a  more  summary  course,  and  directed  Villiers  to  return  Bacon 
the  following  answer. 
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To  THB  RlOnT  HOVOUBABLB  8lB  FbaNCIS  BaCOV,  KffTn  His  l^lAJBtTT*B 
ArrOBMET  6X11 BBAL,  AND  OP  HIS  MOST  UONOUBABLB  PBITY  CoUMCIL." 

Sir. 
I  liBTo  Bcquaintcd  his  Majc«ty  with  my  Lord  Chancellor*!  tnd  your 
report  toucliini;  my  Lord  Coke  m  aluo  with  your  o|ntiion  therein  ;  which  his 
Majesty  doth  diitlike  for  these  three  reasons:  Hntt  because  that  hy  this 
course  you  propound  the  process  cannot  have  a  beginning;  till  after  his 
Majesty's  return,  which  how  long  it  may  last  after  no  man  knoweth ; 
he  therefore  thinkcth  it  too  long  and  uncertain  a  delay  to  keep  the  bench 
so  long  Toid  from  a  Chief  Justice.  Secondly,  although  his  Majesty  did 
use  the  Council's  adnco  in  dealing  with  Uie  Chief  Justice  upon  his  otlier 
misdemeanors,  yet  he  would  be  loth  to  lessen  his  prerogatiTe  in  making 
the  Council  judges  whether  he  should  be  turned  out  of  his  place  or  no,  if 
the  case  should  so  require.  Thirdly,  for  that  my  Lord  Coke  hath  sought 
means  to  kiss  his  Majesty's  hands  and  withal  to  acquaint  him  with  some 
things  of  great  importance  to  his  service,  he  holdeth  it  not  flt  to  admit 
him  to  his  presence,  before  these  points  be  determined,  because  that 
would  be  a  grant  of  his  pardon  before  ho  had  his  trial.  And  if  those 
things  wherewith  he  is  to  acquaint  his  Majesty  be  of  such  consequence, 
it  would  be  dangerous  and  prejudicial  to  his  Majesty  to  delay  him  too 
long.  Notwithstanding,  if  you  shall  advise  of  any  other  reasons  to  the 
contrary,  his  Majesty  would  have  you  with  all  the  sjieed  you  can  to  send 
them  unto  him,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  keep  back  his  Majesty *s  letter 
which  is  herein  sent  unto  you  from  my  Lord  Coke's  knowledge,  until  yon 
receive  his  Majesty's  further  direction  for  your  prooeeding  in  his  business. 

And  so  I  rest. 

Your  ever  assured  friend  at  oommand, 

Gbobob  Villirbs. 

Theobalds,  the 

8fd  of  October, 
1616. 

Of  the  letter  from  the  King  himself  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  and 
Bflcon  which  went  along  with  this,  I  have  not  mot  with  any  copy  or 
account ;  only  I  gather  from  the  answer  which  was  returned  to  both 
letters  that  it  was  not  acted  upon  at  that  time. 

To  THB  Kino.' 

It  may  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty, 
We  have  considered  of  the  letters  which  we  received  from 
your  Migesty,  as  well  that  written  to  us  both,  as  that  other 

*  Gibson  Papers,  vol.  viil.  f.  61.  Tlie  original  letter.  Docketed  in  Meautyi't 
liand  **  Octob.  8  1616.  My  Lo.  Villiers  to  my  Mr.  upon  the  ICs  pleasure  for 
pitieeeding  against  my  Lo.  Chief  Justioe." 

'  Gibson  Pspen,  vol.  viii.  f.  62.  Tlie  original  letter,  in  Bacon's  fiutest 
lumd  ;  signatures  and  superscription  remaining.  Docketed  "  Lo.  Chaneellor  and 
Mr.  Attorney  to  his  Ma***.*' 
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written  by  my  Lord  Villien  to  me  the  Attorney,  which  I 
thonght  good  to  acquaint  my  Lord  Chancellor  withal ;  the  better 
to  giTc  your  Majesty  satisfaction.  And  we  most  humbly  desire 
jour  JIajesty  to  think  that  we  are  and  ever  shall  be  ready  to 
perform  and  obey  your  Majesty's  directions;  towards  which  the 
first  degree  is,  to  understand  them  well. 

In  anitwer  therefore  to  both  the  said  letters,  as  well  concern- 
ing matter  as  concerning  time,  we  shall  in  all  humbleness  offer 
to  your  ^lajcsty's  wisdom  the  considerations  following : 

First,  we  did  oonccive,  that  after  my  Lord  Coke  was  seques- 
tered from  the  table  and  his  circuits,  when  your  Majesty  laid 
upon  him  yonr  commandment  for  the  expurging  of  his  Reports, 
and  commanded  also  our  scn'ice  to  look  into  them  and  into 
other  novelties  introduced  into  the  government,  your  Majesty 
had  in  this  your  doing  two  principal  ends : 

The  one,  to  rcc  if  upon  so  fair  an  occasion  he  would  make 
any  expiation  of  his  former  faults,  and  also  shew  himself  sen- 
sible of  those  things  in  his  Reports  which  he  could  not  but  know 
were  the  likest  to  be  offensive  to  your  Majesty. 

The  other  to  perform  de  vera  this  right  to  yonr  crown  and 
succession^  and  your  people  also ;  that  those  errors  and  novelties 
nought  not  run  on  and  authorize  by  time,  but  mought  be  taken 
away,  whether  he  consented  to  it  or  no. 

But  we  did  not  conceive  your  Majesty  would  have  had  him 
charged  with  those  faults  of  his  book,  or  those  other  novelties ; 
but  only  would  have  had  them  represented  to  you  for  your 
better  information. 

Now  your  Majesty  seeth  what  he  hath  done,  you  can  better 
jndge  of  it  than  we  can ;  if  u|)on  this  probation,  added  to  former 
matters,  your  ^fajesty  think  him  not  fit  for  your  service,  we 
roust  in  all  humbleness  subscribe  to  your  Majesty,  and  acknow- 
ledge  that  neither  his  displacing  (considering  he  holdeth  his 
place  but  during  your  will  and  pleasure)  nor  the  choice  of  a  fit 
man  to  be  put  in  his  room,  are  council-table  matters,  but  are  to 
proceed  wholly  from  your  Majesty's  great  wisdom  and  gracious 
pleasaie.  So  that  in  this  course,  it  is  but  the  signification  of 
Toar  pleasure,  and  the  business  is  at  an  end  as  to  him ;  only 
there  remaineth  the  actual  expurgation  or  animadversions  of  the 
books. 

Bot  if  your  Migesfy  understand  it  that  he  shall  be  chai^ ; 
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then,  M  your  Majcuty  1)C9t  knowctli^  jimiicc  rcqnircth  tliat  he 
be  hcan)  and  called  to  hiii  answer ;  and  then  your  ^fajeftty  will 
be  pleaMHl  to  eonsidcr  fieforc  whom  he  nhall  1)C  charged ;  whether 
before  the  1x>dy  of  yonr  Coiineil  (an  formerly  he  was),  or  M>nic 
selected  conimiiKsioners  (for  we  conceive  your  Majesty  will  not 
think  it  convenient  it  shoiiid  be  before  u«  two  only).  Also  the 
manner  of  his  charge  is  considerable,  whether  it  shall  he  verbal 
by  your  learne<l  counsel  (ns  it  was  last)  ;  or  whether,  in  respect 
of  the  multiplicity  of  matters,  he  shall  not  have  the  collcctiona 
we  have  made  in  writing  delivoml  to  him.  Also  the  matter 
of  his  charge  is  likewise  considerable,  whether  any  of  those 
points  of  novelty  which  by  yonr  Majesty's  commandment  wc 
coUcctcd,  shall  l)c  made  part  of  his  charge ;  or  only  the  faults  of 
his  liooks,  and  the  prohibitions  and  hahean  corpMi,  collected  by 
my  Lord  of  Canterbury.  In  all  which  course  we  foresee  length 
of  time,  not  so  much  for  yonr  learned  counsel  to  1)C  prepannl 
(for  that  is  almost  done  already),  but  l)ecause  himself  no  doubt 
will  cr  ive  time  of  advice  to  ixrrusc  his  own  l)Ooks,  and  to  see 
whetlicr  the  collections  l)e  true  and  that  he  lie  justly  charged, 
and  then  to  produce  his  prfiofs  that  those  things  which  he  shall 
l)e  charged  with  were  not  conceits  or  singularities  of  his  own, 
but  the  acts  of  court ;  and  other  like  things,  tending  to  excusa- 
tion  or  extenuation ;  wherein  wc  do  not  sec  how  the  time  of 
divers  days,  if  not  of  weeks,  can  be  denied  him. 

Now  for  time  (if  this  last  course  of  charging  him  be  taken), 
we  may  oidy  inform  your  Majesty  thus  much,  that  the  aliscnoo 
of  a  Chief  Justice  (though  it  should  be  for  a  whole  tenn^  as  it 
hath  l)een  often  upon  sickness)  can  be  no  hindranoc  to  common 
juHtice ;  for  the  business  of  the  King's  Bench  may  l)c  din* 
patched  by  the  rest  of  the  Judges,  his  voice  in  the  Star- 
Chaniber  may  l)e  siipplicnl  by  any  other  Judge  that  my  T^ord 
(Chancellor  shall  call,  and  the  trials  by  nisi  prins  may  be 
sup))lied  by  commission. 

Hut  as  for  those  groat  niatters  of  discovery,  wc  can  say  no- 
thing more  than  this,  that  cither  they  are  old  or  new ;  if  old, 
he  is  to  blame  to  have  kept  them  so  long ;  if  new,  or  whatsoever, 
he  may  advertise  your  Majesty  of  them  by  letter,  or  deliver  them 
by  word  to  such  councillor  as  your  Majesty  will  aaaign* 

*  In  the  MS.  th«  psnentbeui  enda  hen :  but  I  think  it  mutt  have  been  mesat 
to  include  the  neit  elsiiM. 

VOL.  VI.  O 
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Thus  we  hope  your  Majesty  will  accept  of  our  sincerity^ 
having  dealt  freely  and  openly  with  your  Majesty,  as  becometh 
us :  and  when  we  shall  receive  your  pleasure  and  direction,  we 
shall  execute  and  obey  the  same  in  all  things ;  ending  with  oi^ 
prayers  for  your  Majesty,  and  resting 

Your  Migesty's  most  faithful,  and 
most  bounden  servants, 

T.  Ellesmere  Canc. 
October  6, 1616.  Fk.  Bacon. 

4. 

While  waiting  for  the  King's  directions  upon  the  points  raised 
in  the  foregoing  letter,  Bacon  returned  to  the  consideration  of  the 
great  cloth  question.  His  last  advice  had  been  for  the  application 
of  a  remedy  merely  temporary  and  palliative,  to  relieve  the  iiiime* 
diate  distress.  To  set  the  business  on  a  good  footing  permanently, 
bo  thought  it  necessary  to  get  it  out  of  the  Imuds  of  the  new  Com- 
pany ;  and  the  next  letter,  with  its  enclosure,  sufiicieutly  explains 
his  reasons. 

To  THE  Lord  Viscount  Villiers.^ 

■ 

My  very  good  Lonl, 
It  was  my  opinion  from  the  beginning  that  this  Company 
will  never  overcome  the  business  of  the  Cloth ;    and  that  the 
impediments  are  as  much  or  more  in  the  ^Krsons,  which  are 
ituirvmaiia  animaia,  than  in  the  dead  business  itself. 

I  have  therefore  sent  unto  the  King  here  inclosed  my  reasons, 
which  I  pray  your  Lordship  to  shew  his  Majesty. 

The  new  Company  and  the  old  Company  arc  but  the  sons  of 
Adam  to  me,  and  I  take  myself  to  have  some  credit  with  both, 
but  it  is  u|X)n  fear  rather  with  the  old,  and  upon  love  rather 
with  the  new,  and  yet  with  both  upon  persuasion  that  I  under* 
stand  the  business. 

Nevertheless  I  walk  in  vid  regid,  which  is  not  absolutely 
acceptable  to  either.  For  the  new  Company  would  have  all 
their  demands  granted,  and  the  old  Company  would  have  the 
King's  i^ork  given  over  and  deserted. 

My  opinion  is,  that  the  old  Company  be  drawn  to  succeed 
into  the  contract  (else  the  King's  honour  suffcreth),  and  that 

>  8tepbent*t  first  collection,  p.  181,  from  the  original.  There  is  %  fair  copj  of 
tbif  letter  ftt  lAmbeth,  iii  ^(oaatjt*e  hand,  not  materially  differing.  But  I  take 
8tepbeiia*e  oopy  to  be  the  better  authority. 
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M'c  all  draw  in  one  way  to  effect  that.  If  time,  which  in  the 
wisest  of  things,  prove  the  work  impossible  or  inconvenient, 
which  T  rio  not  yet  believe,  I  know  his  Majesty  and  the  State 
will  not  suffer  them  to  perish. 

T  wisli  what  shall  be  done  were  done  with  resolution  and 
speed,  and  that  your  Lordship  (licoausc  it  is  a  gracious  busi- 
ness) had  thanks  of  it  next  the  King ;  and  that  there  were 
some  commission  under  his  Majesty's  sign  manual  to  deal  with 
some  selected  persons  of  the  old  Company,  and  to  take  their 
answers  and  consent  under  tlieir  hands ;  and  that  the  procuring 
the  commission,  and  the  procuring  of  their  offers  to  be  accepted, 
were  your  Lordship's  work. 

In  this  treaty  my  Lord  Chancellor  must  by  no  means  be  left  out; 
for  he  will  moderate  well,  and  aimeih  at  his  ^fajesty's  ends. 

Mr.  Solicitor  is  not  yet  returned,  but  I  look  for  him  pret«cntly. 
I  rest 

Your  Ijonlshi)/s  true  <ind  most  devoted  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon. 

Monday,  1  Uh  of  Ortobor, 
at  10  of  the  clock. 

Reasons  wuy  tur  nrw  Company  is  not  to  br  trusted  and 
continued  with  the  trade  op  cloths.' 

First,  the  Company  consists  of  a  number  of  young  men  and 
shop-keepers,  which  not  being  bred  in  the  trade,  arc  fearful  to 
meddle  with  any  of  the  dear  and  fine  cloths,  but  only  meddle 
with  the  coarse  cloths,  which  is  every  man's  skill ;  and  l)csides, 
having  other  trades  to  live  U|)on,  they  come  in  the  sunshine  so 
long  as  things  ^o  well,  and  as  soon  as  they  meet  with  any  storm 
or  cloud,  ihey  leave  trade  and  go  back  to  shop-kceping.  Whereas 
the  old  Company  were  beaten  traders,  and  having  no  other 
means  of  living  but  that  trade,  were  fain  to  ride  out  all  acci- 
dents and  difficulties,  which  (being  men  of  great  ability)  they 
wiTc  well  able  to  do. 

Secondly,  These  young  men  being  the  major  part,  and  having 
a  kind  of  dcpcDdcnce  upon  Alderman  Cockainc,  they  carry  things 
by  plurality  of  voices ;  and  yet  those  few  of  the  old  Company 
which  arc  amongst  them  do  drive  almost  three  parts  of  the 
trade;  and  it  is  impossible  things  should  go  well  where  one 
part  gives  the  vote,  and  the  other  doth  the  work ;  so  that  the 

*  Stephent't  First  CoIIecti<m,  p.  182.    From  tho  origiDol. 
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execution  of  all  things  lies  chiefly  upon  them  that  never  con- 
sented, which  w  merely  motus  viofeufus,  and  cannot  last. 

Thirdly,  The  new  Company  make  continually  such  new  spring- 
ing demands,  as  the  State  can  never  he  secure  nor  trust  to  them, 
neither  doth  it  seem  that  they  do  much  trust  themselves. 

Fourthly,  The  present  stand  of  cloth  at  BlackwelUhall,  (which 
is  that  that  presseth  the  state  most,  and  is  provided  for  but  by  a 
temporary  and  weak  remedy,)  is  supposed  would  be  presently 
at  an  end,  U|)on  the  revivor  of  the  old ;  in  respect  that  they  are 
able  men  and  united  amongst  themselves. 

Fiflhly,  In  these  cases  opinio  est  veritate  major,  and  the  very 
voice  and  exiiectation  of  revivor  of  the  old  Company  will  comfort 
the  clothiers,  and  encourage  them  not  to  lay  down  their  looms. 

Sixthly,  The  very  Flemings  themselves,  in  regard  of  the  pique 
they  have  against  the  new  Company,  are  like  to  be  more  pliant 
and  tractable  towards  his  Majesty's  ends  and  desires. 

Seventhly,  Considering  the  business  hath  not  gone  on  well, 
his  Majesty  must  either  lay  the  fault  u(x>n  the  matter  itself,  or 
uix>u  the  persons  that  have  managed  it ;  wherein  the  King  shall 
best  acquit  his  honour,  to  lay  it  where  it  is  indeed  ;  that  is,  upon 
the  carriage  and  proceedings  of  the  new  Company,  which  have 
been  full  of  uncertainty  and  abuse. 

Lastly,  Tlic  subjects  of  this  kingdom  generally  have  an  ill 
taste  and  conceit  of  the  new  Company,  and  therefore  the  putting 
of  them  down  will  discharge  the  State  of  a  great  deal  of  envy. 

5. 

The  next  letter  refers  to  one  of  the  monopoly-patents,  which 
became  afterwards  a  matter  of  great  importance  and  a  subject  of 
Parliamentary  inquiry.  At  present  it  was  only  a  project,  and  under 
reference  to  certain  Judges,  who  were  to  certify  for  the  King's  in- 
formation whether  there  was  any  objection  to  it  in  point  of  law;  the 
question  of  "  couveuiency  **  being  at  the  same  time  referred  to  some 
selected  councillors, — Suffolk,  Wiuwood,  Lake,  with  Scijeauts  Mon- 
tague and  Finch.  The  ostensible  object  was  to  connn^t  abuses  and 
disorders  in  the  trade  of  innket^ping,  by  forbidding  any  one  to  keep 
an  inn  without  a  licence,  and  appointing  commissioners  to  see  that 
licences  were  granted  only  to  fit  persons.^ 

'  Tor  A  fuU  aooount  of  this  patent,  we  Ifr.  8.  R.  Qsidiner^s  psper  "On  Four 
Letters  from  Lord  Beoon  to  Cnrutien  IV.,  King  of  Denmark  v*  printed  in  the 
AvdyMlogia,  voL  zli. 
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A  Lettrr  to  my  Lord  op  Buckinoiiam,  touciiino  Momper- 
son's  BU8INC8A  OP  Inn8.^     Oct.  18,  1616. 

My  very  good  Lordi 
AVc  arc  left  a  little  naked  in  the  business  of  Inus  by  the  death 
of  Justiec  Niehollsi  and  iny  Lord  Chief  Baron  and  Mr.  Jubtiec 
Crooke  having  1)een  with  me  do  desire  the  numlx^r  of  three  may 
be  fulfilled.  I  have  therefore  sent  your  Lordship  a  trarrant  for 
the  King's  signature,  wherein  Justice  AVinch  is  put  in  Justice 
NichoUs'  place.  It  is  also  altered  at  my  request  in  that  other 
|K>int  of  the  former  warrant,  whereby  the  certificate  was  rcfjuired 
in  writing,  which  they  desire  may  be  by  attending  his  Majesty 
themselves  at  his  coming ;  which  I  do  think  to  be  the  more  cod- 
veuient  and  the  more  usual  for  Judges.     I  ever  rest 

Your  Lordship's  true  and  most  devoted  Servant. 

G. 

The  case  of  Coke  remained  in  the  meanttinc  under  consideration. 
The  delay  may  perhaps  bo  partly  accounted  for  by  the  influence  of 
Yiliierrt,  whoHC  ^ood  will  he  had  bcMpokeu  by  the  ofl!ur  of  a  wealthy 
marriage  to  one  of  his  brothors.     But  the  diflicuity  and  iniportanco 
of  the  case  was  itself  cause  Huflicicnt  for  bcHitation.     What  course 
Kllesmcre  and  Bacon  would  themselvcit  have  recommended  it  is  not 
easy  to  make  out.     Their  last  joint  letter  is  worded  with  great  cau* 
tion  and  an  evident  intention  to  decline  the  re8]K)nsibility  of  ad- 
vising.    But  there  is  one  thing  which  I  think  wo  may  infer  with 
confidence.    They  did  not  regard  the  exceptions  taken  to  Coke's 
Beports  as  in  themselves  frivolous.     Having  examined  and  consi- 
dered and  collected  the  passages  in  quention,  tliey  were  of  opiuiou 
that  doctrines  were  implied  in  tiieni  which  ought  not  to  remain  un- 
questioned in  a  book  oi  that  authority.     How  fur  they  were  justified 
in  thinking  so  is  a  question  for  lawyers,  and  it  is  true  that  among 
modern  lawyers  there  has  been  a  very  general  impression  to  tho 
contrary.     But  general  impressions  are  apt  to  pass  from  one  mouth 
or  pen  to  another  without  mucli  Consideration,  and  they  would  have 
more  weight  with  me  if  1  could  be  more  sure  that  they  had  beeu 
founded  upon  an  examination  by  some  com[HUent  critic  of  the  par- 
ticular eases.    It  is  too  lightly  assumed  that  because  Coko  was  the 
greatest  lawyer  of  his  time,  the  soundness  of  his  legal  decisions  may 
be  taken  for  granted :  for  where  a  man*s  temper  is  not  judicial,  his 
learning  will  supply  bim  with  reasons  for  the  wrong  conclusion  as 

>  AdditioDttI  MSS.  vol.  Ca03,  f.  98. 


i. 


86  LETTERS  AKD  LIFE  OF  FRANCIS  BACON.  [Chav.  U. 

easily  as  fop  the  right ;  and  the  blindest  admirer  of  Coke's  gifts  will 
hardly  say  that  he  was  gifted  with  a  judicial  temper. 

The  King,  it  seeing  wsh  not  disposed  to  trouble  himself  with  the 
solemn  proceeding  indicated  by  Bacon.  He  was  satisfied  with  the 
report  of  his  Chancellor,  Attorney,  and  Solicitor,  whom  he  had  re- 
quired to  make  a  collection  in  writing  of  the  unwarrantable  opinions 
maintained  by  Coke  in  his  Ke|)orts  and  otherwise;  and  felt  justified 
in  prooeeding  upon  that  evidence.  Hence  the  question  was  never 
sufficiently  investigated,  or  even  explained ;  and  the  people  wore  left 
to  nuike  their  own  guesses  at  the  secret  history  of  the  busiuess ; 
which  guesses,  in  the  absence  of  better  information,  have  been 
adopted  by  historians  and  generally  accepted.  *'Tlio  world  dis- 
courses," says  Chamberlain,  "how  he  should  run  so  far  into  tho 
King's  displeasure,  and  will  not  Uike  those  alleged  causes  for  sound 
|Miymenty  but  ntick  not  to  say  that  he  was  too  busy  in  the  late 
business,  and  dived  further  into  secrets  than  there  was  need,  and 
so  perhaps  might  sec  ntKfam  nine  vrnte  Dianam^  ^  Such  com- 
ments were  natural  enough  from  people  who  knew  nothing  about 
Coke  except  his  reputation  for  learning  and  independence,  and 
the  part  he  had  publicly  taken  against  the  munlercrs  of  Over- 
bury.  But  the  whole  course  of  the  King's  subsequent  dealing  with 
him  was  iuconi«istent  with  the  supposition  that  he  feared  him  as  the 
possessor  of  a  dangerous  secret:  for  he  took  no  measures  to  tie  his 
tongue,  and  yet  be  gave  him  a  provocation  which  might  have  tempted 
him  to  use  it.  And  there  is  really  no  reason  to  go  about  for  au  ex- 
planation of  what  happened.  To  those  who  know  how  severely  and 
for  how  many  }ears  Coke  liad  tried  the  King's  patienco,  the  wonder 
should  be  that  ho  was  borne  with  so  long.  When  two  men,  one  so 
irritating  and  the  other  so  irritable,  arc  coming  continually  into  col- 
lision upon  a  quarrel  which  each  holds  it  his  first  duty  to  maintain — 
for  to  assert  the  just  supremacy  of  the  law  (as  represented  by  him- 
self) was  not  a  more  sacred  duty  in  Coke's  eyes  than  to  assert  tho 
just  prerogative  of  the  Crown  was  in  the  King's — and  when  one  of 
them  holds  only  during  the  other's  pleasure  the  office  which  gives 
him  a  right  to  be  troublesome,  the  time  must  come  when  tho  rela- 
tion will  cease  to  be  tolerable.  Tho  King  had  endured  it  so  long 
that  the  list  of  offences  had  grown  large.  It  is  true  that,  large  as  it 
ia»  the  amoont  seems  to  us  light ;  because  the  object  in  each  case, 
even  where  neither  mnnoer  nor  n^atter  cau  be  altogether  defended, 
was  to  clip  tho  wings  of  the  Prerogative,  which  we  are  accustomed 
to  regard  as  the  enemy  of  the  Constitution.    We  forget  that  in  tho 

'  Letter  to  Osrieton, 6  July  1616|  'Omirt  and  Times  of  Jamoe  I/voL  L  p.  417. 
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King*t  eyes  the  Prerogative  was  itself  a  part  of  the  Constitution — 
a  part  which,  as  an  inhcritanco  to  be  transmitted,  it  was  his  proper 
business  to  defend,  and  of  which  every  attempt  to  clip  its  wings 
was  a  betrayal.  To  justify  him  in  removing  Coke  from  his  oflico  on 
this  ground,  it  is  not  necessary  to  sympathize  with  him  in  his  con* 
stitutional  theory;  it  is  only  necessary  to  believe  that  he  conscicn* 
tiously  held  it.  The  man  t^  whom  the  law  entrusts  the  {K>wcr  of 
removing  an  oiEcer  at  pleasure,  is  the  man  whom  the  law  makes 
responsible  for  the  consequences  of  continuing  him  in  his  oflico.  If 
the  King  thought  that  Coke  was  using  his  place  to  make  mischief,  it 
was  his  duty  to  displace  him,  if  he  durst. 

.-Vuother  popular  comment  made  at  the  time,  and  also  re|K)rted 
by  Chamberlain,  comes  much  nearer  to  the  truth.  *'  The  common 
speech  is,  that  four  P*8  have  overthrown  *and  put  him  down, — that 
is  Pride,  Prohibitions,  PraMiiunire,  and  Prerogative.***  And  this  I 
think  may  really  be  allowed  as  a  fair  summary  of  tho  charges  publicly 
alleged  by  the  King  as  the  ground  of  his  removal.  Our  account 
indeed  of  the  declaration  made  on  the  occasion  is  imperfect ;  but  we 
have  a  copy  of  the  colioctions  on  which  it  was  founded,  and  from 
those  the  character  of  the  supposeil  oflences  may  be  safely  inferred. 

Among  the  manuscripts  of  Mr.  Laughton,  of  Cambridge,  which 
passed  after  his  death  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  George  Paul,  there  was 
one  entitled  ^'  The  Lord  Chancellor  £gerton*s  observations  on  the 
Lord  Coko*B  Keports ;  taken  out  of  his  pa|)ers  written  with  his  own 
hand.'*  It  does  not  appear  by  whom  or  upon  whose  authority  tho 
title  was  inserted ;  but  Mr.  Paul  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
probably  correct,  and  printed  the  entire  paper.  It  fills  twenty-two  folio 
pages  of  black-letter  type  ;  and  whether  or  not  it  be  the  Chancellor  s 
own  composition,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  is  one  of  tlie  collec- 
tions alluded  to  by  Bacon,  as  having  been  drawn  up  for  this  occasion 
by  the  King's  direction.  The  questions  with  which  it  deals  are  too 
technical  for  me  to  oflor  an  opinion  upon.  I  could  not  hope  even 
to  state  them  without  making  blunders.  Hut  the  genera]  charge  is 
intelligible  enough,  lie  is  accused  of  labouring  **  as  it  were  pur- 
posely '*  throughout  his  books  to  derogate  from  tho  rights  of  tho 
Church,  and  *'  to  disesteem  and  weaken  tho  power  of  tho  King  in 
tho  ancient  use  of  his  Prerogative  ** ;  and  that,  by  setting  down  as 
resolutions  of  the  Court  what  were  really  only  opinions  thrown  out 
by  tho  Judges  on  the  sudden,  or  "  by  taking  occasion  (though  not 
offered)  to  range  and  expatiate  upon  bye-matters  "—and  so  **  scat- 
tering and  sowing  his  own  conceits.*'    The  eases  cited  by  way  of 

'  14  Nov.  1616. 
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'example  are  ranged  under  four  principal  headis: — cabch  concerning 
(1)  the  righti  of  the  Church ;  (2)  the  Trcrogalivo  of  the  King ; 

(3)  the  power  and  jurisdiction  of  Courts  and  Comuiinaionera ;  and 

(4)  the  interest  of  the  Hubject.  Four  or  five  cauea  are  quoted  in 
illustration  of  each  head.  They  are  nuccinctly  stated  in  legal  phrase- 
ology, and  followed  by  short  comineiits  explaining  tlie  error  implied 
in  each  case  in  the  report.  The  errors  pointed  out  arc  thirty  in  all, 
but  they  are  given  only  "  as  a  taste  " ;  and  were  drawn  up  not  with 
a  view  to  a  judicial  proceeding  against  Coke,  which  the  collectors 
evidently  did  not  contemplate,  nor  in  tlic  hope  of  extracting  a  con- 
fession of  error  from  himself,  but  only  for  tho  King's  iuibrmation, 
as  bearing  upon  the  question  of  his  fitness  for  tho  place  he  held,  and 
aia  suggesting  the  expediency  of  a  revision  by  authority  of  his  book 
of  Reports.  It  seems  doubtful  whether  Bacon  expected  them  to  bo 
refeired  to  Coke  at  all ;  but  the  King,  who  was  always  ready  to  hear 
what  a  man  had  to  say,  having  already  given  him  the  opportunity  of 
discovering  and  correcting  his  errors  without  a  prompter,  (which 
was  the  handsomest  way,)  and  finding  tlint  he  had  passed  without 
notice  the  points  wliich  seemed  most  objectionable,  thought  it  right 
before  proceeding  further  to  have  his  attention  particularly  drawn  to 
them.  Accordingly,  on  the  17th  of  October,  he  was  culled  again 
before  the  Lord  CliauccUor  and  the  learned  CounMsl,  and  informed 
that  tho  King  "out  of  his  gracious  favour  was  pleased  that  his 
memory  should  be  refreshed ;  and  that  he  should  be  put  in  mind  of 
some  passages  dispersed  in  his  books,  which  his  Majesty  being  mode 
acquainted  with  did  us  yet  distaste,  until  he  heard  his  explanation 
•ud  judgment  concerning  the  same.  And  that  out  of  many  some 
few  should  be  selected,  and  that  at  this  time  he  should  not  be  pressed 
with  more ;  and  those  few  not  to  be  the  8^)ecial  and  principal  points 
of  the  cases  which  were  judged,  but  things  delivered  by  discourse, 
and  as  it  were  by  expatiation,  which  might  have  been  spared  and 
forborne  without  prejudice  to  the  judgment  in  the  principal  cases.'* ^ 
The  selection  was  made  by  Bacon  and  Yelverton,  who  chose  five.  Of 
which  the  first  was  thought  to  imply  a  denial  of  the  power  of  the 
Commissiooera  of  Sewers  to  tax  a  town  for  the  repair  of  the  sea* 
banks ;  tlie  second,  a  denial  of  tlic  power  of  tiie  Crewu  to  grant  a 
licence  of  aole  importation,  non  obttanie  the  statute ;  the  third,  a 
denial  of  the  power  of  the  lligh  Commission,  the  Provincial  Councils, 
thm  Admindty,  the  Court  of  Bequests,  and  even  the  Council  Table 
itself,  to  **  imprison  fine,  or  amerce  " :  the  fourth  to  assert  the  power 
of  tlie  Common  Law  to  control  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  judge  them 

>  KUmhots  to  th0  King,  SS  Oct.  1616. 
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void,  08  agaiu8t  comnioD  right  aud  reason ;  the  fiflh,  to  give  a  degree 
of  authority  to  tho  King's  Bench  whicli  would  make  it  "  alUttuiTioieut 
in  itself  to  mauago  the  state,"  making  tho  authority  of  tho  King,  the 
Council,  and  the  Star  Chamber  superfluous,  and  giving  it  *'  a  super- 
iutendency  over  the  government  itself,  and  to  judge  wherein  any  of 
them  do  misgovern.*' 

The  passages  in  his  Beports  supposed  to  contain  these  things 
being  laid  before  him,  ho  undertook  to  explain  them  «U  "  in  such 
sort  that  no  shadow  should  remain  against  his  Majesty*  prerogative,** 
and  having  received  copies  of  tho  words,  took  them  home,  and  on 
tlio  21st  of  October  returned  his  "humble  and  direct  answer**  in 
each  caseJ 

If  the  movement  was  meant  for  an  ofiensivo  one,  it  was  a  failure. 
But  if  it  was  meant  in  good  faith  as  a  precaution— a  precaution 
which  ought  never  in  any  case  to  be  omitted,  that  of  hearing 
the  explanation  before  pronouncing  the  censure — and  so  I  think 
it  was — it  answered  its  purpose  very  well,  and  the  result  was  in  one 
way  satisfactory.  I  do  not  suppose  indeed  that  it  satisfiod  either 
Ellesmcro  or  Bacon  that  the  passages  in  question  did  not  really  imply 
aud  were  not  meant  to  imply  tho  opinions  which  they  had  found  in 
thi'm;  but  it  extracted  fnmi  Coke  a  distinct  disavowal  of  those 
opinions.  In  every  ciiso  but  one  he  denied  that  his  words  either  did 
imply  or  were  meant  to  imply  any  such  thing.  lie  was  still  of 
opinion  that  the  Act  did  not  authonKotho  Commissioners  of  Sowers 
to  raise  money  even  in  a  sudden  emergency  *'  by  taxation  of  nn  entire 
sum  in  gross  upon  a  town.**  But  ho  fully  admitted  the  right  of  the 
King  to  grant  licences  of  sole  importation,  non  obstanie  the  statute, 
lie  declared  that  his  assertion  that  *'  some  Courts  cannot  imprison,*' 
etc.  nj/plied  only  to  the  inferior  Ecclesiastical  Courts ;  that  his  as- 
sertion of  the  power  of  tho  Common  Law  to  control  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment consisted  oidy  in  a  reference  to  cases  in  the  books  where  Acts 
of  Parliament  had  in  fact  been  adjudged  void  by  the  common  law,— - 
eases  which  had  been  cited  in  tho  argument  and  which  ho  had  found 
to  be  truly  avouched ;  and  lastly  that  where  he  said  that  the  King's 
Bench  had  authority  to  correct  **  misgoveniment,**  ho  meant  only 
the  misgoveniment  of  inferior  magistrates,  and  was  willing  to  have 
those  words  inserted. 

Though  the  disavowal  of  an  opinion  made  by  Coke  in  such  circum- 
stances did  not  perhaps  afford  a  very  strong  assurance  tliat  he  would 
not  be  I'ound  fighting  for  it  another  time,  it  was  a  caution  against 
hiying  too  much  stress  upon  the  supposed  heresies  of  his  book  of 

'  Friiit4Ml  by  Birch  Iroin  oupioi  by  B.  Siopbaii.    Vol  vL  (irsds  edilion)  p.  387. 
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Reports.    But  the  Htrength  of  the  case  did  not  lio  there.    The  "  ex- 
patiationa'*  in   his  Reports  were  but  collateral  and  confirmatory 
eridenocB — the  flash  and  outbreak  of  the  spirit  of  opposition  in 
which  he  had  been  acting  ever  since  he  became  a  Judge.    The  solid 
ground  of  complaint  against  him  was  that  he  had  habitually  used  the 
authority  of  his  oflice  to  interfere  with  the  action  of  the  government 
in  its  other  departments.     When  tlie  best  horse  in  the  team  cannot 
be  persuaded  to  pull  with  the  others,  the  coach  will  go  better  with- 
out him.    Those  who  syuipathizc  most  entirely  with  Coke  in  all  his 
conflicts  will  hardly  maintain  that  in  the  wa^  the  government  toat 
goiny  he  was  not  a  danger  and  a  hindrance.     And  whatever  tee  may 
think  now,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  King  and  his  advisers  thought 
that  the  way  they  were  going  was  the  right  one.    The  true  justifica- 
iiou  of  the  proceeding  from  their  point  of  view  is  contained  in 
another  pai)er,  entitled  "  Innovations  introduced  into  the  Ijaws  and 
Government:"  of  whieh  there  is  a  copy  at  Lambeth.    It  bears  no 
date,  but  appears  to  have  been  drawn  up  after  the  promulgation  of 
the  King's  decree  in  the  Framunire  case, — therefore  after  the  1 8th 
of  July.    The  heads  are  set  out  on  one  side  of  the  page,  mostly  in 
tlie  hand  of  a  secretary.     The  comments  are  inserted  in  the  half- 
inargiu  opposite,  in  Bacon*8  hand.    The  title  also,  and  the  numbers 
(which  are  directions  for  setting  out  the  heads  in  a  dificrent  order) 
are  Bacou*s.    There  can  be  no  doubt  therefore  as  to  the  authenticity 
of  the  paper,  and  not  much  doubt  that  it  was  a  draft  of  that  which 
went  to  the  King.    The  statements  in  it  were,  I  suppose,  matters  of 
notoriety :  the  points  in  dispute  having  been  discussed  at  Council 
or  in  the  Star  Chamber,  or  embodied  in  orders  of  the  Court. 

Inmotations  intbooucbd  into  the  Laws  and  Governmisnt.^ 

1.  The  Ecdcsiaatical  In  this  he  prevailed,  and  the  oommission 
Commiasion.  was  pared,  and  namely  the  point  of  ali- 
mony left  out,  whereby  wives  are  left 
wholly  to  tlie  tyranny  of  their  husbands. 
This  ix)int,  and  some  others,  may  require 
a  review,  and  is  fit  to  be  restored  to  the 
commission. 

2.  Against  the  Pro-        In  this  he  prevailed  in  such  sort,  as  the 
ComMnla.        Presidents  are  continually  suitors  for  the 

enlargement  of  the  instructions,  some- 
times in  one  point,  sometimes  in  another, 

>  OibMD  Ptipen,  voL  vui.  t  248. 
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8.  Against  the  Star- 
chamber  for  levy- 
ing damages.^ 


and  the  jurisdictions  grow  into  contempt, 
and  more  would,  if  the  Lord  Chancellor 
did  not  strengthen  them  by  injunctions, 
where  they  exceed  not  their  instructions. 
In  this  he  was  overruled  by  the  sen- 
tence of  the  court ;  hut  he  iKnt  all  his 
strength  and  wits  to  have  prevailed ;  and 
so  did  the  other  Judges  by  long  and 
lalioriouft  arguments :  and  if  they  had 
prevailed,  the  authority  of  the  court  had 
\Kcn  overthrown.  But  the  plurality  of 
the  court  took  more  regard  to  their  own 
precedents,  than  to  the  Judges'  opinion. 

In  this  he  prevaileth,  for  prohibitions 
fly  continually ;  and  many  times  are  cause 
of  long  suits,  to  the  discontent  of  foreign 
ambassadors,  and  the  King's  dishonour 
and  trouble  by  their  remonstrances. 
This  is  new,  and  would   be  forthwith 

of  the   Duchy  of    restrained,  and  the  others  settled. 

Lancaster    prohi- 


4.  Against  the  Ad- 
miralty. 


5.  Against  the  Court 


bitions  go  ;  and 
the  like  may  do 
to  the  court  of 
wards  and  exche- 
quer-chamber. 
0.  Against  the  Court 
of  licc]ucsts. 

7.  Against  the  Chan- 
cery for  decrees 
af^r  judgment. 

8.  Pneinunire  for 
suits  in  the  Chan- 
cery. 


In  this  he  prevailetli;  and  this  but 
lately  brought  in  question. 

In  this  his  Majesty  hath  made  an 
establishment' :  and  he  hath  not  prevailed, 
but  ma<le  a  great  noise  and  trouble. 

This  his  Majesty  hath  also  established,' 
being  a  strange  attempt  to  make  the 
Chancellor  sit  under  a  hatchet,  instead 
of  the  King's  arms. 

*  111  Trin.  Tom  10  Jac.  I.  Sir  Thomaa  simI  Richard  BrereUm  And  olhen  had 
boon  flned  iC3000  for  fraud  with  regard  to  a  will,  and  couiuiittcd  to  the  F1im4  for 
not  imying  it.  Tlie  question  was  wkctlwr  tlio  8tar*Chamber  bad  power  to  lefj 
fho  dnmtges  and  coets  upon  thoir  land*  and  goodi.  A  daj  waa  appointed  for 
hearing  preoedenta  and  roaaont  for  the  juriMltction  of  the  Oourt,  wbidi  Baoon 
argned  for.— See  Hart.  M8S.  1830,  f.  16. 

^  See  Decree  of  July  18, 1610.    ToL  V.  p.  385. 


92  LETTERS  AKD  UFE  OF  FBAKC18  BACON.  [Cbap.  II. 


9.  Disputed  in  the        This  was  but  a  bravery,  and  dieth  of 
Common    Pleas,    itself,  espceialiy  the   authority  of  the 
whetherthateourt    Chancery  by  his  Majesty's  lato  proceed- 
may  grant  a  pro-    inga  being  so  well  established, 
hibition  to  stay 
snits  in  the  Chan- 
cery,   and    time 
given  to   search 
for  precedents. 
10.  Against  the  new  .     This  in  goo<l  time  was  overruled  by 
boroughs  in  Ire-    the  voice  of  eight  judges  of  ten,  after 
land.  they  had  heard  your  attorney.      And 

had  it  prevailed,  it  had  overthrown  the 
parliament  of  Ireland,  which  would  have 
been  imputed  to  a  fear  in  this  state  to 
have  proceeded,  and  so  his  Majesty's 
authority  and  reputation  lost  iu  that 
kingdom. 

This  is  yet  sub  judice :  but  if  it 
should  prevail,  it  maketh  the  Judges 
absolute  over  all  patents  of  the  King's, 
be  they  of  ix>wcr  and  profit,  contrary  to 
the  ancient  and  ever  continued  law  of 
the  crown :  which  doth  call  those  causes 
before  the  King  himself,  as  he  is  repre- 
sented in  Chancery. 

In  this  he  prevailed,  and  gave  opinion, 
that  the  King  by  his  great  scul  could 
not  so  much  as  move  any  his  subjects 
for  l)cnevolcuce.  But  this  he  retracted 
after  in  the  Star-chamber;  but  it  marred 
the  benevolence  in  the  mean  time. 

In  this,  ibr  as  much  as  in  him  was, 
and  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  he 
prevailed,  though  it  was  holpeu  by  the 
good  service  of  others.  But  the  opinion 
which  he  then  held  amounted  in  effect 
to  this,  that  no  words  of  scandal  or  de- 

>8MA0tolOoiiiioil»6JiiiM,161O.    ToLV.p.867.        '  See  VoL T.  p.  89. 
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11.  Against  the  writs 
Dmi^.  Regt  sncoii- 


12.  Against  contri- 
bution, that  it 
was  not  lawful 
neither  to  levy  it, 
nor  to  move  for 
it.« 

18.  Peacham's  case.* 
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14.  Owen's  case. 


15.  Tlic  value  of  be- 
nefices not  to  be 
aecorcUng  to  the 
tax  in  the  King's 
book  of  taxes. 

16.  Suits  for  legaeios 
ought  to  be  in 
their  pro|x;r  dio- 
eeses^  and  not  in 
the  Prerogative 
Court;  although 
the  will  be  proved 
in  the  Prerogative 
Court  upon  bona 
notabilia  in  seve- 
ral dioceses,  eom- 
mendams,  etc. 

17.  Homicide  beyond 
the  seas  may  be 
tried  and  judged 
in  England,  by  a 
new  construction 
of  the  Statute  13, 
H.  4. 


famation,  im|)orting  that  the  King  was 
utterly  unable  or  unworthy  to  govern, 
were  treason^  except  they  disabled  his 
title,  etc. 

In  this  we  prevailed  with  him  to  give 
opinion  it  was  treason  :  but  then  it  was 
u|)on  a  conceit  of  his  own,  that  was  no 
.  less  dangerous  than  if  he  had  given  his 
opinion  against  the  King :  for  he  pro- 
claimed the  King  excommunicate  in 
respect  of  the  anniversary  bulls  of  C^ena 
Domini,  which  was  to  expose  his  person 
to  the  fury  of  any  jesuited  conspirator.^ 

Bv  this  the  intent  of  the  statute  of 
21  Henry  VIII.  is  frustrated;  for  there 
is  no  bencncc  of  so  small  an  improved 
value  as  8'^.  by  that  kind  of  rating.  For 
this  the  Judges  may  be  assembled  in 
the  exchequer  ehaml)cr  for  a  oonfercnee. 

The  practice  hath  gone  agunst  this. 
And  it  is  fit  the  suit  be  where  the  pro- 
bate is.  And  this  served  but  to  put  a 
pique  l)etween  the  Archbishops'  courts 
and  tlic  Bishops'  courts.  This  may  be 
again  propounded  upon  a  conference  of 
the  Judges. 


This  was  a  mere  fancy  of  his  own,  by 
mistaking  the  construction  of  a  statute 
never  thought  of  before;  and  may  be 
thought  a  device  to  bring  in  a  constable 
of  England.  But  this  hath  since  re- 
verted upon  him. 


>  See  YoL  T.  p.  119. 


94  LETTERS  A51>  LIFE  OF  FRA^aS  BACON.  [Chav.  II. 

These  then  were  the  grounds  upon  which  it  was  nrgod  that  Coke 

was  not  the  right  man  for  his  present  place.     According  to  modem 

ideas,  his  defects  both  of  temper  and  judgment,  as  well  in  the  getting 

up  as  in  the  trial  of  criminal  cases,  would  have  formed  a  better 

reason ;  but  they  would  have  not  been  thought  so  then.     Such  ns 

thej  were,  the  King  mnde  up  his  mind  that  ther  were  sufficient,  and 

on  tlie  10th  of  November  declared  to  the  Council  his  resolution  to 

remove  him  from  the  Kench.^     Of  what  he  said  on  the  occasion  I 

hare  not  met  with  any  account  full  enough  to  explain  the  precise 

grounds  on  whicli  he  put  it ;  but  all  re|)ort8  agree  that  he  used  him. 

with  respect,     lie  had  already,  on  hearing  that  he  had  been  treated 

with  discourtesy  by  **  the  Lord  Cliancellor*s  men,*'  sent  word  *'  that 

Ke  would  haTC  him  well  u:  ed ;  **  and  it  had  then  been  hoped  by 

his  admirers  that  things  were  taking  a  turn  in  his  favouf;    "The 

Attorney**  (says  Oianiberlain,  2G  October)  "  is  tliought  to  be  come 

about,  as  well  for  that  he  ever  used  him  with  more  respect  than  the 

rent,  as  for  divers  speeclicfl  he  gives  out  in  his  favour, — ns  that  a 

man  of  his  learning  and  parts  is  not  every  day  found  nor  so  voon 

made  as  marred.*'     But  whatever  his  faults  were,  they  were  not  of  a 

kind  to  justify  disrespectful  treatment  from  anybody ;  and  the  King 

when  he  informed  the  Council  of  his  resolution  to  remove  him,  "  yet 

gave  him,*'  says  Chamberlain,  "  this  character,  that  he  thought  him 

no  way  corrupt,  but  a  good  justicer;   with  so  many  other  good 

words,  as  if  ho  meant  to  hang  him  with  a  silken  halter.'*     It  is 

rather  strange  that  more  curiosity  should  not  have  been  felt  as  to 

the  reasons  which  the  King  gave  for  such  a  measure.     But  this  is 

all  that  Chamberlain  knew,  or  all  that  he  cared  to  tell  Carleton, 

about  his    s|)eech;  nor    is    there   any  fuller  report,  so  far  as   I 

know,  in  existence.      There  was  found  however  among  Bacuu*s 

papers  a  rough  draft,  entitled  "  Remembrances  of  his  Majesty's 

declarative  touching  my  Lord  Coke  ;*'  which — whether  it  be  a  note 

of  what  the  King  said,  or  (as  I  rather  suppose)  a  sketch  of  what 

Bacon  wished  him  to  say — may  be  probably  taken  as  containing,  po 

far  as  it  goes,  the  substantial  grounds  of  the  proceeding;  which  seems 

to  me  perfectly  intelligible  without  supposing  any  mystery  behind. 

The  paper  is  in  Bacon*s  own  hand,  and  what  we  have  of  it — for  there 

is  bat  one  sheet  and  I  think  there  must  have  been  more^runs  thus. 

Kkmbmbrances  op  his  Majesty's  declarative  ToucniNo  the 

Lord  Coke.^ 

That  although  tlie  discharging  and  removing  of  his  Msgcsty's 

'  Oraidfii.    Annaliuin  appamtut. 

'  Oibvon  Paper*,  vol.  riii.  f.  26-1.    Draft  fai  Baeon*t  hand.    No  date  or  docket. 
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officers  aud  servants,  as  well  as  the  choice  and  advancement  of 
men  to  place,  be  no  council-table  matters,  but  lx;long  to  his 
Jlajcsty's  princely  will  and  ^secret  judgment;  yet  his  Majesty 
will  do  his  Council  this  honour,  that  in  his  resohitions  oven  of 
that  kind,  his  Council  shall  know  them  first  Ix^forc  others,  and 
shall  know  them  accompanied  with  their  causes,  making  as  it 
were  a  private  niunifcstc  or  revealing  of  himself  to  them  without 
parables. 

Tlien  to  have  the  report  of  the  Lords  touching  the  bu»iness 
of  the  Lord  Coke,  and  the  last  order  of  the  Council  read. 

That  done,  his  Majesty  further  to  declare,  that  he  might, 
ui)on  the  same  three  grounds  in  the  order  mentioned,  of  deceit, 
contempt,  and  slander  of  his  government,  very  justly  have  pro- 
ceeded then,  not  only  to  have  put  him  from  his  place  of  Chief 
Justice,  but  to  have  brought  him  in  (picstion  in  the  Star-chain- 
l)cr,  (which  would  have  been  his  utter  overthrow,)  but  that  his 
^lajesty  was  plcas^cd  for  that  time  only  to  put  him  off  from  the 
council-table  and  from  the  public  exercise  of  his  place  of  Chief 
Justice,  and  to  take  further  time  to  dclil)crate. 

That  in  his  ^lajcsty's  deliberation  (besides  the  present  occa- 
sion) he  had  in  some  things  looked  back  to  the  Lonl  Coke's 
former  carriage,  and  in  some  things  lookeil  forward,  to  mako 
some  further  trial  of  him. 

That  for  things  passed,  his  Majesty  had  noted  in  him  a  |)er- 
pctual  turbulent  carriage,  first  towards  the  lilx^rties  of  his  church 
and  the  state  ecclesiasticsil ;  then  towards  his  prerogative  royal, 
and  the  branches  thereof;  and  likewise  towarfis  all  the  settled 
jurisdictions  of  his  other  eoints.  the  High  Commission,  the  Star- 
Chaml)er,  the  Chancery,  the  Provincial  Councils,  the  Admi- 
ralty, the  Duchy,  the  Court  of  Requests,  the  Commission  of 
Sewers,  the  new  boroughs  of  Ireland;  in  all  which  he  hath 
raised  troubles  and  new  questions ;  and  lastly,  in  that  which 
might  concern  the  safety  of  his  royal  person,  by  his  cx|)Osition 
of  the  laws  in  case  of  high  treason. 

That  besides  the  actions  themselves,  his  Majesty  in  his 
princely  wisdom  hath  made  two  s|X2cial  ol>scrvations  of  him. 
The  one,  that  he  having  in  his  nature  not  one  |iart  of  those 
things  which  arc  popular  in  men,  being  neither  liberal,  nor 
aflfablc,  nor  magnificent,  he  hath  made  himself  impular  by  de- 
sign only,  in  pulling  down  government.  The  other,  that  whereas 
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his  Majesty  inight  have  expected  a  change  in  him,  when  he 
made  him  his  own  by  taking  him  to  be  of  his  Council,  it  made 
no  change  at  all  but  to  the  worse,  he  holding  on  all  his  former 
bchaTiour,  and  running  separate  courses  from  the  rest  of  his 
Council;  and  rather  busying  himself  in  casting  fears  before  his 
Council  concerning  what  they  could  not  do,  than  joining  his 
advice  what  thcv  should  do. 

That  his  Majesty,  desirous  yet  to  make  a  further  trial  of  him, 
had  given  him  the  summer's  vacation  to  reform  his  Reports, 
wherein  there  he  many  dangerous  conceits  of  his  own  uttered 
for  law.  to  the  prejudice  of  his  crown,  parliament,  and  subjects ; 
and  to  sec  whether  by  this  he  would  in  any  part  redeem  his 
fault;  but  that  his  ^lajcsty  hath  failed  of  the  redemption  he 
desired,  but  hath  met  with  another  kind  of  redemption  from 
him,  which  he  little  expected.  For  as  to  his  Reports,  after 
three  months  time  and  consideration,  he  had  offered  his  Majesty 
only  five  animadversions,^  l)eing  rather  a  scorn  than  a  satisfac- 
tion to  his  Majesty ;  whereof  one  was  that  in  the  Prince's  case  he 
bad  found  out  the  French  statute,  which  was  filz  aisne,  whereas 
the  Latin  was  primogenUm ;  and  so  the  Prince  is  Duke  of  Corn- 
wall in  French,  and  not  Duke  of  Cornwall  in  Latin.  And 
another  was,  that  he  had  set  Montagu  to  be  Chief  Justice  in 
Henry  VIIL's  time,  when  it  should  have  been  in  Edward  VI.'s, 
and  such  other  stuff*:  not  falling  upon  any  of  those  things  which 
he  could  not  but  know  were  offensive. 

That  hereupon  his  if  ajesty  thought  good  to  refresh  his  me- 

moiy,  and  out  of  many  cases,  which  his  IVfajesty  caused  to  be 

oollected,  to  require  his  answer  to  five,  being  all  such  as  were 

but  expatiations  of  his  own,  and  no  judgments ;  whereunto  he 

returned  such  an  answer,  as  did  either  justify  himself,  or  elude 

the  matter,  so  as  his  Majesty  sectli  plainly  antiquum  ohtinet, 
♦  ♦»»»* 

The  last  words  come  quite  to  the  bottom  of  the  sheet ;  and  it 
seems  probable  that  the  manuscript  was  continued  on  another  which 
has  been  lost,  so  we  cannot  know  in  what  terms  Bacon  would  have 
ended  the  declaration.  But  the  conclusion  would  no  doubt  have 
been  a  direction  for  the  preparation  of  a  wperudeoB;  which  he  was 
in  iact  ordered  to  draw  up  forthwith. 

*  The  woids  "not  one  of  them  filling  upon  thoss  things,  wbioh  hit  M.  did 
•Wihwid''  kXkmtA  hoie,  bni  ut  ilnidL  oaU 
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To  THE  King.* 

May  it  pIcofK;  your  excellent  Majesty, 

I  send  your  Majesty  a  form  of  disehar^rc  for  my  Lord  Coke 
from  his  place  of  Chief  Justice  of  your  neiich. 

I  send  also  a  warrant  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  making 
forth  a  writ  for  a  new  Chief  Justice,  leaving  a  blank  for  the 
name  to  l)c  sni)|)lied  by  your  Ma.  prescnec;*  for  I  never  re- 
ceived your  Majesty's  express  pleasure  in  that. 

If  your  Majesty  resolve  of  Montagu  (as  I  conceive  and  wish), 
it  is  very  material,  as  these  times  arc,  that  your  Majesty  have 
some  care  that  the  Ileconler  succeeding  be  a  temperate  and 
discreet  man,  and  assured  to  your  Majesty's  service.  If  your 
Majesty  without  too  much  harshness  can  continue  the  place* 
within  your  own  sen-ants,  it  is  best:  if  not,  the  man  ujion 
whom  the  City's  choice  is  like  to  fall,  which  is  Coventry,  I  hold 
doubtful  for  your  sen-ice ;  not  but  that  he  is  a  well  learned  and 
an  honest  man,  but  he  hath  been  (as  it  were)  bred  by  my  Lonl 
Coke  and  seasoned  in  his  ways. 

God  preserve  your  Majesty. 

Your  Majesty's  most  humble  and 

most  lK>unden  servant, 
Fk.  Bacon. 

I  send  not  these  things  which  concern  my  Lord  Coke  by  my 
Lord  Villiers,  for  such  reason  as  your  Majesty  may  conceive. 

Norcraber  Idth,  at  noon  [ICin.]* 

It  now  remained  only  to  set  at  rest  the  doubts  which  had  been 
raised  on  the;  Hoports.  In  his  declaration  to  the  Council  the  King, 
it  seems,  had  given  directions  for  a  conimission  to  review  them ;  and  a 
wiirront  to  certain  Judges  for  tliat  purpose  was  drawn  up  by  Bacon, 
and  ready  for  his  signature  by  the  2l»t  of  November.  And  here  we 
inSy  leave  (*oko  for  a  while  to  himself.  Wo  shall  meet  him  again 
before  long  in  a  new  occupation,  if  not  in  a  new  character:  but  for 
the  present  he  retires  to  his  daughter  Sadler's,  and  applies  himself 
to  win  the  favour  of  the  Favourite. 

*  Oibflon  PapCTi,  toL  Tiii.  f.  270.    Copy  in  Mrautys't  hand. 
8o  read  by  Biroh.    But  the  word  in  the  MS.  it  doubtfuL    I  Uiink  it  must  be 


"to  be  supplied  by  your  MBJctty  piwently." 
*  The  year-date  ie  not  in  the  MS.    Bui  it  ta  gt 


given  in  Siephena**  eataloguo. 
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1. 

Baco2I*8  correspondence  during  the  remainder  of  this  year  deals  i^ith 
many  matters,  but  is  for  the  most  part  intelligible  enough  without 
ROj  commentary. 

Momperson's  patent  for  Inns  (which  became  afterwards  a  great 
grievance,  owing  to  abuse  of  the  powers  whicli  it  conferred)  was  still 
a  project  under  consideration ;  referred  in  ordinary  course  to  the 
law  officers  and  selected  members  of  the  Council,  that  they  might 
report  whether  it  were  open  to  any  objection  in  law  or  policy ;  and 
shown  to  be  a  thing  requiring  caution  chiefly  by  Bacon*8  anxiety 
that  it  should  pHS  other  judgments  besides  his  own. 

The  murder  of  Sir  John  Tyndall,  the  suicide  of  his  murderer,  and 
the  measures  taken  by  the  King  and  Bacon  to  satisfy  justice  and 
make  the  truth  of  the  case  known,  are  sufliciently  explained  in  the 
letters  which  treat  of  them. 

The  "tie**  to  be  taken  of  the  new  Lord  Chief  Justice — alluded  to 
at  the  end  of  the  letter  of  November  17 — relates,  I  suppose,  to 
^  Boper's  place,**  of  which  we  have  already  heard  something — a  valu- 
able patent  office,  the  reversion  of  which  had  been  granted  to  two 
lawyers.  Heath  and  Whitelocke,  under  covenant  to  pay  the  pro- 
eeedsy  siiJiirf  one  twelfth,  to  the  Earl  of  Somerset.*  Somerset's  in- 
terest in  it  being  now  forfeited  by  his  attainder,  Yilliers  (to  whom 
it  was  to  be  transferred)  wished  for  some  reason — probably  neither 
better  nor  worse  than  that  of  serving  a  friend — to  substitute  for 
Whitelocke,  whose  appointment  had  been  confirmed  by  Coke,  one 
Shute,  a  dependent  of  his  own.  Coke,  it  was  apprehended,  might 
have  made  a  difficulty  about  this ;  and  it  was  thought  expedient  to 

*  IW  nhowp,  Vnl.  V.  p.  227. 
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ascertain  beforehand  that  the  new  Chief  Justice  wm  willing,  upon 
the  surrender  of  his  patent  bj  Whitelocke,  to  sanction  the  arrange- 
ment. 

With  these  expknations  the  following  letters  will  be  well  cnongh 
understood. 

To  TUB  Lord  Viscount  Villi brs.^ 

My  very  good  Loni, 
Now  that  the  King  hath  roccivc<l  my  opinion,  with  the  Judges* 
opinion  unto  whom  it  was  referred,  touching  tlic  proposition  for 
Inns  in  point  of  law ;  it  rcstctli  that  it  be  moulded  and  carried 
in  that  sort,  as  it  may  pass  with  best  contentment  and  convc- 
nicncy.  Wnicreia  I  that  ever  love  good  company,  as  I  was 
joined  with  others  in  the  legal  point,  so  I  desire  not  to  Ix;  alone 
in  the  direction  touching  the  convcnicncy.  And  therefore  I 
send  your  Lordship  a  form  of  warrant  for  the  King's  signature, 
whereby  the  framing  of  the  business  and  that  which  1)elongcth 
to  it  may  l)c  referred  to  myself  with  Serjeant  ^foiitague  and 
Serjeant  Finch ;  and  though  Montague  should  change  his  place, 
that  alteration  hurtcth  not  the  business,  but  rather  hel|)eth  it. 
And  because  the  inquiry  and  survey  touching  Innt  will  require 
much  attendance  and  charge,  and  the  making  of  the  licences,  I 
shall  think  fit  (when  that  question  eometh  to  me)  to  be*  to  the 
Justice  of  Assize,  and  not  to  those  that  follow  this  business : 
therefore  his  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to  consider  what  propor- 
tion or  dividend  shaJl  be  allotted  to  Mr.  Mompesson,  and  those 
that  shall  follow  it  at  their  own  charge,  which  useth  in  like 
eases  to  be  a  fifth.    So  I  ever  rest 

Your  Lordship's  true  and  most  devoted  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon. 

Not.  13,  IGIG. 

To  THE  Lord  Viscount  Villiers.' 

My  very  good  Lord, 
I  THINK  his  Majesty  was  not  only  well  advised,  but  well  in- 
spired, to  give  order  for  this  same  wicked  child  of  Cain,  Ber- 

*  Stcphon9*0  flr«t  coUceiion»  p.  184.    From  the  origiiuU.    I  liave  not  mti  with 
any  manuscript  of  thia  or  the  next  letter. 

^  **  Hens"  aaji  Stenlient  in  hia  margin,  •*  the  word  (rofened)  or  other  of  tho 
like  nature  u  omitted. 

*  Stephena*a  fint  ooUection,  p.  186.    From  the  original. 

n  2 
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tram,  to  be  examined  before  he  was  further  proeeode<l  with. 
And  I  for  my  part,  before  I  had  received  hia  Majostv'R  pleasure 
by  my  Lonl  Chamlxsriain,  wont  thus  far ;  that  I  liad  ap]>ointcd 
him  to  be  further  examined,  and  also  had  taken  order  with  Mr. 
Solieitor  that  he  should  \xi  provided  to  make  some  declaration 
at  his  trial,  in  some  solemn  fashion,  and  not  to  let  such  a  strange 
munler  pass  as  if  it  had  been  but  a  horsestealing. 

But  upon  his  Majesty's  pleasure  signified,  I  forthwith  caused 
the  trial  to  be  staid,  and  examined  the  party  according  to  his 
Majesty's  questions;  and  also  sent  for  the  principal  counsel  in 
the  cause,  whereupon  Sir  John  Tyndal's  rc]M)rt  was  grounded, 
to  discern  the  justice  or  iniquity  of  the  Raid  report,  as  his  Ma- 
jesty likewise  commanded. 

I  scud  therefore  the  case  of  Bertram  truly  stated  and  col- 
lected, and  the  examination  taken  before  myself  and  Mr.  Soli- 
citor; whereby  it  will  appear  to  his  Mcijci^ty  that  Sir  John 
Tyudal  (as  to  this  cause)  is  a  kind  of  a  martyr ;  for  if  ever  he 
made  a  just  report  in  his  life,  this  was  it. 

But  the  event  since  all  this  is,  that  this  Bertram,  being  as  it 
Msemcth  indurate  or  in  despair,  hath  hanged  himself  in  prison  : 
of  which  accident,  as  I  am  sorry,  because  he  is  taken  from  cx^ 
ample  and  public  justice,  so  yet  I  would  not  for  any  thing  it 
had  been  before  his  examination  ;  so  that  there  may  be  other- 
wise some  occasion  taken,  either  by  some  declaration  in  the 
King's  Bench  npon  the  return  of  the  coroner's  inquest,  or  by 
come  printed  book  of  the  fact,  or  by  some  other  means  (whereof 
I  purpose  to  advise  with  my  Lord  Chancellor),  to  have  both 
his  Majesty's  royal  care,  and  the  truth  of  the  fact,  with  the  eir- 
conistanccs,  niauifet»tcd  and  published. 

For  the  taking  of  a  tie  of  my  Lord  Chief  Justice  before  he 
was  placed,  it  was  done  Ix^forc  your  letter  came ;  and  on  Tues* 
day  Heath  and  Shute  shall  be  admitted  and  all  ])erfeeted. 

My  Lonl  Chancellor  purposeth  to  be  at  the  Hall  to-morrow, 
to  give  my  Lord  Chief  Justice  his  oath ;  I  pray  God  it  hurt  him 
not  this  cold  weather.    God  ever  prosper  you. 

Your  true  and  most  devoted  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon. 
Seaday  night,  tb«  17th  of  Koremb.,  1616. 
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TiiR  Case  of  Joun  Bartram.^ 

Lkonard  Ciiamberlayne  died  intestate  without  issue,  ftnd 
left  a  sister  married  to  Dartram,  and  a  nieec  afterwards  married 
to  Sir  George  Simeon. 

The  nieee  obtained  letters  of  administration,  and  did  adminis- 
ter; but  afterwards,  uix>n  ;4»|>eal,  Bart  ram,  in  the  right  of  his 
wife  (that  was  the  sister)  obtainetl  the  former  admiais^tration  to 
be  repealed,  and  new  letters  of  administration  to  be  comniittcd 
to  Bartram  and  his  wife,  because  the  sister  was  nearer  of  kin 
than  the  nieec. 

Thereui)on  Bartram  brings  iiis  bill  in  Chancery  against  the 
first  administratrix,  to  discover  the  true  state  of  the  intestate, 
and  to  have  it  set  over  unto  him,  l)eiug  the  rightful  adminis- 
trator; and  this  cause  coming  to  hearing,  it  did  appear  that 
there  was  a  debt  of  .£200  owing  by  one  Harris  to  the  intes- 
tate; whereupon  it  was  decreed  that  the  debt  of  Harris  bff 
bond  should  l)e  set  over  to  Bartram,  and  likewise  that  all  other 
moneys,  debts,  and  bonds  should  be  assigned  over  to  him. 

In  the  penning  of  this  decree  there  was  an  error  or  slip; 
for  it  was  |)cnned  that  a  debt  by  Harris  by  a  botid  of  X'200 
should  be  set  over,  whereas  the  proofs  went  plainly  that  it  was 
but  .£200  in  toto  n|>on  divers  s|)eeialtics  and  writings. 

Upon  this  pinch  and  advantage,  Bartram  moved  still  that  tho 
liond  of  iJ^OO  should  l>e  brought  in,  and  at  last  the  defen- 
dants alicdging  that  there  was  no  such  bond,  the  court  ordered 
that  the  money  itself,  viz.  .£200,  should  be  brought  in ;  which 
was  done  accordingly,  and  soon  after  by  order  of  the  court  it 
was  paid  over  to  Bartram. 

When  Bartram  had  this  .£2(X)  in  his  purse,  he  would  needs 
surmise  that  there  was  another  .£200  due  by  Harris  upon  ac- 
count, besides  the  .£200  due  by  one  singular  bond,  and  still 
pressed  the  words  of  the  decree,  which  mentions  a  bond,  and 
thereupon  got  his  adversary  Sir  George  Simeon  committed. 

Afterward  it  was  moved  u|K)n  Simeon's  (jart,  that  there  was 
only  one  debt  of  iS200,  and  that  the  decree  was  mistaken  in  the 
(lenning  of  it,  and  so  must  needs  bo  understood,  because  the 
decree  must  be  u|)on  the  proofs;  and  all  the  proofs  went  but 

*  Biirh  M88.  42^U.    An  old  copv,  biii  noi  in  Uaoou't  luuid. 
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upon  tbc  £200  in  toio,  and  not  upon  any  imrticular  bond ; 
whereupon  my  Lord  Chancellor  referred  the  consideration  of 
the  prooffl,  and  the  comparing  of  them  with  the  decree,  to  Sir 
John  Tyudal  and  Doctor  Amye. 

They  reported  (which  was  the  killing  report)  that  upon  the 
proofs  there  was  but  one  j£200  in  all,  and  that  it  had  been 
eagerly  followed  by  Bartram,  and  that  Simeon  had  suffered  by 
error  and  mistakingi  and  that  it  were  time  he  were  released 
(which  was  a  most  just  and  true  report),  and  yet  it  concluded 
(as  is  used  in  such  cases)  that  they  referred  it  to  the  better 
judgment  of  the  court;  and  the  court  upon  the  reading  of  that 
report  gave  order  that  the  plaintiff  Bartram  should  show  cause 
bj  a  day  why  Simeon  should  not  be  enlarged,  and  the  plaintiff 
Bartram  dismissed. 

And  before  the  day  prefixed  to  show  cause,  Bertram  pistolled 
Sir  John  Tyndal. 

To  MT  Lord  or  Buckingham,  touching  MourERsoN's  Bust* 

NESS.  THE  Maltsters,  etc.^ 

My  very  good  Lord, 

1  am  much  troubled  in  mind,  for  that  I  hear  you  arc  not  per- 
ibctly  well,  without  whose  health  I  cannot  joy,  and  without 
whose  life  I  desire  not  to  lie.  I  hear  nothing  from  Mr.  Mom- 
person,  save  that  some  tell  me  he  is  knighted,  which  I  am  glad 
of,  because  he  may  the  better  fight  with  the  Bull  and  the  Bear, 
and  the  Saracen's  heads,  and  such  fearful  creatures. 

For  Sir  Robert  Killigrewe's  suit  of  enrollment  of  apprentices, 
I  doubt  we  must  part  it ;  but  yet  I  suppose  it  may  be  lefl  valu** 
able. 

Your  office  is  despatched,  and  your  books  in  effect.  I  have 
given  bis  Migesty  an  account  of  those  things  wherein  I  have 
received  his  pleasure  from  your  Lordship  by  this  letter  which  I 
send  open.* 

Good  my  Lord,  once  again  have  care  of  your  health ;  and 

leani  what  Cardanus  saith,  that  more  men  die  of  cold  after  ex« 

erase  than  are  slain  in  the  wars.    Ood  ever  keep  you. 

Your  Lordship's  true  and  much  demoted  Servant 
Kov.  21, 1616. 

>  Addiiionml  U88.  6606.  f.  96.  *  See  p.  106. 
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2. 

Wc  nro  familiar  willi  Bacon  in  the  Star*Cliaiubcr  an  counsel  pro- 
secuting ;  we  are  now  to  sec  kirn  as  one  of  the  judges  giving  scutciico. 
A  case  of  provocation  to  duel  was  cominf;  before  tho  Court ;  a  cane 
not  an  J  way  interesting  in  itself,  for  it  arose  out  of  a  quarrel  of  old 
date,  vulgar,  stupid,  and  disreputable  in  the  last  degree,  without  a 
featuro  in  it  either  tnigic  or  touching  or  entertaining,  and  in  which 
both  parties  beliaved  so  ill  that  it  is  impossible  to  feel  any  sympathy 
with  either.  But  as  one  of  them  was  a  gentleman  and  tho  otlier  a 
nobleman,  it  was  a  case  convenient  enough  for  example,  and  gave  a 
conspicuous  opportunity  for  enforcing  those  measures  for  the  repres- 
sion of  duelling  which  the  King  had  threatened  three  years  before. 

Gervasc  Markham,  Esquire,  by  rank  a  gentleman  and  by  profession 
a  soldier,  hnd  been  invited  by  liord  Darcy  of  tlie  North  to  meet  him 
at  a  hunting-party  at  Sir  Oervaso  Clifton's.  When  they  were  in  the 
field,  a  follower  of  Lord  Dnrcy*s,  named  Beckwith,  "  wished  Mark- 
ham  not  to  ride  too  near  one  of  tho  hounds."  Tho  request,  or  the 
manner  of  it,  affronfed  him ;  and  ho  gave  an  answer  which  implied 
that  if  tho  hound's  tail  were  oiT  it  would  bo  no  matter.  This  again 
allronted  Bcckwith,  who  apjicnrs  to  have  had  an  interest  in  the  dog, 
and  replied  in  efleot  that  tho  dog's  tail  was  worth  more  than  the 
horse's  head  which  Markham  was  riding;  adding  (a  little  after)  that 
'*  though  ho  loved  hunting  well,  ho  had  more  mind  to  fight  with  him 
than  to  hunt."  To  this  Markham  answered  that  *'  he  was  a  base 
fellow  :"  u]>on  which  Bcckwith  "  fell  to  switching  of  him,"— an  opera- 
tion equivalcMit,  I  suppose,  to  what  we  now  call  horso-whipping : 
and  when  the  saddle  Blipping  round  in  tho  struggle  led  Markham 
hanging  by  his  foot  in  the  stirrup,  he  continued  to  switch  him  until 
Lord  Darcy  came  up  and  released  him. 

Thus  far  the  quarrel  should  have  been  only  with  Bcckwith.  But 
whether  it  were  that  he  thought  Darcy  had  not  interfered  soon 
enough,  or  did  not  treat  tho  caso  gravely  enough,  or  that  tho 
state  of  mind  incident  to  so  extremely  disagreeable  a  position 
disposed  him  to  fall  out  with  whatever  was  nearest, — so  it  was  that, 
instead  of  thanking  him  for  tho  service,  he  turned  upon  him  with 
angry  reproaches  for  having  **  suffered  so  base  a  follow  to  use  him 
thus.'*  This  again  was  more 'than  Lord  Darcy  could  endure. 
*'  What  would  you  have  me  do  ?"  said  he.  *'  Had  not  I  been  [by], 
he  would  have  beaten  you  to  rags ;"  adding,  according  to  Markbam'a 
version,  '*  that  his  man  Beckwithjwas  as  good  a  gentleman  as  he.** 

IIow  the  account  stood  as  between  Markham  and  Beckwith,  wo  _^. 
have  not  the  means  of  knowing:  for  tlutt  part  of  the  case  was  nol 
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the  Bubjcct  of  inquiry  at  this  time,  and  we  haTC  not  Bock  with  *s  rer^ 
Bion  of  it.  But  in  one  way  or  other  it  is  clear  that  ^Inrkhani'a 
honour  had  Buffered  lu  the  fray,  and  required  repamtiou.  C<*rtain]y, 
if  he  had  not  behaved  very  bndly,  he  had  been  very  badly  used.  His 
first  step  in  righting  himself  was  uuexceptionnble.  *'  lie  sent  two 
of  his  kinsmen  to  my  Lord  to  desire  my  Lord  Darcy  to  explain  him- 
self coucemiug  those  words,  that  his  man  Bcckwith  would  have 
beaten  him  to  rags,  and  that  his  man  Beckwith  was  as  good  a  gen- 
tleman as  he.'*  Under  all  the  circumstances,  the  words  had  been  at 
least  ungracious  and  uncivil,  and  one  might  have  expected  that  Lord 
Darcy  would  have  been  aiixious  to  excuHO  them  as  spoken  iu  hasto 
or  under  momentary  irritation.  But  bis  answer  made  the  matter 
worse.  ''He  would  not  give  such  a  fellow  as  he  any  other  satisfac- 
tion than  this — that  he  did  not  say  that  his  man  Beckwith  was  as 
good  a  gentlen:an  m  he,  but  that  he  waa  a  gentleman  as  well  as  he  ; 
and  that  his  meaning  of  "beaten  to  rags'*  was  tbis — that  he  had 
ever  held  that  a  child  of  five  years  old,  having  a  sword  in  his  hand, 
might  be  revenged  of  his  enemy." 

It  would  not  have  been  reanonable  to  expect  IMarkham  to  be  satis- 
fied with  an  answer  like  this ;  and  if  he  had  laid  his  case,  as  it  stood 
here,  before  a  court  of  honour,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  some 
reparation  would  have  been  awarded  to  him.  But  the  reparation 
which  he  devised  for  himself  was  a  strange  one.  lie  wrote  a  letter, 
saying  that  *'  he  knew  my  Lord  was  a  Peer  of  the  realm,  but  he  had 
no  privilege  to  abuse  any  gentleman;  and  that  my  Lord  Darcy,  in 
•aying  that  his  man  Beckwith  would  have  beaten  him  to  rags,  had 
liedy  and  should  lie  as  often  as  he  should  say  so,  and  that  if  ho  listed 
to  send  bis  boy  unto  him  he  would  meet  him  wheresoever  he  would 
and  make  good  what  lie  said  with  his  life;  and  there  was  a  Rowland 
for  his  Oliver,  and  the  lie  for  his  indignity.**  If  thin  letter  had  been 
sent  to  Lord  Darcy  in  the  ordinary  >\ay,  it  would  have  been  an 
ordinary  challenge,  as  justifiable  as  most  challenges ;  and  why  he 
did  not  send  it  is  not  explained,  for  it  is  expressly  stated  that  ho  did 
not  at  the  time  know  of  the  King's  proclamation.  But  it  seems  that 
though  ready  to  maintain  with  his  life  that  Lord  Darcy  was  a  liar, 
be  was  not  prepared  to  call  him  a  liar  to  his  face :  so  ho  contented 
himself  with  writing  "  divers  copies  "  of  the  letter,  and  scattering 
them  about  in  the  fields, — addressed  and  signed,  but  not  sealed. 

How  and  when  any  of  them  came  into  liord  l>arcy*s  hands,  I  do 
not  find  stated.  But  they  had  been  written  and  distributed  as  early 
aa  the  beginning  of  1014,  and  now  in  the  Autumn  of  1U16  the  case 
came  before  the  Council.  The  statement  drawn  up  by  Yelvertoii  for 
Uie  King's  information,  which  was  enclosed  in  the  next  letter,  has 
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uot  Wn  preserved;  but  the  particulars  which  I  hare  girou  aro 
taken  from  a  note  of  tlie  legal  proceeding,'  and  explain  the  nature 
of  the  question  now  referred  to  the  King's  decision — namely,  whether 
the  writing  and  scattering  about  of  these  letters  was  an  offence  fit  to 
bo  brought  before  the  Star- Chamber. 

To  TUB  Kino.' 

It  may  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty, 

I  send  your  Majesty^  acronling  to  your  commandment^  the 
warrant  for  the  review  of  Sir  Edwanl  Coke's  Rc|iort8.  I  had 
prepared  it  l)cfor€  I  received  your  Maji^sty's  pleasure:  but  I 
was  glad  to  sec  it  was  iu  your  mind,  as  well  as  in  my  hands.  In 
the  nomination  which  your  Majesty  made  of  the  Judges  to 
whom  it  should  l)c  directed,  your  Majesty  could  not  name  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  that  now  is,  because  he  was  not  then  dc- 
clared :  but  you  could  not  leave  him  out  now,  without  discoun- 
tenance. 

I  send  your  Majesty  the  state  of  Lord  Darcy's  cause  in  the 
Star-Chaml)cr,  set  down  by  Mr.  Solicitor,  and  mentioned  in  the 
letter  which  your  Majesty  received  from  the  Lords.  I  leave  all 
in  humbleness  to  your  Majesty's  royal  judgment :  but  this  is 
true,  tliat  it  was  the  clear  opinion  of  my  Lonl  Chancellor  and 
myself  and  the  two  Chief  Justices,  and  others,  that  it  is  a  cause 
most  fit  for  the  censure  of  the  Court,  lM>th  for  the  repressing  of 
duels,  and  the  encouragement  of  complaints  iu  courts  of  justice. 
If  your  Majesty  be  pleased  it  shall  go  on,  there  n*8tcth  but 
WcdncMlay  next  for  the  hearing ;  for  the  last  day  of  the  term  it 
commonly  left  for  orders,  though  sometimes,  upon  extraonliuary 
occasion,  it  hath  been  set  down  for  the  hearing  of  some  great 
cause. 

I  send  your  Majesty  also  Baron  Bromley's  rci)ort,  which  your 
Majesty  required ;  whereby  your  Majesty  may  |)creeivc  things 
go  not  so  well  in  Cnml)erland  (which  is  the  seat  of  the  party 
your  Majesty  named  to  me)  as  was  couocivcd;  and  yet  if 
there  were  land-winds  as  there  be  sea-winds  to  bind  men  in,  I 
could  wish  he  were  a  little   wind-bound  to  keep  him  in  the 

•'JUtll. 

Hut  while  your  Majesty  jieruseth  the  accounts  of  Judges  in 

»  ir»rl.  MSS.  6807.  f.  170. 

'  Uibflou  Tiiiitfn,  vol.  viii.  f.  280.     Fair  coity  in  McAut^t't  IminI. 
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circuits,  your  Afajcsty  will  give  mc  leave  to  think  of  the  Judges 
here  in  their  upper  region.  And  because  Tacitus  saith  well, 
opjfortnni  magnii  conaiibus  traimlus  rerum,  now  upon  this 
change  (when  he  that  Ictteth  n  goue)  I  shall  endeavour  to  the 
best  of  my  |X)wer  and  skill  that  there  may  be  a  cousent  and 
united  mind  in  your  Judges  to  serve  you  and  strengthen  yonr 
business.  For  I  am  persuaded  there  cannot  be  a  sacrifice  from 
which  there  may  come  up  to  you  a  sweeter  odour  of  rest,  thau 
this  effect  whereof  I  speak. 

For  this  wretched  murderer,  Bertram,  now  gone  to  his  place, 
I  have  (perceiving  your  Majesty's  good  liking  of  that  I  pro- 
poundal)  taken  order  that  there  «h:dl  be  a  declaration  couecni- 
ing  tliat  cause  in  the  King-'s  Bench,  by  occasion  of  punishment 
of  the  offence  of  his  keeper ;  and  another  in  Chancery,  upon  the 
occasion  of  moving  for  an  order  according  to  his  just  and 
righteous  re|iort.  And  yet  withal  I  have  set  on  work  a  good 
pen  (and  myself  will  overlook  it)  for  making  some  little  pam- 
phlet fit  to  fly  abroad  in  the  country. 

For  your  Majesty's  proclamation  touching  the  wearing  of 
cloth.  After  I  had  drawn  a  form  as  near  as  I  could  to  your 
Majesty's  direction,  I  propounded  it  to  the  Lords,  my  Lord 
Chancellor  being  then  aljsent ;  and  after  their  Lordships'  good 
approbatiou,  and  some  points  by  them  altered,  I  obtained  leave 
of  them  to  confer  thereupon  with  my  Lord  Chancellor  and 
some  principal  Judges,  which  I  did  this  afternoon;  so  as  it 
being  now  perfitcd,  I  shall  offer  it  to  the  board  to-morrow,  and 
so  send  it  to  your  Majesty. 

So  humbly  craving  your  Majesty's  pardon  for  troubling  you 

with  so  long  a  letter,  specially  being  accompanied  with  other 

papers,  I  ever  rest. 

Your  Mi^esty's  most  humble,  and 

most  bounden  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon. 
This  21  of  No- 
Tember,  at  s  oVIock 
at  night 


Tha  opinion  of  the  Council  on  Lord  Darcy's  ease  being  approved 
by  the  King,  it  came  on  for  hearing  in  the  Star-Chamber  on  the  27th 
of  November.    According  to  the  practice  of  that  Court,  as  soon  as 
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tlio  case  Imd  been  beard  tbe  membera  dcliTered  their  judgments 
severally  in  order  of  aoniority,  the  younger  speaking  first.    On  tliis 
oecasioD,  Baeon,  being  the  last-appointed  Privy  Councillor,  had  to 
begin ;  and  as  it  was  the  first  occasion  for  pulling  in  practice  tho 
measures  for  the  represmon  of  duelling  which  ho  had  himself  ad vived 
and  announced,  it  i^  a  matter  of  somo  interest  to  know  how  ho 
handled  it.     Our  means  of  judging,  however,  are  very  incomplete  ; 
for  though  I  have  found  two  independent  reports  of  his  speech,  both 
apparently  made  by  car-witnesses,  and  each  no  doubt  containing 
much  of  what  ho  said,  they  are  both  so  im|)erfect,  especially  in  tho 
latter  part,  that  it  is  often  hard  to  guess  even  tho  general  drift  of  tho 
argument.     Tho  fuller  of  tho  two  is  unluckily  tho  less  intelligible, 
and  seems  in  some  places  to  be  made  up  of  unfinished  sentences  run 
together,  the  beginning  of  one  being  fitted  to  tho  end  of  another. 
If  an  unpractijtcd  reporter  should  try  to  write  down  as  much  as  he 
could  of  a  si>eech  as  it  proceeded,  and  as  often  as  ho  found  himself 
left  behind  and  thrown  out  should  leave  the  sentenoo  on  which  he 
was  engaged  and  take  up  tho  speaker's  last  words ;  and  if  a  tran- 
scriber should  then  mako  a  fair  copy  of  his  report  without  observing 
tho  dislocations,  and  shape  it  into  consecutive  sentences,  by  inserting 
commas  and  full  stops  at  pleasure, — tho  result  would  be  something 
like  what  we  liavo  hero ;  and  I  should  not  bo  surprised  if  that  wore 
the  roal  history  of  it.     In  tho  notes  of  speeches  preserved  in  the 
Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  (which  appear  to  have  been  made 
in  that  way)  the  dislocations  are  indicated  by  dashes,  and  it  would 
perhaps  be  possible  by  a  liberal  use  of  that  mark  of  separation  to 
make  this  report  more  intelligible.     But  such  a  process  would  in* 
volve  too  much  invention,  and  I  have  thought  it  better  to  present 
tbe  record  as  I  find  it ;  giving  both  reports  <»  rxien$o^  and  so  set 
out  that  they  may  be  easily  compared.     Enough  ^remains  to  show  in 
a  general  way  how  the  case  was  treated. 

In  Camera  Stellata  xxvii®  Novkmdris  IGIG.  Notes  or 
THE  Lord  Darcy's  case  of  vuells  against  Mr.  Oervicb 
Markham.^ 

King's  Attorney, 

Here's  a  Bill  of  complaint  by  the  Lord  Darcy  of  the  North 
against  Mr.  Ocrvioo  Markham :  and  it  is  at  the  suit  of  the  party 


Sir  Francis  Bacon*  said  that  before  he  came  to  his.  sentence  ne  ooold 
not  but  commend^  my  Lord  Darcy.  for  seeking  his  satisfaction  for  this 

*  HarL  M8S.  3d38»  f.  61.  *  Horl.  MSS.  6807, 1 180  b. 
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gricTcd.  Ill  which  I  coninictul  the  I^ord  Darcy  for  Uiking  the 
right  course  and  not  the  left  hand ;  that  he  being  a  Peer  of  the 
realm  and  Counsellor  in  Parliament  bom,  yet  hath  shown  his 
obedience  to  his  Mujesty's  edict,  as  not  to  seek  to  right  himself 
by  the  sword,  but  to  resort  to  justice.  And  so  it  should  be, 
that  the  lirat  in  place  should  be  first  in  obedience. 

The  offence  the  Defendant  stands  charged  withal  is  a  com- 
pound, and  notwithstanding  anything  I  have  heard  I  hold  it  a 
mixture,  and  a  chartel  and  a  lil)cl  licing  conjoined  they  are  the 
more  odious,  and  lx;ing  uccupled  they  arc  the  worse.  Your 
cliartels  may  have  their  disguises,  but  yet  they  conduce  to  Duel, 
and  the  Duel  conduccth  to  murder.  Therefore  I  will  speak 
something  in  general  of  Duels  and  Libels,  and  tlicu  in  particular 
of  this  case  clad  in  his  circumstances ;  lK>tU  briefly ;  and  turn 
tlic  edge  of  my  s|iecch  to  root  out  this  vile  weed  out  of  the 
kingdom. 

The  Duel  to  which  your  chartel  hath  introduction  shall  never 
have  better  terms  at  my  hands  than  to  be  the  inceptive  act  to 
murder.  There  may  be  a  scarlet  in  grain  and  a  murder  more 
glorious.  And  if  the  insidious  murderer  dcriveth  his  pedigree 
from  Cain  that  got  his  brother  with  a  wile  into  the  fields  and  so 
slew  him,  and  the  insolent  munlcrcr  from  Lamech,  that  called 
hi«  wives  together  and  told  them  that  he  would  kill  a  man  though 
he  were  hurt,  there  is  not  much  gain  in  the  |)edigrcc  for  tiie 
nobleness  of  munler.  But  it  always  carries  this  with  it,  that  it 
is  a  direct  afl'ront  of  law  and  tends  to  the  dissolution  of  magis- 
tracy.   They  Ijcing  men  despising  laws  divine  and  human,  they 

injarj  by  course  of  Ufi*  and  not  of  liiniHolf :  tlioiijrh  he  w<^rc  a  Peer  of  tho 
realm  by  birth,  ho  was  );lad  to  soo  this  resolutiou,  that  ihey  that  arc 
highest  in  plai'c  are  first  iu  obedience  to  the  law. 

For  the  c;iuso  now  in  censure :  he  would  ^jieak  somewhat  in  general  of 
those  that  provoke  duelloes,  tliat  thoy  are  those  men  wlmm  the  prophet 
David  spcalts  of,  that  they  imagine  miichief  as  a  law  and  ninke  the  oorrets 
of  their  own  will  to  bo  tho  rules  of  their  own  honour.  >fen  may  ai'couut 
a  duello  an  honourable  kind  of  satisfaction,  yet  it  is  but  a  scarlet  or  a 
grained  kind  of  murdering.  Let  the  insidious  murderer  derive  his  anti- 
quity from  Cain  and  the  insolent  murderer  from  Lamech,  who  could  brag 
to  his  wives  that  he  could  kill  a  man  if  he  be  but  wounded,  yet  are  they 
dei«cended  from  the  Devil.  The  life  of  one  worthy  man  hath  been  the  safety 
uf  a  kingdom.  This  doctrine  of  man-killing  is  grown  to  a  tumour,  and 
muat  be  beaten  flat  by  justice  ;  lost  that  which  is  now  man-killing  should 
become  judge-killiug.    The  law  is  charged  as  defective  in  matters  of  reps- 
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bocoinc  like  AnahaptiAU,  that  do  an  the  npirit  tnovc((  them  ami 
according  to  the  hounding  and  corvcts  of  their  own  wills,  and 
for  this  they  have  made  actn,  and  have  rules,  dis^tinctions,  and 
eases.  This  is  right,  as  the  Scripture  saith,  to  imagine  mis'^hicf  as 
a  law :  it  is  meant  of  oppression  in  place  of  justice  and  no  less 
meant  of  punctual  faults  a.s  artificially  in%Tnted,  as  was  a  law  we 
have  doctrine.' 

Thc»c  swelling  tumours  tha*^  arise  in  men's  proud  anections 
must  l>e  beaten  Hat  with  justice,  or  else  all  will  end  in  ruin.  It 
is  to  set  a  vile  price  upon  the  hlooil  of  the  Hubject  tliirs  to  con- 
temn law :  for  we  read  in  stones  that  in  every  iKittle  the  virtue 
of  a  few  persons  carried  away  the  day. 

Will  you  have  the  sacrifices  of  men,  not  of  hulls  or  oxen  ? 

You  say  the  law  is  such.  Bui,  my  Lonls,  the  law  of  Kngland 
is  not  taken  out  of  Amadis  de  Gaul  nor  the  l)ooks  of  Parallells,- 
hut  out  of  the  Scripture,  out  of  the  laws  of  the  Romans  and 
Grecians,  where  never  a  duel  was  ;  and  they  had  such  excellent 
reproachful  speeches  as  we  read  in  their  orations,  and  yet  never 
no  swon)  drawn.  Rut  the  King  hath  taken  away  all  excuse, 
having  given  a  fair  passage,  and  nothing  can  l>e  offered  as  a 
wrong  but  he  hath  left  sufficient  remedy.  My  Lords,  when  his 
Majesty  spake  lately  unto  me  of  this  business,  and  no  man  cx- 
presscth  himself  like  him,  he  said  T  come  forth  and  see  myself 
nobly  attended,  but  I  know  not  whether  any  of  them  shall  live 
four  and  twenty  hours :  for  it  is  but  the  mistaking  of  a  wonl  in 

ration  of  honour,  and  therefore  men  urge  this  courno  of  Binglc  eomlmts 
ss  tlic  only  means  to  right  t1icmf>o1ve8  in  honour ;  but  inon  must  know 
tlmt  (he  law  of  England  is  not  a  law  tnkrn  from  AmadiK  dr  Gnulo  or  Psh 
mcrin  de  Oliva,  but  from  the  nnriont  liomans  and  the  most  illustrious  and 
host  governed  common  wealths;  and  therefore  ill  may  ho  speed  that  shall 
seek  righting  of  his  honour  by  other  means  than  hy  them.  He  had  often 
lieard  his  M'  the  King  express  liimself  graciously  concerning  these 
Duellocs  (aa  indeed  ho  doth  best  express  himself  of  any  other  when  it 
pleaseth  him)  That  when  he  goetli  abroad  he  sceth  himself  royally  attended 
with  many  goodly  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  and  taketh  great  joy  and 
comfort  so  to  see  them  and  think  on  them.  But  again  it  grioveth'  him 
much  more  that  ho  is  not  assured  of  tho  lives  of  any  of  them  four  and 
twenty  hours,  for  if  they  discourse  but  a  few  words  tho  lie  is  given,  tlio 
lie  begets  a  challenge,  and  the  ch-dlenge  death.  Such  is  his  Majesty's  con* 
temptation  of  clemency  for  the  good  of  his  people ;  answerable  with  Xerxes 

*  So  in  MS.  '  So  in  MS.    A  misUke  no  doubt  for .'  Palmnin.' 

**giTethMnMS. 
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heat,  and  that  brings  the  lie,  and  that  brings  a  ehailenge,  and  then 
comes  the  loss  of  their  lives.  If  Xerxes  when  he  saw  that  great 
armj,  wept  upon  this  thought  that  in  a  hundred  years  they  should 
be  all  dead,  did  well/  can  you  blame  the  King  if  his  heart 
abounding  with  demeney  grieve  to  think  that  by  the  Duel  no 
man  can  be  safe? 

His  Majesty  gave  me  two  eharges:  one  to  proeced  without 
rcspc*ct  of  persons. 

The  last  example,  brought  by  my  liord  Ilubbanl  at  the  King's 

suit,  between  mean  persons,  did  produee  a  great  deal  of  good 

respect ;  and  this  is  at  the  party's  suit.     But  it  never  will  be 

well  till  these  tiucioren  capita  alia  ferenteB  may  be  brought  at 

the  King's  suit  and  touched  in  this  csise.     No  man  shall  give 

greater  rcsjicct  unto  gvcsX  personages  than  I  will  be  willing  to 

do  in  other  eases :  and  yet  here,  in  rcs|)eet  of  my  duty  to  the 

King  and  respect  of  the  safety  of  the  kingdom,  I  hope  I  shall 

not  know  a  coronet  from  a  hat-band,  and  the  King  hath  given 

me  charge  that  I  shall  not  take  liflc^  nor  yet  desist  because  the 

marshals  of  honour  handle  the  ease ;  for  there  is  a  double  respect. 

Their  proceeding  is  for  the  point  of  reparation  of  the  honour  of 

priYatc  parties.     But  the  Star  Chamber  doth  handle  wrongs 

offered  to  my  law  and  my  honour,  saith  the  King ;  for  he  that 

challcngcth  the  party  ehallcngeth  the  law  of  the  land,  and  they 

arc  aforehand  with  the  law. 

For  the  other  ofienee  in  general,  the  Libel,  I  will  not  s{)eak 
long.  A  libel  is  an  oflcnee  when  it  is  brought  hither,  not  so 
much  relating  to  the  party  in  the  lil)cl  offending,  as  well  said  at 
the  Bar,  as  it  tends  to  the  public  disturbance  and  wrong  of  the 
State.    Salomon  saith  a  good  name  is  like  a  goo<l  odour ;  a  good 

in  the  eompsssion  of  his  army,  and  a  fit  contemplation  for  high  Bpirits  et 
capita  alia  fercnte»,  llierefore  as  this  had  been  the  contemplation  of  his 
Blajetty,  so  sboald  it  be  his  protestation  in  his  place  hereafter,  to  choose 
to  pfoiecute  men  of  the  highest  rank,  if  they  oficnd  in  this  kind ;  and  in 
these  kinds  of  offences  not  to  know  a  coronet  from  a  bat-band.  Whosoever 
doth  send  a  challenge  to  a  man  doth  send  a  challenge  to  the  law  for  want 
of  sniBcicnt  remedy  for  honour.  And  letters  or  libels  in  this  kind  that 
tend  to  provoke  a  challenge  tend  to  a  public  destruction  of  the  peace.  A 
good  name  (saith  Solomon)  is  a  good  odonr :  and  a  libel  is  a  common 
misanoe  or  stench  over  a  whole  country.  If  a  man  call  another  Traitor  he 

>  80  in  Ma    It  slioald  probablj  be  '<  and  wept/'  etc. 

'  80  in  118.    I  cannot  gurst  what  word  was  meant.    Perhaps  ''offe." 
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ointment  casts  a  fragrant  smell ;  and  contrary  a  libel  is  like  a  com- 
mon nuisance  that  casts  an  ill  odour  and  spreads  itself  abroad  to 
the  hurt  of  ail.  I  beseech  your  Lordships  to  mark/ is  it  like  a 
case  of  a  word  ?  As  if  I  call  a  man  a  Traitor,  he  may 
bring  his  action  of  the  case,  or  if  he  be  ft  Peer  of  the  realm, 
he  may  bring  his  scandalam  tnagnatum,  and  may  justify ;  and 
if  it  1)0  a  matter  of  scandal,  not  of  slander,  then  nil  capiat 
per  breve.  Ihtt  if  it  be  a  libel  made  to  defame,  it  scars  not  nor 
skills  not  Mrhothcr  it  he  true  or  no.  If  it  Iks  a  libel  it  is 
enough  ;  except  in  matter  of  aggravation ;  as  it  is  well  set  down 
by  Sir  Bdward  Coke  in  his  ease  of  L.  P.  which  is  Ijcwcs  Pickc- 
ringc.     So  much  my  Lords  for  the  general. 

I  will  not  hold  you  long,  but  will  tell  you  what  I  have  noted. 
First,  it  is  very  true  that  this  same  letter  is  not  directly  nor 
appcrtly  a  challenge,  but  it  is  an  invitation  to  a  challenge :  and 
(as  Mr.  Serjeant  Crew  said  elegantly)  it  is  a  challenge  to  a 
challenge. 

The  King's  edict  will  out  at  a  window  if  this  be  suflcrcd :  for 
I  will  but  put  a  91  in  the  challenge ;  as  to  say,  if  you  have  a  mind 
to  fight  with  me  then  send  me  your  man  or  your  writing.  I 
stand  not  upon  the  definitive  wonls  of  a  challenge :  it  is  that 
which  conduccth  to  a  combat  or  duel. 

The  accepting  of  a  challenge  is  under  the  King's  lildict,  and 
it  is  likewise  punishable  by  the  Common  Law  before  the  Edict. 

Because  the  Defendant  hath  made  two  subscriptions,  there- 
fore he  guides  us  well.  The  first  contains  the  lie;  it  is  not  the 
remedy  (truly  applied  at  the  Bar)  presently  to  go  and  complain ; 
but  first  spices  it  with  this,  that  he  will  maintain  it  with  his  life. 
What  imports  that  ?  And  then  the  second  part  of  his  letter  [is] 
not  an  incitation  or  provocation,  but  a  direct  and  plain  prepara- 
tion to  a  challenge.  Yet  I  must  tell  yon  had  it  been  the  first 
letter,  not  in  respect  of  the  lie  but  the  lil)el,  if  a  man  should 

may  have  his  private  action  for  it ;  and  he  that  speaks  it  may  justify  it  ss 
trae.  But  a  man  so  called  by  a  libel,  that  cannot  be  justified :  for  it  is  no 
matter  whether  it  bo  true  or  no :  for  that  it  is  a  public  kind  of  disgracing 
A  man,  tending  to  the  disturbing  of  the  common  peace  of  a  kingdom. 

Thus  much  for  the  general.    Now  for  the  particular. 

These  letters  thus  dispersed  comprehend  an  invitation  to  a  ehallenge, 
or  (as  it  was  said  elegantly  by  Serjeant  Crewe)  a  challenge  to  a  ehallenge, 
and  a  designation  to  a  murder.  It  is  a  cartel  or  a  libel,  or  a  lie  with  abcU 
rung  abont  it  that  the  whole  countfy  might  know  of  it  The  noblemen  of  the 
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play  triili  won1»,  for  it  i»  a  lie  nin?  «it)out  witli  a  bell,  and  »omc 
circii instances  llicrc  are,  T  mark  not  pasMgc*  of  liounds'  heads 
or  lione  htads  not  worth  the  marking,  but  I  tell  you  what  I 
find.      First  it  is  against  a  Peer  of  the  realm.     And  my  Tionls  I 
hc^9eech  yon  let  us  keep  their  privileges,  among  whieli  this  is  a 
great  one,  that  they  have  a  voiee  in  Parliament,  and  some  hundred 
joiiicMl  with  the  Spiritualty  have  as  great  a  voice  as  all  the  realm 
bcs^icles.     It  is  a  ]X)n(lcrous  |irivilege  of  the  Peers  in  making  of 
our  laws.     The  gentry  are  second  Nobles,  and  God  forbid  the 
privileges  of  the  Peers  should  privilege  them  to  wrong  any  man  : 
yet  there  ought  a  distinction  to  l)c  kept,  and  because  he  is  a 
Peer  his  wrong  is  the  grc»ater.     But  if  he  had  been  a  knight 
or    a  gentleman  we   would  have   punished   him  in  this  ease. 
It  is  true  that  some  of  the  letters  were  cast  out  after  a  sum- 
mons of  Parliament.     But  I  cannot  found  my  sentence  ui)ou 
that*  because  I  heard  it  only  shed  by  the  way.     It  somewhat 
aggravates  the  fault  that  Mr.  Markhani  was  beholding  to  my 
liOrd,  and  that  the  lie  should  l)e  given  with  a  toties  fjuoties.     On 
the  other  side  it  somewhat  extenuates  the  fault  (for  I  thank  God 
1  hokl  the  lialancc  right)  I  think  my  Lord  Darcy  was  to  blame 
first  in  the  occasion  in  inviting  his  friend  to  recreation,  to  hunt, 
to  pleasure,  to  society,  where  men  should  Iwwarc  they  turn  not 
wine  to  vinegar. 

Besides  my  Lord  was  among  his  servants  and  in  his  own 
troop,  the  other  alone ;  and  therefore  my  Lord  should  have  been 
wary  lest  anything  should  have  passed  to  give  I^farkham  cause 
of  grief  or  disgrace.  The  words  were  a  motive  to  say  he  might 
have  been  l)eatcn  to  rags.  But  they  were  prettily  qualified,  for 
my  Lord  said  a  child  of  five  years  old  might  have  the  better  of 
the  day,  whereby  was  showed  that  he  meant  it  fortune ;  and  the 
rather  because  it  hath  been  truly  said  and  I  have  heard  that 
Mr.  Markhani  is  by  profession  a  soldier  and  well  known  of 
his  valour;  for  a  man  of  disputative  valour  had  need  be  more 
nice  of  reputation  than  a  man  of  declared  valour.     And  for  my 

kingdom  have  a  grcst  voice  in  Parliament  to  make  laws,  and  it  is  a  groat 
privilege  to  make  laws  i  and  therefore  a  foul  misdemeanour  to  give  any 
of  them  the  Ho  in  this  manner  with  a  ioiiet  qHoiies.  Yet  (said  he)  I  will 
liold  the  balance  of  reputation  even.  As  noblemen  of  gentlemen,  so  gen- 
tlemen must  have  their  due  resjteet  of  noblemen :  they  are  tha  second 
degree  of  honour  onto  them. 
Tlie  first  message  of  Mr.  Markham  to  the  Lord  Darcy  for  explanation 
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Lord  to  fall  in  comparison  of  liU  man,  and  that  he  hiul  liccu  beaten 
and  that  to  ro^,  these  things  before  the  Commissioners  of  Honour 
that  handle  all  disgraces  of  gentlemen  in  their  rcpntation,  will  lie 
well  remedied.  But  take  it  here  as  it  is,  I  conclude,  had  this 
case  been  after  the  edict  and  proclamation,  I  should  have  weighed 
down  tlie  offence  in  a  greater  proportion  than  now  I  shall, 
and  set  a  fine  ratably.  lUit  taking  the  case  as  it  is,  no  challenge 
but  a  step  and  primus  graduB  to  a  challenge,  and  that  upon 
provocation  such  as  mtMi  can  scarce  bear,  IxMng  done  IxTorc  the 
proclamation,  when  he  had  as  he  thought  no  remedy,  and  aflcr  ho 
knew  he  had  remedy  being  heartily  sorry,  and  then  his  modest 
defence  (which  hath  l)cen  very  well  o[)encd  by  Mr.  Serjeant  More 
and  moves  me  very  much),  I  hold  the  case  such  that  Mr. 
Ocrvace  Markham  shall  pay  500  pounds  fine,  and  imprisonment 
according  to  the  course  of  the  Court.  But  for  the  good  behaviour, 
he  iKing  a  gentleman  of  quality  as  he  is,  I  shall  not  meddle 
with  it.  But  if  it  had  l)ecn  after  the  Proclamation  came  forth, 
I  should  have  meddled  with  that  too.  I  spare  to  s^ieak  of  any- 
thing whatsoever  api)ertains  to  repair  the  honour  or  reputation  of 
private  persons.  I  reserve  that  in  all  humbleness  to  my 
Lords,  the  great  |)crsonagcs  in  commission  touching  martial 
affairs.  If  I  had  Beckwith  here,  I  know  what  I  would  say  to 
him  for  his  striking  and  his  liattcry,  but  that  I  leave  to  the 
Common  Law,  and  the  repairing  of  reputation  to^  those  great 
personages,  and  to  this  Court  only  a  fine  of  five  hundred  pounds, 
and  imprisonment  according  to  the  course  of  the  Court. 

The  next  dny  Bacon  sent  Villiers  a  general  account  of  the  day** 
work,  for  the  King's  information ;  and  tiiis  is  the  last  wo  hear  of  it. 

of  hiii  wordd  was  hut  nice  opinion  of  hin  own  valour.  For  a  man  of  a  din- 
]>i]ted  valour  ouj^ht  ever  to  he  mort*  careful  of  Inn  reputation  than  a  man 
of  a  declared  valour.  A  man  of  a  known  valour  should  have  the  lesii  reprard. 
And  therefore  for  this  oiTonce  of  writing;  nurh  letters  and  publiffhini;  them 
himself  afterwards,  ho  did  fine  htm  at  five  hundred  pounds  and  imprison- 
moDt.  But  in  regard  of  his  provocation  by  Beckwith,  and  the  refusing  of 
satisfaction  of  the  Lord  Darcy  in  those  terms  which  might  have  been 
more  respective,  he  being  a  gentleman  and  his  kinsman,  and  in  regard 
of  his  modest  answer  and  refusing  all  justification  in  this  court,  he  did 
•spare  to  bind  him  to  the  good  behaviour,  and  did  leave  the  matter  of  re* 
paration  of  honour  of  the  Lord  Darcy  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Marshairs  Court,  and  the  assault  and  battery  to  the  common  law. 

i«of'inU8. 
VOL.  Vf,  I 
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To  THB  Lord  Viscount  Villiers.^ 

My  Tcry  good  Lord, 

I  delivered  tlie  proclamation  for  Cloth  to  Secretary  \Viii- 
vood  on  Satunlaj,  but  be  keepeth  it  to  carry  it  down  himself, 
and  gocth  down,  as  I  take  it,  to-day.  Ilis  Majesty  may  per- 
ceive by  the  docket  of  the  proclamation  that  I  do  not  only  study 
but  act  that  point  touching  the  Judges  which  his  Majesty  com- 
mandcth  in  your  last. 

Yestcnlay  was  a  day  of  great  good  for  his  Majesty's  service 

aud  the  peace  of  this  kin^lom  concerning;  duels,  by  occasion  of 

Darcy's  case.     I  spake  big,  and  publishing  his  Majesty's  strait 

charge  to  me,  said  it  had  struck  me  blind,  as  in  point  of  duels 

and  cartels,  etc.  I  should  not  know  a  coronet  from  a  hatband. 

I  wan  bold  also  to  declare  how  excellently  his  Majesty  had  ex- 

prrsf^xl  to  me  a  contemplation  of  his  touching  duels :  that  is, 

that  when  he  came  forth   and  saw  himself  princely  attended 

with  goodly  noblesse  and  gentlemen,  he  entered  into  the  thought 

that  none  of  their  lives  were  in  certainty  not  for  twenty*four 

hours  from  the  duel ;  for  it  was  but  a  heat  or  a  mistaking,  and 

then  a  lye,  and  then  a  challenge,  and  then  life :  saying  that  I 

did  not  marvel,  seeing  Xerxes  shed  tears  to  think  none  of  his 

great  army  should  be  alive  once  within  a  hundred  years,  his 

Iklajcsty  were  touched  with  compassicm  to  think  that  not  one  of 

his  attendance  but  monght  be  dead  within  twenty-four  hours  by 

the  duel.  This  I  write  l)ccnu9C  his  Majesty  may  be  wary  what  he 

•aith  to  me  (in  things  of  this  nature),  T  being  so  apt  to  play  the 

blab.     In  this  also  I  forgot  not  to  prepare  the  Judges,  and  wish 

them  to  profess,  and  as  it  were  to  denounce,  that  in  all  cases 

of  duel  capital  before  them,  they  will  use  equal  severity  towards 

the  insolent  murder  by  the  duel  and  the  insidious  murder; 

and  that  they  will  extirpate  that  difference  out  of  the  opinions 

of  men ;  which  they  did  excellent  well. 

1  must  also  say,  that  it  was  the  first  time  that  I  heard  my 
Lord  of  Anmdcl  S[)eak  in  that  place ;  and  I  do  assure  your 
Lordship  he  doth  excellently  become  the  court;  he  speakcth 
wisely  and  weightily,  and  yet  easily  and  clearly,  as  a  great 
noUeman  should  do. 

There  hath  been  a  proceeding  in  ibe  King's  Bench  against 

>  8teplitnt*tfini€oUaetioD,p.  IM.    Fram  the  origiiisL 
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Bertram's  keeper  for  raiMleiTicanor,  and  I  have  pnt  a  little  pam- 
phlet (prettily  pennM  by  one  Mr.  Trotte,  that  I  i«rt  on  work 
touching  the  whole  business,)  to  the  press  by  my  IjOhI  Chan- 
cellor's advice. 

1  pray  God  direct  his  Majesty  in  the  Cloth  business,  that  tliat 
thorn  may  be  once  out  of  our  sides.  His  Majesty  knowcth  my 
opinion  ab  antiquo.  Thanks  be  to  GckI  for  your  health,  and 
long  may  you  live  to  do  us  all  good.     I  rest 

Your  true  and  most  devoted  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon. 

a. 

VilHcrs  had  risen  rapidly  in  dignity,  but  ho  had  yet  to  bo  providod 
with  means  of  supporting  it.  Grants  from  the  Croirn,  whether  of 
lands,  goods,  or  patents,  would  natumlly  pass  through  the  hands  of 
the  King's  Attorney  and  Solicitor:  Bacon  would  naturally  feel 
a  special  and  pcrsouni  interest  in  tliis  particular  ease :  and  we  may 
take  tho  following  report  to  Villiers  of  tho  state  of  *Miis  own  busi- 
ness/* as  a  kind  of  supplement  to  the  advice  which  he  had  given 
him  concerning  tho  demands  of  his  public  position. 

To  THE  Lord  Viscount  Villikrs.^ 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  am  glad  to  fnid  your  Lonlship  mindful  of  your  own 
business,  and  if  any  man  put  yon  in  mind  of  it,  I  do  not  dislike 
that  neither ;  but  your  liOrdsliip  may  assure  yountelf,  in  what- 
soever you  commit  to  me  your  Lordship's  further  care  shall  ho 
needless.  For  I  desire  to  take  nothing  from  my  master  and  my 
friend  but  care ;  atid  therein  I  am  so  covetous,  as  I  will  leave 
them  as  little  as  may  be. 

Now  therefore  things  arc  grown  to  a  conclusion  touching  your 
land  and  odicc,  I  will  give  your  Lordship  an  account  of  that 
which  is  passed,  and  acquaint  your  judgment  (which  I  know  to 
be  great  and  capable  of  anything)  with  your  own  business ;  that 
you  may  discern  the  difference  between  doing  things  substan* 
tially  and  between  shuiHing  and  talking.  And  first  for  your 
Patent. 

First,  it  was  my  counsel  and  care  that  your  book  should  be 
fee-farm,  and  not  fee-simple ;  whereby  the  rent  of  the  crown  in 
succession  is  not  diminished,  and  yet  the  quantity  of  the  land 

Stephens's  first  collection,  p.  188.    From  the  origtnaL 
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which  yon  bare  upon  your  value  is  enlarged ;  whereby  you  have 
both  honour  and  profit. 

Secondly,  By  the  belp  of  Sir  Lyoncl  Cranficld  I  advanecd  the 
value  of  Sberboum  from  2G000/.  (wbicb  was  thougbt  and  ad- 
mitted by  my  Loni  Treasurer  and  Sir  John  Deeoomb,  as  a  value 
of  great  favour  to  your  Lordship,  liceause  it  was  a  thousand 
pouud  more  than  it  was  valued  at  to  Somerset)  to  thirty-two 
thousand  pounds;  whereby  there  was  six  thousand  pounds 
gotten,  and  yet  justly. 

Thinlly,  I  advised  the  course  of  rating  Ilartington  at  a  hun- 
dred years  purehase,  and  the  rest  at  thirty-five  years  purchase 
fee-farm,  to  lie  set  down  and  expressed  in  the  warrant ;  that  it 
may  appear  and  remain  of  record,  that  your  Lordship  had  no 
other  rates  made  to  you  in  favour  than  such  as  purchasers  upon 
sale  arc  seldom  drawn  unto;  whereby  you  have  honour. 

Fourthly,  That  lease  to  the  feofTccs,  which  was  kept  as  a  secret 
in  the  deskc^  (and  was  not  only  of  Ilartington,  but  also  of  most 
of  the  other  particulars  in  your  lK)ok)  I  caused  to  be  throughly 
looked  into  and  provided  for ;  without  which  your  assurance  had 
heen  nothing  worth.  And  yet  I  liandlcfl  it  so,  and  made  the 
matter  so  well  understood,  as  you  were  not  put  to  be  a  suitor  to 
the  Prince  for  his  goodwill  in  it,  as  others  ignorantly  thought 
you  must  have  done. 

Fidhly,  Tlie  Annexation'  (which  no  body  dreamt  of,  and  which 
some  idle  bold  lawyer  would  |ierhaps  have  said  had  been  needless, 
and  yet  is  of  that  weight,  that  there  was  never  yet  any  man  that 
would  purehase  any  such  land  from  the  King,  except  he  had  a 
declaration  to  discharge  it,)  I  was  provident  to  have  it  discharged 
hy  declaration. 

Sixthly,  Lest  it  should  be  said  that  your  Lordship  was  the 
first  (except  the  Queen  and  the  Prince)  that  brake  the  Annexa- 
tion upon  a  mere  gift ;  for  that  others  had  it  discharged  only 
upon  sale,  which  was  for  the  King's  profit  and  necessity;  I 
found  a  remedy  for  that  also ;  because  I  have  carved  it  in  the  de- 
daration,  as  that  this  was  not  gift  to  your  Lordship,  but  rather 
a  purchase  and  exchange  (as  indeed  it  was)  for  Sherbourn. 

Seventhly  and  lastly,  I  have  taken  order  (as  much  as  in  me 
was)  that  your  Lordship  in  these  things  which  you  have  passed 

■  IMIv  Itt  eolL    Deske  ind  eolL 

'  TIm  Minrsation  bj  which  huidt,  etc.,  were  united  or  sanezed  to  the  Puehiee 
of  OomwaU  and  Lsnctiter.    (Noie  by  Stephent.) 
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be  not  abused,  if  you  part  with  them :  for  I  have  taken  notes  in 
a  book  of  their  values  and  former  oflert. 

Now  for  your  Office. 

First,  Whereas  my  Lord  Tcynham,  at  the  first,  would  hare 
had  your  Lordship  have  had  but  one  life  in  it,  and  lie  another; 
and  my  Lord  Treasurer,  and  the  Solicitor,  and  Dcecombe,  were 
alx)ut  to  give  way  to  it ;  1  turned  utterly  that  course,  telling  them 
that  you  were  to  liave  two  lives  in  it,  as  well  as  Somerset  had. 

Secondly,  I  have  accordingly,  in  the  assurance  from  your 
deputies,  made  them  acknowledge  the  trust  and  give  security 
not  only  for  your  Lonlship's  time,  but  after ;  so  as  you  may 
dispose  (if  you  should  die,  which  1  would  be  sorry  to  live  to) 
the  profits  of  the  office  by  your  will  or  otherwise  to  any  of  your 
friends  for  their  comfort  and  advancement, 

Thinlly,  I  dealt  so  with  Whitlocke  as  well  as  Heath,  as  there 
was  no  difficulty  made  of  the  surrender. 

Lastly,  I  did  cast  with  myself,  that  if  your  Lordship's  deputies 
hnd  come  in  by  Sir  Edward  Cooke  who  was  tied  to  Somerset,  it 
would  have  l)ccn  subject  to  some  clamour  from  Somerset,  and 
some  question  wh«at  was  forfeited  by  Somerset's  attainder  (being 
but  of  felony)  to  the  King ;  but  now  they  coming  in  from  a  new 
Chief  Justice,  all  is  without  question  or  scruple. 

Thus  your  Lonlship  may  see  my  love  and  care  towanls  you, 
which  I  think  infinitely  too  little  in  respect  of  the  fulness  of 
my  mind ;  but  I  thought  good  to  write  this,  to  make  you  under- 
stand l)cttcr  the  state  of  your  own  busine^ ;  doing  by  you  as  I 
do  by  the  King ;  which  is,  to  do  his  business  safely  and  with 
foresight  not  only  of  to-morrow  or  next  day,  but  afar  off;  and 
not  to  come  fiddling  with  a  report  to  him  what  is  done  every 
day,  but  to  give  up  him  a  good  sum  in  the  end. 

I  purpose  to  send  your  Lordship  a  kalendar  fair  written  of 
those  evidences^  which  concern  your  estate,  for  so  much  as  have* 
passed  my  hands ;  which  in  truth  are  not  fit  to  remain  with 
solicitors,  no  nor  with  friends,  but  in  some  great  cabinet  to  be 
made  for  that  purpose. 

All  this  while  I  must  say  plainly  to  your  Lordship,  that  you 
fall  short  for  your  present  charge,  except  you  play  the  good 


'  So  in  the  Xnd  ooUeetion.    The  copy  in  tho  flnt  ooUsciioii  bs0  *  ovidiiiee.* 
*  So  in  2nd  ooUaotion.    The  Itt  hM  *■■  I  have.' 
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husband;  for  the  oflSce  of  Tcynham  is  in  reversion,  Darcye's 
land  is  in  reversion ;  all  the  land  in  yoar  books  is  but  in  rever- 
mon,  and  yields  you  no  present  profit,  because  you  pay  the  fee- 
farm.  So  as  you  are  a  strange  hetcroclttc  in  grammar,  for  you 
want  the  present  tense;  many  verbs  want  the  pneterperfect 
tenae,  and  some  the  future  tense,  but  none  want  the  present 
tense.  I  will  hereafter  write  to  your  Lordship,  what  I  think  of 
for  that  supply ;  to  the  end  that  you  may,  as  you  have  begun 
to  your  great  honour,  despise  money,  where  it  erosseth  reason  of 
state  or  virtue.  But  I  will  trouble  you  no  further  at  this  time. 
God  ever  preserve  and  prosper  your  Lordship. 

Your  true  and  most  devoted  servant, 
Norember  29, 1616.  Fr.  Bacon. 

4. 

Among  the  persons  implicated  in  the  murder  of  Overbury,  there 
remained  one  whose  case  was  not  yet  disposed  of,  and  presented  a 
peculiar  difficulty.  In  the  arrangements  for  tronnfcrring  the  au- 
thority of  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  to  Ilcllwysse  and  that  of  under- 
gaoler  to  Weston,  Sir  Thomas  Monson  had  been  employed  by  Somerset 
and  Northampton  as  a  mcHsengcr.  It  did  not  follow  that  he  had  any 
reason  to  suspect  the  object  of  those  measures,  but  as  they  were  in 
fact  preliminary  conditions  without  which  the  murder  could  not  havo 
been  accomplished,  his  employment  in  them  exposed  him  to  grave 
suspicion.  Coke  examined  him,  and  easily  concluding  that  he  was 
guilty,  reported  to  the  King  that  he  was  about  to  proceed  against 
him  as  an  accessory  before  the  fact.  Up  to  this  time  the  persons 
brought  to  trial  had  been  persons  about  whom  the  King  knew  no* 
thing,  and  he  had  been  content  to  take  Cokeys  word  for  the  sulD* 
cieucy  of  the  evidence.  But  Sir  Thomas  Mpnsou  was  a  gentleman 
belonging  to  the  Court,  of  good  character  and  position,  a  Knight 
aud  a  Baronet,  with  friends ;  and  before  he  would  believe  him  guilty 
of  nuch  a  crime  he  desired  to  vee  the  depositions.  lie  accordingly 
sent  to  Coke  for  the  papers,  and  finding  upon  careful  examination 
that  the  evidenee  was  too  inconclusiYc  as  it  stood  to  justify  a  verdict 
of  guilty,  directed  him  to  defer  the  trial,  **  that  it  might  be  seen  what 
other  evidence  would  come  against  him.*'>  But  before  the  order 
arrived  the  preparations  had  already  proceeded  so  far  that  the  read- 
ing of  the  indictment  could  not,  in  Coko*B  opinion,  be  dispensed 
with  or  postponed ;  and  on  the  4th  of  December  1015  Monson  was 

'  SUtement  by  tlie  BUKop  of  Bath  aud  Well*,  a»  raported  bj  John  LepCon, 
gitMHB  of  tbt  Prif y  Chainber.    See  Archsologia,  fol.  zli. 
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brought  to  the  bar,  aud  arraigned.  Ho  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  put 
hiuiself  upon  Ood  aud  hia  country ;  after  which  he  waa  romoTcd 
from  the  Court  without  further  proceeding,  and  aeut  to  the  Tower; 
where  he  remained  for  ten  mouths. 

If  tliis  abortive  proceeding  was  really  necessary  (which  I  confess 
1  find  it  very  hard  to  believe)  it  must  bo  said  that  it  was  a  very  un- 
lucky necessity,     llud  the  indictment  biH^n  simply  deferred,  it  mi^ht 
?  have  been  proceeded  witli  whenever  evidence  had  been  collected 

sufficient  to  jutttify  it ;  and  if  such  evidence  were  not  forthcoming, 
the  prisoner  need  only  have  been  discharged,  like  any  one  else  who 
having  been  apprehended  on  suspicion  was  not  found  to  deserve 
prosecution.  But  afVcr  he  had  been  formally  accused  of  a  specified 
crime,  neither  justice  nor  mercy  could  bo  properly  satisfied  by  simply 
letting  him  go.  Justice  entitled  him,  if  innocent,  to  a  verdict  of 
not  guilty.  But  such  a  verdict  could  not  be  had  without  a  trial, 
which  would  havo  involved  the  reopening  of  the  wholo  question  of 
the  murder.  Mercy  might  olFcr  him  a  pardon :  but  pardons  are  for 
the  guilty.  Sir  Thomas  Montton  stood  u{M)n  his  innocence,  confidently 
demanded  trial,  and  expected  acquittal.  And  even  if  the  pardon 
were  so  framed  as  to  imply  a  withdrawal  of  the  accusation,  thero 
was  another  difliculty  in  the  way.  When  tho  trial  was  suddenly 
stopped  on  the  -1th  of  December,  it  was  necessary  to  give  some  ex- 
planation of  so  unusual  a  thing :  and  Coke,  having  (wo  will  hope) 
misunderstood  the  King*s  motive  for  deferring  the  trial,  and  being 
extremely  anxious  that  no  rumour  of  a  doubt  should  get  abroad  as 
to  the  guilt  of  anybody  who  was  to  bo  tried  in  kU  (}ourt,  had  taken 
care  to  inform  the  audience  at  tho  time,  not  only  that  the  interrup- 
tion of  the  proceeding  had  no  reference  to  any  such  doubt,  but  that 
there  was  in  fact  no  doubt  about  the  matter,  and  that  Monaon'a 
protestations  of  innocence  showed  him  "  to  be  indeed  a  very  atheist,'* 
**  tho  proofs  being  so  plain  that  were  to  bo  produced  agaiust  him."' 

This  was  the  last  official  declaration  concerning  his  case.  But  no 
further  evidence  having  been  brought  out  in  the  course  of  tho  sub- 
sequent examinations  aud  trials  to  throw  fresh  light  upon  it,  he  was 
in  the  beginning  of  October,  IGIG,  released  from  the  Tower  upon 
bail,  and  allowed  liberty  for  a  year ;'  and  the  case  waa  now  upon  hia 
petition  referred  to  Bacon  and  Yelverton,  with  the  question,  what 
should  be  done :  and  hero  is  their  report. 

>  Throckmorton  to  TurnbuU,  20  Dee.  1616.     See  *  Court  and  Times  of  James 
I.'  vol.  i.  p.  384. 
*  Chamberlain  to  Csrleton,  Oct.  12, 1616.  8.  P.  Dom.  James  I.  vol.  so.  no.  62. 
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Ceetipicate  of  Bacon  and  Yelvbrton  concerning  Sir 

Thomas  Monson's  casb.^ 

It  may  please  yonr  most  excellent  Ma***, 

Acconling  to  your  pleasure  signified  to  me  your  Attorney 
by  word  of  mouth,  we  have  considered  of  the  state  of  Sir  Tlio- 
mas  Moiuisou's  ease,  and  what  is  fit  further  to  be  done  in  it. 
And  wc  arc  of  opiuion, 

First,  that  it  is  altogether  unfit  to  have  a  proceeding  to  a 
trial,  both  because  the  evidence  itself  (for  so  much  as  we  know 
of  it)  ia  conjectural,  as  also  for  that  to  rip  up  those  matters  now 
will  neither  be  agreeable  to  the  justice  nor  to  the  mercy  for- 
merly used  by  your  Majesty  towanis  others. 

Secondly,  to  do  nothing  in  it  is  neither  safe  for  the  gentleman  [ 

nor  honourable  (as  we  conceive)  for  your  Majesty,  whose  care  of 
justice  usetb  not  to  become  faint  or  weary  in  the  latter  end. 

Therefore  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  ease  fit  for  your  Ma- 
jesty's panlon,  as  upon  doubtful  evidence,  and  that  Sir  Thomas 
Mounson  plead  the  same  publicly,  with  such  protestations  of  f 

his  iunocency  as  he  thinks  good,  and  so  the  matter  may  come 
to  a  regular  and  just  period ;  wherein  the  very  reading  of  the 
pardon  which  shall  recite  the  evidence  to  Ix;  doubtful  and  con- 
jectural, added  to  his  own  protestations,  is  as  much  for  the 
reputation  of  the  gentleman  as  we  think  eonveuient,  cousideriug 
how  things  have  formerly  passed. 

Hereupon  we  have  advised  with  the  Lord  Cliancellor,  whom 

we  find  of  the  same  opinion.    All  which  nevertheless  we  in  all 

bamblenesa  submit  to  your  Majesty's  better  judgment. 

Your  M/s  most  bumble  and  most 

bounden  servants, 

Fr.  Bacon. 

Hbnrt  Yelverton. 
7Ui  of  December,  1610. 

Thu  advice  was  acted  upon.  The  King  ordered  Bacon  to  draw 
up  a  pardon  for  Sir  Thomas  Monsoo,  which  was  accordingly  done. 
The  preamble  ran  as  follows : 

'  8.  P.  Dom.  Jtmes  I.  toL  89,  no.  66.  Written  in  the  hand  of  one  of  Bseon't 
torn.    Bignetiuet  originel.    BaSe  inaerted  epperently  by  Yd? crton. 


*^ 
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"  Cumqiie  honor!  Itogis  maximc  convcniat  res  ct  cauMw  per- 
vcstigarc,  ne  per  dcfoctnm  inquisitionis  innoccns  oondcmnctur 
vcl  nocens  absolvatur,  quandoquidcm  cvidcntiaB  et  prolmtioncs 
criminnm  undo  pncfatus  Thomas  ^lounson  miles  ct  Baroncttns 
(ut  perrcrtur)  indictatns  cxistit,  minimc  ccrtic  et  plonro  scd 
dubios  ct  conjecturalcs  existant,  etc.  Sciatis  igitur  qaod  nos 
tarn  pictate  quam  justitiA  moti,  pcrdonavimus/'  etc. 

On  tho  12th  of  Fcbniar}-  1610-7  Sir  Thomas  appeared  at  the  bar 
of  tho  Kin^^fl  Bench,  delirered  up  his  |iardon,  and  when  it  had  been 
read  addressed  the  Court.  The  substanee  of  his  speech  was  a  solemn 
proteBtiition  of  his  innocence.  The  preamble  of  the  pardon  itself 
admitted  that  the  proofs  and  eTidences  were  insuflicient.  **  Which 
testimony  of  record  (he  said)  though  it  might  abundantly  satisfy 
any  impartial  judgment,  yet  for  the  more  full  and  ample  clearing  of 
my  reputation  to  the  world,  which  next  my  conscience  to  God  I 
hold  the  dearest  thing  to  mo  in  this  life,  I  do  here  before  him  who 
knoweth  the  secrets  of  all  hearts,  in  the  face  of  this  high  seat  of  Jus- 
tice, profess  anl  protest  thst  I  am  guiltless  of  tho  blood  of  that  mau 
for  which  I  stand  here  indicted,  guiltless  of  the  fact,  guiltless  of  the 
procurement  thereof,  guiltless  of  the  privity  or  consent  thereto, 
directly  or  indirectly." 

Tlie  Chief  Justice  (Sir  II.  Montagu)  acknowledged  in  his  reply 
that  tho  case  was  exceptional,  and  a  protestation  of  innocency  legi- 
timate. "It  is  true,  as  you  say,  that  every  pnrdon  is  an  implied 
confession  of  the  fact ;  but  yours  is  not  so,  but  is  a  declaration  of 
your  innocency.  .  .  .  Tour  pardon  is  not  a  pardon  of  grace  accord- 
ing to  tho  common  form,  but  is  granted  fam  pietaie  qumm  jtuiUii 
motif  as  the  pardon  itself  says.**^ 

And  so  the  matter  ended. 

6. 

It  is  about  this  time  that  wo  have  the  Orst  news  of  an  anonymous 
letter,  famous  in  its  day  and  still  worth  preserving,  but  holding  a 
|K>sition  in  our  literature  much  above  its  right,  and  duo  to  a  misoon* 
ception. 

Ou  tho  2lBt  of  December  ICIO,  Chamberlain  writes  to  Carleton, 
after  sending  the  latest  news  about  Sir  Edward  Coke, 

"  There  is  a  discourse  abroad  by  way  of  advice  to  him.  By  that  little 
I  saw  of  it,  it  is  worth  the  having,  sad  I  have  wished  Mr.  Shcrburn  (o 
get  it  for  you,  and  told  htm  tho  mean,  though  I  csnnot  do  it  myself.*^ 

*  S.  P.  Dom.  James  I.  voL  90,  no.  62.  *  Id.  voL  SO,  no.  S7. 
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On  the  same  day  Sherburn  himself  writes — 

**  I  am  bold  to  tend  you  this  paper  which  I  think  it  not  yet.como  to 
jour  bands,  beiny;  the  advice  of  a  concealed  friend  to  Sir  Edward  Cooke. 
The  trtiib  and  plainness  which  he  useth  maketh  it  the  better  liked,  and  I 
am  of  opinion  yoar  Lordship  will  bo  well  pleased  in  reading  tlie  same."* 

On  the  22ud  of  February,  iu  annwer  apparently  to  some  inquiry 
as  to  tbe  authonhip  of  the  psijier,  Chamberlain  writes  again : 

**  I  forgot  in  my  last  to  signify  all  I  i*ouId  learn  touching  the  author  of 
tbat  discourse  to  the  Lord  Cooke.  Some  father  it  upon  Mr.  Attorney, 
■omo  upon  Josnah  Uall  or  Dr.  Hay  ward,  and  some  upon  one  of  those  you 
^c ;  but  certainty  we  hare  ndno.**' 


A  correspondent  of  Tobio  ]Matthow*s,  writing  to  him  before  his 
return  to  England  about  the  miscarriage  of  a  packet  with  which  he 
bad  been  charged  from  *'  Mr.  Attorney'*  (that  is,  Bacon),  adds  at 
tbe  end  of  his  letter, 

'*  I  here  send  you  for  your  pastime  a  Letter  Consolatorie,  which  was 
written  to  the  great  judge  upon  his  disgrace ;  nor  is  it  an  ill  one  in  my 
opinion,  where  the  passion  of  zeal  docs  not  sway  the  writer ;  but  tliero  he 
is  as  absurd  as  any  prentice  would  make  a  shift  to  be.'*' 

The  paper  alluded  to  in  each  case  is  oue  of  which  there  are  many 
eoutemporary  copies  scattered  about  in  collections,  under  various 
titles,  and  all  without  any  name  subscribed.  Though  of  some  value 
for  the  light  it  throws  ui)ou  the  state  of  political  parties  and  opinions 
at  the  time,  I  should  not  myself  have  thought  it  worth  any  parti- 
cular notice  if  the  blank  loft  for  the  name  of  the  writer  had  not  been 
filled  up  by  somebody  with  the  name  of  Bacon,  nnd  secured  for  it 
(with  the  general  cont^ent  of  editors,  biographers,  and  critics)  a  place 
among  his  works.  When  a  writing  has  been  once  printed  with  a 
man's  name,  to  show  that  there  is  no  sufiicient  reason  for  supposing 
that  it  was  his  is  not  thought  enough :  you  are  expected  to  show  suf- 
.  ficieiit  reason  for  concluding  that  it  was  not :  and  though  I  do  not 
admit  the  challenge  to  be  fair,  1  am  willing  in  this  case  to  accept  it. 
With  the  lielp  of  what  lias  gone  before,  1  think  1  can  show  that 
whoever  the  author  of  this  paper  may  have  been,  he  cannot  have 
been  Bacon ;  but  I  must  waste  a  little  ink  and  paper  upon  it. 

For  the  general  consent  of  editors  iu  printing  it  as  his,  we  are 
indebted  I  believe  to  an  inadvertency  on  the  part  of  Bobert  Ste« 
phent.  In  1G^8,  more  than  thirty  years  afVee  the  time  when  it  was 
written,  a  volume  appeared  with  the*title  of  '*  Bemains  of  the  Bight 

'  8.  P.  Dom.  James  I.  toI.  80,  no.  88.  *  Id.  vol.  00,  no.  79. 

*  lfattbew*s  CkiUectioa  of  Letters,  p.  IQl. 
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llonourablo  Francis  Lord  Vcrulain/*  etc.,  aud  this  letter  apiicared 
in  it.  From  the  "  Romains  *'  it  was  promoted  to  tho  "  Cabala  *' — 
a  volume  of  superior  character  iu  other  respects,  but  equally  with* 
out  any  responsiblo  editor  or  any  traces  of  intelligent  editorial  super* 
vision.  On  the  authority  of  the  "Remains"  and  the  ''Cabala** 
together,  it  was  included  by  Stephens  in  his  "Letters  and  Memoirs  of 
2Sir  Francis  Bacon  **  (1702) ;  but  with  one  material  and  unjusti* 
fiablc  alteration  introduced  cither  by  himself  or  his  printer.  Though 
the  editors  both  of  tho  "Remains**  and  tho  "Cabala"  must  be 
understood  as  assuming  that  it  was  writt4*n  by  Bacon,  they  both 
printed  it  as  they  found  it,  with  a  blank  iu  the  place  of  signature ; 
showing  that  it  was  not  written  in  the  writer*s  name.  Stephens  in- 
serted Bacon*s  name  at  tho  bottom,  and  thereby  not  only  settled  tho 
question  of  authonihip  but  gave  it  the  character  of  an  ordinary  let* 
ter  from  one  man  to  another ;  and  this  without  notice  of  the  inno* 
ration.  Having  once  apjieared  in  that  form  in  a  collection  of  that 
authority,  it  is  not  surpriiiing  that  it  continued  to  keep  its  place 
among  Bacon's  letters,  which  have  not  hitherto  been  studied  either 
by  editors  or  ciitics  or  biographers  with  attention  enough  to  sug* 
gest  tho  difllcuity.  How  Stephens  himself  came  to  overlook  it,  is 
less  easy  to  explain.  lie  was  in  general  so  careful  and  intelligent 
an  editor  and  bo  well-informed  a  man,  that  to  a  modern  reader  who 
has  taken  pains  to  understand  this  letter  it  umy  well  seem  strange 
that  he  was  not  struck  with  the  absurdity  of  supposing  that  Bacon 
wrote  it.  But  the  absurdity  was  not  so  obvious  then  as  it  is  now. 
The  history  of  the  aflairs  to  which  it  relates  was  not  no  easy  of  ae* 
cess,  the  correspondence  which  contains  it  having  for  tlio  most  part 
remained  unpublished  till  after  Stephens's  death;  and  I  am  not 
sure  that  he  had  tho  means  of  understanding  the  nature  of  tho  trans* 
actions  to  which  the  writer  of  the  letter  alludes. 

It  was  owing  to  the  Mfyh  (which  has  a  strong  character  of  its  own, 
quite  unlike  Bacon's)  that  I  was  myself  first  led,  in  spite  of  the  sig* 
nature,  to  quention  tho  authorship.  But  when  I  came  to  examine 
the  sense  and  understand  the  allusions,  I  louii'l  the  mutter  still  more 
conclusive  than  the  style. 

it  will  bo  obvious  even  on  a  cursory  reading  that  the  writer, 
though  ho  had  somo  grudges  against  Coko  on  personal  grounds, 
sympathised  with  him  iu  his  political  action  and  regarded  him  as 
the  champion  of  the  Commonwealth ;  which  could  never  have  been 
Bacon's  case.  A  sense  of  former  ungracious  usage,  and  a  certain 
satiBfuction  at  the  opportunity  now  presented  of  repaying  it  by  a 
lecture  which  though  wholesome  would  be  disagreeable,  gives 
flavour  to  his  criticism ;  but  no  part  of  the  blame  is  bestowed  upon 
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the  spirit^  pnqiose,  op  policy  of  «ny  of  Coke's  recent  proceedings 
all  which  he  entirely  approves  and  applaudi^, — blaming  only  the  ill 
inan«g*ement  which  had  caused  the  ill  success.     He  begins  with  an 
apology  for  the  liberty  he  is  about  to  take  in  speaking  plainly.     At 
other  time's,  he  says,  he  has  not  been  able  to  do  so  safely ;  but  afflic* 
tion  is  sent  from  lleavon  to  plough  the  heart  and  prepare  it  to  re- 
ceive the  seed  of  wisdom  and  bring  forth  the  increase  of  grace ;  and 
*'  BupiNMiug  this  to  be  the  time  of  his  sfiliction  *'  he  will  take  advan- 
tage  of  it  to  perform  the  ofTire  of  s  true  frieud,  and  tell  him  his 
faults,    llien  follows  a  careful  enumeration  and  exponition  of  the 
defects  which  mar  his  virtues ;  •  as  a  habit  of  speaking  without  listen- 
ing, of  preferring  his  own  arguments  though  they  be  the  weaker,  of 
expatiating  out  of  his  element,  of  **  cloyin<;  his  audience  when  ho 
would  be  observed,'*  of  conversing  with  none  but  underlings,  and 
with  them  only  as  a  schoolmaster  with  scholars,  of  praising  and  dis- 
gracing upon  slight  grounds,  of  unseemly  jesting  at  men  in  public, 
of  making  the  law  lean  too  much  to  his  opinion,  and  of  spending 
his  wealth  upon  himself:    in  all  which   gt'ucnil  censures  Bacon, 
though  ho  would  have  expressed  them  differently,  woulj,  probably 
have  concurred  Hubstautially.     But  from  this  the  writer  proceeds  to 
a  particular  criticism  of  Cokc*s  management  of  the  Overbury  busi* 
ness,  and  so  enables  us  to  judge  (being  so  well  acquainted  as  we 
now  are  with  all  the  detailn)  how  much  he  knew  about  it  and  where 
he  got  his  information.     As  there  is  some  obscurity  in  the  style  at 
this  part — which  I  attribute  to  a  not  unreasonable  apprehension  of 
the  Star  Chamber,  before  which  an   unambiguous  avowal  of  the 
opinions  implied  would  probably  have  been  virtilcd  with  a  fine  for 
scandalising    the   Govenimciit — I  give  the    whole    passage  as  it 
stands. 

**  In  your  last»  which  might  have  been  your  best,  piece  of  service  to  the 
State,  aflerting  to  follow  that  old  rule  which  gives  JuKticc  leaden  heels  and 
iron  hands,  you  used  too  many  delays  till  the  dclinquentH*  bauds  were  loose 
and  yours  bound ;  in  that  work  you  seemed  aaother  Fabius,  but  there  the 
humour  of  Marrellos  would  have  done  better :  what  need  you  have  sought 
more  evidence  than  enough?  Wliilst  you  pretended  the  finding  out  of 
more,  missing  your  aim  you  discredited  what  you  hod  found.  Tlio  best 
judgments  think,  though  you  never  used  such  speeches  as  are  fathered 
upon  you,  yet  you  might  well  have  done  it  and  done  but  right.  For  this 
crime  wss  second  to  none  but  the  powder«plot.  That  would  have  blown 
up  all  at  a  blow,  a  merciful  cruelty.  This  would  have  done  the  same  by 
degrees,  a  lingering  but  ss  sure  a  way :  one  by  one  might  have  been 
culled  out  tall  all  opposers  had  been  removed.  Besides,  that  other  plot  was 
sfandalous  to  Borne,  making  popery  odious  in  the  sight  of  all  the  world : 
this  hath  been  /eandalons  to  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  ever  since  the  first 
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nnllitj*  to  tbis  inntant.  when  Justice  hath  her  hAnds  boand.  Tlie  deril 
eould  not  hare  invented  a  more  miichieTOut  praetice  to  our  state  and  ehureh 
tlian  thia  is,  hath  Ueen,  and  in  like  to  Ue.  Gotl  arert  the  eril.  But  herein 
you  committed  another  fault,  that  at  you  were  too  open  in  the  prooeedini^ 
and  00  taught  them  where  to  defend  themaeWeii,  no  you  f^re  tliem  time  to 
undermine  juaticc,  and  to  work  upon  all  advantaf^e  both  of  afloctiona  and 
humours  and  opportunities  and  brearhet  of  friendHhip ;  which  they  have  ao 
well  followed  (sparing  neither  )iains  nor  cost)  that  it  almost  seems  an 
oflVnce  in  you  to  have  done  so  much  seeing  tliat  you  did  no  more :'  you 
stopt  the  confessions  and  accusations  of  some,  who  perhaps,  if  they  had 
been  suflered,  would  have  spoken  onouali  to  have  removed  some  stumbling- 
block  out  of  your  way ;  and  yet  you  did  not  this  in  true  favour  to  any 
one,  but  out  of  I  know  not  what  present  unadvised  humour,  supposing 
enough  behind  to  discover  all :  which  fell  not  out  so :  for  there  is  tigillmm 
confimtiomt  Hon  conJitcrL  Ilowevrr,  (as  the  A))ostlc  snys  in  another  case) 
you  went  not  right  to  the  truth :  and  therefore,  though  you  were  to  bo 
conunended  for  what  you  did,  yet  you  were  to  bo  reprehended  for  many 
circumstances  in  the  doing,  which  o<Tasioned  thai  there  was  no  more  done. 
And  doubtless  Go<l  liath  in  this  cross  an  eye  to  the  negligence,  and  these 
briars  are  left  to  be  pricks  in  your  side  and  thorns  in  your  eyes."* 

Now  if  the  reader  will  turn  back  to  tho  last  volume,  p.  338,  he  will 
Gnd  what  all  this  means.  This  '*  crime  second  to  none  but  tho 
powder-plot  ** — this  plot  through  wbich  "  one  by  one  might  have  been 
culled  out  till  all  oppOHcrs  had  been  removed" — can  be  no  other  than 
that  which  Franklin  in  bia  conference  with  Dr.  AVhiting  on  the  28lh 
of  November  1G15  offered  to  reveal,  and  which  Coke  on  the  4th  of 
December  following  announced  ns  a  di:icovery  that  mode  ''our 
deliverance  as  great  as  any  that  happened  to  the  children  of  Israel.** 

"  There  were  greater  persons  in  this  matter  than  were  yet  known."  .  .  • 
'*  Tho  Chief  Justice  .  .  .  hath  not  come  to  the  ground  of  the  business ;  for 
more  were  to  be  poisoned  and  murdered  than  are  yet  known,  and  ho  mar* 
velleth  that  they  have  not  been  poisoned  and  murdered  all  this  while.*' 
.  .  .  '*  I  think  next  the  gunpowder  treason  there  was  never  such  a  plot  aa 
this  is.  I  could  discover  knights,  great  men  and  others.*'  ..."  He  gave 
a  glance  at  Sir  William  Mounson  for  the  bringing  of  an  hundred  |K>unds 
for  tho  feeding  of  tho  plot." 

'  That  is,  the  divorco  of  Ladv  Essex  from  her  husband,  prepantory  to  her 
marringc  with  Rochester.  Wo  do  not  know  what  Bacon  thought  about  that  pro- 
ceeding :  ho  never  spoko  of  it  so  far  as  I  am  swore :  but  we  do  know  tlwt  Im  could 
not  jiossibly  have  spoken  of  it  publicly  in  this  way,  whatever  ho  thought. 

•  Tho  old  conies  have  "so  much  indeed  tliat  ^ou  did  no  more:*'  which  being 
unintellurible,  the  editor  of  the  Cabala  has  substituted  '*  that  it  almost  soemeth  an 
Ai^^Aer  offence  in  you  to  have  done  so  much  indeed  tkam  that  you  Iia?e  done  no 
more ;"  wliich  seems  to  mo  to  be  nonsense.  "  Seeing  '*  for  '*  indeed  "  is  my  own 
conjecture. 

*  I  quote  from  a  MS.  in  the  Cotton  libraiy  (Tit.  C.  viL  f.  23),  which  appears 
to  have  belonged  to  Camden. 


12G  LETTERS  AVD  LIFE  OF  TRAJXCIS  BACON.        [Chaf.  III. 

The  writer  of  the  letter  therefore  wiw  one  who  believed  that  this 
great  Popish  potsion-plot  was  a  fiiet — that  Coke  had  in  his  possession 
eridence  of  it  enough  to  proceed  upon — and  that  while  he  was 
Marching  for  more  the  parties  implicated  had  succeeded  in  suppress- 
ing the  enquiry  and  binding  the  hands  of  justice.  Who  can  suppose 
that  Bacon  believed  anything  of  the  kind,  or  that  if  he  did  ho  would 
hsTe  given  utterance  to  his  belief  in  such  a  letter  as  this  ?  A  man  who 
had  heard  Cuke's  public  declaration,  who  got  his  information  in 
PauFs  walk,  and  his  opinion  from  "  the  best  judgments," — that  is, 
from  tlie  leaders  and  clergy  of  the  Puritan  party — mii^hi  have 
believed  that  some  great  Popish  crime  had  been  discovered,  and  had 
been  hushed  up  because  it  concerned  great  persons ;  but  in  Bacon's 
position  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  there  could  have  been  any  hushing 
up  without  his  being  a  party  to  it :  and  tliat  he  could  have  allowed 
the  hint  of  such  a  scandal  against  the  government  to  escape  him  in  a 
letter  which  was  certainly  not  meant  to  be  confidential,  may  be  set 
down  among  the  things  that  are  nhsolutoly  incredible. 

This  paragraph  would  with  me  bo  conclusive :  but  hrre  is  another. 

"But  that  whirli  wc  commend  you  for  arc  the  many  excellent  parts  of 
nature  and  knowledge  of  the  lawB  you  are  endowed  withal :  but  these  are 
<mly  fi^ood  in  their  f^ood  use.  We  therefore  thank  you  for  standing  stoutly 
on  the  behalf  of  the  commonwealth,  hoping  it  proceeds  not  from  a  disposi* 
tion  to  oppose  greatness  (as  your  enemies  say),  but  to  do  juntly  and 
deliver  truth  indifferently  without  respect  to  perKons ;  and  in  this  wo 
pnj  for  your  proitperity  and  are  f«arry  that  good  actions  should  not  ever 
•uecei'd  happily.  But  in  the  carriage  of  iW\»  you  were  faulty :  for  you 
took  it  in  hand  in  an  ill  time,  both  in  renpeet  of  the  then  ]>rescnt  business 
which  it  interrupted,  and  in  regsrd  of  hid  RieknesR  whom  it  concernedt 
whereby  you  dJBunitcd  your  Rtrength  and  made  a  ^ap  for  the  enemy  to 
pass  out  at  and  to  return  and  assault  you.*'  ^ 

The  action  here  referred  to  can  be  no  other  than  which  is  related 
at  laige  in  Bacon's  letter  to  the  King  of  the  20th  of  February 
1615-0  (Vol.  \,  p.  240) — the  preferring  of  indictments  of  Frtsmunire 
in  the  King's  Bench  for  suing  in  Chancery  after  judgment  at  Common 

'  CompsT«  ClMmbcrlAin'B  letter  to«Carleton,  14  Nov.  1616.  Speaking  of  the 
sfMMiination  of  Sir  John  Tyndall,  Master  in  Chaneorr,  he  aavB  **  Mine  autlior, 
Ned  WTmarke,  eites  Sir  William  Walter  for  saying  that  t)ie  fellow  mistook  ]iia 
mark  and  ahouki  hare  ahot  hail-shot  at  the  whole  Court,  which  indeed  grows  great, 
and  engrosses  all  manner  of  cases,  and  hn*cds  general  complaint,  for  a  decree  passed 
tliere  this  term,  subscribed  by  all  the  King*s  learned  Counsel,  whereby  that  Court 
may  receive  and  call  in  question  wliat  judgments  soever  pass  at  the  common  law, 
whereby  the  jurisdiction  of  that  Court  is  enlarged  out  of  measure,  and  so  suits  may 
become  as  it  were  immortal.  Tki»  auceeu  it  come  of  my  Lord  Coke*t  and  tame  of 
the  Jwifee  opjntynimg  the  dmncery  §o  weakly  and  tinteatonably  that  inetead  of 
overthrowing  ike  iXorUtant  onthori'ty,  iheo  have  more  eetablUhed  and  confirmed  it"* 
C  h  T.  of  Jamee  I.  i.  p.  439.  This  shows  clearly  enough  from  what  quarter  (his  criti* 
ofOskeproec«dad.  Chamberlain's  sympathy  was  with  the  modorate  opposition. 


I  . 
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Law — And  which  ended  in  the  King'n  decree  printed  at  page  885. 
Tlie  business  which  it  interrupted  was  the  indictment  ot  the  Somcr* 
setn.  The  sick  person  whom  it  concerned  was  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Eliesmerc,  against  whom  it  was  directed.  The  writer  of  the  letter 
therefore  was  one  who  bolieTcd  that  Coke's  attack  upon  the  Chancery 
was  a  patriotic  act,  winhcd  that  it  had  succeeded*  and  censured  the 
carriage  of  it  only  because  it  had  given  an  advantage  to  **  the  cnemj** 
and  ex{>osed  it  to  defeat.  Bacon,  as  we  have  seen,  regartled  it 
as  a  dangerous  innovation, — a  great  and  public  affront  to  the  legiti- 
mate authority  of  the  Crown,  which  was  not  to  be  allowed  to  **  end 
only  in  some  formal  Atonement,'*  but  to  be  used  as  an  occasion  for 
strengthening  and  c^itnblidhing  the  authority  which  it  assailed ;  and 
the  Accomi>)iHhmrnt  of  this,  which  was  due  chiefly  to  his  own  care, 
judgment,  and  activity,  he  looked  upon  ns  one  of  the  most  vaUiabln 
8er\'iccA  which  he  hnd  l>oen  able  to  render  to  the  commonwealth. 
That  he  could  have  coinplimouted  (^okc  upon  the  virtue  of  the 
attempt  and  condoled  with  him  on  the  failure  of  it,  cannot  1  think  bo 
regarded  as  credible  by  Aiiy  one  who  reiiiombers  the  spirit  in  which 
he  encountered  it  from  the  first  to  the  last,  liut  it  was  precisely  tlio 
view  which  the  Puritan  opposition  took  of  it,  and  in  tho  mouth  of 
any  member  of  that  party  no  language  could  be  more  natural. 

Ihc  question  then  being,  to  whom  shall  we  attribute  a  letter  which 
was  put  forth  anonymously,  and  concerning  the  authorship  of  which 
there  docs  not  exist  even  the  tradition  of  the  opinion  of  any  kno#n 
nian  who  lived  within  80  years  of  the  date,  theso  passages  will  I  pre- 
sume be  thought  sufficient  to  justify  us  in  concluding  that  at  any 
rate  we  cannot  attribute  it  to  Bacon.  It  is  not  necessary  therefore 
to  pursue  this  enquiry  further  in  this  place.  Otherwise  it  might  bo 
shown  that  the  rest  of  the  letter  leads  to  the  same  conclusion.  The, 
writer  having  sufficiently  explained  to  Coke  his  errors  pa^t,  proceeds 
to  offer  him  advice  for  tho  future.  Now  if  we  could  conceive  of 
Bacon  as  in  a  position  to  offer  advice  to  Coko  without  absurdity,  we 
know  pretty  well  wlmt  the  tenor  of  his  advice  would  have  been. 
Would  it  have  been  like  this  which  follows  f 

**  But  DOW  siDco  tho  case  so  stands,  we  desire  you  to  giro  way  to  power, 
and  so  to  fi^lit  that  you  be  not  utterly  broken,  but  reserved  entire  to  serve 
the  commonwealth  again,  and  to  do  wluit  good  yon  can  since  you  cannot 
do  all  the  good  you  would ;  and  since  you  are  fallen  upon  this  rock,  east 
Out  your  goods  to  save  the  bottom :  stop  the  leak  and  make  towards  the 
land ;  learn  of  the  steward  to  make  friends  of  the  unrighteous  Mammon. 

.  .  You  have  enough  to  spare  (being  well  used)  to  turn  the  tide  and 
fetoh  all  things  about  again. 

*'  But  if  you  escape  •  •  •  yet  oonsider  that  accusations  make  woondi  and 
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lem^e  Kctn.  . .  .  Trust  not  reconciled  enciuiet,  but  think  the  peace  U  but 

to  s^MTiw  you  for  further  aJruntagc.  Kz|)ect  a  second  or  a  third  encounter : 

tlie  main  battle  and  the  win^^B  arc  yet  unbroken  ;  they  may  charge  you 

at  vwk  instant  with  Peath  before  them.   Walk  therefore  circumspectly,  and 

if  mt  length  by  the  means  of  our  g<)0<l  M*'**'  and  youri,  you  recover  the 

fttvour  you  hare  lost,  give  God  the  glory  in  action,  not  in  words  only  ;  and 

-member  us  (%%ith  sense  of  your  own  past  misfortune)  whose  estates  and 

idoing  hath,  doth,  and  may  hereafter  lie  in  the  power  of  your  breath.*  .  .  . 

l>o  not  you,  if  you  be  restored,  as  some  others  do,  fly  from  the  serrice  of 

virtue  to  senre  the  time,  as  if  they  repented  their  goodness  or  meant  not 

to  make  a  second  haxard  of  earthly  favour  for  a  reward  that  is  promised 

Id  heaven ;  but  rather  let  this  cross  mako  you  more  zealous  in  God's 

era  use,  sensible  of  ours,  and  more  sincere  in  all ;  which  express  thus. 

"  Vou  liavc  been  a  groat  enemy  to  the  Papists  :  if  you  love  God,  be  so 
utill,  but  more  indeed  than  heretofore;  for  much  of  your  zeal  before  was 
m-asted  in  words ;  call  to  remembrance  they  were  the  persons  that  pro- 
phcaied  of  this  cross  of  yOurs  long  before  it  happened ;  They  saw  the 
utorm  coming,  being  the  principal  contrivers  and  furtherers  of  the  plot, 
the  men  that  blew  the  coals,  heat  the  irons,  made  all  things  ready.  They 
owe  you  a  good  turn,  and  will  if  they  can  pay  it.  You  see  their  hearts  by 
tbeir  deeds.  •  .  .  The  beat  good  work  you  can  do  is  to  do  the  best  you 
can  against  them,  that  is,  to  see  the  law  severely,  justly,  and  diligently 
executed.  .  .  .  For  friends,  though  your  Lordship  be  scant,  yet  I  hope 
you  arc  not  altogether  destitute :  if  you  be,  look  on  good  books.  .  .  .  To 
thf^m  and  to  God^s  holy  Spirit  directing  you  in  the  reading  of  them,  I 
commend  your  Lorddhip  ;  beseeching  him  to  acnd  you  a  good  issue  of  the 
said  troubles,  and  from  hence  to  work  a  reformation  in  all  that  is  amiss, 
and  a  resolute  perscTcrancc  proceeding  and  growth  in  all  that  is  good; 
and  that  for  hia  glcry,  the  benefit  of  yourself,  his  church  and  common- 
wealth, whose  faithful  servant  whilst  you  remain,  I  remain  a  faithful 
servant  to  you." 

Surely  this  is  the  language  of  some  zealous  Puritan,  who  wished 
to  see  Coke  reinBtated  in  order  that  ho  might  be  again  the  great 
enemy  of  the  Papists,  and  the  great  champion  of  the  common  wealth 
against  the  Crown.  Tliere  were  scores  of  men  in  the  country  who 
took  that  view  of  his  case  and  were  quite  competent  to  write  such  a 
letter  an  this.  Why  should  we  go  so  very  far  out  of  the  way  of  all 
probability  as  to  impute  it  to  Bacon  ? 

1  know  that  in  refusing  it  a  place  among  his  works  I  am  opposing 

*  80  in  the  MS.  The  Jtemaint  hat  **  by  our  good  masters  and  govomors." 
The  Cahala  <*good  endeavours.'*  Tlio  "good  mistress"  was  I  presume  the 
Queen,  who  was  supposed  to  favour  Coke.  8eo  Chamberkin  to  Corlcton,  0  Nov. 
161ft.  **  Yet  the  Queen  is  said  to  stand  firm  for  him  and  to  liavo  been  very  earnest 
in  his  belialf,**  etc.    C.  &  T.  i.  435.  ^ 

'  Whom  oouUl  Baeon  have  meant  by  '*us**  in  this  passage,  or  by  ''ours" 
in  the  nest  sentence? 
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myself  to  the  many  eminent  writers  who  have  accepted  it  without  puii- 
ptcion  as  his.  But  it  is  the  absence  of  suspicion  tlmt  diminislics  the 
Talue  of  their  opinion.  They  hare  not  explained  away  the  diflBculty : 
they  hare  overlooked  it.  On  the  other  hand,  I  am  not  without  sup- 
porters. The  error  of  ascribing  this  letter  to  Bacon  was  pointed  out 
long  ago  by  Godwin  in  a  note  to  his  History  of  the  Commonwealth. 
(Vol.  i.  p.  8.)  More  recently  l^Ir.  Gardiner,  another  original  and  dili- 
gent writer,  though  not  awan*  that  the  authomliip  had  been  called  in 
question  before,  came  to  the  same  conclusion  upon  internal  eridence. 
"It  seems  to  mo  (he  says)  to  be  neither  written  in  Bacon's  style 
nor  to  express  his  thoughts.**'  And  I  will  venture  also  to  cite  Lord 
^facnulay ;  though  I  am  not  aware  that  he  ever  delivered  his  opinion 
on  the  question.  For  I  cannot  think  that  he  would  have  foregone 
the  uso  he  might  have  made  of  this  letter  in  painting  the  black  side 
of  Bacon,  if  his  acquaintance  with  tiie  history  of  the  period  had  not 
enabled  him  to  understand  what  it  was  about,  and  satisfied  him  that 
Bacon  could  have  had  no  hand  in  it. 

But  as  there  are  some  persons  who  hold  it  a  kind  of  heresy  to  ques- 
tion tho  authenticity  of  anything  which  has  been  printed  as  authentic 
in  a  book  ^f  good  roiiute,  it  may  bo  as  well  |)erhaps  before  quitting 
the  subject  to  cnll  attention  to  a  modern  discovery  in  a  similar  case, 
which  has  a  direct  bearing  upon  the  present  questiout  as  showing 
that  the  printed  book  on  the  authority  of  which  this  letter  has  been 
ascribed  to  Bacon  is  not  infallible  in  such  matters ;  and  which  ought 
to  6nd  a  place  somewhere  in  this  edition, — tho  rather  because  it  gives 
mo  an  opportunity  to  confess  and  correct  a  misstatement  of  my  own. 
Other  disputable  pieces  aro  contained  in  that  book,  and  hare  been 
received  on  its  authority  among  Bacon's  works.  Some  of  these  are 
still  disputed ;  but  there  is  one  concerning  which  the  dispute  has 
been  within  the  last  few  years  finally  settled,  and  cannot  be  raised 
again. 

All  editions  of  ]kcon  contain  a  theological  piece  entitled  **  The  cha- 
rncters  of  a  believing  Christian  in  paradoxes  and  seeming  contradic- 
tions,*' commonly  spoken  of  as  *'  Christian  Paradoxes.**  It  was  inserted 
by  Blackboume  in  the  first  complfte  edition,  along  with  some  others 
in  like  case ;  but  with  a  prefatory  warning  that  their  authenticity  waa 
dubious.  Birch,  whose  edition  (originally  published  in  five  volumea 
4to  and  afterwards  reprinted  in  ten  volumes  8vo)  kept  the  market 
for  the  best  part  of  a  century,  retained  those  pieces,  but  omitted  the 
prefatory  wanting :  whereby  the  "  Christian  Paradoxes  '*  enjoyed  a 
long  period  of  undisturbed  possession  as  an  acknowledged  work  of 

1  Hist  of  Enaknd,  1609-1616,  vol  U.  p.  S88,  note. 
VOL*  VI.  K 
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Bacon's.  Montagu  restored  tbe  warning,  and  reopened  the  question 
bj  an  elaborate  collection  of  arguments  for  and  against,  but  allowed 
the  "Paradoxes*'  to  keep  their  place  among  Bacon's  theological 
writings.  When  it  came  to  my  own  turn  to  deal  witii  the  question, 
1  decided  to  withdraw  them  from  their  place  among  the  works,  and 
print  them  in  an  appendix,  with  a  preface  explaining  my  reasons  for 
concluding  that  they  were  not  written  by  Bacon.  These  reasons 
were  founded  upon  considerations  of  f/y//*,  simply.  I  saw  nothing 
in  the  opinions,  implied  or  expressed,  which  might  not  have  pro- 
ceeded from  him :  but  I  obsenred  that  **  the  composition  had  none  of 
the  marks  of  his  manner,  but  a  manner  of  its  own  csHcntially  unlike 
hia." 

This  was  in  1.S59.  In  180  (  the  Kev.  Alexander  Grosart,  to  whoso 
afl{*ctionatc  study  of  the  religious  writers  of  that  period  we  owe  so 
many  valu.ib)e  reprints,  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  all  further 
doubt  and  discust*ion  superfluous  by  producing  the  real  author.  The 
work  in  quet<tiou  forms  a  portion  of  the  second  part  of  Herbert 
Palmer's  MemoriaU  of  OodUne*  and  Christ ianitj^.  It  was  published 
by  himself  in  lGi5  and  went  through  no  less  than  twelve  editions 
within  tho  next  63  years.  The  first  edition  of  the  Memorials  (which 
appeared  in  1GI4)  contained,  it  is  true,  the  first  part  only  :  but  the 
twelve  succeeding  ones  which  were  called  for  between  1615  and 
1708  must  all  have  contained  the  "  Christian  Paradoxes:*'  and  a  very 
strange  thing  it  is,  considering  the  number  of  persons  who  must  have 
been  familiar  with  a  work  which  enjoyed  that  kind  of  demand,  that 
when  it  appeared,  only  22  years  after,  in  so  conspicuous  a  book  as 
the  first  opera  omnia  of  Bacon,  there  was  no  one  to  claim  it  for  its 
proper  author ;  and  that  though  it  has  attracted  a  great  dcnl  of  atten- 
tion and  been  the  subject  of  much  dispute  in  later  years — the  question 
in  dispute  being  nothing  less  than  whether  Bacon  was  a  believer  in 
Christianity — Mr.  Grosart  should  have  been  the  first  man  whoso 
reading  extended  far  enough  in  both  regions  to  enable  him  to  set 
the  matter  right.  He  has  reprinted  tho  whole  of  Palmer*s  little 
▼oluroe  from  tho  fifth  edition  (published  in  1655),  and  accom ponied 
it  with  an  interesting  memoir  of  the  man,  and  with  much  critical  and 
bibliographical  matter  of  his  own,  which  make  it  a  valuable  book.^  But 
tbe  proof  of  the  authorship  is  so  complete  and  decisive  that  as 
editor  of  Bacon  I  have  no  further  business  with  it.  All  I  have  to 
do  is  to  disclaim  on  his  behalf  all  property  and  concern  in  it,  and  to 
confess  on  my  own  part  that  while  Mr.  Grosart's  discovery  confirms 
my  judgment  of  these  Paradoxes  both  as  to  authorship  and  character 

*  -Urd  Bsoon  not  ths  author  of  the  'Ohrittian  PmdoxM.*    Printed  for 
prtfMe  ciVDahition,  1864.** 
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—showing  that  I  wu  right  in  concluding  not  only  that  the  writer 
was  not  Bacon  but  that  he  mu  a  profound  belicTer  in  the  Christian 
theology— ho  has  at  the  tamo  time  convicted  me  of  two  grave  edi* 
torial  delinquencies.  I  have  stated  in  my  prefatory  notice  of  the 
*'  ParndoxcA/*  (n*ferring  to  M.  Charles  de  Reuiusat  as  my  authority), 
that  they  "ap|)earcd  tirnt  in  10 1^*),  in  a  separate  pamphlet  under 
Bacon's  name.'*  Instead  of  l(»4«1 1  ought  to  liave  said  lG*i5 ;  and  I 
ought  not  to  have  said  anything  about  the  name.  The  firrit  mistake 
was  probably  a  slip  of  the  eye,  the  figure  8  in  the  French  type 
being  easily  mistakable  for  6.  How  I  came  to  say  that  the  pam- 
phlet appeared  under  Bacon*s  name,  I  cannot  guess.  For  in  the 
note  from  which  I  had  my  information  there  is  nothing  that  could 
have  sug£;este<l  it ;  nor  is  it  the  fact.  The  pamphlet,  of  which  there 
is  a  copy  in  the  British  Museum,  bears  no  writer's  name.  If  the 
controversy  were  still  open,  I  should  show  that  the  correction  of  this 
error,  instead  of  weakening  my  argument,  helps  it.  But  that  question 
is  closed :  and  I  hope  this  other  may  now  be  considered  as  closed 
likewise. 

0. 

A  letter  from  Bacon  to  the  University  of  Cambridge,  which  being 
dated  the  5th  of  July  ought  in  duo  order  to  have  come  in  a  little 
before,  will  perhaps  be  read  more  conveniently  hero,— in  connexion 
with  another  which  belongs  properly  to  the  time  at  which  wo  have 
arrived. 

lie  was  standing  counsel  to  the  University.  In  their  letter  of 
congratulation  on  his  being  made  a  Privy  Councillor,  they  had  ex- 
pressed, it  seems,  some  apprehension  that  his  new  dignity  would 
interfere  with  his  duties  in  that  relation ;  some  fear  that  it  would,  or 
some  hope  that  it  would  not.  The  following  letter,  for  which  we 
are  indebted  to  Tcnison,  is  his  answer. 

Rescriftum   Procvratoris  Rkois  Primarii^  ad  Academiam 
Cantabrigiensem,  quando  in  Sanctius  Regis  Consilium 

CO-OPTATUS    FUITJ 

Gratffi  mihi  fucrc  litcne  rcstrx.,  atquc  gratulationcm  vcstram 
ipse  mihi  gratulon  Rem  ipsam  ita  mihi  honori  et  voluptati 
fore  ducO|  si  in  h&c  mentc  mancami  ut  publicis  utilitatibus, 
studio  indefcaso,  ct  pcrpctuis  curis,  et  puro  afTcctu^  inscrviam. 
Inter  partes  autcra  rcipublica^  nulla  animo  moo  carior  cat  qukm 
acadcmiie  ct  litcne.     Idquc  et  vita  mea  anteacta  dcclarat,  ct 

'  Bsconisns,  p.  87.    Tliere  it  s  manuaeript  oopjr  in  Slosae  ICSS.  8MS,  f.  86. 
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scripta.    Itaqne  quicquid  mihi  acccsscrit,  id  ctiam  vobis  aocessisso 

cxistimarc  potcstis.     Ncque  vcro  patrociniiim  ractim  vobis  sub- 

latum  aut  diminutum  esse  crcdcrc  dcl)cti8.     Nam  ci  ca  pars 

patroni  qnsc  ad  consilium  in  cau»is  cx1iil>cndum  spcrtat,  intcgra 

manet;  atqiic  ctiam  (si  quid  gravius  accident)  ipsura  perorandi 

munus  (Hccntift  Regis  obtcntu)   rclictum   est;    quodque  juris 

patrocinio  dccrit^  id  auctiore  potentate  compensabitur.     Mihi  in 

TOtis  cstj  ut  quemadmodum  k  privatorum  ct  clicntclarum  ncgotiis 

ad  gubemacula  reipublicse  translatus  jam  sum ;  ita  ct  postrema 

aetatia  mcie  pars  (si  Yita  suppctit)  ctiam  a  publicis  curia  ad  otium 

et  litems  dcvehi  possit.     Quinetiam  saspius  sul)it  ilia  cogitatio, 

ut  etiam  in  tot  ct  tantis  nogotii»,  tamcn  singulis  annis  aliquos 

dies  apud  ros  de|x>nam ;  ut  ex  majore  vcstrarum  rcrum  notitift 

▼estria  ntilitatibua  melius  consulcrc  possim. 

Amicus  vcstcr  maxim^  fidelis  et  bcncvolns^ 

Fa.  Bacon.^ 
6  Jnlii  1610. 

Hie  first  occasion  on  which  the  University  had  to  call  for  his  help 
af^er  his  advancement  to  the  Council-board  was  a  petition  from  the 
townspeople  of  Cambridge  for  a  new  charter.  The  Major,  Bailiffs^ 
and  BurgCBses  petitioned  the  King  to  give  the  University  and  Cor- 
poration of  Cambridge  equal  rank  with  the  Univcrnity  and  City  of 
Oxford,  and  therefore  ^'  to  incorporate  them  to  be  a  City  by  tlio  name 
of  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Cicizens  of  the  City  of  Combridge,*'  with 
such  liberties,  privileges,  franchises,  etc.,  as  the  Lord  CImncellor, 
the  Lord  Treasurer,  and  the  Attorney-General  should  think  meet. 

*  1  WM  fftyA  to  iTceiroyour  letter  nncl  I  roni^nilulntc  with  myself  upon  your 
ccmp«tuliktion.  For  tlie  thing  itwlf,  I  eonwler  tlmt  it  wil'  be  to  nic  an  honour 
and  a  pU*Miirc  in  so  far  m  1  continue  in  tho  mind  in  %^liieh  I  now  am— whieh  is 
to  apply  mypcif  with  unwearied  zenl,  eontiniiul  ean^»,  tiiul  pure  affection,  to  tho 
pabhc intetvfttfl.  Now  tliat  amoni;  the  poHs  oftlio  Conunonwenlth  none  is  dearer 
to  my  mind  than  oollcget  and  letters,  both  my  past  life  and  my  writings  dcelarc. 
And  therefore  whatever  addition  I  receive  you  nmy  account  as  no  addition  to 
yourselves  likewise.  Nor  neetl  vou  suppoms  that  crcn  my  senriees  as  eonnsel  arc 
withdrawn  from  you  or  im]Miired.  For  that  part  of  a  counsel's  oflico  which  relates 
to  the  givingof  advice  in  your  causes  is  left  entire ;  and  if  any  serious  oceosion  should 
call  for  it,  I  shall  still  be  able,  (with  tho  King's  leave  obtained,)  even  to  plend  for 
yoB  in  court  i  and  whatever  you  lose  in  my  services  as  counsel  will  be  made  up 
in  the  increase  of  my  power.  It  is  my  hojie,  tliat  as  1  am  now  translated  from  tlic 
bnsiDCsses  of  private  persons  and  clients  to  the  government  of  tho  state,  so  my 
latter  years  (it  life  be  continued  to  me)  may  be  withdrawn  again  from  public 
cares  and  fidl  to  leisure  and  letters.  Moreover  the  thought  often  occurs  to  me, 
that  eveo  in  the  midst  of  so  many  and  groat  businesses  I  may  nevertheless  spend 
a  few  days  each  year  among  you,  that  by  a  better  knowledge  of  your  affairs  I  may 
bo  better  able  to  oonanlt  your  intoresU.  ' 

Your  most  fiuthfnl  friend  and  wellwiiheri 
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To  tliose  three  officers, — who  were  respectively  the  High  Steward* 
the  Chancellor,  and  the  Standing  Counsel  of  the  Universitj,  tlio 
Kin<;  (in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners)  referred  iho 
petition.  On  the  I2th  of  October,  IGLG,  the  Lord  Treasurer  trans- 
mittcd  it  to  the  authoriticnof  the  University  for  their  remarks.  The 
autlioritics,  not  liaving  had  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  towns* 
people  were  very  zealous  for  their  honour,  and  having  had  some  ex- 
perience of  tlie  effect  of  a  charter  which  they  had  formerly  "  without 
good  advice  of  their  counsel  **  allowed  to  pass,  feared  some  further 
encroachment  ui)on  their  own  grants,  privileges,  and  customs,  and 
wrote  to  entreat  Bacon  to  assist  in  staying  the  suit,  "  until  they 
might  be  truly  informed  how  the  town  might  receive  grace  and  iho 
University  no  dislionour.*' ' 

AVe  shall  hear  of  the  conclusion  a  little  further  on.  la  the  moan- 
time  Bacon  returned  the  following  answer. 

To  TUK  UkUIT  WuKSllirrULTlllS  VlCK-CUANCKLLOIl  AND  OTUCEa, 

THE   Masters  and   tub    Heads   or   tbk   Houses  or  tue 
Univghsity  or  Camuhidge.' 

After  my  very  hearty  commendations,  I  have  received  your 
letter  of  the  9th  of  this  present  Dcrenil)cr,  and  have  taken  care 
of  you  rather  according  to  your  request  than  at  your  request ;  for- 
asmuch as  I  had  done  it  before  your  letter  came.  This  you  may 
perceive  by  the  joint  letter  which  you  shall  receive  from  my 
Lord  Chancellor,  my  Lord  Treasurer^  and  myself.  And  for  mo 
you  may  rest  assured,  that  nothing  can  concern  you,  little  or 
more,  nearly  or  afar  off,  but  you  shall  have  all  care  out  of  my 
affection,  and  all  strength  and  help  out  of  my  means  and  power, 
to  conserve  and  advance  your  good  estate  and  oontentmenU 
And  so  I  remain 

Your  very  affectionate  and  assured  friend, 

Fe.  Bacon. 

December  28, 1616. 

7. 

I  cannot  speak  with  any  certainty  as  to  the  nature  of  the  busi- 
ness to  which  the  next  letter  relates.  But  I  think  it  was  connected 
with  the  cloth  question.  It  appears  on  the  face  of  it  that  **  the 
Farmers**— meaning  no  doubt  the  Farmers  of  the  Customs-^bad 
commenced  some  proceeding  in  Chancery  which  the  King 

>  9  Deo.  1616,  Add.  MSS.  8562,  f.  42.  *  Ibid.  L  27  b. 
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the  Lord  Chancellor  to  dismiss— probably  as  being  an  encroachment 
upon  his  Prero<;ative ;  tliat  Bacon  thought  it  uiiadvisablo  for  the 
King  to  interfere— or  at  least  to  be  seen  to  interfere ;  and  suggested 
an  arrangement  bj  which  it  might  be  avoided.  Now  I  find  among 
the  State  Pupers  one  undated,  but  supposed  by  the  calendarer  to 
belong  to  November  IGLG,  the  contents  of  which  are  thus  described, 
**  Kemoustrance  of  the  Panuers  of  Customs  against  tho  intended 
proclamation  for  wearing  English  cloth,  as  calculated  to  injure  trade 
so  much  that  they  should  bo  obliged  to  give  up  their  patent."^  If 
they  resorted  to  tho  Court  of  Chancery  for  redress,  and  if  tho  King 
directed  Bacon  to  move  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  refuse  thorn  a  hear- 
ing, the  following  letter  to  Villiers^now  Earl  of  Buckingham' — 
may  very  well  have  been  his  answer. 

To  THE  R.  Hon.  his  very  good  L.  tii£  Earl  op  Buckinqhaii.' 

It  may  please  your  good  L. 
I  pray  let  his  Majesty  understand,  that  although  my  Lord 
Chancellor's  answer  touching  the  dismission  of  the  Farmer's 
cause  was  full  of  respect  and  duty,  yet  I  would  be  glad  to  avoid 
an  express  signification  from  his  Majesty,  if  his  Majesty  may 
otherwise  have  his  end.  And  therefore  I  have  thought  of  a 
course,  that  a  motion  be  made  in  open  courts  and  that  there- 
upon my  Lord  move  a  compromise  to  some  to  be  named  on 
either  part^  with  band  to  stand  to  their  award.  And  as  I  find 
this  to  be  agreeable  to  my  Lord  Chancellor's  disposition,  so  I 
do  not  find  but  the  Farmers  and  the  other  party  are  willing 
enough  towai*ds  it.  And  therefore  his  Majesty  may  be  pleased 
to  forbear  any  other  letter  or  message  touching  that  business. 
God  ever  keep  your  Lordship. 

Your  Lordship's  true  and  most  devoted  servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 
23  of  Jan.  1616. 

8. 

The  monopoly  which  is  the  subject  of  the  next  letter  belongs  to  a 
class  which  is  still  considered  legitimate.  Clement  Dawbeney  had 
invented  a  machine  for  slittiug  iron  bars,  into  rods,  and  obtained  a 
patent  for  the  sole  use  of  it.  Upon  complaint  made  to  the  Council 
by  a  rival  bar-slitter  that  the  monopoly  was  injurious  to  the  public, 

'  See  ToL  Izxzii.  no.  64.    Calendar,  p.  4ia 

*  Created  on  the  6th  of  Januarj  1616-7. 

*  Forleectte  Paperi,  orig.  own  hand. 
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the  patent  wof  called  in  and  referred  to  the  Attoniey-Oeneral  for 
examination.    Here  is  hit  certificate. 

Mr.  ArroRNEY'a  certificatb  toucuino  tub  Patbht  ro» 

aLiTTiNo  Iron  Barb.* 

It  may  please  your  Lonlnhiiw, 
According  to  your  Lps  reference  of  the  12th  of  June  last, 
I  have  considered  the  Patent  of  Clement  Dawbeneyi  gent,    for 
the  slitting  of  iron  bars  into  rods.     And  1  have  had  before  nic 
the  patentee  that  now  is,  and  some  of  the  nailers  and  blacksmitlis 
that  complained  against  the  samc^  whereupon  it  pleased  your 
LfM  to  call  in  the  said  Patent.     But  uix)n  examination  of  the 
business  I  find  the  complaint  to  bo  utterly  unjust,  and  was  first 
Rtirre<l  up  l)y  one  Burrell,  master  ear))enter  to  the  East  India 
Comp«iny :  who  hath  already  himself  begun  to  set  up  the  like 
engine  in  Ireland,  and  therefore  endeavoured  to  overthrow  the 
said  Patent,  the  better  to  vent   his  own  iron  to  his  further 
benefit  and   advantage ;    whereas  the  nailers  and   blacksmiths 
themselves  do  all  ailirm  that  they  are  now  supplied   by  the 
Patentee  with  as  niucli  go<Ml  and  serviceable  iron  or  rather 
better  than  heretofore  they  have  been,  and  that  the  said  Patent 
hath  been  of  much  use  to  the  kingdom  in  general,  and  likewia<i 
very  beneficial   to  themselves  in   their  trades:    and  therefore 
your  Lps  may  be  pleased  to  suffer  him  quietly  to  enjoy  it  with- 
out any  further  interruption ;  and  to  this  did  Burrell  himself 
and   the  opposers  willingly  condesetiid :  which  nevertheless  I 
submit  to  the  wisdom  of  this  most  hon.  board. 

Fr.  Bacon. 

Jan.  27"  ICIG. 

It  seems  that  the  patentee  was  allowed  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his 
invention,  nnd  thereby  encouraged  to  improve  upon  it.  For  on  the 
11th  of  December  1G18  a  licence  was  granted  '*  to  Clement  Daubign/ 
to  make  a  new  kind  of  engine  to  be  driven  by  water  for  cutting  iron 
into  small  bars,  for  21  years."* 

0. 

In  bis  **  discourse  on  the  plantation  of  lreland,"^presented  to 
the  King  in  January  160S-9,  when  a  large  portion  of  the  lands  in 

'  S.  P.  Dom.  JamM  I.  vol.  zc.  no.  41.    OrifinsL 
*  Calendtf  of  Suto  FSpen,  p.  60B. 
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Ulster  bad  recently  fallen  to  the  disposal  of  the  Crown,— Bacou 
giTes  Ilia  opinion  of  the  kind  of  persons  whom  it  would  be  desirable 
to  engage  as  planters,  or  '*  undertakers**  as  thej  were  then  called, 
and  the  kind  of  attractions  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  offer  in 
order  to  allure  them.  The  persona,  he  thinks,  should  not  be  needy 
adventurers,  but  **  men  of  estate  and  plenty.'*  For  such  persons 
the  prospect  of  "  honour  and  countenance'*  would  have  chief  attrac- 
tion ;  and  among  other  honours  which  might  be  attached  to  the 
enterprise^  he  suggests  "  knighthood,  with  some  new  difference  and 
precedence."* 

It  was,  if  not  in  compliance,  at  least  in  accordance  with  this 
suggestion,  that  in  the  beginning  of  IGll  the  order  of  Baronets  was 
instituted :  an  order  which  was  to  bo  hereditary ;  to  give  rank, 
precedence,  and  title,  without  privilege ;  to  bo  limited  in  numbers ; 
and  to  consist  entirely  of  gentlemen  of  good  family  and  estate,  who 
should  bind  themselves  to  pay  into  the  Exchequer  a  sum  sufficient 
to  maintain  30  foot  soldiers  in  Ireland  for  3  years,  at  the  same  time 
declaring  on  oath  that  they  had  not  directly  or  indirectly  paid 
my  thing  else  for  the  honour.    To  ensure  the  appropriation  of  tlie 
money  so  pai<i  to  the  service  of  the  new  plantation,  the  Treasurer 
was  specially  instructed  to  keep  it  apart  by  itself,  that  it  might  be 
^  wholly  converted  to  that  use  for  which  it  was  given  and  intended." 
Tbe  earliest  patents  were  issued  on  the  22nd  of  May  1611,  while 
Salisbury  was  still  living,  and  Bacon  only  Solicitor ;  and  though  the 
first  of  these  Baronets  was  bis  own  half-brother,  it  is  not  probable 
that  he  had  anything  to  do  with  the  measure  at  that  time,  unless 
possibly  his  pen  was  used  in  drawing  the  patent.     But  questions 
arose  afterwards  on  points  of  privilege  and  precedency,  aud  a  peti- 
tion of  certain  Baronets  for  explanation  and  declaration,  being  pre- 
sented to  the  King  about  this  time,  was  referred  by  him  to  Bacon 
for  his  report.    Of  this  report  1  find  a  copy  at  Lambeth,  corrected 
and  signed  by  Bacon  himself,  and  docketed  in  Meautys's  hand  *'  A 
certificate  for  the  Baronets :"  but  without  any  date.    I  have  thought 
this  the  right  place  for  it,  because  I  find  from  the  calendar  of 
8tate  papers  that  on  the  lOtli  of  March  1616-7  there  issued  under 
the  sign  manual  '*  Letters  Patent  declaratory  of  the  dignity  of 
baronet  as  a  mean  rank   between  barons  and  knights,  declaring 
their  precedency,  and  that  of  their  wives,  sons  and  daughters,  over 
knights,  aud  promising  knighthood  to  the  heir  of  any  baronet  on 
attaining  hia  majority :"  and  this  I  suppose  to  have  been  the  King's 
answer  to  the  petition  which  was  the  subject  of  the  following 
report. 

'  See  sbove,  voL  iv.  p^  121« 


I 


1616.]  FLAOK  AND  PKECEDENCK  OF  BABOHETB.  187 

To  THB  KlNO.^ 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

According  to  your  Highness*  pleasure  sigiiificcl  by  my 
Lord  Chamlx^rlaiii,'  I  have  considered  of  the  petition  of  certaiti 
baronets  made  unto  your  Majesty  for  confirmation  and  extent 
or  explanation  of  certain  points  mentioned  in  their  charter;  and 
am  of  opinion. 

That  first,  whereas  it  is  desired,  that  the  baronets  be  declared 
a  middle  degree  between  barou  and  knight,  I  hold  this  to  be 
reasonable  as  to  their  placing. 

Secondly,  where  it  is  desired  that  unto  the  words  deipree  or 
dignity  of  baron,  the  word  honour  might  be  added,  I  know 
very  well  that  in  the  preface  of  the  baronets'  patent  it  is  men- 
tioned that  all  honours  are  derived  from  the  king.  I  find  also 
that  in  the  patent  of  the  Banerctts,  which  are  marshalled  under 
tlie  baronets  (except  it  be  certain  principals,)'  the  word  honour 
is  granted.  I  find  also  that  the  word  dignity  is  many  times  in 
law  a  superior  word  to  the  wonl  honour,  as  being  applied  to  the 
King  himself,  all  capital  indictments  concluding  contra  coronam 
el  dignitatem  nottram.  It  is  evident  also  that  the  word  honour 
and  honourabte  arc  used  in  these  times  in  common  speech 
very  promiscuously ;  nevertheless,  because  the  style  of  honour 
belongs  chiefly  to  peers  and  counsellors,  I  am  doubtful  what 
opinion  to  give  therein. 

Thirdly,  whereas  it  is  believed  that  if  there  l)e  any  question 
of  precedence  touching  baronets  it  may  be  ordered  that  the 
same  he  decided  by  the  commissioners  marshal,  I  do  not  sec 
but  it  may  be  granted  them  for  avoiding  disturlianccs. 

Fourthly,  for  the  precedence  of  baronets,  I  find  no  alteration 
or  difficulty,  except  it  l)e  in  this,  that  the  daughters  of  baronets 
are  desired  to  lie  declared  to  have  precedence  before  tiie  wives 
of  knights'  eldest  sons ;  which  because  it  is  a  degroo  hereditary, 
and  that  in  all  examples  the  daughters  in  general  have  place 
next  the  eldest  brothers'  wives,  I  hold  convenient. 

Lastly,  whereas  it  is  desired  that  the  apparent  heirs  males  of 
the  bodies  of  the  baronets  may  be  knighted  during  the  life  of 

*  Oibflon  Papen,  toL  Tiii.  f.  S7&.    Copj  with  oorreotioiu  in  Baooo'i  hand  i  . 
•iffntture  originaL  *  WiUiam  Earl  of  Pembfoka. 

'  Pfpc<^eiic»  waa  priT0D  to  tbe  baronet  abore  aU  bannareto,  aneepl  thota  who 
wero  made  in  tha  Add,  undtr  tha  banner,  tba  King  baing  prasnt. 
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their  fathers ;  for  that  I  have  received  from  the  Lonl  Chamber- 
lain a  BigDifieation,  that  your  ^[ajcsty  did  so  understand  it,  I 
humbly  subscribe  thereunto ;  with  this,  that  the  iMuronets'  eldest 
aons  being  knighted  do  not  take  place  of  ancient  knights,  so 
long  as  their  fathers  live. 

All  which  nevertheless  I  humbly  submit  to  your  Majesty's 

better  judgment. 

Your  Majesty's  most  humble 

and  most  bounden  servant. 

Fa.  Bacon. 

This  institution  of  the  order  of  Baronet,  is  commonly  spoken  of 
as  a  disgraceful  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  King.     AVhy,  I  have 
never  been  able  to  understand  or  conjecture.    The  object  was  a  good 
one ;  the  conditions  were  open  and  honourable ;  the  persons  selected 
wrere  no  way  unfit  or  disreputable ;  the  order  itself  has  never  fallen 
into  disgrace.    To  invite  contributions  and  other  assistance  towards 
the  settlement  and  civilization  of  what  was  then  the  most  unsettled 
part  of  Ireland  from  the  clflf«s  of  persons  likeliest  to  do  the  work 
ellectually,  cannot  be  considered  an  unworthy  act  on  the  King's 
part.     To  belong  to  a  family  which  had   bonie  arms  for   three 
fenerations,  to  have  an  estate  worth  1000/.  a  year  in  land,  to  under- 
take to  pay  into  the  Exchequer  lOSO/.  on  the  special  condition  that 
it  should  be  nppropriatctl  to  the  maintenance  of  order  in  Ireland, 
and  to  receive  in  rvturn  a  titular  distinction  and  certain  riprhts  of 
precedency  for  themselves  and  their  heirs  male,  with  an  aaisunince 
that  the  number  of  persons  on  whom  it  should  be  conferred  should 
be  limited  to  two  hundred,  cannot  bo  considered  as  in  any  way  dis- 
creditable to  the  parties  dealt  with.    And  if  it  is  true  (as  it  may 
or  may  not  be)  that  the  Baronets  as  a  bod}  did  not  play  any  con- 
spicuous part  in  the  reclamation  of  Ulster  from  barbarism,  but  that 
their  main  service  was  the  contribution  of  the  money  at  the  begin- 
ning, it  ia  true  also  that  as  s  body  they  have  flourished  and  continue 
to  flourish  in  honour  and  importance — an  order  of  men  much  re- 
apeeted,  and  (though  no  longer  limited  in  numbers)  retaining  its 
full  value  in  public  estimation ;  an  order  into  which  men  otherwise 
honourably  distinguished  think  it  an  additional  distinction  to  be 
admitted ;  while  those  who  succeed  to  it  by  inheritance  are  so  far 
ftom  being  ashamed  of  its  origin,  that  they  value  their  title  the  more 
the  further  they  can  trace  it  back.    Why  should  a  tree  which  bears 
such  fruit  be  reckoned  a  discredit  to  the  phinterf    I  can  only  sup- 
pose that  the  opinion  was  first  thrown  out  by  somebody  who  knew 
that  the  payment  of  money  was  a  condition  of  the  patent^  but  did 
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uot  know  what  it  was  for  or  upon  wliat  conditiona  it  was  reecircd  ;^ 
and  that  tbo  reat  have  followed  the  lead — as  people  do.  it  would 
not  bo  the  only  iiistanee  in  which  a  sneer  of  Sir  Anthony  Weldon*B 
translated  into  the  decorous  lauguago  of  respectable  historians  lu« 
taken  its  pkce  as  the  judgment  of  posterity. 

10. 

These  were  Bacon*s  smaller  cares  at  this  time.  A  more  important 
business  was  to  get  all  the  umchiiiery  of  goTcnimeut  into  such  a  train 
that  it  might  go  on  smoothly  in  the  King's  abscnco;  for  his  journey 
to  Scotland  was  now  near  at  hand.  The  ''  remembrances  *'  which 
follow  will  be  found  sufficiently  intelligible  without  any  comment. 

Remembrances  for  the  Ki.vo  before  his  ooino  into 

Scotland*' 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

Althoufcli  your  journey  be  but  as  a  long  progresn,  and  that 
your  Majesty  shall  I)c  still  within  your  own  land  and  therefore 
any  extraordinary  course  neither  ncc<lful  nor  in  my  opinion  fit ; 
yet  nevertheless  I  thought  it  agreeable  to  my  duty  and  care  of 
your  service,  to  put  you  in  mind  of  those  jioints  of  form  which 
have  relation  uot  so  much  to  a  journey  into  Scotland  as  to  an 
al)scnoe  from  your  city  of  Ix>ndou  for  six  months,  or  to  a  dis- 
tance from  your  said  city  near  three'  hundred  miles ;  and  that 
in  an  ordinary  course,  wherein  I  lead  myself  by  calling  to  eon- 
Hideratiou  what  things  there  are  that  require  your  signature, 
and  may  seem  not  so  fit  to  expect  sending  to  and  fro ;  and 
therefore  to  be  supplied  by  some  precedent  warrants. 

First,  your  ordinary  commissions  of  justice,  of  assize,  nisi 
prius,  oyer  and  determiner,  gaols  delivery  and  the  peace,  need 
not  your  signature,  but  pass  of  course  by  your  Chancellor :  and 
your  commissions  of  lieutenancy  though  they  need  your  signa- 
ture, yet  if  any  of  the  lieutenants  should  die,  your  Mojesty's 
choice  and  pleasure  may  be  very  well  attended ;  only  I  should 
think  fit  (under  your  Mtgesty's  correction)  that  such  of  your 

'  "  Paid,  lip  to  March  25, 1611,  £00385.  Sent  into  Irokod,  up  to  MiefaacliiMf, 
1C13,  £129,013."    Gardiner,  toI.  i.  p.  560  (note). 

*  Oibion  Papers  vo^*  ▼*"*  f-  ^-  l^niught  partly  in  Meautyi'i  band  and  partly 
in  Bacon*!  own.  Docketed  by  MeautTS  "  Febmaiy  81, 1616.  BomemlNranoN  for 
the  C  before  kU  going  into  Scotland. ' 

>  "  four^'  had  been  written  fint. 
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Iiord  liicutenants  as  do  not  attend  your  person  were  commanded 
to  abide  within  their  counties  respectively. 

For  grants,  if  there  were  a  longer  cessation,  I  think  your 
l^lajcstv  will  ca»ily  believe  it  will  do  no  hurt.  And  yet  if  any 
be  ncecnary,  the  contiaual  dispatches  will  supply  that  turn. 

That  which  is  chiefly  considerable  is  proclamations,  which  all 
do  require  your  Majesty's  signature,  except  you  leave  some 
warrant  under  your  great  seal  to  your  standing  council  here  in 
London.  It  is  true  that  I  do  not  foresee  any  case  of  such  sudden 
necessity,  except  it  should  be  the  apprehension  of  some  great 
offenders,  or  the  adjournment  of  the  term  upon  sickness,  or 
•ome  riot  in  the  city,'  such  as  hath  been  about  the  liberties  of 
the  Tower,  or  against  strangers,  etc.  But  your  Majesty  in  your 
own  great  wisdom  may  perhaps  think  of  many  things  that  I 
cannot  remember  or  foresee ;  and  therefore  it  was  lit  to  refer 
those  things  to  your  liettcr  judgment. 

Also  my  Lord  Chancellor's  age  and  health  is  such,  as  it  dotli 
not  only  aflmit  but  require  the  accident  of  his  death  to  l)e 
thought  of;  which  may  fall  in  such  a  time,  as  the  very  oonimis- 
mons  of  onlinary  justice  before  mentioned,  and  writs  which 
require  present  dispatch,  cannot  well  be  put  off.  Therefore 
your  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to  take  into  consideration, 
whether  you  will  not  have  sucli  a  commission  as  was  pre- 
pared about  this  time  twelvemonth  in  my  Lord's  extreme  sick- 
ness for  the  taking  of  the  seal  into  custody,  and  for  the  seal  of 
writs  and  commissions  for  ordinary  justice,  till  you  may  advise 
of  a  Chancellor  or  Keeper  of  the  great  seal. 

Your  Majesty  will  graciously  pardon  my  care,  which  is  as- 
siduous; and  it  is  good  to  err  in  caring  even  rather  too  much 
than  too  little.  Tliese  things,  for  so  much  as  concemeth  forms, 
ooght  to  proceed  from  my  place  as  Attorney,  unto  which  you 
have  added  some  interest  in  matter,  by  making  me  of  your  privy 
oouncil.  But  for  the  main  they  rest  wholly  in  your  princely 
judgment,  being  well  informed;  because  miracles  aro  ceased, 
though  admiration  will  not  cease  while  yon  live. 

11. 
Befors  the  King  set  out  on  his  journey  to  ScotUnd  be  had  two 

'  In  tlM  MS.  «A«r  «*  citT  **  there  » the  mark  of  the  beginuing  of  *  parentheni, 
WS  the  «iid  it  aoi  tuukdip  sod  I  amiioi  ekv  where  it  should  eome. 
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or  three  AfTairs  to  despatch,  some  of  more  moment  and  tome  of  Icfia. 
Among  those  of  less  moment  was  his  answer  to  the  petition  from 
the  towns|)eopIe  of  Cambridge  for  a  now  Charter,  which  had  so 
alarmed  the  authorities  of  tho  University.^  ]k[ore  than  a  month 
had  passed  since  Bacon  promised  that  their  interests  should  be  cared 
for,  and  the  question  was  still  unsettled.  By  way  of  reminder,  thojr 
wrote  in  February  the  following  lotter  to  the  Earl  of  Sufiblk,  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  University,'  which  explains  tho  nature  of  their  appre- 
hensions. 

Eight  Honourable, 
The  confidence  which  the  townsmen  have  in  obtaining  their  charier 
and  petition  makeii  us  bold  and  im|)ortunate  suitors  to  your  Ilononr,  l>jr 
whoflo  favour  with  his  AlajoHty  and  protection  wo  again  humbly  entreat 
tho  University  and  ourselves  may  be  freed  from  that  danger  which  by 
them  is  intended  to  us.    By  their  own  reports  it  is  a  matter  of  honor  and 
advantage  for  which  they  sue.    When  they  were  at  the  lowcRt  and  in 
their  meanest  fortunes  they  ever  showed  themiielves  unkind  neighbours 
to  us,  and  their  suits  with  us  within  these  few  years  have  caused  us  to 
spend  our  common  treasury  and  trouble  our  best  friends;  and  therefore 
we  cannot  expect  peace  amongst  them  when  their  thoughts  and  wills  shall 
bo  winged  and  strengthened  by  that  power  and  authority  which  the  very 
bare  title  of  a  City  will  give  unto  them.    Since  our  late  lett^T  to  the 
Kight  Honourable  Lord  Chancellor,  your  Honour,  and  his  Majesty's 
Attorney-General,  we  (being  better  informed  of  the  course  they  take  and 
of  their  confidence  to  prevail  at  the  end  of  the  next  t4*rm)  have  sent  letters 
from  the  Body  of  tho  University  the  King's  Majesty,  the  Lord  Chancellor* 
and  others  our  honourable  friends,  shewing  them  of  our  fear,  and  their 
purpose,  and  to  entreat  them  to  join  with  your  Ifonour  and  us  to  his 
Majesty  to  stay  their  suit  before  we  be  driven  to  further  charge  or  trouble 
in  entertaining  counsel  or  soliciting  our  friemls.    Thus  humbly  entreating 
your  Honour  to  pardon  our  imi^ortunity  and  often  soliciting  your  Lordship 
in  this  business,  with  our  earnest  prayers  to  tho  Almighty  for  your 
Honour's  long  life  and  happy  estate,  we  end,  this  of  Febr.  1616. 

Your  Honour's  in  all  duty  to  bo  commanded. 

The  same  apprehensions  were  expressed  more  ofiicially  and  ela- 
borately, though  less  intelligibly,  in  two  Latin  letters,  ono  addressed 
to  the  King'  on  the  2nd  of  February,  the  other  to  Bacon  on  tho 
llth.^    They  are  written  in  the  grandiloquent  stylo  which  moderu 

I  See  aboTe,  p.  131.  *  Slosno  MSS.  3662,  f.  43. 

'  Printed  in  Leland's  CoHedanea,  vol.  ir. 

*  Sloaue  MSS.  3562,  f.  93.  According  to  the  uianuscript  tliis  letter  m%%  dated 
'*  0  Sonatu  frequenti  nostra,  tertio  Idui  Febraiirii  1616,"  and  addressed  "  Honors* 
tissimo  Domino  Francisco  Domino  de  Verulainio,  Equiti  Aarato,  summo  AngU» 
CanceUario*'  etc.  which  (if  Uie  date  be  correct)  was  imposaiblo.  But  I  suppose  it 
was  reallv  addriissed  to  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  and  the  addesss  given  in  the  manu* 
script  (which  is  only  a  ooUecto/s  eopj)  was  inserted  by  the  traaseribsr  at  a  later 
time,  when  those  titles  belong  to  lun. 
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ncholara  affect  when  they  deliver  themneWes  in  Lntin,  nnd  contrnH 
unfoTourably  with  their  more  simple  nnd  buRiiioMi-like  Knglifth. 
Hut  II  siKTimen  is  necessary  to  explain  the  style  of  the  answer, 
and  I  will  take  that  part  of  the  letter  to  Bacon  which  contains  the 
substance  of  the  complaint. 

Afler  a  complimentary  exordium,  in  which  he  figures  as  a  Her- 
cules, a  Mecicnas,  and  a  harbour  of  refuge,  they  proceed  to  business. 

*' Imminei  jam  noiitnr  Mniidin*  inrumionifi  periculum  a  vicina  ct  con* 

ti^ui  liminiif  Crrmonu,  qua*  sub  cmcntitiv  dif^niiatiii  lami  ac  pro?texta 

Terie  ac  Tctcri  dif^niiati  nostra  innidiatur ;  nee  ranus  nobis  subcKt  lus- 

|Mcionis  mctus,  no  dum  surf;snt  Civitatis  hujus  mocnia  moz  Aoademiio 

parietes  injurioso  (sod  ocrulto)  podc  concniccntur.    Esto  quidcm  per  nos 

(imo  sit  per  tos)  Cantahri^ia  Civitas  (lorentisxima  (cnrcnim  honorem  hunc 

ipsi  nobift  invidoamufi  P)  sit  tnmcn  (ita  uti  nomcn  ei  olim  in  archivis  duct) 

CiritaM  IJteratcrumt^  non  illihcralium  opificum ;  qui  dum  roajorcs  nido 

pennas  extcndunt,  et  Ciritatis  (quam  ambiunt)  et  Universitatis  (cui  invi- 

dent)  dignitatem  eunt  delibatum.     Honorem  nobis  obtcndunt,  et  auctio- 

rem  Ozonioque  riralem  splendoris  cuniulum  ?  Ofiucio)  mcnc,  et  hamatum 

lenociniam.    Blandiens  rcntus  nos  non  inducct,  quin  toropcstatem  ct 

Bimban  ezpectemus.    Ut  avcs  semcl  derepto  cietcros  ctiam  e\hw  viiicatos 

credunt,  sic  ab  impostani  ut  ut  speciosA,  quod  etiam  bonuro  8inccrumque 

Tidetur,  esse  id  tamen  omne  dilutum  atque  incru!itatum  baud  perpcram 

snspicamur.    Nos  macti  titulis  illis  ac  muniripits  quon  Principum  Diplo- 

mata  et  domina  rerum  Consnetudo  long&  annonim  scrio  firmatos  nobis 

indulnorunt,  in  propria  pelle  quiosrimns ;  baud  ignari  noxios  intcrdum, 

cnrioma  siepe,  semper  siispectos  ewe  NoTstorrn,  qui  ut  aliquid  sui  Tide- 

antur  aflVrre  etiam  recta  mutant  in  dctorius.      Tu  Tcro,  amplissime 

Heros,"  etc. 

The  King's  decision  was  announced  on  the  2Cth  of  February.  I 
have  not  seen  s|)ccimens  enough  of  his  Latin  stylo  to  judge  whether 
or  not  the  letter  which  conveyed  it  was  of  his  own  composition. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  be  had  scholarship  sufficient  for  a  personal 
correspondence  with  the  University  in  which  he  would  not  hnve 
shown  to  disadvantage ;  and  it  would  not  have  been  unlike  him  to 
make  use  of  such  an  occasion  to  display  it.  But  this  was  a  thing 
in  Bacon*a  line  too,  and  knowing  as  wo  do  that  he  was  one  of  the 
three  Commisaioners  to  whom  the  question  had  been  referred  for 
fonsidention, — and  in  all  probability  the  most  active  of  them  (for 
neither  the  Lord  Chancellor  nor  the  Earl  of  Suffolk  were  likely  t^ 
take  such  a  business  out  of  his  hands), — and  that  he  had  taken  a 
special  interest  in  it,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  when  he  obtained  the 
King's  decision  upon  the  report  he  received  his  command  to  draw  up 

■  UUrmrmm  in  If  8.    But  it  will  simasr  from  the  King's  answer,  next  naae 
thai  it  should  be  XtYrra/omai.  "^  •  *-K  . 
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the  answer.  I  have  thouglit  it  be^t  therefore,  as  on  other  occasions 
of  the  saoie  kind,  to  give  the  render  the  means  of  judging;  for  him- 
self. Tlie  letter  in  quedtion  has  been  printed  in  the  Cabala  (cmI. 
1G63,  p.  257)  but  with  no  many  errors  that  it  is  hardly  inlellif^ible  ; 
the  mistakes  being  those  of  a  man  who  was  not  acquainted  with  tlio 
language.  In  Lelaud*s  CoUrctanea  there  is  a  better  copy.  But 
the  best  I  have  seen  is  in  the  Sloane  MS8.  350*2.  f.  i)9;  from  which 
it  is  hero  printed.  It  appears  to  have  been  taken  from  the  original, 
for  the  signature  is  written  in  imitation  of  James's  own. 

Jacobus,   Dei   ohatia    Magna    Britanni.is,    FRANciiR,    kt 

IIlBERNIiV     RkX,    FlURI    DEFENSOR,    ETC.      AcADEMLfS    CaNTAB. 
COMMUNly  SALUTEM. 

Si  jus  CivitntiH  imiiotrct  n  Nobi»  (7antahrigia  vorrmini  nc, 
scniulac  urbis  potcntiu  crcsccntc,  niiniiatur  Acailemisc  srcuritaa. 
Sat  crit  apud  Xos  mctus  vcstri  indicium  fccissr.  Nee  mini 
tarn  vobis  convcnit  Acadcniioc  [icriculuni  doprccari,  quani  nobis 
sponte  nostn\  quicquid  in  a|)cciciu  illi  noxium  ait  aTcrtcrc. 
Glorictur  Urbs  ilia  sc  a  majoribus  nostris  oliin  clcctam 
doctrinarnm  scdcni,  ingcniorutu  oflicinam,  sapicntisc  palscstmrn  : 
Quicquid  his  titulis  addi  |K)tc8t  minus  est.  Non  honcstatur 
p]cl)cia  Civitatis  appcUationc  Musarum  domicilium.  Vel  sane 
litcratorum  dicatur  Civitas,  vcl  quod  in  villas  nomine  vile  cat 
incolarum  tcgatur  cclcbritatc.  Usee  ejus  sint  privilogia :  Aca* 
dcmia:  dignitatem  comiter  obscrvare,  cnjus  frcqucntia  facta  est 
sc  ipsa  major:  Afflucntcs  bonarum  artium  stndiosos  amice  ex* 
cipcrc,  quorum  concursu  ditata  est ;  Litcrarum  dcniquc  honori 
ancillari,  undc  h»c  illi  nata  est  foclicitas.  I  In  artes  quibua 
crcvit  tcncnda:,  non  aucupanda  titulorum  novitas,  incerti  cvcntua. 
Faccssat  popularis  vocabuli  fastus,  undc  ecrta  oriatur  icmulationia 
ncccssitas,  quas  co  turpior  urbi  est  futura  quo  major!  crga 
Acadcmiam  est  obstricta  rcvcrcntiu.  Nolumus  sacrum  illud 
Musarum  asylum  minaci  Prwtoria  cnse  tcmcrari,  ncc  strcpcro 
tetrica  Edicta  ubi  scptcmgcminua  vestri  chori  anditur  conccntus. 
Satis  est  in  vctcrc  purpunl  invidiam ;  nova  pom|)a  tam  illi  futura 
est  supcrvacua  quam  vobis  suspccta.  In  nostr&  soli  us  tutclil 
est,  post  Deum  Opt.  Max.  Alma  Scicntiarum  Mater:  nostro 
fovebitur  sccptro  indefcssa  ejus  foecunditas.  Non  abortiet  ad 
prsetorii  gladii  tcrriculum.^    Nullum  honoris  titulum  Cantabrigisa 

'  **Ac  nofl  qui<lem  purpumm  iit  haud  inTidemua,  ted  anaem  reetnimiM.'* 
Letter  from  the  Univertity  to  the  King. 
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indulgeiDUK  qui  cam  Academise  tolHciiudine  junctus  sit.  Valete. 
l)at.  e  palatio  mwtro  Westmonasterii,  4*  Calendaram  Martiar. 
Alio  I>^  1616. 

Jacobus  R. 

Of  the  joint  letter  which  Bacon  told  them  thej  would  receiTO  from 
the  Lord  Chnncollor,  the  Lord  Treasurer,  and  himself,'  I  hare  not 
found  an  J  traceii.  It  may  have  been  put  aside  and  the  King's  letter 
sent  instead,  or  it  may  have  gone  along  With  it.  However  that  maj 
be,  it  is  plain  that  the  King*s  letter  contained  the  official  and  final 
answer  to  their  suit,  and  fully  acquitted  Bacon  of  his  promise  that 
the  interests  of  the  University  should  not  be  forgotten. 

12. 

Among  the  aflairs  o{ greater  moment  which  the  King  had  to  de- 
spatch before  ho  went  away,  was  the  communication  to  his  Council 
of  the  progress  of  the  negotiation  for  a  marriage  between  Prince 
Charles  and  the  Infanta  of  Spain.  This  was  an  ufiair  with  which . 
Bacon  had  hitherto  had  nothing  to  do.  It  is  doubtful  whether  be 
even  knew,  otherwise  than  by  rumour,  that  such  a  negotiation  was 
on  foot.  But  he  was  now  one  of  a  selected  number  of  Privy  Coun- 
cillors whose  advice  was  to  be  taken  upon  it,  and  in  order  to  under- 
stand the  conditions  under  which  their  advice  was  given  it  will  be 
necessary  to  explain  what  had  been  done  in  it  up  to  this  time. 

Tlie  project  of  a  marriage  between  the  Prince  of  AVales  and  the 
Infanta  had  been  first  moved  from  Spain  in  l(i04,  just  after  the  con- 
clusion of  the  treaty  of  peace ;  but  with  a  condition  which  could  not 
be  listened  to — namely  that  Prince  Henry,  still  a  little  boy,  should 
be  not  only  brought  up  a  Catholic  but  sent  to  Madrid  for  his  educa- 
tion. It  was  renewed  again  on  the  part  of  England  afler  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Parliament  in  1610,  with  a  view  no  doubt  to  the 
relief  of  the  Exchequer  by  the  marriage-portion ;  but  upon  an  in- 
timation that  the  Prince  roust  first  become  a  Catholic,  was  again 
broken  ofi"  at  once.  This  second  breach  taught  the  Spanish  states- 
men that  they  were  going  a  little  too  fast.  The  persistent  demand 
of  such  a  condition  made  James  look  to  France  for  a  son-in-law,  and 
so  animated  the  anti-Spanish  party  in  England  that  the  Duke  of 
Lerma,  fearing  war,  thought  it  expedient  to  come  forward  with 
fresh  overtures,  in  a  more  palatable  shape,  for  a  match  with  Spain ; 

■  LeUnd't  O^lecUntm^  voL  iv.  p.  a87  [from  the  lia  eoUectk>Di  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Betor,  lete  of  Seint  John's  OoUege,  Cstobridge]. 
*  See  ebove^  p.  18S. 
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and  tent  over  his  ablest  diplomatist  to  England  with  that  bait  on 
his  hook  to  win  her  back  from  the  Freach  alliance.     Oondomar — to 
call  him  by  the  later  title  by  which  he  ia  best  known— the  mau 
selected  for  this  office,  proceeded  Ten*  cautiously.     When  prcMCtl 
by  Somerset  to  use  his  influence  with  the  Kin^  for  the  very  purpoao 
he  had  como  for,  he  declined  to  interfere  :  and  it  was  not  till  another 
failure  to  obtnin  supplies  from  another  Parliament  had  made  the 
mnrrtnge-|)ortion  a  matter  of  national  importance*  and  the  King 
himself  raised  the  question,  that  he  allowed  himself  to  show  any  in- 
terest in  the  matter.     In  tho  mean  time  he  had  learned  enough,  if 
not  about  England,  at  least  about  the  KngliMh  court,  to  know  that  if 
the  negotiation  was  to  proceed  far  enough  even  for  purposes  of 
dalliance  and  delusion,  it  must  not  begin  like  tho  last  with  a  declara- 
tion that  tho  conversion  of  the  Prince  would  bo  held  a  preliminary 
condition.     Taking  it  for  a  certainty  that  if  tho  stringency  of  the 
laws  against  the  Catliolics  were  oiico  mitigated  the  conversion  of  all 
England  would  follow,  he  advised  Philip  to  confuie  his  demand  for 
tho  present  to  that.     Now  to  tho  mitigation  of  these  laws  James 
had  no  personal  objecti<m.    Though  a  sound  Pr(»teiitant  himself  upon 
study  and  conviction,  he  knew  too  much  of  what  wan  to  be  said 
on  both  sides  to  share  the  popular  feeling  against   Papists;  and 
thero  was  probably  no  man  in  England  less  disposed  to  punish  any* 
body  for  peaceably  holding  an  old  and  rospectablo  opinion,  though 
it  wore  not  his  own.     The  gravest  objection  to  the  course  proposed 
— perhaps  in  his  eyes  tho  only  objection — ^waa  its  unpopularity  with 
tho  House  of  Commons.   But  if  it  was  good  in  itself  it  may  be  fairly 
questioned  whether  that  objection  ought  to  havo  been  held  conclu- 
sive.     The  responsibility  for  the  government  of  the  country  was  not 
then  vented  either  formally  or  virtually  in  tho  House  of  Commons, 
but  in  the  King  and  Council.     For  the  present  all  that  was  asked 
^iin  an  engngcment  that  tho  penal  laws  a;;ainift  the  Catholics  should 
be  allowed  to  sleep, — that  breaches  of  them  should  bo  connived  at,  or 
penalties  remitted ;  and  with  this  understanding  Sir  John  Digby 
was  sent  to  Madrid  before  tho  end  of  IGll  to  manago  tho  negotia- 
tion.   In  the  following  March  the  Spanish  proposals  wero  embodied 
in  a  series  of  articles,  which  wore  forwarded  to  England,  and  after 
somo  discussion  and  modification  accepted  as  a  basis  of  negotiation. 
Prince  Charles  was  not  yet  fifteen,  so  thero  was  no  hurry:  and  the 
business  proceeded  slowly  through  many  interruptions.    The  Pope*a 
dispensation,  or  the  promise  of  it,  (without  which  Spain  could  not 
proceed)  had  to  be  obtained.    A  junta  of  theologians  had  to  be 
established  at  Madrid  to  whom  doubts  might  be  referred  or  ineon- 
sistencies  imputed.     The  Englinh  negotiations  for  a  marriage  with  a 
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dftugbter  of  France  hnd  to  bo  handsomely  broken  off.  Somerset, 
in  whom,  with  Sir  Robert  Cotton  as  an  ally,  Gondoinar  fancied  ho 
bad  found  the  very  iti8trun)ent  he  wanted  for  t)ie  conversion  of  En;;- 
land,  was  arrented  on  a  charrre  of  complicity  in  tlic  murder  of  Over- 
bury,  and  disappeared  from  tho  8ta<;e,  not  to  appear  again.  A 
quarrel  between  Spain  and  Savoy  involved  James  in  a  new  negotia- 
tion which  bad  nearly  brought  him  to  blows  with  Spain.  But  in 
spite  of  all  these  delays  and  interruptions  tho  marriage-treaty  had 
made  progress  enough  by  this  time  to  bo  ripe  for  consideration  in 
Council :  and  on  the  2d  of  March,  1(>IG-17,  the  King  Iiimself  mnde 
a  communieation — not  however  to  tho  whole  board,  but  to  a  selected 
number  of  them — of  which  the  following  not©  has  been  preserved. 
Though  not  an  official  document  it  has  the  appearance  of  a  copy 
made  from  some  authentic  report ;  and  as  the  interpretation  of  it 
which  seems  to  me  most  natural  has  been  disputed,  I  give  it  entire, 
as  I  find  it. 

The  srx  op  hts  Majesty's  spRBcn  to  somp.  op  ni»  Coukcil  ov  Sunday 
THE  2d  op  Mabch,  coaciBiriKo  THi  Pbince'h  Mabbiaob,  akd  somb 

OTHBE  OCCVBBBKCBS,*  BTC. 

That  their  Honours  remember  that  when  ho  spake  last  to  them  and  to 
the  cest  of  the  Council  u|>on  the  motion  concerning  his  joumoy  into  Scot* 
land,  amonf;  other  rensons  which  he  delivered  why  it  behoved  him  to 
go  this  year,  one  was  that  if  he  lost  the  opportunity  of  this  year  his 
affairs  would  f*row  so  fast  n)K>n  him  an  that  he  should  not  be  able  to 
attend  unto  it  afterwards,  eM])ecia]ly  for  two  pointii  of  great  moment ;  tho 
one  the  matter  of  Parliament,  which  tho  next  winter  would  bo  time  for 
him  to  think  upon :  The  other  was  tho  marriage  of  his  son ;  who  being 
now  sixteen  years  of  age  and  past,  and  his  only  son,  eourso  of  nature 
would  require  him  to  bethink  himself  tiraclj  :  for  the  marriages  of  great 
Princes  are  not  concluded  suddenly ;  and  besides  thisi  tho  state  of  his 
affairs  might  fpve  him  cause  to  make  the  hcnt  use  of  the  marriage  of  his 
son,  thereby  to  f;et  some  f^ood  portion  towards  the  payment  of  his  debts. 

And  concerning  the  marriage,  his  pleasure  was  to  let  them  understand 
that  for  a  good  time  past  there  had  been  overtures  made  unto  him  on  tho 
part  of  Spain  for  a  marriage  for  his  son  the  Prince,  and  so  pursued  first 
to  the  Earl  of  Somerset,  and  since  to  Sir  John  Digby,  both  while  ho  was 
in  Spain  hw  Majesty's  ambassador  and  since  his  being  of  his  Council,  as 
is  greatly  to  his  honour,  and  with  great  hopes  of  a  large  and  abundant 
portion.  So  as  his  Majesty  could  do  no  less  than  hearken  unto  it,  and 
make  some  trial  of  the  success.  And  being  to  send  to  the  King  of  Spain 
for  other  occasions,  as  well  about  the  matter  of  the  Turkish  pirates,  which 
were  so  troublesome  and  dangerous  to  all  merchandise,  as  for  the  matter 
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of  SftToj,  he  thonf^ht  that  bj  th^  9Bmo  occasion  the  natter  of  tlic  mar- 
ria/;c  might  be  bj  him  there  moved  and  their  intentionx  thereby  fully 
<li»corered :  for  that  hitherto,  howiK>erer  the  matter  of  the  marriage  might 
be  by  him  the  ambassador  of  8|iain  here  and  the  Duke  of  Lerma  there.' 
in  their  treatien  they  had  not  spared  the  King  their  master's  name  and 
signified  thai  tlie  marringe  wax  a  thing  by  him  desired  aboTC  all  other 
worldly  things,  yol  Sir  John  Dig^y  had  been  so  diM*reet  in  his  carriai^e 
as  never  to  use  the  King  his  msKter's  name,  but  only  spoken  in  the 
quality  of  a  private  grntleniAn  and  a  wellfri»Iier  to  such  a  mateh. 

His  M.  said  that  in  the  eons  {deration  of  thiii  business  the  tiro  principal 
objects  were  the  one  spiritual  and  tlie  other  temporal.  And  in  thai 
which  was  spiritual,  namely  the  matter  of  Keligion,  his  M.  had  ever  showed 
himself  so  stiff*  as  they  had  no  reason  to  lio|>e  for  any  advantage  thereby  : 
For  first  when  the  matter  was  moved  for  the  last  IVince  Henry,  they  then 
said  in  Spain  that  they  saw  not  how  it  could  be  done  without  the  said 
Prince  altered  his  religion  and  became  Catholic  ;  which  his  M.  then  re- 
je<*ted  with  scorn,  and  so  had  done  often  since,  wheresoerer  he  saw  any 
high  point  stood  upon  in  matter  of  Keligion. 

But  that  now  of  late  the  ambassador  here  and  the  Duke  of  Lerma  had  so 
far  declared  themselves,  as  they  did  neither  expect  alteration  in  Religion 
in  the  Prince  nor  any  liberty  or  toleration  for  hisM/s  subjects,  nor  other 
course  in  matter  of  Iteligion  which  might  be  displeasing  to  his  M.'a  sub* 
jccts,  nor  any  alteration  in  the  couvkc  of  his  aflairs  or  correspondenciea 
with  Foreign  Princes,  whereby  ho  might  lose  or  abandon  them. 

And  so  for  the  other  point  which  his  M.  called  temporal,  the  oflers 
were  yet  in  general,  but  with  great  assurance  of  full  contentment  therein. 

Tlint  which  his  ^f .  now  recommended  to  the  hon^'*  of  his  Council  above 
named  was  that  they  should  hear,  etc..  Sir  .John  Digby  make  report  unto 
them  of  the  whole  course  that  had  been  between  the  Duke  of  I/crma  and 
him,  while  he  was  in  Spain,  and  by  his  letters  since  his  being  of  his  M.'s 
council  here,  and  out  of  it  collect,  ho'  did  not  find  that  there  was  so  much 
ground  given  for  his  M.  to  hope  of  a  good  issue,  as  that  his  M.  might  begin 
the  motion,  then  in  what  manner  the  same  should  bo  reposed,  so  as  hia 
l^r.  might  with  the  soonest  discover  the  sincerity  of  their  intention,  and 
what  particulars  it  would  come  unto  as  well  in  matter  of  Religion  as  in 
matter  of  portion,  and  so  discern  how  far  he  might  build  any  foundation 
to  his  aflairs  upon  this  Treaty. 

^  So  in  MS.  Tho  words  ^  the  msttcr  of  the  marrisgo  might  bo  by  him  **  Mcm 
to  have  been  repeated  from  tho  procoding  lino.  Strike  tlicm  out,  and  also  *'  they** 
in  tho  following  lino  (which  may  have  boon  inserted  to  completo  tlie  construction), 
and  the  remaining  words  eivc  a  very  good  pchsc. 

'  So  in  MS.  'Sir.  Gardiner  proposes  to  substitute  '  whether  they*  for  '  he.* 
But  thougli  you  may  "  collect  '*  whether  anolkrr  man  has  or  has  uot  found  a 
thing,  I  think  no  man  would  bo  asked  to  "eofteci  whether  he  did  not  find"  a 
thinp  himself.  I  suspect  tliat  a  whole  clausi^has  dropped  out,  to  this  effect ;  ••and 
out  of  it  collect  [whether  there  was  suiTirient  hope  of  sincerity  of  iwoeceding  on 
tho  part  of  Spain  )  and  if  tliey]  did  not  find,**  etc.  It  can  hardly  bo  doubted  that  . 
tho  **  then  **  which  follows—**  then  in  whst  manner,*'  ate.— answers  to  an  ••  if  tiny 
did  not**  going  before. 
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For  tlw»  other  two  pointii  of  the  Piracy  and  Savoy,  hin  M.  ^aid  that  bein^ 
to  apeak  the  next  day  with  hin  whole  Council  of  other  mattera,  he  would 
then  apeak  of  these  tilings  and  ai^tfy  hist  plcaanre  therein. 

After  which  speech  of  his  AI.  delivered  to  the  Councillors  above  named. 
they  met  twice,  and  the  first  day  heard  Sir  John  Di^by  make  report  of 
the  whole  pr<MHH*diri>:K  that  ha<l  bc«»n  Imd,  as  rnA\  by  him  in  Spain  an  hero 
by  the  Karl  of  Somerset;  and  likewii»c  by  him  both  with  the  Duke  of 
Lemia  and  the  Spanish  ambassador  resident  hero  since  his  return  out  of 
Spain ;  and  opened  likewise  how  far  he  luid  at  his  being  in  Spain  pro- 
ceeded in  the  point  of  Beligion,  how  far  some  of  the  clergy  there  had 
yielded,  and  what  demands  they  had  ^  ished  to  be  made,  what  exceptions 
he  had  taken  to  them,  and  how  they  were  afterwards  qualified.  At  the 
second  meeting,  their  Honours  upon  that  which  they  had  then  heard  did 
by  consent  agree  that  his  M.  might  with  honour  enter  into  a  treaty 
of  marriage,  and  enter  openly,  and  by  giving  commission  under  his  great 
seal  s  for  these  reasons. 

First,  fiiat  the  overture  having  first  been  made  from  S|>ain,  and  proposed 
and  pressed  by  them  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  his  M.  had  honour 
thereby,  for  that  for  the  most  part  such  motions  did  come  from  the  mascu- 
line part ;  but  in  this  his  M.  had  been  first  accepted  ;  whereby  he  had  this 
advantage,  that  if  it  break  upon  any  unreasonable  terms  on  their  sides 
they  would  draw  u|K>n  themselves  a  great  tincture*  of  ignoble  and  unworthy 
proceeding. 

Secondly,  that  his  M.  had  as  much  assurance  of  good  success  as  in 
■uch  a  case  could  be  had ;  for  as  for  the  temporal  consideration,  it  had 
been  aaid  that  his  M.  could  demand  nothing  within  compass  of  reason 
which  should  not  be  granted ;  and  as  for  matter  of  Religion,  that  they 
would  atrive  to  go  as  far  therein  to  give  his  M.  satisfaction  as  the  King 
of  Spain  with  his  honour  and  respect  to  Religion  could  possibly  go,  his  M. 
doing  tho  like  on  his  part  with  the  same  cautions. 

Thirdly,  for  that  it  was  no  dishonour  to  any  Prince  to  seek  marriage  of 
another  Prince  of  hia  own  rank,  whatsoever  the  success  did  prove.  But  in 
this  it  waa  very  likely  that  the  breach,  if  any  were,  could  not  bo  but  upon 
aome  material  point  of  Religion :  which  if  it  fell  out  would  not  be  any 
dishonour  to  his  M.  but  on  the  contrary  a  great  reputation  both  with  hia 
•nbjeeta  here  at  home  and  with  hia  friends  of  the  reformed  Religion  in 
foreign  parts. 

This  being  their  Honours'  opinion,  they  appointed  Mr.  Secretary  Bonde 
to  delirer  it  to  hia  M.  which  waa  done  the  same  day,  being  Ash* Wednes- 
day, in  the  erening,  the  5th  day  of  March  i  which  his  M.  having  heard 
did  approre.  But  withal  the  said  secretary  was  willed  to  say  to  his  M. 
that  for  particulars  either  in  matter  of  portion  to  be  demanded,  of  dower 
to  be  observed,  or  for  points  of  Religion  to  be  insisted  on ;  they  had  not 
taken  any  conaideration,  because  they  did  not  understand  that  his  M.  had 
gircn  so  far  oommiaaion. 

Wberennto  hia  M.  replied  that  they  were  to  bare  further  consideration 

*  So  in  MS. 
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of  thete  pftrticulani,  as  well  of  th«  one  tort  aa  tbe  other,  and  deliTor  their 
opinions  unto  him ;  whereupon  their  Honours  appointed  another  meeting 
on  Friday  following,  the  7  of  March,  to  eonfer  tikereof. 

The  result  of  Friday't  conference  is  not  known.  But  it  could 
onljr  bare  applied  to  details.  Tliat  the  treaty  of  marriage  ahould  bo 
proceeded  with,  was  decided  with  the  clear  consent  of  those  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  to  whom  the  question  had  been  referred,  and 
upon  a  full  review  of  all  the  circumstances.  Bacon  was  one  ot 
these»*  and  may  be  fairly  held  responsible  for  concurring  in  tho 
aflirroatiTO  opinion.  Now  we  have  seen  that  about  a  year  and  a 
half  before,  he  hnd  said  in  n  letter  to  the  King  that  though  tho 
rumour  of  a  match  with  Spaiu  might  be  of  use,  he  *' should  not  easily 
advise  that  it  should  be  really  eifccted  ;**'  and  in  what  respect,  it 
may  be  asked,  was  tho  case  changed  so  as  to  justify  a  change  in  his 
opinion  ?  Tlio  change,  I  imagine,  was  not  so  much  in  the  case  it- 
self as  in  his  knowledge  of  it.  It  is  one  thing  to  adviso  a  man 
against  a  particular  marria«;e  when  you  suppose  him  to  stand  quite 
free,  and  anotlier  when  you  know  him  to  have  civen  the  lady  just 
rt^ason  to  expei't  an  otler.  Till  Bacon  hoard  l)igby*»  account  of  tho 
Htate  of  tho  negotiation  he  did  not  know  how  fur  the  King  was  com- 
mitted. The  question  now  was  not  whether  it  was  wise  to  commit 
himself  ko  far,  but  being  so  far  committed,  how  it  was  best  to  pro- 
ceed. Hucou*M  objection  to  the  marriage  was  founded  probably  upon 
Die  unpopularity  of  Spain  with  tho  majority  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mens.  In  tho  eyes  of  the  Puritans  an  alliance  with  Spain  was  an 
aUiauce  with  AntichriHt,  and  believing  aM  he  did  that  the  only  ade- 
quate remedy  for  thono  pecuniary  embarrassments  which  were 
making  all  the  buKiuesK  of  Government  so  difficult  must  come  from 
Parliament,  he  feared  that  the  effect  would  bo  to  postpone  it :  the 
liowcr  House  would  be  less  than  ever  in  a  humour  to  vote  supplies. 
That  the  popular  feeling  was  in  great  part  superstitious  and  irra- 
tional did  not  make  it  the  Ichs  formidable;  and  I  know  no  reason 
for  sup{>08ing  that  he  tliought  better  of  the  match  in  point  of  policy 
than  ho  had  done  before.  But  the  King, — who  governed  in  these 
mutters  for  himself, — had  already  advanced  so  far  (with  the  zealous 
assistance,  be  it  remembered,  of  no  less  a  man  than  8ir  John  Digby, 
however  originally  against  his  advice)  that  he  could  not  easily  re- 
treat without  inconsistency  and  discredit;  and  the  best  that  could  now 
be  done  was  to  manage  the  conditions  so  as  either  to  disarm  tho 

*  The  E«rl  of  Brittol  Momt  to  speak  of  "the  ooumiMioiien  for  the  marriage'* 
(of  whom  Baoon  was  cortainljr  one)  at  tho  nnio  perton*  to  whom  he  explained  tho 
ttate  of  the  neffoiiation.  See  '  Earl  of  Bristol  s  Defimoo  of  his  Negotiatione  in 
Spain.'    Caind.  Soo.  Miscellany,  toL  vi.  p.  9.  *  See  Vol  Y •  p.  18S. 
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alliance  of  nil  danger  or  to  break  it  off  in  good  time  nnd  on  good 
terms.    Now  a  raarriago  with  8|)ain,  though  unpopular  iu  England, 
was  not  necessarily  a  bad  thing  in  itself.     Curried  out  fairly  on  both 
sides,  it  might  have  been  good  for  both.     If  the  S[)ani8li  government 
could  haTc  seen  and  accepted  the  fact  that  England  had  become  a 
Protestant  nation,  and  not  merely  a  nation  governed  by  a  sovereign 
who  for  politic  reasons  profe&sed  himself  a  Protestant ;  if  they  coulil 
have  believed  that  Protestantism  had  as  much  faith  in  its  own  gods 
as  they  had  in  theirs ;  if  they  could  have  been  content  to  aim  at  the 
relief  of  tho  English  CatholicH  from  oppression  without  aspiring  to 
re-establish  them  in  authority;  and  if  they  could  have  cordially 
united  with  England  in  an  endeavour  to  compose  the  religious  dis* 
sensions  of  Europe  by  enforcing  equitable  conditions  between  the 
contending  parties;  the  alliance  might  have  proved  a  fortunate  thing 
for  the  world.     The  Catholics  of  J'«nglaiid,  ccasiiig  to  be  dangerous, 
would  have  been  less  perHCcuted;  and  sucli  measures  fur  I  lie  good 
of  Europe  as  England  and  Spain  would  have  concurred  in  taking 
would  have  been  measures  for  the  good  of  Europe.     AVe  know  now 
that  this  was  not  to  be.     Wo  know  now  that  tjje  Spanish  statesmen 
utterly  misunderstood  the  case;  that  their  wisest  councillors  were 
under  a  fixed  impression  that  tho  re-establishment  of  Catholicism 
in  England  (the  highest  service  they  could  render  to  God  and  his 
Church)  might  bo  effected  by  a  Royal  Proclamation,  and  that  a  Koyal 
Proclamation  for  the  purpose  might  be  obtained  by  a  little  cajolery 
and  bribery.     AVe  know  that  they  were  trying  from  first  to  last  to 
hianage  the  negotiation  in  that  spirit  to  that  end.     But  the  English 
councillors  at  that  time,  whatever  they  may  have  apprehended,  had 
no  right  to  Msume  all  this.     It  was  enough  to  be  prepared  for  tho 
contingency.    The  professions  of  Spain,  so  far,  were  fair ;  tho  oflera 
liberal ;  the  demands  not  unreasonable.     So  long  as  England  was 
asked  to  do  nothing  in  return  except  what  would  be  good  in  itself,— 
and  a  relaxation  of  the  severities  which  t]>o  Gunpowder  Plot  had 
brought  upon  tho  Catholics,  under  conditions  tending  to  make  them 
loyal,  would  have  been  a  good  thing.—there  was  no  reason  why  tho 
propoaal  should  not  bo  entertained.    If  in  the  course  of  the  nego- 
tiation they  sliould  alter  their  terms  and  increase  tlieir  demands,  it 
would  still  be  open  to  refuse  them,  and  (if  they  insisted)  to  break 
off  the  treaty.     And  a  breach  upon  that  ground— especially  if  it 
turned  upon  a  point  of  Religion,  as  it  probably  would— far  from 
being  a  disadvantage,  would  leave  the  Government  in  a  bettor  posi- 
tion  than  it  stood  in  now ;  for  it  would  bo  a  popular  quarrel,  and 
would  giye  them  the  support  not  only  of  tho  Pariiament  and  people 
•t  hooM,  but  of  Protestantism  through  Europe.    They  held  it,  in 
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aiiorti  to  be  o  very  tafo  enterprise ;  for  if  it  sucoeedcd,  the  eondi- 
tioDs  would  be  honourablt*  aud  advaulAgeoui ;  if  it  fkilod,  the  brcnefa 
would  bo  honourable  and  advoutagcous. 

i^uch  I  take  to  have  beeu  the  substance  of  the  adrico  which  these 
councillors  gare  the  KiugJ  We  shall  see  as  we  proceed  how  Bacou 
tried  to  giro  cflect  to  it. 

13. 

Tho  part  which  he  took  in  tliis  deliberation  was  probably  his  hut 
service  a«  Attorney  General.  On  the  5th  of  March,  the  Lord  Chan- 
ccllor,  who  had  long  been  begging  to  be  relieTcd  from  the  cares  of 
oflTice,  succeeded  nt  Inst  in  inducing  the  King  to  accept  his  resigna- 
tion. He  was  allowed  to  deliver  up  tho  Great  8eal  on  the  Cth,  aud 
(»n  the  7lli  it  was  given,  with  the  title  of  Lord  Keeper,  to  fiacon. 
Ci»nteui|K>rary  lelier-writers  mention  several  oouipetitors  for  the  ap- 
pointment, and  name  the  sums  they  oflered  for  it.  But  such  storica 
are  valuublc  only  os  evidence  of  what  people  were  ready  to  believe. 
Bacon  considered  himself  indebted  for  it  to  the  disinterested  friend- 
ship of  Buckingham ;  and  it  may  well  be  believed  that  if  tlio  Fa- 
vourite had  used  his  influence  for  another,  the  chances  would  have 

'  Mr.  Oarclincr  inaititoini  iliat  "  the  ))oin(a  of  rvlif^ioii  to  be  in»i«(fd  on"  rpUtcd 
in\\y  to  *'tlio  ilctails  of  tlic  trt*aty,  ■ucli  am,  -at  what  up)  tlic  children  «liould  be 
tiikon  from  tlic  cnn*  of  tlioir  iiiotlicr,  *Ali]it  jiirtMlii*tion»bouhI  1m*  allowed  lo  the 
re(*li^i::*tii*ii  of  her  hou#eho1<i,  niul  vo  on  "  (Frnner'i  Mni^xine,  Mnjr  1H71)  ;  an<l 
represent*  the  e.m«ultation  iw  a  "farer/*  because  (int,  the  general  qiiottion  of  the 
ilesh*ub1ene0.«  of  the  nlnrriil*^*  wa«  not  laid  before  the  coniniiMionert  at  all  i  and 
M'eondly,  the  question  of  n*lif;ious  toleration  was  not  bn>uf>ht  U*foro  them  in  an/ 
«uch  »hn)ie  as  to  make  it  |)Ott»ibie,  without  i;oing  out  of  their  way,  to  eipnvs  tlicir 
0])inion«  ubout  it. 

But  nAer  much  dineuMion  of  the  iiiiitter  with  him  both  in  print  and  writing,  I  re* 
main  incre<luIou».  Tlie  queot  ion  of  t  he  desirableness  of  tho  marriage  seems  to  me  to 
be  neeei«9nrilT  iiiTolred  in  the  question  whether  it  was  desirable  to  enter  into  a  tivaty 
with  the  object  of  concluding  the  nmrriage.  And  if  the  question  of  religious 
toleration  did  not  come  before  the  conimis^tioncrs,  it  was  only  because  tke  demnmd 
for  toleration  hating  Iteen  Mfithdramn^  it  did  not  form  \fxi  of  the  case.  It  might  no 
doubt  be  renewed  ;  and  if  n*ncwc<l,  might  be  a  just  occasion  for  a  *'  breach  u]M>n 
a  material  article  of  religion,"  and  about  this  they  did  go  out  of  their  way  to  ex- 
presti  their  opinion.  But  whether  they  expresMMi  an  opinion  on  it  or  not,  I  do 
not  see  how  they  could  hare  hel|ied  taking  the  subject  into  eonsidcratian.  What  , 
was  to  be  Inid  before  them  was  the  ttnte  of  the  negotiation  ;  and  as  tlie  withdrawal 
by  S]Niin  of  the  demands  oonceming  religion  was  specially  mentioned  as  the  dif* 
ferenco  in  tho  present  case  which  induced  the  King  to  ask  tlieir  advice  upon  it, 
and  distinguished  it  from  former  occasions  when  it  had  been  rejected  at  onoo  with- 
out reference  to  the  Council,  T  do  not  see  how  these  demands  could  liavo  lielpod 
forming  part  of  the  case  which  they  had  to  consider.  Tho  question  whetlier  tlie 
Prince  should  marry  the  Infanta  iuTolved  the  question  whctlior  he  sliould  marry 
a  Roman  Catholic  wife,  and  thereby  incur  wliatever  demands  for  oonoesaioot  and 
toleration  to  the  Catholics  might  bo  expected  to  follow  {  and  so  far  were  these 
from  being  thought  unimportont  that  l>igby  was  expressly  forbidden  to  aporove 
of  anything  new  without  first  re|iorting  and  receiving  directions  { the  matter  beinf 
thought  too  important  to  be  left  to  the  discroiioa  of  a  ainglo  man. 
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been  against  him.  The  next  letter,  written  on  the  same  daj  ou 
which  he  reoei?od  the  seal  from  the  King,  expresses  his  sense  of  the 
obligation. 

Mt  Lord  Keeper  to  my  Lord  op  Buckingham  upon  his 

BEING  CHOSEN  LORD  KeEPER.^ 

My  dearest  Lord, 

It  is  both  iu  cares  and  kindness,  that  small  ones  float  up 

to  the  tongue,  and  great  ones  sink  down  into  the  heart  with 

silence.    Therefore  I  could  speak  little  to  your  Lordship  to-day, 

neither  had  I  tit  time :  but  1  must  profess  thus  much,  that  in 

this  day's  work  you  are  the  truest  and  perfcctest  mirror  and 

example  of  firm  and  generous  friendship  that  ever  was  iu  court. 

And  I  shall  count  every  day  lost,  wherein  I  shall  not  either 

study  your  well  doing  in  thought,  or  do  your  name  honour  in 

speech,  or  perform  you  service  in  deed.   Good  my  Lord,  account 

and  accept  me 

Your  most  bounden  and  devoted  friend 

and  servant  of  all  men  living, 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.  S. 
March  7, 1616. 

>  Oibwii  Papen,  toI.  tui.  f.  6a    Fair  copj.    TIm  heMling  it  from  the  docket, 
whieh  it  in  McMityt*t  band. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 
A.D.  1617.    March-July,    jctat.  57. 

1. 

Those  of  my  ivmlcn  who  complain  that  I  bavo  told  them  uothiii|; 
about  Bacou*8  married  life'  ( unreasonably »  I  think ;  seeing  that  I 
have  told  all  I  know)  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  before  the  King  act 
out  on  bin  Scotch  expedition  tlio  following  warrant  aaii  prepared  (or 
proposed)  for  his  signature. 

A  WABBAVT  FOB  COXFBXBIHO  ▲  DtOHITT  UPOX  THB  LaDT  BaCOX,  WIPB 
TO  OUB  TBU8TY  AMD  WBLI.-BBLOTBD  SiB  F.  II.,  RTC. 

James  Kcx. 
Trusty  and  wcIl-bcloTcd,  wo  greet  you  well.  These  are  to  command 
you  that  you  forthwith  cause  a  book  to  bo  drawn  fit  for  our  signature, 
declaring  our  will  and  royal  pleasure  to  be  that  the  Lady  Bacon,  wife  to 
our  truf^ty  and  well-beloTcd  Counsellor  Sir  F.  B.,  knt.,  L.  Keeper  of  our 
Great  Seal,  shall  bo  ranked  in  place  and  precedency  in  all  places  and  at 
all  meetings,  as  well  public  as  prirate,  next  to  the  ladies  or  wiTcs  of  the 
Barons  of  this  our  realm.  Wherein  we  will  command  and  express  our 
royal  pleasure  to  be,  that  all  ladies  of  what  estate  or  degree  sooTcr,  under 
the  estate  or  degree  of  a  Baroness,  wife  or  widow  to  a  Baron  of  this  our 
realm,  shall  hereafter  at  all  times  and  in  all  places  permit  and  sufler  the 

'  Soo  Fraiier*f  Magnztiu*,  toI.  liiit.  p.  7\H. — I  m*c  that  nn cxprt'ssion  wlikrli  I  iimiI 
on  thin  fubjtH't  hnt*  boon  miituti(l«T»too(l  by  two  or  thrvc  critim,  tind  aa  the  ini.iun* 
defBtondinfc  may  be  Keiu*rul,  I  tako  tliin  opjiortiiiiily  of  corivcttnK  it.  When  I 
said  (Vol.  III.  p.  21)2)  that  "twenty  Tcani  of  iiiiirrti*d  lift*  in  trktcA  tke  ^auijtg 
and  »caudalmoHffert  of  ike  time  found  nothing  to  talk  ahonf  have  a  rif(lit  to  rc- 
tiinin  oxctnpt  from  iufrnttoH"  I  did  not  mean  to  forbid  enqui/y,  or  •  full  n*|x>rt  of 
tho  rctultf  of  enquiry.  I  sliould  bo  glad  to  know,  and  tliould  certainly  have  felt 
bound  to  report,  as  much  about  Bacon's  married  life  as  can  bo  learned.  Tlio 
"intrusion*^  1  deprecated  (as  I  thought  the  context  sufficiently  explained)  was 
tho  intrusion  of  gonaip  and  scandal — injurious  surmises  without  anr  enquinr  or 
any  authoritv  or  any  proTOcation,  such  as  wo  find  in  Lord  Osmpbell  (vol.  iii.  p. 
49,  ed.  18u7)  and  his  reriewor  (Kdia.  Bor.  toL  IxxxiiL  p.  818),  who  nofsrthdcas 
was  a  remarkably  amiable  naan. 
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■aid  Lady  Btcon  to  Iihtc,  take,  and  enjoy  tiie  place  and  prccctlency  beforo 
them  and  erery  of  them.    And  iliii  uliall  l»e  your  warrant. 

Giren  under  our  at  our  Palace  of  Westm'.  tbc  day 

of  March  in  the  1  tth  yt^r  of  our  rci»;n  of  £.  F.  &  I.  and  of  Scotland  the 
5<Hh. 

To  Sir  Harry  Yelrcrton,  our  Attorney  General.' 

Beyond  this  I  regret  to  say  that  my  iuforiiiation  doea  not  go. 
Whether  the  warrant  came  directly  frou)  the  King,  at  his  own  or 
Buckingham's  suggestion,  as  a  mark  of  rcRpect  which  Bacon  would 
value ;  or  wa8  drat\  n  up  by  Bacon  himself  utider  an  impulse  of  con- 
jugal affection,  with  the  intention  of  asking  the  King  to  sign  it ; — 
whether  it  was  laid  before  the  King  after  all,  and,  if  it  was,  whether 
the  King  did  ever  sign  it ; — whether  Lndy  Bacon  had,  took,  and  en- 
joyed the  place  and  precedency  of  other  ladies  under  the  degree 
of  Bjironess,  and,  if  she  did,  whether  any  of  the  other  ladies  disliked 
it; — all  thcso  questions  I  would  willingly  answer  if  I  know  how. 
But  I  hare  not  as  yet  met  with  the  means. 


2. 

Bacon  was  now  the  principal  officer  of  the  kingdom,  except  tho 
King;  and  as  he  made  it  his  business  to  keep  the  King  continually 
informed  in  his  absence  of  all  that  passed  in  Council,  his  letters  (of 
which  he  Wiui  now  more  careful  to  preserve  copies)  are  frequent  aud 
continuous  enough  during  tho  next  six  months  to  be  sufficiently  in- 
telligible with  very  little  explanation. 

The  first  business  of  which  I  find  any  record  under  his  hand  re- 
lates to  the  project,  recommended  originally  by  Sir  Arthur  Chi- 
chester, for  erecting  staple  towns  in  Ireland  for  the  exportation  of 
wool ;  upon  which  we  have  seen  Bacon*s  report  in  the  first  chapter 
of  this  volume.  It  is  a  letter  from  tho  Council  to  the  I^ord  Deputy 
of  Ireland,  a  copy  of  which  is  preserved  among  the  Carew  manu- 
scripts in  the  Lambeth  Library.  «^ 

Thb  Council  to  the  Lo.  Deputy  or  Ikbland.     10  March, 

1616.« 

It  is  not  unknown  to  you  that  for  many  weighty  reasons 
highly  concerniug  the  good  of  both  his  Ma^*  kingdoms  of 

*  Add.  MS8.  Br.  Mu.  4259.  Copy  in  the  hand  of  John  Locker.  Not  Mid 
whence  taken.  s  Lambeth  MS8.  617,  f.  IM. 
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England  anil  Ireland  for  preventing  the  exportation  of  wool  out 
of  that  realm  into  foreign  |)arts,  a  course  was  thought  upon  at 
your  lac^t  being  here,  advised  by  yourself  the  .Lo.  Chichctter, 
and  some  others  to  whom  that  businesn  was  recommended,  for 
erecting  of  certain  staple  towns  in  Ireland  that  should  have  sole 
ix>wer  and  authority  to  transjiort  the  wools  of  that  realnff  bucIi 
as  were  not  manufactured  in  the  kingdom,  to  other  11^  Towii» 
in  England  that  should  be  assigned  as  corrcs))ond<d^  to  receive 
that  commodity  from  thence.      Hereupon  the  business  bein^ 
well  projected  by  yon  an<l  the  rest  of  tlie  Committees  with  many 
neccj^sary  cautions  and  provisions,  it  had  besides  sundry  other  re- 
ferences ;  first  to  me  the  Ijord  Kec|)er,  then  his  Ma^>'"  Attorney 
General,  and  afterwanls  to  other  |)ersons,  by  reason  of  former 
cm])lnynient  well  cx|)eriene(^d  in  the  state  of  that  realm.     V|k>ii 
all  which  several  references  we  received  ccrtiOeatcs  and  opinionti, 
which  wc  send  to  your  Lp.  herewith.     Wc  arc  now  thei*cforc  to 
let  you  know  that  upon  mature  and  grave  advertisenient  the 
business  hath  i*eeeived  a  full  approbation  at  tlic  lUianl  and  is 
ready  for  execution.     The  old  staple  towns  have  been  dealt 
withal,  as  wc  understand,  by  those  that  were  the  last  year  sent 
from  hence  and  were  employed  by  your  Lp.  for  that  purixwe ; 
which  towns,  as  we  hear,  arc  not  so  conformable  and  willing  to 
receive  the  conditions  of  this  new  staple  now  to  1)C  established, 
as  is  fit  they  should  l)c ;  wherein  if  they  |)ersist,  or  shall  refui«e 
to  release  all  such  customs  and  forfeitures  as  are  given  them  by 
the  statute,  1)cing  hereunto  first  moved  by  your  Lp.  and  that 
Council,   whereof  you  will  advertise  us,  his  Ma*'  may  (if  it 
please  him)  take  from  them  the  Ix^ncftt  of  the  non  obstante  and  so 
make  their  privileges  of  no  use  unto  them,  until  u))on  their  con- 
formity he  shall  vouchsafe  to  restore  them  to  their  exemption 
again.    To  this  end  your  Lp.  is  first  to  cause  a  proclamation 
forthwith  to  Ix;  publishal,  for  restraining  generally  the  cxporta> 
tion  of  all  sorts  of  wools,  wool  fells,  morlins,  shorlings,  lamlK 
skins,  woollen  yarns  and  flocks;  the  two  first  sorts  being  ex- 
prcssly  forbidden  by  statutes,  and  for  the  rest   (the  statutes 
being  not  so  clear)  his  Ma*>'  proclamation  may  supply  them; 
so  as  all  being  once  equally  prohibited,  his  Ma*'  may  release  it 
again  to  the  new  staple  towns  by  a  non  oMante  in  their  char- 
ters, as  also  by  altering  the  proclamation  afterwards  with  a  saviug 
and  exception  to  the  old  staplers,  if  their  conformity  hereafter 
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do  desen-c  it.  Thus  your  Lp.  sees  the  course  which  we  thiuk 
fit  to  be  takcu  there.  For  the  drawing  up  of  the  new  charter 
and  the  rest  which  is  to  be  acted  here,  order  is  given  for  it  and 
they  shall  be  dispatched  with  all  expedition.    And  so,  etc. 

Lo.  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

Lo.  Keeper.  Lo.  Vi.  Wallingford. 

Lo.  Privy  Seal.  Lo.  Bp.  of  Ely. 

Lo.  Steward.  Air.  Vice  Chamberlain. 

Lo.  Chamberlain.  Mr.  Sccr.  liakc. 

E.  of  Arundel.  M^  of  the  Rolls. 

March  10, 1610. 

In  pursuance  of  this  order,  a  letter  was  written  to  Sir  Henry 
Telrerton  on  the  20th  Marcli,  roquirin<i;  hiin  "  to  draw  Bills  enabling 
Londonderry,  l)ro<(lieda,  KarrickferguB,  and  Youghnll  in  Ireland  to 
be  staple  towns,  with  powers  and  conditions  accord  in  j?  to  tlio  several 
certificates  of  the  Lord  Keeper  and  others.*''  And  Patents  were 
granted  accordingly.  Experience  did  not  however  in  this  case  make 
good  the  common  saying,  quoted  by  Sir  Edward  Coke.'  If  '*  riches 
followed  the  staple,*'  it  seems  that  tbc  country  did  not  come  in  for 
its  share.  Of  eight  towns  to  which  the  privilege  was  ofiercd,  seven 
refused  to  accept  it ;  and  before  three  years  were  out  the  Lord  Presi. 
dent  and  the  Council  of  Mun^ter  grievously  complained  of  the  work- 
ing of  it  to  the  Lord  Deputy  and  Council  of  Ireland.  The  Lord 
Deputy  and  Council  of  In^land  recommended  it  to  the  Council  of 
England  for  redress;'  and  the  Commissionera  to  whom  the  Council 
of  England  referred  the  question  summed  up  their  re]^>ort  as  follows — 

*'Upon  consideration  of  the  whole  matter,  which  hath  boon  opened  at 
Imrgo  and  heard  divers  times  before  us, 

Fonsmuch  an  the  Lord  Deputy,  that  amongst  others  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  this  now  erection,  hath  out  of  hi«  knowledge  and  experience  there 
certified  your  Lordships  that  how  fair  soever  the  face  of  the  staple 
appeared  at  lint,  the  proceeding  hath  discovered  it  to  be  full  of  fraud 
and  ineoDvenience,  producing  no  pari  of  that  good  it  promised,  but  work- 
ing oontnury  effects,  to  the  hindrance  of  numbers  that  prospered  and  now 

*  Lamb.  M8S.  617  f.  195.  *  Boo  above.  Chapter  I.  p.  1. 

'  On  June  90, 1619,  tlie  Council  in  Ireland  wroto  to  the  Counoil  in  EngUnd, 
**  that  tbe  staple  business  had  produced  none  of  the  good  it  promised  :'*  enclosing 
•  letter  addrrssed  to  them  by  several  i^ersons,  on  the  26th  or  Msy,  containing  the 
against  these  sUple  towns.    Lamb.  MSS.  017,  f.  190-196. 
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Are  ID  danger  to  be  OTcrthrown  i  we  are  of  opinion  under  your  LordHliiiw* 
good  favour,  thai  until  the  manufacture  be  a  little  better  upread  in  the 
country  and  the  people  more  familiarly  acquainted  with  thai  kind  of  im* 
proving  their  own  labours  to  their  own  benefit,  thai  there  may  be  free 
iMiying  and  nelling  of  wooU  to  be  ditpoeed  as  ihall  be  nniuisite.  And  for 
puch  aoolii  as  shall  be  brought  to  Voughall  sAer  ofler  made  of  the  said 
wools  to  the  staplers,  and  upon  delay  thorci4>oii  made  either  under  colour 
of  price  or  otherwise,  that  liberty  be  granted  freely  to  tranK|)ori  the  same 
upon  good  and  sudicient  bond  in  the  Custom  Iloiuie  there  to  bring  the 
fame  wools  into  England  and  return  certiGcate  thereof:  whieh  course  of 
taking  good  bonds  ia  to  be  held  in  all  other  pori  towns.**' 


3. 

I  explained  at  the  cud  of  tho  last  chapter  what  I  conceive  to  have 
beeu  Ikcoirs  |)osition  with  regard  to  tho  Spanish  match.  The  King 
was  too  far  committed  to  retreat  without  further  cuise.  Tho  beat 
course  was  to  continue  the  negotiation,  and  endeavour  to  guide  it  to 
Homo  good  end ;  for  tho  benefit  of  Christendom,  including  both  Pro- 
testants and  Catholics,  if  it  was  to  go  on  ;  of  England  and  Protet> 
tantiam,  if  it  was  to  bo  broken  (»tr.  At  present  it  seemed  to  be 
going  on ;  and  we  are  now  to  see  wlini  kind  of  good  Bacon  proposed 
to  get  out  of  it,  and  how. 

To  THE  Kino.* 

May  it  ploAsc  your  most  excellent  Majesty, 

My  continual  meditations  upon  your  Majcaty's  scnrioe  and 
greatness  have  amongst  other  things  produced  this  pajicr  en- 
closed, which  I  most  hum)>]y  pray  your  Majesty  to  excuse,  being 
that  which,  in  my  judgment,  I  think  to  be  good  both  de  vera 
and  ad  populum.  Of  other  things  I  have  written  to  my  Lord 
of  Buckingham.'  God  for  ever  prcscnrc  and  pros|)cr  your 
Majesty. 

Your  Majesty's  humble  servant, 

most  devoted  and  most  bonnden, 

Fe.  Bacon. 

March  23, 1C16. 

*  Report  to  tho  Conncil,  10  Oct.  1610,  Signed  G.  Osrew,  Fulke  OierilleL  Oeo. 
Gslrcrt,  Jul.  Cflnor,  T.  Edmundes.    8.  P.  Lelsnd. 

'  Oibton  Papers,  rol.  riii.  f.  GO.  Copy.  Docketed  by  MointjA,  *•  My  Lord 
Keeper  to  hi«  Majesty  with  some  srkUtionsl  instructionn  for  8ir  John  Digby." 

'In  Stephens's  catalogue  (Add.  MUS,  'i2&9)  smong  tlie  *Mettcn  to  Sir  O. 
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A    RBMBMBRANCB    ADDITIONAL    TO    THE     INSTRUCTIONS    OP    SiR 

JdHN   DlGBY.^ 

BesidcA  your  instructions  directory  to  the  snli^tancc  of  the 
main  errand^  wc  wotihl  have  you  iu  the  whole  cnrringc  and  pas. 
sngcs  of  your  negotiation^  as  well  with  the  King  himself  as  the 
Duke  of  Lcrma  and  Council  therc^  intermix  discourse  upon  fit 
occasions,  that  may  express  ourselves  to  the  eflfect  following  : 

That  you  doubt  not  but  that  both  kings,  for  that  which  con- 
cenis  religion,  will  proceed  sincerely,  both  being  intire  and  per- 
fect in  their  own  Ix^licf  and  way :  but  that  there  are  so  many 
noble  and  excellent  cffcetit,  which  are  equally  acceptable  to  both 
religions,  and  for  the  good  and  ha])piness  of  the  Christian  world, 
which  may  arise  of  this  conjunction,  as  the  union  of  both  kin^^s 
in  actions  of  estate  may  make  the  difference  in  religion  as  laid 
aside  and  almost  forgotten. 

As  first,  that  it  will  be  a  means  utterly  to  extinguish  and  extir- 
|)atc  pirates,  which  are  the  common  enemies  of  mankind,  and  do 
so  much  infest  Europe  at  this  time. 

Also,  that  it  may  be  a  beginning  and  seed  (for  the  like  actions 
l)eforc  have  had  less  l)eginnings)  of  a  holy  war  against  the  Turk, 
whercunto  it  seems  the  events  of  time  doth  invite  Christian 
kings,  in  respect  of  the  great  corruption  and  relaxation  of  dis- 
ripline  of  war  in  that  empire ;  and  much  more  in  respect  of  the 
utter  ruin  and  enervation  of  the  Grand  Signor's  navy  and  forces 
by  sea ;  which  0|X!ncth  a  way  (without  congregating  vast  armies 
by  land)  to  suifoo^te  and  starve  Constantinoploy  and  thereby  to 
put  those  provinces  into  mutiny  and  insurrection. 

Also,  that  by  the  same  conjunction  there  will  lie  erected  a 
tribunal  or  pnetorian  power  to  decide  the  controversies  which 
may  arise  amongst  the  princes  and  estates  of  Christendom  with- 
out cfiusion  of  Christian  blood ;  for  so  much  as  any  estate  of 

Tillien,  Marquit  snd  Duke  of  Buckingham,'*  is  tbo  following  entrr.  "  23  Mar. 
IGlfi. — *  I  shall  now  bcgin/-HX>nGcmiDg  a  riot  made  upon  tho  pbijliouac,  etc."  I 
hare  not  been  able  to  find  this  letter. 

There  liad  been  great  disorders  among  the  apprmtires  "or  rather  (sars  Chnm- 
WrUin)  the  unruly  fieoplo  of  the  suburbs/*  on  Siirore  Tuesday.  Among  other 
outrages  thej  broke  into  tho  **  new  playhouse,  some  tinM  a  roek*pit,  in  Drury 
liane,  where  the  Queen's  players  used  to  plaj/'  burned  tho  pIar*books,  destroyed 
tlie  furniture,  ete.  See  *  Court  and  Times  of  Jame^  I.'  vol.  i.  p.  46i.  Bacon*i  letter 
would  no  doubt  contain  an  aeoount  of  wliat  ha<l  been  done  with  tho  rioters. 

*  Gibson  Papers,  vol.  viii.  f.  59.  Written  throughout  in  Meautys's  luind.  Cor- 
rected thioucliout  in  Baeon*t.  Docketed  '^Moreh  23, 1616.  Additional  instruc* 
f  iona  for  Sir  John  Digby.'* 
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Christendom  will  hardly  recede  from  that  whieh  the  two  kin^ 
shall  mediate  or  determine. 

Also,  that  whereas  tliere  doth  as  it  were  erccp  upon  the  ground 
a  di»poftition  in  some  places  to  make  {lopular  estates  and  lea{;uc» 
to  the  disadvantage  of  monarchies,  tlie  conjunctiou  of  the  two 
kings  will  be  able  to  stop  and  imi)cdite  t|ie  growth  of  any  sucli 
evil. 

Tlicse  discourses  you  shall  do  well  frequently  to  beat  upon,  and 
thcreti  ithal  to  fill  up  the  spaces  of  the  active  part  of  your  negotia-. 
tion;  representing  that  it  stands  well  with  the  greatness  and 
majesty  of  the  two  kings  to  extend  their  cogitations  and  the  in- 
fluence of  their  government,  not  only  to  their  own  subjects,  but 
to  the  state  of  the  whole  world  besides,  specially  the  Christian 
portion  thereof. 

The  next  pa|>er,  written  a  week  later,  explains  what  was  doing  id 
Council. 

Account  of  Council  Business.^ 

For  remedy  against  the  infestation  of  pirates  (than  whieh 
there  is  not  a  l)etter  work  under  heaven,  and  therefore  worthy 
of  the  great  care  his  Majesty  hath  expressed  concerning  the  same). 
This  is  done : 

First,  Sir  Thomas  Smith  ^  hath  certified  in  writing,  on  the 
behalf  of  the  merchants  of  Loudon,  that  there  will  be  a  contribu- 
tion of  £20,000  a  year,  during  two  years  space,  towards  the 
charge  of  repressing  the  pirates ;  wherein  we  do  both  conceive 
that  this  (being  as  the  first  offer)  will  be  increased ;  and  we 
consider  also  that  the  merchants  of  the  West  (who  have  sustained 
in  proportion  far  greater  damage  than  those  of  London)  will  come 
into  the  circle,  and  follow  the  example.  And  for  that  pur|K>se 
letters  are  directed  unto  them. 

Secondly,  for  the  consultation  de  niodo  of  the  arming  and  pro- 
ceeding against  them ;  in  respect  that  my  Lord  Admiral  cometh 
not  yet  abroad,  the  table  hath  referred  it  to  the  Lord  Treasurer, 
the  Lord  Carew,  and  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  (who 

'  Gibfon  Papen,  vol.  Tiit.  f.  60.  b.  Fsir  copr.  Docketed  in  Bacon't  litnd, 
*'  30  March,  1617.    Account  of  Coiuiiel  butincM.'' 

*  Governor  of  tlic  iiocicty  of  merrhantt  tradins  to  the  Raff 'Indies,  MuMsory, 
tlu)  French  and  Summer  Inlandt }  and  troaiuror  ?or  the  colon/  and  oonpanj  of 
Virginia,     (^'oto  by  K.  btrphent.) 
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Iicretofore  hath  served  as  treasurer  of  the  navy)  to  eoufcr  witli 
tlie  Lord  Admiral,  calling  to  that  conference  Sir  Roljcrt  Mausell 
and  others  eipert  in  sea-service ;  and  so  to  make  report  unto 
the  boanl.  At  which  time  some  prinei|)al  merchants  shall  like- 
wise attend  for  the  Lords'  better  information. 

So  that,  when  this  in  done,  his  Majesty  shall  be  advertised 
from  the  table:  whcnnipon  his  ^lajosty  may  l)e  pleased  to 
take  into  this  royal  consideration  both  the  business  in  itself, 
and  as  it  may  have  relation  to  Sir  John  Digby's  embassage. 

For  safety  and  caution  against  tumults  and  disonlers  in  and 
near  the  city  (in  respect  of  some  idle  flying  papers  that  were  cast 
ahroail  of  a  May-day/  &e.)  The  Lonls  have  wisely  taken  a 
course  neither  to  noise  it  or  nourish  it  by  too  much  apprehen- 
sion, nor  much  less  to  neglect  true  provision  to  make  all  sure. 
And  therefore  order  is  given,  that  as  well  the  trained  bands,  as 
the  military  bands  newly  erected,  shall  be  in  muster  as  well 
weekly  in  the  meantime  on  every  Thursday  (which  is  the  day 
upon  which  May-day  fallcth),  as  in  the  May  week  itself,  the 
2VIonday,  Tuesdiiy,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday.  Besides,  that 
the  strength  of  the  watches  shall  that  day  be  increased. 

For  the  buildings  in  and  about  London.  Order  is  given  for 
four  selected  aldermen  and  four  selected  justices  to  have  the  care 
and  charge  thereof  laid  npon  them ;  and  they  to  be  answerable 
for  the  observing  of  his  Majesty's  proclamation,  and  for  stop 
of  all  further  building ;  for  which  purposes  the  said  Eslues  are 
warned  to  be  l)efore  the  board,  where  they  shall  receive  a  strait 
charge,  and  be  tied  to  a  continual  account. 

For  the  provosts  marshals,  tliere  is  already  direction  given  for 
the  city  and  the  counties  adjacent ;  and  it  shall  be  strengthened 
with  further  commission  if  there  be  cause. 

For  the  proclamation,  that  lieutenants  (not  being  counsellors) 
deputy-lieutenants,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  gentlemen  of 
quality,  should  depart  the  city,  and  reside  in  their  countries. 
We  find  the  city  so  dead  of  company  of  that  kind  for  the  present, 
aa  we  aeooant  it  out  of  season  to  command  that  which  is  already 

'  In  tlliMKm  to  "  KnI  Mftj-dftj.**  euctlj  100  jean  befof«.    8m  8tow«*t 
CltromrlML    a.i».  1617. 
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done.  But  after  men  hare  attended  their  busineaa  the  two  next 
terrosy  in  the  end  of  Trinitjr*term  (aoconling  to  the  euatom) 
when  the  justices  attend  at  tlie  Star-ehaniber,  I  shall  give  a 
chaif^  eonccniing  the  same.  And  that  shall  Ixs  eorroliorated  by 
a  proelamation,  if  eause  be. 

For  the  information  given  against  the  Witheringtons,  that 
they  should  eountenanee  and  abet  the  spoils  and  disorders  in  tlie 
middle  shires :  We  find  the  informers  to  falter  and  fail  in  Uicir 
accusation.  Nevertheless  u)x>u  my  motion  the  table  hath 
ordered  that  the  informer  shall  attend  one  of  the  clerks  of  the 
council,  and  set  down  articulately  what  he  can  speak,  and  how 
he  can  prove  it,  and  against  whom,  either  the  Witheringtons  or 
others. 

For  the  causes  of  Ireland,  and  the  late  letters  from  the  Deputy^ 
we  have  but  entered  into  them,  and  have  ap])ointefl  Tucsilay  for 
a  further  consultation  of  the  same ;  and  therefore  of  that  subject 
I  forbear  to  write  more  for  this  present. 

4. 

One  of  the  subjects  touched  in  this  rc{>ort  produced  a  little  storm, 
wliicli  though  it  blow  over  without  doing  any  damage  at  that  time, 
contained  a  warning  to  Bacon  as  to  his  position  and  authority  with 
the  King,  so  significant  that  I  shall  give  it  a  section  to  itself. 

Before  tlio  King  left  Jjondon  lie  had  resolved  with  the  Council, 
among  other  things,  that  a  proclamation  should  be  issued  ordering 
the  gentry  from  London  into  the  country.    This  was  one  of  those 
interferences  with  an  Englishman's  liberty  to  do  what  ho  likes, 
which  it  wflH  obviously  inexpedient  to  resort  to  without  necessity ; 
and  the  Council,  finding  that  after  the  departure  of  the  Court  Loudon 
was  emptying  fast  enough  of  its  own  accord,  decided  to  suspend  the 
execution  of  it.    Tluir  right  to  do  so  they  assumed  as  a  matter  of 
course,  and  Wiuwood  (in  a  letter  dated  March  27)  merely  informed 
Lake,  who  was  with  the  King,  that  they  hod  withhold  tiie  Proclnma- 
tion  because  they  found  it  noedless.    In  a  measure  of  which  the 
expediency  depended  bo  entirely  upon  accidents  of  the  time  and 
place,  it  might  have  been  thought  that  the  King  would  be  satisfied 
with  the  judgment  of  his  councillors  who  were  on  the  spot.    But  it 
proved  quite  otherwise. 

"I  did  this  afternoon,"  nays  Lake,  replying  to  Winwood^s  letter, 
"acquaint  his  M.  with  yonr  letters.  ...  At  the  point  which  «m» 
ccmeth  the  stsjing  of  the  proclamation  he  brake  into  great  choler,  saying 

VOL.    VI.  M 
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he  was  contemned  and  hii  comniandmentt  neglected ;  and  whataoerer 
Feaaon  could  be  alleged,  he  penifiled  in  hit  passion.  That  he  would 
nerer  endure  that  a  matter  so  solemnlj  determined  bj  him  in  the  presence 
of  his  Council,  and  by  them  approved,  should  as  soon  as  his  back  is 
turned  be  changed  without  his  priTity.  Commanded  me  to  despatch 
presently  to  yoti  and  to  my  L.  Keeper  and  to  signify  his  pleasure  that  he 
would  have  the  prorlamation  presently  to  proceed,  and  such  expedition  to 
be  made  in  it  as  that  without  fail  it  be  here  to  pass  his  hand  before  his 
'SI.  go  from  this  town.*  His  M.  saith  it  is  a  rery  weak  argument  to  change 
the  resolution  because  many  be  now  gone ;  for  he  doubtcth  not  but  under 
colour  of  the  next  term  they  will  return  again.  Therefore  ho  will  have 
the  proclamation  to  go  forth.**' 

This  peremptory  incssago  was  crossed  on  tlie  rood  by  Bacon's 
account  of  Council  business  (addressed  it  seems  to  Buckingham), 
where,  as  we  have  seen,  ho  alludes  to  the  postponement  of  the  pro* 
clamation  as  a  measure  in  which  ho  entirely  concurred,  and  for  which 
he  did  not  even  think  it  necessary  to  nsk  leave  or  make  apology. 
Reading  this  passage,  the  King  could  have  no  doubt  tltat  Bacon's 
judgment  was  decidedly  against  the  issuing  of  that  proclamation : 
and  if  he  had  meant  to  be  advised  by  him,  ho  would  have  lot  it  pass. 
Bat  the  King  expected  obedience,  not  advice. 

*'  His  M.  hath  comuiandvJ  nic  again  to  send  unto  you  about  the  pro- 
clamation concerning  which  I  sent  last  uulo  you.  It  seemcth  my  L. 
Keeper  hath  written  to  my  L.  of  Buckingham  something  concerning  it. 
But  his  M.  hath  commanded  me  to  let  you  understand  that  obedience  is 
better  than  sacriGi^e,  and  that  ho  knowelh  he  is  King  of  England.  And 
howsoever  people  be  now  out  of  Town,  they  may  return.  At  least  the 
proclamation  can  do  no  hurt,  but  will  manifest  his  care.  I  cannot  well 
bj  letter  tell  you  how  much  he  is  moved  at  these  things,  but  I  wish  you 
to  speak  with  my  L.  Keeper  and  thai  it  may  be  despatched  without  any 
more  excuse.'** 

The  Proclamation  was  of  course  sent  at  once  to  Lincoln  for  signa* 
ture,  and  Bacon  knew  from  that  time  how  very  narrow  were  the 
limits  of  his  authority  in  matters  of  this  nature ;  liuw  little  power  he 
had  (even  when  the  influence  of  Buckingham  was  not  exerted)  to 
oppose  the  King's  resolutious  when  the  King  had  a  mind  as  well 
aa  a  right  to  resolve  for  himself.  For  nothing  had  yet  occurred  to 
diaturb  his  relations  with  him,  and  he  had  never  stood  higher  in  his 
opinion  and  favour. 

The  Council  hod  not  waited  for  the  second  message,  but  acted  at 
once  on  the  first/  which  made  the  King  more  easily  satisfied.    And 

*  ne  was  still  at  Linooln.  *  8.  P.  Dom.  James  I.  vol.  xe.  no.  160. 

>  Lake  to  Wmwood.    April  3.    Ibid.  vol.  lel  no.  10. 
«  Wimrood to Laks^ April  1.    Ibid.no.8. 


1017.]  OOUKCIL  BU8I9KSS.  1G3 

on  the  6Ui  Ikcon  received  from  Buckiugiuuii  Ibo  following  aiisver  io 
lib  last  communieation. 

"  I  hare  arqoainicd  liia  Majesty  vith  your  IcUcnt,  vho  liked  all  yoar 
proceediDg*  well,  aarini;  only  that  point,  for  whirh  yov  hare  ainre  auMle 
amend*  in  obeying;  hin  pleaaiue,  toorhinf;  the  prorlamation.  His  Mnjc«l  j 
would  hare  your  Lordship  ro  thorouy^hly  about  the  liuffineti  of  Irrland, 
mhereinto  you  arc  m>  mcU  entered,  e«i|)criiiU^  at  tki«  time  thai  the  Chief 
JuMiee  in  come  €frer,  mho  hath  delirercd  hit  opinion  therrof  to  hie  M*- 
jetty,  and  hath  understood  what  his  Majesty  eonreired  of  the  same ; 
wherewith  he  will  acquaint  your  Lordship,  and  with  hia  own  obaerratioa 
and  judfpneni  of  the  htisinesset  of  thai  eoontiy/*' 

6. 

Tlie  iiexi  letter  is  from  the  ori;;iiial  bclonpnp^  to  the  Hon.  O.  M. 
Fortescue. 

To  TIER  R.  Hon.  ina  very  good  L.  tiir  Earl  or  IU'ckino. 
HAM,  OF  Ilia  M.  MOST  HON.  Privy  CorxriL.' 

My  singular  good  Lonl, 

\Vhcn  I  heard  here  your  Ijonlsliip  was  dead,  I  ihonghi  I  liafl 
lived  too  long.  That  was  (to  tell  your  Lordnhip  truly)  the  atato 
of  my  mind  upon  that  report.  Sinee,  I  hoar  it  was  an  idle  mia* 
taking  of  my  Lord  Evcrs  for  my  Jjord  Villiers.  God'a  name  l)o 
blessed,  that  you  arc  alive  to  do  infinite  good,  and  not  so  much 
as  sick  or  ill  disposed  for  any  thing  I  now  hear. 

I  have  resigned  the  Prince's  seal,  and  my  Lord  Hubberd  ia 
placed.'  I  made  the  Prince  laugh,  when  I  told  him  I  resigned 
it  with  more  comfort  than  I  received  it;  he  understanding  mo 
that  I  had  changed  for  a  better.  But  after  I  had  given  him 
that  thought,  I  turned  it  upon  this,  that  I  left  his  state  and 
business  in  good  case,  whereof  I  gave  him  a  particular  account. 

The  Queen  callcth  upon  me  for  the  matter  of  her  housc,^ 
wherein  your  Lordship  and  my  Lord  Chamlicrlain  and  I  dealt, 
and  received  hia  Majeaty's  direction.  So  that  I  shall  prepare  a 
warrant  first  to  my  Lord  Treasurer  and  Mr.  Chancellor,  (for 

ITnrl.  IklSS.  7006.  '  Fortmcue  Ptpcm.    Original :  own  liand. 

'  Chancellor  and  Koe|HT  of  the  Orrat  Seal  to  tho  Prince  of  Wales.  Tho  ofliee 
was  lield  together  with  his  Chief  Justiceship  of  the  Common  Pleat.  8e«  OUendar 
of  State  Papers.    Dom.  James  I.  Marcli  29,  1617. 

*  Something,  I  supiHMe,  concerning  Somerset  House,  wliero  tho  Qucon  Jived. 
The  name  had  been  recently  changed  to  Denmark  House,    flee '  Oouii  and 
of  James  I.,*  Tol.  i.  p.  464. 
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that  is  the  right  way^)  to  advise  how  to  settle  it,  by  assignment 
in  case  slie  survive  his  Majesty,  whieh  I  hope  in  Ood  she  shall 
not. 

Her  desire  was  expressly  and  of  herself  that  when  I  had  pre- 
pared a  warrant  to  Ix;  sent  to  his  Majesty,  I  should  send  it  by 
your  Lordship's  hands. 

We  sit  oft  in  oouneil.  That  is  all  I  can  yet  say ;  Sir  John 
Dcnham^  is  not  eome,  upon  whose  coming  the  King  shall  have 
account  of  our  consultations  touching  Ireland,  whieh  we  cannot 
conclude  till  we  have  spoken  with  him.  God  ever  preserve  and 
prosper  you. 

It  grieveth  me  much  that  I  cannot  hear  enough  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's good  disposition  of  health  and  his  pleasures  and  other 
ordinaiy  oecurrcnts  of  his  journey.  I  pray  your  Lordship  wilt' 
Mr.  Packer  to  write  to  me  some  time  of  matters  of  that 
kind.  I  have  made  the  like  request  to  Sir  Edward  Villiers,  by 
whom  I  write  this  present,  to  whose  good  affection  I  think  my- 
self  beholden,  as  I  do  also  esteem  him  much  for  his  good  parts, 
besides  his  nearness  to  your  Lordship,  which  bindeth  me  above 
all. 

Your  Lordship's  most  faithful 

and  devoted  friend  and  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.  S. 
7  Apr.  1617. 

The  two  letters  which  follow  need  no  comment. 

To  THK  RENOWNED    UNIVERSITY  OP   CAMBRIDGE,  HIS   DEAR  AND 

REVEREND    MoTUER.'^ 

I  am  debtor  to  you  of  your  letters,  and  of  the  time  likewise 
that  I  have  taken  to  answer  them.  But  as  soon  as  I  could 
choose  what  to  think  on,  I  thought  good  to  let  you  know  that 
although  you  may  err  much  in  your  valuation  of  me,  yet  you 
shall  not  be  deceived  in  your  assurance :  and  for  the  other  part 
also,  though  the  manner  be  to  mend  the  picture  by  the  life,  yet 
1  woidd  be  glad  to  mend  the  life  by  the  picture,  and  t<tbecome 

i  ?^  is?"*  ^  IroUnd,  rdenrod  to  in  Buckinglum'i  letter  of  the  6th. 
'  So  m  118.   Btepfaent  printed  ••  will  direct,*'  but  without  neentltr.    To  "  will " 
mm  m  thoee  daje  often  used  for  to  «•  deeire." 
'  AddttioiMa  U88.  B.U.  8562.  f.  27. 
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and  be  an  you  cxprcM  mc  to  be.  Your  gratulationt  shall  be  no 
more  welcome  to  me  tliau  your  business  or  oecasions;  whieh  I 
will  attend ;  and  yet  not  so,  but  that  1  shall  endeavour  to  prcvcot 
them  by  my  care  of  your  good.  And  so  I  commend  you  to 
God's  goodncfw. 

Your  most  loving  and  assured  friend  and  son, 

Fr.  Bacom,  C.S. 

Apr.  12, 1617. 

To  THE    ReVKREND   UNIVERSITY   OF  OxfORD.^ 

Amongst  the  gratulations  I  have  received,  none  arc  more 
welcome  and  agre&ble  to  me  than  your  letters,  wherein  the  less 
I  acknowledge  of  those  attributes  you  give  me,  the  more  I  must 
acknowlc<1gc  of  your  affection,  which  bindcth  mc  no  less  to  you, 
that  arc  professors  of  learning,  than  my  own  dedication  doth  to 
learning  itself.  And  therefore  you  have  no  need  to  doubt,  but 
I  will  emulate,  as  much  as  in  mc  is,  towardw  you  the  merits  of 
him  that  is  gone,^  by  how  much  the  more  I  take  myself  to  havo 
more  propriety  in  the  principal  motive  thereof.  And  for  tho 
equality  you  write  of,  I  shall  by  the  grace  of  Ood,  far  as  majr 
concern  me,  hold  the  balance  as  equally  between  the  two  uni- 
versities, as  I  shall  hold  the  1)alanec  of  other  justice  between 
party  and  party.  And  yet  in  lK>th  cases  I  must  meet  with  some 
inclinations  of  aflfcctton,  which  nevertheless  shall  not  carry  roe 
aside.    And  so  I  commend  you  to  God's  goodness. 

Your  most  loving  and  assured  friend, 

Fr.  Bacon. 

Gorhambttry,  April  12, 1617. 

Tlie  next  letter  may  require  a  little  explanation. 

The  parting  between  the  King  and  tlio  old  liord  Chancellor  on 
the  3rd  of  March  when  he  delivered  up  the  Seal,  had  been  very 
tender  and  afTcctionato.'    Ho  had  nmde  him  Viscount  Bnckley  in 

*  rriiited  by  Bircli  '*froin  tlie  colloctionn  of  tho  Into  Robert  Stcphont  Kiq. 
)ii»toriognphcr  royal,  and  Jolin  Lockor  £ft|*'^tlM«  to  lik  poMOMon.  TboM 
coUcctioDs  lire  dow  in  the  British  Miuoum :  but  they  are  in  grett  dieordert  and 
if  this  letter  ii  sDioiig  tliem,  I  liave  not  been  able  to  find  it. 

'  The  late  Loid  C^aneellor  died  on  tho  15th  of  March.  1616-17. 

'  **  Mortii  3.  .  .  .  Bos  invisit  Concellarium  longuentem,  et  ex  inroladi  leneetA 
ofllciio  oodcro  Tolontom;   aigiUumquo  in  moniu  Regit 
Camden,  *  AnnaUum  Apparatuii'  p.  84. 
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the  precedinp;  November,  and  ho  now  wished  to  dignify  his  retire- 
ment and  closing  days  with  a  higher  honour.  Before  ho  set  out  for 
Scotland  ho  scut  him  word  first  by  Buckingham  and  afterwards  by 
Dacon  *'  that  he  meant  presently  to  bestow  on  him  the  title  of  Earl 
of  Bridgcwater,  to  make  him  President  of  the  Council,  and  give  him 
a  pension  of  •'KXK)/.  a  year  during  his  lifo.**^  But  it  was  too  late. 
Bacon  found  him  at  the  point  of  death.  Ho  wns  grateful  for  the 
favour — ^but  "  these  tilings  were  all  to  him  but  vanities.*'  Such  at 
least  was  the  report  of  his  words  which  reached  Chamberlain.  But 
though  nothing  to  him,  they  were  something  to  his  family ;  and  ho 
might  perhaps  have  been  glad  to  bequeath  on  Earldom  to  his  son 
along  with  the  rest  of  his  estate,  if  he  had  not  felt  that  he  could  not 
live  long  enough  even  to  receive  it.  lie  died  \^thin  half  an  hour. 
To  the  new  Lonl  (or,  as  Bacon  apparently  would  have  added,  the  new 
Lady)  Brack  ley  the  prospect  of  the  new  title  was  by  no  means  a  matter 
of  indtiTercnce ;  who  finding  the  King  willing,  and  having  succeeded 
(by  the  ofier,  as  it  was  rumoured,  of  20,000/.)  in  making  Bucking- 
ham moro  than  willing,  that  ho  should  have  it,  was  anxious  not  to 
loHo  the  advantage  of  the  time,  but  to  have  it  at  once.  Now  the 
ceremony  of  investiture  could  not  bo  performed  in  the  King's 
absence,  and  the  question  was  whether  ho  could  bo  made  an  Earl 
without  the  ceremony.  When  this  was  put  to  the  King,  ho  asked 
for  precedents ;  Buckingham  informed  Lord  Brackloy  that  they 
were  wanted ;  and  Lord  Brackloy  (to  save  time,  I  suppose,  or  being 
•o  directed)  sent  as  many  as  ho  could  find  at  once  to  Bacon,  that 
they  might  go  to  the  King  accompanied  by  his  opinion,  which  would 
of  course  be  required. 

With  this  preface,  the  letters  which  follow  will  explain  their  own 
business. 

To  LoKD  Bkacklkv.  (?)^ 

^[j  very  gocxt  L., 
Taking  some  time  to-day  to  peruse  the  paper  of  precedents 
which  Mr!  Cartwright  gave  mc,  I  find  he  hath  omitted  the  pre- 
cedent of  the  Earl  of  Richmond^  which  of  all  others  matcheth 
best  with  our  case ;  neither  would  I  omit  that  of  my  Lord  Hayc, 
tliough  it  be  of  a  lean  degree.  I  pray  your  Lordship  forthwith 
to  acnd  mc  both  these  precedents,  with  the  day  and  year,  and  the 

'  Cliambcrkin  to  Cbrleton,  SO  March,  1617.  Cftmden  only  Ktys  tilnltm  ComitU 
«i  oHHmam  pemtUmem, 

'  Bridgf water  Houfo  M8S.  vol.  xxvi.  no.  75.  Original  2  own  hand.  T)ie  fly 
lc«f  with  tlie  addfCM  is  gone.-  But  I  tuppoae  it  mtwt  liavo  been  addrcucd  to 
Lord  BracUey. 
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dauact ;  and  then  I  will  make  my  dcupatch,  which  I  will  tend 
yoar  Lordship  with  a  copy  of  the  same.    God  keep  yon. 

Yo'.  I/*  moat  aasaiod  friend, 

Fa.  Bacon,  C.S. 

Gorlianili. 
13  A]>r.  ir»l7. 

I  commanded  your  man's  stay. 

To  TUB  EAaL  op  Bcckinouam.^ 

My  lingular  good  Lonl, 

I  am  now  for  five  or  six  days  retired  to  my  house  in  tho 
country ;  for  I  think  all  my  Ix>n1s  arc  willing  to  do  as  schdars 
do,  who  though  they  call  them  holy-days,  yet  they  mean  tliem 
play-days. 

We  purpose  to  meet  again  on  Easter- Monday,  and  go  all  to 
the  Spital  sermon  for  that  day,  and  therein  to  revive  the  ancient 
religious  manner  when  all  the  Council  used  to  attend  those 
sermons ;  which  some  neglect  in  Uuccn  Elizabeth's  time,  and 
his  Majesty's  great  devotion  in  the  due  hearing  of  sermons  him- 
self with  his  Council  at  the  court,  brought  into  desuetude.  But 
now  our  attciHlance  u|K>n  his  Majesty  by  reason  of  his  aliscncc 
cannot  l)c,  it  is  not  amiss  to  revive.' 

I  |x^rccive  by  a  letter  your  Lordship  did  write  some  days  since 
to  my  Lord  Braekley,  that  your  Ix>rdsliip  would  have  the  Kin^ 
satisfied  by  precedents,  that  letters  patents  mought  be  oP  the 
dignity  of  an  Earldom  without  delivery  of  the  fiatcnt  by  the 
King's  own  hand,  or  without  the  onlinary  solemnities  of  a  erea* 
tion.     I  fmd  precedents  somewhat  tending  to  the  same  purpose, 
yet  not  matching  fully.     But  howsoever  let  me,  according  to  my 
faithful  and  free  manner  of  dealing  with  your  Lordship,  say  to 
you,  That  since  the  King  means  it,  I  would  not  have  your  Lord- 
ship, for  the  satisfying  a  little  trembling  or  planting  of  the  heart 
in  my  Loni  or  Lady  Braekley,  to  ex[K)se  your  LonUhip's  self,  or 
myself  (whose  opinion  would  be  thought  to  be  relied  upon),  or 
the  King  our  master,  to  envy  with  the  nobility  of  this  realm ;  as 

*  SU'phcntt*!  flr*t  collection,  p.  196,  from  tlio  original. 

'  Tlicy  wont  acconlingly  and  dinccl  aftorwanls  with  tlio  L.  Mayor.  But  ii 
socmi  thai  tho  nrwicher.  Dr.  Pago, "  waa  committed  for  speaking  too  broadljr 
agninat  the  Spanish  match."    C.  and  T.  of  James  I.,  toU  iL  n.  10. 

'  So  in  tho  printed  copy.  I  havo  not  found  any  MS.  of  this  letter.  A  verb— 
such  ns  granted  or  the  like^-eeent  to  hare  droppod  out. 
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to  have  these  ceremonies  of  honour  dispensed  witii,  which  in 
conferring  honour  have  used  to  be  observed ;  like  a  kind  of  Doctor 
HuUatus  without  the  ceremony  of  a  commencement :  The  King 
and  yon  know  I  am  not  ceremonious  in  nature,  and  therefore 
you  may  think  (if  it  please  you)  1  do  it  in  judgment,  God  ever 
preserve  you. 

Your  Lordship's  most  faithful 

and  devoted  friend  and  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.  S. 

I  purpose  to  send  the  precedents  themselves  by  my  Lord  of 
Brackley ;  but  I  thought  fit  to  give  you  some  taste  of  my  opinion 
before. 

Gorhambury,  Apr.  13, 1017. 

It  will  be  scon  from  Buckinghnm's  anHWcr  U^  this,  which  I  give  in 
full,  that  the  King  had  taken  much  the  samo  view  of  the  question, 
when  it  was  first  proposed  to  him,  that  Bacon  did. 

My  TCTj  good  Lord, 
I  spako  at  York  with  tho  ArchbJHhop,  touching  his  house,  which  ho 
hath  wholly  put  into  your  hands,  to  do  with  it  what  your  Lordship  shall 
be  pleased. 

I  have  heretofore,  since  we  were  in  this  journey,  moved  his  Majesty  for 
disipatrh  of  my  Lord  Brackle^^'s  business ;  but  because  his  Majesty,  never 
having  heard  of  any  precedent  in  the  like  case,  was  of  opinion  that  this 
would  be  of  ill  consequence  in  making  that  dignity  as  easy  as  the  pulling 
out  a  sword  to  make  a  man  knight,  and  so  make  it  of  little  esteem,  he  was 
desirous  to  be  assured  first  that  it  was  no  new  courso  beforo  he  would  do 
it  in  that  fashion.  But  since  he  can  receive  no  assurance  from  your  Lord- 
ahip  of  any  precedent  in  that  kind,  his  Majesty  intendeth  not  so  to  pre* 
cipitatc  the  busincKS,  as  to  ex)K)0o  that  dignity  to  censure  and  contempt  in 
omitting  the  solemnities  required  and  usually  belonging  unto  it. 

His  Majesty,  though  he  were  awhile  troubled  with  a  little  pain  in  his 
bark  which  hindered  his  hunting,  is  now  (God  be  thanked)  very  well,  and 
as  many  as  ho  ever  was,  and  wo  have  all  held  out  well.  I  shewed  his 
Uajcsty  your  letter,*  who  taketh  very  well  your  care  and  desire  to  hear 
of  his  health. 

So  I  eommit  you  to  God,  and  rest 

your  Lordship's  most  assured  friend 

to  do  you  service, 

G.  BUCKIVOHAM. 

AttUaad,  the  18  of  April  1617. 


■rast  appanntiy  have  been  the  letter  of  April  7:  not  the  last. 
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Since  tlie  writing  of  this  letter  I  have  had  tome  farther  tpeeeh  with  hir 
Majesty  touching  my  Lord  Brack  ley,  and  find  that  if  in  your  Lordship's 
information  of  the  course  you  write  any  thing  that  may  tend  to  ti  s  fur- 
thering of  the  dispatch  of  it  in  that  kind  ho  desircth,  it  may  be  done.' 

This  letter,  as  I  find  by  the  docket^  was  received  by  Bacon  on  the 
25th  of  April :  and  must  therofore  hare  crossod  the  two  next  on  the 
road. 

To  THE  R.  Hon.  his  very  good  L.  tqb  Ea&l  op  Buckimo« 
HAJi  or  uia  Ms.  most  uon.  prity  counciii.* 

My  singular  good  Lord, 
I  pray  your  good  Lordship  to  dclirer  to  his  Majesty  tlic 
inclosed. 

I  send  your  Lordship  also  the  warrant  to  my  I^ord  Treasurer 
and  Mr.  Cl\anccllor  of  the  Exchequer  for  the  Queen's  house.  It 
is  to  come  again  to  the  King,  when  the  bill  is  drawn  for  the 
letters  patents;  for  this  is  only  the  warrant  to  be  signed  by  bis 
ilajesty. 

I  asked  the  Queen,  whether  she  would  write  to  your  Lord« 

sliip  about  it ;  her  answer  was  very  modest  and  discreet,  That 

because  it  proceeded  wholly  from  his  Majesty's  kindness  and 

goodness,  who  had  referred  it,  it  was  not  so  fit  for  her  to  write 

to  your  Lordship  for  the  dispatch  of  it ;  but  she  desired  me  to 

thank  your  Lordship  for  your  former  care  of  it,  and  to  desire 

you  to  continue  it.    And  withal  she  desircth  your  Lordship  not 

to  press  his  Majesty  in  it,  but  to  take  his  best  times.    Tlita 

answer  (liccausc  I  like   it   so   well)    I  write  to  you  at  large. 

For  other  matters  I  will  write  by  the  next.    God  ever  prosper 

you  and  preserve  you. 

Your  lordship's  most  faithful 

and  devoted  friend  and  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.  S. 
London,  10  April,  1617. 

The  letter  to  the  King  which  was  inclosed  in  this  brings  us  back 
to  the  negotiation  with  Spain ;  and  reveals  the  existence  of  some  dia- 
cordant  element  at  the  Council-board,  upon  which  I  ipi  not  able  to 
throw  any  clearer  light.    It  was  no  secret  that  there  were  some  of 

>  HarL  MS&  7006,  f.  11  origin^. 

*  Fortaicue  Papon.    Original,  own  hand. 
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the  Cabinet  opposed  to  the  match.  '*  The  Archbishop  of  Cantcr- 
buiy,  Mr.  Comptroller,  and  Sir  Balph  Winwood/'  says  Chamberlain, 
March  29,  **  are  excepted  and  left  out  [of  the  Commission]  as  openlj 
opposite."  But  it  was  at  this  time  that  Sir  Walter  Kalcigh  was 
preparing  for  his  voyage  to  Guiana,  and  if  Mr.  Gardiner  is  justified 
in  asserting,  as  a  fact  of  which  "  there  can  be  little  doubt,"  that "  Win- 
-wood  was  urging  him  to  break  the  peace  at  all  hazards,  and  to  fall 
upon  the  Mexico  fleet,  as  the  best  means,  if  all  others  failed,  of  bring- 
ing the  King  to  a  rupture  with  Spain*'  (P.  Charles  and  the  Spanish 
Marriage, Tol.  i.  p.  Gl,)this  discovery  which  was  new  to  Bacon, "and 
opened  but  darkly,"  and  on  which  Sir  John  Digby  was  to  report 
further  to  the  King,  may  have  related  to  some  suspected  proceeding 
of  his.  A  secretary  of  state  who  was  capable  of  such  a  plot  against 
the  government  he  was  serving  must  have  been  a  very  dangerous 
roan  to  employ,  and  though  it  seems  too  much  to  believe  of  any  man 
on  no  better  authority  than  the  report  of  an  ambassador,  yet  the 
very  rumour  can  hardly  have  gained  currency  respecting  one  in  his 
place,  unless  he  had  been  really  implicated  in  some  questionable 
transaction. 

To  TUB  Kino,  about  the  Sfanisii  matcii.^ 

It  may  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty, 

Mr.  Vicc-Chambcrlain  hath  acquainted  myself  and  the  rest  of 
the  commissioners  for  the  marriage  of  S|)ain  which  arc  here, 
with  your  Majesty's  instructions  signe<l  with  your  royal  hand, 
touching  that  point  of  the  suppressing  of  the  pirates,  as  it  hath 
relation  to  his  negotiation ;  whereupon  we  met  yesterday  at  my 
Lord  Admiral's  at  Chelsea,  because  we  were  loth  to  draw  my 
Lord  into  the  air,  being  but  newly  upon  his  recovery. 

Wo  conceive  the  parts  of  the  business  arc  four.  The  charge. 
The  confederations,  and  who  shall  be  solicited  or  received  to 
oome  in.  The  forces  and  the  distributions  of  them.  And  the 
enterprise.  We  had  only  at  this  time  conference  amongst  our- 
selvety  and  shall  appoint  (aflcr  the  holy*days)  times  for  the  calling 
before  na  such  as  are  fit,  and  thereupon  perform  all  the  parts  of 
joitr  rojal  oommandments. 

In  this  conference  I  met  with  somewhat  which  I  must  confess 
waa  altogether  new  to  mc,  and  opened  but  darkly  neither; 
whereof  I  think  Mr.  Vioc-Cluunberlain  will  give  your  Majesty 

*  CKbton  Fipen,  vol.  ▼UL  f.  ei.    Fair  eony  in  Minuiyt's  hand.    Docket«d 
*"  Hy  Lo.  K6«p.  to  Im  If .  touehing  Sir  John  Digbj't  inttniciiona." 
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some  light,  for  so  wc  wished.^  By  occasion  whereof  I  hold  it 
my  duty,  in  respect  of  the  great  place  wherein  your  ^fajesty  hath 
set  me  (Ixnng  only  made  worthy  by  your  grace)  which  makcth  it 
decent  for  me  to  counsel  you  ad  sumtnoi  rcrum,  to  intimate  or 
represent  to  your  Majesty  thus  much. 

I  do  foresee,  in  my  simple  judgment,  much  inoonvcnicncc  to 
insue,  if  your  Majesty  proceed  to  this  treaty  with  Spain,  and 
that  your  Council  draw  not  all  one  way.  I  saw  the  bitter  fruits 
of  a  divided  Council  the  last  Parliament ;  I  saw  no  very  pleasant 
fruits  thereof  in  the  matter  of  the  cloth.  This  will  be  of  equal, 
if  not  more  inconvenience ;  for  wheresoever  the  opinion  of  your 
people  is  material  (as  in  many  cases  it  is  not),  there,  if  your 
Council  Ixs  united,  they  shall  be  able  almost  to  give  law  to 
opinion  and  rumour ;  but  if  they  be  divided,  the  infusion  will 
not  be  according  to  the  strength  and  virtue  of  the  votes  of  your 
council,  but  according  to  the  aptness  and  inclination  of  the 
popular.  This  I  leave  to  your  Majesty  in  your  high  wisdom  to 
remedy.  Only  I  could  wish  that  when  Sir  John  Digby's  in- 
structions are  perfected,  and  that  he  is  ready  to  go,  your 
Majesty  would  be  pleased  to  write  some  formal  letter  to  the 
l)ody  of  your  Council  (if  it  shall  Ixs  in  your  absence)  signifying 
to  them  your  resolution  in  general;  to  the  end  that  when 
deliberation  shall  l)e  turned  into  resolution,  no  man  (howsoever 

*  A  letter  from  Digby  to  Buekingliam,  dfttcd  London,  May  1, 1617,  weemt  to 
refer  to  thifl. 

**  I  inny  not  omit  to  let  jrou  undcrslnnd  tlint  eonceming  thediicf  battneM  wliieli 
I  sm  to  trent^  I  find  liero  ffrret  industry  used  to  diserNlit  it,  and  to  liare  it  bo« 
liercd  that  it  trill  norer  succeed,  nor  that  his  M.  intendcth  it,  and  notwithitanding 
all  that  hath  been  done  herein  bj  his  M.  it  is  still  iTowed  that  the  Treaty  with 
Franco  was  nerer  dissoWed  but  is  yci  in  subfistence,  for  that  tho  suspending  of  it 
had  still  a  rcUtion  to  the  time  that  things  should  bo  quieted  and  settled  in  France^ 
which  are  now  (they  say)  in  a  fair  way.  Tho  Spanish  ambassador  hath  diren 
times  spoken  with  me  about  this,  and  I  hare  erer  giren  him  full  aiwuraneo  of 
his  M.*s  sincere  intentions,  and  ho  hath  parted  from  mo  well  satisfied,  but  othen 
tiicak  tho  contrary  witli  that  oonQdenec,  and  arc  persons  of  that  quality  and  place, 
tiiat  ho  is  much  distracted.  For  mine  own  part  l  shall  earnestly  entreat  your  Lp. 
to  represent  unto  his  M.  this  my  humble  opinion,  which  I  do  for  tho  discharge 
of  my  duty  and  senrice,  that  if  whilst  this  treaty  shall  be  on  foot  his  M.  shall  not 
bo  pleased,  with  the  show  of  a  constant  resolution  and  his  farour  to  strengthen 
it,  out  that  his  inclination  and  aflcction  shall  be  arowed  to  be  doubtful,  nay 
aTcrse,  but  only  for  other  ends  (for  this  I  write  unto  your  Lp  upon  good  grounds) 
I  doubt  his  Xf .  will  not  only  in  Spain  find  cold  and  unlooked  for  answcra,  but  will, 
I  fear,  fail  of  any  other  serrico  to  which  this  treaty  may  be  made  useful  (althou^i 
it  should  miscarry)  if  it  be  constantly  and  secretly  managed.  I  presume  to  wnta 
thus  much,  lest  whilst  his  M.  is  pleased  heroin  to  proceed  with  his  aocuatomcd 
wisdom,  and  his  ministcn  employed  by  him  witli  fitting  duty  and  care,  othen 
either  unwittingly  or  through  areneness  overthroir  not  his  M's  scnriee  and  inten* 
tion.*'    (From  a  copy  made  by  Mr.  Oardiner  from  the  original  hologntph.) 
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he  may  retaiu  the  inwardness  of  his  opinion)  may  be  active  in 
contrarium. 

The  letters  of  my  Lords  of  the  Council  with  your  Majesty 
touching  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  written  largely  and  articulately, 
and  by  your  Majesty's  direction,  will  much  facilitate  our  labours 
here ;  though  there  will  not  want  matter  of  consultation  there- 
upon. God  ever  preserve  your  Majesty  safe  and  happy. 
Your  Majesty's  most  devoted  and  obliged  servant, 

Fk.  Bacon,  C.  S. 
London,  April  19, 1617. 

The  administration  of  the  ecclesiastical  patronage  of  the  Crown 
during  Bacon's  four  years  of  office  would  be  worth  looking  into  if 
the  rl^cord8  were  accessible.  The  next  letter,  which  is  the  only  one 
of  the  kind  that  I  have  met  with,  shows  that  he  began  with  the 
intention  of  bestowing  the  livings  in  his  gift  upon  men  selected  for 
their  worth  and  fitness,  and  one  would  like  to  know  whether  any 
improvement  was  visible  in  the  general  character  of  the  clergy  during 
these  years.  I  am  afraid  there  are  no  means  of  ascertaining,  with- 
out an  immoderate  amount  of  labour,  what  livings  in  the  Chancellor's 
gift  were  vacant  at  what  time,  and  to  whom  they  were  given.  Other- 
wise, as  collective  biographies  of  all  persons  who  can  be  included 
under  a  given  title  have  been  fashionable  of  late, — as  we  have  had 
Lives  of  the  Chancellors,  the  Judges,  the  Queens,  the  Princesses,  the 
Archbishops  of  Canterbury,  and  I  do  not  know  how  many  more, — I 
would  recommend  to  a  biographer  in  search  of  a  subject  *'  Lives  of 
the  beneficed  clergymen  presented  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon." 

This  letter  was  first  printed  by  Birch  "  from  the  collection  of  the 
hite  Kobert  Stephens  Esq  :*'  but  not  quite  correctly.  Among  those 
collections,  now  in  the  British  Museum,  I  find  a  paper  in  the  hand 
of  John  Locker  (Add.  M88.  4200,  f.  115)  from  which  I  conclude  ho 
took  it.    It  runs  thus. 

"  By  the  ropy  of  a  letter  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon,  24  Apr.  1617, 
to  the  Bp  of  Norwich,  it  ap])eara  that  his  Lp  had  presented  Mr  Gyles 
Fletcher  of  Trin ;  Coll :  Camb.  to  the  rectory  of  Helmingham  in  Suifolk  : 
and  by  another  letter  that  he  presented  one  Mr  Maxey,  Fellow  of  Christ 
Church  in  Oxford,  who  bad  been  of  Trinity  in  Cambr.  to  the  rectory  of 
Frame  8t  Quentis,  with  the  chapel  of  Evershot  in  Dorsetshire. 

To  Mr.  Maxey  he  writes  thus : — 

After  my  hearty  commendations,  I  having  heard  of  you,  as  a 
man  well  deserving,  and  of  able  gifts  to  become  profitable  in  the 
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church ;  and  there  l)ciiig  fallen  within  my  gift  the  rectory  of  &c. 

which  seems  to  be  a  thing  of  good  vahic,  .£18  in  the  King's  books, 

and  in  a  good  country^  I  have  thought  good  to  make  offer  of  it  to 

you ;  the  rather  that  you  arc  of  Trinity  oollcge^  whereof  myself 

was  some  time :  and  my  purpose  is  to  make  choice  of  men  rather 

by  care  and  inquiry,  than  by  their  own  suits  and  commendatory 

letters.    So  I  bid  you  farewell  from  Dorset  Houses  23  April, 

1617. 

Your  loving  friend. 

The  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Norwich  I  hayo  not  met  with. 

Tlic  letter  which  follows  is  again  a  solitary  specimen.    There  was 
ouco  (and  perhaps  in  some  uneiplorcd  bundle  of  papers  there  still 
is)  a  letter  from  Bacon  to  his  brother  on  the  same  subject  and  of  the 
same  date.'     But  letters  from  fathers  or  brothers  to  one  another 
about  marriagCH  for  daughters  or  sisters  or  nieces  were  ordinary 
afiaira  of  business  in  those  days.     Letters  addressed  to  the  young 
ladies  themselves  in  such  cases  were  rarer  and  of  more  tenderness. 
And  a  letter  of  advice  from  Bacon  to  his  niece  upon  an  offer  of 
marriage  to  which  she  was  not  inclinable  is  a  task  which,  exhibiting 
him  in  a  new  relation,  throws  some  new  light  upon  his  character,— 
a  light  which  is  the  inoro  valuable  because,  while  he  has  left  the  re- 
cords of  the  hu9ine9$  of  his  life  for  our  inspection  in  such  abundance 
aud  with  so  little  reserve, — while  he  makes  us  welcome  to  attend 
him  to  the  courts,  the  palace,  the  Parliameut,  and  the  council- 
board ;  to  his  gardens,  his  chambers,  and  his  study ;  he  seldom  or 
never  admits  us  to  his  fire-side.    We  have  a  few  letters  of  affection 
to  kinsmen  or  familiar  friends,  which  are  among  the  most  agree* 
able  of  his  writings ;  but  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  miscellaneous 
bundles  of  papers  of  all  sorts  left  by  his  brother  Anthony,  and  pro* 
bably  never  examined,  wo  should  have  known  nothing  at  all  of  his 
more  intimate  domestic  relations.    Here  we  get  a  glimpse  of  him  as 
an  uncle  only ;  but  in  tlie  absence  of  all  records  of  that  most  iatimsto 
relation  of  all,  an  account  of  which  seems  to  hsve  been  expected  of 
me,  but  must  still  be  expected  in  vain,  it  is  something  to  know  how 
he  acquitted  himself  in  a  correspondence  with  the  daughter  of  his 
half-brother. 


*  Seo  an  entiy  of  %  letter  in  Stepliens'i  eatalo^  t  dsto  *'28  April  1017  T  be- 
ginning **  I  Uiank  you  for  jour  :*'  eontento,  "  sdTiftng  %  marrufs  for  has  doub- 
ter ;'*  addrf-M  •'  hit  brolher." 
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TuK  Lord  Keeper  to  his  Niece,  touching  her  Marriaoe. 

Good  Niece, 

Amongst  your  other  virtues  I  know  there  wauteth  not  in 
you  a  mind  to  hearken  to  the  advice  of  your  friends ;  and  there- 
fore you  will  give  me  leave  to  move  you  again  more  seriously 
than  before  in  the  match  with  Mr.  Comptroller.^  The  state 
wlicrein  you  now  are  is  to  Ix;  preferred  before  marriago,  or 
changed  for  marriage,  not  simply  the  one  or  the  other,  but 
according  as  by  God's  providence  the  offers  of  marriage  arc  more 
or  less  (it  to  be  embraced.  This  gentleman  is  religious,  a  person 
of  honour,  being  Councillor  of  State,  a  great  officer,  and  in  very 
good  favour  with  his  Majesty.  He  is  of  years  and  health  (it  to 
be  comfortable  to  you,  and  to  free  you  of  bunlensomc  cares. 
He  is  of  good  means  and  a  wise  and  provident  man,  and  of  a 
loving  and  excellent  good  naturc>  and  as  I  find  hath  set  his 
a(rrction  upon  yon ;  so  as  I  foresee  you  may  sooner  change  your 
mind^  which  as  you  told  me  is  not  yet  toward  marriage,  than  find 
so  happy  a  choice.  I  hear  he  is  willing  to  visit  you  before  his 
going  into  France,  which  by  the  King's  commandment  is  to  be 
within  some  ten  days ;  and  I  could  wish  you  used  him  kindly  and 
with  respect.  His  return  out  of  France  is  intended  before 
Michaelmas.  God  direct  you,  and  be  with  you.  I  rest 
Your  very  loving  uncle,  and  assured  friend, 

Fk.  Bacon,  C.  S. 
Dontct  Ifooffe,  tliin 
28  April,  1017. 

We  now  return  to  business  again.  It  seems  that  Lord  Bracklcy 
had  caused  a  private  letter,  relating  to  the  prrccdents  of  Earls 
created  without  investiture,  to  be  shown  to  Bacon  through  the 
agency  of  a  friend  or  servant  whose  name  began  with  B.  So  much 
may  be  gathered  from  Baeon*s  answer,  and  more  I  do  not 
know. 

*  Oibton  Pkipcn,  vol.  viii.  f.  62.    Fair  copy. 

'  Sir  ThiMnu  Edmondet,  who  had  boon  appointed  to  thai  oflltoe,  December  21st, 
IfilS;  andy  January  19Ui»  1617-18,  wat  niade  Trrafturor  of  tlio  Iloutdiold.  Ho 
had  been  marriad  to  Magdalen,  one  of  tlie  daughters  and  co-heirs  of  Sir  John 
Wood,  Knight,  Clerk  of  the  Signet  {  wluch  Lady  died  at  Paris,  December  31st, 
1014. 

The  proposal  for  a  second  marriage  between  him  and  the  Lord  Keeper's  niece 
does  not  appear  to  have  had  sucons.    (Note  by  IL  Stephens.) 
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To (?)» 

Mr.  B., 

I  pray  return  my  kiud  coiumcudatious  to  my  Lo.  of  Bnicklcy, 
and  let  bim  know  that  this  is  a  matter  (as  I  eonoeivc  ii)  of  great 
eouscqueuoe;  and  therefore  in  sueh  a  ease  I  am  not  to  be 
guided  by  a  bare  sight  of  a  private  letter  addressed  to  another 
and  not  to  uic.  But  I  do  daily  expect  from  the  Court  some  im- 
mediate letters  to  myself  eonccming  this  business;  and  then 
my  LonI  Bracklcy  shall  with  my  \x»i  resiicets  unto  him  under- 
stand  further  from  me. 

Domrt  KottM*, 
2S  Apr.  1G17. 

In  an  account  of  Council  business  dated  May  9,  which  will  bo 
given  presently,  Bacon,  speaking  of  the  letters  of  the  Commissioners 
on  the  business  of  the  Pirates,  says  tlist  he  "  had  taken  special  earo 
of  them,**  and  that  he  "finds  Ikfr.  A^^icechamberlain  a  good  able 
man  with  his  pen.*'  T  presume  therefore  that  they  were  drawn  up, 
not  by  himself,  but  by  Sir  John  Digby.  Nevertheless,  since  they 
were  written  under  his  supervision,  nnd  bear  his  signature,  and  ex* 
press  his  views  upon  a  subject  with  which  he  was  chiefly  ooneomed 
as  a  Councillor,  1  have  thought  that  they  Imvo  enough  of  him  in 
them  to  he  entitled  to  a  place  among  his  occasional  works.  The 
originals  arc  preserved  among  the  state  papers  in  the  Becord  Oflicc, 
and  this  is  the  place  to  which  they  belong. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  at  London  to  tuem  or  tub 
SAME  Commission  at  Court  about  the  Business  of  the 
Pirates.' 

May  it  please  your  Lo>*,— Before  his  Ma*'**  letters  of  tho 
27th  of  April  came  unto  our  hands  we  had  made  ready  the 
despatch  which  wc  send  herewith  unto  your  Lo^ :  the  which  wo 
thought  notwithstanding  fit  to  be  sent,  that  thereby  his  Ma, 
and  your  Loi^  may  see  that  we  have  hitherto  gone  on  in  the  way 
which  we  are  by  these  letters  directed  to  proceed  in,  as  we  still 
intend  to  do,  until  we  shall  be  able  to  give  unto  Mr.  Vice- 
chamberlain  such  instructions  as  may  be  agreeable  to  his  Ma**^ 
intentions,  and  proper  for  him  to  receive  for  his  direction  in  his 
employment  in  Spain.    Wc  only  now  attend  the  signification 

'  BridgewatCT  Uoute  MSS.  vol.  IziTi.  no.  72.    No  tignatura ;  but  wriUen  in 
ODO  of  tho  liandi  emplojed  bjr  Bacon.    No  fljloof,  sddrew,  or  docket. 
'  8.  P.  DoDi.  Jsnrn  I.  toL  sei.  no.  62.    Grig.    Docketed  m  in  the  heeduif . 
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of  his  Ma^  pleasure  that  he  approveth  the  course  for  suppressing 
the  Pirates  by  holding  a  continued  force  and  strength  upon 
them  for  some  years ;  and  then  we  will  frame  all  our  future 
proceedings  to  suit  with  his  intention.  So  not  having  where- 
with for  the  present  to  give  your  hc^  further  trouble,  we  bid 
you  heartily  farewell.    From  Whitehall,  the  last  of  April,  1617. 

Your  Lps.  very  loving  friends, 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.S.        E.  Worcester. 

T.  SufiTolke.  Notingham. 

Jhon  Digbye. 

The  Samb  to  the  Same.^ 

May  it  please  your  Lop«, — Upon  the  late  return  of  Mr.  Vicc- 
cbambcrlaiu  from  the  King,  he  showed  unto  us  that  were  by 
his  Ma^^  appointed  Commissioners  for  tlic  Spanish  busincsocs 
aiid  reside  here,  an  Instruction  under  his  Ma^^^'*  hand,  bear- 
ing date  at  Lincoln  the  14th  day  of  April;  by  which  we  were 
directed  to  call  before  us  all  such  sea-captains  or  others  as  wo 
should  think  requisite ;  and  fron^  them  to  take  full  and  ^Msrfcct 
information  of  the  most  probable  and  likely  courses  for  the  sup- 
pressing of  the  Pirates.  To  the  end  that  having  dealt  with  the 
merchants  in  point  of  contribution,  and  with  the  captains  and 
experienced  seamen  in  point  of  conduct  of  the  enterprise,  we 
might  thereupon  ground  an  Instruction  the  better  in  all  \m\\t» 
thereby  to  enable  Mr.  Vicechambcrlain  both  what  to  proi)ound 
and  how  to  satisfy  what  might  l)c  dcniandcd  u})on  the  overture 
he  is  to  make  unto  the  King  of  Spain,  for  his  joining  with  his  Ma*^ 
in  this  so  Christian-like  and  honourable  an  action.  IJcrenix)n 
we  have  had  several  meetings ;  and  thought  it  fit  first  to  take 
into  our  consideration  the  advancing  of  the  business  in  the 
general,  vis.  the  suppressing  of  the  Pirates.  And  afterwards  to 
apply  to  his  negotiation  such  part  as  we  shall  see  proper  for  him 
to  treat  there.  To  this  end  on  the  28th  of  this  month  we  called 
before  us  divers  of  the  most  able  and  understanding  merchants ; 
signifying  unto  them  how  willing  hisMa^^  was  to  grant  them  any 
relief  he  might  against  the  Pirates;  by  whom  (as  it  appeared  by 
their  Petition  unto  his  Ma*^)  they  had  been  much  endamaged  and 


■M.atf.    OrigiiML    Docketed  by  Sir  T.  Lake,  •<  1617,  80  April.    The  Ldt. 
CmDniMoiiciv  at  London  to  my  Ldt.  hero.    Their  repoirt  about  the  matter  of 


UlePbitea. 
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the  kingdom  indeed  bj  the  loss  of  many  ships  weakened;  and 
therefore  we  desired  to  consult  with  tlieiu,  and  liear  their 
opinions  what  oouracs  were  lit  to  be  held  both  for  the  raising  of 
the  monies^  which  in  this  business  were  to  be  expended,  as  like- 
wise for  the  prosecution  of  the  enterprise. 

For  the  first,  they  affirmed  that  whieh  they  said  they  had  before 
intimated  by  their  letters:  Tliat  they  conceived  the  City  of 
London  and  other  Ports  might  be  brought  to  contribute  the 
sum  of  forty  thousand  pounds  in  two  years.  And  tliis  was  as 
far  as  they  would  ^o  in  matter  of  charge.  Only  after  a  long 
d(*l)atc  with  them  of  all  circumstances  of  the  bi»ines%  and  wo 
letting  of  tlicin  understand  that  the  forty  thousand  pounds  were 
ever  understood  to  be  from  the  City  of  London,  besides  the  con- 
tribution  which  the  Port  Towns  might  be  drawn  uuto,  and  that 
it  was  expected  they  should  yet  have  enlarged  their  offer;  they 
further  added  in  the  conclusion  that  if  his  Ma^^^  would  be  pleased 
that  the  business  might  be  seriously  and  to  good  pur|K)sc  under* 
taken,  it  should  then  appear  that  in  matter  of  charge  they  would 
not  Ix:  1)aekward,  nor  wanting  to  the  duties  of  good  subjects. 

For  the  other  point,  which  is  the  course  of  undertaking  the 
business,  there  were  two  ways  fell  into  debate.  The  one  of 
sudden  surprise;  the  other  of  a  war  to  be  continued  upon 
them  for  some  years,  until  by  degrees  they  might  bo  extir- 
pated. For  the  surprise,  we  very  curiously  and  exactly  fell  to 
an  examination  of  the  probability  of  the  effecting  of  it.  And 
we  found  that  the  only  harbour  and  receptacle  of  the  Pirates  is 
Argicrs.  And  though  at  some  times  divers  of  the  Pirates  serve 
themselves  of  Tunis  and  other  wild  roads,  yet  in  time  of  danger, 
or  when  they  shall  see  likelihood  to  bo  attempted  by  a  fleet,  it 
is  certain  they  will  not  trust  themselves  there,  but  will  all  secure 
themselves  in  the  Port  of  Argicrs.  Insomuch  that  unless  that 
may  be  surprised,  any  other  will  be  useless.  And  for  this  we 
must  freely  let  your  Loi**  understand,  that  neither  the  Mer- 
chants spake  anything  satisfactory  in  this  kind,  nor  that  might 
make  the  enterprise  seem  probable,  nor  yet  the  captains  and 
experienced  seamen,  but  rather  with  one  joint  voioo  jwlged  it 
impossible,  as  they  demonstrated  by  many  reasons,  and  by  the 
situation  and  strength  of  the  place,  whieh  they  made  appear  by 
their  plots  whieh  they  had  there  present. 

Touching  the  second  way,  of  continuing  a  war  against  tho 

VOL.  VI.  N 
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Pirates;  therrin  likewise  there  fell  many  things  into  dclibcra- 
tion.  As  that  the  charges  licing  like  to  grow  great  and  con- 
tinned,  and  that  other  Princes  and  tlicir  subjects  being  as  much 
or  more  endamaged  than  wc,  whether  it  would  not  be  fit  to 
have  them  invited  by  hi^  Ma*^  to  join  in  a  proiK>rtionable  con- 
tribution. But  some  of  tlic  merchants  seemed  to  desire  that  no 
other  nations  might  l)c  herein  interested,  but  only  the  English 
and  the  Hollanders ;  alleging  that  1)C8ides  the  incompatiblcncss 
of  the  Spanianls  with  us,  they  supposed  the  King  of  Spain  did 
not  really  desire  the  suppressing  of  the  Pirates,  and  therefore 
would  rather  hinder  than  further  it,  for  that  they  were  no  way 
endamaged  by  them ;  they  only  trading  with  strong  fleets  to  the 
Indies;  and  the  weakening  of  the  Knglish,  French,  and  Hol- 
landers (who  chiefly  suflcrcd  by  the  Pirates)  was  advantageous 
uuto  the  S|ianiarfls.  But  when  they  were  put  in  mind  that 
some  ships  of  Genoa  carrying  great  quantity  of  monies  out  of 
Spain,  to  be  returned  for  the  payment  of  the  soldiers  in  Flan- 
ders, had  been  taken  by  the  Pirates ;  that  liis  coasts  were  so 
strangely  infested  as  there  was  no  passing  between  port  and  port; 
that  multitudes  of  his  subjects  were  daily  captured  and  made 
slaves ;  that  his  customs  by  reason  of  the  interruption  of  trade 
were  much  diminished ;  and  that  the  last  year  his  Indian  fleet 
was  laid  for  and  endangered  by  them ; — 

All  which  particulars  being  confessed  by  themselves,  those  who 
formerly  had  made  the  objection  that  the  King  of  Spain  was  not 
to  1)C  joined  in  the  business  (as  not  wishing  good  success  to  it) 
ingeniously  retracted  their  former  opinions,  and  confessed  that 
u|)on  consideration  of  the  alleged  reasons  they  conceived  that  no 
Prince  whatsoever  had  more  cause  to  desire  the  subversion  of 
the  Pirates  or  more  largely  to  contribute  towards  it  than  he. 
But  they  sccuicd  rather  desirous  that  any  assistance  or  aid  that 
might  be  afforded  from  the  King  of  Spain  (if  it  might  be  so 
procured)  might  rather  be  by  way  of  supplying  ready  money 
than  by  uniting  or  joining  of  his  forces  with  his  Ma*>\ 

The  doubt  which  we  then  propounded  to  the  merchants  was 
the  loss  of  time  which  must  of  necessity  follow  if  this  course  of 
treating  with  foreign  Princes  were  pursued.  And  therefore  we 
offered  them  that  if  they  either  knew  or  could  propound  any 
ooune  that  were  likely  to  produce  a  good  effect  towards  the 
ovi-rthrow  of  the  Pirates,  and  might  receive  hurt  by  a  suspension 
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or  (Iday  until  other  Princes  were  treated  with;  tliat  wc  would 
take  order  for  the  iircventin;;  of  that  inconvenicuec  by  forbearing 
any  such  treaty ;  and  that  his  Ma*^  might  only  send  unto  the 
King  of  Sjiain  in  a  courteous  and  friendly  manner  to  let  him 
understand,  that  Ujion  the  complaint  of  his  subjects  he  had 
thought  fit  to  set  forth  a  fleet  against  the  Pirates,  wlifwc 
alxxlc  was  near  unto  the  consta  of  his  dominions;  so  that  it 
might  fall  out  that  his  said  fleet  might  have  cause  to  make  uso 
of  his  Ports,  which  liapi)ening  his  Ma*>  would  intreat  from  the 
King  of  Spain  all  good  and  friendly  usage,  of  which  there  was  no 
cause  to  doubt  but  that  Princes  in  amity  would  afford  one  to 
another. 

T)ut  the  merchants  very  respectfully  replied,  that  they  were 
humble  suitors  to  his  Ma*'  for  relief  in  this  their  distress;  and 
that  they  were  willing  to  tender  the  offer  they  had  made  of  the 
contribution  towards  the  charge ;  but  for  the  means  or  course 
to  be  held  therein,  they  did  according  to  their  duties  wholly  and 
willingly  refer  it  to  his  Ma*^  and  his  Council.  But  yet  they 
intimated  that  their  opinions  were,  that  the  fittest  way,  and  tlio 
likeliest  to  work  the  effect  intended,  was  that  his  Ma*'  would 
be  pleased  by  his  ministers  to  treat  with  other  Princes,  for  the 
uniting  of  their  forces,  or  at  least  for  the  joining  in  a  contribu* 
tion  towards  the  charge. 

All  the  Captains  l)eing  afterwards  demanded  whether  in  the 
interim  whilst  other  Princes  were  a-treatiug  with,  it  would  not 
be  fit  by  doing  something  to  give  a  beginning  to  the  work, 
were  of  opinion  that  it  was  fit  noway  to  meddle  till  the  business 
might  fully  and  wholly  be  undertaken;  for  that  would  but  waste 
and  eoiisurac  part  of  the  contribution  and  work  no  effect,  but 
rather  give  a  heartening  and  encouragement  unto  the  Pirates. 

After  we  had  had  this  long  debate  with  the  merchants,  we 
called  in  the  captains  and  experienced  seamen,  who,  as  wo  have 
said  before,  absolutely  rejected  any  project  that  might  l)e  for  the 
surprise  of  the  port  of  Argiors.  And  all  of  them  without  any 
one  dissenting  voice  (though  we  heard  each  of  them  speak 
severally)  delivered  their  opinions,  that  there  was  no  other  way 
for  the  subversion  and  overthrow  of  the  Pirates,  but  by  the 
keeping  of  a  continual  strength  and  power  upon  them  for  some 
years.  And  to  this  effect  a  oousent  and  joining  of  divers  Chris- 
tian princes  would  bo  necessary;  as  of  France  and  die  HoU 
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landcn,  but  cspcciallj  of  the  King  of  Spain,  without  whose  aid 
and  assistance  they  all  averred  little  good  was  to  be  done  against 
the  Pirates  for  many  reasons.     First,  that  ships  of  war  should 
not  carry  above  five,  but  cannot  carry  above  six  months'  vic- 
tuals; wherrof  two  are  to  be  allowed  for  the  journey  and  two 
the  return,  unless  they  may  have  ports  to  victual  afresh ;  so 
that  there  will  only  remain  two  months  of  employment;  during 
which  time  if  the  Pirates  should  keep  their  ports,  any  fleet  that 
shall  Ijc  sent  out  against  them  must  return  without  doing  any- 
thing, and  the  Pirates  rather  receive  encouragement  than  pre- 
judice.    As  for  the  ports  which  may  be  useful  to  such  a  fleet, 
cither  to  relieve  them  in  any  distress,  or  for  careening,  or  for 
rcvictualling,  they  all  conclude  that  there  are  none  pro]M!r  but 
those  belonging  to  the  King  of  Spain.     For  Marcclles,  Tolon, 
and  Villa  Franca,  they  are  above  a  hundred  leagues  distant  from 
Argiers,  so  that  the  fleet  would  neither  get  sudden  intelligence  of 
the  Pirates  coming  abroad,  nor  be  so  near  as  much  to  keep 
them  in  awe.    Besides  the  sea-men  all  agree  that  if  use  were  not 
made  of  the  King  of  Spain's  ports,  upon  any  strong  settled 
easterly  wind  they  had  no  other  ports  to  friend,  until  they  had 
seized  the  coasts  of  England  or  Ireland ;  So  that  briefly  the  sum 
of  their  opinions  was.  That  the  fittest  course  for  the  suppression 
of  the  Pirates  is  by  a  continued  war  and  not  by  surprise ;  that 
hereunto  other  Princes  are  to  be  invited,  and  chiefly  the  King 
of  Spain,  of  whose  ports  and  further  assiRtance  we  must  be  made 
assured.    But  they  all  seem  likewise  to  desire  that  if  it  so  might 
l)e,  his  assistance  might  rather  be  by  way  of  money  than  of 
joining  his  forces.     And  unto  this  opinion  we  ourselves  do  like- 
wise incline,  and  shall  go  on  to  put  the  business  into  this  way 
and  to  consider  further  of  the  proix)rtion  of  forces,  as  soon  as 
we  have  received  his  Ma^^r*  allowance  of  this  course.    In  the 
moan  time  we  held  it  very  fitting  to  give  by  your  Lop*  that  are 
the  major  part  of  the  Commissioners  for  Spanish  businesses,  an 
account  of  this  our  proceeding  unto  his  Ma^',  and  shall  not  fail 
likewise  to  advertise  you  what  conclusion  we  shall  make  there- 
in, and  to  send  yon  a  copy  of  the  Instructions  which  we  shall 
think  fit  to  give  Mr.  Vice  Chamberlain  for  his  negotiation  in 
Spain;  to  the  end  that  we  may  have  your  hc^  concurrency  in 
this,  as  in  the  rest  belonging  to  his  employment    And  so  with 
oar  hearty  commendations,  wishing  unto  your  Lo**  a  good  jour- 
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ney  and  a  happy  rctuni,  wc  bid  you  farewell.     Fn>m  Wliitcliall, 
thelaiitorAprillGl7. 

Yo'  Ijo^  very  loving  friends, 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.  S.        Notiogham. 
T.  Suffolkc.  E.  Wofccstcr. 

Jlion  Digbye. 

0. 

On  the  7th  of  May  Bacon  took  his  soat  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery. "  Our  Lord  Kcvper/*  says  one  of  Car1eton*s  correspondents, 
"  exceeds  all  his  predecessors  in  the  bravery  and  multitude  of  his 
servants.  It  amazes  those  that  look  on  his  beginnings,  besides 
never  so  indulgent  a  master.  On  the  first  cLiy  of  term  he  appeared 
in  his  greatest  glory ;  for  to  the  Hall,  besides  bis  own  retinue,  did 
accompany  him  all  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's  Council  and  others, 
with  all  kuigbts  aud  gentlemeu  that  could  get  horses  and  foot* 
cloths."' 

Chamberlain  also  came  up  to  town  to  see  the  show.  **  lie  was 
accompanied,'*  he  says,  "  by  most  of  the  nobility,  with  other  gallants, 
to  the  number  of  more  than  200  horse,  besides  the  Judges  and  the 
Inns  of  Court.  There  was  a  great  deal  more  bravery  and  bettor 
show  of  horse  than  was  expected  in  the  King's  absence ;  but  both 
Queen  aud  Prince  sent  all  their  followers,  and  his  other  friends  did 
their  best  to  honour  him.'*'  Camden  apitends  to  his  brief  note  of 
the  fact  the  order  of  the  procession,  as  became  the  Chironce  king  of 
arms :  but  with  this,  having  matter  of  more  moment  to  deal  with, 
1  need  not  trouble  the  reader.  **  lie  made  a  speech  in  Chancery,*' 
continues  Chamberlain,  **  whereof  I  was  promised  a  copy  ;  but  aa  I 
hear  himself  hath  hindered  that  none  shall  bo  dispersed :  whether  it 
be,  as  some  think,  that  there  is  a  meauiug  to  have  it  printed,  or 
rather,  as  others  to  the  contrary,  that  it  was  not  like  himself  nor 
altogether  worthy  of  him.*' 

His  object  in  forbidding  copies  to  be  dispersed  was  partly  no 
doubt  because  he  wished  the  first  copy  to  go  to  the  King,  and  partly 
to  prevent  the  circulation  of  imperfect  reports.  He  meant  to  report 
it  himself;  and  the  expediency  of  the  precaution  will  be  understood 
by  any  one  who  will  compare  the  speech  as  printed  by  Bawley  in 
the  Besuscitatio  with  a  report  preserved  among  the  Harleian  MSS.' 

>  O.  Osrrard  to  Sir  D.  CkrleCon,  0  Msj  1617.    S.  P.  Dom.  Jsmss  L  vol.  loii. 
uo.  15. 
«  14.  ibid.  DO.  18.  •  Vol.  1676.  f.  86. 


182  L£rr£BS  A»D  life  of  FRANCIS  BACOK.      [Cuat.IV- 

which  bears  sufficieot  internal  OTidenco  of  haring  been  taken  down 
by  an  intelligent  car-witiies8,  who  wrote  down  what  he  could,  but 
could  not  keep  up  with  the  8|)cakcr.  Tliia  api)oaru  from  the  large 
gaps  which  occur  now  and  then,  and  more  frequently  as  the  speech 
proceeds,  compared  with  the  fullness  and  general  accuracy  of  tho 
rciYort  in  the  first  few  sentences  which  succeed  each  gap.  The 
writer  had  evidently  given  up  the  rest  of  his  arrear  in  despair,  and 
taken  a  frcKh  start.  A  report  of  this  kind  has  however  a  certain 
Talue  in  the  absence  of  a  more  perfect  one  taken  by  a  short-hand 
writer.  For  there  need  be  no  doubt  that  whatever  is  set  down  is 
what  tho  writer  heard,  or  thought  he  heard,  S[>oken ;  whereas  the 
fuller  copy  may  have  been — and  probably  was— drawn  up  by  Bacon 
hiins(*lf  only  from  recollection  of  what  he  had  said.  To  know  the 
words  which  were  actually  spoken  may  sometimes  be  of  importance. 
But  to  know  what  Bacon  meant  to  say,  and  wished  to  go  forth  as 
what  ho  did  say,  on  this  occasion,  is  for  most  purposes  quite  enough. 
And  for  this  the  copy  printed  by  liawley,  who  had  access  to  all  his 
papers,  compared  with  a  contemporary  manuscript  sent  to  Carleton 
by  Edward  ISherbum,  now  one  of  Bacon*s  secretaries,*  may  (with 
some  allowance  for  a  few  clerical  errors)  be  fairly  trusted. 


The    kpfect   op    that   wiiicn    was   spokkn    by    the    Lord 
Keeper  op  tub  great  seal  op  ENCLANn,  at  the  taking 

OP  HIS  PLACE  IN  CHANCERY,  IN  PERFORMANCE  OP  THE 
CHARGE  ni8  MAJESTY  HAD  GIVEN  HIM  WHEN  HE  RECEIVED 
THE   SEAL.' 

Before  I  enter  into  the  business  of  the  court,  I  shall  take 
advantage  of  so  many  honourable  witnesses  to  publish  and  make 
known  summarily,  what  charge  the  King's  most  excellent 
Majesty  gave  me  when  I  received  the  seal,  and  what  orders  and 
resolutions  myself  have  taken  in  conformity  unto  that  charge ; 
that  tho  King  may  liavc  the  honour  of  direction,  and  I  the  part 
of  obcdienoc;  whereby  your  Lordships  and  the  rest  of  the 
presence  shall  see  the  whole  time  of  my  sitting  in  Chancery' 

■  He  lisil  boen  token  into  \m  wnrioo  on  the  12th  of  Mftrch.  See  8.  P.  Dom. 
Junot  I.  Tol.  xc.  no.  117. 

<  lUwInr**  R4>tuit*itii1io,  p.  7:1.  (R.)  S.  P.  Dom.  Jsnict  I.  toI.  xott.  na  18. 
Copy  Vy  Edward  Sherbum.  (8.)  Docketed,  •«  Tlic  effect  of  my  L.  Kcqxr'i  tneeoh 
BMle  in  the  CImnoefy,  the  flret  day  of  the  term,  beinf  the  7th  of  Hoy  1617.'^ 
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(which  may  bo  longer  or  shorter,  m  it  shall  please  God  and 
the  King')  contracted  into  one  hour.  And  this  I  do  for  three 
causes. 

Fint,  to  give  account  to  the  King  of  his  oommaudiucut. 

Secondly,  that  it  may  lie  a  guard  and  custody  to  myself  and 
my  own  doings,  that  I  do  not  swerve  or  recede  from  any  thing 
that  I  have  professed  in  so  good^  company. 

And  thirdly,  that  all  men  that  have  to  do  with  the  Chancery 
or  the  Seal,  may  know  what  they  shall  expect,  and  both  set  their 
hearts  and  my  ears  at  re^t ;  not  moving  me  in  any  thing  against 
these  rules;  knowing  that  my  answer  is  now  turned  from  a 
nolumui  into  a  non  ponumuM.  It  is  no  more  '  I  will  not'  but 
*  I  cannot'  after  this  declaration. 

And  this  I  do  als^o  under  three  cautions. 

This  first  is,  that  there  lie  some  things  of  u  more  secret  and 
council-like  nature,  which  are  rather  to  be  acted  than  publislictl ; 
but  these  things  which  I  shall  s|icak  of  to-day  arc  of  a  more 
public  nature. 

The  second  is,  that  I  will  not  trouble  this  presence  with  every 
particular,  which  would  be  too  long;  but  select  those  things 
which  are  of  greatest  cfTicacy,  and  conduce  most  ad  Mumtttos 
rerum ;  leaving  many  other  [>articulars  to  be  set  down  in  a 
public  table,  according  to  the  good  example  of  my  last  pre- 
deccssor  in  his  beginnings. 

And  lastly,  that  these  imperatives,  which  I  have  made  but  to 
myself  and  my  times,  be  without  prejudice  to  the  authority  of 
the  court,  or  to  wiser  men  that  may  succeed  me ;  and  chiefly 
that  they  are  wholly  submitted  unto  the  great  wisdom  of  my 
sovereign  (the  absolutest  prince  in  judicature  that  hath  been  in 
the  Christian  world) ;  for  if  any  of  these  things  which  I  intend 
to  1)0  subordinate  to  his  directions,  shall  be  thought  by  his 
Majesty  to  be  inordinate,  I  shall  be  most  ready  to  reform  them. 
These  thiugs  are  but  tanquain  album  pnetoris ;  for  so  did  the 
iioman  pnctors  (which  have  the  greatest  affinity  with  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Chancellor  here),  who  used  to  set  down  at  their 
entrance  how  they  would  use  their  jurisdiction.  And  this  I 
shall  do,  my  Lonls,  in  verbis  fnascuiU ;  no  flourishing  or  paintod 
words,  but  such  words  as  arc  fit  to  go  Ijcfore  deeds. 

*  So  R.    S.  omits  tlio  cIsum  witliin  the  psmitlieiit.  *  mobh,    B. 
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thB  4  The  King's  charge,  which  is  mv  lanthorn,  rested  upon  four 

^••^  ^     heads 

I.  The  first  was,  that  I  should  contain  the  jurisdiction  of  the 


court  within  the  true  and  due  limits,  without  swelling  or  excess. 

2.  The  second,  that  I  should  think  the  putting  of  the  great 
seal  to  letters  {latents  was  not  a  matter  of  course  to  follow  after 
precedent  warrants ;  but  that  I  should  take  it  to  be  the  maturity 
and  fulness  of  the  King's  intentions :  and  therefore  one^  of  the 
greatest  parts  of  my  trust,  if  therein*  I  saw  any  scruple  or  cause 
of  stay,  that  I  should  acquaint  him ;  concluding  with  a  Quod 
dftlHicM  ne  feceris, 

8.  The  third  was,  that  I  should  retrench  all  unnecessary 
delays,  that  the  subject  mought  find  that  he  did  et\joy  the  same 
remedy  against  the  fainting  of  the  soul  and  consumption  of  the 
state ;'  which  was  s|)eedy  justice.     Bi$  dat,  gut  cito  duL 

4.  Tlie  fourth  was,  that  justice  might  pass  with  as  easy 
charge  as  mought  be ;  and  that  those  same  brambles  that  grow 
about  justice,  of  needless  charge  and  expense,  and  all  manner  of 
exactions,  mought  be  rooted  out  so  far  as  mought  be. 

These  commandments,  my  Lords,  are  righteous,  and  (as  I 
may  term  them)  sacred ;  and  therefore  to  use  a  sacred  form,  I 
pray  God  bless  the  King  for  his  great  care  over  the  justice  of 
this  land,  and  give  me,  his  poor  servant,  grace  and  power  to 
oli8cr\'e  his  precepts. 

Now  for  a  beginning  towards  it,  I  have  set  down  and  applied 
particular  orders  to  every  one  of  these  four  general  heads. 
SsecM  or       For  the  excess  or  tumour  of  this  court  of  Chancery,  I  shall 
«r  iha        divide  it  into  five  natures. 

1.  The  first  is,  when  the  court  doth  embrace  or  retain  causes, 
both  in  matter  and  circumstance  mei'cly  determinable  and  fit  for 
the  common  law.  For,  my  Lords,  the  Chancery  is  ordained  to 
supply  the  law,  and  not  to  subvert  the  law.  Now  to  describe 
unto  you  or  delineate  what  those  causes  are  (and  upon  what 
differenoes)  that  are  fit  for  the  court,  or  not  fit  for  the  court,^ 
were  too  long  a  lecture.  But  I  will  tell  you  what  remedy  I 
have  prepared.  I  will  keep  the  keys^  of  the  court  myself,  and 
I  will  never  refer  any  demurrer  or  plea  (tending  to  discharge  or 

■  cUt  il  «NM  OM.    R.  *  om.    R. 

*  aymitui  ikeftufUimf  ^  ike  Seal  o»d  oyoMMl  ike  eomtumptiom  ^  ike  «m«m  mtd 
€9imU,    R.  *  R.  oroiU  thit  eUuM.  *  So  R.    &  omiU  keep  ike. 
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dismiss  the  court  of  the  cause)  to  any  master  of  the  Chanccvy, 
but  judge  of  it  myself,  or  at  least  the  Master  of  the  Rolls.  Nay 
further,  I  will  appoint  regularly,  that  on  the  Tuesday  of  every 
week  (which  is  the  day  of  orders)  first  to  hear  all  motions  of 
that  nature  before  any  other,  that  the  subject  may  have  his  vaie 
at  first  without  attending,  and  that  the  court  do  not  keep  or 
accumulate  a  miscellany  and  confusion  of  causes  of  all  natures. 

2.  The  second  point  eoncemeth  the  time  of  the  complaint^ 
and  the  late  comers  into  the  Chancery,  which  stay  till  a  judge- 
ment be  passed  against  them  at  the  Common  Law,  and  then 
complain :  wherein  your  Lordships  may  have  heard  a  great 
rattle,  and  a  noise  of  a  pntmunire,  and  I  cannot  tell  what.  Bat 
that  question  the  King  hath  settled  according  to  the  ancient 
precedents  in  all  Kings'  timcs^  continued.  And  this  I  will  say, 
that  the  opinion  not  to  relieve  any  case  after  judgment,  would 
be  a  guilty  opinion ;  guilty  of  the  ruin,  and  naufrage,  and 
pi^rishing  of  infinite  subjects :  and  as  the  King  found  it  well 
out,  why  should  a  man  fly  into  the  Chancery  lx:fore  he  Iw  hurt? 
The  whole  need  not  the  physician,  but  the  sick.*  But,  my  Lords, 
the  power  would  be  preserved,  but  then  the  practice  would  be 
moderate.  My  rule  shall  be  therefore,  that  in  case  of  com- 
plaints after  judgments,  (except  the  judgments  be  u|)on  nihii 
dicit,  and  causes'  which  are  but  disguises  of  judgment,  cr  that 
they  be  judgments^  obtained  in  contempt  of  a  precedent'  order 
of  this  court,)  yea,  and  after  verdicts  also,  I  will  have  the  party 
eomplainaut  enter  into  good  bond  to  prove  his  suggestion  :  ao 
that  if  he  will  be  relieved  against  a  judgment  at  common  law 
upon  matter  of  equity,  he  shall  do  it  tangtuam  in  vincuiu,  at  his 
peril. 

3.  The  third  point  of  excess  may  be  the  over-frequent  and 
facile  granting  of  injunctions  fur  the  staying  of  the  common 
law,*  or  the  altering  of^  possessions;  wherein  these  shall  be  my 
rules. 

I  will  grant  no  injunction  merely  upon  priority  of  suit ;  that 
is  to  say,  because  this  court  was  first  possessed :  a  thing  tliat 
was  well  reformed  in  the  late  Lord  Chancellor's  time,  but  usual* 


'  all  timei,    R.  '  S.  omiU  thU  lontonot.  *  R.  oniiU  and 

*  B.  omiU  Of  Ikai  ikey  bgjmd^mmUi,    Sherburn'i  oopj  liM  '  m*  Ibr  *  or/  which 
if  the  reftding  of  anoUier  Ud.  in  Um  mom  volumtf. 
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in  the  Chauccllor  Bromley's  time ;  insomucL  as  I  remember  that 
Mr.  Dalton  the  counsellor  at  law  put  a  pasquil  upon  the  court 
in  nature  of  a  bill;  for  seeing  it  was  no  more  but,  My  Lord,  the 
bill  came  in  on  Monday,  and  the  arrest  at  coinmou  law  was^  on 
Tuesday,  I  pray  the  injunction  ujion  priority  of  suit :  he  caused 
his  client,  that  had  a  loose  debtor,  to  put  in  a  bill  into  the 
Chancery  l)cforc  the  bond  due  to  him  was  forfeited,  to  desire  an 
order  that  he  niought  have  his  money  at  his*  day,  because  he 
would  be  sure  to  be  before  the  other.  I  do  not  mcau  to  make 
it  a  horse-race'  who  shall  be  first  at  Westminster-hall. 

Neither  will  I  grant  an  injunction  upon  matter  contained  in 
the  bill  only,  be  it  never  so  smooth  and  specious ;  but  upon 
matter  confessed  in  the  defendant's  answer,  or  matter  pregnant 
in  writing,  or  of  record :  or  upon  contempt  of  the  defendant  in 
not  appearing,  or  not  answering,  or  trifling  with  the  court  by 
iiisufllicient  answering.  For  then  it  may  Ix:  thought  that  the 
defendant  stands  out  of  ^  purpose  to  get  the  start  at  the  common 
law,  and  so  to  take  advantage  of  his  own  contempt ;  which  may 
not  be  suffered. 

As  for  injunctions  for  possession,  I  shall  maintain  possessions 
as  they  were  at  the  time  of  the  bill  exhibited,  and  for  the  space 
of  a  year  at  least'  before,  except  the  possession  were  gotten  by 
force  or  by  any  trick.* 

Neither  will  I  alter  possessions^  upon  interlocutory  orders, 
until  a  decree;  except  upon  matter  plainly  confessed  in  the 
defendant's  answer,  joined  also  with  a  plain  disability  and 
insolvency  in  the  defendant  to  aiwwer  the  profits. 

As  for  taking  the  possession  away  in  respect  of  contempts,  I 
will  have  all  the  process  of  the  court  s{)ciit  first  and  a  seques- 
tration of  the  profits  before  I  come  to  an  injunction. 

■  So  R.    8.  omit!  «om.  *  the.    K, 

^  mmiter  of  an  koTM  rae$  or  powting,    B.  *  mpon.    R. 

*  IL  omilt  at  l^oH, 

*  A  report  (Ilarl.  MS8.  1676.  f.  86)  wliich  aocnit  to  havo  bocii  nwclc  bj  an  car 
witneis  who  was  not  a  ihortliand  writer,  gives  the  {lassago  as  follows.  **  For 
potscfsions,  cxcq>t  the  iiOMeiwion  were  gained  by  forrc  or  cireuniTeiition  or  a 
triek,  I  will  take  awaj  no  possession  fill  the  time  of  a  deeroo  come,  except  upon 
natter  confessed ;  and  tliat  also  wlien  the  defendant  is  k>  poor  that  he  can  put  in 
no  bond  for  tlie  profits  taken  before  the  decree ;  which  if  the  defendant  cannot  do, 
and  matter  aiipear  in  the  answer  to  more  me  to  it,  I  will  take  the  possession  and 

to  the  plaintiff.    And  for  such  as  stand  in  contempt.  I  will  hi 


it  to  the  plaintiff.    And  for  such  as  stand  in  contempt,  I  will  haTe  all  the 
proeesa  oat  before  an  Injunction  gnmted.    First  an  attachment^  then  an  attach* 
mcnt  with  prodamation,  then  a  commission  of  rebellion,  then  a  sergeant  at  arms, 
and  after  tiial  a  seqnestralion,  and  than  after  that  an  injunotion." 
*  jiiina'na.    b! 
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4.  The  fourth  point'  is  couccrning  the  communicatiug  of  the 
authority  of  the  Chauocllor  too  far;  and  making  upon  the 
matter  too  many  Chancellors,  hy  relying  too  much  u|khi 
reports  of  the  masters  of  the  Chancery  as  eoncludent.  I  know,  my 
Lords,  the  masters  of  the  Chancery  arc  reverend  men ;  and  the 
great  mass  of  the  husiness  of  the  court  cannot  he  sped  without 
them ;  and  it  is  a  thing  the  Chancellor  may  fall  to'  for  his  own 
ease,  to  rely  too  much  uiiou  them.  But  the  course  that  I  will 
take  generally  shall  be  this ;  that  I  will  make  !)0  binding  onlcr 
n[x>n  any  rcjiort  of  one  of  the  masters,  without  giving  a  seven- 
nights  day  at  the  least  to  shew  cause  against  the  re|)ort,  (which 
nevertheless  I  will  have  done  modcstlv.  and  with  due  reverence 
towards  them) :  and  again,  I  must  utterly  discontinue  the 
making  of  an)'  hyiothctieal  or  conditional  order;  tliat  if  a 
master  of  the  Chancery  do  certify  thus  and  thus,  that  tlicn  it  is 
so  onlercd,  without  further  motion ;  for  that  is  a  surprise,  and 
gives  no  time  for  contradiction. 

5.  The  last  point  of  excess  is,  if  a  Chancellor  shall  be  so  much 
of  himself,  as  he  shall  neglect  assistance  of  reverend  Judges  iu 
cases  of  difficulty,  (especially  if  they  touch  upon  law,)  or  calling 
them,  shall  do  it  but  profwrmd  toHtufn,  and  give  no  due  res|>oct 
to  their  opinions :  Wherein,  my  Lords,  (preserving  the  dignity 
and  majesty  of  the  court,  which  I  account  rather  increased  tliaii 
diminished  by  grave  and  due  assistance,)  I  shall  never  be  found 
so  sov^^^n  or  abundant  in  mine  own  sense,  but  I  shall  both 
dcsircand  make  true  use  of  assistance.  Nay,  I  assure  your 
Lordships,  if  I  shall^  find  any  main  diversity  of  opinion  in'  my 
assistants  from  my  own,  though  I  know  well  the  judicature 
wholly  resides  in  myself,  yet  I  think  1  should  have  recourse  to 
the  oracle  of  the  King's  own  judgment,  before  I  should  pro* 
uounoc.  And  so  much  for  the  tcmi^cratc  use  of  the  authority 
of  this  court ;  for  surely  the  health  of  a  court,  as  well  as  of  a 
body,  consists  in  temperance. 

For  the  second  commandment  of  his  Majesty,  touching  stay-  SUjriag  of 
ing  of  grants  at  the  great  seal ;  there  may  bo  just  cause  of  sUy,  22^  ** 
cither  in  the  matter  of  the  grant,  or  in  the  manner  of  paving 

^  n4f9WikpaHqf990U9.    B.  *  Moy  Mon/olf  info.    B. 

•  ••.a.  ««»<Hi«.  B.  »^.  B. 
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the  same.  Out  of  both  which  I  extract  these  six  principal  cases 
which  I  will  now  make  known :  all  which,  nevertheless,  I  under- 
stand to  be  wholly  submitted  to  his  Majesty's  will  and  pleasure, 
after  by  me  he  shall  have  been  informed  ;  for  if  iieratum  man- 
datum  do  come,  obedience  is  better  than  sacrifice. 

1.  The  first  case  is,  where  any  matter  of  revenue  or  treasure  or 
profit  passeth  from  his  Majesty ;  My  first  duty  shall  be  to  ex- 
amine  whether  the  grant  hath  passed  in  the  due  and  natural  course 
by  the  great  officers  of  the  revenue,  (the  Lord  Treasurer  and 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,)  and  with  their  privity ;  which  if 
I  find  it  not  to  be,  I  must  presume  it^  to  have  passed  in  the  dark, 
and  by  a  kind  of  surreption ;  and  I  shall^  make  stay  of  it  till  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  be  further  known. 

2.  Secondly,  if  it  be  a  grant  that  is  not  merely  vulgar,  and 
hath  not'  of  course  passed  at  the  signet  by  a  fac  nmile,  but 
iioedeth  science,  my  duty  shall  be  to  examine  whether  it  hath 
fiasscd  by  the  learned  counsel  and  had  their  docket ;  which  is 
that^  his  Majesty  reads,  and  that  leads  him ;  and  if  I  find  it 
otherwise,  (although  the  matter  were  not  in  itself  inconvenient,) 
jet  I  hold  it  just  cause  of  stay  (for  precedent's  sake)  to  keep 
men  in  the  right  way. 

3.  Thirdly,  if  it  be  a  grant  which  I  conceive  (out  of  my  little 
knowledge)  to  be  against  the  law ;  of  which  nature  Theodosius 
was  wont  to  say,  when  he  was  pressed,  /  spake  it,  or  I  writ  it, 
!nU  I  granted  it  not  \f  it  he  w^ust  :*  I  will  call  the  learned  coun- 
sel to  it,  (as  well  him  that  drew  the  book  as  the  rest,)  or  some 
of  them  :.  and  if  we  find  cause,  I  will  inform  his  Majesty  of  our 
opinion,  either  by  myself  or  some  of  them.  For  as  for  the 
Judges,  they  are  judges  of  grants  past,  but  not  of  grants  to 
oome,  except  the  King  call  them. 

4.  Fourthly,  if  the  grants  be  against  the  King's  published* 
book  of  bounty,  I  am  expressly  commanded  to  stay  them  until 
the  King  either  revise  his  book  in  general,  or  give  direction  in 
the  particular. 

5.  Fifthly,  if,  as  a  councillor  of  estate,  I  do  foresee  inconve- 
nience to  ensue  by  the  grant  in  reason  of  estate,  in  respect  of 
the  King's  honour  or  discontent  and  murmur  of  the  people ;  I 

not  trust  mine  own  judgment,  but  I  will  either  acquaint  his 

I  8.  onito  H.  •  wOl.    B.  *  8.  omiU  no/.  *  th^  which.    A. 

*  itUUktAl^MmUdUtn^ifUh^miJa^^.    B.  •  B.  omiU /w^ImM. 
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Migcsty  with  it,  or  the  Council  table,  or  tome  such  of  my  Lonb 
M  I  shall  think  fit. 

6.  Lastly,  for  matter  of  pardons ;  if  it  be  of  treason,  mia- 
prision  of  treason,  murder,  cither  expressed  or  involute,  by  a  aois- 
ohitatde ;  or  of  piracy,^  or  o( pr^tmunire^  or  of  fines,  an  eiemplary 
punishment  in  tlie  star-chamber,  or  of  some  other  natures;  I 
shall  by  the  grace  of  Ood  stay  them  until  his  Majesty  (who  is 
the  fountain  of  grace)  may  resolve  between  God  and  him  (un- 
derstanding the  case)  how  far  grace  shall  abound  or  super- 
abound. 

And  if  it  be  of  persons  attainted  and  convicted  of  robbery, 
burglary,  etc.  then  will  I  examine  whether  the  |>ardous  passed 
the  hand  of  any  justice  of  assise,  or  other  commissioners,  before 
whom  the  trial  was  made ;  and  if  not,  I  think  it  my  duty  alao 
to  stay  them. 

Thus  your  Lordships  sec  in  this  matter  of  the  Seal,  and  his 
Majesty's  royal  commandment  oonceruiug  the  same,  I  mean  to 
walk  in  the  light,  so  that  men  may  know  where  to  find  me : 
and  this  publi»liing  thereof  plainly,  I  ho|ie  will  save  the  King 
from  a  great  deal  of  al)use,  and  mo  from  a  great  deal  of  envjr ; 
when  men  shall  see  that  no  particular  turn  or  end  leads  me,  but 
a  general  rule. 

For  the  third  general  head  of  his  Majesty's  precepts,  concern-  Spccdj 
ing  speedy  justice ;  it  rests  much  upon  myself,  and  much  upon  ^  '^ 
others :  yet  so  as  my  procuration  may  give  some  remedy  and 
order  unto  it.  For  myself,*  I  am  resolved  that  my  decree  shall 
come  speedily  (if  not  instantly)  aflter  the  hearing,  and  my  signed 
decree  speedily  upon  my  decree  ]ironounced.  For  it  hath  been 
a  manner  much  used  of  late  in  my  last  Lord's  time  (of  whom  I 
learn  much  to  imitate,  and  somewhat^  to  avoid)  that  upon  the 
solemn  and  full  hearing  of  a  cause  nothing  is  pronounced  in 
court,  but  brcviates  are  required  to  be  made ;  (which  I  do  not 
dislike  in  itself  in  causes  perplcxetl :  for  I  confess  I  have  some- 
what of  the  cunctative ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  whosoever  is 
not  wiser  upon  advice  than  upon  the  sudden,  the  same  man  is 

»  •  iVfwy.    E.  •  8.  omito  ^. 

*  Thb  whola  clouM  from  '  it  reiU '  to '  mjjrtelf '  b  omiltod  in  tho '  Satiiseitatio.* 

*  R.  hM  "  and,  with  due  wrerenco  to  hit  memory  let  me  ipeik  it,  much  ta 

BTOld.** 
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no  wiser  at  fifty^  than  he  was  at  thirty^  and  it  was  my  father's 
ordinary  word.  You  mwtt  give  me  tinu).  But  yet  I  find  when 
irach  brcviatcs  were  taken,  the  cause  was  sometimes  forgotten  a 
term  or  two.  and  then  set  down  for  a  new  hearing,  or  a  re- 
Iicaring,  three  or  four  terms  after.  And  in  the  mean  time  the 
»nhject'8  pulse  beats  swift,  though  tlie  ehanccry  pace  be  slow.' 
Of  which  kind  of  intermission  I  see  no  use,  and  therefore  I  will 
promise  regularly  to  pronounce  my  decree  within  few  days  after 
my  liearing  and  to  sign  my  decree  at  the  least  in  the  vacation 
after  the  pronouncing,  for  fresh  justice  is  the  sweetest,  and 
to  tlic  end  that  there  l)e  no  delay  of  justice,  nor  any  other 
means-making  or  labouring,  but  the  labour  of  the  counsel  at  the 
bar.' 

2.  Again,  because  justice  is  a  sacred  thing,  and  the  end  for 
which  I  am  callcil  to  this  place,  and  therefore*  is  my  way  to 
heaven  (and  if  it  be  shorter,  it  is  never  a  whit  the  worse)  I  shall 
hy  the  grace  of  God  (as  far  as  God  shall  give  me  strength)  add 
the  afternoon  to  the  forenoon,  and  some  fortnight^  of  the  vacation 
to  the  term,  for  the  expediting  and  clearing  of  the  causes  of  the 
court.  Only  the  depth  of  the  three  long  vacations  I  would 
reserve  in  some  measure  free  for  business  of  estate,  and  for 
studies,  arts,  and  sciences,  to  which  in  my  nature  I  am  most 
inclined. 

3.  There  is  another  iK>int  of  true  expedition,  which  rcstcth 
in  myself,*  and  that  is  in  my  msinner  of  giving  onlers.  For  I 
have  fseen  an  affectation  of  dii^patch  turn  utterly  to  delay  and 
length  :  for  the  manner  of  it  is  to  take  the  tale  out  of  the  coun- 
sellor at  the  bar  his  mouth,  and  to  give  a  cursory  order,  nothing 
tending  or  conducing  to  the  end  of  the  business.  It  makes  me 
remember  what  I  heanl  one  say  of  a  Judge  that  sat  in 
diancery^  that  he  would  make  80  orders  in  a  morning  out  of 
the  way,  and  it  was  out  of  the  way  indeed,  for  it  was  nothing 
to  the  end  of  the  business :  and  this  is  that  which  makes  sixty, 
eighty,  an  hundred  orders  in  a  cause,  to  and  fro,  begetting  one 

'  Jffly  JTMTt  M,    R.  '  Tliif  whole  aontoDCe  omitted  in  K. 

*  ^  both  the  MBS.  in  the  8.  P.  Ofllce.  The  *  Retutcitatio '  has  (oAor  *  swcetett  *) 
mad  betid€$  Jfutic€  oti^ki  mot  U  be  tfefajrerf.     And  it  will  aUo  woid  all  mane 
or  lahomring :  for  there  owyhi  to  be  no  labouring  in  cautee  but  the  labouring 


ef  ike  C^neei  ai  the  Bar,    I  sutpeet  tliat  ncit)i<T  renion  it  quite  right. 

*  One  of  the  M88.  in  the  FSper  Office  iramirert  *  therefore  *  to  the  parenthctit , 
vhiHi  if  perham  right. 

^fimrtkmgkL    B.  •  sraeA  in  M5je(A    B. 
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anotlicr;  and  like  Pcnclo|K'8  wcb«  doiug  and  undoitig.  But  I 
mean  not  to  purchase  the  praioc  of  expcditivc  in  tliat  kind ;  but 
as  one  that  hath  a  feeling  of  my  duty^  and  of  the  cute  of  others^ 
my  endeavour  shall  be  to  hear  patiently^  and  to  cast  my  order 
into  such  a  mould  as  may  soonest  bring  the  subject  to  tlic  end 
of  his  journey. 

4.  As  for  such  delays  as  may  couoem  others,  the  great  abuse 
\n,  that  if  the  plaintiff  have  got  an  injunction  to  stay  suits  at 
common  law,  tlien  he  will  spin  on  his  cause  at  length ;  but  by 
the  grace  of  God  I  will  make  injunctions  an  hard  pillow  to  slocp 
on ;  for  if  I  find  that  he  prosecutes  not  with  effect,  he  may  hap 
wlien  he  is  awake  find  not  only  his  injunction  dissolved^  but  his 
cause  dismissed. 

5.  There  Ix;  other  particular  orders  I  mean  to  take  for  non 
prosecution  or  faint  prosecution,  wherewith  I  will  not  trouble 
you  now,  l)ccause  sumfua  nequar  fanttgia  rerum.  And  so  niuch 
for  matter  of  expedition. 


Now  for  the  fourth  and  last  point  of  the  King's  command-  ^''^T^ 
mont,  for  the  cutting  oif  unnecessary  charge  of  the  subject,  a 
great  portion  of  it  is  fulfilled  in  the  precedent  article  touching 
expedition ;  for  it  is  the  length  of  suits  that  doth  multiply  chaise 
chiefly ;  but  yet  there  arc  some  other  remedies  that  conduce 
thereunto. 

1.  First,  therefore,  I  shall  maintain  strictly,  and  with  severity, 
the  former  orders  which  I  find  my  Lord  Chancellor  hath  taken, 
for  the  inordinate^  and  needless  prolixity  and  length  of  bills, 
and  ani«\vci*H,  and  so  forth ;  as  veil  in  punishing  the  party,  as 
fining  the  counsel,  whose  hand  I  shall  find  at  such  bills,  answers, 
etc. 

2.  Secondly,  for  all  exfiminations  taken  in  the  court,  I  do 
give  charge  unto  the  examiners  (upon  peril  of  their  places)  that 
they  do  not  use  any  idle  repetitions,  or  needless  circumstances, 
in  setting  down  the  depositions  taken  by  them ;  and  I  would  I 
could  help  it  likewise  in  commissions  in  the  countiy,  but  that 
is  impossible.* 

3.  Thirdly,  I  shall  take  a  diligent  survey  of  the  copies  in 

>  wAiVA  I  find  made  ftv  Mjr  Lord  Chmne^titr  for  tko  immodorate,  elc    B. 
*  atmo$t  finpouihfe.    R. 
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chancery,  that  they  have  their  juftt  number  of  lines,  and  with- 
out open  or  wasteful  writing. 

4.  Fourthly,  I  shall  be  careful  there  be  no  exaction  of  any 
new  fees,  but  according  as  they  have  been  heretofore  set  and 
tabled. 

5.^  As  for  lawyers'  fees,  I  must  leave  it'  to  the  conscience  and 
merit  of  the  lawyer,  and  the  estimation  and  gratitude  of  the 
client :  but  yet  this  I  can  do ;  I  know  there  have  used  to  attend 
this  bar  a  number  of  lawyers  that  have  not  been  heard  some- 
times scarce  once  or  twice  in  a  term  ;  and  that  makes  the  client 
seek  to  great  counsel  and  favourites  (as  they  call  them,  a  terra 
fitter  for  kings  than  judges)  for*  every  order  that  a  mean  lawyer 
niought  as  well^  dispatch.  Therefore  to  help  the  generality  of 
lawyers,  and  therein  to  ease  the  client,  I  will  constantly  observe 
that  every  Tuesday  and  other  days  of  orders,  after  nine  o'clock 
atrucken,  I  will  hear  the  bar  until  eleven,  or  half  an  hour  after 
ten  at  the  least.  And  since  I  am  upon  the  point  whom  I  will 
hear,  your  liOixlships  will  give  mc  leave  to  tell  you  a  fancy.  It 
falls  out,  that  there  be  three  of  us  the  King's  servants  in  great 
place,  that  are  lawyers  by  descent,  Mr.  Attorney  son  of  a  Judge, 
Mr.  Solicitor  likewise  son  of  a  Judge,  and  myself,  a  Chancellor's 
•on. 

Now  because  the  law  roots  so  well  in  my  time,  I  will  water  it 
at  the  root  thns  far,  as  beside  these  great  ones,  I  will  hear  any 
Judge's  son  before  a  Serjeant,  and  any  Serjeant's  sou  l)eforc  a 
Reader,  if  there  be  not  maTiy  of  thcm.^ 

Ti.  Lastly,  for  the  lietter  case  of  the  subjects,  and  the  bridling 
of  ruiitcntious  suits,  I  shall  give  better  (that  is  greater)  costs 
where  the  suggestions  are  not  proved,  than  hath  been  heretofore 
used.* 

I  The  Harleian  MS.  tlhoYe  quoted  giroe  thie  pani|n«pb  as  follows :  **  I  soo  a 
nnmfwr  it  thi*  bnr  which  arc  tciirce  heard  here  oneo  in  a  Term,  that  were  made 
to  be  heard  as  wcU  as  greater  men.**  Then  follows  a  blank  space,  and  then  "  Then 
the  Buliject  must  go  to  the  King's  counsel,  to  sergeants  and  favourites  (as  they 
caU  them,  a  term  6ttrr  for  Kings  than  Judges)  and  then  CTcrf  20*.  must  cost  the 
aubjeet  8/.,  4/.,  or  bl^  because  his  ordinary  eouni»el  cannot  be  licard.  Tliis  I'll 
ivmnly,  and  erm*  TucMlay  which  is  a  day  of  orders,  as  soon  as  9  strikes  I'll  begin 
with  tlie  Bar,  and  so  till  10  or  II  hear  them.  And  those  days  slwU  be  for  the 
bar  gnierairy,  and  this  wUl  help  the  generalty  of  Uwyers,  and  mvo  the  client's 


'  R.  omita  it.         >  mnI  Ooi/br,    B.  *  mauyki  detpaieh  and  a§  weU,    B. 

*  R.  omits  this  clause. 

*  The  Hari.  1C8.  grres  this  thus :  **  And  lastly  for  cutting  off  unnecessary  suits 
and  TeialioiM  of  idto  penona,  I'll  raise  the  market  of  cost* :  he  that  in  the  end 
proves  nol  his  UU  but  vnea  the  suljeot  shaU  pay  high  oosU." 
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There  be  divers  other  onlcrs  for  the  better  rcglement  of  tliis 
court ;  and  for  granting  of  writ»|  and  for  granting  of  bcneficeii, 
and  other  things  whieh  I  shall  set  down  in  a  table.  But  I  will 
deal  with  no  other  to-day  but  such  as  have  a  proper  relation  to 
his  Majesty's  eommandrocnt ;  it  lieing  my  comfort  that  I  serve 
such  a  master,  that  I  shall  need  to  Ix:  but  a  conduit  for  the  ooiw 
veying  only  of  his  goodness  to  his  i)eoplc.  And  it  is  true  that  I 
do  affect  and  aspire  to  make  good  that  saying,  that  OptimuM 
magi$tratu$  prmstat  optiwut  Ivgi ;  whieh  is  true  in  his  Mijcsty. 
But  for  myself,  I  doubt  I  shall  not  attain  it.  But  yet  I  have  a 
domestic^  example  to  follow.  My  Lords,  I  have  no  more  to  My, 
but  now  I  will  go  on  to  the  business  of  the  court. 

7. 

The  effect  of  the  day  was  a  little  marred,  according:;  to  riiambcrlain, 
by  an  inferior  cihibition  which  succeeded  this  speech.  It  liap|)ened 
that  the  first  motion  was  to  be  made  by  a  brother  of  the  Karl  of 
Huntingdon — a  young  lawyer.  Bacon  wished  tho  Lords  that  had 
eome  with  him  to  stay  and  hear  it,  which  they  did.  Unluckily  ho 
performed  hi«  |>art  but  poorly ;  **  being,  as  hiii  frienda  Baid,  not  provided 
but  called  on  the  sudden.**  ^  Upon  the  whole  however  Bacon  was 
very  well  satisfied  with  tho  d&y*s  work — as  will  appear  by  his  own 
reports  to  tho  King  and  Buckingham,  written  immediately  after; 
which  may  follow  without  further  comment. 

Fimt  however  must  come  a  letter  of  merely  formal  buHincss ;  tho 
interest  of  which,  if  any,  cousiists  in  its  being  perhaps  the  first  paper 
to  which  he  set  bis  hand  in  his  judicial  capacity— certainly  one  of 
the  first. 

To  THE  Right  Rbvirend  thi  Fathir  in  Ood  tub  Bishop  op 

DiRRUAY  IN  IaBLAND.' 

After  my  hearty  commendation  unto  your  Lp.  Whereas  it  is 
required  on  tho  behalf  of  Dame  £lizal)eth  Killigrew,  widow,  that 
your  Lp.  and  your  wife  may  bo  warned  to  appear  in  Chancery  on 
Monday  next,  being  the  l^tli  of  this  instant  May,  to  answer  to 
a  bill  there  exhibited  against  you  by  her  Lai*,  I  am  at  her 
instance  to  give  your  Lp.  notice  thereof  by  this  my  letter, 
according  to  the  manner  used  towards  persons  of  your  place  and 

>  dome»(icaH,    R.  '  8.  P.  Dom.  Jamet  I.  vol.  xcii.  no.  18. 

*  8.  P.  Jamcfl  I.,  Ireland. 

VOU  VI.  o 
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calling;  praying  and  requiring  you  hereby  to  take  knowledge 
thereof  and  to  give  order  to  those  whom  you  do  employ  in  such 
your  causes  for  your  Lp's  appearance  and  putting  in  of  your 
answer  at  the  same  time  accordingly.  Whereof  hoping  there 
ahall  be  no  default  on  your  Lp's  part^   I  bid  you  heartily 

farewell. 

Yo'  LoP*  very  loving  friend 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.  S. 
At  Donet  House 
8-  Mali  1017. 


To  THE  Earl  or  Buckinouam.' 

My  singular  good  Lord, 
I  send  your  Lordship,  according  to  the  direction  of  your 
letter,  a  note  of  the  precedents  that  I  find  in  my  Lord  Brackley's 
business;  which  do  rather  come  near  the  case  tlian  match  it. 
Your  Lordship  knowcth  already  my  opinion,  that  I  would  rather 
have  you  constant  to  the  matter  than  instant  for  the  time. 

I  send  you  also*  an  account  of  council  business  by  way  of 
remembrance  to  his  llajesty,  which  it  may  please  you  to  deliver 
to  liim. 

The  Queen  retumeth  her  thanks  to  your  Lordship  for  dispatch^ 
of  the  warrant  touching  her  house :  I  have  not  yet  acquainted 
the  Lord  Treasurer  and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with  it ; 
but  I  purpose  to-morrow  to  deliver  them  the  warrant,  and  to 
advise  with  them  for  the  executing  the  same. 

I  have  received  the  King's  letter  with  another  from  your 
Lonlship  touching  the  cause  of  tlic  olTiccrs  and  Sir  Arthur 
Ingram,  whereof  I  will  be  very  careful  to  do  them  justice. 

Yesterday  I  took  my  place  in  Chancery,  which  I  hold  only  from 
the  King's  grace  and  favour,  and  your  friendship.^  There  was 
much  ado,  and  a  great  deal  of  world.  But  this  matter  of  pomp, 
which  is  heaven  to  some  men,  is  hell  to  me,  or  purgatory  at 
least.  It  is  true  I  was  glad  to  see  that  the  King's  choice  was 
•o  generally  approved,  and  that  I  had  so  much  interest  in  men's 

'  OibtoB  Pbpert,  vol.  tiu.  f.  68.  A  fair  copy,  but  in  a  tired  hand.  Comparrd 
wiUi  8t«^MDt'i  copy  (first  collation,  p.  900)  which  ii  taid  to  be  from  the  original. 
1  call  it  8. 

*  I  Mmd  tiiso  imtfoted.    B,  ^tkedi$paUk,    S. 

*  tomiafU  friendtkip,    8. 
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good  wills  and  good  opinion^  1)ocaiuc  it  makctli  mc  the  fitter 
inatruniciit  to  do  my  master  acnrice  and  my  friend  also. 

Adcr  I  was  set  in  Chancery,  I  published  his  Majesty's  char|^ 
whieh  he  gave  me  when  he  gave  mc  the  seal,  and  what  rtilcs 
and  resolutions  I  had  taken  for  the  fulfilling  of  ^  his  command- 
ments.    I  send  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  that  I  said.     My  Tx>rd 
Hay  coming  to  take  his  leave  of  mc  two  days  before,  I  toUi  him 
what  I  was  meditating,  and  he  desired  mc  to  send  him  some  re- 
mcmlirance  of  it ;  and  so  I  could  do  no  less  *  but  send  him 
another  copy  thereof.    Men  tell  mc  it  hath  done  the  Kinf?  si 
great  deal  of  honour ;  insomuch  that  some  of  my  friends  that  arc 
wise  men  and  no  vain  ones,  did  not  stick  to  say  to  mc,  that  thcsrc 
was  not  these  seven  years  such  a  preparation  for  a  Parliament  ; 
whieh  was  a  commendation,  I  confess,  pleased  mc  well.    I  prajr 
take  some  fit  time  to  shew  it  his  Majesty,  because  if  I  misunder- 
stood him  in  any  thing,  I  may  amend  it,  because  I  know  hia 
judgment  is  higher  and  dcc|)er  than  mine. 

1  take  infinite  contentment  to  hear  his  ^fajesty  is  in  great 
good  health  and  vigor;  I  pray  God  preserve  and  continue  it. 
Tims  wishing  you  well  aliovo  all  men  living,  next  my  master  and 
his :  1  rest 

Your  true  and  devoted  friend  and  servant, 

Fa.  Bacon,  C.  8. 

Dorset-kouBC,  which  pattcth  me 
in  mind  to  thank  your  Lord- 
ship, for  your  care  of  me 
toucbiDg  York*hoaie,*  May  8, 
1017. 

A  Note  op  such  Precedents  as  come  neaeest  the  case  op 

TUE  IiOED  Bracelet.^ 

The  Lord  Ilay  was  created  Baron  of  Sawley,  28  Junii  13 
Reffit,  without  the  ceremony  of  robing,  as  I  take  it,  but  then  the 
patent  was  (as  I  conceive  it  also)  delivered  to  the  person  of  the 

>  8.  omiU  •*  of." 

*  eoHtd  not  but.  8.  But  in  the  MS.  copy  which  Stq^hms  used  it  u  ^nmld 
doe  bul^"  "  doo  '*  boing  tho  end  of  a  lino.    The  wonk  **  no  lew**  hod  been  miMed. 

*  Bacon  had  applied  to  the  Arrhbinliop  of  York  through  Burkinffham  for  a  leaic 
of  York  House,  the  residence  of  the  kte  Lonl  Chancellor,  and  obtained  hb  con- 
•cnt  without  conditions.    See  Buckingham's  letter  of  April  18,  p.  16». 

*  Bridgewater  House  MSH.  rol.  xWii.  no  624.  Docketed  "  Pracedenta  that  eomo 
near  the  Lord  Bracklcj's  case.** 

o2 
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said  Lord  Hay  by  the  Kin<ir'8  own  hands.  And  again,  the 
dignity  of  a  Baron  hath  incident  to  it  only  the  ceremony  of 
robes,  and  not  the  cincture  of  the  sword,  coronet,  etc. 

The  Duke  of  Lenox  was  created  Earl  of  Richmond,  G  Octohris 
1]**  Rvffit,  without  any  of  tlie  ceremonies  (as  I  take  it) ;  but  the 
jmtent  (as  I  conceive  it  also)  was  delivered  to  the  person  of  the 
sud  Duke  by  the  hand  of  the  King.  And  again,  in  regard  he 
was  invested  of  the  superior  dignity  of  Duke  of  Scotland,  the 
ceremonies  were  not  fit  to  l)e  iterated.  . 

King  iienry  VII.  created  Edward  Courtenay  knight.  Earl  of 
Devon,  26  Oclob,,  1  Regni,  teste  mcipso  apud  Westm,,  etc. 
Whereby  it  may  1)e  collected,  that  it  wan  done  without  the 
solcmuitics;  for  that  where  the  solemnities  arc  performed,  it 
hath  used  to  lie  hUce  testibus,  and  not  teste  tneipso  ;  and  whether 
it  were  delivered  with  the  king^s  own  hand  or  no,  it  appears 
not 

Edward  VI.  created  William  Earl  of  Essex  Marquis  of 
Northampton,  16  Feb.  1  Edw.  VI.  and  it  is  mentioned  to  he  per 
ctHrturam  fftadii,  cappam  honoris,  et  ciradi  anrei  imjH)sitionem  ; 
but  whether  these  ceremonies  were  actually  performed,  or 
whether  the  delivery  was  by  the  King's  own  hand  non  constat, 
but  it  was  teste  meipso,  and  not  hisce  testibtis. 

The  same  King  created  John  Viscount  Lile  Earl  of  Warwick, 
the  same  time,  and  it  is  mentioned  to  1)e  per  cincturam  gtadii, 
etc.  but  it  was  teste  meipso,  and  not  hisce  testihus, 

Edward  VI.  created  Thomas  Lord  Wriothcaley  Earl  of 
Southampton  in  the  same  day,  and  in  the  same  manner,  with  a 
teste  meipso,  and  not  hisce  testibtis. 

These  three  creations  being  made  upon  one  day,  and  when  the 
King  was  a  child  of  nine  years  old,  and  in  the  very  entrance  of 
his  reign  (for  the  patents  bear  date  at  the  Tower  of  London), 
doth  make  me  conjecture  that  all  the  solemnities  were  per- 
formed; but  whether  the  King  endured  to  be  present  at  the 
whole  ceremony,  and  to  deliver  the  patents  with  his  own  hand,  I 
doubt;  for  that  I  find  that  the  very  self-same  day,  year,  and 
place,  the  King  created  his  uncle  the  Earl  of  Ilertfonl  to  1x2 
Duke  of  Somerset  per  cincturam  gladii,  cappam  honoris,  et  circtdi 
awrei  impositionem,  et  traditionem  rirtpda  aureus,  with  a  hisce 
testibus,  and  not  teste  meipso,  and  with  a  datum  per  manus 
nostras.^   But  these  things  are  but  oonjeetural. 
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I  find  no  precedent  for  a  won  obstanie,  or  a  dispcnsatiou  with 
the  lolcuiuitics,  as  the  Lord  Bracklcy's  bill  was  |icuiial 

Account  or  (Joincil  iJusixiuss,  and  or  otuer  mattbrs 

COMMITTKU  TO   MB    BT    UlS  M.^  V^ 

Fii^t  for  May-dnr,  at  which  time  there  was  great  apprcheiMilm 
'  of  tumult  by  prentices  and  loose  {leople ;  there  was  never  such  a 

still.  The  remedies  that  did  the  cflbct  were  three :  First,  Tlic 
puttii){^  in  muAtcr  of  the  trained  l)ands  and  military  bands  in  a 
brave  fashion  that  day.  Next  the  laying  a  strait  charge  upon 
the  mayor  aud  aldermen  for  the  city,  and  the  justices  of  peace 
for  the  suburlM,  that  the  pnMitioes  and  others  moiight  go  abroad 
with  their  flags  and  other  gaudcrics,  but  without  wca|)on  of  shot 
and  pike,  as  they  formerly  took  lilierty  to  do :  which  charge  was 
excecdiug  well  |icrforrocd  and  olx^yed.  And  the  last  was,  that 
wc  had,  according  to  our  warrant  dormant,  strengthened  our 
eouimissioiiH  of  the  |x;ace  in  London  and  Middlcmn  with  new 
^  elauscK  of  lieutenancy,  which  as  soon  as  it  was  known  abroad,  all 

was  quiet  by  the  terror  it  wrought.    This  I  write,  bceanic  it 
makcth  goo<l  my  former  assurance  I  gave  to  his  Majesty  at  his  i 

first  removes,  tliat  all  should  be  quiet,  for  which  I  received  his 
thanks. 

For  the  Irish  affairs,  I  received  this  day  his  Majesty's  letters 
to  the  Lords,  which  wc  have  not  yet  o|iencd,  but  shall  sit  u|ion 
them  this  afternoon.  I  do  not  foi^ct,  lx:sidcs  the  imints  of  state, 
to  put  my  Lord  Treasurer  in  remembrance  that  his  Majesty  laid 
upon  him  the  care  of  the  improvement  of  the  revenue  of  Ireland 
by  all  good  means,  of  which  I  find  his  Lordship  very  careful,  aud 
I  will  help  him  the  best  I  can. 

The  matter  of  the  revenue  of  the  recusants  here  in  England, 
I  purpose  to  put  forwards  by  a  eonfcrenoe  with  my  Lord  of 
Canterbury,  upon  whom  the  King  laid  it,  and  secretary  Win- 
wood  ;  and,  liccauKC  it  is  matter  of  the  Exche(|uer,  with  my  Ijord 
Treasurer  and  Mr.  Chancellor,  and  after  to  take  assistance  of 
Mr.  Attorney  and  tlic  learned  oouusel,  and  when  wo  have  put  it 
in  a  frame,  to  certify  his  Majesty. 
The  business  of  the  pirates  is  I  doubt  not  by  this  time  eomen 

*  GKbion  Papert,  toL  tuL  t  6i.    Dimft:   th«  fint  put  in  Bmod*!  htfid,  Um 
rwt  in  MeMitjiV    Docketed  <«  0*  liay,  1617,  an  aoo<mnt  of  CoiuueU  br  *-  "  ** 
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to  his  Majesty  upon  the  letters  of  us  the  eommissioners,  whereof 
I  took  special  care;  and  I  must  say,  I  find  Mr.  Vice-Chamber- 
lain a  good  able  man  with  his  pen.  But  to  8|Kak  of  the  main 
business,  which  is  the  match  with  Spain,  the  King  knoweth  my 
mind  by  a  former  letter,  that  I  would  be  glad  it  proceeded  with 
an  united  council ;  not  but  that  votes  and  thoughts  are  to  be 
free,  but  yet  after  a  King  hath  resolved,  all  men  ought  to 
co-operate,  and  to  be  neither  active  nor  much  locutive  in 
cppotiiuitt ;  especially  in  a  case  where  a  few  severing  from  the 
rest  may  hurt  the  business  inforofama. 

Yesterday,  which  was  my  weary  day,  I  bid  all  the  Judges  to 
dinner,  (which  was  not  used  to  be,)  and  eutertained  them  in  a 
private  withdrawing  chamber  with  the  learned  counsel.  When 
the  feast  wan  passed,  I  came  amongst  tiicm,  and  set  me  down  at 
the  end  of  the  table,  and  prayed  them  to  think  I  was  one  of 
them,  and  but  a  foreman.  I  told  them  I  was  weary  and  there- 
fore must  be  short,  and  that  I  would  now  speak  with  them  but 
upon  two  points.  Whereof  the  one  was,  that  I  would  tell  them 
plainly  that  I  was  firmly  persuaded  that  the  former  discords  and 
differenoes  between  the  Chancery  and  other  courts  was  but  flesh 
and  blood;  and  now  the  men  were  gone,  the  matter  was  gone ;  and 
that  for  my  part  as  I  would  not  suffer  any  the  least  diminution 
or  derogation  from  the  ancient  and  due  power  of  the  Chancery, 
so  if  any  thing  should  l)c  brought  to  them  at  any  time  touching 
the  proceedings  of  the  Chancery  which  did  seem  to  them  exorbi- 
tant or  inordinate,  that  they  should  freely  and  friendly  acquaint 
me  with  it,  and  we  should  soon  agree ;  or  if  not,  wc  had  a  master 
that  could  easily  both  discern  and  rule.  At  which  speech  of 
mine,  besides  a  great  deal  of  thanks  and  acknowledgment,  I  did 
see  cheer  and  comfort  in  their  faces,  as  if  it  were  a  new  world. 
The  second  point  was,  that  I  let  them  know  how  his  Majesty  at 
his  going  gave  me  charge  to  call  and  receive  from  them  the 
aooounts  of  their  circuits,  according  to  his  Majesty's  former 
prescript  to  be  set  down  in  writing,  and  that  I  was  to  transmit 
the  writings  themselves  to  his  Majesty ;  and  accordingly  as  soon 
as  I  have  received  them  I  ^ill  send  them  to  his  Alajesty. 

Some  two  days  before  I  had  a  conference  with  some  Judges, 
(not  all  but  such  as  I  did  choose,)  touching  the  High  Com- 
mission, and  the  extending  of  the  same  in  some  points;  which  I  see 
1  shall  be  able  to  dispatch  by  consent  without  his  Migesty's 
further  trouble. 
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I  did  call  upon  the  Judges  oommittoes  also  for  the  proceeding 
in  the  purging  of  Sir  Edward  Coke's  ReporU,  which  I  see  tlicj 
go  on  with  seriously. 

Thanks  be  to  God,  we  have  not  much  to  do  for  matters  of 
counsel,  and  I  see  now  that  his  Majesty  is  as  well  able  by  his 
letters  to  goTcrn  England  from  Scotland,  as  he  was  to  gOFern 
Scotland  from  England. 

To  those  letters,  on  the  18th  of  Blay,  Buckingham  zetumod  tbo 
following  answer.' 

My  honoured  Lord, 
I  hsTo  acquainUHl  hi«  Majesty  with  your  Icttert,  sndthcpspen  that 
came  inclosed,  who  i«  exceedingly  well  satisfied  with  that  account  you 
hare  given  him  therein ;  especiully  with  the  speet h  you  made  at  the  taking 
of  your  place  in  tlie  Cliancery,  n'hereby  his  Majesty  perreireth  thai 
you  hare  not  only  given  proof  how  well  you  undentand  the  place  of  a 
Chancellor,  but  done  him  much  right  also,  in  giving  notice  unto  thoso 
tliat  were  present  that  you  have  rcceifed  such  instructions  from  his 
Majesty  s  whoso  honour  will  be  so  much  tho  greater,  in  that  all  men  will 
acknowledge  tho  sufficiency  and  worthiness  of  his  Majesty's  choice  in 
preferring  a  man  of  such  abilities  to  that  place,  which  besides  cannot  but 
be  a  great  advancement  and  furtherance  to  his  service.  And  I  can  assure 
your  lordship,  that  hia  Majesty  was  never  so  well  pleased  as  he  is  with 
this  account  you  have  given  him  of  this  passage.  Thus  with  tho  remem- 
brance of  my  service,  I  rest 

Your  lordship's  ever  at  command, 

O.  BircKurooAM. 
Edinburgh,  18  May.  1617. 

Though  the  precedents  your  Lordship  hath  sent  to  his  Majesty  touch- 
ing my  Lord  Brack  ley 'a  business  do  not  fully  answer  tho  point  whereof 
his  Majesty  desired  to  bo  satisfied,  whether  such  a  dignity  might  bo  eon- 
fcrrcd  without  either  tho  usual  ceremonies  or  delivery  of  tho  Patent  bjr 
his  Majesty's  own  hand,  yet  having  seen  a  note  of  some  reasons  set  down 
by  one  of  the  heralds,  and  considering  that  himself  being  founder  of  all 
honours  hath  power  to  dispose  of  the  form  and  manner  of  bestowing  them 
at  his  pleasure,  [he]  hath  been  pleased  to  dispatch  it  rather  in  this  timo  of 
his  journey,  than  to  stay  it  till  his  return,  when  he  might  be  importunecl 
by  others  for  the  like  who  cannot  have  the  same  colour  to  press  him  so 
long  after. 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution  Lord  Brackley  was  created  Earl 
of  Bridgowater  on  the  28th  of  May^by  patent  i  "  which  now**  (says 
Chamberhun  in  reportbg  the  fact  to  Carleton)'  "  will  become  as 
good  a  way  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  by  an  investiture." 

>  Hsii  M88. 7006. 1  §7.  '  Jims  4^  1617.   8.  P.  Don.  voL  loiL  no.  61. 
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8. 

After  the  9t!i  of  May  we  licar  no  more  of  Bacon  for  above  a 
week,  owing  partly  no  doubt  to  liia  absorption  in  the  work  of  tho 
Chancery,  but  ponsibly  also  to  a  fit  of  the  gout,  which  kept  him  bo 
often  from  the  Council  and  Star  Chamber  that  people  began  to 
doubt  whethor  he  would  prove  equal  to  bin  work.  Star  Cliamber 
dayp,  nays  Chamberlain,  May  2K  "  hare  been  few  or  none  this  term, 
or'not  past  once  at  most,  by  reason  of  tho  Lord  Keo|Kjr'8  indis- 
position, which  hath  greatly  hindered  both  that  Court  and  the 
Chancery,  and  if  it  should  continue  would  much  disturb  tho  whole 
course  of  Westminster  Ilall  and  tho  Council  toblo,  where  matters 
of  greatest  moment  aro  still  put  off  and  reserved  till  he  may  bo 
present,  ilis  iutirmity  is  given  out  to  be  the  gout,  aud  tho  greatest 
harm  or  seuttO  ho  hath  of  il  is  in  his  heel ;  and  sometimes  ho  takes 
pleasure  to  flout  and  play  with  his  disease ;  which  he  says  hath 
changed  the  old  covetous  course  aud  is  become  ambitious  ;  for  never 
beggar  had  the  gout  but  he.  But  in  truth  the  general  opinion  i^ 
that  he  hath  so  tender  a  constitution  both  of  body  and  mind  that 
he  will  hardly  be  able  to  undergo  the  burden  of  so  much  business  as 
bis  place  requires ;  and  that  if  he  do  not  rouse  and  force  himself 
beyond  his  natural  inclination,  both  private  subjects  and  the  com- 
monwealth will  suffer  much.''^ 

We  shall  see  presently  how  groundless  this  apprehension  was,  as 
far  at  least  as  the  business  of  the  Chancery  was  concerned.  It  is 
true  that  he  was  unable  to  attend  the  Council  on  the  2 1st,  and  that 
owing  to  his  absence  nothing  was  done,  aud  it  may  be  that  he  had 
missed  two  8tar-chauiber  days  out  of  throe.  But  ho  bad  appeared 
two  days  before  in  the  Common  Pleas,  the  Exchequer,  aud  the 
Chancery,  for  the  promotion  of  Judges;  and  on  that  occasion  made 
the  following  short  but  weighty  speeches.  I  see  indeed  that  in 
Mn.  Everett  Green's  Calendar  the  two  first  are  assigned  respectively 
to  the  2d  and  the  3d  of  May :  I  do  not  know  on  what  authority. 
My  reason  for  assigning  them  to  the  10th  is  that  Chamberlain  in 
the  letter  just  quoted  (writing  on  the  24th  of  May-— which  was 
Saturday)  reports  that  "  on  Monday  Sir  John  Denham  was  sworn  a 
Baron  of  the  Eichequer  in  the  room  of  Altham,  and  Serjeant  Ilutton 
a  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  in  place  of  Nicol ;  and  Sir  William 
Jones  of  Lincoln's  Inn  sworn  Chief  Justice  of  Ireland.** 

Theie  speeches  are  all  printed  in  the  *  Besuscitatio,'  and  there  are 
also  manuscript  copies  at  the  Record  Ofiice  in  the  hand  of  Edward 
Sherbum  and  with  Sir  Dudley  Carleton's  dockets,  agreeing  with 

*  ChnDWrkifi  to  Gtfktoii,  24  May  I6I7.    8.  P.  Dom.  Jsmet  I.  vol.  icii.  no.  48. 
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those  in  the '  HesutciUtio*  except  for  a  few  rerbal  diflcrciioes.  There 
M  ao  doubt  thereforo  of  their  authenticity,  though  they  aro  prolNibly 
rcportu  made  either  from  rccollectiou  or  aiitici))ation.  They  maj 
be  notes  of  what  he  intended  to  my,  or  rcroembranoei  of  what  he 
had  said ;  and  are  equally  valuable  to  ua,  as  eTidenco  of  his  TiewB, 
upon  either  ■up|>OHition.  How  far  they  represent  the  words  actumlljr 
s|)oken  is  a  thing  less  easy  to  determine,  and  in  this  esse  of  no 
cuusequence.  But  1  have  M>mo  reason  to  think  that  the  diiferenoe 
is  considerable.  For  there  is  another  rc[)ort'  entitled  "  notes  of  iho 
Lord  Kce()er  liacoii's  speech  to  i^lr  William  Jonea  in  Chancerj 
whoa  he  was  sent  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  Ireland/'  such  as  an  intel- 
ligent listener  may  very  likely  have  made  from  the  8peaker*8  mouth, 
and  yet  diflering  a  good  deal  from  this. 

I  have  taken  l{awley*s  eopy  for  the  text  and  given  the  various 
rendings  of  8herbum*s  M8.  in  the  notes. 

The  Loan  Kkkper's  sprrcii  in  thk  common-plbas,  to  Justick 

HUTTON,  WHEN    HR   WAS   CALLED   TO    BE   ONE   OP   THE   JVDGBS 
OP   THE   COMMON-PLEAS.* 

Mr.  Serjeant  Ilutton, 
The  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  licing  duty  infomioci 
of  your  learning,  integrity/  discretion,  cx|)cricuce,  means,  and 
reputation  in  your  country,  hath  thought  fit  not  to  leave  you 
these  talents  to  l)c  employed  upon  yourself  only,  but  to  call  you 
to  serve  himself  and  his  people,  in  the  place  uf  one  of  his^ 
Justices  of  the^  court  of  common-pleas. 

This  court  where  you  arc  to  serve,  is  the  local  center  and 
heart  of  the  laws  of  this  realm.  Here  the  subject  hath  his 
assurance  by  fines  and  recoveries.  Here  he  hath  his  fixed  and 
invariable  remedies  hy  precipes  and  writs  of  right  Here  Justice 
o^x^ns  not  by  a  by-gate  of  privilege,  but  by  the  great  gate  of  the 
King's  original  writs  out  of  the  Chancery.  Here  issues*  prooeaa 
of  utlawry ;  if  men  will  not  answer  law  in  this  center  of  law, 
they  shall  be  cast  out  of  the  circle  of  law.^  And  therefore 
it  is  proper  for  you  by  all  means*  with  your  wisdom  and  forti- 
tude to  maintain  the  laws  of  the  realm.  Wherein,  nevertheless^ 
I  would  not  have  you  head-strong,  but  heart-strong;  and  to 

>  HarL  MSB.  167a  1 151. 

*  BcflusciUtio,  p.  98.    (R.)    Copy  by  E.  Shorbuni,  8.  P.  Dom.  Jsmst  L  voL 
zeiL  no.  6.     (8.)  *  AoMr(y  amdimifgrUy.    8.        *  tha.    B,         *  OJt.    8. 

'  r«ji#.    8.  '  So  8.    B.  omito  'of  the  circle  of  Uw.' 

'  8.  omite  '  by.  all  meane.' 
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weigh  and  remember  with  yourself,  that  the  twelve  Jndgeii  of 
the  realm  arc  as  the  twelve  lions  under  Salomon's  throne :  they 
roust  Ix;  lions,  but  yet  lions  under  the  throne:'  they  must  shew 
their  stoutness  in  elevating  and  lx;aring  up  the  throne. 

To  represent  unto  you  the  lines  and  portraitures  of  a  good 
Judge : — ^Thc  first  is,  Tliat  you  should  draw  your  learning  out   * 
of  your  books,  not  out  of  your  brain. 

2.  That  you  should  mix   well  the  freedom  of  your  own 
opinion  with  the  reverence  of  the  opinion  of  your  fellows. 

3.  That  you  should  eontinue  the  studying*  of  your  books,  , 
and  not  to  spend  on  upon  the  old'  stoek. 

4.  That  you  should  fear  no  man's  faee,  and  yet  not  turn 
stoutness  into  bravery. 

5.  That  you  should  lie  truly  im^mrtial,  and  not  so  as  men  may 
see  affection  tlirough  fine  carriage. 

6.  Tliat  you  be  a  light  to  jurors  to  oiKsn  their  eyes,  but 
uot  a  guide  to  lead  them  by  the  noses. 

7.  That  you  affect  not  the  opinion  of  pregnancy  and  expedition 
by  an  impatient  and  catching  hearing  of  the  counsellors  at  the  bar. 

8.  That  your  speech  be^  with  gravity,  as  one  of  the  sages  of  < 
the  law ;  and  not  talkative,  nor  with  impertinent  flying  out  to 
ihew  learning. 

9.  That  your  hands,  and  the  hands  of  yoiir  hands  (I  mean 
those  about  you),  be  clean,  and  uncorrupt  from  gifls,  from 
meddling  in*  titles,  and  from  serving  of  turns,  be  they  of  great 
ones  or  small  ones. 

10.  That  you  contain  the  jurisdiction  of  the*  court  within 
the  ancient  merestones,  without  removing  the  mark.^ 

11.  Lastly,  That  you  carry  such  a  hand  over  your  ministers 
and  clerks,  as  that  they  may  rather  be  in  awe  of  you,  than 
presume  upon  you. 

These  and  the*  like  points  of  the  duty  of  a  Judge,  I  forbear 
to  enlarge ;  for  the  longer  I  have  lived  with  you,  the  shorter 
shall  my  speech  be  to  you ;  knowing  that  you  come  so  furnished 
and  prepared  with  these  good  virtues,  as  whatsoever  I  shall  say 
cannot  be  new  unto  you.  And  therefore  I  will  say  no  more 
onto  you  at  thia  time,  but  deliver  you  your  patent. 

*  So  a    K.  omiU  the  ImI  obuse.  ^  retotwimq,    S.  *  8.  omiU  old. 

«  kt  ntiUr.    8.  •  wUh.    k  *  fomr.    8. 
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The  Lord  Keeper's  Speecb,  in  tub  exchequer,  to  Sir 
John  Denham,  when  hk  was  called  to  re  one  op  the 
Barons  or  the  Exchequer,  in  1G17.' 

Sir  John  Dcnham, 
The  King,  of  his  grace  and  favour,  hath  made  choice  of 
you  to  be  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Kxchc(|ucr,  to  sueeood  to  one 
of  the  gravest  and  most  reverend  Judges  of  this  kingilom ;  for  so 
1  hold  Baron  Althaiu  was.  The  King  takes  you  not  upon 
credit  but  proof,  and  great  proof,  of  your  former  service ;  and 
that  in  both  those  kinds  wherein  you  are  now  to  serve :  for  as 
you  have  shewed  yourself  a  good  judge  between  party  and  party, 
so  you  have  shewed  yourself  a  good  administer  of  the  revenue,' 
both  when  you  were  Chief  Baron,  and  since  as  councillor  of 
estate  there  in  Ireland,  where  the  council  (as  you  know)  doth 
in  great  part  manage  and  mesnage'  the  revenue. 

And  to  both  these  parts  I  will  apply  some  admonitions,  not* 
vulgar  or  discursive,  but  apt  for  the  times,  and  in  few  words ; 
for  they  are  best  remembered. 

First  therefore,  above  all  you  ought  to  maintain  the  King's 
prerogative,  and  to  set  down  with  yourself  that  the  King's 
prerogative  and  the  law  are  not  two  things;  but  the  King's 
prerogative  is  law,  and  the  principal  part  of  the  law ;  the  first- 
born or  pars  prima  of  the  law ;  and  therefore  in  conserving  and' 
maintaining  that,  you  conserve  and  maintain  the  law.  Tlicrc 
is  not  in  the  body  of  man  one  law  of  the  head,  and  anoUicr  of 
the  body,  but  all  is  one  entire  law. 

The  next  point  that  I  would  now  advise  you  is,  that  you 
acquaint  yourself  (Hligcntly  with  the  revenue,  and  also  with  the 
aiicieut  records  and  precedents  of  this  court.  When  the  famous 
case  of  the  Cop|x;r  Mines  was  argued  in  this  court,  and  judged 
for  the  King,  it  was  not  uix)n  the  fine  reasons  of  wit ;  as  that 
the  King's  prerogative  drew  to  it  the  chief  tn  quaque  specie ; 
the  lion  is  the  chief  of  beasts,  the  eagle  the  chief  of  birds,  the 
whale  the  chief  of  fishes,  and  so  copper  the  chief  of  minerals ; 
for  these  are  but  dalliances  of  law  and  ornaments:  but  it  was 

>  *  BetusciUtio/  p.  01.  (R.)  Copv  by  B.  Sherburn,  on  the  mum  shMl  m  the 
latt;  docketed  by  Ckrleton,  "My  ILoid  Keeper^t  tpeeoh  to  Segeut  HattoB 
and  Sir  J.  Dcnham."     (S.) 

'  king*s  recenne,    S.  ■  So  S.    R.  luM  mtmuige, 

4  So  S.    'BLlMlmtnot.  •  So  S.    K.  hM  er. 
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'the  graye  records  and  precedents  that  grounded  tlie  judgment 
of  that  cause  ;^  aud  therefore  I  would  have  you  1)Oth  guide  and 
arm  yourself  with  them  against  these  vapours  and  fumes  of  law, 
which  are  extracted  out  of  men's  inventions  and  conceits. 

The  thini  advice  1  will  give  you  hath  a  largo  extent ;  it  is, 
that  you  do  your  endeavour  in  your  place  so  to  manage  the 
King's  justice  and  revenue,  as  the  King  may  have  most  profit, 
and  the  subject  least  vexation  :  for  when  there  is  much  vexation 
to  the  subject  and  little  benefit  to  the  King,  then  the  Exchequer 
is  sick :  and  when  there  is  much  benefit  to  the  King,  with  less^ 
trouble  and  vexation  to  the  subject,  then  the  Exchequer  is 
sound.  As  for  example ;  if  there  shall  be  much  rakeing^  for 
the  King's  old  debts,  and  the  more  fresh  and  late  debts  shall 
be  cither  more  negligently  called  upon  or  ovcr«casily  discharged 
or  over-indulgently  stalled :  or  if  the  number  of  informations 
be  many,  and  the  King's  part  or  fines  for*  compositions  a  trifle ; 
or  if  there  be  much  ado  to  get  the  King  new  land  upon  con- 
cealments,^ and  that  which  he  hath  already  be  not  well  known 
and  surveyed,  nor  the  woods  preserved,  (I  could  put  you  many 
other  cases ;)  this  falls  within  that  which  1  term  the  sick  estate^ 
of  the  Exchequer;  and  this  is  that  which  makes  every  man 
ready  with  their  undertakings  and  their  projects  to  disturb  the 
ancient  frame  of  the  Exchequer  (than  the  which,  I  am  per- 
suaded, there  is  not  a  better) :  this  l)cing  the  burthen  of  the 
•oug :  That  much  goeth  out  of  the  subject's  purse,  and  little 
oometh  to  the  King's  purse.  Therefore,  give  them  not  that 
advantage  so  to  say  J  Sure  I  am^  that  l)eside8  your  own  asso- 
ciates, the  Barons,  you  serve  with  two  superior  great  officers, 
that  havo^  honourable  and  true  ends  and  desire^  to  serve  the 
King  and  right  the  subject. 

There  resteth,  that  I  deliver  you  your  patent. 

^fheeasf,    8.  ^  tUUm,    8.    I  think  it  thouUl  be  lbat<. 

*  8o  8.    R.  hiw  raekiMjf,  *  </.    B. 

*  'tojfH  ika  King  into  land  unto  eoneealmeni*.*    8. 

*  wkifk  I  tmd  wtu  the  dueate,    8. 

'  The  whole  pMta^  from  '  thii  to  ^My*  ie  omitted  in  8. 

'  tknm  tk§  wkiek  there  were  aeeer  ang  that  had  more.  *  deeiree.    8. 
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Tnr  Speech  Vsep  by  Sir  Francis  Hacon,  Lord  Keeper  or 
THE  Grba*.  *3kal  op  Bkoland,  to  Sir  William  Joneh,  upom 

1118     CALLING     TO     RE    LoRi»     ClIIRP    JUSTICE     OP     IRELAND, 
161 7.« 

Sir  William  Jones, 
The  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  being  duly  informed 
of  your  sufficiency  every  way,  liath  called  you,  by  his  writ  now 
returned,  to  the  state  and  degree  of  a  seijeant  at  law ;  but  not 
to  stay  there,  but,  being  so  qualified,  to  serve  him  as  his  Chief 
Justice  of  his  King's  Bench  in  his  realm  of  Ireland.  And  there- 
fore that  which  I  shall  say  to  you,  must  be  applied  not  to  your 
Serjeant's  place  (which  you  take  but  in  passage)  but  to  that  great 
place  where  you  are  to  settle;  and  because  I  will  not  spend 
time  to  the  delay  of  the  business  of  causes  of  the  court,*  I  will 
lead  you  the  short  journey  by  examples,  and  not  the  long  by 
precepts. 

The  place  that  you  shall  now  serve  in,  hath  been  fortunate  to 
be  well  served  in  four  successions  liefore  you.  Do  but  take  unto 
you  the  constancy  and  integrity  of  Sir  Robert  Gardiner ;  the 
gravity,  temper,  and  discretion^  of  Sir  James  Lea;  the  quick* 
ncss,  industry,  and  dispatch  of  Sir  Humphry  Winch ;  the  care 
and  aflfection  to  the  commonwealth,  and  the  prudent  and  politic 
administration  of  Sir  John  Deuham;  and  you  shall  need  no 
other  lessons.  Tliey  were  all  Linoolii's-Inn  men  as  you  arc; 
you  have*  known  tliem  as  well  in  their  beginnings  as  in  their 
advancement. 

But  because  you  are  to  be  there  not  only  Chief  Justice,  but 
a  councillor  of  estate,  I  will  put  you  in  mind  of  the  great 
work  now  in  hand,  that  you  may  raise  your  thoughts  aooording 
unto  it. 

Ireland  is  the  last  exfiliii  Europe  which  hath*  been  reclaimed 
from  desolation  and  a  desert  (in  many  parts)  to  population  and 
plantation;  and  from  savage  and  barbarous  customs  to  humanity 
and  civility.    This  is  the  King's  work  in  chief.    It  is  his  gar- 

*  IUw1oj*t  •  Rofltitcttatio/  p.  89  (R.),  compsml  with  a  iraiweripi  m  R.  8h«p- 
burti't  hand,  docketed  by  Corleton,  **  My  Ld.  Kocpcr*t  Sprroh  to  Sir  WOliaoi 
Jones.**    8.  P.  Ireland,  Jamrt  I.     1617.    (H.) 

*  of  emnMet  amd  hearing,    8.  *  So  8.    R.  hat  dinHiom. 

*  mag  katf€.    8.  *  Aa/A  «»m#  im  and  hMO,    8. 
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land  of  heroical  virtue  and  felicity,  denied  to  hi«  progenitors, 
and  reserved  to  his  times.  The  work  is  not  yet  condueted  to 
perfection,  but  is  in  fair  advance.  And  this  I  wi}l  say  confi- 
dently, that  if  Ood  bless  that^  kingdom  with  peace  and  justice, 
no  usurer  is  so  sure  in  seven  years  8|)acc  to  double  his  principal 
with  interest,  and  interest  upon  interest,  as  that  kingdom  is 
within  the  same  time  to  double  the  stock  both  of  wealth  and 
people.'  So  as  that  kingdom,  which  once  within  these  twenty 
years  wise  men  were  wont  to  doubt  whether  they  should  wish  it 
to  be  in  a  pool,  is  like  now  to  become  almost  a  garden,  and 
younger^  sister  to  Great  Britain.  And  therefore  you  must  set 
down  with  yourself  to  be  not  only  a  just  governor,  and  a  good 
Chief  Justice  (as  if  it  were  in  England),  but  under  the  King 
and  the  Deputy  you  arc  to  be  a  master-builder,  and  a  master- 
planter,  and  reducer  of  Ireland.  To  which  cud  I  will  trouble 
you  at  this  time  but  with  three  directions. 

The  first  is,  that  you  have  special  care  of  the  three  planta- 
tions. Tliat  of  the  north,  which  is  in  part  acted :  that  of  Wex- 
ford,* which  is  now  in  distribution ;  and  that  of  Longfonl  and 
Letrim,  which  is  now  in  survey.  And  take  this  from  me,  that 
the  bane  of  a  plantation  is,  when  the  undertakers  or  planters 
inalfe  such  haste  to  a  little  mechanical  present  profit,  as  dis- 
turbeth  the  whole  frame  and  nobleness  of  the  work  for  times  to 
oome.  Therefore  hold  them  to  their  covenants,  and  the  strict' 
ordinances  of  plantation. 

The  second  is,  that  you  be  careful  of  the  King's  revenue,  and 
by  little  and  little  constitute  him  a  good  demesne,  if  it  may  be  ;* 
which  hitherto  is  little  or  none.  For  the  King's  case  is  hard,^ 
when  every  man's  land  shall  be  improved  in  value  with  increase 
manifold,  and  the  King  shall  be  tied  to  his  dry  rent.^ 

My  last  direction  (though  first  in  weight)  is,  that  you  do  all 
good  endeavours  to  proceed  resolutely  and  constantly,  and  yet 
due  temperance  and  equality,  in  matters  of  religion ;  lest 


>8o8.    KhMaUkimgdam, 

'  **/•  domkU  the  red  feiej  and  primeipai  thereof,  yra  and  perhape  to  treble 
ff."    8.  *  ajfwuugfer,    8.  *  Wesh/ord.    R.  *  tme,    8. 

*  8.  omito  i/— fo.  r  And  the  King'e  eaee  fPtll  he  hard,  that.    8. 

"  The  Not««  in  Hari.  M88. 1676,  givo  this  piwMge  Uius :— *'  Most  of  the  Und 
hath  pM*ed  through  his  hand  i  jn,  and  yet  when  the  tun  thinca  or  rains  in  Ire- 
land, it  phinea  not  nor  rains  not  on  tho  King's  ivrenew  here.  And  when  erevr 
man's  famd  rises  thiw  Ibid,  fourfold,  and  fiye  fold,  the  King  slnU  be  tied  to  hia 
dfyicut'' 
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Ireland  civil  beoome  more  dangerous^  to  us  than  Ireland  sayagc. 
So  God  give  you  comfort  of  your  place.* 

[After  Sir  William  Joneses  Speech :] 

I  had  forgotten  one  thing,  which  was  this.  Yon  may  take 
exceeding  great  comfort,  that  you  shall  serve  with  such  a  De- 
puty ;  one  that  (I  think)  is  a  man  ordained  of  God  to  do  great 
good  to  that  kingdom.  And  this  I  think  good  to  say  to  you» 
that  the  true  temper  of  a  Chief  Justice  towards  a  Deputy  is, 
neither  servilely  to  second  him,  nor  factiously  to  oppose  him.' 


0. 

Tho  short  letter  which  follows  deserves  attention,  because  it  was 
brought  up  Again  two  months  later  in  a  way  for  which  Bacon»  I  am 
sure,  was  not  at  all  prepared.  It  would  not  bo  well,  however,  to  an- 
ticipate the  story ;  and  therefore  I  shall  only  say  now  that  it  was  im- 
puted to  him  by  tho  King  as  a  grave  oflTenee,  and  leave  the  reader 
for  the  present  to  guess  wherein  tho  oiTenco  lay. 

To  THE  R.  Hon.  n<s  vert  good  L.  tub  Earl  or  Bucking- 
ham, or  HIS  M.'s  MOST  Hon.  Council  op  Enolano  and 
Scotland.^ 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  know  your  Lordship  hath  a  special  care  of  anything  that 
conccrncth  the  Queen.  She  was  entered  into  dislike  of  her 
Solicitor,  this  bearer  Mr.  Lowdcr,  and  resolute  in  it.  To  serve 
and  not  to  please  is  no  man's  condition.  Therefore  upon  know- 
ledge of  her  pleasure  he  was  willing  to  part  with  his  place,  upon 
ho|)c  not  to  be  destituted,  but  to  be  preferred  to  one  of  the 
Baron's  places  in  Ireland.     I  pray  move  the  King  for  him,  and 

'  Be  ror»».    S.  *  The  last  tnitcnco  omit  tod  in  Umi  IfS. 

*  «•  Tlie  reply  of  my  Lord  Kcqicr  after  lii«  [Sir  W.  Jotiet't]  aniwor''  it  girm 
thuB  in  tho  Ilnrl.  MS. : — ''llicn*  ia  a  poor  Iierb  caUcd  Trifolium  which  I  do  wear 
in  mine  hat^Juatico  Ilutt^m,  Baron  Denham,  and  Um  Chief  Jiiaiioo  of  IreUind 
Jonoa.  For  yoartolf,  asutire  youraelf  that  tho  Kin|{  liath  tho  beat  ear  in  tlie  world, 
neither  too  open  nor  too  much  shut,  but  carried  with  tho  beat  modoration  and  dia* 
crction  that  erer  Prince  thai  wore  tlio  crown  had.  At  for  my  part,  your  tale  ahall 
bo  truly  told,  and  for  that  infusion  that  may  be  here,  doubt  not  but  it  aliall  be." 

No  part  of  tho  reply  as  giren  in  tho  other  report  ap]K«ri  in  these  notes.  And 
yet  it  IS  not  likely  tliat  such  a  compliment  to  the  I>e|mty  (Sir  OUtit  St.  Jolin) 
would  hare  been  missed  altogether.  I  fiincy  this  is  something  like  what  Baoon 
aaid ;  the  other  being  what  he  came  witli  the  intention  of  aaying* 

*  Fortescue  Papers.    Original.    Own  hand. 
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kt  hifl  Majesty  know  from  roe,  that  I  think  (howsoever  he 
pleased  not  here)  he  is  fit  to  do  his  Majesty  service  in  that 
place;  he  is  grave  and  formal  (which  is  somewhat  there),  and 
snfiScient  enongh  for  that  place.  The  Qneen  hath  made  Mr. 
Hackwell  her  solicitor,  who  hath  for  a  long  time  taken  much 
puns  in  her  business,  wherein  she  hath  done  well.  He  was  an 
opposite  in  Parliament,  as  Jones  was,  that  the  King  hath  made 
Chief  Justice  of  Ireland.  But  I  hold  it  no  ill  counsel  to  win' 
or  to  remove  sueh  men.    God  preserve  and  prosper  you. 

Your  true  and  devote  friend  and  servant, 

Fiu  Bacon. 

Whitehall,  25  May,  1617. 

We  shall  now  liave  an  opportunity  of  seeing  how  very  wide  of  the 
mark  ^  the  general  opinion**  may  he  (even  when  collected  by  so  dis- 
passionate and  sensible  a  man  as  Chamberlain)  in  its  speculations 
upon  the  proceedings  of  men  in  great  place.  Wo  have  all  of  us 
abundant  opportunities  of  seeing  exactly  the  same  thing  among  our« 
selves,  but  in  history  of  past  times  it  does  not  often  happen  that  the 
general  opinion  and  the  particular  fact  cau  be  brought  into  such  im-  j 

mediate  comparison.  And  in  the  absence  of  express  contradiction 
by  the  event,  popular  rumours  are  too  commonly  accepted  as  worth 
very  much  more  in  the  way  of  evidence  than  they  really  are.  Easter 
term,  which  began  on  the  7ih  of  May,  ended  on  the  2d(1  of  June. 
Bacou*s  absence  on  two  or  three  occasiouti  at  the  council  board  or  i 

Star  chamber  liad  alarmed  people  for  the  country.  The  Lord  Keeper 
had  not  hc*alth  or  strength  for  his  work :  what  was  to  become  of  the 
private  subject  and  the  commonwealth  ?  On  the  8th  of  June  Bacon 
wrote  to  Buckingham  the  following  letter,  which  will  give  the  an- 


To  THE  Earl  of  Buckinoham.' 

My  very  good  Lord, 
This  day  I  have  made  even  with  the  business  of  the  king- 
dom  for  common  justice.  Not  one  cause  unheard.  The  lawyers 
drawn  dry  of  all  the  motions  they  were  to  make.  Not  one  peti- 
tion unanswered.  And  this  I  think  could  not  be  said  in  our 
age  before.    This  I  speak  not  out  of  ostentation,  but  out  of 

■  I  think  the  word  iniiti  be  either  "  winne**  or  '*  inne.**  Somebody  hti  rc«d  it 
**  jotne,**  and  written  the  word  ftbore. 

'  Otbion  Pepen,  vol.  riiL  f.  65.  Feir  oopy  in  B.  Sberbum'e  band.  Docketed 
"'8  Jnne.    A  eopie  0fjrL.bet0n7L.0f  Buekinghun.** 
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gladncM,  when  1  have  done  my  duty.  I  know  men  think  I  can- 
not continue^  if  1  should  thuA  oppress  myself  with  bunincss. 
But  that  account  is  made.  Tlie  cluties  of  life  are  more  than 
life.  And  if  I  die  now  I  shall  die  before  the  world  be  wcanr  of 
me,  which  in  our  times  i«  somewhat  rare.  And  all  this  while  I 
have  been  a  little  unperfect  in  my  foot.  Rut  I  hare  takni  pains 
more  like  the  l)east  with  four  legs,  than  like  a  man  with  scarce 
two  legs.  Rut  if  it  be  a  gout  (which  I  do  neither  acknowledge  nor 
much  disclaim)  it  is  a  good-natured  gout ;  for  I  have  no  rage  of 
it,  and  it  goeth  away  quickly.  I  have  hope  it  is  but  an  accident 
of  changing  from  a  field-air  to  a  Tliamcs.air ;'  or  rather,  T  think, 
it  is  the  distance  of  the  King  and  your  Lordship  from  me  that 
doth  congeal  my  humours  and  spirits. 

When  I  had  written  this  letter,  I  received  your  I/>rdMhip'» 
letter  of  the  third  of  this  present,'  wherein  your  Lonlship 
sheweth  your  solicitous  care  of  my  health,  which  did  wonderfully 
comfort  me.  And  it  is  true,  that  at  this  present  I  am  very  well, 
and  my  supposed  gout  quite  vanished. 

I  humbly  pray  you  to  commend  my  service,  infinite  in  desire, 

howsoever  limited  in  ability,  to  his  Majesty,  to  hear  of  mhose 

health  and  good   disposition  is  to  me  the  greatest  lieatitudc 

which  I  can  receive  in  this  world.     And  I  humbly  beseech  his 

Majesty  to  panlon  me  that  I  do  not  now  send  him  my  account 

of  council  business,  and  other  his  royal  command^  till  within 

these  four  days ;  l)ccanse  this  flood  of  business  of  justice  did 

hitherto  wholly  possess  me;  which  I  know  worketh  this  effect, 

as  it  contcnteth  his  subjects,  and  knitteth  their  hearts  more  and 

more  to  his  Majesty ;  though  I  must  confess  my  mind  is  upon 

other  matters,  as  his  Majesty  shall  know,  by  the  grace  of  Ood, 

at  his  return.    Ood  ever  bless  and  prosper  you. 

Your  Lordship's  true  and  most 

devoted  friend  and  servant, 

Fa.  Bacon. 

Whitehall,  this  8th 
of  Judo,  1617. 

I  From  Oniy'i  Inn  to  Donet  Ilouie,  whicli  lisd  been  Imt  to  him  white  York 
HouM  wai  ftotting  roody. 

'  The  original  letter  waaj  be  eeen  in  Harl.  MSS.  7006.  It  i«  merelj  en  alTco- 
tioneto  Icttor  of  inqiiiiy  upon  •  report  (probtibly  from  Winwood,  If  ej  S8)  that 
Becon  luul  been  confined  to  hia  chsmber.  It  it  chiefly  notable  aa  ahowing  how 
ren  calm  and  iwect  the  weather  wae,  to  abort  a  time  bofiwe  the  atorm  which  we 
aball  witneaa  preaently. 

VOL.  VI.  ' 
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Tho  next  letter,  written  ten  days  later*  shows  that  bis  illness  had 
not  been  of  auj  real  consequence. 

To  THE  Lord  Viscount  FentonJ 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  thank  your  Lordship  for  your  courteous  letter.  And  if 
I  were  asked  the  question  I  would  always  choose  rather  to 
have  a  letter  of  no  news  than  a  letter  of  news ;  for  news  imports 
alteration,  but  letters  of  kindness  and  res|)cet  brin^  that  which, 
tbou*;b  it  be  no  news  amongst  friends,  is  more  welcome. 

I  am  exceedingly  glad  to  hear  that  this  journey  of  his  !\fa- 

jcsty,  which  I  never  esteemed  [more]-  than  a  long  progress  (save 

that  it  had  reason  of  state  joined  with  pleasure)  doth  sort  to  bo 

so  joyful  and  so  comfortable.     For  your  Parliament,  God  speed 

it  well.     And  for  ours,  you  know  the  sea  would  be  calm  if  it 

were  not  for  the  winds,  and  I  lioi)e  the  King  (whensoever  that 

shall  Ijc)  will  find  those  winds  reasonably  well  laid.     Now  that 

the  sun  is  got  up  a  little  higher^  Gcxl  ordains  all  things  to  the 

happiness  of  his  Majesty,  and  his  monarchy.    My  health,  I  thank 

God,  is  goody  and  I  hope  this  supposed  gout  was  but  an  incomer. 

I  ever  rest 

Your  Lordship's  affectionate 

and  assured  friend, 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.  S. 
Whitehall,  Jane  18th. 

Of  the  account  of  Council  business,  which  Bncon  evidently  expected 
to  have  ready  for  the  Kin^  before  tho  month  of  June,  I  have  not 
found  any  traces.  But  on  the  10th  of  July,  the  last  day  of  Trinity 
term,  he  delivered  tho  usunl  charge  to  the  Judges ;  of  which  we  have 
tho  following  report  in  the  '  Uesuscitatio ' — I  prcsumo  his  own. 
There  is  also  a  note  of  it  in  Harl.  j\I88.  157G,  by  one  who  was  pre- 
sent, but  could  not  keep  pace  with  the  s|)eaker ;  which  agrees  with 
this  substantially.  And  there  is  in  the  same  volume  another  manu- 
•eript  copy  of  it :  a  bad  copy,  apparently  taken  from  a  good  one. 

*  Oihtoii  Ptpen,  toI.  riii.  f.  66.    Copy  in  Meautyp*t  hand.    Docketed  «18 
June  1617.    A  cofvie  of  s  I'ro  sent  bj  yo*  Lp.  to  the  Lord  Fcnton." 

*  **  Mora,**  which  it  omitted  in  the  MS.,  wm  supplied  by  Biroh.     Perlupt 
''other*'  woiikl  hare  been  s  likelier  word. 
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The  Srerxu  wnicB  was  used  by  tbb  Lord  Kbefer  op  the 

OREAT   »BAL    tS    THE    StAR   CtfAMBER,    BEFORE  TIIB    Sl'MMBR 
ClRCUlTIi,   THE    KlN'O    BRING    TUEN    IK    SCOTLAND,    1017.^ 

Tlic  King  by  his  i>crfcct  declaration  publishal  in  t1ii!«  place 
concerning  Judges  and  Justices^  liatli  made  the  B|ieceh  of  his 
Chancellor,  accustomed  before  the  Circuits,  rather  of  ceremony 
than  of  use.  For,  as  in  his  book  to  his  son  he  hath  set  forth  a 
true  character  and  platform  of  a  King,  so  in  this  his  speech  he 
hath  done  the  like  of  a  Judge  and  Justice:  which  shoireth  that 
as  his  Majesty  is  excellently  able  to  govern  in  chief,  so  he  is 
likewise  well  seen  and  skilful  in  the  inferior  oflices  and  stages  of 
justice  and  government;  which  is  a  thing  very  rare  in  Kings. 

Yet  ncvcrthclciA  somewhat  must  lie  sai<l,  to  fulfil  an  old  ob- 
servance :  but  yet  ujton  the  King's  grounds,  and  very  briefly : 
for  as  Salomon  saitli  in  another  case,  In  these  things^  who  u  he 
that  can  cotne  after  the  King  ? 

First,  you  that  arc  the  JudgCM  of  Circuits  arc  as  it  were  the 
planets  of  the  Kingdom  (I  do  you  no  dishonour  in  giving  you 
that  name),  and  no  doubt  you  have  a  great  stroke  in  the  framo 
of  this  government,  as  the  other  have  iu  the  great  frame  of  tho 
world.  *  Do  therefore  as  they  do ;  move  always  and  be  carried 
with  the  motion  of  your  first  mover,  which  is  your  Sovereign. 
A  popular  Judge  is  a  deformed  thing :  and  ptaKfiite*s  arc  fitter 
for  players  than  for  magistrates.  Do  good  to  the  people,  love 
them  and  give  them  justice.  But  let  it  1)0,  as  the  Psalm  saith, 
nihil  inde  expectantes ;  looking  for  nothing,  neither  praise  nor 
profit. 

Yet  my  meaning  is  not,  when  I  wish  you  to  take  heed  of 
|)opularity,  that  you  should  Ix;  im|)erious  and  strange  to  tho 
gentlemen  of  tho  country.  You  arc  above  them  in  i)Ower,  but 
your  rank  is  not  much  unequal ;  and  learn  this,  that  power  is 
ever  of  greatest  strength  when  it  is  civilly  carried. 

Secondly,  You  must  remember,  that  besides  your  ordinary  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  you  do  carry  the  two  glasses  or  mirrors 
of  the  state ;  for  it  is  your  duty  in  these  your  visitations  to  re- 
present to  the  people  the  graces  and  care  of  the  King :  and  again, 
upon  your  return,  to  present  to  the  King  the  distastes  and  griefs 
of  the  people. 

1  'Borateitatio/p.  87. 

p  2 
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Mark  uliat  the  King  says  in  Ins  Yxjok :  Procure  reverence  to 
ike  King  and  the  law ;  inform  my  people  truly  of  me,  (which 
wc  know  is  liard  to  do  according  to  the  cxccllcney  of  his  merit, 
bat  yet  endeavour  it,)  how  zealous  I  am  for  religion ;  how  I 
desire  law  May  be  maintained  and  jhurinh ;  that  every  court 
slioulfl  have  hin  jurisdiction ;  that  every  subject  should  submit 
himself  to  the  law.  And  of  this  you  liavc  had  of  late  no  small 
occasion  of  notice  and  remembrance,  by  the  great  and  strait 
charge  that  tlie  King  hath  given  me,  as  keeper  of  his  seal,  for 
the  governing  of  the  Cliancery  without  tumour  or  excess. 

Again,  e  re  nata,  you  at  this  present  ou^ht  to  make  tlie 
people  know  and  consider  the  King's  blessed  care  and  providence 
in  governing  this  realm  in  his  absence ;  so  that  sitting  at  the 
helm  of  another  kingdom,  not  without  great  affairs  and  busi- 
ness, yet  he  governs  all  things  here  by  his  letters  and  directions, 
ms  punctually  and  perfectly,  as  if  he  were  present. 

I  assure  you,  my  Lonls  of  the  Council  and  1  do  much  admire 
the  extension  and  latitude  of  his  care  in  all  things. 

In  the  High  Commission  he  did  conceive  a  sinew  of  govem- 
nent  was  a  little  shrunk ;  he  recommended  the  care  of  it. 

He  hath  called  for  the  accounts  of  the  last  circuit  from  the 
Judges  to  be  tran.^mittcd  unto  him  in  Scotland. 

Touching  the  infestation  of  Pirates,  he  hath  l)oen  careful,  and 
is,  and  hatli  put  things  in  way. 

All  things  that  concern  the  reformation  or  the  plantation  of 
Ireland,  he  hath  given  in  them  punctual  and  resolute  directions. 
All  this  in  al)srnce. 

1  give  but  a  few  iuKtanccs  of  a  public  nature ;  the  secrets  of 
counsel  I  may  not  enter  into ;  though  his  dispatches  into  France, 
Spain,  and  the  Low-Countries,  now  in  his  aljsence,  arc  also 
notorious  as  to  the  outward  sending.  So  that  I  must  conclude 
that  his  Majesty  wauts  but  more  kingdoms,  for  I  see  he  could 
suffice  to  all. 

As  for  the  other  glass  I  told  you  of,  of  representing  to  the 
King  the  griefs  of  his  |)eople,  without  doubt  it  is  properly  your 
part ;  for  the  King  ought  to  be  informed  of  any  thing  amiss  in 
the  state  of  his  countries  from  the  observations  and  relations  of 
the  Jwlget  (that  indeed  know  the  pulse  of  the  country)  rather 
than  from  discourse.  But  for  this  gla^s,  (thanks  l>c  to  God)  I 
do  hear  from  you  all   that  there   was   never  greater  peace. 
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obcilicncc^  and  contentment  in  the  eouiitry;  though  tlie  best 
governments  be  always  like  the  fairest  erystals,  wherein  every 
little  icicle  or  grain  is  sccn^  which  in  a  fouler  stone  is  never 
|)erccived. 

Now  to  some  |iartieulars,  and  nut  many.  Ol  all  otiier  thingn 
1  must  begin  as  the  King  U*gins;  that  is,  with  the  cause  of 
religion ;  and  es|)ccially  the  hollow  ehnrch-impist.  St.  Augustiii 
hath  a  good  comitarison  of  such  men,  aflirming  that  they  arc  like 
the  roots  of  nettles,  which  themHclves  sting  not,  but  yet  they 
bear  all  the  stinging  leaves.  Let  me  know  of  such  roots,  and  I 
will  root  them  out  of  the  country. 

Next,  for  the  matter  of  religion.  In  the  principal  place,  I 
recommend  both  to  you  and  to  the  Justices  the  countenancing 
of  godly  and  zealous  preachers.  I  mean,  not  soecaries  or 
novellists,  but  those  which  are  sound  and  conform;  but  yet 
pious  and  reverend.  For  there  will  Ix;  a  perpetual  defection, 
except  you  keep  men  in  by  preaching,  as  well  as  law  tloth  by 
punishing;  and  commonly  spiritual  diseases  arc  not  cured  but 
by  spiritual  remedies. 

Next,  let  me  commend  unto  you  the  repressing  (as  mucH 
as  may  be)  of  faction  in  the  countries,  of  which  cubuc  infinite 
inconveniences,  and  perturbations  of  all  good  order,  and  crossing 
of  all  good  service  in  court  or  country,  or  wheresoever.  Cicero, 
when  he  was  consul,  had  devised  a  fnie  remedy,  (a  mild  one,  but 
an  effectual  and  apt  one ;)  for  he  saith,  Eos  qui  oHum  perturbani^ 
reddam  otioton.  Those  that  trouble  others*  quiet,  I  wilt  give  them 
quiet ;  tlicy  shall  have  notliing  to  do,  nor  no  authority  shall  be 
put  into  their  hands.  If  I  may  know  from  you  of  any  who  are 
in  the  country  that  arc  heads  or  hands  of  faction,  or  men  of  tur* 
bulent  spirits,  I  shall  give  them  Cicero's  rcwanl,  as  much  as  in 
me  is.^ 

To  conclude,  study  the  King's  book,  and  study  yourselves  how 

I  lu  March  when  Bacon  infiMrinod  tlic  King  that  thi*  CotniuU  had  not  tliought 
it  necessary  to  issue  a  Prodamation  ordering  gcntUnien  from  lx>ndon  into  the 
country,  lio  added  that  when  tlie  justices  attiMidcd  at  the  Htar  Chamber  as  usual 
at  tht'  end  of  Trinity  tenn  he  would  '*  give  a  clian^o  euneerniug  ilie  sauie."  And 
though  the  subject  is  not  aHuded  to  in  tiii.t  n*iioii,  it  ai»]N*ani  that  he  did  not 
(oTf^vX  it.  **  A  third  thing/'  says  tlio  note  in  tlie  Uarleian  MM.,  **  is  tlie  reimirioK 
of  gentlemen  into  the  country :  which  they  do  not  much  the  more  in  res|iect  of 
the  King's  ab«enee.  llut  as  far  as  1  can  mn;,  tlie  city  wanU  [tlieia  ?]  not,  it  is  so 
settled.  But  this  were  more  lit  at  Cliriatuias  time  than  now,  when  gentlemen 
should  show  their  hospitality  in  the  country  i  for  now  I  iliink  tlio  smeU  of  London 
will  drive  them  lar  euougb/  or  as  the  other  Md.  has  it,  '*  for  tbo  atroog  brastb  of 
London  will  drive  you  to  seek  the  Irosh  of  Uie  country/' 
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you  profit  by  it,  and  all  tliall  be  well.  And  you  the  Justices  of 
Peace  in  particular,  let  me  say  this  to  yon ;  Never  King  of  this 
roalra  did  you  so  much  honour  as  the  King  hath  done  you  in  his 
speech,  by  being  your  immediate  director,  and  by  sorting  you 
and  your  service  with  the  ser%*ice  of  ambassadors,  and  of  his 
nearest  attendants.  Nay  more,  it  seems  his  Majesty  is  willing  to 
do  the  state  of  Justice  of  Peace  honour  actively  also ;  by  bringing 
in,  with  time,  the  like  form  of  commission  into  the  govern- 
ment of  Scotland,  as  ttiat  glorious  King,  Edward  the  third,  did 
plant  this  commission  here  in  this  kingdom.  And  therefore  you 
are  not  fit  to  be  copies,  except  you  l)c  fair  written  without  blots 
or  blurs,  or  anything  unworthy  your  authority.  And  so  I  will 
trouble  you  no  longer  for  this  time. 

10. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Bacon  liad  the  pleasure  of  welcoming 
bis  old  friend  Toby  Matthew  back  into  England.  IIo  had  always 
kept  up  a  corrcs{)ondcnce  with  him,  and  there  are  soveral  of  his 
letters  among  the  papers  at  Lambeth,  which,  having  been  first 
printed  by  Birch  in  his  '*  Letters,  etc.,  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Bacon/*  and  afterwards  included  in  his  edition  of  the  entire  works, 
have  been  retained  by  all  succeeding  editors.  In  this  collection  I 
do  not  include  letters  addressed  to  Bacon  by  other  people,  except 
where  they  help  to  throw  light  upon  his  own,  or  upon  himself, — 
upon  his  letters  or  his  life, — which  I  have  not  hitherto  found  to  bo 
the  case  with  Toby  A[atthew*s,  otherwise  than  as  showing  the  con- 
tinuance on  both  sides  of  a  very  warm  interest  and  aflcction, 
stimulated  bv  common  studies  and  mutual  services.  The  services 
had  been  hitherto  from  the  nature  of  the  case  all  on  Bacon*s  side. 
For  jjilatthew  was  still  an  exile,  longing  to  return ;  and  as  there  was 
no  reason  for  keeping  him  in  exile  except  the  supposed  necessity  of 
making  him  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  (for  though  inexorably  faith- 
ful to  his  new  religion,  he  appears  to  have  continued  perfectly  loyal 
to  England),  all  the  influence  that  Bacon  had  was  used  in  his  favour. 
This  by  itself  was  not  very  much,  I  fancy.  But  in  1616  fortune  pre- 
sented [Matthew,  who  was  then  at  Brussels,  with  a  new  chance. 
After  his  banishment  from  England  in  February  1607-8  (see 
Vol.  IV.  eh.  i.  §  4)  be  had  gone  into  France  and  there  made  the 
acquaintance  of  Mr.  Villiers.^  Mr.  Villiers,  who  was  then  nobody, 
bad  suddenly  become  the  most  powerful  instrument  in  England  for 

I  Note  from  Dr.  Neligsn't  MS. 
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OTcrcominga  tcruplo  in  the  King*i  mind;  and  Matiliew  took  ad- 
vanta^  of  the  opportuniij  to  preM  hit  suit.  As  a  mediator  both 
with  Viniem  and  the  Arehbiahop  and  the  Kini;,  llaeon  could  be  of 
groat  use ;  and  though  the  complimentary  phrases  used  by  a  fine 
and  ingenious  writer  in  expreaving  his  obligations  to  such  a  lasn 
arc  not  to  be  quoted  as  historical  evidence,  it  ia  plain  that  Matthew 
rcolljr  attributed  the  success  of  the  mediation  (so  far  as  it  vss 
successful)  in  great  |Nirt  to  Raoon**  xoat  and  judgment.  A  letter 
which  he  eertainlr  rcccired  from  him  about  the  middle  of  Ausust 
10 IG  would  hare  giren  us  better  information ;  but  the  eopj  which 
Mas  once  among  his  |)apers'  has  unfortunately  disappeared  ;  and  all 
we  know  of  it  is  gathered  from  the  terma  in  which  it  was  acknow- 
ledged.   These  therefore  I  give  in  full. 

'*  I  hare  been  made  happy  by  your  Honours  noble  and  dear  linei  of 
the  two  and  twentieth  of  July,  and  the  joy  thnt  I  took  therein  wss  oaly 
kept  from  exeeiit  hy  the  notieo  they  garo  me  of  some  intentions  sod  ad- 
vices of  your  Honour  which  yon  had  t>een  pleancd  to  impart  to  other  of 
ray  friends  with  a  meanini;  that  they  should  acquaint  me  with  them, 
whereof  they  hare  entirely  failed.  And  tliereforr  (if  Ktill  it  should  import 
me  to  underntand  what  they  were)  I  niuxt  lie  enforei*d  to  beg  tlie  knov- 
ledi^e  of  them  from  yourself.  Yottr  Honour  hsth  by  this  iihort  letter  de- 
livered me  otherwiite  from  a  great  deal  of  laborious  miiipense.  For  ^besidct 
the  great  liO|)e  you  give  mc  of  being  lo  shortly  ablo  to  do  you  rorerenee) 
I  am  eomo  to  know  that  by  the  diligence  of  your  favour  towards  me  my 
Lord  of  Canterbury  hath  been  drawn  to  give  way,  and  the  Master  of  the 
Horse  liath  been  induced  to  move.  That  motion  I  trust  will  be  granted 
howsoever,  but  I  should  bo  out  of  fear  thereof  if,  when  he  moves  the  Cing* 
your  Honour  would  east  to  In*  present ;  tliat  if  his  Majesty  should  make 
any  diHiculty,  some  such  reply  ss  is  wont  to  eome  from  you  in  such  cssei 
msy  have  power  to  discharge  it."' 

The  difficulty  seems  now  to  have  been  entirely  with  tho  King. 
Chamberlain,  who  had  an  interest  in  Matthew  as  a  friend  of  Carle- 
ton's,  spoke  to  Winwood  in  favour  of  his  suit  on  tho  11th  of  October, 
who  told  him  plainly  '*  tlmt  the  King  would  not  hear  of  it ;  and  yot 
he  had  both  moved  it  himselC  and  got  the  Lord  Villiers,  for  the  ac- 
quaintance he  had  abroad  with  Mr.  Matthew,  to  move  it  likewise; 
but  with  the  like  success.  Yet  he  says  that  if  ho  could  bo  brouglit 
to  take  tho  oath  of  allegiance  ho  would  not  leave  urging  till  ho  had 
effected  it."*    In  the  beginning  of  December  Hacon  was  again  em- 


»  Sco  entry  of  a  letter  in  Stophciis'ii  catalogue  j  date  **a3  Jul/  lOlfl."  beginning; 
"you  might  have  AMuml:**  •ubjoct,  "touching  his  rrturn:"  acMncM  ••Mr. 
lUtthewft.'* 

•  Gibwn  Papcrv,  vol.  viii.  f.  4fi,  dated  1  September  1616,  mtm  ttgte. 

*  Court  and  Timet  of  Jamea  I.  vol.  i.  p.  42S. 
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ploy  cmI  in  tbe  negotiation ;  as  I  gather  from  another  entry  in  Stephen8*« 
c&tAloguo  ;^  but  in  what  wajr  and  with  what  iucccsm  we  do  not  know. 
All  wc  know  18  tliat  Matthuw  obtained  li*ave  to  return  (though  sub* 
jcct  to  some  conditioun  of  restraint)^  in  May,  and  that  in  the  middle 
of  July  he  arrifed.  On  the  IStb  Chamberlain  saw  him  at  Winwood*8 
house  :  wlio  **  \\9Ci\  him/'  he  najs,  '*  kindly,  and  dealt  earncHtly  with 
laitn  to  take  the  onth  of  alleginncc ;  but  as  far  as  I  could  perceive  it 
^ras  lost  labour;  though  be  told  him  without  doing  it  he  was  verily 
of  opinion  the  King  would  not  endure  him  long  here."'    Bacon,  I 
iniagine,  had  undertaken  to  be  answerable  for  bis  behaviour.     For  it 
was  as  his  guest  that  be  remained  in  England.^    "  Perhaps  (adds 
Chamberlain)  be  presumes  upon  my  Lord  Keeper's  favour,  which 
indeed  is  very  great  now  at  first,  if  it  continue ;  for  he  lodgeth  bim 
in  York  House,  and  carries  him  the  next  week  along  with  him  to 
Oorhambury  by  St.  Albans."    So  great  indeed  was  the  favour  ho 
showed  bim,  that  people  began  tn  think  it  too  much.     For  writing 
again  three  weeks  afler,  Chamberlain  reports  him  still  at  Gorham- 
hury; "  being  so  exceedingly  favoured  and  respected  by  that  Ix>rd  that 
it  is  thought  aliquid  nimium^  that  a  man  of  his  place  should  give  so 
much  countenance  to  one  so  affected.    And  some  stick  not  to  say 
that  former  private  familiarity  should  give  place  to  public  respects."* 
It  could  not  be  expected  that  when  all  |iapists  were  so  much  sus- 
pected and  dinliked  as  they  then  were,  attentions  of  this  kind  to  a 
pervert  and  a  recusant  would  escape  |>opular  censure.    But  they  were 
open  to  no  jupt  objection,  and  were  of  important  service  to  a  valued 
friend ;  whose  society  we  leave  Bacon  to  enjoy  during  the  short  in- 
terval of  fair  weather  which  preceded  the  squall  to  be  described  in 
tbe  next  chapter. 

■  D»to**9I>cc.  1616."  Beginning  •'Tho  only  cmiite  why.*'  Subject  **  About 
•uing  for  liis  return."    Addrrra  **  Mr.  Matthews.'* 

*  Chamberlain  to  Carleton.  10  May,  1617. 

*  Id.  19  Julj  1617.    S.  P.  Tol.  xc:i.  no.  96. 

*  "Toby  Matthew  ia  reoeired  with  groat  grace  by  tlie  Lord  Keeper  and  lodged 
in  his  houae,  and  roaidea  a  kind  of  prisoner  with  him  until  the  return  of  the 
Kii«."    OwNgeOenardtoSirD.  Carieton,  UJuIt,  1617.    Id.  ibid.  no.  101.  =^ 

*  9  Aug.  1617.    Id.  ToL  xdii-  no.  16. 


sir 


CHAPTER  V. 

A.D.  1617.      JUNI-SKrTKMBBR.      «TAT.  57. 

1. 

Eauly  iq  July  B«ioon  received  a  letter  from  a  frieud^  wbo  had  bceu 
to  the  Court  iu  SeolUnd,  giving  a  favourable  report  of  the  progress 
of  buMJiu'tfitf  in  the  Msiiioa  of  Parliament  which  had  ji^at  cloaed.  The 
buttiucsa  1  ueed  not  meddle  with,  aa  it  does  not  couceru  any  part  of 
hia  correapondcnce.  Dut  the  concluding  paragraph  aoema  to  imply 
aoDio  apprehension  of  trouble  in  store  for  Bacon  himself. 

'*  I  hare  made  Rood  profit,"  he  nays,  "  of  my  journey  hither;  for  I  have 
gotten  a  tranacript  of  the  speech  which  your  Lordnhip  did  dclirer  at  yoor 
fir»t  and  happy  sitting;  in  the  Chancery  ;  which  I  eould  not  gain  in  BnghuML 
It  hath  been  shewed  to  the  King,  and  receired  due  approbation.  Th« 
God  of  Hearen,  all-wine  and  alUsuflicicnt,  guard  and  aatiit  your  Lord- 
ship in  all  your  actions ;  for  I  can  read  here  whataoerer  your  Lordship 
doth  act  there ;  and  your  courses  be  such  as  you  need  not  to  fear  to  give 
cnpics  of  them.  But  the  King's  ears  be  wide  and  long,  and  be  seeth  with 
many  eyes.  All  this  works  for  your  honour  and  comfort  I  pray  God 
nothing  be  soiled  heated  or  cooled  in  the  carnage.  Envy  sonwiiiDes 
attends  viriucs  and  not  fur  good ;  and  these  bore  certain  proprieties  aad 
circumstances  inherent  to  your  Lordship's  mind,  which  men  may  adnuro, 
I  cannot  express.  But  I  will  wade  no  further  herein  lest  I  should  soem 
eloquent,"  ete. 

Whatever  these  vaguo  hinta  meant,  it  woa  true  that  Bacon'a  favour 
with  the  King  and  Buckingham  waa  in  groat  danger  at  this  time ;  and 
the  danger  had  arisen  in  an  unsuspected  quarter.  Wo  lefl  Sir  Bdward 
Coke  laat  NoTember  preparing  to  follow  the  counsel  of  hia  anony- 
moua  adTiaer  and  **  loam  of  the  uiyuat  steward  to  make 

>  Datsd  Juno  1B»  1618.    0.  P.  voL  xon.  no.  109  L 


218  LETTEBS  AND  LIFE  OF  FRANCIS  BACON.        [cuap.  V. 

nAri^htcous  Mammon/*    It  was  a  new  part  for  him,  and  tho  harder 

to  plaj  because  he  could  not  altogether  laj  aside  his  old  character. 

But  tlu)  force,  and  perhaps  I  should  add  the  coarseness,  of  his  nature 

carried  him  through,  and  he  succeeded  in  tho  end  in  getting  what  he 

-wanted.    His  youngest  daughter  was  a  fit  match  in  point  of  ago  for 

Sir  John  VilHers,  Buckingham's  brother ;  and  he  had  tho  means  of 

making  it  a  desirable  match  in  point  of  wealth.     Buckingham,  who 

bad  never  come  into  personal  collision  with  him  and  was  always 

eager  to  adrance  his  own  kindred,  took  him  into  favour  at  once ;  and 

the  King,  who  in  spite  of  continual  collisions  and  many  causes  of 

irritation  and  not  unreasonable  displeasure,  seems  to  have  retained 

a  respect  and  even  a  kind  of  liking  for  the  man,  could  not  be  long 

at  enmity  with  one  whom  Buckingham  favoured.     Within  less  than 

a  month  from  the  time  when  Coke  received  his  tupersedeai  we  find 

symptoms  of  returning  grace. 

'*  Sir  Edward  Coke,"  writes  Edward  Shorbum  to  Carleton  on  the  7th 
of  December  1C16,  "  was  the  last  week  with  the  Xing  at  Newmarket,  and 
kissing  bis  M.  hands  be  received  some  kind  promises  also,  which  was  to 
this  cfiect :  Tliat  although  his  M.  had  removed  him  from  the  place  of 
Chief  Justice  for  some  special  ends,  as  holding  him  not  altogether  so  fit  a 
man  to  do  his  M.  service  in  that  oflSce,  yet  his  meaning  was  not  to  lose 
■o  good  a  servant,  but  that  he  would  have  him  in  remembrance  and  em- 
ploy him  in  some  other  condition.  Which  whether  it  may  content  Sir 
Edward,  I  know  not :  but  I  am  sure  the  generality  will  be  much  affected 
to  sec  him  restored  to  honour.**' 

Again  on  the  14th, — 

"  Sir  Edward  Coke  hath  been  again  with  his  M.  since  my  last  to  your 
Lp.  and  it  is  generally  reported  that  his  M.  will  create  him  a  Baron,  some- 
time these  holidays;  for  either  his  friends  (whereof  the  Queen  and 
Prince  are  two)  or  else  his  money,  or  both  together,  hath  so  turned  the 
current,  as  your  Lp.  may  see  which  way  the  tide  begins  to  run." 

To  the  same  effect.  Chamberlain,  writing  a  week  later,  reports, — 

"  The  Lo.  Coke  was  twice  with  the  King  at  Newmarket,  so  well  and 
graciously  used  that  ho  is  as  jocund  and  jovial  as  ever  he  was.  It  is 
generally  said  he  shall  shortly  be  made  a  Baron :  but  some  interpret  this 
kindness  to  be  but  for  the  compasiing  of  a  match  for  tho  L.  Villiers* 
brother  with  one  of  his  daughters.*** 

But  though  the  way  seemeil  smooth,  there  were  obstructions  both 
in  himself  and  in  his  house.    For  himself,  he  could  not,  when  it  came 

*  S.  P.  Dom.  Jamet  I.  toI.  Ixxxiz.  no.  69. 

*  Chamberlain  to  Cartoton.    81  Dee.  1616. 
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to  the  point,  make  up  his  mind  to  part  with  to  largo  a  portioa  mm 
wai  expected ;  while  hit  wife  was  arene  to  the  match  alto«;ether,  and 
having  a  will  about  as  strong  as  his  own,  and  accustomed  to  chooso  tho 
other  waj,  was  not  likelj  to  be  aocomroodating.    Alroadjr  he  was  en- 
gaged in  a  dispute  with  her  concerning  the  administration  of  her  first 
husband*s  property,  which  had  to  be  brought  before  the  Council 
table ;  whcrebj  the  domestic  dissension  became  the  lawful  property 
of  PauPs  walk,  and  supplied  tho  newsmen  of  the  time  with  very  g«x>d 
entertainment  in  the  absence  of  the  Court.     It  happened  also  rerv 
unluckily  that  a  suit  for  damages  was  at  tho  same  time  pending 
against  him  on  account  of  an  act  done  while  he  was  Chief  Justice  ; 
he  having  taken  ordinary  bail  for  the  api)earanco  of  an  Englishman 
to  answer  a  charge  of  piracy  against  France,  and  thereby  let  him 
escape :  au  act  which  it  seems  no  one  but  himself  would  undertake 
to  justify ;  and  which  tliero  were  several  willing  enough  to  aggravate. 
Our  knowledge  of  the  proceedings  in  Council  to  which  these  things 
K'd  happens  to  come  from  persons  who  had  unusually  good  means  of 
information ;  and  (being  very  good  reporters)  they  shall  tell  the  storj 
themselves. 

On  the  15th  of  5farch,  Chamberlain  wrote  to  Carleton : 

'*  Tlic  Lord  Coke  is  loft  in  tho  suds,  but  mire  it  is  God's  doing,  secord- 
in^;  to  tho  old  ssyinf;.  prnfrrr  quo*  vhU  Jupiter  prim  demcnUtt,  For  if 
ho  had  had  tho  ffraco  to  have  taken  hold  of  the  match  oflcrcd  hy  Sir  Jol&n 
Villiers,  it  is  assuredly  thought  that  l>cforc  this  day  he  had  lieen  Lord 
Chancellor.  But  standing  on  terms  to  give  but  10,0  K)  marks  with  his 
daughter,  when  £10,000  was  demanded,  and  sticking  at  £1000  a  year 
during  her  life,  (together  with  some  idle  wordii  that  ho  would  not  buy  tlie 
King*s  favour  too  dear,  l)oing  so  uncertain  and  variable),  bo  hath  let  slip 
the  occsiiion,  and  brought  himself  in  dsngor  (besides  tho  disgrace)  of  pay- 
ing double  that  sum,  if  ho  be  convicted  in  tho  Star  Chamber  of  somewhat 
that  it  is  thought  will  be  proved  against  him."* 

Ou  tho  ISth  of  May  wo  hear  of  him  again  from  a  still  better 
authority, — Secretary  Winwood  writing  to  Sir  Thomas  Lake : 

**  We  have  had  before  us  tho  Lady  Ilatton  and  Sir  Edward  Coke.  I 
could  have  wished  between  themselves  by  common  friends  their  differ^ 
ences  had  been  determined.  I  believe  he  will  aoquit  himself  of  that  im^ 
puUtion  which  is  laid  upon  him.  But  I  doubt  tlio  matter  of  the  bail  in 
the  cause  of  tho  governor  of  Dieppe  will  lie  moro  heavy  upon  his  heart. 
For  his  brother  Judges  do  clear  themselves,  and  it  cannot  be  denied  but 
tho  carriage  was  foul,  and  satin  faction  must  be  made  either  by  him  or  by 
tho  King.  On  Wednesday  neit  Sir  £d.  Coke  is  to  appear  before  tlie 
Lords  in  both  causes.*** 

■  8.  P.  Dom.  James  L  vol.  se.  no.  122.  *  Ibid.  vol.  leii.  na  27. 
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Again  on  tho  24th  Chamberlain  reports  to  Corleton : 

*'  The  Lord  Coke  and  hi«  Lady  hare  great  wars  at  the  Council  table. 
....  What  pamied  yrsterdaj  I  know  not  yet.  Bat  the  Gr«t  time  she 
came  accompanied  with  the  Lord  Burghloy  and  his  Lady,  the  Lord  Darers, 
the  Lord  Denny,  Sir  Thomas  Howard  and  his  Lady,  with  I  know  not 
how  many  more,  and  declaimed  bitterly  against  him,  and  so  carried  her- 
aelf  that  divers  said  Burbage  could  not  hare  acted  better.  Indeed  it 
seems  he  hath  carried  himself  very  simply  (to  say  no  more)  in  divers 
matters,  and  no  doubt  he  shall  be  sifted  thoroughly ;  for  the  King  is  much 
ineensed  against  him  still,  and  by  his  owu  weakness  ho  hath  lost  those  few 
friends  ho  had.*' ' 

The  nature  of  the  dispute  between  tho  husband  and  wife  is  partly 
explained  by  another  of  Carleton*8  correspondents — George  Gerrurd : 
who  writes  on  tho  4th  of  June : — 

*'  The  Lady  llatton  accused  her  husband  by  way  of  petition  to  the 
Council  table  for  a  contempt  against  the  King  in  menacing  her  that  if  she 
set  her  hand  unto  those  articles  which  the  King  had  commanded  him  and 
my  Lord  of  Exeter,  he  would  make  himself  whole,  double  and  treble, 
out  of  her  estate.  The  business  concerned  Sir  Itob.  Rich  and  Sir  Chr. 
llatton.  Upon  the  delivery  of  this  {wtition  Sir  Edward  Coke  was  sent  for 
before  the  Council.  A  day  was  appointed  for  heariug  of  this  business, 
when  I  was  present.  It  grieved  me  to  hear  such  diilerenccs  between  man 
and  wife ;  but  counsel  of  both  sides  speaking,  the  business  was  extremely 
aggravated.  She  chargeth  him  of  menacing  her  of  defeating  her  of  her 
jointure ;  of  luving  a  propriety  in  her  purchased  land  which  ho  will  not 
lelinquish ;  Uis  counsel  make  answer  and  charge  her  for  having  disfur- 
nished  and  taken  away  out  of  three  of  his  houses  all  hangings,  plate,  and 
household  stuflT,  and  also  that  she  gave  him  to  his  face  or  by  letter  theso 
unlit  words  of  false  treacherous  villain.  My  Lord  Keeper,  willing  to  shnt 
up  this  business,  made  a  motion  for  the  referring  of  it  to  the  J^rd  Carew 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  who  have  since  compromised  the 
differences  to  both  their  contentments.'*' 

That  the  differences  were  settled  for  the  time  to  their  mutual 
■atislactiou,  we  know  by  a  letter  from  Wiuwood  to  Lake ;  which 
contains  also  intelligence  of  the  result  of  tho  inquiry  concerning  tho 
bailing  of  the  pirate,  and  presents  Coke  in  an  attitude  in  which  we 
have  not  hitherto  seen  him — acknowledging  an  error. 

**  The  differences  between  Sir  Edward  Coke  and  his  Lady  are  fully 
aocomniodated  and  determined  to  their  mutual  eontentment  Kow  Sir 
Ed.  Coke  doth  treat  with  the  French  Ambassador*  and  doth  offer  very 

-  a  r.  Don.  James  L  vol.  iciL  no.  41.  *  Ibid.  no.  62. 
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franVlj  £20iX>  for  the  emv  he  eommittcH  ahoui  the  bail  he  took  in  the 
Kinfc*A  Bench.  The  AmlmuMdor  doth  alnnd  Miflly  for  the  whole  ram  of 
£4800,  which  \%  beyond  «ll  noderation.  conaidcrihg  that  the  three  auretiee 
are  liable  to  the  leiitonce,  againat  whom  he  maj  proceed.  My  care  is  to 
end  thia  diapate,  bccauae  hia  M.  ia  particularly  engaged  in  hia  honour  to 
the  aatiifaction  of  the  goreruor."' 


The  tcrma  in  which  Coke* a  quarrel  with  hia  wife  waa  made  up 
not  atatcd,  but  from  Chamborlaiu*a  rc|>ori  (i  June,  1C17)  I  gatlier 
that  ho  did  not  succeed  in  carrying  it  all  hia  own  «'ay. 

"  Sir  Kdward  Coke  an4l  hi*  Lady  after  no  much  animoaity  and  wranglini; 
arc  lately  made  friend*  ;  and  hia  curnt  heart  hath  l>eea  forced  to  yield  to 
more  than  ercr  he  meant ;  but  npon  thia  agreement  he  flattera  himaclf 
that  ahe  it  ill  prorc  a  rery  good  wife.  Ho  hath  likewine  com|K>unded  with 
the  French  amba!*iiador  for  the  bailing  of  a  pirate  which  lay  heary  upon 
him.  Whercm  the  Queen  by  Mr.  Secretary  Win  wood**  mean*  *tood  hina 
in  great  atead :  though  it  hath  coat  him  the  aetting  on,  *ome  aay  very 
near  IMOOO.  But  though  ho  held  it  out  a  great  while,  yet  he  waa  drirea 
at  laat  to  the  old  rule  rcdimas  te  eaptum  quam  queai  mimimQ** ' 

2. 

So  far,  Coke's  cause  was  not  prospering.  For  it  dooa  not  appear 
that  Buckingham  intcrct^detl  in  hia  behalf;  and  the  King  waa  8U|>« 
posed  to  be  very  well  pleased  with  tho  result  of  the  proceedings. 
Finding  thcroforo  that  ho  had  either  over-estimated  the  force  of  tho 
attraction  or  undcr-cali mated  the  force  of  resiatancc  on  the  other 
side,  and  that  he  must  give  way  in  the  lesaor  matter  if  he  would 
have  his  way  in  the  greater,  he  made  up  his  mind  to  mend  his  offer. 
About  the  middle  of  June  he  imparted  hia  wiahoa  to  Wiuwood,  who 
immediately  conveyed  them  to  Buckingham.  His  wiah  was  to  bo 
restored  to  the  King's  favour,  "  without  which,  ho  at  length  pro- 
fessed, ho  could  uo  longer  breathe.'*  Ho  **  acknowledged  with  much 
sorrow  his  former  reapectlcss  behaviour  '*  to  Buckingham  in  relation 
to  tho  treaty  of  marriage ;  "  desiring  that  the  same  might  bo  re- 
newed, with  very  advantageous  proposals  on  his  part."  It  was  on 
the  IGth  of  June  that  Winwood  sent  Buckingham  an  scoount  of 
this  overture,'  which  appears  to  have  taken  effect  immediatoly.  The  ^ 
treaty  of  marriage  was  at  onoe  reo|)ened  and  pursued  with  eagemeaa 

>  Winwood  to  Uka,  8  June,  1617.    S.  P.  Ibid.  no.  57. 

'  Ibid.  no.  61.  A  letter  from  Oerrard  of  latnr  date  (St  July)  ttate*  £3500 
a*  tho  tura  actually  ]iaid.    Ibid.  no.  101. 

'  Sm  Robert  dtephcn»*»  introduction  to  hit  flnt  collection,  p.  alii. }  which  lamy 
only  authority  for  the  contrntt  of  thin  Mlcr.  But  it  agree*  vciy  well  with  the 
it!»t  of  the  itoiy. 
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on  both  tides;  that  is  to  say,  by  Coke  himself  on  one  side,  and  by 
tlie  reUitions  of  Sir  John  Villiera  on  the  other.  The  daughter,  so  far 
as  I  can  make  out,  was  pansive.  Not  so  the  mother.  In  the  articles 
of  agreement  upon  which  the  husband  and  wife  had  so  lately  made 
peace,  no  proTision  had  boon  made  for  this  article  of  //ixngrccmcnt. 
Lady  Ilatton  (who  meaning  to  IcaTe  all  her  fortune  to  this  daughter, 
thought  she  had  a  right  to  a  voice  in  the  dis)K>8al  of  her)  velicmently 
opposed  the  match,  and  pretending  that  site  was  precontracted  to 
the  Earl  of  Oxford  (wlio  was  away  in  Italy),  carried  her  offprivately 
to  a  place  where  she  might  be  safe  and  free  from  persecution.  And 
here  it  is  that  Uacon  makes  )n*s  first  appearance  in  the  business. 
What  part  he  had  taken  in  it  at  the  Council  Itoard  or  in  private,  or 
whether  he  had  taken  any  part,  we  do  not  know.  We  have  seen 
that  the  reference  which  witlidrew  their  former  domentic  dispute 
from  public  diwrufCHion  and  brought  about  a  reconciliation  between 
the  husband  and  wife  was  made  upon  his  motion.  But  the  question  of 
the  marriage  of  the  daughter  had  not  yet  come  before  the  Board,  and 
wc  have  no  evidence  that  he  had  meddled  in  it.  We  shall  find  how- 
ever by  the  next  letter  that  he  knew  Winwood  to  have  been  a  prin- 
cipal  agent  in  the  making  or  renewing  of  the  marriage  treaty,  and 
that  there  had  been  some  discussion  about  it  among  the  Councillors.^ 
Now  we  know  that  about  this  time — at  least  as  early  as  the  5th  of 
July,' — he  had  a  quarrel  with  Winwood ;  and  it  seems  far  from  im- 
probable that  it  arose  out  of  a  difference  of  opinion  upon  this  ques- 
tion; which,  being  reported  to  Buckingham,  had  caused  those 
ominous  appearances  that  led  Bacon's  correspondent,  writing  from 
Edinburgh  on  the  28th  of  June,  to  pray  that  nothing  in  the  report 
of  his  proceedings  might  be  "  soiled,  heated,  or  cooled  **  in  its  passage 
to  the  King*s  ear.  It  is  certain  that  Buckingham  was  already  out 
of  humour  with  him  for  some  reason.  But  however  that  may  be,  it 
was  impossible  now  for  Bacon  to  keep  clear  of  the  business  any 
longer.  For  on  finding  that  the  mother  had  stolen  away  the 
daughter  from  her  father's  custody,  Lady  Compton,  the  mother  of 
the  Villieraes,  applied  to  Bacon  on  Coke's  behalf  for  a  warrant  to 

*  Bee  the  eipmtkm  •*  m  n't  hear "  twice  rcpeatod.  The  plural  can  only  bo 
nndentood,  I  think,  m  referring  to  nicmbort  of  the  Council 

'  See  Chiiinbcrlain*s  letter  of  tliat  diitc.  Bi«)ion  Goodman  nyt,  "  Tlio  diflcr- 
cnre  fcU  out  upon  a  wery  small  occasion,  tliat  Winwood  did  beat  his  dog  from 
l>ing  u|N>n  a  stool,  which  Uaeon  S(*ei»g  said  that  every  gent  Ionian  did  Iotc  a  dog. 
This  naMed  on  t  thi>n  at  tlie  name  time  iMTing  some  busim^as  to  sit  apon,  it 
f<bould  teem  that  Hecn^tarj  Winwood  sat  too  near  my  Ijord  Kivper,  and  his 
Lordship  willed  him  eitiicr  to  keep  or  to  know  his  distance.  Whereupon  he 
arose  from  table,  and  I  think  he  did  him  nc  good  (ffieeJ*  OouH  of  K.  Jamea  I. 
vol.  L  p.  283.  The  iaeident  of  the  dog  is  probable  enough  as  the  oeemion  of  tneh 
a  (inarrsi*  but  hardly  as  the  cause. 
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reoorcr  ponwiion  of  her.  If  it  ia  Inio,  u  stated  bj  StepKeii%  tlittt 
a  warraot  from  iho  King  to  ■ome  of  bit  Privy  Coaocil  "to  mubbob 
before  tbem  bis  wife  and  her  eoofcdemtet,  in  oider  to  fceotcr  hia 
daughter/*  bad  alrrady  been  applied  for  by  Coke  through  Burkiii^ 
ham,  it  may  be  that  s)ie  made  thia  application  to  Dacon  (tbeugli  for 
a  very  different  thitij;)  by  Buekiugliam'a  direction :  in  which  case  hie 
■ubsi*qucut  boliaviour  would  be  more  easily  accounted  for.  Bat  if 
•o,  she  certainly  did  not  tell  liacou  by  nhoae  authority  she  csne: 
for  he  c«>u]d  not  have  written  to  Buckingham  on  the  subject  without 
taking  notice  of  it;  as  we  shall  presently  see  that  ho  did.  The 
«'arraut  which  she  asked  for  he  declined  to  grant*>with  very  good 
judpiieiit,  as  the  event  showed ;  and  at  the  same  time  resolved  to 
make  an  np|H»il  to  Duckiiighani  (whose  feelings  on  the  subject  it  ii 
evident  thnt  he  had  not  divined),  advising  him  to  interpose  snd  for- 
bid all  further  attempts  to  force  the  marriage  against  the  aM>tber*i 
consent. 

Tins  was  the  state  of  the  case  when  the  neit  letter  was  written : 
which  1  now  leave  to  s|>eak  for  itself.  It  comes  from  Stephens'i 
first  collection,  in  which  it  is  said  to  be  printed  **  from  the  origins!  ;** 
one  of  the  many  originals  known  to  Stephens  of  which  1  have  not 
succeeded  in  finding  any  traces. 

To  THB  Earl  op  AucKiNonAM*^ 

My  very  good  Lord^ 

I  shall  write  to  your  Lordship  of  a  business  whidi  your 
Lordship  may  think  to  concern  myself;  but  I  do  think  it  con- 
ccmcth  your  Lordship  much  more.  For  as  for  mo,  as  my 
judgment  is  not  so  weak  to  think  it  can  do  mo  any  hurt,  so  my 
love  to  you  is  so  strong,  as  I  would  prefer  the  good  of  you  and 
yours  before  mine  own  particular. 

It  scemcth  Secretary  Winwood  hath  ofllciously  busied  himself 
to  make  a  match  between  your  brother  and  Sir  Edward  Coke's 
daughter :  and,  as  wo  hear,  he  doth  it  rather  to  make  a  faction, 
than  out  of  any  great  affection  to  your  Lonlship*  It  is  true,  be 
hath  the  consent  of  Sir  Edward  Coke  (as  we  hear)  upon  reason- 
able  conditions  for  your  brother ;  and  yet  no  better  than  with- 
out question  may  be  found  in  some  other  matches.  But  the 
mother's  consent  is  not  had,  nor  the  young  geutlcwomanV,  who 
ex|)ectcth  a  great  fortune  from  her  mother,  which  without  her 
consent  is  endangered.  This  match,  out  of  my  faith  and  freedom 

*  Siepliens't  first  eollcctioo,  p.  t07.    From  Uio 
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towardfi  your  Lordshipi  I  hold  very  inconvenient  both  for  yonr 
brother  and  yourself. 

First,  He  shall  marry  into  a  disgraced  house,  which  in  reason 
of  state  is  never  held  good. 

Next,  He  shall  marr}*  into  a  troubled  house  of  man  and  wife, 
^rhieli  in  religion  and  christian  discretion  is  disliked. 

Tliirdly,  Your  Lordship  will  go  near  to  lose  all  such  your 
friends  as  are  adverse  to  Sir  Edwanl  Coke ;  (myself  only  except, 
who  out  of  a  pure  love  and  thankfulness  shall  ever  be  firm  to 
you.) 

And  lastly  and  chiefly,  (believe  it)  it  will  greatly  weaken 
and  distract  the  King's  service;  for  though,  in  regard  of 
the  King's  great  wisdom  and  depth,  I  am  persuaded  those 
things  will  not  follow  which  they  imagine,  yet  opinion  will 
do  a  great  deal  of  harm,  and  cast  the  King  back,  and  make  him 
relapse  into  those  ineouveniences  which  are  now  well  on  to  be 
recovered. 

Therefore  my  advice  is,  and  your  Lordship  shall  do  yourself 
a  great  deal  of  honour,  if,  according  to  religion  and  the  law  of 
God,  your  Lonlsliip  will  signify  unto  my  Lady  your  mother, 
that  your  desire  is  that  the  marriage  be  not  pressed  or  proceeded 
in  without  the  consent  of  both  parents ;  and  so  either  break  it 
altogether,  or  defer  any  further  dealing^  in  it,  till  your  Lord- 
vhip'a  return :  and  this  the  rather,  for  that  (besides  the  incon- 
venience of  the  matter  iti^clf)  it  hath  been  carried  so  harshly 
and  inconsiderately  by  Secretary  Winwood,  as  for  doubt  that 
the  father  should  take  away  the  maiden  by  force,  the  mother, 
to  get  the  start,  hath  conveyed  her  away  secretly ;  which  is  ill 
of  all  sides.  Thus  hoping  your  Lordship  will  not  only  accept 
well,  but  believe  my  faithful  advice,  who  by  my  great  experience 
in  the  world  must  needs  see  further  than  your  Lordship  can,  I 
ever  rest 

Your  Lordship's  true  and  most  devoted 

friend  and  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.  S. 

I  have  not  heard  from  your  Lordship  since  I  sent  the  King 

■  •  deUy  *  IB  8teplieii«*»  oopt  (which  is  our  onlj  iiuthoritv  for  this  letter,  neither 
tiir  original  nor  anjr  imiepeiiaeni  copy  h«?ing  been  found),  bui  it  ouinot  be  Uie 
lifbl  wonl  I  '  dealing '  ie  my  own  euiyecinre. 
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my  la»t  arconnt  of  ooimcil  biwinoiM ;  but  I  aimiirc  rajrvclf  jon 
received  it,  Ik'Caiim^  I  aent  at  tho  name  time  a  jmeket  ti>  Scere- 
tnry  Laque,  who  hath  signified  to  me  tliat  ho  hath  rcoeiv<*il  it. 

I  pray  your  Lonlnhip  (tcliver  to  hiH  Majevty  thia  little  note  of 
Chancery  biisiiicM. 

July  IS.  1617. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  on  which  this  letter  wan  datc^i 
(if  we  may  trunt  n  contom|K>mry  report  urnt  to  Mrs.  Sadler,  CokeV 
daughter),  Lady  Ilatton,  aceonipauiod  by  Lord  Ilollen,  came  in  prmt 
haHtt«  to  MH!k  BaconV  anniiitance.  After  an  overturn  by  the  war, 
*'  at  la»t  to  my  Lord  Kee|>er*tt  they  come,  but  eould  not  have  inatAiit 
acecRB  to  him  for  that  Ww  people  told  them  ho  wan  laid  at  rest,  being 
not  well.  Then  my  La.  llatton  desired  she  might  be  in  the  next 
room  where  my  liord  lay,  that  she  might  be  the  first  that  [should] 
speak  with  him  after  he  was  stirring.  The  door-kee|K*r  fulfilliHl  her 
desire  and  iu  the  mean  time  gave  her  a  clinir  to  rest  herself  in,  and 
there  lelt  her  alone :  but  not  long  after,  she  rose  up  ond  bounced 
agniust  my  Lord  Kec|)er's  door,  aud  waked  him  and  aflfrighted  him, 
that  ho  called  his  men  to  him ;  aud  they  opening  tho  door,  nhc 
thrust  in  with  them,  and  desired  his  Lp  to  pardon  her  boldness,  but 
she  WAS  like  a  cow  that  had  lost  her  calf,  and  so  justified  f herself] 
and  pacified  my  Lord*s  anger,  and  got  his  warrant  and  my  Lo. 
Treasurer's  warrant  and  others  of  the  Council  to  fetch  her  daughter 
from  the  fnther  nnd  bring  them  both  to  the  (\»nneil.*** 

How  it  came  that  hIio  had  lost  her  eaU*,  which  according  to  the  lant 
noeount  had  been  "conveyed  away  secretly,"  we  lenm  from  Cham- 
berlnin,  who,  writing  to  Carleton  on  the  10th  of  July,  gives  tho 
following  history. 

**  Tliese  eight  or  ten  days  hero  liavo  been  gfeat  stin  'twixt  tho  L.  Coke 
nnd  his  Lady,  about  conveying  away  tho  younger  daughter  which  she 
IK  ill  no  ways  consent  should  niati'li  with  Sir  John  Villiers,  as  tlie  Lo. 
Coke  had  sgrcod,  with  10,0)0/.  ready  portion,  2(1iV)  marks  yearly  mainte- 
nance during  his  life,  and  1(W»/.  land  afler  his  decease.  If  ho  had  ofirrpd 
those  oonditioni  wb<«n  time  was,  and  taken  ocea^ioii  by  the  forehead  when 
she  presented  herself,  they  mi>(ht  have  stood  him  in  great  stead ;  wlicrc«« 
now  perhaps  ho  doth  but  catch  at  the  bald  side.  The  daughter  was  first 
carried  to  the  Lady  Wit  hi  pole's ;  from  thence  privily  to  a  house  of  Ibo 
Lord  of  Argile>  at  Hampton  Court ;  whence  her  father  with  a  warrant 
from  Mr.  Secretary  fetched  her,  but  indeed  wont  furtlier  than  his  warrant    ' 

• 

'  From  •  letter  smong  tbe  M88.  at  Trinity  College  Cambridge  (B.  t.  t)  dated 
«'  Inuer  Temple  S6  Julj."    Addressed  to  Mrs.  Ann  Sadler. 

VOL.  TI.  Q 
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and  HraVe  open  dirert  doom  before  ho  ^t  her.  Hi*  Jjady  wa^  at  hia 
beek,  and  if  her  coach  had  not  tired  in  the  pumuit  after  him,  there  waa 
like  to  be  strange  tragedies." 

So  far  I  believe  all  is  correct.  Coke  had  obtaiued  from  Winwood 
the  warrant  which  Bacon  had  refused,  nnd  this  was  tlic  use  ho  had 
made  of  it.  The  pressing  business  on  which  Lady  Ilatton  came  to 
Bacon  was  to  {^et  a  warrant  to  recoTer  her  daughter  out  of  the 
father's  hands.  And  it  may  be  that  slio  had  already  had  a  race  with 
him  for  the  possession  of  her,  and  lost  it  by  the  breaking  down  of 
lier  carriage  or  horses.  But  another  correspondent  of  Carlcton's, 
writing  a  day  or  two  later,  represents  her  as  armed  at  the  time  with 
a  warrant  from  the  Council  table ;  an  important  circumstance  of 
which  Chamberlain  says  nothing,  and  which  I  cannot  reconcile  with 
the  most  authentic  narrative  which  has  come  down  to  us.  At  first 
sight  it  might  Ix^  taken  for  the  warrant  which,  according  to  ^frs. 
Sadler's  correspondent,  she  obtainml  from  the  Ijord  Keeper,  but 
that  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  report  made  by  the  Council  to 
the  King,  which,  for  all  positive  statements  made  in  it,  must  be 
taken  for  the  highest  authority :  nnd  the  truth  ])robably  is  that  as 
the  story  passed  from  mouth  to  mouth  the  several  stages  got  miied 
together. 

**  The  mother,**  says  this  ncwswritcr,  *'  mistrusting  something,  sent  her 
daughter  away  privotely  into  the  country.  Sir  Kd.  Coke,  learns  with 
great  cimning  where  she  was,  gets  a  wnrriint  from  Sir  Kalph  Winwood 
to  fetch  her  where'er  iihe  was,  goe;*  armed  with  a  great  troop  of  sons  and 
men,  bringcth  her  from  thence.  Tlie  mother  Khe  procurcth  a  warrant 
from  the  Council  tabic,  whereto  were  many  of  the  Councillors*  hands,  to 
take  her  again  from  him,  gocH  to  meet  her  as  kIic  should  come  up  in  the 
coach,  with  her  the  Lord  Ilaughton,  Sir  Edirard  Sockvillo,  Sir  Ilob. 
Bich,  and  others,  with  3  score  iiieu  and  pistols.  They  met  her  not :  if 
they  had,  there  had  been  a  notable  okirmish ;  for  the  Lady  Compton  was 
with  Mrs.  Franeh  in  the  eoaeh,  and  there  was  Clem.  Coke,  my  Lord's 
fighting  son :  and  they  all  swore  they  would  die  in  the  place  before  they 
would  part  with  hor.  The  Council  laboured  to  appease  this  businesR. 
The  young  gentlewoman  was  placed  with  the  King's  Attorney;  from 
thence  brought  to  Mr.  Edmonds ;  and  in  the  end,  after  all  the  clamour, 
all  made  friends ;  and  no  doubt  it  will  be  a  match."' 

Now  it  is  clear  from  the  letter  of  the  Council  that  no  such 
warrant  had  been  granted  to  Lady  Hatton  on  Saturday  the  12th 
(which  was  the  day  on  which  Coke  brought  Mrs.  Franche  away 
from  lier  place  of  retreat) ;  for  it  was  on  Sunday  the  Idth  that  she 

>  Qcciri^p  Oermrri  to  Sir  D.  OurlWoi.    2S  July  1617.    8.  P.  rol.  xcil  no.  101. 
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pri'M'nted  a  petition  to  tho  Board,  the  tenor  of  wtiich,  and  the  pnw 
ccoding  apon  it,  it  thus  related. 

"  There  was  a  petition  delircrr<l  unto  u«  upon  Sunday  the  13  of  thin 
instant  by  the  Lady  Hatton,  complninini;  in  nomrwhat  a  papnionate  and 
trairical  manner  tliat  while  by  hie  Majotty'ii  gracr  she  was  acttliafs  and 
scrurinK  her  poor  fortune,  she  was  by  riolonc*c  di»|H)8SCMed  of  lier  eluKI ; 
and  inforniiiig  u«  that  in  n^f^nrd  of  hor  dsu^htor's  wenk  constitution  vlie 
had  sent  her  to  Sir  Kdmond  Wilhi|>o1e's  hous<e  for  a  small  tinit\  and  tliitt 
it  wflH  not  done  in  any  ncerci  manner.  AVhereupon  Sir  Kdwsrd  Coke, 
nerer  asking;  or  taking;  aerompt  what  was  heeome  of  her,  hut  pretend inir 
warrant,  as  ho  said,  from  the  Board,  had  tlie  day  before,  with  his  aon  afid 
lo  or  11  sonrants,  weaponcd,  in  violent  manner  re|)aiivd  to  the  house 
where  their  daughter  was  remaining,  and  with  a  piece  of  timber  or  fonu 
broken  o|)en  the  door,  and  dragged  her  along  to  his  coach ;  with  manj 
other  circumstances  too  long  to  trouble  his  Msjesty  withal. 

"Whereupon,  in  regard  the  complaint  contained  matter  of  riol  and  diii- 
turbanee  such  a«  hath  not  happened  since  his  Majenty's  departure  into 
Scotland,  wo  appointed  tho  Tuesday  following  for  the  hearing  of  Sir 
Edward  Coke  u|X)n  tho  same  complaint. 

**  The  matter  being  thus  ordered,  wc  fell  to  other  business,  and  while  wo 
were  in  despatch  theri'of,  the  Lady  Katton  cauio  to  the  Coaueil-chaiulH*r 
d(K>r,  and  desired  to  have  acecMS  to  the  Board.  ^Vllich  being  admit te«l. 
she  was  told  that  order  was  taken  concerning  her  petition ;  but  she. 
making  further  instance,  desired  her  daughter  might  be  fortliwith  sent 
for,  in  regard  she  was  grown  to  that  weakness  by  occasion  of  Uio  violence 
and  fright  she  had  taken  as  was  with  speed  to  be  looked  unto  lor  the 
safety  of  her  life ;  and  that  therefore  she  might  be  brought  to  London 
that  night,  and  remain  in  some  place  where  she  miglit  have  such  help  bj 
physic  and  attendance  as  were  requisite  for  her  preservntion  and  reeoveij. 
Which  being  thought  reasonable  in  liumanity,  and  for  avoiding  other 
inconveniences,  a  letter  was  written  from  the  Board  to  Sir  Edward  Coke, 
acquainting  him  with  his  Lady*s  complaint  and  desire,  and  requiring  him 
to  deliver  his  daughter  to  Mr.  Edmoudcs,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  to  be 
brought  by  him  to  Loudon,  and  kept  in  his  house  until  tho  hearing  of  t)ie 
cause."' 


The  worrout  which  had  ao  nearly  led  to  a  colliaiou  (for  thero 
a  warrant  answering  the  deacription,  though  with  on  im|>ortiu)t 
difTereiiee)  was  made  out  either  that  night  or  the  next  morning,  and 
was  a  meaaure  adopted  by  tho  Council  in  vindication  of  their  own 
authoritr.  For  it  seems  that  when  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  pns 
aented  their  letter  to  Coke  on  Sunday  ho  aaid  that  it  waa  lato  in  the 
evening,  that  hia  daughter  waa  in  no  such  extremity,  that  '*  upon  hia 
peril  he  would  deliver  her  at  Mr.  Edmondca'  houae  the  next  moniing/* 

I  OuD<1en  Miicfllany,  1864. 
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but  ''forbore*'  to  do  it  thou.  Upon  hearing  which,  the  Board, 
"  thinking  their  order  neglected,  and  doubting  whether  he  would 
keep  promine,  gave  warrant  with  a  clause  of  asMianee  to  bring  her 
to  Mr.  Edmondes'  lioufie  accordingly."  Coke  however  did  deliver 
h^r  the  next  niuming  according  to  hid  prouiitie ;  and  bringing  her 
luckily  by  a  diflerent  road  from  that  which  the  party  with  the 
warrant  had  taken,  they  did  not  meet.  The  warrant  (says  the  letter 
from  the  Council)  *'  by  reason  of  several  ways,  missed  to  be  served  ;** 
and  thus  the  "  notable  skirnnsh"  which  Qerrard  thought  likely  to 
have  ensued  wan  escaped. 

The  young  lady  being  now  under  the  protection  of  the  Council, 
their  next  care  was  to  keep  her  unmolcHted. 

"  After  she  wait  brought  to  Mr.  Edmondes'  house  arrording  to  his  pro- 
mise, we,  hearing  that  many  friends  resorted  thither  on  Iwth  sides,  and 
doubting  some  dirorder,  gave  directions  that  slie  should  he  kept  private 
until  tho  hearing,  which  waH  the  next  day,  and  two  gentlewomen  only  to 
be  admitted  to  her  company,  such  as  Sir  Edward  Coke  and  his  Lady  should 
choose;  which  was  accordingly  performed.  Sir  Edward  Coke  choosing 
the  Lady  Compton  and  his  lady  the  Lady  Burleigh." 

The  next  day  in  the  afternoon  Coke  appeared  before  the  Ccuncil 
to  answer  the  complaint  contain^'^  ;;;  {^^^y  iiatton's  petition,  lie 
began  his  an**^^.,:  ^i^^j  „  counter  charge,  lie  accused  her  of  an 
intention  to  carry  his  daughter  into  France,  in  order  to  break  off  a 
match  with  »Sir  John  Villiers :  wiiom  he  also  accused  one  of  her 
flcrvanta  of  slandering.  The  Board  declined  all  discussion  as  to  tho 
fitness  of  the  match,  declaring  "  that  they  thought  that  noble  gentle- 
man  every  way  a  worthy  match  for  his  daughter,  and  did  not  doubt 
but  that  he  would  seek  her  in  a  noble  and  religious  fashion,  without 
•ny  forced  consc»nt  of  the  maid,  and  with  consent  of  both  parents ; 
and  tho  rather  because  part  of  her  fortune  did  dop<'nd  upon  tho 
mother's  disposing ;"  but  called  upon  him  for  proof  of  these  charges 
against  his  Lady  and  her  servant:  which  he  failed  to  produce; 
offering  none  at  all  for  the  first,  and  none  that  they  considered 
satisfactory  for  the  second.  They  then  called  on  him  for  his  answer 
to  tho  charge  of  **  riot  and  force :  **  upon  which  he  did  not  plead  any 
warrant,  but  undertook  to  justify  his  proceeding  by  law.  This 
amounted  under  the  circumstances  to  an  assertion  that  by  law  any 
father  might  at  his  own  discretion  break  into  anybody's  house  on 
pretence  of  seeking  a  fugitive  daughter;  and  considering  who  he 
was  that  asserted  it,  they  judged  it  necessary  to  deal  with  and  settle 
the  question. 

*'  Upon  all  which  matter  the  Board  thought  fit  that  because  it  appeared 
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that  to  great  a  riot  now  in  the  Ein^'t  absence,  and  by  a  perioo  of  thai 
qualilj,  waa  fit  tererely  to  be  punished  ;  the  rather  for  that  he  called  no 
constable  or  other  oiBecr  unto  him,  as  he  confessed,  but  took  upon  him, 
beiui;  the  party  grieved,  to  be  rimdex  dotorU  ^froprii,  contrary  to  all 
goTcmment ,-  and  for  that  the  King's  Attorney  being  present  maintained 
the  law  to  be  to  the  contrary,  so  as  there  was  no  fit  means  to  admit  him 
to  his  justification  but  by  a  legal  prosecution ;  order  was  given  by  tho 
Board  that  the  Attorney  General  should  prefer  an  information  into  the 
Court  of  Star  Cliam})er  against  Sir  Edward  Coke  for  the  force  and  hot 
use<l  by  him  upon  the  house  of  Sir  Edmond  W'ithipole,  to  be  in  that 
court  heard  and  sentenced  as  justice  shall  appertain." 

This  order  was  given  on  Tuesday  adernoou  the  16th  of  July,  and 
it  waa  the  practical  concluiiion  of  the  Council  for  the  present  upoa 
the  allegations  in  Lady  Hatton*8  petition.  But  this  course  would 
take  time,  and  how  was  the  young  lady  to  bo  disposed  of  in  the 
interval ? 

'*  To  prevent  all  new  occasion  of  tumult  or  breach  of  peace,  it  was 
thought  fit  that  their  daughter  should  l)e  disiK>sed  into  some  convenient 
place  agreeable  to  her  worth  and  fiunlity  until  further  order  were  taken. 
For  which  pur^iose  choice  was  made,  by  consent  of  Sir  Edward  Coke  and 
his  lady,  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  Knirctt  near  Staines ;  and  in  the 
mean  time,  until  the  Lord  Knivctt  should  return  his  answer,  she  waa 
disposed  to  the  house  of  his  Majesty's  Attorney  General.  And  we  likewise 
enjoined  Sir  Edward  Coke  and  his  lady  in  the  behalf  of  her  friends  to 
forbear  all  occasion  of  violence  or  disturbance  whatsoever,  as  well  touch- 
ing the  person  of  their  daughter  as  any  other  matter  or  point  concerning 
that  business." 

This  was  the  end  of  that  day's  work :  which  I  have  boon  the  more 
particular  in  relating,  because  it  was  all  done,  if  not  under  Bacon*s 
direction,  at  nny  rate  with  bis  full  concurreuco  and  approbation, — 
as  avowed  by  himself  afterwards  when  to  have  concurred  in  it  waa  a 
matter  of  impatient  reproach  with  tho  King  and  of  deep  offence  with 
Buckingham.  At  tho  time,  no  doubt,  he  thought  ho  was  doing 
acceptable  service.  But  beforo  the  act  of  Council  recording  it  could 
bo  made  ready  for  despatch,  a  change  had  come  over  the  aspect  of 
tho  case.  For  tho  King,  with  whom  there  had  not  been  time  to 
comniunicato  on  the  particular  question  while  it  was  under  delibera- 
tion, and  whose  wisheit  conceniing  the  match  apitear  to  have  been 
known  only  to  Wiuwood,  could  see  nothing  wrong  in  what  Coke  luul 
done.  In  his  eyes  "  tho  thefteous  stealing  away  of  tho  daughter 
from  her  own  father"  was  the  great  offence ;  ond  what  followed  was 
but  "  redress  of  the  former  violence."  *    This  being  so,  the  proaecu- 

*  8oe  ths  Sing's  lettsr  to  Baoon,  printed  a  littls  fiurthor  on. 
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ttoD  ill  the  Star  rimnibt^r  could  not  procetMl ;  the  interference  of  the 
Council  in  the  seoomi  remoTal  of  the  Hnnghter  from  her  father  was 
by  implication  cenHiirc<l ;  and  whoever  winhod  to  pIcnM?  the  King 
knew  that  he  muKt  take  part  with  those  who  favoured  the  match. 

How  it  happened  that  the  Kinjj'n  wihIicii  were  known  to  Winwo4>d 
and  not  to  I^con,  is  not  explained.  It  could  not  hare  been  an 
object  either  with  the  Kiii^  or  with  Buckingham  to  let  the  mo8t 
important  member  of  the  Council  continue  in  the  belief  that  he  was 
iierring  them  an  they  would  winh,  when  he  wan  really  crossing  their 
ends.'  It  must  sun^lj  have  been  Win  wood  himself  who,  having  the 
secret  (whii-h  he  may  etwily  have  got  from  Lake,  with  whom  he  was 
in  continual  and  couiidential  correspondence),  kept  it  to  himself  for 
puriioscs  of  his  own.  That  he  had  for  some  time  had  the  nieaus  of 
enlight(*niug  his  fellow  coun«rillors,  appears  from  the  circumstances 
under  which  tho  revelation  was  ultimately  made.  We  do  not  know 
the  exact  date :  but  it  must  have  been  between  tho  15th  and  tho  10th 
of  July  that  the  following  scene,  as  reported  by  Chamberlain'  (who 
may  have  had  it  from  Winwood  himself),  took  place. 

After  mentioning  tho  order  to  prefer  a  bill  against  Coke  in  tho 
8tar  Chamber  (which  was  made  on  the  15tb  of  July)  be  goes  on 
to  say — 

**  He  and  his  friends  complain  of  hard  measure  from  some  of  the 
grcatext  at  that  board,  and  that  he  was  too  much  trampled  upon  with  ill 
language.  And  our  friend  [i,e.  Winwood]  |>assed  not  scot  free  for  tho 
warrant ;  which  the  greatest  [  ler*  there  said  was  subject  to  a  pr<rmu» 
nirt;  and  withal  told  the  Lady  Gompton  that  they  wished  well  to  her  and 
her  SODS,  and  would  be  ready  to  serve  the  Earl  of  Buckingham  with  all 
true  affection,  whereas  others  did  it  out  of  faction  and  ambition ;  which 
words  glancing  directly  at  our  good  friend,  ho  was  driven  to  make  his 
apology ;  and  to  show  how  it  was  put  upon  him  from  time  to  time  by  tho 
Queen  and  the  other  parties ;  and  for  oonclusion  showed  a  letter  of  appro* 
bation  of  all  his  courses  fh>m  the  King ;  making  tho  whole  table  judge 
what  faction  and  ambition  appeared  in  this  carriage.    Ad  quod  non  fkit 

rnpOmimWim 

This  altered  the  whole  matter.  It  could  not  be  tho  business  of 
the  King's  Couucil  in  a  case  of  this  kind  to  work  in  opposition  to 
his  declared  purpoaet.    It  became  their  duty  not  only  to  suspend, 

'  If  Bnekinirhsin  gave  Bacon  credit  for  knowing  that  Lady  Gompton  applied 
wr  the  warraat  with  his  concurranoe,  h§  might  tuppoM  that  the  King's  wishes  won 
wresdy  known  to  him.    But  Winwood  must  have  known  that  thav  wero  not :  and 

.*^"?.**'^  thought  that  fkef  wished  Bacon  to  rsniain  in  ignonmee. 

>  19  July,  1617.    8.  P.  vol  xeit  no.  96.  * 

*  Thsbagimungofthiswofd,  whwh  eomes  at  the  snd  of  a  lin^  u  worn  off: 
Ml  iMsr.  whMh  begins  the  nsat»  is  quite  legible. 
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but  if  iH>Miblo  to  rvvcmo  ilicir  acliou.  Accordingly  tlic  Attorney 
Gciii'ml  applied  hiniwrlf  to  bring  about  a  ivcouciliatiou  between  ilio 
parent*.  Tlic  young  Udy  (who  liad  been  loft  under  hia  cliar^^e)  wsn 
on  tbo  18th  of  July,  u|>on  what  Chamberlain  calla  **a  palliated 
agrcemoiit  between  Sir  Edward  Coke  and  hia  Lady/*  **  aeut  home  to 
llatton  house,  with  orders  that  tho  Lady  Compton  and  bor  son 
should  hare  access  to  win  her  and  wear  her.*'  And  the  following 
sentence  waa  ailded  by  way  of  postscript  to  tho  letter  from  the 
Council  to  tho  King. 


*'  But  now  since,  this  matter  socmeth  to  hare  had  a  fairer 
for  that  we  find  that  the  writings  are  iH>rfected,  and  not  only  so,  but  the 
parties,  Sir  Edward  Coke  and  his  Lady,  reconciled,  and  the  daughter  with 
both  their  good  likings  sent  to  lire  with  her  father  and  mother  in  Sir 
Edward  Coke's  houne.  Which  good  end  hath  been  mnrh  furthered  by  the 
charitable  endeaTour  of  his  Majesty's  Attorney  General.  And  the  inf<*r- 
mation,  and  all  other  proceediDgs  in  the  business,  is  suspended  and  left 
n holly  to  his  Majesty's  pleasure." 


3. 

The  date  of  this  letter  from  the  Council  is  not  certainly  known.> 
But  I  take  it  to  have  been  aeut  on  tho  lOth  of  July.  For  Winwood, 
writing  on  that  day  to  Lake,  says  — "  i^y  tho  letters  you  receiTe  from 
the  Lords  you  will  soo  what  trouble  Sir  Edward  Coke  and  his  Lady 
have  given  the  Lords."'  Now  tho  letter  in  question  cannot  haro 
been  written  before  the  18th,  if  Chamberlain^i  date  is  correct;  and 
it  is  not  likely  that  another  letter  on  the  same  subject  was  sent  at 
that  time.  But  howercr  that  may  be,  it  was  written  ajttr  Baoon 
had  heard  from  Winwood  what  the  King's  Tiows  were,  and  befire  he 
had  heard  anything  from  tho  King  himself.  His  own  opinion  ho 
8upiM>sed  the  King  to  know  from  his  letter  to  Buckingham,  but  to 
tiiat  he  had  received  no  answer.  Indeed  there  had  hardly  been  time 
as  yet.  But  when  a  fortnight  had  passed  without  bringing  one,  he 
wrote  directly  to  tlie  King.  liis  opinion  of  the  impolicy  of  the 
match  had  not  been  altered  by  anything  which  had  paKse<l ;  he  was 
not  prcjmred  either  to  disavow  or  correct  it ;  and  he  still  wished  the 
King  to  hear  tiic  reasons  on  which  it  was  grounded  ;— those  reasons 
eH|K?cially  which  concerned  the  sUte.  What  they  wero  is  fully 
explained  in  the  next  letter. 

»  The  date  in  the  margin  of  the  OouDcil  R^ijirtw  (July  U)  ip  an  impoetibls 
date,  M  Bir.  G«nlincr  has  obeerred. 
'  a  P.  vol  icu.  no.  $^ 
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To  THE  KiNO.l 

It  may  please  your  most  excellent  A[ajcsty, 

I  think  it  agreeable  to  my  duty,  and  the  great  obligation 
wbcrciu  I  am  tied  to  your  Majesty,  to  be  freer  than  other  men 
in  giving  your  Majesty  faithful  counsel  while  things  are  in 
liassing,  and  more  bond  than  other  men  in  doing  your  com- 
mandments wlien  your  resolution  is  settled  and  made  known 
to  mc« 

I  shall  therefore  most  humbly  crave  pardon  from  your 
Majesty  if  in  plainness  and  no  less  hnmbloncss  I  deliver  to  your 
Majesty  my  honest  and  disiutercsscd  opinion  in  the  business  of 
the  match  of  Sir  John  Vi]li(*r8,  which  I  take  to  bo  magnum  in 
parvo^  preserving  always  the  laws  and  duties  of  a  firm  friend 
to  my  Lonl  of  Buckingham,  whom  I  will  never  cease  to  love, 
and  to  whom  I  h«ive  written  already,  but  have  not  heard  yet 
from  him. 

But  first  I  have  three  suits  to  make  to  your  Majesty,  hoping 
well  you  will  grant  them  all. 

The  first  is,  that  if  there  Ins  any  merit  in  drawing  on  that 
match,  your  Majesty  would  bestow  the  thanks,  not  u|K)n  the 
zeal  of  Sir  Edward  Coke  to  please  your  Majesty,  nor  upon  the 
eloquent  persuasions  or  pnigmaticalsof  Mr.  Secretary  Win  wood; 
hut  upon  thcni  who  carrying  your  commandments  and  diroctious 
with  strength  and  justice,  J(in  the  matter  of  the  governor  of 
Die|)e,  in  the  matter  of  Sir  lloliert  Rich,  and  in  the  matter  of 
protecting  the  lady,  acconling  to  your  commandment) ;  have  so 
humbled  Sir  Edward  Coke,  as  he  seeks  now  that  with  submis- 
sion, which  (aa  your  Majesty  knows),  l)eforc  he  rejected  with 
flcom.  For  this  is  the  true  orator  that  hath  persuaded  this 
business,  as  I  donbt  not  but  your  Majesty  in  your  excellent 
wisdom  doth  easily  discover. 

My  second  suit  is,  that  your  Majesty  would  not  think  me  so 
pusillanimous,  as  that  I,  who  when  I  was  but  Mr.  Bacon,  had 
ever  through  your  Migesty's  favour  good  reason  at  Sir  Edward 
Coke's  hands  when  he  was  at  the  greatest,  should  now  that  your 
Majesty  (by  your  great  goodness)  hath  placed  me  so  near  your 
chair,  (being  aa  I  hope  by  God's  grace  and  your  instructions 

•  Oibm  P»pm,  yoL  Tiii.  f.  71.    OopybjMeMtys.    See  alio  f.  68  wUeh  is 
um  omit,  'abo  m  hit  baud. 
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made  a  tcnratit  according  to  your  heart  aud  hand,)  fear  him  or 
take  umbrage  of  him  in  respect  of  mine  own  particular. 

My  third  suit  in,  that  if  your  Majesty  be  resolved  the  match 
shall  go  on,  after  you  have  heard  my  reasons  to  the  contrary,  I 
may  receive  therein  your  particular  will  and  commandments 
from  yourself;  that  I  may  conform  myself  thereunto :  imagining 
with  myself  (though  I  will  not  wager  upon  women's  minds)  that 
I  can  prevail  more  with  the  mother  than  any  other  man.  For 
if  I  should  Ik  requested  in  it  from  my  Lord  of  Buckingham,  the 
answer  of  a  true  friend  ought  to  he,  that  I  had  rather  go  against 
his  niiud  than  against  his  good  :  but  your  Majesty  I  must  obey  ; 
aud  besides  I  shall  conceive  that  your  Majesty  out  of  your  great 
wisdom  and  depth  doth  see  those  things  which  I  sec  not. 

Now  therefore,  not  to  hold  your  Majesty  with  many  wonla, 
which  do  but  drown  matter :  Let  me  most  humbly  desire  your 
^Majesty  to  take  into  your  royal  consideration,  that  your  state  is 
at  this  time  not  only  in  good  quiet  and  obedience,  but  in  good 
aflcetion  sud  dis|)08ition.  Your  Majesty's  prerogative  and  authu* 
rity  having  risen  some  just  degrees  a))ove  the  horizon  more  tluiii 
heretofore,  which  hath  di8|)crscd  va|K>urs.  Your  Judges  arc  in 
gooil  temper.  Your  JuHtic(*s  of  peace,  which  is  the  Ixxly  of  the 
gentlemen  of  England,  grow  to  be  loving  and  oWquious,  and  to 
be  weary  of  the  humour  of  milling.  All  mutinous  spirits  grow 
to  be  a  little  pcK>r,  and  to  draw  in  their  horns,  and  not  the  less 
for  your  Majesty's  disauthoriHiug  the  man  I  now  s|X»k  of. 

Now  then  I  reasonably  doubt  that  if  there  bo  but  au  opinion 
of  his  coming  in  with  the  strength  of  such  an  alliance,  it  will 
give  a  turn  and  relapse  in  men's  minds  unto  the  former  state  of 
things,  hardly  to  be  holpcn ;  to  the  great  weakening  of  your 
Majesty's  service. 

Again,  your  Majesty  may  have  perceived  that  as  far  as  it  waa 
fit  for  me  iu  modesty  to  advise,  I  was  ever  for  a  Parliament; 
which  seemeth  to  me  to  be  cardo  rerum  or  iUiuma  sumtHarum  for 
the  present  occasions :  but  this  my  advice  was  ever  conditional, 
that  your  .Majesty  should  go  to  a  Parliament  with  a  council 
united  and  not  distracte<l ;  and  that,  your  Majesty  will  give  mo 
leave  never  to  expect,  if  that  man  come  in ;  not  for  any  difference 
of  mine  own,  for  I  can  be  omnibus  otnnia  for  your  Migcsty's 
service,  but  because  he  is  by  nature  iusociablei  and  by  habit 
popular,  and  too  old  now  to  take  a  new  ply^  and  mcu  begin 
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already  to  collect,  yea  and  to  conclude,  that  lie  that  raiscth  bucIi 
a  amoke  to  get  in,  will  set  all  on  fire  when  he  is  in.^ 

It  may  please  your  Majesty,  now  I  have  said  I  have  done ; 
aud  as  I  tkiuk  1  have  done  a  duty  not  unworthy  the  first  year  of 
your  last  high  favour.  1  most  humbly  pray  your  Majesty  to 
pardon  me  if  in  any  thing  I  have  errc^ ;  for  my  errors  shall 
always  be  supplied  by  obedience.  And  so  I  conclude  with  my 
prayers  for  the  happy  preservation  of  your  person  aud  state. 

Your  Majesty's  most  humble,  bounden, 

and  most  devoted  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.  S. 

From  Gtnrkambury,  this  25tk  of  July,  1617.^ 


To  this  letter  the  King  returned  a  full  reply  in  auother  which  has 
unluckily  boon  loat,^  and  uf  whicli  wo  can  only  iufur  tlie  style  and 
substance  from  Bacon*s  answer.  Tlio  reasouH,  an  fur  as  they  related 
t<i  his  own  service,  he  appears  to  have  rejected  witli  some  disdain. 
lie  considered  Coke*s  proceeding  in  ])ur8uit  of  his  daughter  as  a 
lawful  and  ordinary  thing,  no  way  justifying  the  stir  that  had  been 
made  about  it.  He  found  fault  witli  the  tone  of  Bacon's  letter  to 
Buckingham,  os  implying  a  want  of  respect  for  his  discretion  ;  and 
charged  him  with  ingratitude  in  opposing  the  match,  when  he  knew 
how  much  Buckingham  desired  it. 

Buckingham  himself  still  kept  silence,  and  before  the  King's 
answer  arrived,  Bacon  addressed  to  him  the  two  letters  which  come 
next. 


'  In  tho  dron,  which  is  written  in  Meant js's  liond,  nppnnmtlj  from  (lictntion, 
this  sciitciico  vtootl  at  ilio  lirst  tlii*» :  **  thai  ^our  Mti.  nhoiihl  ncrcr  hoUl  it  Par- 
liament when  your  Council  was  (lii*tnu>ttMl,  but  when  nil  ^houhl  run  one  way 
within  your  own  wnlls ;  Now  how  likely  timt  is  to  bo  (if  this  man  como  in  tn^in 
who  is  unsocinblo  and  too  old  to  take  a  new  plv)  your  Ma.  can  best  discern,  but 
aU  the  world  doth  collect  thus  far  already  that  he,^'  &c.  Then  tho  word  '*iiovor** 
was  struck  out  and  the  first  clause  altered  to  "  should  hold  a  Parliament  not  when 
your  Council  was  distracteil  but  when  all/'  &c.  Finally  the  whole  sentence  was 
crossed  out  and  the  passage  in  the  text  written  in  tho  margin. 

-  This  date  is  taken  from  Stephens's  coppr  (First  collection,  p.  210)  which  is  said 
to  be  from  the  oriipnal.  There  is  no  dnte  in  either  of  the  MSd. — either  the  dnift 
m*  the  copy — except  in  the  clo«*ket  (**  Kit^.  2, 1(117 :  a  copv  of  yourLps  letter  to  hisM. 
dissuading  from  the  match  of  Sir  John  Yillicrs  ") :  wliich,  though  in  Moautys's 
hand,  mutt  be  wrong.  Tho  King's  answer  may  perliaps  liare  horn  dated  Aug.  8, 
and  being  put  up  with  tlie  copy  mav  hare  eausea  the  mistake. 

^  In  Stephens  s  catalogue  tliere  Is  an  entiy  of  '*  8  original  letters  written  by 
King  James — touching  tlie  match  of  Sir  John  Villiers :  bUming  him  for  the  op* 
poeitioo  he  gare."  One  of  these  is  among  the  Gibson  Papers  at  Lambeth,  and 
will  be  iMind  a  little  further  on.  It  is  the  answer  to  Bacon's  aeeond  letter.  The 
sUwr  waa  no  doubt  his  aiwwer  to  tiais  i  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  it. 
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To  TUB  Earl  or  Buckinouam.' 

My  very  good  Lord, 

1  do  tliink  long  to  hear  from  your  Lordship  touehiiig  my 
\a»t  letter,  wherein  I  gave  you  my  opini<ni  touching  your  brother's 
match.  As  I  then  shewed  my  dislike  of  the  matter,  so  tlic 
carriage  of  it  here  in  the  manner  I  dinlike  as  much.  If  yoar 
Lonlship  think  it  is  humour  or  interest  in  me  that  leads  mc, 
God  judge  my  sincerity.  Hut  I  must  say,  that  in  your  many 
noble  favours  towards  me,  they  e\'cr  moved  and  flowed  from 
yourself,  and  not  from  any  of  your  friends  whatsoever;  and 
therefore  in  requital  give  me  leave  that  my  counsels  to  yoa 
again  be  referred  to  your  happiness,  and  not  to  the  desires  of 
any  of  your  friends.  I  shall  ever  give  you,  as  I  give  my  master^ 
safe  counsel  and  such  as  time  will  approve. 

I  received  yesterday  from  Mr.  Attorney  the  Queen's  billj 
which  I  send  your  Lordship.  Tlie  |Hiyment  is  not  out  of  lands, 
but  out  of  the  customs,  and  so  it  can  be  but  the  rent.  Your 
Lordship  rememberctli,  it  is  but  in  a  case  which  I  hope  shaU_, 
never  be :  that  is,  after  his  Mijcsty's  death,  if  she  survive  God 
ever  bless  and  direct  you. 

Your  Lordship's  most  faithful 

and  devoted  friend  and  servant, 

Fiu  Bacon,  C.S. 

Goriismbury,  tikis  25tb  of  July,  1617. 

To  THE   EaSL  or   BUCRINOHAM."  . 

My  very  good  LonI, 

I  have  sent  inclosed  a  letter  to  his  Majesty  concerning  the 
strangers:  in  which  business  I  had  formerly  written  to  your 
l^ordsliip  a  joint  letter  with  my  Lord  of  ("ontcrbury,  and  my 
Lord  Privy*  Seal,'  and  Mr.  Secretary  Winwood.  I  am,  I 
thank  God,  much  relieved  with  my  being  in  the  oountry-air, 
and  the  onlcr  1  keep ;  so  that  of  late  years  I  have  not  found  my 
health  better.    Your  Lordship  writeth  seldomer  than  you  were 

1  Stophena^t  flnt  collection,  p.  218,  from  ths  originsl 
*  Oibton  Pmn,  toL  viib  f.  67,  oop/. 
>  Edward,  £ari  of  Woronter. 
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wont;  but  when  you  arc  ouoe  gotten  into  England,  you  will  be 

more  at  leisure.    God  bless  and  prosper  you. 

Your  Lordship's  true  and  devoted 

friend  and  servant, 

Fa.  Bacon,  C.  S. 
Goihambury,  20  July,  1617. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  tone  of  these  1ett<*rs  that  though  Bacon 
was  beginning  to  feel  anxious  about  the  state  of  Buckingham's  mind 
and  tcuipcr  towards  him,  bo  did  not  as  yet  think  it  right  to  assume 
that  be  was  offended.  At  last  his  answer  came  and  removed  all 
doubt  on  that  head.  It  shewed  him  in  a  humour  which,  tliough  to 
us  who  know  him  best  by  liis  later  manifestations  it  seems  natural 
and  cliaracteristio,  must  have  been  to  Bacon  a  new  and  alarming 
revelation.  Nothing  like  it  had  appt^arcd  in  him  hitherto.  He  had 
invited  Bacon*s  advice  on  some  occasions,  and  had  received  it  unin- 
vited on  others,  with  all  appearance  of  respect  and  gratitude ;  and 
though  it  had  always  been  the  advice  of  an  affectionate  friend,  it 
had  never  been  that  of  a  flatterer.  Only  good  offices  on  either  side 
had  passed  between  thotii,  nor  had  any  unworthy  conditions  been 
exacted  or  offered ;  for  Weldon*s  story  of  the  interchange  of  mes- 
sages when  Bacon  received  the  seals,  being  utterly  irreconcilable 
with  all  the  recorded  evidence,  may  be  set  aside  without  any  scruplo 
as  a  mere  invention.  The  revelation  made  by  this  letter  was  that 
Buckingham  could  not  bear  to  have  his  humour  crossed,  even 
by  those  whom  he  most  respected.  It  is  possible  indeed  that  the 
offence  in  this  case  was  given  loss  by  Bacon's  own  letter  than  by 
what  had  been  told  of  him  by  rivals  and  enemies ;  and  we  have  no 
means  of  knowing  what  that  was.  It  is  quite  possible  that,  as  repro* 
tented  by  Winwood  or  Coke,  his  conduct  would  have  justified  dis- 
pleasure. But  it  is  not  the  less  certain  tlmt  in  taking  such  deep 
offence  and  acting  upon  it  without  asking  for  an  explanation,  Buck* 
ingham  showed  a  temper  which  must  always  have  been  in  danger  of 
betraying  him  into  injustice. 

The  letter  (of  which  we  have  only  a  copy)  bears  no  date.  But  as 
1  find  from  Htephens's  catalogue  that  there  wos  once  to  bo  seen  a 
letter  from  Bacon  to  Buckingham,  dated  *'  0  Aug.  1017  *' ;  beginning 
''I  have  at  last  received";  and  described  as  '* showing  his  acqui- 
esceoee  in  the  match ; "  I  conclude  that  that  was  the  answer  to  this : 
and  Uierefore  that  this  was  written  about  the  end  of  July  or  the 
bsginning  of  August. 

The«v  will  be  found  indeed  in  Bacon's  next  letter  a  passage  which 
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(if  eoiTPCt)  impliot  that  it  was  not  roceivi^d  for  5  weeks  aftfr  th» 
12th  of  Jttljr,  which  would  brini;  it  to  the  lOth  of  Aui^trt.  But  thtt 
•uppoaition  involvr*  ao  manj  other  difCeultica  that  1  prefer  to  aap- 
pone  A  a  miatake  for  3 ;  iu  which  caae  no  diflicultj  would  oecur. 

To  TBI  LoBD  Ckbpbb  Bacoh.* 

My  Lord. 
If  your  man  had  been  addrrtned  only  to  me,  I  should  hare  bm 
careful  to  hare  procured  him  a  more  speedy  dispatch :  hut  nov  you  ktvc 
found  another  way  of  address,  I  am  excuMcd ;  and  ainee  you  sre  gjtovn 
weary  of  employinfc  me,  I  can  be  no  othenrise  in  beinf;  employed.  In 
ibis  bunincss  of  my  brothers  tliat  you  orcrtrouble  yourself  with,  I  uwlcr* 
ntsiid  fn>m  London  by  some  of  my  friends  that  you  hare  carrie«l  youndf 
with  much  scorn  and  nci;1cct  both  towani  myself  and  frien4Ui;  which  if  it 
prorc  true  I  btsme  not  you  but  myself,  who  was  ercr 

Your  Lordship's  assured  friend, 

G.  DrcKiicGnAV. 

The  ahoi*k  which  auch  a  lot  tor  as  this  would  naturally  produce  on 
Baron  must  hare  boon  much  a<;s:rarat€d  by  that  other  which  he  re- 
ocived  (as  I  aupiKMc)  shortly  allcr,  and  which  alicwcd  that  the  King, 
instead  of  using  his  influence  to  correct  this  fault  in  bis  farourite,  was 
disposed  to  flatter  and  iufhimc  it  by  taking  hia  part  and  adopting  hi* 
resoiitmcnts.  Blind  partiality  for  another»«inca|>acity  to  sec  a  fault 
or  admit  a  doubt— which  in  some  n^lations  iiossca  ft>r  a  virtue— if  s 
cruel  weakness  when  it  cornea  from  those  who  are  or  ahould  be  in 
authority.  Clarendon  says  it  was  Biickingliani'a  single  misfortane 
''  that  ho  never  made  a  noblo  and  a  worthy  friendship  with  a  mao  w 
near  his  c<|iial  that  he  would  frankly  advise  him  for  his  honour  and 
true  interest  against  the  current,  or  rather  tho  torrent,  of  his  iin« 
|)etuou8  passions  ** ;  and  that  '*  if  he  had  been  bleaaed  with  one 
faithful  friend  who  had  been  qualified  with  wisdom  and  integrity/' 
ho  "  would  haro  cotomitted  as  few  faults  and  done  aa  transceudaiit 
worthy  actions  at  any  man  who  ahinod  iu  such  a  sphere  in  that  ap; 
iu  Europe."  But  tho  truth  was  that  ho  would  not  allow  any  man 
to  continue  his  friend  who  oiTered  him  ituch  advice ;  and  ho  was  quite 
as  ready  to  qunrrel  with  an  cquiil  as  with  un  inferior,  tho  instant  tliat 
he  opfiosed  hi:*  incHuntion.  The  King  was  the  ouly  man  who  coiilJ 
have  corrected  his  faults ;  nnd  the  King  was  blinded  by  his  afffction ; 
could  not  see  tliem ;  and  did  in  fact  aggravate  them.  Tlie  case  of 
Buckingham  was  simply  the  cnse  of  a  spoiled  child, — only  on  a  hrgrr 
scale  and  a  higher  stage  than  it  was  ever  exhibited  on  before ;— a  veiy 

*  Birch  M88.  42iH0.    Copy.    (Not  T  think  in  •  oonttfrnpoiwy  hand.) 
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fine  nature  ruiued  by  tho  most  dangerous  of  all  forms  of  flattery— 
the  uncouscious  flattery  of  immoderate  admiration  and  afiection. 

The  letter  which  revealed  this  condition  of  the  King's  mind  to  Bacon 
has  disappeared,  as  I  naid.  But  the  tenour  of  it  may  be  gathered  from 
Bacon's  answer ;  which  eom<*fi  next  in  order,  and  together  with  the 
four  letterH  which  follow  may  be  left  to  tell  its  story  without  further 
comment.  Am  printed  in  former  editions,  tliis  pnrt  of  tho  corre- 
spondence wnn  VI TV  perplexing  by  n*ason  of  the  daU^s,  which  between 
false  copies  and  (nine  inferences  hnd  fallen  into  itieorrigihle  disorder. 
Being  now  prettented  in  their  proper  sequence  (and  wo  may  be  cer- 
tain of  the  order  of  Huceession  though  not  always  of  tho  exact  date) 
they  will  be  found  suflicicntly  intelligible. 

To   THE    KlNO.^ 

May  it  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty, 

I  do  very  humbly  thank  your  Majesty  for  your  letter,  and 
think  myself  much  honoured  by  it.  For  though  it  contain  some 
matter  of  dislike,  in  which  rcsi)cct  it  hath  grieved  me  more  than 
any  event  which  hath  fallen  out  in  my  life :  yet  because  I  ktiow 
rcprchcnMons  from  the  lx:st  masters  to  the  best  servants  are 
necessary,  and  that  no  chastisement  is  pleasant  for  the  time,  but 
yet  workcth  good  effects,  and  for  that  1  find  intermixed  some 
passages  of  trust  and  grace,  and  6nd  also  in  myself  inwardly 
sincerity  of  intention  and  conformity  of  will,  howsoever  I  may 
have  erred,  I  do  not  a  little  comfort  myself,  resting  u|x>n  your 
Majesty's  accustomed  favour,  and  most  humbly  desiring  that 
any  one  of  my  particular  actions  may  l)c  expounded  by  the  con- 
stant and  direct  course  which  your  Majesty  knowcth  I  have 
(^'cr  held  in  your  service. 

And  because  it  hath  pleased  your  Majesty  of  your  singu- 
lar  grace  and  favour  to  write  fully  and  freely  unto  me,  it  is 
duty  and  decorum  in  me  not  to  write  shortly  to  your  Majesty 
again,  but  with  some  length ;  not  so  much  by  way  of  defence  or 
answer  (which  yet  I  know  your  Majesty  would  always  graciously 
hear  and  admit)  as  to  shew  that  I  have,  as  I  ought,  weighed 
every  word  of  your  Majesty's  letter. 

First,  I  do  acknowledge  that  this  match  of  Sir  John  Villiers 
is  mai^tmm  in  parvo  in  both  senses  that  your  Majesty  speaketh. 

QibMm  Aipert,  vol.  riii.  t.  69  (n).  Original  draf^  in  BaronV  own  hand, 
docketed  alto  in  naron*8  own  liand,  *'  Cop.  of  my  [Ire  to]  tho  K.  2.*'  No  date. 
But  written  proHably  about  the  12th  of  August.    Soe  note,  p.  241. 
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But  your  Majesty  pcrccivcth  well  that  I  took  it  to  be  in  a  further 
decree  majus  in  parvo,  in  rcspcet  of  your  service.  Bat  since 
your  Majesty  biddcth  nic  to  confide  upon  your  art  of  empire^  I 
have  done :  for  as  the  Scripture  saith  to  GoH  all  thinga  arc  pot* 
Mle,  so  certainly  to  wise  Kings  much  is  possible.  But  for  the 
second  sense  that  your  Majesty  s|)caketh  of  magnum  in  parro,  in 
rcs|MSCt  of  the  stir  about  it,  Ix^in^;  but  a  most  lawful  and  ordi* 
nary  thini;,  1  most  humbly  pray  your  Majesty  to  panlon  me  if  I 
truly  do  signify  to  you  that  wc  here  take  the  loud  and  vocal  and 
as  I  may  rail  it  strcpcrous  carriage  to  have  liocn  far  more  on 
the  other  side,  which  indeed  is  the  inconvenient,^  rather  than  the 
thing  itself. 

Now  for  the  manner  of  my  aflbetion  to  my  Lord  of  Unckinghanip 
for  whom  1  would  Ni)cnd  my  life,  and  that  which  is  to  me  more, 
the  cares  of  my  life ;  I  must  humbly  confess  that  it  was  in  this 
a  little  parent-like  (this  l)cing  no  other  term  than  his  Lonlship 
hath  heretofore  vouchsafed  to  my  counsels;)  but  in  truth  (and 
it  please  your  Majesty)  without  any  grain  of  discstecm  for  his 
Lordship's  discretion.  For  I  know  him  to  lie  naturally  a  wise 
man,  of  a  sound  and  staid  wit,  as  I  have  ever  said  unto  your 
Majesty,  and  again  I  know  he  hath  the  \x»t  tutor  in  Europe. 
But  yet  I  was  afraid  that  the  height  of  his  fortune  might  make 
him  too  secure,  and  (as  the  proverb  is)  a  looker-on  sometimes 
sceth  more  than  a  gamester. 

For  the  particular  of  a  part-  of  a  true  friend  which  your 
Majesty  witnesseth  that  the  Karl  hath  lately  performed  towanis 
me  in  palliating  some  errors  of  mine ;  it  is  no  new  thing  with 
me  to  be  more  and  more  bound  to  his  Lordship.  And  1  am 
most  humbly  to  thank  (whatsoever  it  was)  lx>th  your  Majesty 
and  him ;  knowing  well  that  I  may  and  do  commit  many  errors, 
and  must  dc])cnd  upon  your  Majesty's  gracious  construction  and 
favour  for  them,  and  shall  have  need  of  such  a  friend  near  your 
Majesty.     For  I  am  not  so  ignorant  of  mine  own  case  but  that 

*  So  in  MS.  But  Oie  rest  of  the  tentctioe  hna  becii  altered,  and  tbii  word  wm 
probably  meant  to  be  changed  to  *'  inconTcnionce.*' 

*  So  in  the  MS.,  us  it  sUnds  now.  Bui  I  think  it  i§  not  what  it  waa  meant  to 
be.  Originally  the  icntence  iiHyma  to  Imre  ttood  "  for  Uie  goo<l  oillce  paK  of  a 
trew  friend,'*  tlio  words  ffood  office  liarin^^  a  Hno  drawn  through  tliom,  ahowing 
i)mt  part  was  meant  to  be  substituted.  But  orer  the  erasure  is  written  parlieulmr 
of  a :  whether  he  meant  to  subsiitttte  it  for  part  of  a  and  forgot  to  croM  the  worda 
out ;  or  whether  he  wrote  the  interlineation  lint,  and  then  substituted  pmi  for 
;iffr/f>i«/<rr.~mcftning,  but  forRi-lfing,  lo  strike  out  the  interlineation  again---«r 
whether  he  meant  it  to  iUnd  as  i  have  printed  it^must  bo  left  to  coi\jeotuf«. 
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I  know  I  am  come  in  with  a«  strong?  an  envy  of  «ome  particnlam/ 
as  with  thr  love  of  the  <;cncra1. 

For  my  op|)08ition  to  thiA  biiftinaHs  which  it  pccmcth  hath 
been  informed  to  your  i^Iajesty,  I  think  it  was  meant  (if  it  ))e 
not  a  thing  merely  feigned  and  without  truth  or  ground)  of  one 
of  these  two  things;  (for  I  will  dissemble  nothing  with  your 
Majesty).  It  is  true  that  in  those  matters  which  by  your  Ma- 
jesty's commandment  and  reference  came  before  the  table  con- 
cerning Sir  Edward  Coke,  I  was  sometimes  sharp  (it  may  he  too 
much ;)  But  it  was  with  end  to  have  your  Majesty's  will  per- 
formed, or  else  when  methought  he  was  more  peremptory  than 
iKcame  him  in  res|)ect  of  the  honour  of  the  table.  It  is  true 
also,  that  1  disliked  the  riot  or  violence  whereof  we  of  your  Mji- 
jesty's  Council  gave  your  Majesty  advertisement  by  our  joint 
letter,  and  I  disliked  it  the  more  l)ceausc  he  justified  it  by  taw ; 
which  was  his  old  song.  But  in  that  act  of  council  which  was 
made  thercu]K)n,  I  did  not  mm;  but  all  my  Lords  wore  as  forward 
as  myself,  as  a  thing  most  necessary  for  preservation  of  your 
peace,  which  had  1)een  so  carefully  and  happily  kept  in  your 
absence.  And  all  this  had  a  fair  end  in  a  reconcilement  made 
by  Mr.  Attorney,  whereby  l)oth  husband  and  wife  and  child 
should  have  kept  together:  which  if  it  had  continued,  I  am 
perMuaded  the  match  had  l)ccn  in  Ixstter  and  fairer  forwardness 
than  now  it  is.' 

Now  for  the  tinirs  of  things,  1  beseech  your  Majesty  to  un- 
derstand that  which  my  Lord  of  Buckingliam  will  witness  with 
me,  that  I  never  had  any  word  of  letter  from  his  Lordship 
of  the  business  till  I  wrate  my  letter  of  advice;  nor  again 
after  mv  letter  of  advice  till  five  weeks  after,  which  was  now 
within  this  sennight.'     So  that  although  I  did  in  truth  presume 

*  "Soon  aftor  1115  last  to  you  .  .  .  omUt  waa  tnkni  tlint  his  (Iaiigliti*r  ahould 
be  dcUrcrecl  him  and  diiii)08c<I  of  n^  he  alionld  iliink  fit.  Whereupon  he  sent  her 
to  Kingiton,  to  hia  iion*a,  Sir  Kobert  Coke's,  where  she  yet  rcinnins,  and  her 
mot  Iter  hating  )M*miimion  to  n>M>rt  unto  her  (but  not  to  lie  in  the  house)  she 
liiml  a  lodging  in  the  town  and  kept  her  9Ut-h  eompiiny  all  day  thiit  nobody  else 
nnild  have  acress.  \\1iereu|H>n  her  eoniing  is  moderated,  and  divers  of  her  instru- 
ments  in  convoying  her  away  arc  called  in  question  and  coiuniitted.  Whertnipon 
finding  herself  forsaken  of  her  friends,  who  dare  not  show  themselves  too  far  in 
tlie  business,  and  seeing  she  st rumples  in  vain,  she  begins  to  come  about :  and 
U|ion  a  letter  to  licr  from  my  L.  of  Buckinghnni,  hath  n-tumed  answer,  as  I  hear, 
that  if  this  courso  had  been  taken  with  her  at  the  first,  things  might  have  proceeded 
better;  and  upon  some  conditions  can  be  content  to  double  the  portion  her  hui* 
b«nd  hath  offered,  and  so  make  up  tlie  uiatch  and  give  it  her  blessing."  Cham- 
berlaiii  to  Carleton  9  Aug.  1617. 

^&  iict*ks  after  12  July  would  be  16  Aug.  In  which  ease  he  must  have  been 
writing  about  the  SSrd.    It  should  prGbably  bo  3  weeks :  see  next  note. 
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that  the  Earl  would  do  nothing  without  your  ^fajcsty's  pririty, 
yet  I  was  in  Bome  doubt  by  thtii  his  silence  of  his  own  mind, 
that  he  was  not  earnest  in  it,  but  only  was  content  to  embrace 
the  officious  offers  and  endeavours  of  others. 

Hut  to  conclude  this  point,  after  I  had  received  by  a  former 
letter  of  his  Lordship'  knowledge  of  his  mind,  I  think  Sir 
Edward  Coke  himself  the  Inst  time  he  was  before  the  Lords 
mought  plainly  perceive  an  alteration  in  my  carriage.  And  now 
that  your  Mnjesty  hath  been  pleased  to  open  yourself  to  me,  I 
shall  be  willing  to  further  the  match  by  any  thing  that  shall  lie 
desired  of  me,  or  that  is  in  my  power. 

And  whereas  your  Majesty  concciveth  sonic  dregs  of  spleen 
in  me  by  the  wonl  "  Mr.  Bacon ;'"  tnUy  it  was  but  to  exprcaa 
in  thankfulness  the  comparative  of  my  fortune  unto  your  Ma- 
jesty the  author  of  it,  as  the  better  to  shew  how  little  I  needed 
to  fear,  while  I  had  your  favour ;  for  I  thank  God  I  was  never 
vindicative  nor  implacable. 

As  for  my  opinion  of  prejudice  to  your  Majesty's  service,  (as  I 
touched  it  l)cfore)  I  have  done  with  it.  Your  Majesty  \Hnn^ 
satisfied,  I  do  humbly  acquiesce  and  anchor  upon  your  MnjestyV 
judgment,  who  unto  judgment  have  also  power  so  to  mingle 
the  elements  as  may  conserve  the  fabric. 

For  the  interest  wl.ich  I  have  in  the  mother,  I  do  not  doubt 
but  it  was  increased  by  this,  that  I  in  judgment  (as  I  then 
stood)  aflcctcd  that  which  she  did  in  pasHion.  But  I  think  the 
chief  obligation  was,  that  I  stood  so  firmly  to  her  in  the  matter 
of  her  assurance,  wherein  I  8U])i)osed  I  did  your  Majesty  service, 
and  mentioned  it  in  a  memorial  of  council-business  (as  half 
craving  thanks  for  it) .  And  sure  I  am  now,  that  and  the  like 
hath  made  Sir  Edwanl  Coke  a  convert,  as  I  did  write  to  your 
Majesty  in  my  last. 

For  the  collation  of  the  two  spirits,  I  shall  easily  subscribe  to 
your  Majesty's  censure ;  for  Solomon  were  no  true  man,  if  in 
matter  of  malice  the  woman  should  not  l)c  the  suiicrior.' 

'  In  StcphmsV  caUlofpio  there  if  entt^rcd  among  the  lottore  to  tho  D.  of  Buck- 
ingham one  dated  6  Aug.  1617,  beginning  '*  1  have  at  last  receiTed,"  and  d«^ 
scribed  as  "  sliewing  his  acquiescence  in  the  match."  If  iliis  was  Bacon's  answer 
to  the  **  fonner  letter  *'  here  mentioned,  he  has  miscounted  his  weeks,  or  more 
probablv  we  should  read  8  instead  of  6.  In  which  case  llie  present  letter  would 
be  dated  about  the  12th  of  August. 
'  See  letter  of  the  25th  Julj,  p.  232—"  when  I  was  but  Mr.  Bacon.** 
*  The  b^inning  of  a  sentence  which  followed  in  the  MS.—'*  And  I  like  her  tho 
worse  for  some  late  inainustioDs  as  if  Sir  Jh.  VilUeci  ***bas  a  line  drawn  tbrough  kU 
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To  conclude,  I  have  gone  through,  with  the  plainness  of  truth, 
the  parts  of  your  Majesty's  letter,  very  humbly  craving  pardon 
for  troubling  your  Majesty  so  long ;  and  most  humbly  praying 
your  Majesty  to  maintain  me  in  your  grace  and  favour,  which  is 
the  fruit  of  my  life  upon  the  root  of  a  good  conscience.  And 
although  time  in  this  business  have  cast  me  upon  a  particular 
which  I  confess  may  have  probable  shew  of  passion  or  interest ; 
yet  God  is  my  witness  that  the  thing  that  most  moved  me  was  an 
anxious  and  s'^IUcitous  care  of  your  Majesty's  state  and  service, 
out  of  consideration  of  the  time  \vkst  and  present. 

(i«l  ever  preserve  and  bless  your  Majesty,  and  send  you  a 
joyful  return  aftiT  your  pros|)erous  journey.^ 

To  TUE  Earl  of  Buckingham.^ 

My  very  good  Lord, 

Since  my  last  to  your  Lordship  I  did  first  send  for  Mr. 
Attorney  General,  and  made  him  know  that  since  I  heard  from 
court  I  was  resolved  to  further  the  match  and  the  conditions 
thereof  for  your  brother's  advancement  the  best  I  could.  I  did 
send  also  to  my  Lady  Ilatton  and  some  of  her  special  friends, 
to  let  them  know  1  would  in  any  thing  declare  for  the  match ; 
which  I  did  to  the  end  that  if  thoy  had  any  apprehension  of  my 
assistance  they  might  be  discouraged  in  it.  I  sent  also  to  Sir 
John  Butler,  and  after  by  letter  to  my  Lsidy  your  mother,  to 
tender  my  performance  of  any  good  oflice  towards  the  match  or 
the  advancement  from  the  mother ;  This  was  all  1  could  think  of 
for  the  prcseut. 

I  did  ever  fear  that  this  alliance  would  go  near  to  leese  me 
your  Lonlship  that  I  hold  so  dear,  and  that  was  the  only  re* 
spect  particular  to  myself  that  moved  me  to  be  as  I  was,  till  I 
heard  from  you.  But  I  will  rely  upon  your  constancy  and 
nature,  and  my  own  desenung,  and  the  firm  tie  we  have  in 
respect  of  the  King's  service. 

In  the  mean  time  I  must  a  little  complain  to  your  Lordship, 
that  I  do  hear  my  Lady  your  mother  and  your  brother  Sir  John 
do  speak  of  me  with  some  bitterness  and  neglect.  I  must  bear 
with  the  one  as  a  lady  and  the  other  as  a  lover,  and  with  both 

*  Til  8tcphenp*t  mtaloj^iie  tliero  in  thit  entrr  i  "  A  copy  of  a  lottfir  about  Sir 
John  ViUicn'  Mmtcli,  impoHect,  no  date.    •*  I  clo  tcry  humblj." 

*  OihtoB  Papers,  toL  viii.  f.  78.    Fair  copy. 
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for  your  IjonlsliipV  mkc,  whom  1  will  make  jiu1<;r  of  any  thiiipr 
tlioy  4iall  liHVC  aj^aiimt  mo.  But  I  lio|iCf  though  I  be  true  nor- 
vaut  to  your  Ijcmlslii|i,  you  will  un(  have  mo  vaiwal  to  their  |iai«. 
siohs,  Cff|iecially  om  long  sin  they  [an*]  j^overiicHl  hy  Sir  ICilwanI 
(\)ke  anil  Seeretary  WinwotNl ;  the  latter  of  whieli  I  take  to  lie 
the  worst;  for  Sir  K<lwanl  Coke,  1  think,  in  inorv.  motleiit  and 
diHcreet.  Therefore  your  Ixtnlnhip  shall  do  mo  riji^ht,  and  yet  I 
fthall  take  it  for  a  favour,  if  you  aiipiify  to  them  that  you  have 
received  satisfaction  from  me,  and  would  have  them  use  me 
friendly  and  in  goo«l  manner.  God  keep  us  from  thc««  lonf^ 
journeys  and  alMcncc,  which  makes  misunderstandings  and  gives 
advantage  to  untruth,  and  God  e%Tr  prosper  and  |ircscrve  your 
Lordship. 

Your  Lonlship's  tmc  and  devoted  friend  and  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.8. 
Gorhsmbnry,  t3  of  Aug.  1617. 

To  THB  LOBD  KmBPKB.* 

My  Lord, 
I  ksTo  rrooifcd  your  Lordtiliip's  letter  by  your  man ;  but  lui?ing  so 
lately  imparted  my  mind  to  you  in  my  former  letters,  I  n*ffr  your  Lord* 
ship  to  those  lettem,  without  making  s  needless  repetition,  snd  rp«t 

Your  Lordship's  at  command^ 

G.  BirCKIKOHAM. 

Akhton,  the  12th  of  Aug.  1617. 

Thb  King  to  tub  Lobd  Krbpkb.* 

Jamcn  R. 

Right  trusty  and  welUbelored  Counsellor,  we  greet  you  well. 

Although  our  spproseh  doth  now  begin  to  be  near  London,  snd  that 
there  doth  not  appear  sny  great  necessity  of  answering  your  Initt  letter 
since  we  are  so  shortly  to  \k*  at  home :  Yet  we  hare  thought  good  to  make 
some  observations  to  you  upon  the  same,  that  yoa  may  not  err  by  mis* 
taking  our  meaning.  The  Arst  obsenrstion  wo  are  to  make  is,  Thst 
whereas  you  woidd  iarert  the  seeond  sense  wherein  we  took  your  ma^* 
nmm  in  parvo,  in  aceounting  it  to  bo  made  maffHum  by  their  sireporous 
carriage  that  were  for  the  match,  we  cannot  but  show  you  your  mistaking 

>  Oib«m  Papers,  vol.  Tiii.  f.  7S.    Orig.    Docketed  in  Bacon's  hand,  •*  Ba.  2." 
'  Oibtfon  Pamns  toI.  viii.  f.  69,  b.    Original.    Tlio  sif^noturo  in  tlio  Kind's 
hand.    Being  dated  from  Nsntwich,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  rotfn,  it  fbUowt 
that  it  was  written  on  the  ttth  or  a6th  of  Angn»t»  1617.    See  Kiehob's  Pro- 
gresses, iii.  411-18. 
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theivtii.  For  CTcry  wrong  must  bo  judfi;(>d  by  the  fiwt  riolcnt  and 
wTODgoui  ground  whereupon  it  proceeds,  and  wap  not  the  thcfleou*  Rteal- 
ing  away  of  the  daughter  from  her  own  father  the  first  ground  where- 
upon all  thia  great  noiie  hath  tinee  proceeded  P  For  the  ground  of  her 
i;etttDg  again  oame  upon  a  lawful  and  ordinary  warrant  vubftcribed  by  one 
of  onr  Council  for  redrew  of  the  former  Tioleneo,  and  except  the  father  of 
m  child  might  be  proved  to  be  cither  lunatic  or  idiot,  we  nerer  read  in  any 
law  that  either  it  could  be  lawful  for  any  creaturo  to  steal  his  child  from 
liim  or  that  it  was  matter  of  noise  and  strei^crous  carriage  for  him  to  hunt 
for  the  recovery  of  his  child  again. 

Our  next  obs«*i  ration  in,  Tliat  whereas  you  protest  of  your  afTection  to 
Buckingham,  and  thereafter  confess  that  it  is  in  some  sort  parent -Uhe^  yet 
•ftcr  that  you  have  praised  his  natural  parts,  we  will  not  say  that  you 
throw  all  down  by  a  direct  imputation  upon  him,  but  wc  are  sure  you  do 
not  deny  to  have  had  a  greater  jealousy  of  his  discretion  than  (so  far  as 
we  conceive)  he  ever  deserved  at  your  or  any  man's  hands ;  for  you  say 
that  you  were  afraid  that  the  height  of  his  fortune  might  make  him  too 
•oeure,  and  so  as  a  looker-on  you  might  sometime  see  more  than  a  game- 
ster. Now  we  know  not  how  to  interprot  this  in  plain  Knglish  otherwise 
than  that  you  were  afraid  that  the  height  of  his  fortune  might  make  him 
misknow  himself.  And  surely  if  that  be  yonr  parcnt'likc  affection  toward 
htm  he  hath  no  obligation  to  you  for  it.  And  for  our  part,  besides  our 
own  proof  that  we  find  him  furthest  from  that  vice  of  any  courtier  that 
ever  we  had  so  near  about  us,  so  do  wc  fear  that  you  shall  prove  the  only 
phoenix  in  that  jealousy  of  all  the  kingdom  ;  for  wc  would  be  very  sorry 
that  the  world  should  apprehend  that  conceit  of  him ;  but  wo  cannot  con* 
ccal  that  we  think  it  was  least  your  part  of  any  to  enter  into  that  jealousy 
of  him,  whom  of  we  have  heard  you  oft  speak  in  a  contrary  style.  And 
aa  for  that  error  of  yours  which  be  lately  palliated  whcroof  you  seem  to 
pretend  ignorance,  the  time  is  so  short  since  you  commended  to  him 
one*  to  be  of  the  Barons  of  our  Exchequer  in  Ireland,  as  we  cannot  think 
yoo  to  be  so  short  of  memory  as  to  have  forgotten  how  far  you  undertook 
in  that  business  before  acquainting  us  with  it,  what  a  long  journey  you 
made  the  poor  man  undertake,  together  with  the  slight  recommendation 
you  sent  of  Iiim,  which  drave  us  to  those  straits  that  both  the  poor  man 
had  been  undone  and  your  credit  a  little  blasted  if  Buckingham  hod  not 
by  his  importunity  made  us  both  gront  your  more  than  suit  (for  you  had 
already  acted  a  part  of  it),  and  likewise  run  a  hazord  of  the  hindrance  of 
our  own  service,  by  preferring  a  person  to  so  important  a  place  whom  you 
00  slightly  recommended. 

Our  third  observation  is  upon  the  point  of  your  opposition  to  this  busi- 
ncaa,  wherein  you  either  do  or  at  least  would  seem  to  mistake  us  a  little. 
For  first,  whereas  you  excuse  yourself  of  the  op|XMitions  you  made  against 
Sir  Edward  Coke  at  the  council  table  both  for  that  and  other  causes,  we 
Bever  took  upon  us  such  a  potrociny  of  Sir  Edward  Coke,  as  if  he  were  a 

*  Mr.  Lewder.    See  above,  p.  907, 
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man  not  to  be  meddltfd  withal  in  any  caxc,  for  wbatsocrcr  you  did 
aj^ainst  him  by  our  employ  men  t  and  commandnicut.  wo  crcr  allowed  it 
and  still  do  for  gooil  aerricc  on  your  ]iart ;  dt  ftouis  oprrihnt  Rom  !api' 
damuM  rat ;  but  whereas  you  talk  of  the  riot  and  riolcnec  eommitted  by 
him,  we  wonder  you  make  no  mention  of  the  not  and  Tiolenee  of  them 
that  stale  away  his  daughter,  which  was  the  first  (ground  of  all  that  noise, 
aa  wo  said  before ;  for  a  man  may  bo  eompelled  by  manifest  wrong  be* 
yond  his  patieneo,  and  the  first  breach  of  that  quietness  which  halh  erer 
been  kept  ainoo  the  beginning  of  our  journey  was  made  by  them  that 
committed  the  thelV.  And  for  your  laying  the  burden  of  your  opposition 
U)H>n  the  whole  council,  we  meddle  not  with  that  question ;  but  the  op* 
position  which  we  justly  find  fault  with  you»  was  the  refusal  to  sign  a 
warrant  for  the  father  to  the  reoorcry  of  his  child,  clad  with  those  cir- 
cumstances (as  is  re|K>rted)  of  your  slight  carriage  to  Buckingham's  mother 
when  Hhe  repaired  to  you  upon  so  reasonable  an  errand.  What  furtlior 
opposition  you  made  in  that  business,  we  leave  it  to  the  duo  trial  in  tlio 
own  time.  But  whereas  you  would  distinguish  of  times,  pretending  igno- 
rance either  of  our  meaning  or  hi.s  when  you  made  your  op|)osition,  Tliat 
would  have  served  for  a  reasonable  excuse  not  to  have  furthered  such  a 
business  till  you  had  been  first  employed  in  it,  but  that  can  serve  for  no 
excuse  of  crossing  anything  that  so  nearly  concerned  one  whom  you  pro- 
fess such  friendship  unto.  Wo  will  not  speak  of  obligation,  for  surely  wo 
think  oven  in  good  manners  you  had  reason  not  to  havo  crossed  any- 
thing wherein  you  had  heard  his  name  used,  till  you  had  heard  from  him ; 
for  if  you  had  willingly  given  your  consent  and  hand  to  the  rooovcry  of 
the  young  gentlewoman,  and  then  written  both  to  us  and  to  him  what  in- 
convenience appeared  to  you  to  bo  in  such  a  match,  that  had  boon  tho 
part  indeed  of  a  true  servant  to  us  and  a  truo  friend  to  him,  but  first  to 
make  an  opposition  and  then  to  give  advice  by  way  of  friendship,  is  to 
make  tlic  plough  to  go  before  the  horse. 

Thus  leaving  all  the  particulars  of  your  carriage  in  this  business  to  the 
own  proper  time,  which  is  ever  tho  diseoveror  of  truth.  We  commend 
you  to  God.  Given  under  our  signet  at  ^antwich,  in  the  fifteenth  yetr 
of  our  reign  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 

To  THE   KlNO.^ 

It  may  please  your  roost  ex*  Ma., 

I  dare  not  presume  any  more  to  reply  u|)on  your  Majesty^ 
but  reserve  my  defence  till  I  attend  your  Msgesty  at  your  happy 
return ;  when  I  hoiKS  verily  to  approve  myself  not  only  a  true 
servant  to  your  Majesty,  but  a  true  friend  to  my  Lord  of  Buck- 
ingham. And  for  the  times  also,  I  hope  to  give  your  Mtgesty 
a  good  account,  though  distance  of  place  may  obscure  them. 

*  Lansd.  MS8.  vol  xc.  f.  4S.  '  Either  the  original  or  a  fair  oopy  in  Baoon*s  own 
hand. 
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Hut  there  is  one  part  of  your  Majesty's  letter  that  I  would  ))e 
sorry  to  take  time  to  answer ;  which  is,  that  your  Majesty  con- 
cciveth  that,  whereas  1  wrate  That  the  heij^ht  of  my  Ijord's  for- 
tune mought  make  him  secure,  \  meant  thnt  he  was  tuniecl 
proud  or  unknowin;?  of  himself.     Surely  the  opinion  which   I 
have  ever  had  of  my  lionl  (whereof  your  Majesty  is  iKJst  wit- 
ness) is  far  from  thnt.     But  my  meaning  was  plain  and  simple. 
That  his  Lonlship  muught  through  his  groat  fortune  be  the  less 
apt  to  cast  and  foresee  the  uufaithlulncss  of  friends  and  ma- 
lignity of  cuviers  and  accidents  of  times:  which  is  a  judgment 
(as  your  Majesty  knoweth  hotter  than  1)  that  the  best  authors 
make  of  the  Ixsst  and  licst  tem|)ered  spirits,  ut  9unt  res  humanm; 
insomuch  as  Guieciardine  maketh  the  same  judgment  (not  of 
a  particular  person)  but  of  the  wisest  state  of  Europe,  the  senate 
of  Veuioc,  at  one  time ;  when  he  saith,  their  pros|)erity  had 
made  them  secure  and  undcrweighers  of  jierils.     Therefore  I 
beseech  your  Majesty  to  deliver  me  in  this  from  any  the  least 
imputation  upon  my  dear  and  noble  Lord  and  friend. 

And  80  expecting  that  that  sun  which  when  it  went  from  us 
left  ns  cold  weather,  and  now  it  is  returned  towanls  us  hath 
brought  with  it  a  blessed  harvest,  will  when  it  cometh  to  ua 
disperse  all  mists  and  mistakings,  1  ever  rest 

Your  M's  most  humble 

bounden  and  faithful 

servant, 

Fh.  Bacon,  C.  S. 
Gorbambury,  this 
31  of  Aag.>  1017. 


k 

The  King  was  bv  this  time  as  far  as  Coventry  on  his  way  back 
from  Scotland,  and  both  Coke  and  Yclverton  had  gone  to  meet  him. 
Coko  had  arrived  first  and  been  well  received,'  and  on  the  8rd  of 
September  Yclverton  «eut  Bacon  a  full  and  coufidential  report  of 
the  state  of  things,  every  particular  of  which  was  of  so  much  im- 

*  I>»l«d  in  the  CnhaU^  from  which  Stq>Iiens  took  it,  "Julv  31**  \  sn  error  due, 
I  think,  to  tlie  tail  of  the  if  in  Oorlmmbury  •inking  f  hroii«rfi  the  «  in  Amg.  wad 
■Mking  it  look  verj  like  •^11/5.  Mr.  Gardiner  Ium  auticiputed  this  conroctiou  by 
eonjiviurv,  foividixl  on  tho  impuMibilil/  of  I  lie  other  date. 

<  Lake  to  Wiawood,  Vi  Aug.    S.  F.  voL  iciii.  no.  69. 
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portoncc  to  him  iii  ilio  way  of  warning,  that  in  «>nler  to  underaUuid 
his  poHition  it  will  bo  worth  while  to  read  the  whole. 


lify  rnont  wortliy  and  honourahic  Lord.* 

r  darD  not  think  my  journey  tmit,  hceansc  I  hare  with  murh  joy 

the  fare  of  my  maater.  the  King,  thoni^h  more  eloiided  towarda  me  than  I 

looked  for. 

k  Sir  Edward  Coke  hath  not  forborne  by  any  enyrine  to  heare  1»oih  ai 

I  your  Honour  and  at  myself;  and  he  workii  by  the  weif^htiest  inttniment, 

\  the  Earl  of  Buckinj^ham,  who  as  I  noe  sets  him  an  elose  to  him  aa  his 

shirt,  the  Karl  speaking;  in  Sir  Edward's  phrase,  and  aa  it  were  menacing 

in  his  spirit. 

My  Lord,  I  emboldened  myself  to  assay  the  temper  of  my  Lord  of 
BuckiuKham  to  myself,  and  found  it  very  ferrent,  misled  by  misinforroa* 
tion  whirh  yet  I  Gnd  he  embraced  as  truth,  aud  did  nobly  and  plainly  tell 
mo  he  would  not  secretly  bite,  but  whotuwer  had  had  any  interent  or 
tasted  of  the  opposition  to  his  brother's  marriage  he  would  an  openly  op« 
|H)ec  them  to  their  faees,  and  they  should  diseem  wliat  farour  be  had  by 
the  |H>wer  ho  iiould  use. 

In  the  passn^^c  between  him  and  me,  I  stood  with  much  confidenee  apoa 
thene  (grounds : 
^  Finit,  that  neither  your  Lordship  nor  myself  hnd  any  way  oppoaetl 

but  many  wnys  hnd  furtherc^d  the  fair  pOMia^i*  to  the  marriai;e. 

^^lTondly,  thiit  we  only  wished  the  manner  of  SirEdwanls  pmetHslinKa 
to  have  been  mure  teni|H*mte,  and  more  nearly  resembling  the  Karl*a 
sweet  dis|)0!<itiou. 

Thirdly,  that  the  chicfest  check  in  the  buMiiieM  was  Sir  Edward  him* 
self,  who  listened  to  no  advice,  who  wax  mo  transported  with  |mssion,  aa 
he  pur]M>8ely  declined  the  even  way  which  your  Lonlxhie  and  the  rest  of 
the  Tx>rds  left  both  him  his  lady  and  his  daughter  in. 

Fourthly,  I  was  bold  to  stand  u])on  my  ground,  and  so  I  said  I  knew 
your  Lordship  would,  that  these  were  slanders  which  were  brought  him 
of  us  both ;  and  that  it  stood  not  with  his  honour  to  give  credit  to  tliem. 

After  I  had  passed  these  straits  with  the  Earl,  leaving  him  leaning  atill 
to  the  first  relation  of  envious  and  odious  adversarica,  I  adventured  to  ap* 
proaoh  his  Majesly,  who  graciously  gave  mo  his  hand  to  kias,  but  inter* 
mixed  unthal  that  I  deserved  not  that  favour,  if  three  or  four  thing*  wero 
true  which  he  had  to  object  a;;ainst  me.  I  n'an  l>oId  to  crave  his  princely 
[  justice,  first  to  hear,  then  to  judgp,  which  ho  graciously  granted,  and 

said  ho  wished  I  could  clear  myself.  I  answered,  I  would  not  appeal  to 
his  mercy  in  any  of  the  poiiitSf  but  would  endure  the  sovereat  eeoaure  if 
any  of  them  were  true ;  whereupon  ho  said  he  would  reserve  hia  judg- 
ment till  ho  beard  me,  which  could  not  bo  then,  hia  otlior  occupationa 
pressed  him  so  much.  All  this  was  in  the  hearing  of  the  Earl ;  and  I 
protest  I  think  the  confidence  in  my  innocenoy  made  mo  depart  half 

*  Oibtoo  Piipen,  vol.  viii.  f.  74.    Orig.  own  hand. 
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juiitificd,  for  I  likcwine  kinflcd  his  Majesty's  hand  at  bis  departure,  and 
tliouch  out  of  his  ^Aco  he  rommanded  my  attendance  to  Warwick,  yet 
upon  my  suit  he  easily  inclined  to  give  me  the  choice  to  wait  on  him  at 
Wtndiior  or  at  London. 

Now,  my  Lord,  give  me  leave  out  of  all  my  afiectiona  that  shall  ever 
•crve  you,  to  intimate  touehini;  yourself: 

1st.  That  eveiy  courtier  is  acciuainted  that  the  Earl  professeth  openly 
Af^ainst  you  as  foi^etful  of  his  kindness,  and  unfaithful  to  him  in  your 
love  and  in  your  actions. 

2nd.  That  he  retumeth  the  shame  upon  himself,  in  not  listening  to 
counsel  that  dissuaded  liis  afleetion  from  you,  and  not  to  mount  you  so 
high,  not  forbearing  in  open  s])eech  (as  divers  have  told  me,  and  this 
bearer,  your  gentleman,  hath  heard  also)  to  tax  you,  as  if  it  were  an  inve- 
terate custom  with  you,  to  l>o  unfaithful  to  him  as  you  wore  to  the  Earla 
of  Essex*  and  Somerset. 

3rd.  That  it  is  too  common  in  every  man's  mouth  in  court,  that  your 
greatness  shall  be  abated,  and  as  your  tongue  hath  been  as  a  razor  to 
aome,  so  shall  theirs  be  to  you. 

4th.  That  there  is  laid  up  for  you,  to  make  your  burden  the  more 
grievous,  many  petitions  to  his  Majesty  against  you. 

My  Lord,  Sir  Edward  Coke,  as  if  ho  were  already  upon  his  wings, 
triumphs  exceedingly ;  hath  much  private  conference  with  his  Majesty  ; 
and  in  public  doth  offer  himself  and  thrust  upon  the  King  with  as  great 
boldness  of  speech  as  heretofore. 

It  is  thought  and  much  feared  that  at  Woodstock  ho  will  again  bo  ro« 
called  to  the  council  table;  forncither  are  the  Karl's  eyes  nor  his  thoughts 
ever  off  him. 

Sir  E«lward  Coke  with  murh  audacity  aftirmeth  his  daughter  to  be  most 
deeply  in  Ion*  with  Sir  •fohii  Villicrs,  that  the  contract  pretended  with 
the  Earl  is  couuterfcit,  and  the  letter  also,  that  is  pretended  to  come 
from  the  Earl. 

My  noble  Lonl,  if  I  were  worthy  being  the  meancHt  of  all  to  iuterposo 
my  weakness,  I  would  humbly  desire, 

1.  That  your  Lordship  fail  not  to  be  with  his  Majesty  at  Woodstock ; 
The  sight  of  you  will  fright  some. 

S.  TliMi  you  single  not  yourself  from  the  other  Lords,  but  justify  all 
the  proceedings  as  all  your  joint  acts ;  and  I  little  fear  but  yoa  pass  oon* 
^neror* 

3.  That  you  retort  the  clamour  and  noise  in  this  business  upon  Sir 
Edward  Coke,  by  the  violence  of  his  carriage. 

4L  That  you  seem  not  dismayed,  but  open  yourself  bravely  and  confi* 
dently,  wherein  you  can  excell  all  subjects  i  by  which  means  I  know  you 
ahall  amaie  some  and  daunt  others. 

I  have  abused  your  Lordship's  patience  long,  but  my  duty  and  affoc- 


I  It  ii  a  «ingular  thing  that  this  u  the  onlv  allusioa  to  the  old  charge  of  ingr^ 
titodr  lo  Kwex^mado  bv  a  eonteoiponuy,  cluring  Bacon's  liHob  and  a&r  the  pub- 
iMBAMk  of  his  **  Apc4ogy'^--that  I  have  ytl  BMt  with. 


t 

I 


I 
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tion  tovarcb  '$vox  Lordship  shftli  have  bo  end ;  bat  I  will  slall  with  your 
Honour  greater,  snd  roit  myself 

Your  Honour's  serraat, 

HniiT  Ybltsbtov. 
DAvnitiy,  Sqii.  S»  1617. 

I  bcsoccli  your  Lordship  bum  this  leltcr. 

A  day  or  two  later,  Bacon  got  aomo  further  light  aa  to  tho  atate 
of  the  weather  by  the  following  letter  from  Buckingham  hiniaelf 
conveying  the  Kind's  answer  to  hit  last. 

It  would  appear  from  the  first  sentence  that  some  of  his  own  let* 
tors  to  Buckingham  at  this  crisis  hare  been  lost;  for  there  are  none 
remaining  which  answer  tho  description. 

My  Lord,* 
I  hare  rroeivcd  so  many  lctU*n  lately  from  your  Lordship  that  I  can* 
not  amiwor  thcni  Kcrerally :  but  the  ground  of  them  all  being  only  this, 
tlint  your  Lonlship  feareth  I  am  so  inoonscd  against  you  that  I  will 
hearken  to  erery  information  that  is  made  uuto  me ;  this  one  letter  may 
well  make  answer  unto  thcni  all.  As  hin  Majesty  is  not  apt  to  giro  ear  to 
any  idle  report  against  men  of  your  place ;  so  for  myself  I  will  answer 
that  it  is  far  from  my  disiKwition  to  take  any  adranUge  in  that  kind ; 
and  for  your  Lordship's  unkind  dealing  with  mo  in  this  matter  of  my 
brothor*s,  time  will  try  all.  His  Majesty  hath  given  me  commandment 
to  make  this  answer  in  his  name  to  your  letter  to  him,  that  he  necdcth 
not  to  make  any  other  answer  to  you  than  that  whieh  in  that  letter  you 
make  to  yourself,  That  you  know  his  Majesty  to  be  so  judicious  that  what- 
soever ho  heareth.  he  will  keep  one  ear  open  to  you  \  whieh  being  in* 
deed  his  own  princely  disposition,  you  may  be  assured  of  his  gracious 
favour  in  that  kind.  I  will  not  trouble  your  Lordship  with  any  longer 
discourse  at  this  time,  being  to  meet  you  so  shortly,*  where  will  be  better 
trial  of  all  that  hath  passed  than  can  be  made  by  letters.    So  I  rest 

Your  Lordship's  at  oommand, 

G.  BucxmaaaM. 

Warwioki  Sspt  6. 

Such  was  the  disposition  in  which  tho  King  and  Buckingham  woro 
prepared  to  meet  Bacon.  But  he  had  the  advantage  of  a  case  in 
which  there  was  really  no  just  ground  of  complaint  whatever; 
unless  it  were  that  he  had  rufusod  to  acknowledge  the  right  of  a 
father  to  break  into  other  men's  houses  in  order  to  rescue  his 

'  Gibson  Papon,  vol.  viii.  f.  SSa      OriginaL     Docketed  in  Baoon's  hand, 
••  Biie.  ult.  6  Sep/* 
'  Ths  words  **  at  Woodstock"  followsd  I  but  a  lins  is  drawn  through  thssk 
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from  her  mother;*  for  he  had  not  interfered  otherwise, 
pt  bj  offering  adrieo  with  reosonfi,  and  those  he  had  not  pressed 
r  thej  had  been  heard  and  rejected.    Of  the  particulars  of  the 
vnocting  we  have  no  account  from  any  authority  that  can  be  trusted ; 
Weldon  does  not  in  my  opinion  deserve  to  bo  so  much  as  quoted, 
from  the  correspondence  which  has  been  preserved  1  gather  that 
pi-esently  after  the  King's  return  to  London  (which  was  on  the  15th 
of  September)  Bacon  desired  to  speak  with  hiui  about  a  matter  con- 
cerning his  own  safety,  suggested  by  a  case  tlicn  before  tbo  Council : 
mud  that  on  the  2Lst  or  22nd  of  September  he  had  an  interview  with 
Suckingham,  at  which  he  put  into  his  bands  u  note  of  what  he  wanted 
%o  say  to  the  King,  and  at  the  same  time  entered  into  explanations 
with  regard  to  himself.    The  result  will  api>ear  in  the  two  letters 
which  follow. 

For  tiir  King.^ 

Tliat  which  for  the  present  I  would  have  s|K>kcii  with  his 
lilajcsty  about,  was  a  matter  wherein  time  may  be  precious, 
being  upon  the  tcnderest  (loint  of  all  others.  For  though  the 
particular  occasion  may  be  despised,  (and  yet  nothing  ought  to 
be  despised  in  this  kindj  yet  the  counsel  thereuiK>n  1  conceive 
to  be  most  sound  and  necessary  to  avoid  future  |)eril8. 

Tlierc  is  an  examination  taken  within  these  few  days  by  Mr. 
Attorney  concerning  one  Baynton,  or  13<iynam,  (for  his  name  is 
not  yet  certain,)  attested  by  two  witnesses,  that  the  said  Bayn- 
ton, without  any  apparent  shew  of  l)eing  overcome  with  drink, 
(otherwise  than  so  as  mought  make  him  less  wary  to  keep 
aecrcts,)  said  that  he  had  licen  lately  with  the  King  to  petition 
him  for  reward  of  service,  which  was  denied  him,  whcreu|x>n 
it  was  twice  in  his  mind  to  have  killed  his  Majesty.  God  ever 
blesa  him.' 

'  TImt  Ihtt  WM  Uie  ml  com  wc  know  ii|>on  Coke's  own  authority.  In  his  letter 
to  Burkingham,  15  JuW,  IC17,  coniplaiiiiiig  of  the  order  to  proceed  against  him 
in  the  Star  Chamber,  he  juntifies  iii«  own  ])rocvedii)g  u)>on  two  grounds.  First,  ho 
fe*ml  that  the  King  might  suspect  him  of  eoniplieity  in  the  conrejing  awaj  of 
his  daughter  s  and  sceoudlj,  Hir  Kdmond  Withi|K>le  ivfusod  to  give  her  up  to  him 
when  be  demanded  lier.  Seo  Lord  Cnmpbeirs  Chief  Justices,  I.  288.  He  would 
not  haTe  held  himself  justified  in  bivukmg  the  door  if  ho  could  have  got  her  bv  a 
demand  i  but  he  did  iiold  liimself  justiAod  if  ho  could  not  get  her  otlierwiso. 
TIm  Star  Chamber  proceeding  waa  to  hare  tried  that  point  of  Uw. 

^  jG^ibaoD  F^kpen,  vol.  viiL  f.  75.  Cop/  or  fair  draft  in  Bacon*s  hand.  The  flj 
leaf  b  gone,  wit  there  ia  written  on  the  back  (in  the  later  liand  in  which  endorso- 
nents  are  nauaUj  inserted  when  there  ia  no  flj  leaf),  **  September  21.  To  rerive 
the  Oommitaion  of  SuiU.    For  the  Kmg.** 

*  llitt  amtenoe  is  written  between  the  lines  evidently  inserted  on  raading  the 
pspwoter. 
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The  man  w  not  yet  apprehended,  and  said  by  some  to  be  mad 
or  half  mad ;  which  in  my  opinion  in  not  the  1cm  dangerous ; 
for  such  men  commonly  do  moat  mischief,  and  the  manner  of 
the  speaking  imported  no  distraction. 

But  the  counsel  I  would  out  of  my  care  ground  hereupon  i», 
That  his  Majesty  would  revive  the  conimisttion  for  suits,  which 
huth  Ixniix  now  for  these  three  years  or  more  ill  laid  down.  For 
it  may  prevent  uuy  the  like  wicked  cogitation  which  the  devil 
may  put  into  the  mind  of  a  roarer  or  swaggerer  u|K>n  a  denial : 
and  besides  it  will  free  his  Majesty  from  much  importunity,  and 
save  his  coflTcrs  also.  For  I  am  sure  wlicn  1  was  a  commissioner, 
in  three  whole  years  si>ace  theie  passed  scarce  ten  suits  tliat  were 
allowed;  and  1  doubt  now,  u|)ou  his  Majesty's  coming  home 
from  this  journey,  he  will  l)e  niudi  troubled  with  petitions  and 
suits ;  which  niaketh  me  think  this  remedy  more  seasonable.  It 
is  not  meant  that  suits  gouerally  shouhl  fiass  that  way ;  but  only 
such  suits  as  his  Majesty  would  be  rid  ou. 

TUK  EaML  op  BcCKtKOUAM  TO  TUB  LoHD  KRBrEE.' 

My  Lord, 
I  have  mado  his  Majesty  acquninted  with  your  note  ronrcmiDg  that 
wicked  fellow *s  spccehca,  which  his  Majexty  contemncth,  as  is  umial  to  his 
f;reat  Hpirit  in  these  casca;  but  notwithstanding*  his  Majesty  is  pleased 
tlut  it  shall  be  exactly  tried,  whether  thin  foul-mouthcil  fellow  was  taken 
either  with  drunkenness  or  madness  when  ho  spake  it.  And  as  for  your 
Lordship's  adrice  for  setfing  up  a^ain  the  commissioners  for  auits,  his 
Majesty  saith  there  will  be  time  enough  for  thinking  upon  that  at  hta 
coming  to  Hampton  Court. 

But  his  Majesty's  direction  in  answer  of  your  letter  hath  given  me 
occasion  to  join  hereunto  a  discovery  unto  you  of  mine  inward  thoughts, 
proceeding  ui>on  the  discourse  you  bad  with  mo  this  day.  For  I  do  fn*t*l/ 
confess  that  your  offer  of  subminsion  unto  tne,  and  in  writing  (if  so  I  would 
have  it),  battered  so  the  unkindnesn  that  I  had  conceived  in  my  heart  for 
your  behaviour  towards  roc  in  uiy  absence,  as  out  of  tlie  sparks  of  my  old 
sifcction  towards  you  I  went  to  sound  his  Majesty's  intention  how  ho 
moans  to  behave  himself  towards  you,  specially  in  any  public  meeting ; 
where  I  found  on  the  one  part  his  Majesty  so  little  satisfied  with  your 
late  answer  unto  him,  which  he  counted  (for  I  protest  I  use  his  own  terms) 
confused  and  childish,  and  hia  rigorous  resolution  on  the  other .  part  so 
fixed  that  he  would  put  some  pubtio  exemplary  mark  upon  yon.  as  I  pro- 

*    Gibson  Papers,  vol.  fiiu  f.  865.      Copy  in  Bacon's  liand.    No  fly  leaf: 
^  iador«cd,  ss  usiial  in  that  vaso,  "  A  U*ttor  of  roconciliation  from  my  Lotd  BudoBf* 

luiui  «i(tor  kb  Migesty's  rviuru  from  fikotiand.'* 
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teftt  the  iiglti  of  bit  deep-conceived  indignation  quenched  my  passion, 
making  me  upon  the  instant  change  from  the  penon  of  a  party  into  a 
pcaoe-maker ;  to  as  I  was  forced  upon  my  knees  to  beg  of  bis  Majesty 
that  he  would  put  no  public  act  of  disgrace  upon  you.  And  as  I  dare  say 
no  o^hrr  pcrjc?  ikuuiu  ha«e  been  «;«** icntly  heard  in  this  suit  by  his  Majesty 
but  myself,  so  did  I  (though  not  without  difEculty)  obtain  thuH  much, 
That  he  would  not  »o  far  disable  you  from  the  merit  of  your  future  service, 
aa  to  put  any  particular  mark  of  disgrace  upon  your  person.  Only  thus 
far  his  Majesty  protesteth,  That  upon  the  conscience  of  his  office  he  cannot 
omit  (though  Uying  aside  all  passion)  to  give  a  kingly  reprimand  at  his 
first  sitting  in  council  to  so  many  of  his  councillors  as  were  then  here 
behind  and  were  actors  in  this  business,  for  their  ill  behaviour  in  it. 
Some  of  the  particular  errors  committed  in  this  business  ho  will  name,  but 
without  accusing  any  particular  persons  by  name. 

Thus  your  Lordship  seeth  the  fruits  of  my  natural  inclination  ;  and  I 
protest  all  this  time  past  it  was  no  small  grief  unto  me  to  hear  the  mouth 
of  so  many  upon  this  occasion  o])en  to  load  you  with  innumerable  malicious 
and  detracting  speeches,  as  if  no  music  were  more  pleasing  to  my  ears 
than  to  rail  of  you:  which  made  mo  rather  regret  the  ill  nature  of  man- 
kind, that  like  dogs  love  to  set  upon  him  tliat  they  see  once  snatched  at. 
And,  to  conclude,  my  Lord,  you  have  hereby  a  fair  occasion  so  to  make 
|i;ood  hereailer  your  reputation  by  your  sincere  service  to  his  Majesty,  as 
also  by  your  firm  and  constant  kindness  to  your  friends,  as  I  may  (your 
Lordship's  old  friend)  participate  of  the  comfort  and  honour  that  will 
thereby  oome  to  you.    Thus  I  rest  at  last 

Your  Lordship's  faithful  friend  and  servant. 

6.  B. 

The  force  of  our  old  kindness  hath  made  mo  set  down  this  in  writing 
unto  you,  which  some  that  have  deserved  ill  of  me  in  this  action  would 
be  glad  to  obtam  by  word  of  mouth,  though  tncy  be  far  enough  from  it 
for  ought  I  yet  sec.  But  I  beseech  your  Lordship  to  reserve  this  secretly 
to  yourself  only,  till  our  meeting  at  Hampton  Court,  lest  his  Majesty 
•faoiild  be  highly  offended  for  a  cause  that  I  know. 

To  THE  Earl  of  Buckinghau.^ 

My  ever  best  Lord,  now  better  than  yourself, 
Your  Lordship's  pen  or  rather  pencil  hath  pourtraycd 
towards  me  sueh  magnanimity  and  nobleness  and  true  kindnessi 
as  methinketh  I  see  the  image  of  some  aneient  virtue,  and  not 
any  thing  of  these  times.  It  is  the  line  of  my  life,  and  not  the 
lines  of  my  letter,  that  must  express  my  thankfulness :  wherein 
if  I  (ail,  then  Ood  fail  me,  and  make  me  as  miserable  as  I  think 
myself  at  this  time  happy  by  this  reviver,  through  his  Majesty's 

Fapsrsy  ?oL  viiL  t  7(1.    Copy  by  Meautys. 
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■ingular  clcmcncyy  aiiH  your  incompaniblc  love  and  favoar.  God 

preserve  yon,  prosper  you«  and  reward  you  for  your  kindneH  to 

Your  raised  and  infinitely  obliged  friend  and  servanki 

Fa.  Bacon.  C.  S. 
Sept  21. 1017. 


i. 


To  pretend  reconciliation  when  he  va^  not  reconciled  was 
the  vice  of  Buckingham  :  aud  considering  the  depth  of  the  offen 
which  ho  had  conceived  a;^ain»t  Bacon  for  hi«  conduct  real  or  sup* 
poaed,  and  the  violence  of  tho  enmity  v^hich  commonly  sueoecdcd  in 
him  to  a  renounced  friendship,  wo  may  believe  tliat  on  this  oecasoo 
ho  had  really  achieved  a  couMiderablo  victory  over  himself,  and  tliaA 
ho  deserved  moro  of  tho  credit  which  Bacon  gave  him  than  roiglift 
otherwise  s(M;m  to  be  his  due,  seeing  that  he  did  but  give  waj  whero 
ho  hnd  been  grossly  in  the  wrong.  But  when  a  man  is  disposed  to 
do  what  is  right,  it  is  well  to  make  it  as  agreeable  to  him  as  possible  ; 
and  Bacon  was  probably  well  advised  in  magnifying  the  favour,  aud 
consenting  to  receive  as  generosity  what  was  in  fact  nothing  moro 
than  justice. 

Buckingham  being  thus  pacified,  the  King,  whose  resentments 
though  lively  were  never  long  lived,  was  easily  persuaded  to  receive 
Bacon  back  int<i  favour,  an<l  the  old  relations  were  presently  re-esta- 
blished.    But  when  friends  liavo  once  qimrrelled,  they  never  can  be 
to  each  other  quite  what  they  were  bi'fore.     During  tho  quarrel  they 
see  each  other  with  different  eyes  and  learn  to  construe  matters  in 
less  favourable  senses.    Thus  they  come  to  know  many  things  which 
they  did  not  know  before,  aud  which  no  reconciliation  can  make 
them  forget.    All  this  had  happened  within  six  months  of  the  time 
when  Bacon  8too<l  highest  in  the  favour  of  both  ;  and  lie  had  done 
nothing  to  descTve  it.     It  was  impossible  for  him  henceforward  to 
forget  how  precarious  a  possession  their  friendship  and  favour  wiia, 
and  how  little  ho  could  depend  for  its  conthiuance   upon  eitlicr 
diligence,  or  ability,  or  fidelity,  or  even  upon  the  most  anxious  and 
affectionate  solicitude  for  tkrir  good.     With  this  difference  however, 
things  returned  into  their  old  course:   and  the  memorial  which 
follows  of  business  to  be  done  at  the  King's  first  meeting  with  his 
Council  shows  no  traces  of  the  storm  which  had  so  nearly  thrown 
the  whole  business  of  the  Council  into  other  hands.*    It  bears  no 
date,  but  must  Imve  been  written  a  little  before  tho  27th  of  Septem- 
ber, if  the  letter  from  the  Council  to  the  King  u|)on  the  state  of  faia 

*  In  St«p)iens*t  eatftlogue  I  find  among  iho  lettort  from  Toby  If  attkeir  to 
Bacon  tho  Allowing  onirj  "  28  Sop.  1617.-- In  deapight  of  mj  hsiid.~Congnilu* 
lating  Ilia  doUvoiwnoe  from  s  •torm." 
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^'^^        rcrrniio  (S.  P.  Doin.  vol.  xoili.  no.  00)  ia  riglitly  roforn*H  by  flio 
ns'w        Calendarer  to  tliat  datt*. 

* 

.^  A    MKMOKIA1.    rOR   YOUR    MAiKSTY.^ 

Altlioiigli  I  (loiilit  nut  Init  your  Majonty's  own  memory  and 
earu  of  your  afTairs  will  put  you  in  mind  of  all  tilings  convenient 
agaiust  you  hIioH  meet  with  your  Council,  yet  some  particulars  I 
thought  it  not  unfit  to  represent  unto  your  Majesty;  because 
tlicy  (lasiictl  the  labour  of  your  Council. 

I.  Some  time  l)eforc  your  dc|>arturc,  here  was  delivered  unto 
yon  by  the  officers  of  your  KxchequcT  a  computation  of  your 
revenue  and  ex  pence,  wherein  was  expressed  that  your  revenue 
ordinary  was  not  only  equal  to  your  exi)cncC|  but  did  somewhat 
exceed  it,  though  not  much. 

In  this  point,  because  the  half  year  will  now  be  expired  at 
Michaelmas,  it  shall  be  fit  that  your  Majesty  call  to  account 
whether  that  equality  hath  held  for  this  half  year ;  and  if 
not,  what  the  causes  have  been,  and  whether  the  course 
prcscriljed  hath  been  kept,  that  the  ordinary  expcnce  hath 
been  lx>nie  out  of  the  ordinary  revenue  and  the  extraor- 
dinary only  out  of  such  money  as  hath  come  in  by  ex* 
traonlinary  means,  or  else  your  state  cannot  clearly 
ap|)ear. 

II.  To  maintain  this  equality,  and  to  cause  your  Majesty's 
fitate  to  subsist  in  some  reascmablc  manner  till  further  supply 
might  be  had,  it  was  found  to  be  necessary  that  200,000/.  of 
your  Majesty's  most  pregnant  and  pressing  debts  should  l)e 
iltscharged;  and  after  consideration  of  the  means  how  to  do 
that,  two  ways  were  resolved  on.  One  that  100,000/.  should  be 
discharged  to  the  fanners  of  your  customs  by  25,000/.  yearly, 
they  having  for  their  security  ])Ower  to  dcfalke  so  much  of  their 
rent  in  their  own  hands :  but  liecausc  if  that  should  be  defalked, 
then  your  ordinary  should  want  of  so  much,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  fanners  should  be  paid  the  25,000/.  yearly  in  the  sale  of 
woods. 

In  this  point  it  is  fit  for  your  Majesty  to  be  informed  what 
hath  been  done,  and  whether  order  hath  been  taken  with 
the  farmers  for  it,  and  what  debts  were  a<«signed  to  them  so 

'  Stepli0iit*0  Moond  ooUeotkm,  p.  68.    From  tbe  ofiginal. 
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to  iliscltargc :  for  of  the  |iarticular8  of  that  oourac  1  iicvc^r 
heard  yet. 
And  Ixscause  it  is  apparent  that  the  woodfalln  this  year  do  not 
amonnt  to  half  that  sum  of  25,0()0/.  your  Majci«ty  ia  to  |i^vo 
charge  that  conaideration  l)c  had  how  the  same  ahall  be  auppliccl 
by  some  other  extraordinary  for  the  present  year,  or  else  here 
will  follow  a  fracture  of  the  whole  a.s.signiaents. 

IttM,  Your  Majesty  may  please  to  call  for  infonnatiou  how 
that  money  raised  u|K)n  the  w<x)<l«i  is  employe<l,  so  mucli  as 
is  already  received,  and  to  be  wary  that  no  |iart  hereof  be 
sufrorcMl  to  {(o  for  extrsionlinarics,  but  to  be  employed  only 
for  the  use  for  which  it  is  assigned,  or  else  a  greater  rupture 
will  follow  in  your  assignments. 
Item,  A  special  consideration  is  to  l)e  had  what  course  shall  be 
taken  for  the  rest  of  the  years  with  the  wood  sales,  for  supply 
of  this  25,000/.  yearly. 
III.  The  other  hundred  thousand  pound  was  agreed  to  be 
borrowed,  and  an  allotment  made  by  my  Lords  of  the  Council  at 
the  table,  how  the  same  should  Y)e  im  ployed,  and  for  what  special 
services,  whereof  I  deliver  to  your  Majesty  herewith  a  copy. 
In  which  |)oiut  it  may  please  your  Majesty  to  cause  yourself 
to  Ix;  informed  how  that  allotment  hath  been  observed,  and 
because  it  is  likely  that  a  good  part  of  it  hath  gone  towanls 
the  charges  of  this  your  journey  to  Scotland  (at  least  so  it 
is  paid),  your  Majesty  is  to  call  for  the  particulars  of  that 
charge,  that  you  may  sec  how  much  of  that  hundred  thou«^«u 
sand  it  takcth  up. 
And  then  consideration  is  to  l)e  had  how  it  may  be  supplied 
with  some  extraordinary  comings  in,  as  namely  the  moneys  to 
come  from  the  Merchant  Adventurers,  that  the  same  be  allotted 
to  none  other  use,  but  to  perform  this  allotment,  that  so  the 
foundation  laid  may  be  maintained,  or  else  all  will  be  to  seek ; 
and  if  there  be  any  other  extraordinary  means  to  come  to  your 
Majesty,  that  they  may  be  reserved  to  that  use. 

And  because  care  must  be  had  to  keep  your  credit  in  Loudou^ 
for  this  money  borrowed,  your  Majesty  may  please  to  call  for  in- 
formation  what  is  done  in  the  matter  of  the  forests,  and  what 
sum,  and  in  what  reasonable  time,  is  like  to  l)e  made  thereof. 

The  extraordinarics  which  it  is  like  will  be  allodgcd  for  this 
year: 
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Your  ^fajesty's  journey  into  Scotland. 

The  Lord  Hay's  employment  into  France. 

The  Lord  Roos  into  Spain. 

The  Baron  de  Tour  extraordinary  from  Franee. 

Sir  John  Bcnnet  to  the  Archduke. 

The  enlarging  of  your  park  at  Theobalds. 

Sir  John  Digby's  sending  into  Spain. 

Of  all  which  when  your  Majesty  hath  seen  an  catimute  what 
tlicy  amount  unto,  and  what  money  hath  been  already  delivered 
towards  them,  wliich  1  fear  will  fall  to  lie  out  of  the  moneys  bor- 
rowed at  London;  then  is  it  to  1)0  considered  what  extraor- 
diuaries  arc  any  ways  to  come  in,  which  may  supply  these  ex- 
traordinaries  laid  out^  and  Ix;  employed  for  the  uses  for  which 
the  moneys  borrowed  were  intended. 

The  issue  of  all  this  turmoil  may  be  thus  summed  up. 

Coke  got  what  he  wanted,  though  he  had  been  obliged  to  pay 
higher  for  it  than  he  liked :  On  the  28th  of  iScpteinbcr  he  was  re- 
stored to  the  Council  table.  The  Villicrses  also  got  what  they 
wantetl :  On  the  20th  Sir  John  married  a  young  lady  with  a  large 
portion.  But  the  game  had  gone  altoi^cthcr  against  Lady  Ilatton. 
She  had  not  only  failed  to  brins  her  husband  into  the  Star  C^hamber, 
and  to  save  her  daughter  from  a  marriage  which  she  (Lady  II.)  dis- 
liked :  but  she  won  threatened  witli  prosecution  herself.  For  the 
precontract  with  the  Earl  of  Oxford  proved  to  be  a  fiction,  and  the 
eircumstances  cf  the  abduction  brought  her  within  danger  of  the 
Court.  *'  I  have  full  cause  *'  said  Cuke,  writing  to  Buckingham  on 
ilie  15th  of  July  *Mo  bring  all  the  confederates  into  the  8tar 
Chamber,  for  conveying  away  my  child  out  of  my  house.**  And 
before  he  had  been  a  fortnight  at  the  Council  Board  again,  steps  were 
taken  for  this  object.  Lady  I  Fatten,  says  Chamberloin  writing  on 
the  11th  of  October,  **liea  still  at  Sir  W.  Craven*s,  crazy  in  body 
and  sick  in  mind.  There  is  a  commission  to  the  Lord  Keeper,  the 
Lord  Archbishop,  Secretary  Winwood,  and  I  know  not  who  else,  to 
examine  her  of  conspiracy,  disobedience,  and  mony  other  misdemea- 
nors, and  to  proceed  against  her  according  as  they  shall  find  cause, 
but  her  sickness  stands  her  in  some  stead  for  the  time :  and  if  she 
come  again  to  herself  it  may  be  that  in  space  there  will  grow  grace. 
But  sure  she  is  in  a  wrong  way  now,  and  so  animated  towards  her 
bpsband  that  it  is  verily  thought  she  would  not  care  to  ruin  herself 
to  overthrow  him.**    It  seems  however  that  she  had  not  formally 
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refused  bcr  consent  to  the  marringc,^  and  she  had  one  great  caril 
still  in  her  hand.  She  mi«;ht  be  sciitiiiccd  and  fined  in  the  Star 
Clioiiiber,  but  she  could  not  be  cout|»ellcd  to  settle  her  forianc  on 
the  bride.  This  was  to  be  obtained  by  snothor  course  of  treatment : 
atul  by  the  end  of  October  we  (3 ltd  tliat  she  wss  sgnin  in  farour. 
"  For  the  King  coming  to  town  yesterday  ** — so  Chambortsin  «rito< 

.  on  the  3lst  of  October — "  it  was  told  nic  that  the  Earl  of  Buekiu*;- 

'  ham  meant  to  go  himself  and  fetch  her  as  it  were  in  pomp  from  Sir 

AVilliani  CraveuV  (where  ithe  hath  bci*u  so  long  committed)  and 
bring  her  to  the  King,  who  up^^n  a  letter  of  her  subiiiiHsicm  is  ;;ra* 
ciounly  nflcctcd  towards  her.  But  snother  cause  is  that  seeing  her 
yielding  and  as  it  wore  won  to  give  altowanco  to  the  late  marriage^ 
he  will  give  her  all  the  contentment  and  countenance  he  can  in  hope 
of  the  great  ))ortion  shu  may  bcstoA*  upon  her.  For  there  is  little 
or  nothing  more  to  bo  looked  for  from  Sir  Edward  Coke,  who  hath 

I  redeemed  tho  land  ho  had  allotted  his  daughter  for  20,000/.  so  tliat 

they  haro  already  had  30,000/.  of  him  paid  down.**' 

The  marriage  proved  in  tho  end  unfortunate;  and  that  in  a 
tragical  degree.    But  I  cannot  think  that  the  ismuo  can  bo  justly  laid 

rf  to  the  charge  of  those  who  brought  it  about.     I  tiud  no  reason  for 

supposing  that  the  young  lady  showed  any  aversion  to  her  husband 
or  that  her  fancy  was  set  u|K>n  any  body  eUe.  To  please  her  mother, 
she  was  ready  to  acknowledge  a  precontract  with  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
which  was  not  a  fact :  to  please  her  father,  she  was  ready  to  beg  licr 

I  mother's  consent  to  her  marriage  with  Sir  John  Villiers :  while  to 

please  herself,  it  was  rumoured  at  tho  time,  she  would  have  prefom  d 
Sir  Rob.  Howard;'  with  whom  it  is  true  that  she  did  afterwards 
elope.    But  I  do  not  imaj^iue  that  any  one,  looking  forward,  had  a 

I  right  to  apprehend  any  worse  consequences  than  such  as  commonly 

follow  from  what  is  commonly  thouglit  a  ''good**  marriage, — a 
marriage  of  wealth  to  greatness. 

*  *'  It  is  paid  that  tho  mothcr't  content  wss  obtained  ;  ilie  iadj  protest inir  tlwt 
hownoevcr  sho  liked  Sir  John  bettor  than  sny  other  whstsoover,  yet  site  desired  to 

J.  keep  a  solemn  promise  uisde  to  her  niuilier,  not  to  marry  any  niaii  witlioul  laer 

!>  eonHcnt.'*    Adam  Kowton  to  Sir  T))om.is  Tiiekering  t  80  (mindAted  SS)  Septemhn*, 

'  1A17.    Court  and  Times  of  James  1.  vol.  ii.  p.  84. 

<  8. 1>.  Tol.  xciiL  no.  168. 

*  '*  If  it  be  as  is  said,  both  another  and  daughter  sto  far  enough  from  it,  and  havo 
another  aim  at  a  younger  son  of  the  Lord  Traasarer's.'*  Cbamberiain  U>  Carlcion, 
19  July,  1017. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 
A.D.  1617-18.    October-March,     jitat.  57. 

1. 

Till  rocoDciliation  was  foIlowc<l  by  a  long  courec  of  calm  wcntlier,  in 
which  Bacon'*  scn'iccs  were  graciously  accepted  both  by  Bucking- 
ham and  the  King,  and  no  misunderstandings  arose.     That  this  was 
purchased  by  a  promise  or  a  practice  of  unconditional  compliance 
with  all  Buckingham's  huniourd,  is  a  thing  obvious  to  conjecture  and 
easy  to  assi^rt ;  but  1  find  nothing  in  the  tone  of  the  correspondence 
on  either  side  which  indicates  any  such  alteration,  nor  would  it  have 
been  like  Buckingham,  if  I  understand  his  character  rightly,   to 
make  up  a  quarrel  upon  such  a  condition.     If  ho  had  continued  to 
believe  that  Bacon  had  done  him  wrong  ho  would  have  continued 
openly  to  resent  it.    It  was  willing  co-operation,  not  servile  com- 
pliance, that  ho  expected  from  his  friends,  and  I  think  he  was  too 
proud  to  accept  service  which  he  had  reason  to  believe  reluctant  or  in- 
sincere.   But  Bacon,  as  soon  as  ho  had  an  opportunity  of  tpcaking 
to  him,  convinced  him — a  thing  the  more  easily  done  because  it  was 
certainly  true — tliat  he  had  meant  all  along  to  serve  and  not  to  cross 
him :  and  it  is  quite  in  accordance  with  all  wo  know  othenvise  of 
Buckingham's  character  that,  being  onco  convinced  of  that,  ho 
should  treat  as  cancelled  an  offence  which  had  not  been  committed. 
The  only  things  so  far  as  I  know,  which  may  seem  to  countenance 
the  suspicion  that  some  unworthy  compact  of  compliance  was  the 
condition  of  Bacon's  restoration  to  favour,  is  the  fact  that  among 
the  very  many  letters  which  Buckingham  hod  to  write  to  him  on 
matters  of  public  business — for  it  was  through  the  Favourite  that  the 
King  oommonly  corresponded  with  the  Lord  Keeper-^there  are 
some  written  on  his  own  account  in  favour  of  parties  having  suits  in 
CUneery ;  and  that  such  letters  came  more  frequently  after  the  re- 
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oQDciliaiioa  than  beforo.  Their  greater  frequeney  alW  the 
ciliatioQ  is  eaailjr  accounted  for;  and  indeed,  unlets  they  had  been 
discontinued  altogether,  it  could  bardlj  have  been  otherwise.  After 
the  reconciliation  was  after  the  return  of  tlio  Court  to  Engbuid. 
During  the  few  months  that  lUicon  had  held  the  seals  when  the  inia- 
undcnstaiiding  aroflc,  Buckingham  being  awaj  in  8cotlsnd  had  been 
comparatively  fret?  from  tlio  im|>ortuiiity  of  Huitors.  When  ho  was 
in  London,  or  at  any  of  the  ordiiuiry  resorts  of  Uio  Court,  everybody 
.  who  hud  a  suit  in  (linucory  and  access  in  |)crBon  or  through  a  frifod 
to  hiff  ear  would  be  urgent  for  a  letter  of  roeonunendation ;  and 
Huckingham,  who  though  touchy  and  resentful  was  aifable  and  good> 
natured, — 

**  Lofty  and  tour  to  those  wlio  loved  him  not. 
But  to  Ukmo  mea  thst  aouglit  him  twoet  st  •ummor,'* — 

would  naturally  (being  also  very  young  and  inexperienced)  take  tbe 
course  which  gave  least  trouble  to  himself  and  most  satisfaction  to 
the  suitor :  he  would  direct  his  secretary  to  draw  up  a  letter  for  hia 
signature  in  the  usual  form.  The  usual  form  was  a  rccoromcndatioii 
of  the  cause  to  the  Lord  Keeper  so  far  as  might  staud  with  justice 
and  equity,  or  words  to  that  efloct.  But  the  words  aro  of  no  import- 
ance, as  they  might  bo  meant  to  pass  for  words  and  nothing  more. 
The  material  question  is,  whether  those  letters  were  in  fact  meant 
by  Buckingham  or  allowed  by  Bacon  to  interfere  in  any  way  with 
the  course  of  justice.  I  do  not  think  that  any  reason  can  bo  given 
for  thinking  that  they  were.  Lord  Campbell  indeed  in  the  earlier 
editions  of  his  life  of  Bacon  supplied  a  circumstance  which,  if  correct^ 
might  have  been  thought  to  tend  that  way.  llo  discovered  a  change 
in  the  character  of  these  letters,  "ii/jfrt/,**  he  said,  Buckingham 
'*UBed  the  qualification  'so  far  as  may  stand  with  justice  and 
equity'  .  .  .  but  he  ff/?tfrioardf  omitted  these  decent  forms  and  pretty 
plainly  intimated  that  be  was  to  dictate  the  decree."  Being  re* 
minded  however  that  the  dates  did  not  bear  out  this  observation  ;^ 
that  the  change  was  really  in  the  opposite  direction,  the  omission  of 
the  qualifying  clause  being  /cm  frequent  "afterwards"  than  "at 

I  •«  We  And  thst  of  thirty  IctUrt  sddretscd  by  Buckinghsm  to  Bsoon  in  §Kfom 
of  psKiet  who  hsd  raiU  befora  Idm, — and  we  can  Aod  no  moro,-- there  «rie^ 

Wiikomt  WUk 
•ooh  clause.                             eubh  dsuw. 

In  1617        ....        3  ...  .  4 

1C18        ....        6  ...  .  8 

1619  ....        1  ...  .  4 

1620  ....        0  ...  .  8 
1621 1  .        .        .  •  0 

'« We  find  s1m>  thst  of  the  lix  csact  in  1618  in  which  the  qiulifying  elsnee  k 
omitted,  one  oontaini  thanks  for  the  psine  which  Bscon  lisd  taken  in  bearing  s 
cauae  which  hsd  gone  a^MMi  the  party  in  whoae  favour  Buckingham  wrileei 

a2 
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first;*'  for  that  among  Buckingham's  letters  of  this  nature  those 
which  contained  no  qualif  jiug  clause  were  in  the  firdt  year  as  three 
to  four ;  in  the  second,  as  three  to  eight ;  while  in  the  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth  they  di8ap|)oared  entirely  ;^  ho  was  induced  at  last  to  give 
up  the  circumstance  of  time,  which  he  had  introduced  hy  way  of 
support  to  the  imputation  which  followed ;  leaving  iiie  imputation  to 
Btand  by  itself  unsu])portcd.' 

That  these  letttrs  passed  without  remonstrance — that  is,  that  no 
record  of  any  remonstrance  has  come  down  to  us  (and  it  must  be 
remembered  that  we  should  never  have  hoard  of  the  letters  them- 
Bclvea  if  Bacon  had  put  them  in  the  fire) — does  not  appear  to  me  to 
justify  the  inference  which  J^ord  Campbell  seems  to  have  drawn  from 
the  fact.  AKsuming,  in  defiauce  ul*  all  probability,  that  they  wero 
**  paid  fi>r**  by  the  particH,  he  concludes  that  in  the  absence  of  any 
record  of  remonstrance  "  Buckingham  and  (hose  who  paid  /or  (hem 
must  have  believed  that  they  wore  ofTectual."  If  the  real  object  of 
thcMO  letters  was,  as  1  suppose  it  was^  not  to  influence  Bacon*8  judg- 
ment but  to  satisfy  the  friends  who  asked  for  them,  and  if  Jiucou 
understood  them  so,  remonstrance  was  not  called  for  on  the  ground 
of  any  real  interference  with  justice ;  and  any  remonstrance  that  he 
might  think  it  expedient  to  make  on  the  ground  that  the  practice 
was  a  bad  one,  could  be  much  better  and  more  efiectually  made  in 
{lersonal  conference  than  by  letter ;  in  which  case  no  record  would 
remain.  For  my  own  part  therefore,  before  I  believe  either  that 
Buckingham  desired  or  that  Bacon  allowed  him  to"  dictate  decrees," 
I  must  have  some  better  reason  for  suspecting  it.  But  the  reader 
shall  judge  for  himself.  It  is  not  pretended  that  there  is  any 
evidence  beyond  what  is  supplied  by  the  letters  themselves;  and 

another  a»kf  mrreljr  that  the  pnrtj  may  haro  a  fortnight^s  frredom  from  re»trnint 
(under  eccurity  to  givo  hiniMlf  up  at  the  end  of  the  time)  that  lio  may  follow  hin 
l-U9iii<*M  in  peraon  ;  and  a  tin'rd  ni«k»  only  for  '  n  full  arbitration  and  a  Hnal  end  :' 
— that  the  one  aueh  letter  in  1019  nsk«  only  that  Baeon  will  himteff  examine  into 
llio  caicof  a/ortir^wer,  who  waa  iierplexed  by  the  vhiDing  of  hia  eauae  from  court 
to  court :— and  that  tlio  one  in  1G21  asks  only  for  **a  full  and  fair  hearing  and 
•pcrdj  de^pateh." 

"  Aa  for  any  dictation  of  decrw$,  we  find  no  hint  of  such  a  thing  in  any  of 
tlirm.'*— £j-amiifer,  25  Dec.  1852. 

*  Companion  to  the  R  lilway  K<litif  ii  of  Lord  Campboira  Life  of  Bacon,  by  a 
lUilway  Header,  (18&3)  p.  73. 

'  In  italateat  and  final  bIui)ic,  the  whole  |mi>9:ige  standa  thus.  *'  Few  causes  of 
any  importnne**  were  al>out  to  eomo  to  a  hearing;  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in 


which  ha  did  not  write  to  the  Judge  in  faTour  of  either  of  the  parties.  Ue  at 
IVmeaiued  the  trani«)Hirfnt  qualiGcation  *  so  far  as  may  stand  with  justice  and 
equity,'  or '  ao  far  as  your  Lordship  ma?  see  him  grounded  ujwn  equity  and  rea- 
aon/— and  in  a  chari^  suit  lie  would  pledge  himself  that  the  defendants  charged 
with  breach  of  trust,  *  di-sircd  only  the  honour  of  their  ancestor's  gift ;'  but  he 
iS/Tea  emtiretg  oniUed  these  decent  forma,  and  pretty  plainly  hinted  that  he  was 
to  dictata  the  deerra."  Uwm  of  the  Lord  ChancoUors,  4th  edition.  1857. 
YoL  If*,  p.  91. 
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though  letters  addressed  (o  Bacon,  where  they  throw  no  light  upon 
his  life  or  eorrcspondcncOy  do  not  properly  belong  to  this  coUectioo. 
jet  as  tliese  will  not  take  up  much  room,  and  as  the  imputation  is  a 
Terj  fcnyfo  ono — perhaps  the  gniTest  of  all  that  haro  been  made 
against  his  judicial  character — I  have  thought  it  better  to  print  them 
all  in  their  places. 

2. 

The  correti|M>ndence  which  follows  relates  to  a  variety  of  subjects, 
hut  beini;  rt*nd  in  order  will  for  the  most  part  bo  found  suflScientlj 

intelligible. 

To  TUK   IjOBD  KKKrKK.* 

My  hoW'  lionl. 
Wlic'u  hi*  Ma*'  |Mi»Ncd  throu);h  Lancashire  he  hxikod  u|h>ii  i^ir  Ki«*har\l 
IIauf;hlon*H  allum  work^i,  and  hy  (hat  K*iH>rt  which  was  I  lien  made  unto 
him,  he  jud);tHl  it  fit  to  take  them  into  his  own  hsnd«.  But  liceau^  hi« 
Ma'^  would  do  nothing  hut  ui>on  good  ground,  he  hfltli  rommAndod  mr  to 
ffi^nify  his  plensure  unto  your  \^  to  direct  a  conuniMioii  to  such  gentle- 
men in  the  country  ns  you  shall  think  fit  to  take  a  view  of  them,  and  ujion 
a  due  examination  of  the  psrticulani  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  rahic  and 
clear  profit  of  them,  that  thenrupun  he  may  take  such  further  resolution  as 
his  aerrico  shall  require*.  The  haste  thai  is  made  of  this  business  is  upon 
pretence  to  do  8ir  Gilbert  llaughton  good,  for  whom,  lest  I  should  mis- 
take anything  in  the  letter,  it  msy  please  your  Lo^  to  tnke  fuller  infer* 
mation  of  the  business.    And  so  I  rest 

W  Lor  lervant, 

G.   BUCKIIIOUAII. 
Royston,  tlic  •!  of 
October,  1617. 

To  THE  Lord  Kbbpsb.'' 

My  ho"«  Lord, 
I  have  acquainted  his  Ma*'  with  your  Lo^'  letter,  and  the  draught 
of  the  ordinance,  wliich  he  will  take  time  to  peruke,  snd  return  it  back 
again  to  you  with  full  signification  of  his  pleasure  therein.  Ilis  Ma*' 
commanded  me  to  give  your  I^o^  thanks  for  your  care  of  his  service  and 
estate.  The  other  things  which  you  mention  in  your  letter  will  not  bo 
expected  till  you  be  ready  to  send  them.    And  so  with  mine  own  thanks 

»  Lnnitd.  MSS.  03.  f.  180.  OnR.  Socn»tary*«  hsml.  Docketed  in  Mi-wityn's 
hand,  ••  4  Oct.  1017.  Tlie  Karl  of  Utickiughuni  to  your  Lp.  touching  Sir  Rich, 
llouffhton's  Aliom  Mines." 

<  Lautd.  MSS.  03.  f.  lUl.  Orig.  Docketed  by  Mcautjs,  **  Octob.  Otb,  1617. 
Tho  £arl  of  Buck"  to  yo'  Lu^  signifying  hit  Ma.  good  acceptance  of  yo'  Lo''* 
cure  of  his  Bcrrioo  and  estate." 
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for  your  faroiurmblo  aod  quick  despatch  of  Sir  Gilbert  Haugbton's  buai- 
aesf,  I  rest 

Yo'  Lo'**  most  assured 

friend  and  serrant, 

G.  Buckingham. 

Boyston  tlio  8  of 
October,  1017. 


The  ordinanoe  here  mentioned  was  for  the  constitution  of  l^e- 
portcrs  of  law  coses, — tho  appointment  of  "  some  grave  and  sound 
lawyers,  with  some  honourable  stipend,  to  be  reporters  for  the  time 
to  come/* — wliich  Bacon  had  recommended  in  his  ''Proposition 
touching  the  compiling  .and  amendment  of  the  Lr.w8  of  England,*' 
when  ho  was  Attorney  General,  and  concerning  which  ho  after* 
wards  noted  in  the  margin  of  his  manuscript,  that  he  **  obtained  it 
of  the  King  after  he  was  Chancellor."  8ee  above^  p.  60,  and  below, 
p.  2Gk 

Tho  case  of  eommendam  mentioned  in  the  next  letter  was  probably 
the  same  which  was  the  subject  of  the  act  of  Council  in  June  IGIG. 
^ee  chapter  ix.  of  the  last  volume.  It  was  not  expected  at  that  time 
that  judgment  could  be  given  in  it  before  Easter- term  10 17,  and  I 
suppose  unforeseen  causes  of  delay  carried  it  over  the  long  vacation. 

Tho  "  cause  of  tho  Egcrtons  *'  was  a  disputed  will ;  a  capricious 
testator  having  lefl  his  property  away  from  his  own  children  to  a 
spendthrilt  cousin.  '*  The  will  had  recently  been  declared  valid,  but 
the  two  parties,  unwilling  to  prosecute  the  matter  further  in  a  com- 
mon law  court,  begged  the  King  to  refer  it  to  Bacon's  arbitration.*'^ 


To  THE  Earl  op  Buckinoham.^ 

My  very  good  Lord, 

It  may  please  your  Lordship  to  let  his  Majesty  understand. 
That  I  hare  spokcu  with  all  the  Judges,  signifying  to  them  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  touching  the  commendams.  They  all  una 
voce  did  re>affirm,  that  his  Majesty's  powers,  neither  the  power 
of  the  Crown,  nor  the  practised  power  by  the  Archbishop,  as 
well  in  the  commendam  ad  recijnendum,  aa  the  commendam  ad 
reiinendum,  arc  intended  to  Ik  touched  ;  but  that  the  judgment 
it  built  U|xm  the  particular  defects  and  informalities  of  this 

'  Gardiner :  P.  Charkt  and  tlie  Sponuh  nuirringe.   Vol.  i.  p.  431. 
*  Gibton  Papers,  t«L  Tiii.  f.  77.    Copy  by  Metutyt.    No  fly  leaf.    Indoned 
in  Um  iimal  hand,  **  To  the  Duko  of  Buck,  oonocniing  Commendamt.'* 
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commendam  now  Iwforc  tlicm.  They  received  with  mudi  com- 
fort that  hill  Majesty  took  so  well  at  their  hands  the  former 
stay,  and  were  very  well  content  and  desirous  that  when  jnclg- 
ment  is  given  there  be  a  faithful  re|x>rt  made  of  the  reason 
thereof. 

Tlie  accounts  of  the  summer  Circuits,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Lent  Circuit,  shall  1x2  ready  against  his  Majesty's  coming. 
They  will  also  be  ready  with  sonic  account  of  their  labours  con- 
ceniing  Sir  Kdwanl  Coke's  Reporit,  wherein  I  told  them  liin 
Majesty's  meaning  was  not  to  disgrace  the  (icrson  but  to 
rectify  tiie  work,  as  having  in  his  royal  contemplation  rather 
posterity  than  the  present. 

The  two  {Mints  touching  the  peace  of  the  middle  shires,  I  have 
put  to  a  consult  with  sonic  selected  Judges. 

The  cause  of  the  Egcrtons  I  have  put  off  and  shall  presently 
enter  into  the  treaty  of  accord  according  to  his  Majesty's  com- 
mandment, which  is  well  tasted  abroad  in  rcs|)ect  of  his  oompas- 
i  sion  towanis  those  ancient  families. 

God  ever  preserve  and  prosper  your  Lordship,  aooording  to 
the  faithful  and  fcr^'cnt  wishes  of 

Your  Lordship's  true  fricndi 

and  devoted  servant, 

Fh.  Bacon. 

York  house,  October 
11,1617. 

To  THE  Earl  or  Buckingham.^ 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  have  reformed  the  ordinance  according  to  his  Majesty's 
!  corrections,  which  were  very  material.     And  for  the  first  of 

phrasis  non  placet,  I  understand  his  Majesty,  nay  further,  I 
^  understand  myself  the  better  for  it.     1  send  your  Lonlship 

therefore  six  privy  seals,  for  every  court  will  look  to  have  their 
several  warrant.  I  send  also  two  bills  for  letters  patents  to  the 
two  reporters.  And  for  the  ixirnons  I  send  also  four  names, 
with  my  commendations  of  those  two  for  which  I  will  answer 

i.  I  Oibion  Papcr»,  vol.  viii.  f.  78.    Copy  by  Moauty..    No  fly  W.    Indowcd 

in  the  usual  liand,  "To  Xo.  Buck*  upon  lenduig  the  patenU  for  ettabluhing 
the  Beportora." 
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ufioii  my  knowledge.    Tlie  liaines  must  be  filled  in  the  blauk9^ 

and  so  they  arc  to  lie  rctiinicd. 

For  the  business  of  the  Court  of  Wards,'  your  Lordship's 

letter  fouud  nic  iu  the  care  of  it.     Therefore,  accordiufr  to  his 

Majesty's  coiiimandment  by  you  signified,  1  have  sent  a  letter 

for  his  Majesty's  signature.     And  the  directions  themselves  arc 

also  to  be  signed.    These  arc  not  to  be  returned  to  mc  (lest 

the  secret  come  out)  but  to  be  sent  to  my  Lord  of  Wallingford^ 

as  the  packets  use  to  be  sent.     I  do  much  rejoice  to  hear  of  his 

Majesty's  health  and  good  dis|)Osition.     For  me,  though  I  am 

incessantly  in  business,   yet  the  re-integration  of  your  love 

niakcth  .mc  find  all  things  easy.     God  preserve  and  prosper 

your  Lordship. 

Your  Lorrlship's  true  friend, 

and  devoted  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon. 
Vork-housiN  Octo- 
ber 18,  l(il7. 

The  ordinance  fur  the  iioporters  was  passed  on  the  24tii  of  Ocio' 
ber,  and  I  think  we  may  infer  from  the  foregoing  correspondence 
tliat  it  liad  been  drawn  up  by  Bacon  himself,  and  is  therefore  en- 
titled to  a  place  here  among  his  occasional  works.  Tlie  following 
document,  which  1  find  in  liymcr  (addressed  to  Sir  Francis  Bacon 
and  6ir  Julius  Cnsar — the  Lord  Keeper  and  the  Master  of  the  Bolls) 
is  no  doubt  a  copy  of  one  of  the  Privy  Seals  which  were  enclosed 
iu  the  last  letter. 

OaniNATIO   QUA    CONSTITUUNTUR    LKZ  KKPORTKRS   DK  LEGE.^ 

Whereas  we  have  made  our  ordinance  for  the  constituting  of 
llcportcrs  of  the  Law,  and  passed  the  same  under  the  Great  Seal 
of  England  in  form  following. 

It  hath  well  ap|)eared  how  careful  we  have  been  for  the  pre- 
serving and  maintaining  of  the  laws  of  this  our  realm  of  Eng- 
land by  this,  that  we  neither  have  introduced  or  admitted  any 
mnovatious,  neither  have  we  for  our  part  suffered  any  neglect  or 
delay  in  the  administration  of  them,  but  by  often  consultations 

*  Prolwbl/  tlie  omngonicni  for  tmnsrorrinc  the  If  aatorthip  of  the  Warda  from 
LoH  Walliiigford  »o  Hit  Uoncl  Cranfiekl. 
'^mr,  ToL  xTii.  p.  S7.    I  give  the  title ae  I  fiod  it.    But  I  auppoM  leffB 
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aiul  coufcrciiCGs  with  our  Judges  of  tlic  laiul,  far  morn  frequent 
than  in  any  former  time,  and  by  countenancing  them  in  bearing 
U|i  their  authority  in  the  eyes  of  our  ixxiple,  wc  have  given  life 
and  vigour  to  our  said  laws  and  the  execution  of  them ; 

NcverthelcM  our  princely  care  ceaM^ih  not  hciH!,  but  wc  arc 
further  desirous  that  the  effects  and  fruits  thereof  may  be 
derived  unto  ixMterity  in  such  sort  as  that  in  our  time  there  may 
be  built  by  the  true  knowlc<1gc  of  the  laws  (as  it  were)  a  good 
and  durable  wall  al)out  the  rights  of  our  crown  and  |XM>ple : 

Wherrfnre,  finding  that  the  Common  Law  of  England  is  prin* 
ctpally  declared  by  the  grave  resolutions  and  srrcsts^  of  the 
reverend  and  learned  Judges  upon  the  cases  that  come  liefore 
them  from  time  to  time,  and  that  the  doubts  and  questions  like- 
wise which  arise  U|K>n  the  exposition  of  statute-law  arc  by  the 
same  means  cleared  and  rule«l ;  wc  do  in  our  royal  judgment 
perceive  and  conclude  that  nothing  can  more  conduce  to  the 
good  of  our  laws  than  the  keeping  of  that  fountain  clear,  without 
trouble  or  mixture : 

In  regard  whereof  wc  have  thought  good  to  revive  and  renew 
the  ancient  custom  of  appointing  some  grave  and  leanied 
lawyers  to  attend  our  courts  at  Westminster,  for  the  rc|)orting 
of  the  judgments  and  resolutions  of  law  which  there  shall  {lass 
from  time  to  time;  whose  duty  wc  intend  to  be  to  rc|K)rt 
(though  compendiously  yet  truly  and  narratively)  that  which 
passeth  acconling  to  the  ancient  manner,  in  such  sort  as  that 
the  principal  case  adjudged  may  Ix;  discerned  from  any  by- 
cascs,  and  the  point  adjudged  upon  debates  may  be  likewise  dis« 
tinguished  from  that  which  is  but  an  admittance;  and  which  of 
the  by-cascs  are  put  by  the  Judges  as  their  opinions,  and  which 
are  put  only  by  the  serjcauts  or  pleaders  their  part;  so  that 
authorities  of  unequal  natures  be  not  confounded,  but  everything 
may  appear  in  the  true  weight : 

Wherefore  we  do  ordain  and  establish,  for  us  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, that  for  all  times  hereafter  there  shall  be  two  persons,  by 
us  our  heirs  and  successors  to  be  named  and  apix>inted,  which 
shall  be  Reporters  of  the  Law,  and  sliall  divide  their  labours 

*  *'  ArrtH  {arehtum)  comet h  of  tlio  French  (arrtMler^  i.  retiner^^  mUre^  mth 
•ittert),  or  rather  it  is  a  French  word  in  itielf,  iignifyiug  a  vettling,  tA»\\  oritaj, 
anil  i«  mcUpliorically  used  for  a  dceroo  or  dvicnninativn  of  a  cauae  debated  or 
disputed  to  and  fro,  aa  {arrttt  du  8e»ai,  i.  plaeiium  atrur)"  CowcU'a  Inter* 
proter. 
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betwixt  themselves  as  they  think  good,  and  shall  always  attend 
the  Judges  of  such  courts  where  the  judgment  or  resolutions 
shall  i^ass  with  their  reiwrts^  to  the  end  they  may  be  considered 
of  and  reviewed  by  the  said  Judges  Ixsfore  they  be  published,  and 
likewise  that  they  be  presented  to  our  Chancellor  or  Keeper 
for  the  time  l)eing,  that  we  may  be  acquainted  therewith,  and 
such  of  our  Council  as  we  may  think  convenient. 

And  we  do  ordain  constitute  and  grant,  for  us  our  heirs  and 
successors,  that  cither  of  the  said  i)ersons  shall  have  and.  receive 
the  yearly  fee  of  otie  hundred  pounds ;  not  doubting  also  but  the 
Judges  of  all  our  courts  will  countenance  and  respect  the  said 
reporters  u|)on  all  occasions,  as  men  employed  in  a  service  tend- 
ing so  greatly  to  the  honour  and  preservation  of  the  laws  of  our 
realm,  and  founded  by  our  royal  constitution. 

These  arc  therefore  to  will  and  require  you  to  cause  the  same 
to  be  published  and  iuroUed  within  our  Court  of  Chancery,  and 
withal  to  take  order  that^  as  often  as  there  shall  be  any  occasion 
of  arguments  in  our  said  courts,  to^  appoint  our  said  rc|)orters  a 
convenient  place  for  the  taking  and  writing  of  the  same. 

Given  under  our  Privy  Seal  at  our  palace  of  Westminster,  the 
four  and  twentieth  day  of  October  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  our 
reign  of  England,  France  and  Ireland,  and  of  Scotland  the  one 
and  fiftieth. 

From  the  reference  to  tin's  measure  inserted  by  Bacon  in  the 
margin  of  his  manuscript,  opposite  to  the  passage  in  which  it  had 
been  originally  recommended  (sec  p.  GO,)  I  infer  that  he  regarded  it 
as  an  important  point  gained  and  a  fact  acconipliahcd.  The  compila- 
tion of  "  a  perfect  course  of  law,  or  Year-books,  from  Edward  the 
First  to  this  day  ** — the  day  on  which  ho  was  writing — was  a  work 
which  had  still  to  be  done.  He  had  shown  how  it  sliould  be  done  and 
urged  the  necessity  of  doing  it ;  but  as  far  as  the  past  years  were 
concerned,  it  remained  (as  it  still  remains)  a  thing  to  bo  wished  for. 
For  the  future  however  he  thought  it  was  done  indeed.  "The  course  " 
(that  is,  the  Tear-books  for  the  time  past)  *'  being  thus  compiled," — 
be  had  said  in  his  '*  Proposition/'  two  years  before, — '*  then  it  resteth 
but  for  your  Majesty  to  appoint  some  grave  and  sound  lawyers,  with 
some  honourable  stipend,  to  be  Keporters  for  the  time  to  come,  and 
then  this  is  settled  for  all  times.*'  lieporters  had  now  been  ap- 
pointed accordingly,  and  since  that  which  they  had  to  do  was  no 

*  So  printed  in  Bymor. 
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way  dcpcndout  upon  the  other  being  done  fint,  ho  pleased  himself 
with  tho  belief  that  a  real  and  effectual  provision  had  been  made  to 
keep  the  hiw  in  order  for  tho  future,  in  so  far  as  it  depended  up(» 
the  decisions  of  the  Judges. 

It  seems  however  that  something  was  wanted  still ;  tliis  mcasuro 
like  tho  rest  came  to  nothing,  and  serves  only  for  one  illustration 
more  of  the  fallibility  of  tho  most  sagacious  judgments,  when  the/ 
aspire  to  provide  for  tho  wants  and  govern  the  proceedings  of  another 
generation.    That  tlie  scheme  itself  was  both  judicious  and  workable, 
and  that  if  it  had  been  pro|)er)y  folli>wcd  out  for  the  last  250  years 
it  would  have  mado  tlio  problem  of  law- reform  a  much  easier  one  for 
this  generation  than  it  is,  I  find  it  impossiblo  to  doubt.     Tlio  defect 
must  have  been  in  what  Bacon  would  have  called  the  tHMtrumenia 
animaia.    The  very  object  of  an  improved  system  of  re|)orting  was 
to  diminish  the  uncertainty  of  the  law.     Now  uncertainty  means 
delay,  expense,  and  litigation.     But  delay,  expense  and  litigation 
aro    tho  very   things    by   which,  though    the    people    suffer,  tho 
lawyem  thrive ;   and  as  tho  Keporters  wero  of  necessity  lawyers, 
subject  to  the  autliority  and  supervision  of  other  lawyero, — whoso 
power   as  interpn*tcrs   of   the    law  was    the  more    absolute  tho 
more  doubtful  the   law  was  wliich  they   had  to  interpret, — it   is 
not  surprising  that  a  duty  involving  trouble  was  not  |>erfomied 
with  zeal.     Mr.  Foss  ascribes  the  failure  to  an  oversight  in  tho 
ordinance  itself,  which  I  cannot  however  consider  a  defect.    Accord- 
ing to  him,  the  institution  came  to  nothing  because  it  was  not 
made  a  monopoly.    '*  As  it  did  not  contain,'*  he  says,  "  a  prohibition 
against  other  persons,  it  soon  became  a  dead  letter.'*'    If  so,  its 
death  is  not  to  be  regretted :  for  such  a  prohibition  would  have  been 
quite  unjustifiable.    If  the  appointment  of  official  reporters  could 
bo  of  no  use  unless  all  other  persons  were  forbidden  to  rei)ort,  it 
would  certainly  have  been  better  not  to  appoint  any.     But  why 
should  wo  think  so  ?    If  the  Judges  had  cared  to  have  their  resolu* 
tions  correctly  and  judiciously  rei)orted,  and  the  reports  duly  au* 
thenticated,  they  could  undoubtedly  have  secured  for  the  oflicial 
reports  a  substantial  value  whicli  would  have  put  com|)etition  out  of 
the  question :  and  if  tlio  persons  appointed  to  the  office  wero  com- 
petent, and  were  countenanced,  provided  for,  conferred  with,  and 
overlooked  by  the  Judges,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  ordi- 
nance, their  reports  mutt  have  had  such  a  value.    When  the  (juestion 
was  what  had  been  laid  down  for  law  in  a  given  case,  they  would 
have  been  the  only  evidence.    The  cause  of  tho  failure  I  am  afraid 
Uy  deeper.    Its  success  depended  upon  tho  co-operation  of  those 

*  LivM  of  tho  Judges,  vol.  vi.  p.  48. 
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who  (lid  not  wish  it  to  succeed.  The  law  cannot  be  made  simpler, 
cheaper,  speedier,  surer,  and  more  gencmlly  intelligible,  without  the 
help  and  consent  of  the  lawyers ;  and  it  is  tho  interest  of  the  lawyers 
that  the  law  should  bo  intrioate,  costly,  slow,  uncertain,  and  intelli- 
gible to  nono  but  tlieroselves.  Ail  the  work  is  paid  for  by  others, 
and  the  more  uncertainty  tho  more  work. 

It  is  true  that  among  the  barristers  to  whom  the  chances  of  the  pro- 
fession give  leisure,  and  tho  favour  of  law-publishers  gives  opportu- 
nity, to  do  the  work  of  reiiorters,  there  are  some  who  are  more  learned 
than  some  of  the  Judges ;  and  it  is  even  said  that  among  the  volumes 
of  rc|K>rt8  which  stand  highest  in  rc])utatiou  for  tho  soundness  of 
tlie  decisions  which  they  record,  there  are  some  which  were  manu- 
factured out  of  tho  proceedings  of  Judges  who  were  famous  for  the 
contrary.  But  it  is  needless  to  say  that  this  is  not  a  mode  of  cor- 
recting the  deficiencies  of  tho  law  which  Bacon  would  havo  thought 
satisfactory.  Indeed  the  fact  makes  so  good  a  piece  of  satire  upon 
the  way  this  part  of  the  business  is  managed,  that  one  might  tako  it 
for  a  joke;  but  I  have  heard  it  stated  as  a  truth.  Under  Bacon '« 
system  there  need  have  been  no  difficulty  in  calling  in  the  care  and 
learning  of  the  Beporters  to  discover  and  correct  tho  errors  of  tho 
Bench,  but  it  would  have  been  done  on  due  deliberation  and  with 
the  sanction  of  the  whole  body. 

Tho  following  letters  show  what  other  business  was  in  hand  at 
this  time. 

To  THE  LOBD  KrRFEiO 

My  bo"'  Lord, 
I  have  sent  yo'  Lo»  back  tho  Privy  Seals  and  Patents  signed  by 
his  Ma***^,  the  blanks  being  filled  up  with  those  names  you  recommended. 
The  letter  touching  tho  business  of  tho  Court  of  Wards  I  havo  sent 
signed  to  my  Lo.  of  Waliingford  by  post.  His  Ma"*  hath  boon  somewhat 
Umrhod  with  his  old  pain  of  his  foot  since  his  coming  hithor,  but  now 
(Crod  be  thanked)  he  is  able  to  go  abroad,  and  porposeth  to  hawk  this 
ailemoon.    And  so  I  rest 

IV  Lo'*  faithful  friend  &  servant, 

G.  B0CK1KOHAM. 

Hinchinbrooko  the 
21  of  October  1617. 

To  THR   LoilD   RrRFBII.' 

My  ho^''  Lord, 
I  have  delivered  the  Judges'  ndvire  touching  tho  middle  shires,  unto 

»  Marl.  M8S.  VCHW.  f.  27.  Orig.  l)cKket4»il  by  Meauty*.  "  Ortobr  21,  161?. 
My  Lo.  of  lliiek*  ioj'  Lp.  upon  the  sending  of  the  I'Stcnta  signod  by  tho  K. 
lonrhiug  Heportert  of  the  Law.** 

s  Hsrl.  US»,  7006.  f.  89.  Orig.  Docketed  bj  Mesutys,  •*  Got.  86, 1617.  Tito 
Bail  of  Buck*  to  your  Lp.  touching  the  Middle  tthires." 
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Lib  MsJMty,  who  liketh  it  retj  well.  A«  for  tho  point  of  law.  hit  H^l^mty 
will  ronsider  of  it  at  noro  leiaurc,  and  then  nend  yon  hit  opinion  t1ici>F<c»& 
And  fo  I  rest 

Your  Lordffhip'a  faitliful  friend  and  aerrant, 

G.   BCCKIHGHAII. 
nincliingbroke,  tho  S8d  ofOrfobcr,  1017. 

To  TUB  LOKD  KcRrBiiJ 

My  hononrable  Lord, 

llin  AUj(*«ty  hath  Kpcnt  aome  time  with  Sir  Lionel  Cranfield  abouft> 

Ilia  own  buPincM,  wherewith  he  ae(|naiuted  his  Majealy  ho  hath  had  aoa^ 

ronferenee  with  your  Lordihip,  upon  whoM  report  to  hin  Majesty  of  your 

iral  and  eare  of  bin  lerriee,  whieh  liia  Majesty  aerrpteth  rery  well  at 

yonr  hands,  he  hath  eommanded  8ir  L.  Cranfield  to  attend  yo«ir  liordship, 

to  signify  his  further  pleasure  for  tho  furtherance  of  his  seiriee,  unto 

whoso  relation  I  refer  you.     His  Majesty's  further  pleasure  is  you  ae- 

quaint  no  creaturo  living  with  it,  be  having  resolved  to  rely  upon  your 

eare  and  truht  only.    Tlius  wishing  you  all  Itappiuess,  I  n*Kt 

Your  Lonlsbip's  fsithful  friend  and  servant, 

G.  BiTKiifaiux. 
October  20,  1617. 

To   TUB    KaRI.   op    llrCKINOIIAM.^ 

^ly  very  good  Lord, 

I  send  your  Lordship  the  certificate  touching  the  iuroliuont 
of  prentices.  We  can  fnid  no  ground  for  it  by  law.  My  will 
shall  ever  be  ready  to  further  any  thing  your  Lonlahip  rcconi« 
niciulcth ;  but  where  the  matter  will  not  bear  it  your  Lonlahip 
I  know  will  think  not  the  worae  but  the  Ixsttcr  of  me  if  I  aignify 
the  true  state  of  things  to  your  Tx>nlship ;  resting  ever 

Your  Lordship's  true  friend  and  devoted  servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.S. 

York-house,  29  Oetob.  1017. 

77itf  Certificate.^ 

According  to  his  Alajcsty's  command  signified  by  your  Lord- 
ship's lettera,  we  have  advisedly  considered  of  the  petition  touch- 

I  Uarl.  MSS.  7006,  f.  31.  Copy  b^  Meniitva.  Pocketed  **  Octob.  26, 1G17. 
Tlio  Ksrl  of  Buck"  to  vour  Lp.  imitortitig  bis  Mn.  tiiecisl  icrrirc  fo  bo  furtbcr 
imparted  to  your  Lp.  by  Sir  Lionel  Cnnfldd."  Uclow,  in  Bacon's  hand,  "  Trs* 
•iiry  and  Subicoinmittcet,  Bcloct.*' 

*  Oibtfon  Frt})or9|  vol.  viii.  f.  80.  Fair  copy  by  Moautys.  No  fly  leaf.  Tn« 
domed  in  tlic  usual  band,  *'  29  Oct.  1617.  To  Lord  of  Bucking,  touching  tho  cnnd- 
ment  of  Apprentices.'* 

*  Steplu!u»*i  first  coUoctiou,  p.  218.    From  the  origiiuJ. 
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ing  the  inrolmcnt  of  apprcu ticca'  indentures^  and  heard  the 
petitioner's  counsel,  and  do  find  as  foUowcth  t 

1.  That  the  Act  of  Parliament  5"*  Eliz.  doth  not  warrant  the 
erecting  of  an  office  to  inroll  such  indentures  in  cities,  towns 
corporate,  or  market  towns.  But  if  .any  such  inrolmcnt  should 
be,  it  must  be  by  the  officers  there,  who  are  assigned  to  perform 
sundry  other  things  touching  apprentices  and  servants. 

2.  Tliat  in  country  villages  (for  which  the  suit  carries  most 
colour)  we  cannot  give  the  suitors  ho}x;  that  any  profit  will  be 
there  made,  warrantable  by  law. 

Thus  we  have  (according  to  our  duties)  certified  our  opinions 
of  this  petition,  submitting  the  same  ueverthelcss  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's great  wisdom ;  and  rest 

At  your  Lordship's  command, 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.S.     II.  Montague.    Tho.  Coventry. 
Oct.  25, 1G17. 

It  will  be  ficcn  by  the  dates  of  tbo  last  .letters  tliat  Bacon  was  now 
established  in  York  House:  and  a  letter  relating  to  the  lease  (tho 
exact  d.ite  of  wliich  I  do  not  know  how  to  dctcrinino)  may  come  in 
liere  as  fitly  as  anywhere. 

Upon  tlie  death  of  tho  late  liOrd  Chancellor,  Bacon  had  applied 
to  the  Archbishop  of  York — 1'obias  Matthew,  father  of  his  friend 
Tobie — for  a  lease  of  tho  house  in  which  his  own  father  had  lived 
and  himself  had  been  born.  The  Archbishop*s  answer,— communi- 
cated by  Buckin^hnm,  through  whom  tho  application  had  been  made, 
on  the  18th  of  May,  1G17, — was  that  he  "  put  it  wholly  into  his 
hands,  to  do  with  it  what  he  pleased."  The  first  arrangement  seems 
to  have  been  a  lease  for  life.  But  afterwards — how  long  after  I  do 
not  know,  but  long  enougli  to  allow  of  the  spending  of  a  thousand 
marks  in  reparation — he  wished  to  turn  it  into  a  lease  for  21  years ; 
and  accordingly  wrote  to  the  Archbishop  the  following  letter. 

To  THE  Lord  Archbishop  of  York.^ 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  must  use  a  better  style  than  mine  own  in  saying,  Amor 

ium$  Miukquaque  #e  ottendil  ex  liierU  luii  proximis.     For  which 

I  give  your  Grace  many  thanks,  and  do  with  more  confidence 

contiiiue  my  suit  to  your  Lordship  for  a  lease  absolute  for 


Pispen,  vol.  viii.  f.  245.    Copy.   Docketed,  *'  A  letter  to  tho  Bishop 
of  Torko  tonehing  a  1mm  to  bo  nuMle  for  21  jmn  of  TorkehouM.'*  * 
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twenty-one  yean  of  the  house;  being  tlie  number  of  yean 
which  my  father  and  my  prodeccaaors  fulfilled  in  it  A  good 
fine  requires  certainty  of  term ;  and  I  am  well  asaurod,  that  tlic 
charge  I  havecx|wnded  in  rc|Niratiouay  amounting  to  1000  marks 
at  least  already,  ia  more  than  hath  been  laid  out  by  all  the 
tenaiita  that  have  been  in  it  since  my  remembrance^  anaweraUc 
to  that  particular  circumatanoc  which  is  peculiar  to  myself,  that 
I  was  bom  there,  and  am  like  to  end  my  daya  there.  Neither 
can  I  hold  my  hand,  but  upon  this  encouragement  am  like  to  be 
doing  still,  wliich  tcndcth  to  the  improvement  in  great  measure 
of  the  inhcritauee  of  your  see  by  su)ierlapidationsy  if  I  may  so 
call  it,  instead  of  delapidations,  wherewith  otherwise  it  might  be 
cliarged. 

And  whereas  a  state  for  lifc  is  a  certainty,  and  not  so  well 
aeen  how  it  wears,  a  term  for  years  makes  me  more  depending 
\i\Kn\  you  and  your  succession. 

For  the  providing  of  your  Lonlship  and  your  successors  a 
house,  it  is  part  of  the  former  covenant^  wherein  I  desired  not 
to  be  relcasotl.  So  assuring  myself  of  your  grant  and  |icrfi*Oung 
of  this  my  suit;  and  assuring  your  Grace  of  my  earnest  desire 
and  continual  readiness  to  dcser\'e  well  of  you  and  yours  chiefly, 
and  likewise  of  your  see  in  any  the  causes  or  preeminences 
thereof,  I  commend  your  Grace  to  God's  goodness,  resting,  etc. 

3. 

On  the  27th  of  October  Secretary  Winwood  died,  after  a  week's 
illnoHs;  leaving  an  important  ofBce  vacant,  but  less  distnrbanco 
otherwise  than  might  have  been  cx|>ectcd  from  the  sudden  removal 
of  a  man  so  actiTo  and  busy,  the  head  of  the  popular  court  faction, 
and  at  tlio  same  time  **  in  bis  highest  favour  with  the  King,  Queen, 
Prince,  and  principal  faTouritc."^  His  death  makes  a  considerablo 
figure  in  the  news  letters  of  the  day,  but  none  at  all  in  this  corro- 
spondouce.  The  principal  event  which  followed,  though  I  do  not 
know  that  it  really  had  anything  to  do  with  it,  wos  the  restoration  to 
liberty  of  Lady  llatton,  who  (according  to  Chamberlain)  laid  all  the 
fault  of  her  late  troubles  upon  him.  8ho  was  set  free  on  the  2nd  of 
November,  and  a  week  afler  gave  a  great  dinner  to  the  King  and 
Prince,  which  seems  to  have  been  the  celebration  of  her  reconcilia- 
tion with  everybody— except  her  husband.    As  we  do  not  often  hear 

>  ChamberlMn  to  Urleton,  31  Oct.  1617.    8»  P.  voL  iciiL  aa  158. 
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of  Bacon  aasisting  at  fcstiyitica  of  tins  kind,*  n  contemporary  notice 
of  it  maj  be  worth  inacrting. 

"  TlitR  day  was  the  ^cat  fcaat  at  Hatton  IIoum  made  to  tho  Einf;  and 
IVinee  and  their  followerp,  lords  and  ladies,  by  the  most  noble  lady 
my  La.  Eliz.  Ilatton.  My  Lo.  Coko  only  was  absent,  who  in  all  Tulgar 
opiniona  was  there  expected.  J  lis  Majesty  was  never  merrier  nor  more 
aatisGed,  who  had  not  patience  to  sit  a  quarter  of  an  hour  without  drinking 
the  health  of  my  La.  Eliz.  Hatton,  which  was  pledged  first  by  my  Lo. 
Keeper  and  my  Lord  Marqui!«  Hnmilton,  and  then  by  all  the  lords  and 
ladies  with  great  gravity  and  resi>rrt,  and  then  by  all  the  gallants  in  the 
next  room."' 

No  Buccessor  was  appointed  for  the  present  to  Wiuwood.  **  Tho 
King  said  he  was  never  bo  well  served  as  when  he  was  his  own 
secretary,  and  to  that  end  '*  (snyB  Chauibcrlaiu)  **  had  delivered  tho 
seals  that  were  belonging  to  iSir  Ralph  Winwood  to  the  cu8to4ly  of 
the  Earl  of  Buckingham,  and  there  perhaps  they  shall  remain  till 
they  both  grow  weary  of  the  trouble."^ 

^  ▲!&;  correspondence  with  Bacon  went  on  in  the  mean  time  much 
AS  before-  -only  that  8ir  Lionel  Cranfield  'begins  now  to  appear  on 
the  sceno  as  «n  indiai#eu8ablo  man,  who  must  bo  waited  for  if  ho  is 
not  ready.  lie  was  tho  same  person  whoso  proposition  for  tho 
arrangement  of  the  dispute  about  "  Impositions  **  two  or  three  years 
before  had  been  noticed  by  Bacon  with  approval,  as  more  ntntesman- 
like  than  ho  should  have  expected  from  a  man  of  his  breeding.  He 
bad  been  bred  apprentice  to  a  merchant  in  the  city,  and  having 
married  his  mastor^s  daugliti:r  had  risen  to  be  a  merchant  himself; 
and  being  apt  and  able  in  his  own  vocation  was  very  well  qualified 
to  assist  in  the  principal  business  upon  which  the  Council  was  now 
engaged — tho  retrenchment  of  needless  expenditure  in  the  King's 
household  and  the  rectification  of  his  finauces.  Bacon's  corrcspon* 
dcnoe  for  tho  rest  of  the  year  relates  chiefly  to  their  labours  in  this 
matter ;  but  as  it  tarns  for  the  roost  part  upon  details  which  have 
no  interest  for  modem  readers,  and  tho  general  course  and  spirit  of 
their  proceedings  may  be  followed  without  difficulty,  it  may  bo  left 
to  tell  its  own  story. 

'  Hs  had  bsen  ieastad,  togsilier  with  the  Judges,  bv  the  ooUago  of  Westmintter 
three  dsys  before:  when  his  munifioenoe  to  the  King's  scholars  is  noted  by 
Cbmden. 

'  Jolin  FOfy  to  Sir  D.  Carloton,  8  Nov.  1617.    S.  P.  xciv.  no.  16. 
Chsmbertain  to  Csrletoii,  8  Nor.    Ibid.  no.  IS. 
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To  mi  LaED  Kbbtkb.' 

My  Iwaoonble  Loid, 

I  hftve  tbonclit  good  to  mow  bj  notkm  to  yoor  LorUip  m  the 
bclialf  of  By  Lord  of  nantingdon  my  Lord  Stanhope  and  Sir  Thomm 
GctaiO,  for  tKtt  I  un  norr  pAiiiruUriy  MM|Qainird  with  their  df«im. 
Thry  only  Mrlrinc  the  true  adrancemeiit  of  the  eharitable  vm*  wt^ 
which  the  Und  giren  by  their  i^rmndfather  wm  iniendod.  whieh  m  I  0 
tnfonned  wu  neant  by  way  of  •  eorpormtioo*  and  by  thi«  Beaat  if  it 
might  he  fettled  upon  the  ffch4iolma«ter  tmher  and  poor»  and  the  eobriT* 
U>  be  ri«itori,  the  tenantu  mi|;ht  be  ronecionably  deolt  withal,  and  » 
it  will  be  out  of  the  power  of  any  feofleea  to  abuae  the  tnipl,  whieh  m  it 
hath  been  lately  prored,  hare  been  hitherto  tlie  hindrance  of  thi«  ffood 
work.  Tliene  rohein  de«ire  only  the  honour  of  their  anmtor *•  giA,  and 
wiah  the  money  misemploy c«t  and  ordered  to  be  paid  into  eoort  by  Sir 
John  Harper  may  rather  lie  bentoweil  by  your  Lordahip'i  diarretioa  for 
the  augmentation  of  the  foundation  of  their  aneeatora  than  by  theeeman 
of  any  other.    And  ao  I  rrat 

Your  Lordahip*a  aerranf, 

G.  BrcKiiionAV. 
Theobakb,  IS  Vorcnbrr. 

To  THi  Loan  Kiirta.* 

My  honourable  Lord, 
Tlioiigli  I  had  renolved  to  giro  your  Lordahip  no  more  trouble  in 
matteri  of  controreray  depending  before  you,  with  what  importtmity 
aoever  my  Icttera  had  lieen  desired  ;*  yet  the  roa|)ect  I  bear  unto  Uiis 
gentleman  liath  ao  far  forced  my  reaolution  aa  to  recommend  unto  ycm 
Lordabip  the  luit,  which  I  am  informed  by  him  ia  to  receiro  a  boanui; 
before  you  on  Monday  next,  between  Bamaby  Leigh  and  Edward  Djrr, 
plaintifli,  and  Sir  Thomaa  Thynne.  defendant ;  wherein  T  desira  yoar 
Jiordahtp'a  farour  on  the  plaintifia*  behalf  ao  far  only  aa  the  juaticr  oT 
their  cause  ahall  require.    And  $o  I  reat 

Your  Lordahip'a  faithful  aenrant, 

O.  BccKiiionAX. 
Kewmarkct,  the  15  of  Not. 

»  Ilarl.  MSS.  7006.  f.  33.  ori^.  Docketed  bj  Mraiit  ra,  ••  18  Xorenb'  1617. 
Tlie  Karl  of  Bud"  to  jour  Lp*  in  ilic  behalf  of  the  Lo.  Huntingdon  and  olhm.' 

'  lUrl.  M^8.  7006.  f.  35.  orig.  l>ocke(e«l  by  lleautyi,  ••  16  Noreail/  1617. 
Tlio  Karl  of  Duck"  to  }'  Lp,  iu  the  behalf  of  Mr.  Leigh  and  oiherii.** 

'  T  haTc  ohflcrved  iliat  anj  remonttranco  which  ISacon  felt  c«llcd  to  make  with 
Buckingham  againm  writing  letten  of  tliia  kind  would  liare  been  beet  auKi*  hj 
•poeeh.  Tlii*  paMage  Merae  to  imply  that  MMnflthing  of  the  kind  had  aetaidl; 
paeied  beiwem  them* 
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To  TUB  LOBD  KbEPBB.* 

My  honourable  Lord, 
The  certificate  bciDg  returned  upon  the  commiaston  touching  Sir 
Bichard  Haughton'a  alum-minca,  I  have  thought  fit  to  deaire  your  Lord- 
ahip*8  furtherance  in  the  business*  which  his  Majesty  (as  your  Lordship 
will  see  by  hia  letter)  much  aflecteth  as  a  bargain  for  his  advantage,  and 
for  the  present  relief  of  Sir  Kichard  JIaughton.  What  favour  your 
Lordship  ahall  do  him  herein  I  will  not  fail  to  acknowledge,  and  will 
ever  rest 

Your  Lordship's  faithful  servant, 

6.  BUCKINGHAX. 
To  THE  LoBD  ReBPEII.' 

My  honourable  Lord, 
I  have  acquainted  his  Majesty  with  your  Lordship's  letter,  who 
liketh  well  the  Judges'  opinion  you  Fcnt  unto  him  ;  and  linth  pricked  the 
sheriff  of  Buckinghamshire  in  the  roll  you  sent,  which  I  return  signed 
onto  your  Lordship. 

His  Majesty  taketh  very  well  the  pains  you  have  taken  in  sending  to 
Sir  Lionel  Cranfield,  and  dcsireth  you  to  aend  to  him  again  and  to 
quicken  him  in  the  business. 

Your  Lordship's  faithful  friend  and  servant, 

G.  Buckingham. 

His  Majesty  liketh  well  the  course  taken  about  his  household,  where- 
with ho  would  have  your  Lordship  and  the  rest  of  his  council  to  go 
forward. 

Newmarket,  the  17th  of  Novomber,  1617. 

To  THE  LOBD  KbBPEB.' 

My  honourable  Lord, 
rndemtanding  that  Thomas  Ilukelcy  a  merchant  of  London  of 
whom  I  have  heard  a  good  re)>ort,  intendcth  to  bring  before  your  Lord- 
ship in  the  Chancery  a  cause  depending  between  Iiim  in  right  of  his  wife, 
daughter  of  William  Austen,  and  one  John  Horsmcndon  who  married 
another  daughter  of  the  said  Austen,  I  have  thought  fit  to  desire  your 
Lordship  to  give  the  said  Thomas  Uukeley  a  favourable  hearing  when 
his  cause  shall  come  before  you,  and  so  far  to  respect  him  for  my  sake  as 

*  Harl  MSS.  7006.  f.  37.  orifc.  Docketed  by  Meautys,  *<  Roc  16  Novenib' 
1617 :  The  Bsri  of  Buckingham  to  yo'  Lp.  on  the  behalf  of  Sir  Richard  Haugh- 
ton. ' 

'  Hart.  MSS.  7056.  f.  39.  orig.  Docketed  by  Menutys,  "  Novenibor  17, 1617 : 
My  Lord  of  Buckingliam  to  your  Lp  showing  his  Mi^^^ty's  approbation  of  the 
QoiirMt  lield  touching  tlie  liouiohold.'' 

*  IlarL  MSS.  7006.  f.  41.  orig. :  no  date.  Docketed  bv  Meautyi,  **  The  Earl  of 
Bucking-  to  70^  Lp.  in  the  behalf  of  one  Uukley,*'  (date  of  docket  worn  off). 
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your  Lordfthip  tlwll  Me  kirn  grwnded  upon  equiij  and  kamb  ;  vUch  ■ 
BO  noffv  tbio  I  Mtarr  mjtdf  jour  Lordahip  will  graiit  m  readily  at  it  ii 
dctirvd  by 

Vour  Lordship's  faithful  friend  and  •nruit, 

O.  BrCKUIOHAX. 
To   TBI   EaAL  op    BcCKI9tOHAM«> 

My  very  good  Lord^ 
The  liking  which  hia  Majcaty  liath  of  our  proccciliiig  oon- 
ccriiing  hia  llouachold,  t4*llcth  luc  that  hia  Majcaty  caunot  but 
dii^likc  the  declining  and  tcrgireraation  of  the  inferior  olBocn; 
which  by  this  time  he  undcratandcth. 

There  be  hut  four  kinds  of  rctrcuchmeuta.  1.  The  union  of 
tables.  2.  The  putting  down  of  tablea.  3.  Tlic  abatement  of 
dinhcs  to  tables,  k  The  cutting  olT  new  dicta  and  allowance 
lately  raided  ;  and  yet  (icrhaps  such  as  arc  more  necessary  tlian 
some  of  the  old. 

In  my  opinioUi  the  first  is  the  liest  and  niont  fcasihlc.  The 
Ijord  Chamberlain's  table  is  the  princi[Ki1  table  of  state.  Tiic 
Lord  Stcwanl'a  tabic  I  think  is  much  frequented  by  Scottutb 
gentlemen.  Your  Lordship'a  table  hath  a  great  attendance; 
and  the  Oroom  of  the  Stole's  table  is  much  resorted  to  by  the 
Bedcham))er.  Thew  would  not  be  touched.  But  for  the  rest 
(hia  Majesty's  ease  conaiderod)  I  think  they  may  well  be  united 
into  one. 

Tliesc  things  are  out  of  my  element,  but  my  care  runneth 

where  the  King's  state  most  labourcth :  Sir  Lionel  Cranficld  ia 

yet  sick,  for  which  I  am  very  sorry ;  for  methinks  his  Majesty, 

upon  these  tossings  over  of  his  busincsa  from  one  to  others, 

hath  an  apt  occasion  to  go  on  with  sub-corn  inittcea.     God  ever 

preserve  and  prosper  you. 

Your  lonlbhip's  true  friend  and  devoted  servant, 

Fn.  Bacon,  C.S. 
York-kouie,  Nov.  10, 1C17. 

To  THi  Loan  Riipbr.' 

My  hoDourablo  Lord, 
ilis  MsjcMty  rommanded  mo  to  write  to  your  Lordship,  thtt  he 
Wonders  your  hand  being  at  that  letter  of  the  Lords  of  tiie  Counril, 

*  Strplieiis*!!  first  collection,  p.  219.    From  the  origiiuil. 

*  ITiirl.  MSS.  7006.  Docketed  by  Mcautys,  Not.  19,  1617;  *'Tlio  Kari  of 
Buck"  to  } '  Lpk  ficnirjing  tlie  K*«  plcA«uro  to  hsTe  reur  Lns  opinion  in  purtirultr 
touching  Hir  Lionel  Cnrnfidd's  propoeition,  w%  his  M.  would  hsro  pursued." 

T  2 
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vhich  ho  uith  ii  a  rerj  blunt  one :  jou  hare  not  besides  sent  him  some 
adrice  of  your  own,  his  Majesty  having  tnisted  you  only  to  speak  with 
8ir  Lionel  CranfieM  about  his  estate. 

Your  Lordship's  faithful  friend  and  serrant, 

G.  BCCKIVORAV. 

My  Lord,  his  M.  eommanded  me  to  add  that  he  thinketh  it  will  be 
now  a  fit  time  to  make  use  of  Sir  Lionel  Cranfield's  proposition,  whieh 
yoQ  will  find  he  toucheth  in  f^oucral  at  the  end  of  his  letter  to  the  Lords, 
and  would  have  you  send  your  opinion  of  it. 

Newmarket  tlio  10  of  Novembrr 
K.17 

To  THE  Earl  of  Buckingham.^ 

My  very  good  Loni, 
The  last  letter  of  my  Lonis,  whereof  the  eonelusion  indeed 
is  a  little  blunt,  as  the  King  eallcth  it,  was  eoneluded  in  my 
absence  (which  hath  been  but  once  since  I  came  to  this  town), 
and  brought  me  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  as  I  sat  in 
Chancery ;  whereupon  I  retired  to  a  little  closet  I  have  there, 
and  signed  it,  not  thinking  fit  to  sever. 

For  my  opinioui  I  dispatched  it  the  morrow  following.  And 
till  Sir  Lionel  Cranfield  be  able  to  execute  his  part  in  the  sub- 
oommissiou,  it  will  in  my  opinion  not  be  so  fit  to  direct  it.  Ho 
crept  to  me  yesternight,  but  he  is  not  well.  I  did  his  Majesty's 
mesAage  to  him  touching  the  tobacco ;  and  he  said  he  would 
give  his  ^fajesty  very  real  and  solid  satisfaction  touching  the 
same. 

This  is  all  for  the  present  I  shall  trouble  your  Lordship  withal, 
resting  ever 

Your  Lordship's  true  friend, 

and  devoted  servant, 
November  aiM617.  *^»-  Bacon. 

To  TUB  Earl  of  Buckingham." 

My  very  good  Lord, 
Yesterday  at  afternoon  were  read  at  the  table  his  Majesty's 
two  letters,  written  with  his  own  hand ;  the  matter  worthy  the 

'  CKbton  Papers,  toI.  yiii.  f.  81.  Fair  copy  by  Meautrs.  No  fly-leaf.  Indorsed 
in  the  usual  hand,  **  To  Lo.  Buck"  referring  to  a  letter  from  the  Board  which  his 
Ma*'  said  concluded  somewhat  bluntly." 

'  Gibson  Papers,  toL  riii.  f.  82.  Fair  copy  by  Mcautys.  No  fly-loaf.  Indorsed, 
'*iy>  the  Lo.  Buck"  referring  to  his  Ma.  letter  written  to  the  Council  with  his 
own  haad.** 
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hand ;  for  they  were  writtcu  tx  arte  imperandi,  if  I  can  judge 
And  I  hope  they  and  the  like  will  disinchant  us  of  the  opinion 
which  yet  sticks  with  us,  that  to-day  will  !»  as  yesterday,  sikI 
to-morrow  as  to«day ;  so  that  these  things  will  be  (as  he  saitli) 
acribui  iniiiis,jfiNe  incuriaso, 

I  hold  my  opinion  given  in  my  former  letter,  that  the  uniting 
of  some  tables  is  the  most  passable  way.  But  tliat  is  not  ail ; 
for  when  that  is  done,  the  King  may  save  greatly  in  that  which 
rcmaineth.  For  if  it  l)e  set  down  what  tables  shall  be  fixed, 
and  what  diet  allowed  to  them,  my  steward  (as  ill  a  mesmager  as 
I  am)  or  my  Lonl  Mayor's  steward,  can  go  near  to  tell  what 
charge  will  maintain  that  pro|K)rtiun.  Then  add  to  tliat  sonic 
large  allowance  for  waste  (because  the  King  shall  not  lose  his 
prerogative  to  l)e  deceived  more  than  other  men)  and  yet  no 
question  there  will  l)e  a  great  retrenchment.  But  against  this 
last  abatement  will  bo  fronted  the  payment  of  arrears.  But  I 
confess  I  would  be  glad  that  I  might  see,  or  nithcr  that  a  Par- 
liament may  see,  and  chiefly  that  the  King  (for  \m  own  «|uiet) 
may  see,  that  upon  such  a  sum  paid,  such  an  annual  retrench- 
ment will  follow :  for  things  will  never  be  done  in  act  except 
they  be  first  done  in  conceit. 

1  know  these  things  do  not  ()ertain  to  me ;  for  my  part  is  to 
acquit  the  King's  ofTice  towards  Ood  by  administration  of 
justice,  and  to  oblige  the  hearts  of  his  people  to  him  by  the 
same,  and  to  maintain  his  prerogative.  But  yet  because  it  is 
in  hoc  that  the  King's  ease  la)x>urcth,  I  cannot  but  yield  my 
care,  and  my  strength  too  in  council,  such  as  it  is ;  which  can- 
not Ix;  so  much  as  it  was  between  our  Lady  day  and  Michaelmas 
last;^  but  whatsoever  it  is,  it  is  wholly  his  Majesty's  without 
any  deflexion. 

As  soon  as  I  find  any  imssibility  of  health  in  Sir  Lionel 
Cranflcld  to  execute  a  sub-commission,  I  will  by  conference 
with  him  frame  a  draught  of  a  letter  from  his  Majesty,  for 
which  there  is  the  fairest  occasion  in  the  world,  and  the  King 
hath  prepared  it  as  well  as  is  possible.    God  ever  preserve  and 

prosper  you. 

Your  Lordship's  true  friend  and  devoted  servant, 

Fa.  Bacon,  C.8. 

York-houM,  Nov.  23, 1617. 

'  That  if,  when  he  was  chief  oouncillor  in  the  ftbeeooo  of  Goke. 
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To  TUB  R.  Hon.  his  very  good  L.  the  Earl  of  BuckinohaMi 

O/    Ilia    Mb    M06T    UON.    PRIVY   COUNCIL.' 

My  Lord, 

How  well  I  wish  to  Sir  G.  Ilaugliton,  himself  I  dare  say 

doth  not  doubti  partly  out  of  mine  own  affection^  and  chiefly  for 

your  Lonlship's  affection  towards  him,  which  to  roc  is  more 

than  mine  own.     That  the  King  should  make  bargains  of  hope, 

when  his  treasure  sufBccth  not  for  his  own  charge,  I  may  not 

advise  for  my  dearest  friends ;  for  I  am  nailed  to  the  King's 

estate.     But  two  things  I  shall  assent  unto.     The  one,  that 

if  the  King  can  redeem  his  works  without  charge  of  coffers,  I 

shall  be  glad  of  it,  1x)th  for  the  gentleman's  sake,  and  because  I 

perceive  the  uniting  of  the  allum-works  in  the  King's  hand  is 

bcfft.    The  other,  that  if  his  Majesty  be  pleased  to  signify  his 

pleasure  to  my  Lord  Treasurer  and  mc  that  there  be  no  for« 

fciture  taken  by  Baunestcr  till   the  King  shall  advise  of  this 

bargain,  we  will  liotd  him  to  it.      Ood  preserve  and   prosper 

your    Lordship.      Your    Lordship,    I    think,   pcrccivcth    both 

by  scribbling  and  cursory  inditing,  that  I  write  in  straits  of 

business. 

Your  Lordship's  true  friend  and  devoted  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.  S. 
York-houio,  this  2ith  of  Nov.  1G17. 

t 
Tub  Lord  Keeper  and  the  Lord  Treasurer  to  tub  King.^ 

It  may  please  your  Ma*'' 
We  have  according  to  your  Ma^  command  taken  into  our 
consideration  the  offers  made  by  Sir  Richard  Haughton  to  your 
Ma*'  of  his  AUom  works,  and  as  well  by  our  own  experience  in 
general  as  upon  particular  conference  with  divers  your  Ma*'*' 
officers  and  others  fourth'  of  long  practice  likeliest  to  have  licst  i 

knowledge  in  those  works,  wc  find  That  your  Ma*'*"  own  Allum  4 

works  arc  now  aircmly  settled  for  the  yearly  making  of  so  many 
tons  of  AUom  as  (according  to  a  medium  thereof  formerly  cast 
up)  can  |K)ssibly  receive  vent  cither  at  home  or  abroad.  So  that 
if  these  works  of  Sir  Richard  Ilau^hton's  were  at  this  instant 
in  your  Ma*>'*  hands  we  do  not  sec  to  what  purpose  your  Ma*'  ^ 

■  FortMCtto  Papcrt.    Original :  own  hand. 

'  Forteieiie  Papcrt.    Original.  *  So  in  original. 
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should  be  at  the  diargc  to  keep  tlicm  up,  being  tbcre  is  as  much 
AUom  alieadj  undertaken  to  be  made  for  your  Ma*'  as  ean  be 
vented. 

Besides  your  Ma*'  having  been  already  at  so  great  a  charge 
in  settling  these  works  of  your  own,  how  fit  it  may  be  to  issue 
more  monies  in  these  needful  times  on  a  new  work  unnecessary, 
we  humbly  leave  to  your  Ma*''*  good  consideration.  Yet  bdiig 
that  the  making  and  selling  of  Allom  at  Sir  Itiebard  Ilaughtou's 
works  may  hinder  the  vent  of  the  proportion  now  maile  at  your 
Ma*'**,  in  that  rcsiicct  your  Ma*'  may  please  to  gratify  him 
with  some  such  convenient  suit  as  he  shall  find  out  fit  for  your 
Ma*'  to  grant  in  lieu  of  the  benefit  of  his  AUoiii  works.  And 
in  the  mean  time  till  such  a  suit  be  found,  if  your  Ma*'  shall 
please  to  lay  some  command  upon  Sir  Ilobcrt  Banister  to  forbear 
to  take  the  extremity  of  the  forfeiture  of  Sir  Richard's  lands,  yet 
so  as  he  may  sustain  no  loss  in  the  forbearance  of  his  monies;, 
we  think  your  Ma*'  deals  very  graciously  with  Sir  Ricluurd 
Haughton,  and  it  cannot  be  much  prejudicial  to  Sir  Robert 
Banister. 

We  have  sent  some  other  certificates  and  reasons  oonceming 
the  state  of  this  business  to  our  very  good  Lord  the  Earl  of 
Buckingham  to  give  your  ^fa*'  further  information  therein. 
All  which  we  humbly  submit  to  your  Ma*''*  good  pleasure. 

Your  Ma*''*  most  humble  servants 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.  S. 

T.   SUFPOLKB. 

xxiiij"  No.  1G17. 

To  THE  Earl  op  Buckingham.^ 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  send  your  Lordship  a  draught  of  a  letter  touching  the  sub* 
commission,  written  in  wide  lines,  l)ecause  it  may  be  the  better 
amended  by  his  Majesty.  I  think  it  is  so  penned  as  none  ean 
except  to  it,  no  nor  imagine  any  thing  of  it.  For  the  household 
business  there  was  given  a  forinight's  day ;  for  the  pensions,  the 
course  which  I  first  propounded,  of  abating  of  a  third  throughout, 
and  some  wholly,  seemeth  well  entered  into.    These  be  no  ill 

I  Steplient's  Ant  collection,  p.  222  From  the  original.  There  it  a  fair  eopj 
in  the  Oib«on  Pspen,  riiL  f.  84.  But  it  is  a  copy  witliout  any  tfacet  of  come* 
tion,  and  the  punotuation  it  in  one  cato  dearly  wrong. 
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beginnings.     But  this  course  of  the  sub-commission  thrids  all 

the  King's  business.    Go<l  ever  preserve  and  prosper  you. 

Your  Lordship's  true  friend  and  devoted  servant, 

Fr.  BacoNi  C.  S. 
York-houBe,  27  Nor.  1617. 

Sir  Lionel  Cranfield  is  now  reasonably  well  recovered. 

Draught  OP  thk  Sub-Commission. 

My  Lords, 

In  this  first  and  greatest  branch  of  our  charge  concerning  our 
House,  we  do  find  what  difliculties  arc  made,  and  what  time  is 
lost,  in  disputing  and  devising  upon  the  manner  of  doing  that^ 
whereof  the  matter  must  be  and  is  so  fully  resolved.  Neither 
can  we  but  see  in  this,  as  in  a  glass,  the  like  event  to  follow  in 
the  rest  upon  like  reason.  For  the  inferior  officers  in  every  kind, 
who  are  l)cst  able  for  skill  to  pro^iound  the  retrenchments,  will 
out  of  interest  or  fearfulncss  make  dainty  to  do  service ;  and 
that  which  is  done  with  an  ill  will  will  never  be  well  done. 
Again,  to  make  it  the  act  of  the  whole  table,  for  the  particular 
propositions  and  reckonings,  will  l)c  too  tedious  for  you,  and 
will  draw  the  business  itself  into  length ;  and  to  make  any  par- 
ticular committees  of  yourselves,  were  to  imiK)8e  that  upon  a 
few,  which  rcf|uireth  to  be  carried  indifferently  as  the  act  of  you 
all.  For  since  the  great  ofRcers  thenisclvcs'  think  it  too  heavy 
for  theni,  as  our  state  now  is,  to  deal  in  it,  without  bringing  it 
to  the  Table ;  with  much  more  reason  may  any  particular  persons 
of  you  be  loth  to  meddle  in  it,  but  at  the  Board.  In  all  which 
ros|xx^  we  have  thouglit  fit  (neither  do  we  see  any  other  way) 
that  you  send  unto  U9  the  names  of  the  officers  of  our  Exchequer, 
and  our  Custom-house,  and  Auditors,  out  of  which  we  will  make 
choice  of  some  few,  best  qualified  to  be  sub-committees,  for  the 
lietter  ease  and  the  speeding  of  the  business  by  their  continual 
travels  and  meetings ;  whose  part  and  employment  we  incline"^ 
to  be  to  attend  the  principal  officers^  in  their  several  charges, 
and  join  themselves  to  some  of  the  inferior  officers,  and  so  take 

So  in  118.    Sleulient'i  copy  hat,  **  in  disputing  and  of  deriiing  upon  the 
tne^ofdoiiif  it:^  Perhaps  **  that '*  WMwrittm ''yt" 
lAeMMlPft  mfpccif  r«(y  in  MS.  *  imUnd  in  MS. 

*  ffimeipai  ^etr$  retpeetirtig  in  118. 
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upon  them  the  mechanic  and  laborioiu  part  of  every  husincM, 
thereby  to  facilitate  and  prepare  it  for  your  contultatioti^ 
according  to  the  dircctiona  and  inatructiona  they  shall  reociTe 
from  you  from  time  to  timc.^ 

To  rna  Loan  Kkbpir.* 

My  honourable  Lord, 

nis  Majesty  liketh  rory  well  of  the  dmughi  your  Lordship  scot  of 

tho  letter  for  the  sub-eommiMion,  and  hath  Migncd  it  as  it  was  without  any 

alteration,  and  sent  it  to  the  Lords.    Which  is  alll  bare  to  write  at  tlila 

time,  but  that  I  erer  rest 

Your  Lordship's  faithful  friend  and  sonraiit, 

G.  BecKixoHAX. 
Kswmarket,  Uie  %  of  Deeemb.  1617. 

To  rna  Loan  KaarBB.* 

My  bonoiinible  liord^ 
Kis  Majesty  hath  been  pleased  to  refer  a  ))etition  of  one  Sir  Thomas 
Blackstones  to  your  LordHhip,  who  bein};  brother-in-law  to  a  i;i*ntloiiian 
wliom  I  much  res)iect,  Sir  Henry  Constable*  I  havo  at  his  requcut yielded 
to  recommend  his  business  so  far  to  your  Lordship's  farour  as  you  shall 
find  his  caso  to  deserre  compassion  and  may  stand  with  the  rules  of  equity. 
And  so  I  rest 

Your  Lordship's  faithful  friend  and  scrrant, 

G.  BVCKIHOHAX. 

Newmarket,  tlie  4th  December. 

The  Council  to  thb  King.* 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

Heing  yestcniay  assembled  iu  Council  to  proeccd  in  the 
coune  we  hod  licgun  for  retrenchment  of  your  Majesty's 
expcnces;  we  ivocived  your  princely  letters,  whereby  we  arc 
directed  to  send  to  your  Migcsty  the  names  of  the  officers  of 

'  There  is  a  copy  of  this  ilrnu«;ht  in  Gibson  Pii|)cn,  viii.  f.  86,  which  iioorrcctetl 
Ihrotighoiit  in  Bnoon'aown  han«l,  and  iano  doubt  tho  original  draught.  8teplieiii«*« 
ropj  must  hare  boon  from  tho  fair  co]>j  artuallj  sent ;  for  the  Kin^,  aa  we  ms  bj 
tho  answer,  made  no  alteration!  in  it.  Xlio  draught  is  in  tlio  aingular  ponou 
throushout. 

s  Uarl.  MSS.  7006.  f.  CO.  Orig.  Docketed  bj  Mcautjrt,  *<Deo.  a>  1617.  My 
ho.  of  Buck"  to  ▼'  Lp.  signif/ing  the  K.'s  approbation  of  the  draught  of  y  Lp/u 
letter  touching  the  sub-commission.'* 

*  Harl.  MSS.  7006.  f.  52.  Orig.  Doekotod  by  Moautys, «« 4"  Deoembrjs,  1617. 
Tlie  Earl  of  Buck"  to  y'  Lp.  in  tho  bclialf  of  one  Sir  Thomas  Bhu;kstoiies,  knight.** 

*  Stephens's  second  eoUcctioo,  p.  09.    From  Uie  original 
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the  Exchequer,  Custom-house,  and  Auditors,  out  of  which  you 
puriKwe  to  make  choice  of  some  to  be  sub-committed '  to  handle 
the  mechanic  and  laborious  part  of  that  which  your  Majesty 
had  appointcfl  to  our  care;  we  have  according  to  our  duty  sent 
unto  your  Majesty  the  names  of  the  several  officers  of  your 
Majesty  in  those  places,  to  be  ordered  as  your  wisdom  shall 
think  1)cst  to  direct.  But  withal,  we  thought  it  api)crtenant  to 
our  duties  to  inform  your  Majesty  how  far  we  have  proceeded  in 
the  several  heads  of  retreuchmcnts  by  your  Majesty  at  your 
dei^arturc  committed  unto  us,  that  when  you  know  in  what 
estate  our  labours  arc,  your  judgment  may  the  better  direct  any 
further  course  as  shall  be  meet. 

The  matter  of  the  household  was  by  us,  some  days  since, 
committed  peremptorily  to  the  officers  of  the  house,  as  matter  of 
commandment  from  your  Majesty,  and  of  duty  in  them,  to  re- 
<Iucc  the  expcnce  of  your  house  to  a  limited  charge  of  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds  by  the  year,  besides  the  Ixrncfit  of  the  compositions ; 
and  they  have  ever  sithenee  painfully  (as  we  are  informed)  tra- 
vailed in  it,  and  will  be  ready  on  Sunday  next,  which  was  the 
day  given  them,  to  present  some  models  of  retrenchments  of 
divers  kinds,  all  aiming  at  your  Majesty's  service. 

In  the  |x>int  of  pensions  we  have  made  a  beginning,  by  sus- 
}icndiug  some  wholly  for  a  time,  and  of  others  of  a  third  part ; 
in  which  course  we  arc  still  going  on,  until  we  make  it  fit  to  be 
presented  to  your  Majesty ;  in  like  manner  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain and  the  Lord  Hay  did  yesterday  report  unto  us,  what  their 
travail  liad  ordered  in  the  Wanlrol)e :  and  although  some  doubt 
did  arise  unto  us,  whether  your  Majesty's  letters  intended  a  stay 
of  our  labours  until  you  had  made  choice  of  the  Sub-committee 
intended  by  you;  yet  presuming  that  such  a  course  by  sub- 
committee was  purposed  rather  for  a  furtherance  than  lett  to 
that  work,  we  did  resolve  to  go  on  still  till  your  Majesty's 
further  directions  shall  come  unto  us ;  and  then  according  to 
our  duty  wc  will  proceed,  as  we  shall  be  by  your  Majesty  com- 
manded. In  the  mean  time  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  inform 
your  Majesty  of  what  we  have  done,  that  neither  your  Majesty 
may  conceive  that  we  have  been  negligent  in  those  things  which 
were  committed  unto  us,  nor  your  directions  by  your  late  letters 
hinder  or  cast  baek  that  which  is  already  so  far  proceeded  in. 

*  So  printed  hj  Stephens. 
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And  io  hnnblj  kiniii^  jomr  rojral  hands,  and  priTinf^  to  tke 
Almighty  for  yoor  long  and  happy  reipi  over  na,  we  mt 

Your  nwjcsty'a  moat  humble 

and  obedient  sabjocta  and  acnrants, 
O.  Cast.  Pa.  Bacox.  C.  S,  T.  Scrrota. 

K.  WoacBrrcB,      Lvkox.  PaMaaoKB. 

T.  AauanaL.  W.  WALLUcoroan.  L.  Euaa. 

E.  WoTTox.  JAMBa  Hat.  T.  Eovoxst. 

T.  LAsa.  Jul.  CjcaAa.  Bdw.  Coki. 

C.  EoMoaat. 


5  Dee.  1017. 


To   TRB    EaBL  or    BUCKINOHAM.* 


My  very  j;ckhI  Lord, 
Your  Lonlnliip  may  manrcl  that  together  with  the  Icttrr 
from  the  baird  (whieh  you  vee  {laMccl  so  well)  there  came  no 
liarttcular  letter  from  rnvKelf;  wherein,  though  it  Iw  true  that 
now  this  very  evening  I  have  made  even  witli  the  canacs  of 
Chancery,  and  comiKiring  with  the  caiinea  heard  by  my  Lord 
that  dead  i»,  of  Miehaclmaa-term  was  twelvemonth,  I  find  them 
to  be  double  so  many  and  one  more;  lieaides  that  the  caum 
that  I  dispatch  do  seldom  turn  upon  me  again,  as  his  maiiy 
times  did;   yet  ncTcrthcIcas  I  do  assure  your  Lordship  that 
ahould  have  1)ecn  no  excuse  to  me,  who  shall  ever  assign  both  to 
the  causes  of  the  subject,  yea  and  to  my  own  health,  but  the 
leavings  of  times  after  hia  Majesty's  busincaa  done;  but  the 
truth  is  I  could  not  s[)eak  with  Sir  Lionel  Cranficld  (with 
whom  of  necessity  I  wai  to  confer  about  the  names)  till  this 
afternoon. 

First  therefore  I  send  the  names  (l)y  bis  advice  and  with  mine 
own  good  allowance)  of  those  which  we  wish  his  Majesty  ahould 
select ;  wherein  I  liavc  had  re8|)cct  somewhat  to  form,  more  to 
the  avoiding  of  opiiosition,  but  mont  to  the  sen'ioo. 

Two  roont  important  eflfcets  his  Majesty's  letter  hath  wrought 
alrcafly.  The  one,  that  we  perceive  his  Majesty  will  go  thorough 
stitch ;  which  gocth  to  the  root  of  our  disease.  The  other,  that 
it  awaketh  the  particular  officers,  and  will  make  their  own  en* 

'  Gibton  Papen,  voL  riii.  f.  83.  Co>pj  bj  Moeutjt.  Docketed  **  Deo. «» 1617. 
Tour  Lp.  to  tho  Earl  of  Buck"  encloung  namot  to  bo  Mlectod  bj  hia  lU.  for  the 
aub-coBuniaaionen.** 
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dcavours  and  propositions  less  pcrfnnctory,  and  more  solid  and 
true.  For  the  future,  somewhat  is  to  be  done  presently,  and 
somewhat  by  seasonable  degrees. 

For  the  present  my  adviee  is  bis  Majesty  would  be  pleased  to 
write  back  to  tlie  table.  That  he  doth  well  approve  that  we  did 
not  put  back  or  retard  the  good  ways  we  were  in  of  ourselves, 
and  that  we  understood  his  Majesty  right  that  his  late  direction 
was  to  give  help  and  not  hindrance  to  the  former  courses,  ,and 
that  he  doth  cxjicct  the  propositions  we  have  in  hand,  when 
they  arc  finished.  And  that  for  the  sub-commissioners^  he  hath 
scut  us  the  names  he  hath  chosen  out  of  those  by  us  sent  and 
propounded,  and  tliat  he  leaveth  the  particular  directions  from 
time  to  time  in  the  use  of  the  sub-commissioners  wholly  to  the 
table. 

This  I  conceive  to  be  the  fairest  way;  first  to  seaP  the  sub- 
commission  without  opening  the  nature  of  their  employments, 
and  without  seeming  that  they  should  have  any  immediate  de- 
pendance  U|X)n  his  Majesty,  but  merely  upon  the  table. 

As  for  tliat  which  is  to  be  kept  in  breast,  and  to  come  forth 
by  parts,  the  degrees  are  these : 

First,  to  employ  the  sub-commissioners  in  the  reconsidering 
of  tliosc  branches  which  the  several  ofHcers  shall  propound. 

Next,  in  taking  consideration  of  other  branches  of  retrench- 
ment, besides  those  which  shall  be  pro|K)undcd. 

Tlie  third,  to  take  into  consideration  the  great  and  huge 
arrears  and  debts  in  every  office;  whether  there  be  cause  to 
abate  them  upon  deceit  or  abuse,  and  at  least  how  to  settle  them 
best  both  for  the  King's  honour,  and  avoiding  of  clamour,  and 
for  the  taking  away  (as  much  as  may  be)  that  same  ill  influence 
and  effect,  whereby  the  arrear  past  destroys  the  good  husbandry 
and  reformation  to  come. 

The  foturth  is  to  proceed  from  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
trenchments  and  arrears  to  the  improvements. 

All  these  four,  at  least  the  last  throe,  I  wish  not  to  be  stirred 
in  till  his  Migesty^s  coming.  Ood  ever  preserve  and  prosper 
you* 

Your  Lordship's  true  friend, 

and  devoted  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon. 
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i  pleMod  to  liATe  a  litUe  we  of  tk 


bellowing  of  this  letter. 

York-hooM*  Ikis  OUi 
pTDMrmbcr,  1617. 


To  TVS  Lord  EitraR.* 

My  iMNMNirabl^  LonU 

LMt  Mr.  8f«rrUrf  iilMmM  he  cone  twaj  before  tlie  Mirfiy  iif  tb 

fMckei,  I  hart  thought  fit  to  airrct  it  to  yowr  Lorcbhip,  with  thii  Ifttcrti 

your  LonUbip  tbovt  Uie  cowt  of  W«rdi,  and  umHImt  to  the  Lonb  fna 

his  Migeety.    Wbirh  ie  all  I  hsre  nov  to  writOt  but  that  I  ercr  mt, 

Yov  Lordship**  fiiithfol  Iriend  and  tenraat, 

O.  BrcnveiiV' 
KeWMirkci,  ths  7  of  IVomber,  1017. 

To  TUt  Lord  Kiipbr.* 

.My  hoBOurable  Lord, 

I  hare  aer|ttainted  his  Majenty  vitli  yovr  Lordship'e  letter,  vlw  ^ 
foUoned  your  dircrtiont  therein,  and  hath  written  to  the  Loids  aoronl* 
ingly.  Whirh  ia  all  I  bare  now  to  write  to  your  Lordship,  hut  tkit  I 
shall  erer  rrtt 

Your  Lord»hip  s  faithful  friend  and  serrant, 

O.   BUCEIVORAV. 

Vewinarket,  the  9tb  dsy  of  December,  1617. 

Tbo  next  letter  relates  to  a  matter  in  which  Bacon's  pHvato 
interests  were  concerned.  Ha  held  a  patent  from  the  Crovn  of 
Rome  value — the  fann  of  the  Petty  Writs :  paying  a  fixed  rent  tothr 
King  for  the  privilege  of  receiving  the  proceeds  to  his  own  uae.  It 
seems  that  about  this  time  Sir  Ocorgo  Chaworth  had  offered  to  pro 
a  higher  rent  for  it,  whether  upon  discovery  of  a  way  to  increw<^  i^ 
value,  or  only  as  thinking  that  tho  actual  proceeds  wcro  worth morCi 
1  do  not  know.  But  being  a  project  for  tbo  King's  bcnrfit  it 
oblige  J  Ikcon  to  make  a  now  arrangemeut :  tho  nature  of  which 
may  be  partly  gathered  from  the  next  letter.  Ho  offered  the  Kin; 
a  belter  bargsin,  and  contrived  at  tlio  samo  time  to  niako  it  worth 
Sir  Gorge's  while  to  drop  his  suit.  If  a  letter  from  Bacon  to  Buck- 
ingham of  the  10th  of  December  1017,  the  opening  words  sod  the 

I  UsrI.  MSS.  70M.  f.  54.  Ori^.  Docketed  by  lioMij*,  •>  Dec.  7. 1617.  T^ 
Karl  of  Buck"  to  your  Lp.  encloeinf;  a  lottcr  uncier  the  king's  eiipMtttie  toodiiif 
tbo  Court  of  W«rdA,  and  another  to  tlio  Lords  touching  tlie  sub-coniiniiMoii.*' 

'  Hari.  MS8.  7006.  f.  56.    Oriff.     Dockct«d  by  Meautyi,  «•  My  hK  of  Back-" 
to  your  Lo^  aliewing  tho  king's  liking  of  your  opinion  and  ohoios  of  bbsmi  for 
sub-oommi«ion.*' 
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■ubject  of  which  arc  entered  in  Staphonii't  catalogue,^  should  be 
fouudy  it  would  probably  tell  nouictliiug  more.  In  tho  meaatime 
this  is  enough  to  make  the  following  letter  intelligible. 


To  THE  Earl  op  Buckingham.' 

My  very  good  Lord, 

Sir  George  Chaworth  and  I  am  agreed,  so  that  now  I  shall 
retain  the  grace  of  my  place,  and  yet  he  rewanled.  The  King 
hath  no  ill  bargain;  for  he  hath  four  times  as  much  as  was 
oflcrcd  by  Sir  George  of  increase,  and  yet  I  take  upon  me  to 
content  my  servants,  and  to  content  him.  Nevertheless  I  shall 
think  myself  pleasured  by  his  Majesty,  and  do  acknowledge  that 
your  Lordship  hath  dealt  very  honourably  and  nobly  with  me. 

I  send  inclosed  a  letter  whereby  your  Lordship  signiiieth  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  to  me,  and  I  shall  make  the  warrant'to  Mr. 
Attorney;  I  desire  it  may  bo  carried  in  privateness.     I  ever 

Your  Lordship's  true  friend, 

and  devotcfl  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon. 
This  New- Years 

ere,  1C17. 

4. 

The  new  year  brought  sonte  changes,  but  chiefly  in  titles  and 
dignities.  A  rumour  that  Buckingham  '*  meant  to  resign  the 
mastership  of  the  ilonio  to  the  ^farquis  of  Hamilton,  and  was  to 
compound  with  the  Lord  Admiral  for  his  place,"'  had  been  current  a 
month  or  two  before ;  and  it  may  be  true  that  tho  King  had  ^ome 
project  of  the  kind.  It  seems  however  tliat  Buckingham  himself 
was  not  a  party  to  it.  For  wo  learn  from  another  of  Carleton*s  cor- 
respondents, writing  on  the  7th  of  January,  that  it  was  then  said  **  he 
had  absolutely  refused  to  be  Admiral,  in  respect  of  the  King's  ser- 
vice,— ^not  being  experienced  in  that  office.*'^  Upon  which  the  King 
"in  requital*'  made  him  a  Marquis.  The  patent  was  a  New- Year's 
gift,  and  bestowed  apparently  without  any  ceremony. 

*  Beginning,  **  I  find  Sir  Geo.  Cliaworth."  Oontentt,  '*  Touching  the  fimning 
oftliCMnAll  writs.** 

'  Oibvon  Fk)iani,  vol.  viii.  f.  87.  Copy.  Docketed  **The  hwt  of  Pcccmhcr, 
ItlT. .  Y'  Lp.  to  llie  Eftri  of  Bucklngiuun  touohing  Sir  Ckorge  Chsworth't  auit,** 

*  OiambrriAin  to  Cbrleton.    16  Nov.  1017. 

*  Sir  KdwMd  Usrwood  to  Sir  D.  Gsrieton,  7  Jsn.  1617 -S.  8.  P.  Dom. 
Tot  sev.  no.  8. 


1617 -Ul]  BAOOH  VADK  IX>RD  CIUKCRLLOE.  287 

On  ibe  Sondaj  afW  Nev-Year^a  day,  the  nev  ^larquia  made*  ft 
groat  IcMt ;  ai  which  among  other  thinga  the  Lord  Keeper  vaa 
made  Lord  ChaoceUor:  "*  wheiein/*  aaja  Chamberlain,  **  beaidci  fcbe 
title  he  hath  thia  advantage,  that  it  ia  for  life,  with  £G00  a  jcar  in- 
creaae.**  2ior  wa«  thia  the  only  favour  beatowed  upon  him  at  this 
time.  "  The  apccch  goea,'*  adda  the  aame  authority,  **  that  he  ihftQ 
be  Diade  a  Baron,  and  hath  the  making  of  another  given  him  to  dis- 
charge hia  debts :  which  in  courtesy  he  hath  oflTered  to  his  rUrat 
brother  for  £l(K)i)  less  than  another  should  give :  which  ho  will  not 
accept:  mindful  perha|»s  of  his  father's  motto  or  poay,  wteJiterim 
Urmm*  llis  Lordship  hath  of  late  much  insinuated  into  the  King*a 
and  Ix>rd  Marquis's  favour ;  and  takea  a  new  coume  of  thriving ; 
having  at  one  clap  caahiered  sixteen  of  his  galhuita."^ 

This  last  circumstance  will  be  found  hereafter  to  be  of  some  im- 
portance in  connexion  with  the  date  of  the  oflTcncea  for  which  he  wan 
im|ieachcd.  It  seems  to  indicate  a  serious  eflbrt  to  set  his  Immisc  in 
better  order,  at  a  time  wlicn  his  fortune  was  otherwise  very  pr»- 
s|ierous  and  nothing;  seemed  to  threat(*n  a  reverse.  Nor  was  it  mado 
a]to«;ethcr  in  vain,  if  it  bo  true,  as  1  believe  it  ts,  that  none  of  the 
acts  laid  to  his  char^^c  were  then  of  nM*ent  date.  But  thia  belonga 
to  a  future  chapter.  Perhaps  it  waa  only  his  present  occupation  in 
the  retrenchment  of  expenm»8  in  the  King's  household  that  reminded 
him  of  the  expediency  of  doing  the  same  in  liis  own,  which  wanted  it 
almost  as  much.  Such  New-Yoar'a  gifla  aa  a  pair  of  golden  candle- 
aticks  for  the  Prince,  or  the  cup  of  essay  for  the  ^larquia  (aee  the 
next  letters),  were  not  extravagant.  But  if  forty  pounda*  worth  of 
plate  aa  a  new  year'a  gift  to  the  Archbiahop  of  Spalato*  waa  not  an 
exceptional  case, — ^if  it  waa  a  fair  aample  of  the  atyle  in  which  he  did 
these  things, — the  disappearance  of  an  ample  income  without  clear- 
ing his  estate  from  debt  necda  no  curious  explanation. 

These  things  prcmiaed,  the  correspondence  may  go  on  aa  boforo. 

To  THE  Eahl  op  Buckingham.' 

My  very  good  Lord, 
Your  Lordahip'a  Icttera  patcnta  arc  ready.    I  would  be  glad 
to  be  one  of  the  witneaaca  at  the  delivery.    And  therefore^  if  the 

'  Cliamberlain  to  Gsrirton,  10  Jan.  K>18-9.    8.  P.  Dom.  vol  xev.  no.  11. 

'  "  I  hesr  the  King  gave  him  m  now-jmrV  gift  of  plato  to  Iho  tsIim*  of  £100, 
snd  tho  Ixm)  Chancellor  gave  hiiii  ono  of  £10.*'  ClisiiiborUin  to  Ouielon, 
17  Jan.  1617-18. 

*  OibiKm  Paper*,  vol.  viii.  f.  86.  Copy  by  Mcautya.  Docketed  by  Neanty% 
'*Now.Year'i  Kve,  1617.  A  kiUft  to  my  Lo.  of  book*  upon  the  sending  of « 
New-Tear's  gift.** 
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King  and  your  Lordship  will  give  mc  leave,  I  will  bring  it  to- 
anorrow  at  any  hour  shall  be  appointed. 

Your  Lordship's  ever^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 
Xew-Tcin  ere,  1617. 

I  am  bold  to  send  your  Lordship  for  your  New-Year's  gift  a 
plain  cup  of  essay,  in  token  that  if  your  Lordship  in  any  thing 
shall  make  me  your  sayman,  I  will  he  hurt  before  your  Lordship 
shall  be  hurt.  I  present  therewith  to  you  my  best  service, 
which  shall  be  my  All-Year's  gift. 

To  Sir  James  Fullerton.* 

I  presume  to  send  his  Highness  a  pair  of  small  candlesticks  of 

gold,  in  token  that  I  hope  and  pray  that  his  light  and  the  light 

of  his  posterity  upon  church  and  commonwealth  may  never 

fail.    I  pray  do  me  the  favour  to  present  it  to  his  Highness,  with 

my  best  and  humblest  service. 

Your  most  affectionate  and  assured  friend, 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.  S. 
New-Tesr*s  Ere, 
1617. 

To  THE  LOBD  CUAlfCELLOR.' 

My  honourable  Lord, 
I  bare  heretofore  reeommcnded  unto  your  Lordship  the  determina- 
tion of  the  eause  between  8ir  llowland  K^erton  and  Edward  Ef;crton, 
w  lio  I  undemtand  did  t>oth  a^nt'e,  being  1»efore  your  Lordship,  upon  the 
ralues  of  the  whole  lands.  And  as  your  Lordship  hath  already  made  so 
good  an  cntranee  into  the  business,  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  be  as  noble 
in  furthering  the  full  agreement  between  the  parties,  whereunto  I  am 
informed  Sir  Kowland  Egerton  is  very  forward,  oiTenng  on  his  part  that 
whieh  to  me  seemeth  very  reasonable,  either  to  divide  the  lands  and  his 
adverse  party  to  eboose,  or  the  other  to  divide  and  he  to  choose.  Where* 
upon  my  desire  to  your  Lordship  is  that  you  would  accordingly  make  a 
final  end  between  them  in  making  a  division  and  setting  forth  the  lands 
aeeording  to  the  values  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  themselves.    Wherein 

^  Oibwm  Papers,  toI.  Tiii.  f.  88.  Copy  by  Meautys.  No  fly-leaf.  Docketed  in 
the  uMial  hand,**  To  Sir  James  Fullcrtou  upon  the  presenting  of  a  Now- Year's 
pti  to  Uie  Prinee." 

*  He  had  been  Siureyor  of  the  Lands  to  Prince  Charles,  when  Duke  of  York ; 
and  was  Oroom  of  the  Stole  to  him  wlien  King.  He  died  in  January,  1639. 
(Note  by  Biieh.) 

'  HarL  1188.  7006.  f.  58.  Orig.  Docketed  by  Meautys,  "  9  Jan.  1617.  The 
Varqais  of  Buck,  to  yr.  Lp.  louehing  EgeHon*s  cause." 
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bcfidn  the  charitable  work  your  hotAMp  ahall  So  in  making  fud  of  a 

footroreny  brtwccn  thoar  wliom  name  ami  Mood  ahonld  tie  tOf^Utr  and 

keep  in  anitj,  I  will  arknovlediee  ytmr  faronr  aa  mlo  njaelf,  wmA  will 

ever  rrai 

Your  LonUiip'a  fiuUifal  aerranU 

G.  BVCEIHOSAM. 
Hm'oImIiI*.  thf  9lh  of 
Jaauary,  1617. 
» 

To  TUB  LoU>  CUAMCKUOm^ 

My  boDoarable  Lord, 

Hia  Majcaty  baring  i^ircn  order  to  Mr.  Solicitor  to  aeqaaini  yonr 

liordabip  witb  a  bu»inefi  ioucbinic  alehouacs,  tbai  npon  conaidcntion 

thereof  you  might  certify  yonr  opinion  unto  bia  Majesty,  wbetber  it  bo 

fit  to  be  granted  or  not,  I  hare  tbougbt  fit  to  desire  your  Lordship  to  giro 

it  what  farour  and  furtherance  you  inay,  (if  yon  find  it  reasonable  and  not 

prejudicial  to  his  Majesty's  serrice.)  liecause  it  concenieth  ^fr.  Pitnek 

Maule  and  my  brother  Christopher  Villiers.  wliose  benefit  I  hare  leaaon 

to  wish  and  adranee  by  any  just  course.    And  so  I  rest 

Your  Lordahip'a  fiuthful  aerrsnt, 

O.  liucKtvoaAM. 
Boyfton,  Jan.  lltl^  1617. 

» 

8iB  LioHKL  Cravpirlp  TO  Bi7CKiiionAM,  14  Jak.  1617.' 

"  I  was  ye«tomii;ht  m'ith  my  TjO.  Chancellor,  with  whom  T  spent  some 
time  in  acquainting  him  with  the  manner  of  our  prr>ceedings,'  who  was 
pleaaed  to  approve  thereof,  ami  ia  as  full  of  hope  and  desire  it  may  sue* 
eeed  to  his  Majesty's  satisfaction  aa  we  thai  aro  the  labouren  in  it.** 

To  THE  UirniT  Hon.  his  vkky  good  L.  thb  L.  Marquis  or 

BVCKINOIIAM,   OP    HIS   Ms   MOST    HON,    Pr.   CoUNSBL.^ 

My  very  good  Lord^ 

I  write  now  only  rather  in  a  kind  of  eontinuancc  and  fresh 
suit  u|)on  the  King's  business,  than  that  the  same  is  yet  ripe 
oither  for  advertisement  or  advice. 

The  sub-cummisaioucrs   meet   forenoon  and  aflcmoou  with 

great  diligence,   and   without  distraction,  or  running  several 

^  ways :  which  if  it  be  no  more  than  nooeswiry,  what  would  less 

have  done  ?  that  is  if  there  had  been  no  sub-commissioners,  or 

they  not  well  chosen. 

I  speak  with  Sir  Lionel  Cranfield  as  cause  roquireth  either 

1  Hurl.  MSS.  7006.  f.  60.  Orig.  Docketed  **  1617,  11  Jantury.  The  L. 
Marquis  Buck,  to  mj  Lo.  eonceruing  tho  suit  of  Mr.  Patrick  Mauls  and  Mr. 
Chriiitoplicr  Villicn  touching  alulioufos/* 

'  Fortoicuc  Papers.  '  On  the  great  business  of  the  Ilowshold. 

*  Fortctcuo  Pspers.    Orig.    Own  hand. 

VOL.  VI,  ^ 
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for  account  or  direction,  and  as  far  as  I  can  bj  the  taste  I  have 
from  him  discern  probably,  tlieir  service  will  attain  and  may 
exceed  his  Majesty's  ex|)Cctation. 

I  do  well  like  the  course  they  take,  which  is,  in  every  kind  to 
act  down  (as  in  beer,  in  wine,  in  ))ecf,  in  muttons,  in  corn,  etc.) 
what  conietli  to  the  King's  use,  and  then  what  is  8|)ent,  and 
lastly  what  may  lie  saved.  This  way,  though  it  l)c  not  so  accu- 
sative, yet  is  it  demonstrative.  Nam  rectum  est  index  siii  et 
obiiqui,  and  the  false  manner  of  accounting,  and  where  the  gain 
clcavcth,  will  appear  after  by  consequence.  I  humbly  pray  his 
Majesty  to  pardon  me  for  troubling  him  with  these  imparfite 
glances,  which  I  do  both  because  I  know  his  Majesty  thinkcth 
long  to  understand  somewhat,  and  lest  his  Majesty  should  con* 
ocivc  that  he  multiplying  honoui-s  and  favours  u|)on  me,  I  should 
not  also  increase  and  redouble  my  endeavours  and  cares  for  his 
service.  God  ever  bless,  preserve,  and  pro6|ier  his  Majesty  and 
jour  Lordship,  to  whom  I  ever  remain 

Your  friend  and  most  devoted  servant. 

Fa.  Bacon,  Cane. 
16  Jan.  1617. 

To  THE  LOBD  ChaXCBLLOB.* 

My  hoiumrablo  Lord, 

Sir  John  Cotton  having  acquainted  me  with  a  petition  he  intended  to 
exhibit  to  his  T^Iajenty,  that  without  any  apparent  fault  committed  by  liim 
he  was  put  from  hi*  office  of  Cnitton  Rofu forum  I  have  persuaded  him  to 
forbear  the  presenting  of  his  petition  until  I  luid  written  to  your  Lordship 
and  received  your  answer.  I  have  therefore  thouy^ht  Gt  to  signify  unto  your 
Lordship  that  ho  is  a  gentleman  of  whom  his  Majesty  maketh  good 
esteem,  and  hath  oAen  occasion  to  use  his  service,  and  therefore  (besides 
that  bo  ii  a  man  of  goo<l  years,  and  hath  served  long  in  the  place)  I  know 
his  Majesty  out  of  these  respects  will  be  loth  he  should  receive  any  dis- 
grace. I  desire  therefore  to  understand  frum  your  Lordship  the  reasons 
of  his  remove,  that  if  I  cannot  give  satisfaction  to  the  gentleman  liirasclf, 
I  may  at  least  make  annwer  to  bis  Majesty  for  that  act  of  your  Lordship's, 
which  is  allcdged  to  bo  very  unusual  unless  upon  some  precedent  misde* 
meanor  of  the  party.  Thus  having  in  this  point  discharged  my  part  in 
taking  the  liest  course  T  could  that  no  complaint  should  como  against  you 
to  the  King,  I  rest 

Your  Lordship's  faithful  friend, 

Kewmarket,  tlie  16  of  O.  BuckinouaV. 

Janoaiy,  1617. 

*  llarL  M88.  7006.  f.  62.    Orig.    Docketed  by  Moaiitys, '« Jan.  16.  1017.  The 
Msr«|.  of  Backing*  to  your  Lp.  touching  the  rmtoring  Sir  Jolui  Cotton  to  bo 
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To  Sir  IIknrt  Yilvkatun,  Attorn bt  Ginikau^ 

Mr.  Atlomnr, 
Whcrcan  tlicrc  drpctidctli  before  mc  in  Chanctfy  a  gmt 
Cftiitc  of  titlict  coiiccmiiig  the  liciirfiorfi  of  London,  tlioa^^b  is  i 
imrticular,  jrt  by  coiitoqiicncc  leading  (o  a  general:  11b  Ui- 
jc»tf,  out  of  hit  great  and  religious  care  of  tbc  f4atc  both  of 
cliurcb  and  city,  ii«  graeiouHly  pleaaetl  that  before  any  jwlicu^ 
sentence  be  pronounced  in  Cbanoery  there  be  a  oommiwaii 
directed  unto  me,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Treasurer,  tk 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  and  the  Lord  Chaniberlaiu,  and  likewise  to  tbe 
Lord  Arehbishopy  tlie  Lord  Hisliop  of  Winchester'  and  the 
Bbhop  of  Ely  :*  and  alao  to  the  Master  of  the  RoHs%  Uictvo 
liord  Chief  Jn«tires,*  Ju«tirr  IVKldcridge  and  Jimfice  Hutton, 
who  formerly  amiKted  me  in  the  enusc,  to  treat  of  mme  eon- 
rord  in  a  reasonable  mndcrstion  lietwocn  the  ministm  a»l 
the  mayor  and  the  commonalty  of  London  in  the  lichalf  of  tbe 
eitiienn,  and  to  make  aome  pact  and  trannaction  between  then 
by  eonffcnt,  if  it  may  be,  or  otherwise  to  hear  and  certify  tlidr 
opinions  touching  the  cause,  that  thercu|ion  his  Msjesty  nuj 
take  such  further  order,  by  directing  of  a  proceeding  in  Qaaneaj 
or  by  some  otlier  course,  as  to  his  wiMlom  sliall  seem  fit 

You  wilt  have  care  to  draw  the  commission  with  some  prcficc 
of  honour  to  his  Majesty,  and  likewise  to  insert  in  the  bc^nning 
of  the  commission,  that  it  was  de  advitamemio  eancetUoru  {» it 
was  inderd)  lest  it  should  seem  to  be  taken  from  the  court.  ^ 
I  commit  you  to  God's,  etc. 

Pa.  Bacon,  Cane. 

Jannsiy  10, 1617. 

To  THe  MAaquia  or  Bucrinoham.* 

My  very  good  Lord, 
I  do  not  easily  fail  towanls  gentlemen  of  quality  todi^gn^ 
them.    For  1  take  mynelf  to  have  some  interest  in  the  good  wilb 

I  Gi>Mion  rspcm,  rol.  Tiii.  f.  Oa    Copy  hj  M«iiitj«. 

<  Dr.  Jiiinrfi  Moiitii|pi.  *  Dr.  Lancelot  AmlrpwM.  ^  Sir  JiiKw  0«ir. 

*  Sir  TTriirj  Moiit«Ku  of  tlie  King*s  Brncli  ami  Sir  llmrj  Uobsrt  of  Ike  Gon- 
mon  Plra«. 

•  Oih»on  Pap^m,  yoI.  Tiii.  f.  01.  Copy  bv  Mfaiifyp.  Dorkcti^l,  ««To  thf  Mw- 
miin  of  l<iickinj(lmin«  roii<vmin((  Hir  John  Cotlon'n  rr^igning  the  plane  of  Cw'*' 
Jfoiniwwm  of  Cainbriclg«*«luiv.'* 
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of  the  gentlcmcD  of  England,  which  I  keep  and  cherish  for  his 
Majesty's  special  service.  And  for  this  gentleman  of  whom 
yea  write.  Sir  John  Cotton,  I  know  no  cause  in  the  world  why 
I  should  have  displaced  hioi  but  that  it  was  certified  unto  me 
that  it  was  his  own  desire  to  resign  :  wherein  if  I  was  abused,  I 
will  restore  him.  But  if  he  did  consent,  and  now  it  is  done 
changeth  his  mind,  then  I  would  be  loth  to  disgrace  the  other 
that  is  comcn  in. 

Therefore  I  pray  your  Lordship  that  I  may  know  and  be  in. 
formed  from  himself  what  passed  touching  his  consent,  and  I 
will  do  him  reason.  Thus,  with  my  thanks  to  your  Lordship, 
I  will  ever  rest. 

Your  Lordship's  true  friend, 

and  most  devoted  servant. 

Fa.  Bacon,  Cane. 
SOJanusry,  1617. 

To  THB  LOBD  ChAKCBILOB.* 

My  h(^  Lord, 
A  servant  of  his  M.  to  whom  I  wish  very  well  bath  acquainted  mc 
with  a  sait  of  his,  for  erect  in  ;▼  an  oflico  for  the  making  and  copying  of 
Commisiiions  that  go  out  of  Chftnccry  for  examination  of  witnesses,  wliich 
he  allegeth  will  be  no  derogation  either  to  the  honour  or  profit  of  your 
I/'*  place,  but  only  lessen  the  gains  of  some  wlio  have  more  business  (more 
properly  belonging  to  their  place  than  this)  than  they  can  well  despatch : 
but  rather  an  ease  and  safety  to  the  subject  in  general.  Yet  in  regard  it 
belongcth  to  your  Lp's  Court,  ho  forbeareth  out  of  duty  and  respect  unto 
your  Lp.  to  move  his  M.  herein,  without  first  obtaining  yo'  Lp's  favour- 
able approbation  thereof;  and  hath  desired  mo  to  recommend  it  unto  your 
Lp.  Which  the  more  willingly  I  do  in  regard  of  his  respective  carriage  to 
yonr  Lp.  therein,  desiring  you  for  my  sake  to  shew  him  what  favour  your 
Lp.  may,  which  I  will  not  fail  to  acknowledge  as  done  to  myself.  And 
will  ever  rest 

Your  Lop*  faithful  servant, 

O.  BucKiNonAif. 
The  party  for  whom  I  write  is  one  of  the  grooms  of  his  M.  bed- 
ehamber. 

Ifewmarket  the  21 

day  of  January, 

1617. 

I  Tanner  MS8.  74.  f.  lOk  OHg.  Docketed  by  Moantys,  «  Jan.  21, 1617.  The 
Mieq^  of  Back*  to  yo^  Lp.  tonehing  a  suit  nuido  for  the  erection  of  an  ofltoe  for 
ths  aMikinf  of  Oommiiaiont  thai  go  out  of  Chancery  for  examining  witnesses.*' 
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To  ms  LoBD  Chakcillob.* 

M  J  honourable  Lord, 
I  diank  your  lordship  for  yoar  favoar  to  Sir  George  Tipptni;.  in 
pTinff  lilierty  unto  him  to  make  hit  appearance  liefore  you  after  the  lioly- 
days,  at  my  request ;  who  (as  I  undentand  by  some  friends  of  mine  who 
mored  me  to  rrcotnnieud  him  to  your  Lordship's  favour)  is  willing  to  con- 
form himself  to  performance  of  the  decree  made  in  the  Chancery  by  your 
Ix>rdiihip*s  pretloces!*or.  but  that  he  is  persuaded  that  prewntly  upon  the 
performance  thereof  his  son  will  make  away  the  land  that  shall  be  eon- 
Tcyed  unto  him,  which  beini;  oome  to  Sir  Gcorf^e  from  his  anceatoiv  he 
dcsireth  to  preserre  to  his  posterity.  I  desire  your  Lordship's  farther 
favour  therefore  unto  him,  that  you  will  find  out  some  course  how  he  nay 
be  escnipled  from  that  fear  of  the  sale  of  hist  land,  whert-of  he  is  ready  to 
acknoiR  ledfsc  a  fine  to  his  eon  and  to  his  heirs  by  Anne  Pigot,  and 
thoy  failini;  to  \un  son's  heirs  malcn,  and  for  want  thereof  to  any  of  hia 
son's  or  brrthren's  heirs  males,  and  so  to  the  heirs  general  of  hia  father 
and  himself  by  lineal  deseentp  and  the  remainder  to  the  crown.  Tliis 
olTer,  whieh  seeuieth  very  reasonable  and  for  his  Majesty's  advantage,  1 
desire  your  Lordship  to  take  into  your  consideration,  and  to  shew  him 
what  favour  you  may  for  my  sake ;  which  I  will  readily  acknowledge,  and 

ever  rest 

Your  Lordship's  faithful  servant 

O.  BrCKIHOKAM. 

Newmarket,  23  of  January,  1617. 

To  THE  LOBD  CH&VCBUOR.* 

My  honourable  Lord, 
Since  I  received  your  Lordship's  letter.  Sir  Lionel  Cranfield  beini; 
here  hath  informed  his  Majesty  of  tJie  whole  proceeding  in  his  bujiineaa 
of  tlie  household ;  which  his  Majesty  liketh  very  well,  and  is  glad  it  ia 
approved  by  your  Lordship,  of  whose  care  and  pains  therein  he  rcccivetli 
very  good  satisfaction. 

In  the  business  touching  Sir  John  Cotton,*  your  Lordship  dealeth  at 

nobly  as  can  l^e  desired ;  and  so  (if  it  should  come  in  question  before  his 

Msjesty)  I  would  answer  in  your  behalf.    I  leave  Sir  John  Cotton  to  in* 

form  your  Lordship  by  his  letter  of  the  patisagea  of  tho  business,  and  ever 

rest 

Your  Lordship's  faithful  sorrant, 

Newmarket,  Jan.  H  1617.  G.  Buckivobam . 

5. 

We  have  now  seen  a  good  many  specimens  of  the  letters  written 
by  Buckingham  to  Bacon  in  favour  of  suitors  in  his  Court.    I  have 

I  Hnrl.  MSS.  7006.  f.  6t.  Orig.  Docketed  by  Meaiit.vs  **  Jan.  S3, 1617.  The 
Maru'  of  Buck"  for  jr.  Lp.  touching  Sir  Ooorf(c  Tiitping." 

'  llarl.  MSS.  7006.  f.  66.  Original.  Docketed  by  Heautys,  ■«  Jan.  H  1617. 
The  Marq.  of  Buck*  to  yr  Lp.  touching  the  business  of  ths  Uonsshold.'* 

'  Soe  p.  S90  and  292. 


2Ui  LErrJblllS  AM)  LIFE  OF  FKANCIS  BACON.       [Cuir.  Vi. 

tttkcu  them  as  they  caoio  anions  the  rest.  I  have  given  all  that  I 
know  of  up  to  this  dnto.  And  as  it  appears  by  the  dockets  that  the 
scries  has  been  carefully  kept  for  Buoon*s  own  use,  I  do  not  think  it 
/ilv/jr  that  there  were  ever  many  more.  At  any  rate  tlirne  are  nil 
ilia t  we  have  to  judge  by,  so  far:  and  each  reader  may  decide  for 
himself  whothcr  they  alTonl  reason  for  thinking  that  Duckinghnm — 
I  will  not  say  wast  in  the  habit  of  "dictating  Bacon's  decrees/' 
which  is  absurd — but  that  ho  so  much  as  wished  him  in  any  case  to 
decide  in  favour  of  a  party  whom  he  thought  in  the  wrong.  I  attach 
no  weight  to  the  qualifying  chiuso.  That  instead  of  being  used  at  iirst 
and  omitted  afterwards,  according  to  Lord  Campbell's  original  asser- 
tion, it  was  in  fact  used  more,  uniformly  afterwards  than  at  first,  was 
probably  an  accident.  The  recommendation  was  meant  I  thiujc  in 
all  cases  alike  to  be  subject  to  the  qualification.  But  how  was  it 
understood  bv  Bacon  himself?  How  did  he  deal  with  these  rccom- 
mcndations;  or  how  did  he  wish  Buckingham  to  believe  that  ho 
dealt  with  thorn  ?  No  attempt  has  ever  been  made  to  connect  an 
unjust  decree  of  his  with  one  of  those  letters :  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  professed  to  deal  with  them  may  be  gathered  from  the  next 
letter.  How  Buckingham  accepted  the  report  will  appear  by  hii 
answer  (Slst  January)  a  little  further  on.' 

To  TOE  Marquis  op  Buckingham.* 

My  very  good  Lord^ 

I  thought  tit  by  this  ray  private  letter  to  your  Lordship,  to 
give  you  an  account  of  such  business  as  your  Lordship  hath 
recommended  unto  nic,  that  you  may  perceive  that  I  have  taken 
that  care  of  them  I  ought  nnd  ever  shall  in  those  you  recom- 
mend or  remit  to  mc. 

For  the  suit  of  the  Alehouses  which  conccmcth  your  brother 
Mr.  Christopher  Villiers^  and  Mr.  Patrick  Mawlc,  I  have  con- 
ferred with  my  Lord  Chief  Justice  and  Mr.  Solicitor  thereupon, 
and  there  is  a  scruple  in  it  that  it  should  be  one  of  the  grievances 
put  down  in  Parliament;  which  if  it  be,  I  may  not  in  my  duty 
and  love  to  you  advise  you  to  deal  in  it;  if  it  be  not,  I  will 
mould  it  in  the  best  nianner  and  help  it  forward.  The  stay  is 
upon  the  search  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliament,  who  is  out  of 
town ;  but  we  have  already  found,  that  Uie  last  grievauoe  in  7mo 

>  8f«  p.  t»a 

*  St^PiAieiit't  flnt  eoQsetioii,  p.  Sti.    From  (hs  originsL    Beprinl«d  ia  Mooiid 
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is  not  tbc  same  with  tliia  suit ;  but  wc  doubt  yet  of  another 
in  So. 

For  the  business  of  Mr.  Lcviston^  for  your  Lordship's  sake 
(w)io  I  |icrccivc  keeps  your  noble  coun»c  with  nic,  in  acquaiuting 
me  with  these  things)  ]  shall  apply  mytielf  unto  you ;  though  in 
my  nature  I  do  desire  that  those  that  9er\'e  in  the  eourt  where  1 
sit,  though  they  Ix;  not  in  places  of  my  gift,  and  so  ooncenis  not 
me  nor  my  plaee  in  profit;  yet  I  wish,  I  say,  I  mought  leans 
them  in  as  good  ease  as  I  find  them.  And  this  suit  ooiieemeth 
the  main  profit  of  the  Six  Clerks ;  who  though  they  be  of  the 
Master  of  the  Kolls  his  gift,  yet  they  sen^e  in  my  court.  But 
my  greatest  doubt  is  that  the  grant  cannot  be  good  in  law;  and 
that  it  is  not  like  those  other  precedents,  whereof  I  have  received 
a  note.  Vor  the  difTcrciiee  is,  where  things  have  \xxn  written 
by  all  the  elcrk&  indifTerently  and  loosely  (in  which  ease  the 
King  may  draw  them  into  an  office)  and  where  they  have  ap» 
pertained  to  one  c«|ieeial  oflice ;  in  which  case  the  King  can  no 
more  take  away  the  profits  of  a  man's  oHicc,  than  he  can  the 
profits  of  his  land.  Therefore  I  think  your  I/onlship  may  do 
well  to  write  to  Mr.  Solicitor  and  Serjeant  Finch,  or  some  oilier 
lawyers  that  you  trust,  or  such  sis  Mr.  Ixviston  trusccth,  being 
|)ersons  of  account,  to  inform  you  of  the  point  in  law,  before 
you  proceed  any  further :  for  without  that  all  is  in  vain. 

For  the  business  of  Hawkins,  touching  the  register  for  Uic 
commission  of  Bankrupts ;  I  am  not  yet  satisfied  likewise  for 
the  law,  nor  for  the  eonvenieney ;  but  I  rattier  incline  to  think 
it  may  pass :  and  I  have  set  it  in  a  courAC  by  which  I  may  be 
throughly  informed. 

For  Sir  Rowland  Egerton's  cause,  and  his  lady's,  the  parties 
have  submitte<l  tliemselves  unto  me,  and  arc  content  to  do  it  by 
liond,  and  therefore  1  will  undoubtedly  make  an  end  of  it  ac- 
cording to  justice  and  conscience. 

For  Sir  Gill>ert  Houghton's  business,  I  am  in  very  good  ho|>e 
to  etfcet  your  Lordship's  ilcairc  for  his  good. 

For  Moor's  business,  concerning  the  printing  of  books,  after 
hearing  all  parties  I  have  sealed  his  patent ;  but  for  his  former 
patent  of  Salt,  I  dare  not  do  it  without  acquainting  the  Counei. 
therewith,  which  I  am  ready  to  do  if  he  require  that  course  to 
be  taken. 

If  his  Miyesty  at  any  time  ask  touching  the  Loird  Clifton*! 
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business,  I  pray  your  Lordship  represent  to  liis  Majesty  thus 

muchy  That  whatsoever  hatli  imssed,  I  thank  Ood  I  neitlicr  fear 

him  nor  hate  him ;  bnt  I  am  wonderful  careful  of  the  seat  of 

justice^  that  they  may  still  be  well  munitedi  being  princi[)al 

sinews  of  his  Majesty's  authority.    Therefore  the  eourse  will 

be  (as  I  am  advised)  that  for  this  heinous  misprision  (that  the 

party,  without  all  colour  or  shadow  of  eause^  should  threaten 

the  life  of  his  Judge,  and  of  the  highest  Judge  of  the  kingdom 

next  his  Alajesty,)  he  ))e  first  examined,  and  if  he  confess  it, 

then  an  ore  tenuM ;  if  he  confess  it  not,  then  an  information  in 

the  Star*ehamber,  and  he  to  remain  where  he  is  till  the  hearing. 

nut  I  do  purposely  forbear  yet  to  have  him  examined,  till  the 

decree  or  agreement  Ixstwecn  him  and  my  Lord  Aubigny  (which 

is  now  ready)  he  perfected,  lest  it  should  seem  an  oppression 

by  the  terror  of  the  one  to  beat  him  down  in  the  other.    Thus 

I  ever  rest 

Your  Lonlship's  true  friend  and  devoted  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon,  Cane. 
York -house,  Jan.  26, 1017. 

I  pray  your  Lordship  to  pardon  me,  if  in  respect  of  a  little 
watering  in  one  of  mine  eyes,  I  have  written  this  letter,  being 
long  and  private  business,  in  my  secretary's  hand. 

Lord  Clifton  hnd  been  prosecuted  in  the  Star  Chamber  for  some 
iiiimlenieauour,  and  eoiulenuied  to  pny  n  fine  of  1000/.  and  to  be  im- 
prisoned in  the  Fleet,  where  he  behaved  himself  (nays  Clinmberlaiu, 
writing  on  the  SnI  of  January)  '*  so  tbolirilily  and  insolently  in  tra- 
ducing the  justice  of  the  land  and  threatening  to  kill  the  Lord 
Keeper,  that  on  Tuesday  ho  was  called  to  the  Council  table  and 
fixMD  that  committed  to  the  Tower."^ 

To  THB  LOBD  ChAKCBLLOR.' 

My  iKmourabls  Lord, 
I  have  been  ontrcatod  by  a  gentleman  whom  I  much  respect  to 
recommend  to  your  Lordship  s  favour  Mr.  John  Huddy,  between  whom 
and  Mr.  Richard  Huddy  there  is,  at  I  am  infonned,  a  caueo  to  be  heard 
before  your  Lordship  in  the  Cliancery  on  Sstnrdsy  next.  My  desire 
tinio  your  Lordship  is,  that  you  would  shew  the  said  John  Huddy  what 

S.  P.  Dom.  ToL  xoT.  no.  6. 
*  UftfL  M89.  7006.  f.  70.    Orif(.    Dooketed  by  Mesutjs,  •<  Jan.  1617.    Tlie 
Mm.  of  Buek.  to  your  Lp.  toaohiiig  s  suit  in  Chsneery  between  Hoddj  sod 
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farour  jou  lawfuUj  may  attd  as  his  eaiuc  will  bear  wbcn  it  eonctk  brfiviv 
joo,  for  mj  lake.    Wliich  I  m  ill  uoi  fail  to  acknowledge,  ever  rraiiiiK 

Your  Lordship'0  faithful  ■enrant, 

G.  BrrsivoBAX. 
NcvmaHwi,  the  »  of  Jan.  1617. 

To  mi  LoBD  CnAUCBLlOB.' 

Mj  lionouraUlc  Lord, 
I  hare  rerciTod  your  LonUliip'*  lottorn,  Bhcrriu  I  *oc  Ikeronlinu- 
ancc  of  your  lore  and  revpoct  to  mo  in  any  thing  I  write  to  you  of,  for 
whieh  I  n^iwe  your  Lordship  many  tlianks,  doniriu);  not  king  for  auy  man 
but  what  you  vhall  find  just  and  convenient  to  iiaxs.  I  am  veiy  |;lad  to 
understand  tkat  there  is  so  good  hope  of  Sir  Gilbert  lIoii!;h ton's  businfua, 
whieh  I  must  needs  aseribe  to  your  Lordship's  great  favour  toward  kin 
for  my  sake,  whieh  I  will  ever  arknowle<lge.  If  his  ^lajesty  at  any  time 
speak  of  the  Lonl  Clifton's  busines,  I  will  answer  aceonling  to  that  your 
Lordship  hath  written.  I  understand  by  Jaek  Butler  how  bountiful  your 
Lordnliip  hath  t>een  to  him,  for  whieli  I  thank  your  l^ird^hip,  he  lieing 
brother  to  my  sister's  husliand,  and  besides  I  aeeount  your  favour  placed 
upon  a  thankful  youth  who  speaketh  of  it  to  all  his  friends,  whieh  I  take 
well  in  him  that  will  not  smother  the  benefits  bestowed  upon  him. 

I  am  sorry  your  Lordship  maketh  an  apology  for  using  the  liberty 
(upon  such  a  necessary  occasion)  of  another's  hand,  whieh  I  so  often  take 
by  reason  of  my  little  leisure,  and  desire  your  Lordship  hereafter  to 
spare  yourself  more,  without  tying  yourself  to  that  ceremony  whieh  I  so 
little  observe. 

I  send  back  unto  your  Lordship  the  Commission  lor  the  Court  Martial 
signed  by  his  Majesty,  who  hath  (God  be  thankod>  hail  a  bettor  day  of 
this  than  auy  since  his  pain  began,  and  pur|)oseth  this  afternoon  to  take 
aome  air  abroad,  and  I  hope  will  be  very  well  able  at  his  return  to  take 
the  eontentmoni  of  the  Maak,  whereof  I  have  signified  your  care  unto 
him.    And  ao  I  rest 

Your  Lordahip'a  fiuthful  aervant, 

G.  DrcKivonAM. 

Newmarket,  the 
last  of  Januaiy, 
1717. 

The  **  nmsk**  was  roost  likely  an  entertainment  to  bo  presented 
by  Gray*s  lun.  Wo  lonni  from  Chamborlaiii  that  on  Candlemas 
Day  Bacon  **  dined  at  Grny*s  Inn  to  give  countenance  to  their  I.«ord 

1  Tlarl.  MSS.  7006.  Doekoted  by  Mcautyt.  ••Jan.  dO,  1007.  The  Harq.  of 
Bnek"  to  j'  Lp.  of  thanks  for  your  favour  to  Mr.  Butler  yoitr  Mrv«nt  and  etW 
particulars/* 
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aud  Princo  of  Purpoolc,  and  to  sco  tbcir  rcvols.**'  Aud  a  mask 
appears  to  have  been  m  preparutiou  for  Slirove  Tuesday,  though  it 
could  not  be  performed  till  Thuraduy»  owing  to  the  occupation  of  the 
llafiqueting  hall  by  an  improved  edition  of  the  **  Prince's  Mask  " — 
a  piece  of  Ben  Jonsou'd  wliich  had  been  acted  on  Twelfth  night  with 
little  applause.'  "  On  Thursday  night,"  says  Chamberlain,  "  the 
gentlemen  of  Oray*8  Inn  came  to  the  court  with  their  show,  for  I 
cannot  ctill  it  a  masque,  seeing  they  were  not  disguised,  nor  had 
viiardi.  For  the  rest,  their  fashion  and  device  were  well  approved, 
though  it  were  thought  to  bo  somewhat  out  of  season  to  revel  in 
Leiit."« 

To  Tni  LOBD  CUANCItLOB/ 

My  honourable  Lord, 
I  understand  that  his  Majesty  hath  been  pleased  to  refer  a  suit  unto 
bim  by  two  of  his  servants,  Kobert  Maxwell  and  John  Hunt,  for  the 
making  of  ^herifrs  aud  eschoators  patents,  to  your  Lordship's  considera- 
tion. My  dcniro  unto  your  Lordship  in  their  behalf  is,  that  you  would 
shew  them  thus  much  farour  for  my  sake,  as  with  as  much  expedition  as 
may  be  and  your  Lordship's  other  occasions  may  permit,  to  certify  your 
opinion  thereof  unto  his  Majesty ;  which  I  will  be  ready  to  acknowledge, 
and  ever  rest 

Your  Lordship's  faithful  servant, 

O.   BUCEIKGIIAV. 

Newmarket,  the  4  day  of  Febraaij,  1617. 

To  THB  Lord  CnANcsLLoa.* 

My  honourable  Lord, 

Though  I  had  resolved  not  to  writo  to  your  Lordship  in  any  matter 
between  party  and  party,*  yet  at  the  earnest  request  of  my  noble  friend 
the  Lord  Norris,  to  whom  I  account  myself  mueh  Iteholdcn,  I  could  not 
but  recommend  nnto  your  Lordship's  favour  a  fipeeial  friend  of  his.  Sir 
Thomas  Monk,  who  bath  a  nuit  before  your  Lordship  in  the  chancery 

*  Chsmberlsin  to  Carioton,  7  Fob.  1617-8. 

'  **Tlie  Mnsqiie  on  TwelAh  Nif;ht  ia  not  roiiimendt*d  of  snj.  Tlie  |NX»t  ii 
grown  wo  dull  tlisi  his  deriec  it  not  wortli  llie  relaiiiig,  much  ic^8  tho  iH>p>inf{ 
otif.  Dirers  think  fit  ho  should  return  to  his  oUI  trsde  of  bricklnying  Again.** 
Ksthansel  Bront  to  Sir  I).  Csrieton  10  Jan.  1617 

*  Court  and  Times  of  Jamos  I.  roL  ii.  p.  66. 

«  IlarL  MSS.  7006.  f.  74.  Orig.  Pocketed  br  MesutTs,  '*  4  Fob.  1617.  Tlio 
Ifara*  of  Bock*  to  j'  Lp.  touching  Msxweirs  suit." 

*  Uari.  MSS.  7006.  f.  76.  Orig.  Docketed  by  Meautys,  "  4  Feb.  1617.  Tlio  Lord 
Mara,  of  Buck*  to  j'  Lp.  in  the  behalf  of  Sir  Hiomas  Monk." 

*  This  is  another  paasS^  which  agrees  Torr  well  with  tho  supposition  that 
Bacon  had  taken  some  oocasion  to  remind  Bucaingham  of  the  inoooTsnionce  of 
tUs  pmctiee  of  writing  letters  in  fsToiir  of  parties.  It  does  not  prore  that  he  had, 
bal  1  think  it  ahoold  at  least  forbid  us  to  asnmt  that  he  )iad  not. 
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milh  Sir  Boberi  Butci;  wliieh  u|m>d  tbe  report  made  onto  me  tbcceof 
•ecmctli  to  rMMHiable,  that  I  doubt  not  tliat  tbe  eauic  ilacif  will  more 
your  Lordxhip  to  farour  him,  if  upon  the  bearing  tbereof  it  ahall  appear 
the  Mme  unto  jonr  Lordnhip,  ai  at  the  fimt  tiKbt  it  doth  imto  me.  I 
therefore  demre  your  Lordahip  to  nhew  in  thifi  partieular  what  favour  j<m 
lawfully  may  for  my  aake,  who  will  aooount  it  at  done  unto  myself:  and 
will  ever  rest 

Your  Lordahip's  faithful  lerTant, 

G.   BVCEIVOBAM. 

NcwuMrkct,  tlie  4  claj  of  Feb.  1617. 

6. 

The  next  Ictton  roUto  to  a  more  important  performance. 

To  TUB  Marquu  op  BuckinoiiamJ 

My  very  good  Lonl| 

I  have  sent  indoacd  a  letter  to  hia  Majesty  about  the 
public  charge  I  am  to  give  the  laat  Star*Chainbcr  day,  which  is 
this  day  acvenniglit,  to  the  Judges  and  Jnaticcs  before  tbe 
Cirouita.  I  pray  deliver  it  to  his  Majesty  with  speed.  I  send 
also  some  papers  appertaining  to  that  business,  which  I  praj 
your  Lordship  to  hayo  in  readiness  if  his  Majesty  call  for  them. 
I  ever  rest 

Your  Lordship's  true  fiiend, 
and  devoted  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon,  C. 

Feb.  e-  1617. 

To  TUK    KlNO.^ 

It  may  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty, 
Finding  as  well  by  your  Majesty's  dispatches  and  directions 
to  your  Council,  as  now  by  speech  with  Mr.  Secretary  Laque, 
that  your  Majesty  is  content  to  lie  troubled  with  business  of 
sundry  natures ;  I  thought  good,  according  to  the  duty  of  my 
place  and  the  necessity  of  tbe  occasion,  to  put  your  Majesty  in 
mind  that  on  this  day  sennight,  being  Friday  in  the  morning, 

»  Oibnon  Papers,  toI.  tiii.  f.  98.  Copy.  Docketed,  "Tlie  copy  of  a  letter  to 
the  Lo.  Marquis  of  Buck,  with  a  letter  to  hie  M.  encUMed,  conoemitig  the  eharge 
tliat  ie  to  be  giTon  to  the  Judges  before  their  eireuite,  with  some  other  papers 
touching  that  business." 

s  8tephens*s  ftrst  ooUectioii,  p.  907.    From  the  original.     Ueprinted  in  seeoud 

QoUectioD,  p.  76. 
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I  am  according  to  custom  to  give  a  charge  and  admonition  to 
the  Judges  and  Justices  of  peace  now  before  the  Circuits;  wherein 
I  am  humbly  to  crave  your  Majesty's  pleasure  and  directions. 

I  have  for  your  Majesty's  better  case  set  down  the  hcads^ 
which  by  the  prescript  of  your  book,  and  out  of  the  considcra* 
tiou  of  the  present  times,  1  have  thought  fittest  to  be  remem- 
bered. I  have  also  sent  your  Majesty  the  last  account  of  the 
Judges'  Circuits,  not  to  trouble  you  with  the  reading  of  them 
all ;  but  to  the  end  that  if  upon  my  memorial,  or  otherwise  out 
of  your  Majesty's  own  memory,  which  is  above  memorials,  you 
should  have  occasion  to  resort  to  those  accounts,  the  papers  may 
be  by  you. 

The  |x>int  of  greatest  weight  in  my  opinion,  is  the  carrying 
of  a  lialanccd  hand  at  this  time  in  tlie  matter  of  Recusants,  in 
regard  of  the  treaty  with  Spain.  For  it  were  good  in  respect  of 
your  people,  that  there  were  no  note  made  that  the  string  is 
relaxed,  and  in  respect  of  the  treaty,  that  it  is  not  strained ;  and 
therefore  that  the  proceeding  in  those  causes  be  rather  diligent 
than  severe. 

I  am  wonderful  glad  to  hear  that  this  extremity  of  weather, 
which  I  think  the  Muscovite  hath  brought  with  him,  hath  not 
touched  your  Majesty,  whose  health  and  ease  is  far  dearer  to  me 
than  my  life  with  all  the  appurtenances.  God  ever  preserve 
and  proe|)er  you. 

Your  Majesty's  most  faithful 

and  most  obliged  servant. 

Fa.  Bacon,  Cane. 

Thig  FMday  momiog,  tho  sixth  of  February,  1GI7. 

Your  Majesty  will  be  pleased  your  answer  be  with  me  on 
Thursday  at  noon,  or  soon  after  it. 

Thb  gracing  op  the  Justices  op  Pbace.^ 

That  your  M.  doth  bold  the  institution  of  Conservators  and 
Commissioners  or  Justices  of  the  peace,  to  be  one  of  the  most 
laudable  and  politic  ordinances  of  this  realm  or  any  other  realm. 

Tliat  it  is  not  your  own  goodness  or  virtues,  nor  the  labours 

Add>  1188.  IMOS.  f.  107.    OrigiiMl,  own  htnd.    Ko  d»U,  doelMt,  or  miper- 
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of  yonr  oollnM^l  or  Jndgn,  that  can  make  your  people  hapfr, 
without  things  go  well  amongst  the  Jn^tiecB,  who  arc  the 
condnita  to  convey  the  happy  strcains  of  your  goreniment  to 
your  people. 

That  your  M.  would  as  soon  advance  and  call  a  knight  or 
gentleman,  that  Ii%*eth  in  an  honourable  and  worthy  fsshion  in 
his  country ;  and  it  were  to  be  of  your  oounril ;  or  to  oflice 
alwut  yourwlf,  your  Queen,  or  son ;  as  an  amliassador  employed 
in  foreign  |iarts,  or  a  courtier  bred  and  attendant  about  your 
lierson. 

Tliat  your  ^f.  is  and  will  lie  careful  to  unden>tand  tlic  coimtty 
ns  well  as  your  Court  for  persons,  and  that  those  that  arc  woKhy 
servants  in  the  country  shall  not  need  to  have  their  dependaiioc 
upon  any  the  greatest  subject  in  your  kingdom,  but  immediatelj 
upon  youniclf.^ 

To  TUB  LoBD  Chakcbliob.' 

My  honourable  Ixml, 
I  hare  srquaintcd  bit  Majesty  with  your  letter  to  me  and  hare 
delivered  likewise  to  him  the  letter  and  other  thiiiini  direeted  to  his 
Majesty,  who  liath  eommaiHled  me  to  rt'tttrii  thJN  answer  to  tliem  all. 
Fintt  for  3*oiir  memorial  of  your  chnrysr  t»  the  Judp**,'  he  liketh  it  so  well 
that  he  fimleth  nothing;  fit  Iter  to  be  added  or  diminiNhed,  and  wan  m>  well 
patiitfird  therewith  that  he  areoiinted  it  needleaa  to  read  the  other  pfl|>rrB 
hut  Healed  them  u]f  a^ain  and  dendeth  them  hark  again  to  your  Loni]«hip 
Mk  ithout  reading  them.  Onl j  in  the  point  of  UeeuMnts  hit  Maje^t j  ia  of 
the  quite  eoiitrary  opinion  to  you.  I'^or  though  ho  woidd  not  hy  any  means 
have  a  more  sevrro  courae  heht  than  hi»  lawi  appoint  in  that  caae,  yet 
■i«eth  lio  many  reasona  why  there  thould  be  no  mitigation  ahore  thai 
which  hifl  lawa  have  enacted  and  hia  own  eonscienee  telleth  him  to  be  lit. 
Ak  rint,  the  papiAtii  in  his  kingdom  hare  taken  sneh  heart  upon  the  com- 
minsion  given  to  Sir  John  Digby  touching  Uie  match  willi  Spain,  that 
they  have  sent  copies  thereof  privately  up  and  down,  and  are  ao  lif\e«l  up 
in  tlieir  ho|)eM  of  what  they  desire,  that  his  Majesty  cannot  but  take  a 
more  severe  course  (as  far  aa  hy  hia  laws  he  may)  than  hitherto  he  hath 
done.  Besides,  when  they  shall  see  a  harder  hand  carried  ton  ard  them 
than  hath  been  accustomed,  hia  Majesty  sssureth  himself  they  will 
employ  all  their  mcana  to  farther  the  match,  in  hope  of  mitigation  of  that 

*  This  comes  to  tlie  bottom  of  the  first  page  i  but  ss  the  other  side  of  the  kaf 
is  blank,  I  conclude  that  tliers  was  no  more  of  it.    It  is  very  fairly  written. 

«  Ilarl.  MSS.  7000.  Original.  Docketed  by  Moautys,  *•  Fob.  8.  1617.  My  Lo. 
of  Buck,  to  y'  Lp.  in  answer  of  y'  Lp's.  letter  touching  the  ehaife  to  be  given  by 
J*  Lp.  in  the  8tar  Chamber.** 

*  Then  was  probably  another  enclosure  besides  the  paper  entitled  '<TheOraem| 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Pcaos.*' 
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tereritj  when  it  Ahall  be  acrompli^lied.  And  though  tho^e  renffonw  were 
not»  hit  Majesty  would  areount  it  a  baaeneta  in  a  prince  to  thew  such  a 
deairc  of  the  match  as  to  iilack  anything  in  his  course  of  government, 
much  more  in  propagation  of  the  religion  ho  professcth,  for  fear  of  giving 
hindranco  to  the  match  thereby. 

For  the  matter  whereof  yo  Lo»  and  my  lo :  of  Worcester  have  written 
unto  me  touching  Sir  Rob.  Floud,  I  have  omitted  no  part  of  my  duty  to 
her  Ma*'**  service.  And  you  will  permve  by  the  letter  Mr.  Secretary 
Nabnton  writeth  in  his  Ma*'*  name,  how  careful  his  Ma*'  is  to  right  her. 
And  so  with  many  thanks  for  your  favours  to  my  brother  in  hin  business, 

iTCSt 

Your  lordship's  faithful  servant, 
Kewmarkrt,  8  Feb.  1617.  G.  Bcckinghax. 

To  THB  Lord  Chamckllor.' 

My  honourable  Lord, 
I  understand  b}'  this  bearer,  Edward  Hawkinn,  how  great  pains  your 
Lordnhip  hath  taken  in  the  business  which  T  recommended  to  you  con- 
cerning him,'  and  how  favourably  your  Lordship  hath  used  him  for  my 
sake.  For  which  I  give  your  Lordship  many  thanks,  and  will  be  over 
ready  to  acknowledge  your  favour  toward  him  by  all  the  testimonies  of 

Your  Lordship*s  faithful  friend, 
TheobaMs,  the  12  of  Fcbruarj,  6.  BrcKlNOHAM. 

1617. 

Toe  Lord  Cuancellor's  Speech  in  the  Starchamder, 

13'*  Februarii  1617.^ 

Tlic  King's  Ma^y  doth  always  wait  on  and  watch  over  liis 
])coplc,  and  althongh  he  cannot  1)C  here  present  in  person,  yet 
he  hath  been  graciously  pleased  to  assist  me  in  his  royal  direc- 
tion to  speak  unto  you  at  this  time ;  and  his  book  will  be  a 
direction  hereafter  for  Lord  Chancellors  of  all  ages  to  speak  by  ; 
lint  before  I  come  to  speak  of  his  direction,  let  me  use  a  few 
words  unto  you  of  my  own.  I  cannot  behold  this  honourable 
assembly  of  Lords  Judges  and  Justices  of  peace^  but  I  am  thereby 
carried  into  a  consideration  of  botli  those  institutions  of  Justices 
of  Assise  and  Justice  of  peace;  the  one  coming  in  place  of  Jus- 

»  Harl.  M88. 7006.  f.  82.  Orig.  Docketed  by  Mcautys,  '•  12  Feb.  1617.  Tlio 
Marq*  of  Bm^king"  to  y  Lp.  touching  Mr.  Ifnwkins**  suit.** 

'  Hre  Uitvr  to  Buokinghstn  25  Jnn.  1617,  p.  205. 

•  Hsri.  M8S.  1676.  f.  111.  Copy  in  I  he  hand  of  itome  ropyiM  :  nppnrmtly  from 
some  rapoK.  Not  called  a* Note*,*  as  the  previous  spoofh  10  Jul.  1CI7.  f.  82. 
Thia  is  eridently  tlie  unerch  of  which  s  "  meniorisl  *'  was  enclosed  in  Bacon** 
iHtcr  to  the  King  of  6  Feb.  (Hm  ]>.  300^  "  Tlic  Gracing  of  the  Ju*ticei  of  tlie 
Peaee"  may  have  been  the  beginning  of  •  pnpcr  for  the  •ame  purpoM*,  which 
"~^  not  completed. 


iniT-M  1  srr.Frn  to  tof  jrnoiw  bfforr  titf  nBcciis.  ^'^ 


tioc9  ItinrnmU,  and  the  <itlirr  id  place  of  ooQscrratnr*  df  t-v 
peaocy  which  wrre  ommv  ancient.  And  there  is  no  prectirr  <f 
rocmorT  of  anr  hotter  in«titntion  for  the  adminictntin  a' 
jittticc  than  thr«c  tvo.  For  first,  the  Jiid|;cs  which  po  ii 
rtmiitft,  thrj  go  into  all  |iarta;  Init  wlierr  there  are  m& 
fcrtaiii,  there  crrtain  territories  miuit  lie  allnttrd  for  jnnfdirHiiR, 
anil  justice  roust  *x  fetched  up  the  hill :  and  if  thnr  vrrr  i 
Kinir's  lletieh  at  Exeter,  then  all  those  parts  mnst  f^othithrr; 
Slid  so  in  other  places  tlie  like  ;  hut  the  6  cirenits  of  En^laaii  aic 
like  the  four  riTcrs  in  Panulise,  they  p)  to  water  the  vho(^ 
kingdom,  and  p&«s  through  the  whole  land  to  the  distribvtins  c^ 
justice  for  a  man's  life,  his  goods  ami  his  freehold,  and  do  ja«tifr 
from  the  greatest  to  the  groom :  Secondly,  where  justice  is  local 
and  not  itiiiersnl,  thrrr  the  Judges  arc  suhject  to  lie  affcctoil  and 
itifrctt^fl  with  the  conditionK  and  humours  of  tlic  country  vIh^ 
1  tliey  are;  hut  Ju!«tires  itinerant  in  their  circuits,  thor  prc*^ 

(  tlir  laws  purr,  and  r.rr  not  Ictl  by  affections :  'niinlii*,  this  manner 

of  Jii<itioi's  itinorauts  carrieth  with  it  the  majesty  of  the  Kin^ 
to  the  |)eoplr  and  the  lo%*e  of  the  |)eople  to  t lie  King;  ibr  tbe 
Judges  in  their  circuits  arc  sent  a  laUrr  RegtM  to  feel  Uic  pQl«e 
of  the  subject  and  to  cure  his  disease :  Fourthly,  it  makci 
government  more  united  in  itself;  for  the  Judges  at  their  rrtnm 
meet  at  Sergeant's  Inn,  and  there  they  make  up  their  acooants 
and  then  they  relate  their  proceedings  to  the  King  and  his  Chan- 
C(*llor,  and  so  make  it  all  one  piece. 

And  as  for  the  second  institution,  that  is  of  Justices  of  pcacr, 
it  knits  noblemen  and  gentlemen  together,  and  in  no  place  cisc 
but  here  in  £ngland  are  noblemen  and  gentlemen  incorporfttol: 
for  abroad  in  other  countries  noblemen   maldlc  not  with  anr 
jiarecl  of  justice  but  in  martial  affairs  :  matter  of  justice,  tliat 
liclongs  to  the  gown -men;  and  this  is  it  that  makes  tliosc  noMc* 
nicii  the  more  ignorant  and   the  more  oppn^ssors:  hut  to 
amongst  us  they  arc  incorporated  with  those  that  execute  jujiticr, 
and  80  being  warriors  arc  likewise  made  iiistru:nents  for  peace; 
and  that  makes  them  truly  noble :   another  |x>int  is  that  the 
( Commission  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  doth  knit  the  noblemen,  and 
those  that  are  mifforen  nobiht,  knights  and  other,  in  one  com- 
mission :  and  in  this  they  are  alike,  though  otherwise  there  is 
much  difference  betwixt  them.     And  this  makes  the  noblcmea 
here  modest,  and   the   knights  and   gentlemen   well  spirited; 
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besides  it  knits  government  elsewhere  with  the  {government  of 
Gor|M)rationd,  and  puts  them  together:  for  else  thiR  monarchy 
would  have  the  eorporation  in  it,  like  unto  the  eities  of  Holland. 
And  lastly  by  thi:^  institution  those  that  have  voices  in  Par- 
liament to  make  laws,  they  for  the  most  part  arc  those  which  in 
the  country  arc  appointed  to  administer  the  same  laws  :  and  for 
thc^se  two  institutions,  if  a  man  would  make  a  commonwealth  by 
a  level  he  could  not  find  better  than  these :  And  this  partly  I 
have  gathered  out  of  mine  own  observation  and  books  which  T 
have  read ;  and  I  have  read  my  leaf ;  and  partly  out  of  the  con- 
ference which   I   have  had  with   the   King's   Ma*>^    and    my 
admonition  is  that  these  no  manner  of  way  1)e  perverted  by  the 
use  of  thcni :  and  whilst  I  bit  in  authority  under  his  Ma^^,  Judges 
aTi<l  Justices  shall  flourish  by  me. 

Now  for  the  King's  particular  command :  First  to  you  the 

Judges,  it  is  thus :  He  hath  perused  your  accounts  both  of  your 

Lent  Circuits  whilst  he  was  in  Scotland^  and  your  summer 

Circuits  also:  and  he  approves  your  cares  and  labours  to  be 

such  as  do  meet  with  his  instructions,  and  for  that  he  gives  you 

princely  thanks  :  But  he  desires  that  in  some  things  you  would 

not  be  so  indefinite  as  you  arc,  but  more  full :  and  that  is  first 

in  your  certificates  of  the  decrease  and  increase  of  llccusants,  and 

he  would  have  you  to  certify  the  quantity  of  the  increase  of 

them,  in  what  corners  and  where  their  nests  are,  and  where  it  is 

that  thev  do  alxunid.     And  for  the  houses  of  correction  that  are 

not  kept  as  they  ought,  he  desires  to  know  where  the  default  is, 

to  the  end  that  these  things  might  not  end  in  his  ear  but  in  his 

head :  and  so  likewise  for  high- ways :  and  one  other  thing  else, 

he  would  have  you  to  distinguish  your  accounts  of  Justice  of 

peace  by  names.     Moreover  he  hath  commanded  mo  and  you  by 

me  to  take  notice  with  what  exceptions  he  hath  determined  to 

regidate  his  commission,  and  that  is  as  followeth  : 

1.  Tliat  none  that  is  outlawed  after  judgment  shall  be  a  Justice 
of  peace. 

2.  That  none  shall  be  a  Justice  of  peace  whose  wife  is  a 
recusant 

8.  That  none  that  have  been  censured  in  this  Court,  or  iu  any 
of  his  Ma*y''  Courts  of  Westminster,  for  any  crime  or  ignominy^ 
shall  be  a  Juttioo  of  peace  unlets  he  obtain  special  leave  from 
the  King. 
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4.  That  none  •hall  be  a  Justice  of  peace  nnlcM  lie  hath  a  eom- 
pctent  livingy  unlcM  it  be  tome  tagct  oftlie  law. 

5.  That  none  shall  be  a  Justice  of  pcaoc  unkss  he  be  yearly 
resident  nine  months  in  the  ooontiy,  and  attend  the  assises  and 
sessions. 

6.  Tliat  none  shall  be  a  Justice  of  peace  unless  when  he  hath 
procuitsd  a  Dedimus  paietiutem  to  take  his  oath  it  bo  found  that 
he  be  sworn. 

Now  for  jon  that  arc  Justices  of  peace ;  fir»t,  when  letters 
come  to  you  from  tlie  Lonis  of  the  Council,  his  ^f.  woukl  have 
you  to  oh^vcnrc  and  perform  them,  and  nut  dispute  tliem. 

Secondly^  he  would  not  have  yon  to  be  factions,  for  he  saith 
that  is  tyrannical,  and  if  he  would  be  a  tyrant  he  would  Iotc 
faction.  And  herein  I  shall  remember  you  of  that  which  I  said 
the  last  time  unto  you ;  such  as  they  arc  sliall  have  Cioero's 
punishment :  Qui  turbani  oHnm  eos  oiioiOM  reddam :  Tliey  shall 
be  put  forth  of  the  commii«ion  of  the  peace. 

Tliinlly,  he  would  not  have  you  seek  greatness  in  bearing 
matters  of  justice  by  wilful  ne»9|  but  let  tliem^  seek  greatness  in 
sincerity  and  integrity. 

Fourthly,  ho  would  have  you  diligent  in  giving  your  accounts 
to  the  Judges  of  assise  [of]  '  those  things  which  he  hath  given 
you  in  charge  and  which  they  shall  give  you  likewise  in  charge: 
and  so  much  in  the  general  for  both  particulars. 

Further,  the  King  begins  with  the  Church:  first  he  would 
have  the  weekly  payment  for  Recusants  duly  put  in  execution, 
finding  that  it  works  more  ciTcct  upon  the  poorer  sort  of 
Recusants  than  the  monthly  penalty  does  on  others.  Secondly, 
he  would  have  the  well  begun  course  by  a  sergeant  at  law  of 
binding  Recusants  to  the  good  behavionr  in  the  King's  Rench, 
Ix;  oWn-cd  for  the  reformation  of  them,  not  for  the  increase  of 
officers'  fees.  Thinlly,  for  those  that  arc  no  Recusants  them- 
selves, but  as  he  tenns  thcnv^  for  Rccusauts  almut  them  they  have 
a  great  smell  of  Recusants,  these  he  would  have  punctually 
returned.  Fourthly,  for  Priests  he  refers  you  to  your  former 
direction,  and  from  that  he  doth  not  vary.  And  lastly,  because 
spiritual  diseases  must  be  cured  by  spiritual  medicines,  he  wills 

>  So  in  MS.  *  TIm  MS.  omiU  'of,'  sad  puto  s  wiiiiooloii  sllsr  *i 

*  So  in  MS.    Qu. « it.' 
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you  to  countenance  all  good  preaching  and  preachers,  not  such  as 
are  factious  and  turbulent ;  and  we  shall  find  better  effect  come 
by  preaching  than  by  law;  and  giaditti  gladium  vincei}  The  next 
point  is  the  intolerable  number  of  ale-houscsy  and  his  M.  saith 
he  thinkcth  he  shall  be  fain  to  have  the  recognizances  concerning 
them  certified  into  the  p]xchcc|ucr,  because  there  is  no  better 
order  taken  for  them  at  the  Sessions.  A  branch  of  this  is  your 
dry  tobacco  houses,  and  those  that  sell  hot  waters,  the  one  of 
them  brought  from  the  wihl  Irish,  and  the  other  from  the  wild 
Indies.  And  now  summer  is  coming  on,  and  when  summer 
comes  then  the  flies  will  swarm,  vagalx)nds  and  such  like. 
Therefore  for  these  he  would  have  the  houses  of  Correction  well 
looked  unto,  and  the  provost  marshall  cared  for,  and  for  the 
punishment  of  these  rogues  the  King  is  so  positive  that  unless 
care  be  had  for  the  8up|x>rt^  of  them  by  the  Justices  he  will  lay 
the  charge  \\^\\  the  Justices  for  the  maintenance  of  them.  The 
next  matter  is  the  observation  of  Lent,  not  for  any  sniH*rstitious 
respect,  but  partly  to  abstain  from  flesh  for  the  pulling  down  of 
our  flesh,  as  also  for  the  l)ctter  increase  of  young  cattle,  and  the 
obscn'ation  hereof  is  the  (^astor  and  Pollux  for  navigators,  and 
therefore  his  M.  would  have  also  governors  of  families,  (StRcers,  and 
governors  of  the  Inns  of  Court  to  look  to  this.  As  for  bridges 
and  high-ways,  1  touched  that  in  the  general;  and  he  would 
have  you  thereto  add  the  care  of  preserving  of  the  sea-walls  and 
banks,  which  albeit  it  bclongeth  unto  the  Commission  of  Sewers, 
yet  he  would  have  you  to  listen  and  lie  careful  thereof  also. 
And  another  matter  there  is,  and  that  is  how  there  is  a  rising 
of  robberies  more  now  than  in  former  times  was  wont:  and  there 
arc  two  causes  hereof;  the  one  is  that  men  are  too  loose  in 
taking  of  the  committers  of  them,  and  the  other  is  they  arc 
negligent  in  suffering  them  to  go  away  ;  for  now  hue  and  erics 
are  of  no  oonsoqucnee,  only  a  little  paper  is  sent  up  and  down 
with  a  soft  pace,  whereas  they  sliould  be  prosecuted  with  horse 
and  foot,  and  hunted'  as  a  thief.  For  the  rest  the  King  refers  you 
to  his  book,  where  he  says  he  thinks  when  he  peruscth  it  he  shall 
find  that  he  hath  omitted  much  of  that  which  [he]^  would  have 
•et  down  in  it ;  and  I  have  omitted  much  of  that  which  he  gave 
me  in  charge  to  deliver  unto  yon. 

I  rJMrf  IB  MS.  ■  So  in  MS.    Qu.  supprtiHom  9  *  ktmnitd  in  MS. 
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7. 

It  tecDi*  tb«t  tlio  case  of  Lord  Clifton  remained  all  ibis  tiiM 
undiapoMxi  of,  lie  being  atill  iu  the  Tower.  Tlie  cauno  of  the  ddtj 
waa.  1  prcaunie,  tUe  same  wbieh  at  the  end  of  January  iudueed  Bacon 
to  |KMtpoQo  bis  oramiuatiou.  Tbo  terms  of  an  agreement  bctvccn 
him  and  Lord  Aubignj  were  under  rpferenco  to  the  Lord  ChanoeUor, 
and  a  decree  was  about  to  be  pronounced.  Until  the  terms  had  been 
agreed  upon,  it  was  not  thought  right  to  threaten  him  with  a 
criminal  eliargc.  The  case  being  now  (as  I  sup})0ee)  settled,  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  and  the  Atloniey  General  had  received  diree- 
tions  from  the  Council  to  examine  him ;  when  a  message  was  brouglit 
from  the  King  whicb  the  next  letter  will  explain. 

To  TiiR  Mahquis  op  RrCKINOnAM.' 

My  very  good  Lord, 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hath  significil  to  me  this 
day,  that  yestenlay  his  Majesty  called  him  to  his  coach,  and  said 
to  him  that  one  that  had  uscil  ill  s|ioecli  of  nic  sliould  be  called 
before  me  and  make  hia  submission  to  me ;  and  thereupon  be 
called  before  the  Council,  and  receive  a  sharp  reprehension,  and 
so  be  inlarged.  And  ^[r.  Chancellor  could  not  tell  me  who  the 
person  was,  but  after  by  some  letter  he  received  from  ray  Lord 
Clifton,  and  s|)ecch  with  a  man  of  his,  he  perceived  it  was  he. 

I  pray  your  Lordship  in  humbleness  to  let  his  Majesty  know 
that  I  little  fear  the  Lonl  Clifton,  but  I  much  fear  the  example, 
that  it  will  animate  RufBus  and  Rodonionti  extremely  against 
the  scats  of  justice  (which  are  his  Majesty's  own  scats)  yea  and 
against  all  authority  and  greatness,  if  this  pass  without  public 
censure  and  example;  it  having  gone  already  so  far  as  that 
the  i)erson  of  a  Baron  hath  Ixien  committed  to  the  Tower.  The 
punishment  it  may  plrasc  his  Majesty  to  remit,  and  I  shall  not 
formally  but  heartily  intercede  for  him,  but  an  example  (set- 
ting myself  aside)  I  wish,  for  terror  of  pernons  that  may  be  more, 
dangerous  than  he,  towards  the  lca<tt  Judge  of  this  kingdom. 

Therefore  it  may  please  his  Majesty  to  speak  of  it  with  myself 
and  my  Lords  when  he  cometh  next,  and  in  the  mean  time  I 
will  command  from  his  Majesty,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  and 

1  SUiphent't  fint  coUeetion,  p.  2Sa.  From  the  originsl.  Sceond  eoUectioD. 
p.  79. 
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Mr.  Attorney^  who  were  appointed  by  the  Table  to  examine  him, 

to  stay.    God  ever  prosjier  you. 

Your  Lordship's  true  friend 

and  devoted  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon,  Cane. 
17  March,  1617. 

To  THE  Lord  Chakcbllob.* 

My  honoorable  Lord, 
I  have  acquainted  his  Mnjesty  with  your  letter,  who  liketh  well  oi 
the  course  you  mention  in  the  end  of  your  letter,  and  will  speak  with  you 
farther  of  it  at  his  reium  to  London.  In  the  mean  time  ho  would  have 
your  Lordship  give  direction  to  the  Master  of  the  Bolls  and  Mr.  Attorney 
to  stay  the  examination.    And  so  I  rest 

Your  lordship's  most  assured  to  do  you  senrice, 

G.  BUCKINGHAV. 

Hampton-Court,  this  18  of  March,  1617. 

AVhat  was  done  further  in  the  matter,  the  eorrospondenco  does  not 
explain.  But  I  gather  that  he  was  set  free:  for  on  the  Cth  of 
October,  IG18,  Lake  writes  to  Sir  Thomas  Puckering,  ''This  day 
was  fatal  to  my  Lord  Clifton,  who  at  his  lodgings  in  llolbom  stabbed 
and  murdered  himself.*'  * 

>  HarL  MSS.  7006.  f.  83.  orig.  Docketed  **  19"  Martu.  My  Lord  of  Buck,  to 
yr  Lp.  for  putting  off  the  Ld.  CUfton's  eiamination.*' 

*  Court  and  ^noMB  of  James  I.  toL  ii.  p.  ttl.  Camden  gires  the  month-date 
oolj.  "Oetob.  .  .  .  Ckrrtmmi  Baro  Ctiflon  tihi  mamnt  iiUuHi.**  Annalium 
appanlusb  p.  87. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

A.D.    1G18.       AfKIL-DbCISMEKE.      iBTAT.   58. 

1. 

Till  Mpring  of  1G18  wu  reniArkablc  for  unutiudlj  bad  weather,  and 
au  unusual  want  of  interesting  ovcnts  for  news  writora.  For  tlie 
weather,  it  was  observed  that  during  the  whole  of  April  **  not  a  day 
bad  passed  but  that  within  the  compass  of  12  hours  tliere  had  been 
either  rain,  hail,  snow,  or  frost"  And  for  news,  it  was  noted  that 
a  race  from  St.  Albans  to  Clerkenwcll  between  two  men  on  fiMit 
bad  interest  enough,  though  run  on  a  very  **  sour  and  fonl  **  daj,  to 
bring  out  sll  the  fashionable  world  to  witness  it  **  All  the  Court, 
in  a  manner.  Lords  and  Ladies,  some  further  off  some  nearer,  went 
to  seo  this  race,  and  the  King  himself  almost  as  far  aa  Bamet  •  •  . 
insomuch  that  it  was  verily  thought  that  there  were  aa  manj  people 
as  at  the  King's  first  coming  to  Loudon.**'  Events  of  great  impor* 
tanco  were  on  their  way,  but  for  the  present  the  surfaoe  of  afikirs  in 
England  was  very  tranquil. 

Two  short  letters  in  answer  to  communications  from  Ireland  of  no 
recent  date  serve  to  remind  us  that  Bacon  continued  to  watch  the 
course  of  affairs  there  with  interest 

To  THE  Lord  Chancellor  op  Irbland.' 

My  Lord  Chancellor, 
I  will  not  have  you  account  the  days  of  my  not  answering 
your  letter.     It  is  a  thing  impoeod  upon  tlic^  multitude  of  my  • 
business  to  lodge  many  things  faithfully,  though  I  make  no  pre* 

'  ChsmborUin  to  Gtrieton,  10th  April,  1618. 

*  OibMD  Pftncn,  vol.  riU.  f.  03.    Copr.    Ko  docket    The  Lord  ChsneeUor 

~   -  rDobiij     —    '^  ' 


WM  Dr.  Thorns*  Joim%  Arehhishop  of  Daiblio,  who  diod  April  10^  l^Ul    (Vols 
by  Birch.) 
*  8o  in  tbs  oopy.    I  rappoio  it  thould  bo  **inipoMd  upon  sm  by  lbs  **  sic. 
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sent  return.  Your  conjunction  and  good  understanding  with 
the  Deputy^  I  approve  and  commend ;  for  I  ever  loved  intire 
and  good  compositions,  which  was  the  old  physic,  better  than 
fine  separations. 

Your  friendly  attributes  to  mc  I  take  as  eficcts  of  affection ; 
which  must  be  causes  of  any  good  office  wherewith  I  can  requito 
you. 

Wc  conceive  that  kingdom  is  in  growth.    God  send  soundness 

to  the  increase ;  wherein  I  doubt  not  but  your  Liordship  will  do 

your  part.     God  keep  you 

Your  Lordship's  very  loving  friend, 

Fr.  Bacon,  Cane. 
York-hou80,  16  April 
1018. 

To  THE  Lord  Chief  Justice  op  Ireland.^ 

My  Lord  Chief  Justice, 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter,'  and  assure  you  that  you  arc 
not  deceived,  neither  in  the  care  I  have  of  the  public  in  that 
state,  nor  in  my  good  wishes  and  the  effects  thereof,  when  it 
shall  lie  in  my  power  towards  yourself.  I  am  glad  to  receive 
your  testimony  of  my  Lord  Deputy,  both  because  I  esteem  your 
judgment,  and  liecause  it  ooncnrrcth  with  my  own.  The  materials 
of  that  kingdom,  which  is  trade  and  wealth,  grow  on  apace.  I 
hope  the  form,  which  giveth  the  l)est  living  of  religion  and 
justice,  will  not  be  behind ;  the  rather  by  you,  as  a  good  instru- 
ment.    I  rest 

Your  Lordship's  assured  friend, 

Fr.  Bacon,  Cane. 
York-houfo  •  •  •  of 

April,  1618.' 

About  this  time  we  hear  of  Bacon  going  "  in  all  his  pomp  "  to 
hear  the  Archbishop  of  Spalato  preach  at  Mercer's  chapel :  "  which 

I  Sir  OliTcr  St.  John,  aficrwanli  Viscount  Oninditon.  Ho  died  at  BattersM  in 
Bunty,  Di*craibnr  29, 1680,  aged  wTcntj.     (Note  by  Birch.) 

■  Uihion  Paprri,  toI.  tiii.  f.  0*.     Copj.     Xo  docket. 

^  In  Stcph^nt'i  eatalogiio  (Bireh  M8d.425SI)  I  find  among  tho  ktters  addrcMed 
to  Bacon  the  foHowing  cntrj,  under  date  30  Nor.  1617.  **  *  I  crate  pardon  '—an 
aenmnt  of  the  state  ol  IreUnd— Sir  Will.  Jonee."  Sir  William  had  been  appointed 
Chief  Juatiee  in  May,  1617.    SeeCh.  IV.  {9. 

«  Date  omitted.    The  letter  teema  to  hare  been  copied  in  a  huny. 
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WM  not  M  stniige,**  adds  the  reporter,  "*«•  notft  aonlb  manlcts 
ham  in  Uw  «ne  tUtc  go  to  Sir  Baptist  IIiclm*s  and  BumV  iM* 
to  cheapen  and  buy  tilka  and  Telveta.**^  Aa  it  is  not  asid  Ihit  tin  ts 
bis  urdinsiy  pnctico,  ve  mar  suppose  that  he  found  it  eosrrw- 
on  that  oefa>i«m  to  take  them  in  his  waj  from  his  Court. 

Buckingham'*  bad  habit  of  writing;  letters  iu  farosr  of  pvta 
hafing  suits  in  ChanccfX  was  not  discontinued ;  as  will  be  tra:  bj 
those  which  follow  ;  but  I  do  not  perceire  in  them  anj  eridesee  ofi 
d(*sire  to  inter/en^  more  or  otherwise  than  in  those  which  ve  btn 
•cen  already.     And  Bseon  IumI  at  this  time  a  fresh  reminder  tint  ^ 
place  did  not  raite  him  aboro  criticism.     A  suitor  who  ielt  sj:gnf«<^ 
with  one  of  his  orders,  complained  of  him  to  the  King  in  an  elabontf 
psniphlet,  as  having  cancelled  two  decrees  made  bj  bis  pndeoe»s, 
without  cause,  without  matter,  without  anj  legal  ptoeoediogi,  vi^ 
out  precedent,  upon  the  psrt/'s  bare  suggestions,  and  without  csliin; 
him  to  answer.'    The  stjle  of  the  complaint  was  thou^t  hj  ux 
King  a  fit  subject  for  censure  in  the  Star<«hamb<»r ;  where  the  roa- 
plainant  was  heard  at  large,  in  Bacon's  absence,  and  failing  to  jnstifr 
his  language,  was  sentenced  by  Coke  (who  ss  the  last  sppoistcd 
councillor  spoke  first-Hwd  with  whom  all  the  rest  agreed)  to  be 
puninhed  according  to  a  precedent  made  while   be  wis  himwli 
Attorney  General.    Tlie  aentence,  as  wo  learn  from  Chaaiberhii 
(5  May  10 is),  was  severe ; — to  be  imprisoned,  to  pay  a  fine  of  £10(X\ 
to  ride  with   bis  face  to  the  horse's  tail,  and  to  lose  hii  etfi> 
••  Which,  tliou;;h  at  fint  sight"  he  says  "  it  may  seem  a  hard  ■»- 
teiico,  yet  upon  the  matter  ho  desurvod  souiewhat:  and  there  it  hope 
it  was  rather  in  ierrortm  than  to  be  put  in  execution." 

To  THE  Loan  CuAMCSLLoa.* 

My  honoarshlo  Lord, 
UndcfstsndinR  that  there  is  a  suit  depending  before  your  loidiinp 
between  Sir  Uowland  Cotton  plaintiff  and  Sir  John  Gawea  dcteoAuU 
which  is  shortly  to  coroo  to  a  hosrtiiK,  and  having  been  likcwiw  infoiacfl 
tbsi  Sir  Kowlsiid  Cotton  hath  audcrtakcn  it  in  the  behalf  of  certain  |)oor 
people ;  which  chsritahlo  endeavour  of  his  I  sssure  myself  will  find  *» 
good  srceptstion  with  your  Lordship  tlutt  there  shall  be  no  other  sw  ^ 
^commendation :  yet  at  the  earnest  request  of  some  firiends  of  nine  I 
hare  thought  fit  to  write  to  your  Lordship  in  his  behalf,  desiring  yw  ^ 

1  OiMnberUun  lo  GkrIeUm,  SO  April,  1C18.    8.  P.  vol.  acvii.  no.  99. 

3  Ses  Tclvcrton's  spOTob,  in  s  full  report  of  tlio  gsm  printed  in  Blsekbosnri 
edition,  vol.  i.  p.  lOi.  , 

•  HsrL  USi.  7006,  f.  85.  Orig.  Docketed  by  ICesutye,  "The  Uv^  a 
Buekinf*  to  your  Lp.  in  the  behalf  of  Sir  Rowlsiid  Cdtton.** 
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ahew  him  what  farour  you  lawfully  may  and  the  cause  may  bear,  id  tko 
■peedy  diapateh  of  his  business;  which  I  shall  bo  erer  ready  to  acknow- 
ladge,  and  Test 

Your  Lordship's  most  deroted  to  serre  you, 

G.  BUCKIVOHAM. 
VThilehaU.  the  «>  day  of  April,  1618. 

To  THB  Lord  Chaitcbllob.' 

My  honourable  Lord, 
I  will  not  go  about  to  excuse  mine  own  fault  by  making  you  belierc 
his  Majesty  was  backward  in  your  business ;  but  upon  the  first  motion 
he  gave  me  directions  for  it,  which  it  was  my  negligence  (as  I  freely  con- 
feim)  that  I  have  no  sooner  performed,  having  not  been  slack  in  moTtng 
his  Majesty,  but  in  di}(|iatching  your  man.  All  is  done  which  your  Lord- 
ship desired,  and  I  will  give  order  according  to  his  Majesty's  directions, 
so  that  your  Lordship  shall  not  need  to  trouble  yourself  any  farther,  but 
only  to  expect  the  speedy  performance  of  his  Majesty*s  gracious  pleasure. 

I  will  take  the  first  opportunity  to  acquaint  his  Majesty  with  the  other 
hosiness,'  and  will  ever  rest 

Your  lordship  s  faithful  friend  and  servant, 

G.  BUCKIBOHAM. 

Theobalds,  the  8  of  Msy. 


To  THB  Lord  Cbahcbllor.' 

My  honourable  good  Lt^rd, 
WhcreaH  in  Mr.  l{aiisbye*s  cbubo,  w  hicli  formerly  by  my  means  both 
his  Majesty  and  mynclf  recommended  to  your  lx)rdKhip  s  favour,  your 
Lordiihip  thought  gootl  u]H»n  a  hearing  tliercof  to  decree  some  part  for  tlio 
young  gentleman,  and  to  refer  to  jionie  miistcr8  of  the  chancery  (for  your 
farther  satisfaction)  the  examination  of  witnesses  to  this  point,  which 
seemed  to  your  Lordship  to  be  the  main  thing  your  Lordship  doubted 
of,  whether  or  no  the  leases  conveyed  by  old  Hansbye  to  young  Mansbyc 
by  deed  wore  to  be  liable  to  the  legacies  which  he  gave  by  will,  and  that 
now  I  am  credibly  informed  that  it  will  appear  upon  their  report  and  by 
the  depositiona  of  witnesses  without  all  exception  that  the  said  leases  arc 
no  way  liable  to  those  legacies ;  these  shall  be  earnestly  to  intreat  your 
Lordship  that  upon  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  masters  and  deposi* 
UoDi  of  the  witnesses  you  will  for  my  sake  shew  as  much  favour  and  ex- 
pedition to  young  Mr.  Hansbye  in  this  cause  as  the  justness  thereof  will 

■  HarL  MS8.  7006.  f.  87.     No  year-date.     Docketed  by  Meautys,  •«  My  Lo. 
sf  Bucking**  to  my  Lo.** 

*  1  do  not  know  wliat  the  bnsinessos  wers  to  which  this  letter  refen. 

*  HarL  M88.  7006.  f.  80.    Docketed  by  Meautys,  '*  12  Junii*  1618,  The  Ear 
el  Baeking"  to  your  Lp.  in  the  behalf  of  one  Mr.  liambye.'* 
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pormit    And  I  ilull  rcoeire  it  at  your  Lonbhip's  luuidt  at  %  paitiailsr 
IftTOttr. 
So  I  Uke  mj  leare  of  jour  Lordthip,  and  icti 

Your  Lordship's  faithful  friend  and  terrant, 

G.  BVCKIHOIIAM. 

Oraenwich.  tht  IS  of  Jun«,  1618. 

To  mi  Lord  Chaxcbllob.' 

My  honourable  Lord» 
Undentanding  that  the  rausc  depending  in  the  Cbaneefj  between  the 
lady  Vernon  and  the  olBcen  of  Lis  Majesty's  luHwehold  is  now  ready  lor 
a  decree,  though  I  doubt  not  but  as  his  Majesty  hath  been  satisfied  of 
the  equity  of  the  eause  on  his  officers*  behalf,  who  hare  undergone  the 
businefiM  by  his  Msjotity's  command,  your  Lonlship  will  also  find  their 
cause  worthy  of  your  favour:  yet  I  hare  thought  fit  once  again  torecom* 
mend  it  to  your  LonUhip,  desiring  you  to  give  them  a  speedy  end  of  it, 
that  both  his  Majesty  may  bo  freed  from  farther  importunity,  and  they 
from  the  charge  and  trouble  of  following  it :  which  I  will  be  ever  ready 
to  arkoowlcdge  as  a  favour  done  unto  myself,  and  always  rest 

Your  Lordship's  faithful  friend  and  servant, 

G.   BVCKIIIOBAX. 
Oroonwich,  the  16  dny  of  Juno,  1018. 

To  TBI  LOBO  CnAKCBLLOB.' 

My  honoured  Lord, 
I  writ  unto  your  Lordship  lately  in  the  belialf  of  Sir  Rowland  Cotton, 
that  then  had  a  suit  in  dependence  before  your  Lordship  and  the  rest  of 
my  Lords  in  the  Star-Chamber.    The  causw  I  understand  hath  gone  con- 
trary to  his  expectation,  yet  he  acknowledges  himself  much  bound  to  your 
Lordship  for  the  noble  and  patient  hearing  he  did  then  receive,  and  lie 
rcstx  satisfied,  and  I  much  beholding  to  your  Lordship  for  any  favour  it 
pleased  your  Lordship  to  afford  him  for  my  cause.    It  now  rests  only  in 
your  Lordship's  power  for  the  assessing  of  costs,  which  because  I  am  cer- 
tainly informed  8ir  ilowland  Cotton  had  just  cause  of  complaint,  I  hope 
your  Lordship  will  not  give  any  against  him.    And  I  do  tlie  rather  move 
your  Lordship  to  respect  him  in  it,  because  it  concerns  him  in  his  roputa* 
tion,  which  I  know  he  tenders,  and  not  the  money  which  might  be  im- 
posed upon  him,  which  can  be  but  a  trifle.    Thus  presuming  of  your 
Lordship's  favour  heroin,  which  I  shall  bo  ready  ever  to  account  to  your 
Lordship  for,  I  rest 

Your  Lordship's  most  devoted  to  serve  you, 

G.   BUCKIHOHAM. 
Jimo  29, 1C18. 

>  Uorl.  Mas.  700C.  f.  91.  Orig.  Docketed,  by  the  other  secretary,  **  15  Jun. 
1G18.  My  Lo.  Marq'  of  Buck,  to  yo'  Lp.  on  the  (Mhslf  of  tlio  oOiecrs  o(  the  liouw- 
hold  in  a  csuse  depending  between  thcoi  snd  the  Lndy  Vernon.'* 

^  Ibid.  r.  93.  Orig.  Docketed  bv  M(«aiitrf,  ■«29  Juno,  1618.  11/  U 
Marq*  of  Bin  k"*  to  yo*  Lp.  on  the  bi^hnJf  of  Sir  Rowland  Cotton," 
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2. 

On  tho  2Gth  of  Juno  the  invincible  Countess  of  Shrewsbury  was 
again  brought  before  the  Star-chamber  upon  a  charge  similar  to  that 
which  she  had  been  colled  to  answer  six  years  before.^  There  was 
ft  rumour  abroad  that  the  Lady  Arabella  had  left  a  child.  TIio 
Countess  was  thereupon  sent  for  and  interrogated.  Refusing  to 
answer,  siio  was  committed  to  the  Tower  for  contempt.  And  now 
being  brought  before  the  Star-chamber  she  maintained  her  resolution 
in  face  of  the  Court,  pleading  a  vow  formerly  made  not  to  answer  any 
article  touching  the  Lady  Arabella.  For  this  she  was  sentenced  to 
pay  a  fine  of  £20,000  and  to  be  imprisoned  until  she  should  acknow- 
ledge her  offence  and  submit.  In  a  report  of  the  proceedings  which 
is  io  be  seen  among  the  State  Papers,^  the  substance  of  the  several 
•entenoes  is  given  in  order.  Of  Bacon's,  which  came  last,  I  find  the 
following  note. 

Lord  Chancellor. 

I  ani  sorry  for  the  Lady,  ller  offence  is  against  the  law^  and 
her  allegtaucc  is  subject  to  fine  and  ransom.^ 


'  allegiance 
for  advice 
for  discovery 


,„     ,.  .   .        r  of  covenant 

All  subj«|to  owe  to  thcr     J  ^f  ^„„,^j 

^       ^  L of  testimony 

Take  away  these,  and  you  pull  out  the  King's  eyes. 
Five  circumstances  that  aggravate  the  offence. 

1.  The  person,  eminent,  of  excellent  wit  and  temper,  therefore 
the  greater  in  example. 

2.  The  occasion,  the  rumour  of  the  La.  Arabella's  having  a 
child. 

8.  The  generality  of  her  vow,  a  grief  to  the  sovereign,  an 
offence  to  God.  If  there  should  be  a  conspiracy  against  the 
King  or  state,  she  will  not  answer.    This  draws  suspicion. 

4.  Relapse.  She  committed  the  like  offence  before,  and  falls 
in  to  it  again. 

6.  A  dumb  spirit,  which  must  be  cast  out.  He  agrees  in  all 
things  with  the  former  censures. 

It  seems  that  she  remained  inexorable.  For  I  find  that  in  tho 
following  August  the  King  sent  Coke  with  the  Attorney   and 

*  8m  Tot  IT.  p.  296.        >  S.  P.  Dom.  toI.  xcvu.  no.  126.         *  So  in  MS. 
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toSirJttiiMC 


\Vs.n  fv  r*  Hclicv  tW  Kua«;,  or  vko  cu  faOov  tke  Ko^. 
T>  K  .  •'^^L  tW  Uic  emificair  of  tke  Jadgo.  aad  nipstcc^ 
XM  ^-«rt  U  ti^  ki:-^«io«  mtiA  to  the  JiJjgci'cMe- 
<  >ii  afTrc7<»  U*  be  iv£re»^ed  vitk  bcv. 

1.    Rrr^isU'^  ^^  lU-aftdcd  liiif  of  tkk  kivgdoB;  boc 

3  •«  ^^rtdi  rtl  rtyrr^ ;  irmittcUi  tbcai  to  the  pmted  InoL 
Nr«  «^<:-»'«^  «frr»i  vrrr  dui^rnMis  Uic  ktc  Tfwkc  a  das- 

Ar.^i»  f^n-^*     Prrxtticn  kara  Uic  llelafw  tongttc 

2    r.'vcftT  \tcj:;:%i%  vkI  Ta^raboads^  hamm  them  or  knl  tka, 

or  cxl:^5  turm  la  woci. 

2^\tl  f^vsocT*  boaud  w  Nofiolk. 

CUn^  Bmc<»iict«rai»  6Ul  and  ncv ;  especudlj  draperioi 

S.  A^  Irin^ff^  BQiAnccs  of  anBam,  driakiaig  inloknUr  at 

tbc  A«ue».    CicHL  of  tW  peace  and  Market  do  not  knk  to  tk 

&iMi5c»  of  brer  and  bftad. 

4.  McndinjT  tlie  kigliwajs^  saltiag  (?)  curriagei  with  4wkek 
9  cv  10  borMr»  ia  a  cait.  Thias*  to  be  ladaeed  to  the  oU  po- 
lortkA.     Nooe  to  |ro  vhli  More  tkaa  5  or  6  Innes  ia  a  cut 

5.  BurKiinjT*  ia  the  crtj  and  aboat,  aot  to  be  fied  with  mai, 
Mr  cleansed  br  severs^  aor  kept  firoai  saekaeH.  The  rancd j  to 
pull  dovi;  the  hooaea^  aad  thote  of  tke  rieh  firat,  aad  thott  of 
the  poorest  after. 

>  0.«a)irr:^a  t«  Cknrtfla.  IS  km.  ItlflL 

•  Lmk^L  Mss.  \i0X  t  Ml.     U  Sir  JaL  Claw's  hmd. 

P«  ...r  •  At'^  mmi  a^  ti  r !£•  i  nii  — ilcd  ia  tW  k«.  Von  will  aoI  thaik  vlut  > 
r  ik^<r  «<*  iw«ia»^  ioikjovrr*  kr  liaih  m  llut  Wva,  aad  so^w  otlwr  partik  wd  Id 
Kr  i^k  K«  b«ni  iomm  ^  *^»  apMnm.  He  a^  dmva  oT  thcM  aia  ib pnii^M 
c«*>c.-.Mr  «i*rtiM»<>:  vWir^  a  saa  aaj  fee  Umv  caa  arw  ao  mHi  ■kmnl 

l«17-ia  ■-— -wvami^Mffa 
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8. 

Oa  tbo  12th  of  July,  1G18,  Bacon  was  created  Bnron  Yerulam  of 

Vcrulam.     Whether  thin  justifies  us  in  styling   hiai  *'  Baron   of 

Verulani'*  (as  has  been  ooiumonlj  douo  for  the  last  two  hundred 

years  wherever  his  titles  are  enumerated)  is  a  disputable  question,^ 

but  not  one  in  which  his  own  reputation  is  interested,    lie  never 

used  tliat  addition  himself,  but  styled  himself,  if  writing  English, 

••  Francis  Lord  Verulam ;"  if  writing  Latin,  "  Franciscus  de  Veru- 

laniio  :*'  and  it  was  doubtless  as  Vcrulam,  or  Lord  Vcrulam,  that  he 

expected  the  next  ages  to  know  him  and  speak  of  him.     I  think 

everybody  who  has  bcrn  eoncfrned  with  him  as  editor  or  biographer 

niUitt  agriH}  with  nw  in  regretting  that  the  next  ages  did  not  take  the 

hint.     Being  invited  to  call  him  by  a  name  as  hauditome  in  sound 

and  associations  as  any  that  England  could  have  furnished,  they  have 

fixed  upon  him  one  of  the  ugliest  and  most  vulgar ;  a  name  assi>ciated 

chiefly  with  the  prK)reBt  kind  of  joke  (and  quite  as  much  so  since  ho 

boro  it  as  before),  and  so  common-place,  that  in  order  to  make  it 

aerro  the  purpose  of  distinguishing  him  from  the  rcHt  of  his  surname 

at  all,  they  have  been  obliged  to  invest  it  with  a  title  to  which  it 

never  had  any  pretence.    An  attempt  has  indeed  been  made  of  late 

to  justify  the  title  of  "  Lord  Bacon  "  by  the  analogy  of  "  Lord  Coke,** 

"  Lord  Hale,**  and  others.    And  it  is  true  that  chief  jimt ices  retained 

in  popular  speech  the  prefix  of  "Lord,"  though  never  made  Peers. 

But  this  practice  did  not   'xtcnd  to  the  Judges  in  Chancery.     8ir 

Thomas  Mure  was  Lord  Chaucollor  More,  but  was  never  called  Lord 

More.     Sir  Nicholas  Bac<m  was  Lord  Keeper  Bacon,  Jbut  was  never 

called  T^)rd  Bacon.     And  so  through  all  the  list  of  Lord  Keepers, 

Lord  Chancellore,  and  ^[astern  of  the  llolls.     Francis  Bacon  is  the 

only  one  who  even  in  popular  speech  ever  bore  the  prefix  of  *  Lord,' 

otherwise  than  in  conjunction  with  the  title  under  which  he  was 

called  to  the  Upi)er  House.     How  his  case  came  to  be  an  exception, 

it  is  not  difficult  to  divine.  While  he  was  only  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  he 

had  acquired  a  popular  reputation  under  that  name.    As  long  as  ho 

was  Lord  Vcrulam,  he  was  also  Lord  Chancellor,  and  was  so  spoken 

of.    When  he  ceased  to  bo  Lord  Chancellor,  he  ceased  to  be  before 

the  pttblic,  and  was  scarcely  spoken  of  at  all.    Hence  it  happened 

*  See  ^  Notes  antl  Queries,*'  Ith  Ser.  vol.  vi.  p.  40.  Camden,  whose  autliority 
00  such  a  point  should  be  weighty,  sets  the  Ant  example.  **  JuHi  12.  Cancel- 
hrifu  crratmr  emm  iuttatHnrd  Bnm  de  Verulamio.**  Annolium  Apparatus,  p.  33. 
Tlie  patent  (11  •'uly)  as  given  in  Rymer  reeognizes  the  title  *'  Baron  Verulam  "  in 
tiM  headioff  {De  Iraitcitei,  Baromt  Verulam,  ereatione),  but  in  llie  body  of  the 
doeument  there  is  no  **  Baro  Verulaia  **  but  only  *'  Baro  do  VeruUunio.''  '*  Eidem' 
fw  Pramtiwco  aoMea,  ttjfimm,  iUmltim  H  kononm  haronU  de  VenUauM  dedimmt 
^Htauis.**  etc 
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that  people  nercrlNyAinr  fiimiluir  with  cither  of  his  pn»por  lillri  <i 
nobility.  \Vlicu  Lord  Vcrulam  or  Lord  8t.  AlbaiM  va«  tpokra  of  iS 
wu  nrecMM7  to  cxpUia  that  tho  pcnon  nicaui  vat  Sir  fruci 
Bacon ;  and  thus  the  iumamc,  which  he  had  himself  meant  to  psl 
with  for  CTcr,  had  to  reappear  upon  tho  title-pages  of  his  varU 
And  «lien  in  the  courw  of  time  other  candidates  ai»so  for  boU 
Ilia  other  names, — alien  **  Liord  St.  Albans  **  was  a  De  Bui]^  or 
a  Jennyn,  and  "  Lord  Vcrulam  **  a  Grimston,— tlie  patronpi^ 
already  |)opu1ar,  became  indi»pensablo.  Asa  man,  he  must  be  Bseoo. 
an  a  rii*er.  he  mutt  be  Lonl :  and  the  two  together  make  **  Led 
Ilaeou/*  And  so,  I  fear,  it  munt  remain.  To  correct  the  namcW 
which  a  famous msn  in  popularly  known  is  a  rain  ambition,  and  leu 
do  no  more  than  abstain  in  my  own  person  from  committing  or  puk- 
tioiiing  the  barbarism.  The  piimame,  though  a  continual  anmiyanor, 
I  am  obliged  continually  to  une :  but  the  false  title  may  be  dispeiu?d 
with,  if  |*eop]o  arc  so  disftosed.  And  if  when  these  rolttmes  vaot 
binding  the  binder  is  directed  to  put  **  Francia,**  instead  of  ""Lord," 
on  the  backs,  it  will  not  appear  anywhere  in  thia  edition  except  in 
quolAtionn  from  oilier  writers. 

In  the  next  |»ai>er,  which  nttcsts  his  continued  diligencf*  in  the 
gn*at  busiiuss  of  setting  the  finances  on  a  bound  footing,  he  fortlw 
first  time  in  thin  correspi>ndcnce  signs  himself  Francis  Venilia. 
Tliose  which  follow  i^ill  not,  I  think,  be  found  to  require  aiij 
coiiiuient. 

OanKRs  coNX'EiVKn  Axn  aorrrd  uroM  by  tub  Lords  and 
OTHER  Commissioners  for  the  Trrasvey  at  Whitkhau 
TDB  24Tii  OP  July,  1G18.^ 

First,  it  is  ordered  that  there  shall  be  a  clear  and  perfect  dis- 
tinction kept  between  the  receipts  and  payments  made  before 
Saturday  last  and  those  made  since  and  in  the  time  to  oonc. 
And  to  that  end  a  true  certificate  to  be  presently  brought  in  of 
the  state  of  the  Receipt  at  that  day,  that  the  remain  then  rest- 
ing in  every  teller's  hand  may  appear. 

tl.  A  collection  to  be  also  presently  made  of  all  orders  dated 
l)cforc  that  day  for  issuing  of  moneys,  whereupon  |mrt  in  paid  and 
part  un^Niid,  that  what  restcth  unpaid  may  ap)icar  by  itself.  Aud 
upon  every  several  order  an  entry  to  he  maile  of  what  is  remain- 
ing unpaid ;  that  no  more  monies  at  all  lie  issued  thereupon* 
But  these  remainders  to  \ic  allowed  only  upon  new  ordcn  ii 

1  UhmL  MS8. 165.  r.  274.    Copy :  one  of  Sir  Julius  Cmst's  pspen. 
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there  shall  lie  direction  pvon  fnim  time  to  time  when  money  shall 
come  in  to  clear  the  same. 

3.  That  a  book  be  presently  made  of  all  pensions  and  pay- 
ments usually  paid  by  dcbcntnr  in  p^eneral  setting  down  in  one 
column  the  certain  yearly  due  for  every  particular,  and  in  a  second 
column  what  is  at  Midsummer  last  behind  of  the  same,  distin- 
guishing the  necessary  servants  of  the  King  Queen  Prince  and 
I^dy  Klixalicth,  as  also  of  the  oflicers  of  his  Ma*>  •  Exehetpier, 
and  others  of  like  attendnnco,  fn)m  other  |»ensioncrs  at  large, 
every  company  aiul  sort  by  themselves.  Tliat  the  nature  of  their 
particular  service  or  employment  m<iy  appear,  as  well  as  their 
wages. 

4.  How  the  receipts  of  this  week  made  since  Saturday  last 
shall  be  issued  for  his  Ma*>'*  present  service,  the  said  Commis- 
sioners have  8u1)scribed  to  a  note  in  writing  which  the  Auditor  of 
the  Receipt  and  Clerk  of  the  Pells  arc  to  sec  duly  observed ; 
and  no  money  to  l)e  issued  otherwise  than  according  to  that 
direction  at  their  })oril.  And  on  Saturday  next,  or  else  as  soon 
as  may  Ix^,  a  perfect  and  true  certificate  to  be  brought  to  the  said 
Commissioners  under  the  said  officers'  hands,  lx)th  of  the  receipts 
and  issues  of  each  several  teller's  office  for  the  week  then  ended 
and  the  remains  of  the  same;  and  that  weekly  ccrtiBcatcs  be  con- 
tinued constantly  from  henccforwanl  whether  the  receipts  l)c  more 
or  less,  taking  care  that  no  sums  l)e  therein  allowed  that  are  not 
formerly  truly  paid  to  the  parties  by  good  and  sufficient  warrant. 

5.  Upon  the  weekly  certificates  brought  in  and  delivered  to 
Mr.  Chancellor,  the  Commissioners  will  meet  (if  there  be  cause) 
and  consider  how  that  money  remaining  ui)on  that  weekly  certi- 
ficate may  be  issued  to  give  best  dispatch  to  his  M.  service,  and 
set  down  their  direction  in  writing  for  the  same,  and  by  what 
teller  the  particulars  shall  be  |>aid,  which  it  is  agreed  shall  be  duly 
observed  without  any  power  in  the  Clerks  to  add  or  diminish  to 
or  from  the  same  unless  u^jon  any  pressing  occasion  of  his  M. 
service  the  said  Commissioners  shall  give  s|)ecial  warrant  for  any- 
thmg  or  in  any  other  manner  than  is  mentioned  in  the  general 
weekly  directions.  And  this  course  to  be  continued  firom  week 
to  week  through  the  year. 

6.  That  the  tellers  of  the  receipt  shall  give  no  bill  for  any  sums 
received  nor  any  tally  be  strickeu  by  way  of  anticipation  or 
aasignation  or  otherwise  for  the  same,  till  the  money  be  really 
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brought  into  the  lleocii>t»  without  special  wamnt  from  thcCoo- 
miMioocrt  when  they  shall  find  any  pffcasing  oocauon  to  icqsift 
it  to  be  otiicrwiac. 

7.  That  no  order  be  drawn  for  the  issuing  of  sny  mom 
until  the  Vrirj  Seal  or  otiicr  warrant  for  the  same  be  fint 
psiwcd  under  seal,  nor  upon  any  such  warrant  alone,  if  the  nne 
refer  to  eerti(icate»,  books,  bills,  or  accompts  to  be  sulnrrihcd  U 
others,  unless  the  »ame  eertificates  and  liooks  be  aoconlinglj  sab. 
iioril>od  and  voiichal  in  the  onler,  and  brought  in  to  be  kqu  of 
nx*ord  bj  the  oflieer  that  is  to  make  the  order,  and  if  any  tucb  on- 
warrantable  [onler]  shall  happen  to  lie  made  and  escape  Mgod, 
yet  the  Clerk  of  the  Pell  shall  make  stay  thereof  at  his  peril. 

8.  Tliat  no  teller  U|K>n  any  particular  direction  do  pay  any  of 
the  money  of  his  ehar^  without  the  order  lie  didy  roaile,  »»)>• 
serilicd  by  the  Coromissionens  and  entered  and  allowed  with  tbc 
Clerk  of  the  IVII,  nor  any  moneys  upon  any  dehentur  till  tbc 
same  lie  likewise  entcrr<l  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Pelln,  n«>r  anr 
sum  either  bv  onler  or  delientur  Init  siich  as  shall  he  wet  down  in 
the  weekly  ilin*etions  or  }i|)reial  warranto  aforesaid,  which  ukall  be 
made  public  to  all  theoflircm  of  the  Kereipt  for  that  purpmr. 

9.  Tliat  a  eolleetion  shall  lie  pn^scntly  made  wliennn  kIisH  Ir 
ii|M*ei(ied  as  well  his  M.'s  debu  of  all  natures  besides  tlioic  pcu- 
Mons  formerly  articled,  distinguishing  their  several  sorts,  sutl 
which  and  how  niueli  thereof  is  for  money  liorrowed  upon  iu- 
tercst,  as  also  what  Tallies  of  aiitiei[iatiou  or  aiitc*assigiistioa 
arc  already  stricken  and  past  upon  any  iiart  of  his  M.  revenrv 
which  should  otherwise  have  been  paid  and  brought  in  for  tbe 
time  to  come. 

10.  Another  book  to  be  also  made  of  all  manner  of  eertain 
assignments  already  settled  for  the  payment  of  his  Ma''* 
monies  to  any  |)artieular  office  or  officer,  distin^ruishing  what  is 
done  by  act  of  Parliament,  what  by  great  seal,  and  what  by  any 
other  warrant  or  direction,  that  by  these  books  now  exactly  once 
made  up,  both  tlie  present  estate  of  his  M.  treasure  may  tral/ 
appear,  and  light  may  Ix;  had  for  the  better  governing  aod  <lii- 
posing  of  the  same  for  hereafter. 

Signed. 
G.  Cant.  Fa.  Yz%jjlau,  Csbc. 

R.  Kacnton.  Fulkb  GaaviLL. 

Jul.  Cmmam.  Edw.  Cokb, 


I; 
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To  THE  Marquis  of  Buckingham.^ 

My  very  good  Lord, 

Wc  have  Mil  once  upon  the  Commission  of  Treasure  to  no 
ill  purpose,  as  may  appear  by  the  account  enclosed ;  wherein  his 
Majesty  will  Bnd  no  preposterous  issue  of  treasure :  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor imagines  well ;  Coke  seeks  and  beats  over,  as  well  where 
it  is  not  as  where  it  is ;  Secretary  Nauntou  forgets  nothing.  I 
will  look  to  liow  things  to  the  true  ends.  God  bless  and  prosper 
his  Majesty  and  yourself. 

Your  lonlship's  most  obliged  friend 

and  faithful  servant, 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

25  July,  1618. 

To  THE  Marquis  op  Buckingham.' 

My  very  good  Lord,  . 

I  pray  your  Lonl^hip  to  signify  to  his  Majesty  that  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  stay  at  the  seal  a  hook  of  Sir  Francis  Steward's, 
and  Sir  James  Auterlony,  etc.  of  j£200  land  in  charge  in  fee- 
simple:  My  reasons. 

First,  It  is  a  perpetuity,  and  so  much  rent  in  diminution  of 
revenue  certain. 

Secondly,  The  warrant  (as  is  acknowledged)  came  only  from 
my  Lortl  of  Suffolk,  and  not  from  Mr.  Chancellor.  And  yet  my 
Lord  was  wont  to  boast,  that  since  he  was  treasurer,  all  commis- 
sions and  contracts  for  sale  of  the  King's  lands  were  broken  oft 
and  ceased. 

Tliirdly,  Tlie  rate  of  the  moneys  paid  by  the  gentlemen 
amounteth  but  to  thirteen  years  purchase ;  which  is  a  plain  gifl 
of  a  good  proportion  of  value. 

If  his  Majesty,  now  informed,  iterate  his  mandate,  it  is  done, 
and  I  excused ;  but  I  could  wish  his  Majesty  would  refer  it  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  how  the  gentlemen  may  be 
otherwise  satisfied. 

I  rcccivol  yesternight  a  brave  account  of  the  commission  of 
the  Wards  in  Ireland,  which  this  one  year  is  advanced  from 
£200  per  annum  to  jCRXX)  which  is  twenty  fold  multiplied. 

'  Foitctnie  Pbpert.    Original.    Own  hand. 

*  BUfhem*^  flni  eoUeeiion,  p.  13a  From  %h$  origind.  Seoond  ooQMtion,  p.  80. 
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TkW  I  vTvle  far  im  wtmam^  Pint»  IWwne  1  glory  in  it,  hc^ 
it  WM  Bj  vork  vkoUjri  ant,  hecauw  bb  M^atj  aaj 
hf  tkk  Id  look  hetter  to  the  ioipnmaeoi  of  kb 
Wavii  ia  Faghail  hi  dae  tiae.    God  ever  preMrve  aad  praper 


Toer  LoiMttp*s  Mut  obliKod  bitod 

•adftitklU 

Fb.  Vbbului,  Cue. 

To  rar  MABOiis  or  Bixkinoham.* 

My  TTTT  ifwul  linnl, 

I  mm  %rrr  slaii  tii  hcmr  tiTllie  bcNHNir  lii;*  Majcstty  iiitcuik'tb 
in  iiir  iHi}>lc  b<lT  %imr  l^onl^ip't  mnChcr.  Thrs  amongst  man  J 
oclicr  thiugn,  •hcvctb  ia  yoor  Lonlahip  good  nature,  which  is 
the  root  oT  all  Tirtnra,  next  icligioa.  llcMdcn  it  doth  sort  well 
in  ttates,  when  place  and  power  do  meet,  and  stand  not  too  fitf 
at  a  dtstanoe. 

For  tlie  paaong  of  it  by  ditectioo  without  bill  tignod,  it  can- 
not  be  in  hw.  So  is  Mr.  Attorney's  opinion,  and  so  is  mine; 
and  tbcrcferc  tbcie  is  presently  a  bill  sent  with  an  indoncflicnt 
of  paanng  it  by  immediate  warranty  and  this  antedate. 

For  the  antedate,  I  must  present  hb  Majesty  with  my  csotion 
and  with  my  obcdicnee. 

For  the  statute  ticth  me  from  antedates;  and  indeed  the  min* 
chief  is  infinite :  ibr  by  that  means  the  King  may  gruit  an/ 
land,  cte.  and  take  it  away  a  month  hence  and  grant  it  another 
br  an  antedate.  And  swdy  were  it  land  or  the  like,  I  would 
not  my  Akmi,  or.  Your  Majesty  cannot  do  it,  for  a  world;  or, 
Your  Majesty  is  sworn  and  I  am  sworn ;  or  such  brave  phraiet,* 
but  sorely  (I  my)  I  would  iu  huinblcncm  rq^resent  it  to  bis 
Migcst>. 

But  the  case  of  honour  dillcrcth;  for  therein  hia  Majcfltjr'i 

•  •  Uil  nifflit  lato**  (vhU«  Wmwood  to  Lak«^  AogiMt  SI,  1«17)  «I  ttetind 
the  riw-Io*«d  bill  Irooi  mj  Lord  Kerp^r,  which  ■  »  iveofd  of  Ui»  eommiiiinii  far 
h«  U.  VBfdi  in  IfvlMid.  I  •md  j«m  liktviM  hit  Irtter  hcrMrith  iinlo  mt, 
vhcTCOi  Im  deMiw  UmI  the  unmniMiirm  mmj  b0  Mfned  or  rvCiarnod  buk  nolo  hii 
Lpk  m  Moa  ••  mn  bo.  I  pvmjr  joo  prociirt  hi»  M.  hand  unto  H  at  joor  InteOB* 
vvnictwy,  mmI  oMd  it  hiKk  imlo  BO."    8.  P.  Don.  Jutoi  L  foL  xriia.  no.  IS. 

*  SicplMM'o  int  eoUoctkn,  p.  mi.  Fran  tho  ongtaoL  Boeond€oaKliQl^p.81 

WOL.  WI.  T 
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prerogative  and  dcciaration  is  absolute,  and  he  may  make  liim 

that  18  last  to  l)c  first.     And  therefore  upon  his  Majesty's  signi* 

fication  of  his  pleasure  upou  the  indorsement  of  the  hill  signed,  I 

take  it  I  may  lawfully  do  it. 

I  am  here  rejoicing  with  my  neighbours  the  townsmen  of  St. 

Albans,  for  this  happy  day,  the  fifth  of  August,  1G18. 

Your  lordship's  most  obliged  friend 

and  faithful  servant, 

Fh.  Vkrulam,  Cane. 
GUnrhambury. 

4. 

The  next  letter  relates  to  an  unfortunntc  accident  of  which  Lorkin 
sent  the  following  account  to  Sir  Thomna  I'uckering  n  few  days  after 
it  happened. 

"  Last  Sunday,"  ho  says,  *'  happened  hero  in  London  a  p^reat  tumult 
Sf^ainst  the  Spanish  ambassador,  upon  this  occasion  :  A  gentleman  of  his, 
riding  through  Chancery  Lane,  and  not  so  well  heeding  his  way  as  was 
fit,  rode  over  a  child,  and  left  it  in  fiprcat  danger  of  death.  Presently  offer 
was  made  to  seize  upon  him,  but  he  put  spurs  to  his  horse  and  away.  The 
people  followed  him  af>er,  and  as  the  lenf^h  of  their  way  increased  so  the 
people  multiplied,  they  say,  to  the  number  of  four  or  five  thousand. 
These  beset  the  Spanish  ambassador's  house,  whither  the  delinquent  had 
betaken  himself,  demanded  the  offender,  and  upon  refusal  proceeded  to 
break  down  the  windown,  and  to  threaten  a  forcible  entry.  Neither  could 
they  be  quieted  till  my  Lord  Chief  Justire  came  thither  himself  in  person, 
and  earried  the  |>arty  along  with  him  prisoner  to  his  own  house,  pro- 
mising the  course  of  justice  should  pass  upon  him ;  wherewith  they  were 
appeased.'*' 

It  is  a  striking  evidence  of  the  tcmloncy  of  national  animosities  to 
pass  from  one  generation  to  another,  that  to  this  day  our  popular 
sympathy  is  with  the  rioters.  An  English  child  is  ridden  over  by  a 
gentleman  belonging  to  the  suite  of  the  Spanish  Ambassador.  That 
it  was  done  on  purpose,  we  do  not  say.  That  it  was  done  through 
bhtmeworthy  eawlessness,  we  have  no  reason  to  think.  A  mob  of 
four  or  five  thousand  Englishmen  (who  could  not  possibly  have  bad 
means  of  better  information)  demand  that  he  shall  be  delivered  up 
to  them.*    To  prevent  worse  violence,  he  is  delivered  up  to  the  Lord 


'  Court  and  Times  of  Jsbms  I.  toI.  ii.  p.  81. 

'  TIm  ehikl  was  not  redJy  hurt  (mo  the  Lord  Mayoi's  letter  to  tiie  Council, 
July  14 :  8.  P.  Tol.  zcviil  no.  18).  But  tliat  does  not  affoct  Uie  real  question.  For 
ths  flMb  thought  be  was  i  and  if  he  bad  died,  the  outrsge  against  jostioe  would 
not  have  been  at  all  the  bmws  ezeusable. 
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Chief  Justice.  And  ve  caniioi  jo^  relate  witbout  a  kind  of  indig* 
naiioo  either  that  the  *  delinqnoot*  waa  not  procaedeJ  •g^^nttt  or 
that  the  riotera  were. 

It  aeema  that  the  Lord  llajor  and  the  City  were  for  letting  it  pmi, 
but  the  King  inaiated  that  it  ohoold  be  ^  examined  and  nfted  to  the 
full,**  and  therefote  ''appointed  the  Lord  Coke  to  be  a  priacipaL 
eomniiBoner.**'  Bjr  hia  direction  Baeon  wrote  both  to  Coke  and 
Csaar,  requiring  their  attendance  by  name.  Hia  letter  to  Coke. 
which  leema  to  have  entered  moat  into  particulara^  baa  diaappearad  ^ 
but  the  other  has  been  preeerred  among  Cssar'a  P^iera*  and  ia  Iwre 
transcribed  fmiii  the  ori|;inaL 

To  Sir  Jrurs  Ckxar,  KniniiT,  Maxtkr  or  tiik  Rolui  Awn 
or  IMS  M.  IMWT  IIoM*^  PaivY  CorwciL.^ 

M'  of  llic  Uolls.  His  Ma*'**  iilcasurc  is  that  a  prooooding  be 
forthwith  hail  ii|K>n  the  Commission  of  Oyer  aiHl  Terminer,  oou* 
ccniitig  the  late  tumult  and  assault  made  upon  the  S|ianish  am* 
basiMidor's  house. 

And  because  this  day  and  to-morrow  are  Scsaion  dayi»  I 

should  think  Monday  or  Tuesday  next  were  a  fit  time  if  yoa 

shall  so  resolve ;  wherein  I  must  let  you  know  hia  M.  doth  require 

by  name  that  both  yourself  and  Sir  Edward  Cooke  be  preaent. 

Of  tliia  (thoug)i  it  needed  not)  I  have  written  at  large  to  Sir 

Edward  Cooke,  to  which  I  refer  you.     And  so  with  my  good 

wishes  unto  you,  and  desire  that  at  your  beat  leisure  I  may  ace 

you  and  my  good  nieoc^  (to  whom  I  pray  you  heartily  commend 

me)  at  Gorhanibury,  where  you  ahall  be  welcome,  I  reat 

Your  assured  friend, 

Fr.  Vbrulam,  Cane. 
Gorhambury, 
6  Auffust,  1618. 

The  result  we  hear  from  Chambcrlaiu  (15  August). 

I  OiAinborliun  to  Csrloton,  8  Augutt,  1618. 

*  It  Memi  to  hmro  bora  among  t^io  pnnera  tent  to  Ttiiison  an  1682,  tltore 
boinff  an  entry  in  Stephens*!  rstalogu«  of  a  letter  ■*to  Sir  Bdward  00110"^ 
•*  about  the  trial  of  a  riot  "—beginning  *•  Ilia  Maiottj's  plcnoare  io."  But  I  did 
not  tnccoed  in  finding  any  such  letter  at  Lambetht  where  moot  of  the  pspen  ia 
that  catalogue  arc  prenenred. 

>  Additional  M4S.  (B.  U.)  12,607.  f.  40.  Original  t  written  in  the  hswl  of 
Edward  Shcrbum. 

*  Sir  Julitti  hod  married  one  of  Bsoon't  niece*. 

T  2 
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*'  The  rommiMion  I  wrote  of  held  on  Wedncvday  at  the  Ouildliall, 
where  there  were  nine  jioor-finakes  indicted  for  the  riot  committed  at  the 
Spnuifih  ainhafMidor*«.  Seren  were  found  K^ilty,  and  adjudf;ed  to  six 
montht'  imprisonment,  and  to  pay  £50i)  a  piece.  The  other  two  were 
neqttitted."> 

The  next  letteni  explain  themselves. 

To  THE  Marquis  op  Buckingham.* 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  thank  your  Lordship  for  your  last  loving  letter.  I  wow 
write  to  give  the  King  an  account  of  a  patent  I  have  stayed  at 
the  seal*     It  is  of  licence  to  give  in  mortmain  eight  hundred  I 

pound  land,  though  it  be  of  tenure  in  chief,  to  Allen  that  was  I 

the  player,  for  an  hospital. 

I  like  well  that  Allen  playeth  the  last  act  of  his  life  so  well ; 
but  if  his  Majesty  give  way  thus  to  amortize  his  tenures,  hi  a 
Courts  of  AVards  shall  decay,  which  I  had  well  ho^xKl  should 
improve. 

But  that  which  moved  nic  chiefly  is,  that  his  Majesty  now 
lately  did  absolutely  deny  Sir  Henry  Savilc  for  .£200  and  Sir 
Edwin  San'lys  for  j£^100  to  the  perpetuating  of  two  lectures, 
the  one  in  Oxford,  the  other  in  Cambridge,  foundations  of 
singular  honour  to  his  Majesty  (the  best  Itnrncd  of  kings)  and 
of  which  there  is  great  want;  whereas  hospitals  abound,  and 
beggars  abound  never  a  whit  the  less. 

If  his  Majesty  do  like  to  pass  the  lK)ok  ot  all ;  yet  if  he  would 

be  ploasctl  to  abridge  the  jC800  to  .£500  and  then  give  way  to 

the  other  two  books  for  the  university,  it  were  a  princely  work. 

And  I  would  make  an  humble  suit  to  the  King,  and  desire  your  j 

Lordship  to  join  in  it,  that  it  mought  be  so.     God  ever  preserve  < 

and  prosper  you. 

Your  Lonlship's  most  obliged  friend 

and  faithful  servant,  ^ 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 
Tork*h(mse,  this  18th  of  Angutt,  1618. 

I  have  written  to  my  Lord  Chamberlain,  being  Chancellor  of 
Oxford,  to  help  in  the  business. 

8.  P.  voL  irriii.  BO.  S4. 
'  atephmTt  lint  ooUeotion,  p.  238.    From  the  originAl.    Saoond  coUeotion,  ^ 

p.8a» 
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To  mc  LoBD  CnAVCVLi.oR.1 

Mj  honourable  Lord, 
Wlicmc  it  hath  plotted  hit  Mtjctlj  to  rMonnnend  aiito  jaur  oonti- 
doration  a  petition  exhibited  bj  Mr.  Fowle  tOfceilier  with  the  fa^craiicv^ 
and  re(]ueit  for  the  rectify  in^;  of  the  work  of  gold  and  tilrer  thread ;  and 
now  undentandeth  that  jour  lordnhip  hath  called  onto  yoa  the  other 
eommiMionon  in  that  ctu»e,  nnd  K|)ent  lomo  time  to  hear  what  the  op|ioten 
could  object,  and  perceiTetli  by  relation  of  a  good  entrance  yon  haTc  made 
into  the  buKine«»;  tnd  i«  now  informeil  that  there  remaineth  great  store 
of  gold  and  nilvcr  thread  in  the  nierehanta*  handt  brought  from  forrign 
|iartt,  bctidet  that  which  it  brought  in  daily  by  ttealth  and  wrought 
by  underhand  workert,  to  tl&at  the  agentt  want  Tent ;  with  which  innon* 
reniences  it  tecmetli  the  ordinary  coiirac  of  law  cannot  to  well  meet : 
and  yet  they  are  inforoed  for  freeing  of  clamour  to  tei  great  numben  of 
people  ou  work  ;  to  that  the  commodity  lying  dead  in  their  handt,  will  in 
a  Tory  thort  time  grow  to  a  rery  great  tum  of  money :  To  tho  end  there- 
fore that  the  undertakvrt  may  not  bo  diNheartened  by  theto  wrongs  and 
lottea,  hit  Majesty  hath  i*ommandcd  me  to  write  unto  your  Lordthip^  to 
the  end  you  might  bcttow  tome  more  time  thit  racation  in  proaeeuting 
tho  course  you  haro  so  worthily  begtm,  that  all  diflTercncet  being  reeon* 
oiled  the  defectt  of  the  commission  may  lie  also  amendetl  for  prerontion 
of  further  abuses  therein,  to  as  the  sgcntt  may  reoeiro  eneoungenent 
to  go  on  quietly  in  tho  work  without  disturboneo.    And  to  I  roak 

Yoiur  Lordthip't  faithful  friend  and  aenrant, 

6.  BCCKIVOHAII. 

From  Boirly, 

tho  20  day  of  Aui;.  1G1& 

To  Me.  Isaac  Wake,  uia  Majeaty's  Agent  at  tub  court 

Savoy.* 

Mr.  Wake, 

[I]  received  some  letters  from  you ;  and  bearing  from  my 

Lord  Cavendish  hov  well  lie  aflcets  you,  and  taking  notice  alto 

of  [your]  good  abiliticH  and  services  in  liis  Majesty's  aflairs,  and 

not   forgetting  the    knowledge  I  bad  when    I   was  young  of 

your  good  father/'^  I  thought  myself  in  some  sort  tied  not  to 

keep  from  you  my  good  opinion  of  you,  and  my  desire  to  give 

you  any  furtherance  in  yonr  fortunes  and  occasions,  wliercof  you 

»  Ilorl.  MSS.  7006.  f.  93  Orig.  l)ockft«l  by  Metutrt,  "  iO  Aug.  1618b 
Hill  Mn.  i>Iea«uro  tigiiined  by  my  Lo.  Msrq.  of  Buck"  tourliing  Uie  MtUiivr  of 
Fowlci  Iiw  butinoM.'' 

*  Gibson  Paper*,  rol.  viii.  f.  90.  Copy  \  hurried,  tpptrcnUy,  and  incorrect 
Vo  lljkwf.    Indonod  in  tlie  usual  liand,  **'To  Hr.  Wake  his  Ma.  a(^-nt  in  Safoj.* 

'  Arthur  Wake,  Rector  of  Billing  in  Noriliamptoiishir^  Matter  of  the  liomital 
of  St.  John  in  Northampton,  and  Canon  of  Uhriat  Chureh,  Oxford.  (Note 
by  Birch.) 
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maj  take  knowledge  and  liberty  to  use  me  for  your  good.    Fare 

you  well. 

Your  very  loving  friend, 

Fr.  VisrvlaMi  Cane. 
Tork-houBO,  tliii  1** 
Sept.  1618. 

5. 

The  account  of  receipts  and  diBbursements  which  follows  is  pre- 
served among  the  State  papers.  How  it  came  there  I  do  not  know : 
but  at  the  time  of  Bacon*s  impeachment,  evidence  as  to  the  state  of 
hia  accounts  would  naturally  be  called  for  by  the  committees  charged 
with  the  investigation ;  and  some  of  the  documents  if  Icfl  in  the 
possession  of  the  chairman  or  clerks  may  easily  have  found  their 
way  to  the  Fhper  Oiiice.  But  however  it  came  there,  it  carries  proof 
of  authenticity  on  its  face:  being  an  original  paper  in  the  hand  of 
Edward  Sherbum,  who  was  then  in  Bacon's  service,  and  much  used 
in  his  most  confidential  business. 

I  do  not  know  enough  of  the  sources  which  then  supplied  the 
Lord  Chancellor's  income  and  were  considered  legitimate,  to  judge 
whether  any  safe  inference  can  bo  drawn  from  the  first  part  of  this 
statement  as  to  the  character  of  his  receipts ;  but  the  account  of  his 
disbursements  is  not  without  interest  for  us ;  as  helping  us  to  form 
an  idea  of  the  style  in  which  he  lived.  A  good  deal  of  it  has  been 
given  by  Mr.  Dixon  in  his  *'  Story  of  Bacon's  Life :"  but  it  is  diffi- 
cult by  extracts  to  convey  the  cflect  of  the  whole;  and  I  have 
thought  it  best  to  present  it  entire.  I  have  not  cared  however  to 
keep  the  old  spelling,  and  I  have  set  down  the  figures  in  modem 
fashion.  In  the  original  there  are  eight  places  for  figures  in  every 
line^  four  for  the  pounds,  two  for  the  shillings,  and  two  for  the 
penoe :  all  of  which  are  carefully  filled  up,  a  cipher  being  inserted 
in  every  place  not  occupied  by  another  figure :  as  for^nstanoe, — 

£.  s.  a. 
0100  .  00  .  00 
0400  .  00  .  00 
0100  .  02  .  00 
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HiCBirrt  AVD  DtinuBflCXKyn,  RBoiirviito  tub  24th  or  Jvits,  1618^ 

AKD  MDIIIO  THB  29T1I  OF  SkFTIMBBB,   1618.' 

June,  1618.                                     Rwoi|»l.  £.    «.   dL 

2ft.    or  Mr.  Champion,  for  the  Clerkship  •f  ibo  PcMe  of  the  Upon  m 

Cotintj  of  Surrey IW    O    O  «'**«'? 

27.    OfyourLp.  fromMr.  Tob.  MatthewM                         •  400    0    O 

27.  or  Mr.  Ben,  Keoordcr  of  London 22    O    O 

July,  1618. 

1.    Oryonr  Lp.  rrom  Mr.  Haiitinf^ Km)    2    O 

1.  or  .M  r.  i  flint' in  iwrt  of  your  Lp8.reet  for  EMtcr  Term  2ili»    0    O 
7.    Of  Mr.  Tothill  and  Mr.  Penyman,  two  of  tho  Six 

Clerks  or  Chaneery 2iiO    0    O 

2:1.    or  Mr.  Hunt,  tlio  remain  or  your  Lp**  reet  for  Baiter 

term 3260 

23.    OfMr.  Kdncy*  by  your  Lp.  order                .        .        .  209    O    O 

or  Mr.  Younff,  your  Lp.  Seeretary      ....  900  10    O 

OfMr.  Ilntclier^froro  UioHamiicr              •       •       •  680    0    O 

Augunf,  1618.  UpootiM 

2.  Of  Mr.  Hunt 110    0    O^^ 

7.    OfMr.  Kich,  one  of  the  M"  or  the  Chancery       '.        .  12iiO    0    0 

M.    or  Mr.  Parker,  deputy  Clerk  or  Star  ehamber              .  100    0    O 

16.    or  Mr.  Hatehcr,  from  the  Hamper                               .  100  16  lO 

September,  1618. 

16.    OfyourLp.  deliveTed  by  Mr.  Hatcher                 .        .  Hit)    0    O 

10.    Of  S' Tlioman  Smith 200    0    O 

28.  or  Mr.  Hatcher  ror  tho  bttMuesH  or  tho  Podlen   .  10i>    O    O 

The  Total  or  the  money*  Reecired  rrom  the  24th  of 
•June,  1618,  till  the  20th  of  Septemlier  foUowinf( 

amoantR  to 4100  12  10 


«■ 


Juno,  1618.  OiO«  And  Rewartlii.  £.    «.  d» 

20.    To  one  that  brought  your  Lp.  eherric»  &  other  thinj;! 

from  Gorhambury  by  your  Lp.'»  onler  .        .        .  0    6    O 

27.    Laid  out  for  ffoing  by  water  to  Greenwich  2  leTeral 
times*  by  your  Lp.'*  order  and  ror  other  expenee* 

there 1    2    O 

20.    To  an  Italian  by  your  Lp.  order 6  10    O 

«?0.    To  Mr.  Butler  by  your  Lp.  order  aa  a  gift    .  .       22    0    O 


'  8.  P.  Dom.  Jiunea  I.  toL  xeiz.  no.  86. 

•  Reccifer  of  cMual  floo*.  •  Or  the  ehamber.  *  8Ml-bearar. 
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Julj,  1618.                              Gift!  and  Rewards.  £,     <.    d. 
1.    To  my  La.  Ilatton's  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  garden 

seeds 0  11    0 

4.    To  an  Italian  by  your  Lp.  order 5  10    0 

4.    To  Mr.  Fletcher  by  yonr  Lp.  order  as  a  gifl    .                .  5  10    0 

4.    To  Sir  John  Seymor's  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  a  buck  12    0 

4.  To  Mr.  Fanceed'a  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  cherries    .  0    2    6 
6.    To  Mr.  Mattliew't  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  sweet- 
meats           050 

5.  To  Mr.  Becordcr's  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  a  salmou  0  10    0 

6.  To  my  La.  Poyznes  her  man  that  brought  yonr  Lp.  a  stag  2    0    0 
6.    To  Kir.  Trowthaw,  a  poor  man  &  late  a  prisoner  in  the 

Compter  by  your  Lp.  order 3    6    0 

6.    To  the  Washwoman,  for  sending  afler  the  Crane  that 

flew  into  the  Thames 0    5    0 

8.    To  Mr.  Gttilman  by  your  Lp.  order  asagift    .  .    25    0    0 

To  Mr.  Betnam  by  your  Lp.  order  as  a  gift  .    10    0    0 

8.    To  my  Lady's  footman  that  brought  your  Lp.  cherries 

from  Gorhambury 0    5    0 

14.  To  the  King*s  trum|>cter8  by  your  Lp.  order  .  .240 
M.    To  tlio  Prince's  trumpetom  by  your  Lp.  order  .360 

15.  To  tlie  Doetor  tlint  brought  your  Lp.  the  clock  5  10  O 
:S6.  To  Mr.  Kellett's  man  by  your  Lp.  order  .  0  10  0 
^.    To  Sir  Arthur  Gorge's  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  a 

book O  10    0 

27.    To  Mr.  Johnson  by  your  Lp.  order  for  his  son  and  his 

son's  tutor  at  Kton 4    8    0 

27.  To  Mr.  Compton  the  apothecary,  by  your  Lp.  order  •  2  4  0 
27.    To  one  Egcrton  by  your  Lp.  order  for  a  l>ook  .12    0 

87.    To  Mr.  Nichols  by  your  Lp.  order  when  your  Lp.  went 

toGorham: 2    4    0 

30.  To  Sir  Samuel  Paton's  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  12 

dozen  of  Quails 12    0 

;)i).    To  Mr.  Jones  the  apothecary  his  man  .050 

31.  To  Sir  Edward  Carew's  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  boxes 

oforange  flowers,  by  your  Lp.  order.  .        .      0  10    0 

August,  1618. 
1.    To  the  apothecary  of  St  Albans,  by  your  Lp.*s  order  12    0 

1.  To  a  poor  pilgrim  by  your  Lp.  order  .       .240 

2.  To  a  poor  man  at  St.  Albans  by  your  Lp.  order  .026 
8.    To  Mr.  Gibsons  maid  of  St.  Albans  that  brought  your 

Lp.  Six  Turkies 0    5    6 

2.    To  my  Lo.  Wentworth's  man,  that  brought  your  Lp.  a 

buck 120 

S.    To  my  Lo.  of  Salisboiy's  man  ^i  brought  your  Lp.  a 

•tag 360 
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i.    To  Sir  Itobert  Chichottcr**  mui  Uiai  brought  jour  Lfk  a 

horse 360 

4.  To  my  L.  of  NorUwiiipioii't  nuui  UuU  brougfai  your  Lp.  a 

Imck 1    2    II 

5.  To  Mr.  Kocordcr's  nuui,  thai  broui^ht  your  Lp. <  Mlnooa  1    S    i> 

6.  To  Jo.  Ooi'kaino  by  your  Lp.  ortlcr  a«  a  ipft  .  .12  0 
6.  To  the  apolhccary  of  Si.  Albaat  by  your  Lp.  ordvr  1  :l  «) 
6.    To  my  Lo.  of  Donct'i  man  thai  brought  your  Lp.  llcmlh- 

pottU 1    13    «) 

8.    To  Mr.  Progimro**  man  thai  brought  your  Lp.  li  fal 

wethcra S    4    (» 

8.    To  your  Lp.  bottlcroan  a«  a  gift O  10 

8.    To  Mr.  Bcinam  by  your  Lp.  order  at  a  gift                    .  5    0    o 

8.    To  Humphrey  Leigh  by  your  Lp.  order  ai  a  gift  5    0    «> 

H.  To  Sir  Jtob.  Butler  •  man  thai  brought  your  Lp.  a  stag  •  :)  O  O 
U.    To  my  Ijo.  Kich  his  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  letlcn 

from  London 0    6    <> 

\K    To  French  your  Lp.  •hoemakcr  Iiit  man,  for  bone  hire 

and  hi«  |«ainii  in  coming  to  Gorham  : .                         .  0    5    O 

10.    To  one  of  the  Prince*!  koeficrH  that  brought  y«mrLp.  a  iitag  5  10    O 

10.  To  Tliouia.H  1  lan»iiep,  groom  of  yuur  Lp.  footcloth,  an  a  gift  1  3  <> 
10.    To  Mr.  Ciiye'M  man  tiiat  brought  your  Lp.  ducks             .026 

12.  To  the  a|K>tliecary  of  St.  Albant  by  your  Lp.  order  1    2    O 

13.  To  (lo :  DaUoo  for  going  with  the  Suapter  .026 

14.  To  Goodman  fotKoy,  a  poor  man,  upon  hit  petition  by  your 

Lp.  order 100 

To  one  that  rode  twice  to  London  by  your  Lp.  order  for 

beer 060 

15.  To  Sir  Thomat  Poeblunt'i  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  a 

buck 120 

15.  To  Sir  Arthur  CapeU'i  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  a  buck  1  2  o 
10.  To  musiciant  at  Goram :  by  your  Lp.  order  .056 
10.    To  goodwife  Smith,  a  poor  womau  at  Goram :  by  your 

Lp.  order 120 

10.    To  Mr.  Ncalc  fl  man  thai  brought  your  Lp.  partridges    .  0    6    0 

16.  To  Mr.  Bcomout's  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  aprieoeks  0  3  0 
10.  To  Jo:  Spencer  your  Lp.  late  scrraut  by  your  Lp.  order  12  0 
10.    To  one  that  went  for  Mr.  Wendie 0    5    0 

17.  To  Mrs.  Spencer  by  your  order 3    6    0 

17.    To  her  maid  by  your  Lp.  order 1    2    O 

17.    To  my  Lo.  Cavendish  hit  footman  by  your  Lp.  order  0    6    0 

17.    To  Mr.  Boulton  by  your  Lp.  order 11    O    0 

17.    To  my  Lo.  of  Salisbury's  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  a 

buck 1  13    0 

17.  To  Mr.  Guilman  by  your  Lp.  order  as  a  gift  •  .12    0 

18.  To  my  Lo.  of  Sufiblk's  man  that  brought  your  Li».  a  stag  2  16    0 
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I 
2 
2 

1 
1 


13  0 

4  0 

4  0 

2  0 

2  0 


12    0 


August,  1618.  OidM  mnd  Reward*. 

18.    To  Mr.  Kobinprion  by  your  Lp.  order,  by  his  joamoy  to 

Stow  &  London  with  letters  about  your  Lp.  serrice  . 
18.    To  Mr.  Matthcwes  man  by  your  Lp.  order 
18.    To  Mr.  Faldoe*8  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  10  fat  wethers 
18.    To  Sir  Jo.  Lcntlirop*s  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  a  fat 

buUoek 

18.    To  Bambridg  his  child  by  your  Lp.  order 

18.  To  my  L.  of  Northampton's  man  that  brought  your  Lp 

a  buck        

19.  To  Mr.  Bill's  man  for  bringing  books  to  Coram,  by  your 

Lp.  order    ........ 

19.    To  Good  wife  Smith  by  your  Lp.  order 

19.    To  Will*"  London  your  Lp.  Coachman  as  a  gif\ 

To  tho  seTeral  Kervanta  of  your  Lp.  house  atOorhambury 

at  your  Lp.  coming  from  thence  by  your  Lp.  order 
To  the  carters  that  came  up  to  London  with  the  trunks 
To  him  that  camo  with  the  Confectionary  Glaasei    . 
To  him  that  came  with  the  sumpters 
To  the  woman  that  washed  &  starched  your  Lpa.  linninge 

atGoram 

Spent  at  Bernard  as  your  Lp.  came  up  to  London    . 

To  Mr.  Uackweirs  man  that  presented  your  Lp.  with  a 

sun  dial  of  stone  cut  in  books     .... 
To  the  artificer  that  made  it  by  your  Lp.  order 
To  the  Prince's  trumpeters  by  your  Lp.  order 
To  my  Lo.  of  Ormonts  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  a  cast 

of  Irish  hawks 

To  Mr.  Trearor*s  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  sugar  cakes 

To  the  weeders  in  the  garden  by  your  Lp.  order 

To  old  Mr.  Hillj'ard  by  your  Lp.  order  . 

To  Mr.  I^we  for  his  chsrgea  in  his  journey  to  * 

To  Sir  Henry  SpillerV  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  abuck 

To  your  Lp 5 

To  my  Lo.  of  Northumberland's  Butler  by  your  Lp.  order 
To  my  Lo.  Rich  his  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  pheasants 

&  partridges  by  your  Lp.  order 

To  Mr.  Kellett  by  your  Lp.  order 

To  Jo.  l^rgc,  your  Lp.  old  servant  that  brought  your  Lp. 

a  I're  from  Gorhambury,  by  your  Lp.  order 
31.    GiTen  at  Hampstead  when  your  Lp.  dined  there 

8r|4enibcrt  1618. 
1.    To  one  that  went  to  Verginia  by  your  Lp.  order  .240 

1.    To  the  M'  of  the  Bolls  of  Ireland  his  man  by  your  Lp. 

order 1  13    0 


1 1.1 

0 

1    2 

0 

3    C 

0 

15  U 

0 

0  10 

0 

0    3 

0 

0    2 

6 

0    C 

0 

0  11 

0 

1     2 

0 

0    6 

0 

2    4 

0 

2    4 

0 

0    2 

0 

0    2 

0 

11    0 

0 

(1  12 

0 

1    2 

0 

5  10 

0 

2    4 

0 

1    2 

0 

0  11 

0 

1     2 

0 

2  11 

0 

'  An  abbrvriattfd  name,  which  I  omnot  eleariy  make  out.    Perhaps  **  Cofratiy. 
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September,  161 S.  Oifte  And  BevBitb.  JC     «.    dL 

S.    To  Mr.  Kcllott'i  man  by  your  Lp.  order .  .      O    5    O 

3.    To  a  woman  that  broogbt  your  Lp.  a  hare  .      O    5    O 

5.    To  my  Lo.  Deputy**  man  of  Ireland  that  brought  your 

Lp.  a  Cast  of  Hawks 4    8    O 

5.  To  Mr.  Betnam  by  your  Lpa.  order— And  Mr.  Nicholla  .      t    I    O 

6.  To  my  Lo.  Pcriam*e  man  by  yoitr  Lp.  order    .  .ISO 
0.    To  htm  that  carried  the  gla«et  of  the  Goofectioiiary  to 

WindM>r  Aback 0  11    O 

0.    To  him  that  went  &  came  with  the  sumpter  .050 

7.  To  Jo.  Cockaino  by  your  Lp.  order 0  11    O 

7.    To  Mr.  Dutlcr  by  your  Lp.  order    .  .  .1*0 

7.    To  Sir  Willm.  Herbert's  man  by  your  Lp.  order  thai 

bniu^ht  your  Lp,  a  buck 12    0 

7.  To  Sir  Willm.  Milemay'i  man  tliat  brought  your  L|>. 

pheaMmte  &  partridgen 12    0 

8.  To  the  Musicians  at  Windnor  by  your  Lpe.  order    .        .      2    4    « 
8.    To  Scrg*  Finch  his  son  &  Mr.  Johnson's  son  at  Eton  by  • 

your  Lp.  order 12    0 

8.  To  the  Dean  of  Windsor's  serrants  at  your  Lp.  coming 

from  thence I  14    0 

9.  To  the  Bishop  of  Chester's  man  for  a  book  .12    0 
9.    To  my  I*a.  Klia.  her  grace's  nerrant  by  your  Lp.  order    .12    0 

10.    To  Sir  Jo.  Kidderroastcrs  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  a 

buck 12    0 

10.  To  a  Dutch  musician  by  your  Lp.  order  .        .        .        .      I    2    O 

11.  To  George  the  Vcrginian  by  ytiur  Lp.  order  .  .  0  10  O 
11.    To  Sir  CharlcM  Howanln  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  a 

buck  with  the  head  and  uuibles  by  your  Lp.  order     .      2    4    0 
IL    To  Mr.  John  l^Iurray's  man,  that  brought  your  Lp.  a 

book  from  the  King,  by  your  Lp.  orders    .        -        .480 

15.  To  Dr.  Baskenrille  &  D.  Gulston  by  your  order  as  a 

gift *    8    0 

16.  To  Mr.  Gray,  a  physician  by  your  Lp.  order  .  .240 
15.    To  Mr.  Kcllett  by  your  Lp.  order  as  a  gift                     .12    0 

15.  To  Sir  J.  Tho:  Pcriont's  man  that  brought  your  Lp. 

Pheasants  &  Partridges 1   13  0 

16.  To  my  La.  Staulio))o'8  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  a  cheese  0  5  6 
16.  To  Mr.  Shute's  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  a  red  deer  [  ]*  0  11  O 
16.    To  Mr.  NichoUs  tho  remain  of  his  allowance  in  the  time  of 

your  Lp.  being  at  Goram.  for  diet,  by  your  Lp.  order      0    8    1? 

16.  To  Mr.  Herris  for  a  book  w*  he  bought  for  your  Lp.       .010 

17.  To  a  poor  woman,  one  Knight's  wife,  by  your  Lp.  order .  12  0 
17.  To  my  La.  Periam's  footman  by  your  Lp.  order  .  .0110 
17.    To  one  that  brought  your  Lp.  strawberries  from  Hackney     0  110 

^  The  bst  word  is  blotted.    It  kwks  like  *Jaye*  or  *yaye.* 
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September,  1618.                           Gifts  and  Rewards. 
IH.    To  the  Quccn*s  |(ardeiicr  by  your  Lp.  order    . 
11*.    To  Mr.  Buckinasicrs  inau  iliat  brouf;ht  your  Lp.  a  dozen 
of  live  partrid^i'8 

To  the  M'  of  the  iloliii  his  man  l>y  your  Lp.  order  . 

To  the  A|»othernrios  man  by  your  Lp.  order    . 

To  a  ear(>enter  of  Goraui.  by  your  Lp.  order    # 
22.    To  Moritf  for  hi»  lod^inj;  at  Windsor 
22.    To  a  ineKNenKcr  sent  to  Goram.  with  Vn  . 

22.  To  Mr.  Bettnam  by  your  Lp.  order  as  a  gift,  when  your 

Lp.  went  to  Uampton  Court      .... 

23.  To  one  that  brought  your  Lp.  cheeses 

24.  To  Rich.  Wood  your  Lps.  bottlcman  as  a  gift . 

25.  To  Sir  Francis  Darcies  man  by  your  Lp.  order 

25.  To  Dr.  Corbett's  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  fruit  . 

26.  To  a  poor  man  that  brought  your  Lp.  grapes  . 
26.    To  the  gardener  at  Jiauipton  Court  by  your  Lp.  order 
26.    To  my  La.  Bedford's  man  by  your  Lp.  order  . 

To  Mr.  Staplcton*s  mau  that  brought  your  Lp.  a  Swan  & 

4  Godwits  by  your  Lp.  order     .... 
To  the  Queen^s  lierbwoinan  that  brought  your  Lp.  Musk 

milians  by  your  Lp.  order 

2S.    To  Dr.  Corbetts  man  by  your  Lp.  order  that  brought  your 

Lp.  fruit 

2S.    To  a  groom  of  the  Ks.  chamber  that  brought  your  Lp 
pears  by  your  Lp.  order 


£.     «. 

d. 

0  11 

0 

0  11 

0 

0    5 

0 

0    5 

0 

0    5 

0 

(»    5 

0 

0    5 

6 

2     t 

0 

0  11 

0 

1    2 

0 

0  11 

0 

0  11 

0 

0  11 

0 

0    3 

0 

1     2 

0 

0  11  o 

0   5  0 

0  11  0 

0    2  6 


The  total  of  all  the  money  disbursed  in  gifts  &  rewards 
from  the  24th  of  June  till  29th  September  161S, 
amounts  to 3<& 


7    0 


June,  16ia                                         PaymcnU.  £.    #.  d, 

25.  Pkid  the  Lining  draper  and  sompster's  bill  for  cloth  and 
laoo  and  making  your  Lp.  KuflTn,  A  Cuffi*,  &  Shirts,  as 
appears  by  tlie  particulars 20    8  10 


July,  ifiiti. 

2.  Paid  Mr.  ilallett  for  the  interest  of  lOii'^  for  0  months 

5*^  and  to  his  man  Kl^^in  all 5  10    0 

3.  Paid  Humphrey  Leigh  his  bills  of  money  giren  to  the 

poor  by  your  Lps.  order 16    0    2 

3.  Paid  Mr.  Hill  the  Sirirener  for  the  interest  of  200^^  for  6 

months,  to  the  use  of  Mr.  Henry  Goldsmith,  k  for  the 
fofbcttinoe 11    0    0 

4.  Paid  for  a  loolcing-gUst  for  your  Lps.  case  .      0  IS    0 


0 

0 

o 

o 

o 

0 

17 

o 
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Aiif^twt,  1C19.  Pnymentt.  £,     a,    d. 

ti.  V9m\  Mr.  Kdlott  hy  your  Kp.  onlcr  liia  In II  for  I^ynie  .  17  12  0 
26.     Paid  the  Steward  by  your  Lp.  onler  for  Gorkambury 

oceaMioni 20il    il    o 

31.     Paid  llumpltrpy  Lciicli  kit  bill  of  money  iprcn  lo  y'  poor 

from  the  Uth  to  ilic27tli  of  August  .  .      8U    0 


Scpteinb(*r,  16  IN. 
1.    l*aid  the  Picture  drawer  for  your  Lp.  pieture  .        .        .    33 
1.    Paid  the  Steward  by  your  Lp.  ordiT  .  2iii) 

6.    Paid  Mr.  Wightman  for  the  inicrett  of  l*  tn*^  for  G  montlia, 

due  tbo2of  August  ItilH 6 

5.  Paid  King  bis  bill  Cor  neeeHsaries  in  the  Chamber   .        ..     0 

6.  Paid  Mr.  Tiohbumc  the  linen  draper  by  your  Lp.  order 

in  jiart  of  his  bill  of  2U'^  5-  ^  10^.  Item.  W^  ^9*  .  lu  O  0 
6.    Paid  Mr.  Edmund  Mewtis  by  your  Lp.  order  to  disehargo 

horse  meat  at  Windsor 13    4    0 

5.     Paid  the  StewanI  by  your  Lp.  order  .  .  In)    O    0 

IH.    Paid  Mr.  Bate  halxTdasher  of  small  wares  in  part  of  his 

bill  by  your  Lp.  order 10    0    O 

11.  Paid  Mr.  M  iller  the  woollen  dra]>er  by  your  Lp.  order  in 

part  of  hiH  old  bill  of  2  ti  )'**  K « i'\     Kern.  1 H »      .        •  li  M 

12.  Paid  the  Steward  by  your  Lp.  ap|M>intmont     .        .        .  20il 

12.  Paid  Iluinphry  ]«eigh  bin  bills  of  money  given  to  the 

poor  from  27  Augimt  till  loth  7^       ....      0 

13.  Paid  Peter  lUdford  bin  bill  for  Kosemary  &  Ihiys  .  O 

14.  Paid  Mr.  Canibell  for  the  interest  of  2iiOk  for  i\  months, 

duethe  lothof  7^r  1(U8 lO 

To  the  8fri%*ener  for  his  consideration      ....      1 
It.     Paid  Mr.  Duraut  his  bill  for  [         y  at  Windsor  &  other 

occasions 

17.    Paid  the  Steward  by  your  Lp.  order  for  Mr.  Styles  the 

mason  for  the  works  at  Verulam  .  .    6f>    0    0 

22.  Paid  the  Steward  by  your  Lp.  order,  w^  was  delivered  to 

the  Clerk  of  the  Kitchen  for  proriston  at  Hampton 

Court 6f)    O    O 

23.  Paid  for  2  doz.  of  handkcrchers  at  IS"  and  2  doa.  of  soeks 

at  !)■  for  your  Lp 2  14    O 

2't.     Paid  Humphry  I^^igh  his  bill  of  money  given  to  the  poor 

from  the  10th  to  Iho  17th  7^' 2    9    6 

24.  Paid  the  Sempters  bill  for  making  up  4  shirts,  2  rufls,  Si 

14  pairs  of  cuffs,  with  the  lace  for  the  Buffs  &  Cull's 

&  tbe  washing  &  starching 6    8    8 


o 

0 

II 

0 

6 

6 

5 

0 

0 

O 

o 

O 

*  Tlio  word  is  worn  away. 
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September,  in  1 8.  ]*n>iiMMito. 

2i.  IViid  for  a  liui  for  your  l«p 

22.  Paid  the  Stownnl  for  liouHchold  cx]H*ncc 

25.  lliid  for  a  Key  for  Hampton  C*  Garden  for  3  locks 

26.  P*  Mr.  PMmond  Mcwtis  to  di§chargo  horsemeai  &  diet 

for  the  j^rooms  at  Hampton  Court     .... 


£. 

#. 

rf. 

1 

lo 

o 

51 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

22 

0 

0 

The  total  of  the  money  paid  from  the  24th  of  June 
till  the  29th  of  September  1618  amounts  to    .         :)71 1     4    2 


MiMBa 


Another  paper  in  the  same  collection  contains  a  list  of  all  Bacon's 
aen-anla.  Its  date  must  have  been  a  little  earlier  than  the  12th  of 
July,  bt^causo  it  appears  by  the  heading  that  though  ho  was  then 
Jjord  Chancellor  he  was  still  Sir  Francis  Bacon.  Though  imperfect, 
it  will  help  to  complete  our  idea  of  his  style  of  life  in  the  day  of  his 
greatness ;  and  the  names  and  functions  of  his  principal  officers  and 
attendants  may  sometimes  be  of  use  in  explaining  transactions  which 
would  be  otherwise  obscure. 


A  CHBgrE  [Roll]  or  all  trb  sbrvamts  of  thb  bioht  [noMouBiBLB 
Sib  Fbabcis]  Bacob,  Kbight,  Lord  CnAKcsLLOB  op  [Ekolabd.]' 


Mr.  Gates 
Mr.  Lewis'    • 
Mr.  Leigh 
Mr.  Shar|)eigh 
Mr.  Hatcher. 
Mr.  Yoiige 
^ir.  Thomas  Mewty 
^fr.  Johnson  .    • 
Mr.  Phillips  .    . 
Mr.  Kdmund  Mew 
Mr.  Harris    .    . 
Mr.  Jones     .    . 
Mr.  Troughton  . 
Mr.  Boroughs    . 
Mr.  Butler    .    . 
Mr.  Bushell  .    . 
Mr.  Aluian    .    . 
Mr.  Hunt .    •    . 


.  f 


I  Chapli 


ins. 


s 


ty 


•  Serg'  at  arms. 
.    Steward. 

.    Scale- bearer. 

•  I  Chief  Secretaries. 

.    chief  trcnt"  usher. 
.    Auditor. 

s     Gent,  of  the  horse.  ^ 

.  1  llememhranoers  for 
.  i         benefices. 

•  I  [illegible.] 

•  ^  gent"  ushers. 

.    Clerk  for  tlio  Commission  of  Peace. 
.    BeceiTer  of  casusl  fines. 


'  8.  P.  Dom.  James  I.  toI.  zcr.  no.  64 
*  'Mr.  CeciU'  had  been  written  linl. 


o 

o 

l> 

fli 

o 

o 

17 

o 
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AiiKUPt,  1C18.                                PnynMRtt.                                               X.      «.  if. 

ti,  VM  Mr.  KrIlHt  liy  your  Lp.  onlcr  hi*  inll  for  I^siie  .  17  12  O 
26.     Paid  tlic  Hlcwanl  bj  your  Lp.  order  for  GorLambury 

occaMioni flOi)    ci  «i 

31.     Paid  lluiDplirpy  Lciirli  kia  bill  of  money  p^iren  lo  j*  poor 

ffomUie  Hthtoilic27thorAttguai  .                        .      8  1-&  O 


8rptefnbt*r,  161H. 
1.     l*aid  the  Picture  drawer  for  your  Lp.  picture  .        •        .    33 
I.     Paid  tho  Steward  by  your  Lp.  ordiT  .  2iiil 

6.    Paid  Mr.  Wightman  for  the  interest  of  liK  i>^  for  6  montlia, 

due  the  2  of  August  ItilH 6 

6.    Pkid  King  his  bill  for  neresiiaries  in  the  Chaml>er   .        ..     0 

5.  Paid  Mr.  Ttchbumc  tlie  linen  draper  by  your  Lp.  order 

in  )iart  of  his  bill  of  2t>^  5*  U'  10^.     Item.  n»*  5-  O'   .    lo    0    O 

6.  Paid  Mr.  Edmund  Mcwtis  by  your  Lp.  order  to  diseharxo 

home  meat  at  Windnor 13    4    O 

5.     Paid  the  Steward  by  your  Lp.  order  .  .  Im)    O    O 

IH.    Paid  Mr.  Bate  hnlHTdaiiher  of  small  waivs  in  part  of  his 

bill  by  your  Lp.  order 10    0    i> 

11.  Paid  Mr.  M  illcr  the  woollen  dra|)er  by  your  Lp.  order  in 

part  of  hiK  old  bill  of  ^ur  1iniI\     Hem.  IHI      .        .  lu) 

12.  Paid  tho  Steward  by  your  Lp.  appointment     .        .        .  20i) 

12.  Paid  Humphry  Leigh  hi»  bills  of  money  giren  to  the 

poor  from  27  August  till  loth  7^       ....      0 

13.  Paid  IVlcr  lUdfonl  his  bill  for  Kosemary  &  Rays  .  O 
U.     Paid  .Mr.  Cambcll  for  the  interest  of  2iK)>k  for  4)  months, 

durthe  lOthof7i*«' ](;i8 lO 

To  tho  Scn%'oner  for  his  consideration      ....      1 
It.     Paid  Afr.  Durant  his  bill  for  [        ]•  at  Windsor  k  other 

occasions 

17.    Paid  tho  Steward  by  your  Lp.  order  for  Mr.  Styles  the 

mason  for  the  works  at  Verulam  .    Sfi    0    0 

22.  Paid  tho  Steward  by  your  Lp.  order,  w^  was  dolirercd  to 

the  Clerk  of  tho  Kitchen  for  prorision  at  Hampton 

Court 6f»    U    O 

23.  Paid  for  2  doz.  of  handkcrchers  at  IH*  and  2  dox.  of  socks 

at  0*  for  your  Lp 2  U    O 

2^1.    Paid  Humphry  I^igh  his  bill  of  money  given  to  the  poor 

from  tho  10th  to  the  17th  7^' 2    9    6 

24.  Paid  Uie  Seropters  bill  for  making  up  4  shirts,  2  ruflTs,  ^ 

14  pairs  of  cuffs,  with  the  lace  for  the  Kuffs  &  Cufls 

&  tbe  washing  A  starching 6    8    8 


0 

o 

o 

o 

6 

6 

5 

0 

0 

O 

o 

O 

• 


'  Tito  word  is  worn  away. 
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September,  IftlH.                               ]*iiyiiM*iit«.                                                  £.      t.  d. 

2i.     Paifl  for  a  lian  for  your  Kp .       I   |o  o 

22.     l^iifl  the  Steward  for  lioimcliold  ex  ))cncc                           .    51    0  0 

25.  I'feid  for  a  Key  for  Hampton  C«  Garden  for  3  locks               o    7  0 

26.  P*  Mr.  Edmond  Mcwtis  to  discharge  horaemeai  &  diet 

for  the  j^rooms  at  Hampton  Court                             .    22    o  0 

The  total  of  the  money  paid  from  the  24th  of  June 

till  the  29th  of  September  1618  amounts  to    .         :)71 1     4  2 


Another  paper  in  the  isame  collection  contains  a  list  of  all  Bacon's 
sen-ant tt.  Ita  date  muat  have  been  a  little  earlier  than  the  12th  of 
July,  bt'cause  it  appears  by  the  heading  that  though  ho  was  then 
Jjord  ChaniH^llor  he  was  still  Sir  Francis  Bacon.  Though  imperfect, 
it  will  help  to  complete  our  idea  of  his  style  of  life  in  the  day  of  his 
greatness ;  and  the  names  and  functions  of  his  principal  ofiicers  and 
attendants  may  sometimes  be  of  use  in  explaining  transactions  which 
would  be  otiierwise  obscure. 


A  CHBUVE  [KoLL]  or  ALL  TRB  SERVANTS  OF  THB   BIOHT  [nOMOUBABLB 

Sib  Fbabcis]  Bacob,  Kbioht,  Lord  CnAKCBLLOB  op  [Ekolabd.]' 

Mr.  Gates      .    .    .    .Jd,    ,|„. 
Mr.  Lewis'    •    .    .    . ) 
Mr.  Leigh      ....    Serg'  at  arms. 
Mr.  Sliari>cigh    .    .    .    Steward. 
Mr.  Hatcher .     .     .    .    Seale-bcarcr. 

Mr.YcKe         .         •]  chief  SccwUrio.. 
31  r.  Thomas  Mewtys  . ) 

Afr.  Johnson  ....    chief  ircnt"  usher. 

Mr.  Fhillips  ....    Auditor. 

3Ir.  Kdmund  Mewtys     Gent,  of  the  horse.  ^ 

Mr.  Harris    .    .    .    . )  Remembranoers  for 

Mr.  Jones     ....  J         benefices. 

S:S2;r: :  :V"'^^^-^ 

Mr.  Butler    .    ,    .    ,  ^       4.     u 
Mr.Bad«n  .    .    .    .)««»»•"•»«««• 

Mr.  Ahuan    ....    Clerk  for  tlie  Commission  of  Peace. 
Mr.  Hunt Receiver  of  casual  fines. 


■  S.  P.  Dom.  James  I.  toI.  zcv.  no.  64. 
>  'Mr.  Ceedl'  had  been  written  linl. 
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Mr.  Lowe .    .    . 
Mr.  Kdncj    .    . 
Mr.  Woder    .    . 
Mr.  NirlioiMm   . 
Mr.  Slicrltome  . 
Mr.  Gdodriek 
Mr.  Bajiuno .    . 
Caption  Garrett  . 
^Ir.  Krmp     .    . 
Mr.  Faldo     .    . 
Mr.  Traren  .    . 
Mr.WcUi     .    . 
Mr.  Bowca     .    . 
Mr.  Guilroan 
Air.  Fletcher 
Mr.  Auihonj 
Mr.  Percy     .    . 
Mr.  Nicolas  Daeon 
Mr.  rnderhill    . 
"Mr,  MAnnerinf^  . 
•Mr.  CarrelP.    , 
*Mr.  Fanona 
Mr.  Allen .    .    . 
Mr.  Portiiigion  . 
•Mr.  Gooderieke 
Mr.  JoMliue    .    * 
Mr.  Moylc     .    . 
Mr.  Walloy   .    . 
Mr.  Hoijiiip   .    . 
•Mr.  Ball       .    . 
•Mr.  Price     .    . 
•Mr.  Pearce  .    . 
Mr.  Bi*all  Saperton 
Mr.  Cokayne 
Afr.  Bcitenham 
Mr.  Cooke     .    . 
Mr.  PoHdon  .    . 
James  Edwardca 
l^bert  Durant  . 
Stephen  liead    . 
Humphrey    Leigh 

r<ieale  .  . 
Henry  Syll  .  . 
[Blank  in  MSJ  . 


oftlMChuiber. 


Sewer. 


)  G«ntleiiicn  Waitcra. 


Panea. 

i 
Door  Keeper. 
Barber. 
McaseuKcr. 

\  Yeomen  npliera. 


} 


Mr.  Cooks. 


■  The  names  marked  with  an  asterisk  (•)  hsre  a  line  drawn  through  them  in 
theMH. 
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Will-  Ockold 


T  t    XT-    I  f      Yeomen  of 

John  r<  icoiflon    .    .  .  >  ^i     -rtr    j    , 
^   .^    ,      -,.  1  tiio  W  ardrobe. 

Clinstopiicr  King    .  . ) 

Bogcr  Pilkin^^loD    .  .    of  the  wino  cellar. 

Edward  laaack  •     •  •  ^    /.  .i  * 

-  ,     , ,        ,  f  of  the  ewry  and 

John  llumphrey     •  •  f 

*Joan  Humphrey*  .  .  J         P      T» 
Kichard  Edwarden  . 
Morricc  Davies  .     . 


John  OaVeH'  . 
Wood 

Kichard  Wood  .    .    .    Bottleraan. 
George  Price      .    .     •    Yeoman  of  the  horse. 
John  Whitney    .     .    .    Cook. 

The  sheet  of  parchment  on  wliich  this  ia  written  Ih  divided  into 
two  columnn,  the  first  of  which  ends  hero.  Of  the  second,  which 
has  been  almost  obliterated,  enough  remains  to  shew  that  it  con- 
tained the  remainder  of  this  list  (making  the  number  of  names  100), 
and  then  another  list  of  some  other  household  (Gorhambury,  per- 
haps) which  fills  the  rest  of  the  column,  and  appears  to  have  been 
continued  on  the  other  side.  The  number  of  names  on  this  side  is 
about  50.     How  many  on  the  other  it  is  impossible  to  guess. 

0. 

Of  the  five  letters  which  follow,  the  first  two  are  intelligible 
enough,  only  that  they  do  not  fit  naturally  with  the  Inst  communica- 
tion on  the  same  subject.  The  *'  fitnoss  and  convenicncy  of  the  gold 
and  silver  thread  business  **  was  a  question  on  which  the  opinion  of 
the  learned  counsel  hiid  been  taken  some  time  ago.  The  report  had 
been  favourable ;  the  project  lM«ing  one  whicli  (according  to  Bacon's 
political  economy)  would  benofit  En«;lnnd  by  employing  her  poor  in 
work  tending  to  bring  in  and  keep  within  the  country  some  quantity 
of  precious  metal,  which  would  otherwise  go  to  enrich  the  foreigner. 
But  it  had  diiTiculties  to  contend  with.  The  manufacture  was  not 
altogether  new  in  England.  It  was  new  in  the  mode  and  on  tho 
scale  on  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  work  it;  and  much  money 
had  been  laid  out  in  bringing  it  in.  But  there  were,  and  had  long 
been,  manufacturers  of  gold  and  silver  thread  in  tho  country ;  and 
they  disputed  the  right  of  the  patentees  to  forbid  them  the  practice 
of  their  mysteri'.  After  much  litigation  and  long  deliberation  in 
Council,  the  first  patent  (IGll)  was  revoked,  and  a  new  one  granted 
with  new  conditions  (January,  IG15-IG) ;  but  infractions  were  still 
■  Rrawd  in  MS.  •  «  Muf^gcridge*  Imd  boon  written  Gmt  in  MS. 


mis]  ooiin  A?cn  hutrr  tiirkad  tatkiit.  «^^ 

coiii|)I«iiMHl  of;  And  in  tho  following  ycur  the  Ationirv  Goncnil  mn» 
dirccto<l  to  Uy  no  iuforroatkm  in  tlio  Biohcquer  agninni  tlio  in- 
friugrni.  Thcro  wore  42  of  them ;  anil  I  puppoac  it  was  thought 
that  auch  a  hoat  of  oucmica  could  not  be  aacceaafullj  cncounternl 
with  that  woa|>ou.  For  the  proaecution  waa  not  prcaacd  to  a  judg- 
ment ;  and  the  whole  thing  was  put  upon  a  new  footing.  It  was 
propoaed  to  transfer  the  monopoly  from  tho  patentee  to  tho  King; 
that  the  patentee  aliould  work  tlie  manufacture  aa  the  King*»  agent, 
— the  pnifita  being  at  the  disposal  of  the  Crown.  The  new  arrange- 
ment, having  been  referred  to  and  approved  by  Bacon,  Blontague, 
and  Yelverton,  waa  announced  by  proclamation  on  the  22d  of  March, 
1G17-8.  On  the  llth  of  April  a  new  patent  waa  granti*d,  ansigning 
the  entire  profits  of  the  monopoly  for  three  yean  to  Fowloa^one  of 
the  former  patciitccs— and  on  the  22d  commissioners  wore  appointed 
to  protect  it.  Under  their  authority  severe  nieasuri's  were  taken 
both  for  the  discovery  and  for  tho  punishment  of  oiTonders.  But 
they  were  still  too  many ;  and  Fowles,  as  we  havo  already  seen,  had 
to  |)etition  for  more  help.^  This  petition  (which  waa  tho  subject  of 
Buckingham's  letter  of  August  20)  had  been  under  the  consideration 
of  tlio  connnit}>ionerH,  and  had  been  specially  recommended  by  the 
King  to  Bacon  ;  with  directions  to  find  some  way  of  reconciling  the 
diflcrcnces  and  amending  the  defects  of  tho  commiision,  ao  tluit  the 
agents  might  proceed  in  their  work  without  disturbance. 

What  followed  this,  I  do  not  find  reported.  But  it  aeems  tliat  the 
ease  undenacnt  some  change.  For  now  on  tho  4th  of  October  we 
find  tho  King  calling  for  a  report,  not  of  the  meaaurea  tlut  had  been 
tiiken  to  enable  the  agenta  to  proceed,  but  of  the  fitneaa  and  con- 
vrniency  and  probable  profit  to  the  Crown  of  the  whole  thing ;  the 
same  question  which  had  been  asked  and  anawcrcd  before.' 

In  Bacon's  letter  to  Buckingham,  p.  341,  I  am  unablo  to  say 
whether  tho  **  Navy"  business  to  which  it  relates  waa  Admiralty  or 
Treasury  business.  But  1  fijid  by  a  letter  from  Lorkin  to  Puckering 
on  the  5th  of  October  that  Buckingham  was  then  rc[K>rtcd  to  have 
**  gotten  the  survivance  of  the  Admiralty  granted  him  in  a  joint  {latout 
with  the  Lord  Admiral  :"•  and  it  seems  very  likely  that  he  waa  train- 
ing himself  for  the  oflice,  which  ho  had  refused  on  the  ground  of  inex- 
perience not  long  before,  and  undertook  not  long  after.  Chamber- 
lain,  writing  on  the  2ttli,  givea  some  |>articulara  of  the  arrangement 
made  by  the  Commission  of  the  Nsvy  "  lately  finiahed,**  which  may 

»  8oo  above,  p.  325.  .     .      *       *,    -    «   « 

-  For  •  full  liwlorv  of  lhi«  patrnt  tw  a  rommunmlKHi  rfDm  Mr.  8.  R  Gar- 
diner to  the  ArcXitbMopMt  vol.  xli. 
»  Court  mmI  Timm  ofiamM  I.  rol.  ii.  \t.  !W. 
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very  well  be  the  business  which  Bacon  speaks  of.  An  undertaking 
had  been  given  for  five  years  to  discharge  it  for  £30,000  a  year, 
which  cost  £5G,000  or  thereabouts  hitherto,  and  during  that  space 
to  repair  two  and  build  two  new  nhips  every  year,  and  from  that  time 
forward  to  reduce  the  charge  of  tho  Navy  £20,000.^ 
The  two  remaining  letters  will  sufficiently  explain  themselves. 


To  TBB  LoBD  Chancellor.' 

My  honoorablo  Lord» 
His  Majesty  is  desirous  to  be  satisfied  of  the  fitness  and  convcniency 
of  the  gold  and  silver  thread-business,  as  also  of  tho  profit  that  shall  any 
way  accrue  uuto  him  thereby.  Wherefore  his  pleasure  is  that  you  shall 
with  all  convenient  speed  call  unto  you  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  tho 
King's  Bench,  the  Attorney -general  and  tho  Solicitor ;  and  consider  with 
them  of  every  of  the  said  particulars,  and  return  them  to  his  Majesty, 
thai  thereupon  he  nuiy  resolve  what  present  course  to  take  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  execution  thereof.    And  so  I  rest. 

Your  Lordship*s  faithful  servant, 

O.  Buckingham. 
Theobftlds,  llie  4  of  Octob.  1618. 

To  THB    KlNO.^ 

May  it  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty, 
According  to  your  Majesty's  pleasure,  signified  to  us  by  the 
Lord  Marquis  Buckingham,  wc  have  considered  of  the  fitness 
and  oonvcnicncy  of  the  gold  and  silver  thread  business,  as  also 
the  profit  that  may  accrue  unto  your  Majesty. 

We  arc  all  of  opinion  that  it  is  convenient  that  the  same 
should  be  settled,  having  been  brought  hither  at  the  great  charge 
of  your  Majesty's  now  agents,  and  l)cing  a  means  to  set  many 
of  your  poor  subjects  on  work ;  and  to  this  purpose  there  was  a 
former  certificate  to  your  Majesty  from  some  of  us  with  others. 

And  for  the  profit  that  will  arise,  we  see  no  cause  to  doubt ; 
bat  do  conceive  apparent  likelihood,  that  it  will  redound  much 
to  yonr  Majesty's  profit,  which  we  esteem  may  be  at  the  least 
jE  10,000  by  the  year ;  and  therefore  in  a  business  of  such  bene- 
fit  to  your  Majesty,  it  were  good  it  were  settled  with  all  con- 

>  Chamberlain  to  Cariefon,  24  Oct.  1618.    S.  P.  Dom.  vol.  ciii.  no.  45. 

*  Harl.  MS.  7006.  f.  96.  OriK.  Docketed  (partly  in  Mcoutjt*t  hand)  "  4  Oct. 
1618.  My  lx>.  Marq*  to  to'  Tx>i>.  touching  the  patent  of  gold  and  tilfcr 
thraad.** 

'  fltephens't  second  eolleotion,  p.  00. 
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Tcnicnt  speed,  by  all  Uwful  means  tliat  may  be  thought  o^ 
which  notwithstauding  wc  most  iiumbiy  leave  to  your  Majesty's 
highest  wisdom. 

Your  Majesty's  most  humble  and  faithful  scrvantSy 

Fa,  VeauLAM,  Caue. 
H.  Montagu.     IlaNav  YaLTaaTOJi. 

To  THE  Maequis  or  Buckingham.^ 

My  very  good  Lord, 

What  passed  in  your  Lordship's  presence  your  Lordship 
can  tell  touching  the  Navy.  The  morrow  following  wc  con- 
cluded in  approbation  of  the  books,  save  in  one  point,  touching 
the  number  convenient  for  manning  the  ships;  wherein  the 
number  allowed  by  the  commissioners  had  in  my  judgment  a 
little  of  the  merchant.  For  to  measure  by  so  many  as  were 
above  dead  i>ays,  is  no  good  argument.  For  the  abuse  of  dead 
})ays  is  to  1)C  amended,  and  not  the  necessary  number  abated* 
In  this  his  Majesty  may  fall  u|K>n  a  middle  proiK>rtion  between 
that  of  the  commissioners  and  that  of  the  officers. 

It  were  good,  now  the  three  books  which  we  have  appointed 
to  be  ingrosscd  into  one  ledger-book  are  affirmed,  there  were 
a  short  book  of  his  Majesty's  royal  directions  and  orders  there- 
upon,  extracted. 

For  the  Ck>mmimion  of  the  Treasury,  I  persuade  myself  tlicy 
are  of  the  first  hours  that  have  been  well  spent  in  that  kind. 
We  have  put  those  particulars  whereof  his  Majesty  gave  us 
charge  into  a  way. 

Bingley's  information  will  be  to  good  purpose,  and  wo  find 

another  of  like  nature  revealed  to  Mr.  Secretary  and  myseUl 

Ood  ever  prosper  you. 

Your  Lordship's  most  obliged  friend 

and  faithful  servant. 

Fa.  YzKVLAU,  Cane. 
0  Oct  1618. 

To  THE  Makquis  or  Buckingham.* 

My  very  good  Lord, 
Looldng  for  matter  of  service,  I  have  found  out  a  suit  for 

*  FortMOtt*  {Mpen.    OrigiiML    OwnhMid. 
'  Gibton  Pap«n,  toI.  tI  ii  t  V7.    Copj. 
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mjaclf ;  «nd  it  is  proper  for  nic  more  than  all  men ;  because  it 

ia  within  the  account  of  the  Ilanapcr.     But  I  have  made  a  law 

to  myself,  that  I  will  never  beg  anything  which  shall  not  bring 

a  gain  to  the  King.    Therefore  my  suit  is  to  farm  the  profits  of 

the  Alienations,  yielding  a  thousand  pounds  a  year  more  to  the 

King  than  hath  been  yielded  communilms  annii  by  a  medium  of 

•even  years.     If  the  King  be  pleased  to  grant  me  this,  it  will  a 

little  warm  the  honour  he  hath  given  me ;  and  I  shall  have  a 

new  occasion  to  be,  as  I  ever  have  been,  and  shall  be. 

Your  lordship's  most  obliged  friend 

and  faithful  servant, 

Fk.  Vkkulam,  Cane. 
York-hoaiic,  9tb  October,  1618. 

To  TUB  LOBD  CllAllCELLOB.' 

My  honourable  Lend, 
I  have  been  desired  by  some  friends  of  mine  in  the  behalf  of  Sir 
Francis  Englefcild  to  recommend  his  cause  so  far  unto  your  Lordship, 
that  a  peremptory  day  having  been  given  by  your  Lordsliip't  order  for 
the  perfecting  of  hit  account,  and  for  the  assignment  of  the  trust,  your 
Lordship  would  take  such  course  therein  that  the  gentleman's  estate 
may  be  redeemed  from  further  trouble  and  secured  from  all  danj^er,  by 
engaging  those  to  whom  the  trust  is  now  transferred  by  your  Lordship** 
order  to  the  performance  of  that  whercunto  he  was  tied.  And  so  not 
doubting  but  your  Lordship  will  do  him  what  lawful  favour  you  may 
herein,  I  rest 

Your  Lord.ship*s  faithful  friend  and  servant, 

G.  BccKiaoUAM. 


7. 

The  next  letter  introduces  a  subject  to  which  it  is  rather  strange 
that  Bacon's  correspondence  has  not  hitherto  contained  a  single 
allusion.  For  it  was  a  matter  of  great  moment ;  much  disputed  iu 
couucil ;  full  of  doubts  and  perils  of  the  most  serious  kind :  and 
followed  for  the  last  18  months  with  eager  popular  iuterest: — a 
subject  which  he  must  have  been  watching  from  the  beginning  with 
the  gravest  anxiety. 

Wo  loft  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  fifteen  years  ago  in  the  Tower,  under 
■entenoo  for  treason ;  respited,  but  not  pardoned.'    The  conditions 

>  Hart  Mas.  7006.  f.  90.    Orig.    Doeketed  by  Mcautyt, «« R'  14  Oct  1(18. 
Th«  Lo.  Usra-  Book-  to  jo^  Ia.  in  the  bebalf  of  Sir  Fr.  Knglefield." 
«  to  Vol.  III.  p.  laa. 
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of  his  cAptivitj  men)  not  liowevor  very  acvero.  IMiey  had  noi  ile- 
privecl  him  of  hit  |K>m'ert,  nor  altogether  of  his  sphere,  of  action. 
Besides  his  *  History  of  the  World/  which  might  be  thought  enough 
by  itself  to  account  for  all  his  time,  ho  had  written  various  treatise*. 
|N)litieal  and  scientific ;  his  taste  for  ex|)erimeuts  in  chemistry  had 
made  ilacon  think  of  him  as  one  who  might  jMMsibly  be  induord  to 
lend  a  hand  in  the  Oroat  lustauration ;'  and  he  had  at  thosanio  time 
kept  up  his  communications  with  the  New  World*  and  his  hopes  of 
accomplishing  there  some  great  work  of  coloniution,  conquci>t,  or 
commerce.  Several  trading  or  exploring  voyages  had  beiMi  made  by 
his  means  or  in  his  interest ;  and  the  rtmults  had  enabled  him  to  in- 
spire othcrb  with  his  own  belief  that  mines  of  wealth  rich  enough  to 
enrich  a  nation  were  waiting  there  for  thuso  who  had  courage  to 
find  and  work  thorn,  liow  much  he  knew,  and  how  much  ho  be- 
lieved, and  what  kind  of  mines  he  looked  for,  and  how  ho  thought 
they  were  to  bo  approached  and  occupied,  nobody,  I  think,  will  erer 
find  out.  But  one  thing  wo  may  bo  sure  ho  knew — that  if  he  could 
persuade  the  King  to  sanction  an  expedition  and  ]>laco  it  under  his 
command,  he  must  (for  the  time  at  least)  bo  let  out  of  the  Tower. 
In  order  to  obtain  so  much  liberty  he  was  ready  to  give  any  security 
which  might  1)e  proposed  that  ho  would  not  abuso  it.  With  tliat 
view  ho  had  already  made  tit  least  three  distinct  proi>osaIs:  one  to 
the  Earl  of  Salisbury  (iiup|)O0ed  in  IG07) ;'  a  second  to  Li>rd  Had- 
dington (sup|H>sed  in  1010);'  a  third  in  IGIl  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Council.  None  of  these  were  accepted ;  but  the  last  was  framed 
with  a  view  to  got  rid  of  our  of  tiio  principal  dilficulties.  Accordini; 
to  this,  ho  was  not  to  go  himself,  and  liberation  was  to  bo  contingent 
on  success.  Two  vessels  were  to  bo  sent  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Keymis  in  search  of  a  particular  gold  mine,  the  locality 

*  a«j  Comm^Htariut  Sofutut,  Vol.  IV.  p.  63.  "Tlic  Mting  on  work  my  L.  of 
NoKh[uinbcrlan(l]  snd  Kalfffh,  snd  (hnivforo  lIsr}*ott ;  thonitelvea  being  alroMly 
inclined  to  ox}K*riu)cnti«."     (2G  July  1G(>8.) 

'  Rdwards,  rol.  ii.  p.  3SU.  "  And  Un'huac  it  mny  b«  objectotl  tliat  when  I  lui«-0 
ti  «htp  [or]  two  or  three  that  I  mny  lake  my  oourso  M>ine  other  way.  ...  I  am 
content  both  to  come  and  go  u«  a  priTuto  niau,  and  tliat  both  the  charge  of  Uie  ikip 
be  RiTcn  to  another— whom  I  tkH>ire  nii|;hl  be  the  bearer  hen»of— and  that  liebsro 
order  tliat  if  I  do  bnt  pcrtnade  a  contrary  courM.%  to  caat  me  into  tlio  tea.  .  •  . 
Wo  will  bronk  no  jioaoo :  invodo  none  of  the  8|>ani»li  towns.  Wo  will  only  tisds 
with  the  Indianis  and  tee  none  of  that  nation, — except  they  sbmuI  Ui.** 

^  Id.  p.  302.  "  1  am  content  to  be  committed  to  others  i  and  oetting  down  the 
cour»c  and  project  in  writing,  if  at  any  time  1  |»er«ua<le  the  eontrmiy,  let  tlicm  ca»t 
me  into  the  sea.  Secondly,  when  Ood  sliall  permit  us  to  orrtre,  if  I  bring  tliem 
not  to  a  mountain  (near  s  navigablo  river)  eorsred  with  gold  and  silror  ore^  let  the 
oommonder  hare  commission  to  eut  off  my  head  tliore.  If  this  be  not  suiBGient, 
I  will  prosume  to  nominate  unto  his  M.  sudi  commanders  as  he  shall  like  of^  who 
will  bo  bound,  body  for  body,  to  retimi  me  alire  or  dead.  And  if  I  Iists  mis- 
taken mTself  and  mar  be  fot  of  mors  price,  his  K.  shall  hars  forty  thoiassiid 
pounds  bond  to  boot/* 
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•od  wealth  of  which  he  knew ;  on  condition  that  if  more  tlmn  half 
a  ton  of  gold  were  brought  back  from  it  he  aliotild  have  his  liberty ; 
if  leas,  that  ho  should  remain  a  prisoner  for  life.  The  perttonal 
security  would  in  this  case  probably  have  been  thought  sulBcient. 
But  there  was  another  |K>int  upon  which  security  was  more  indis- 
|)cnsable,  uud  in  which  all  these  proposals  were  equally  defective. 
Security  vias  required  against  brcachcH  of  the  peace.  And  as  one 
of  the  proposed  provisions  was  that  *'  the  Spaniards  wore  not  to  be 
attacked  eicept  theuisclves  should  begin  the  war/*  it  appeared 
uptm  the  face  of  the  proposal  that  the  place  where  the  mine  was  to 
be  sought  ^\as  one  where  Spaniards  were  likely  to  be  found.  This, 
like  the  two  fonncr,  was  rejected ;  I  suppose  ft>r  this  reason.  It 
was  necessary  therefore  to  get  rid  of  ttiis  provininn:  which  was 
easily  done  b}  providing  tliut  there  should  be  no  Spaniards  in  the 
way ;  and  a  fourth  pro|)osal  was  made,  soon  after  Salisbury's  death, 
similar  in  other  respects  to  the  last — so  nimilar  indeed  that  it  might 
have  been  taken  for  the  same^-but  differing  in  two  points :  The  mine 
was  to  be  one  which  was  not  near  to  any  Spanish  settlement;  and 
he  was  to  conduct  the  eipedition  in  person.  This  new  proposal, 
being  supported  with  the  full  weight  of  AVinwood*s  authority,  who 
was  now  Secretary  of  State,  the  King  was  persuaded  to  agree  to.  On 
the  10th  of  March  1G15-G,  Ralegh  was  allowed  to  leave  the  Tower 
(though  still  with  a  keeper)  to  make  preparations,  and  on  the  2Gth 
of  August  IGIG,  his  commission  was  signed. 

No  mention  was  uiado  in  it  of  any  particular  mine.  The  enter- 
prise was  described  as  a  voyage  "  unto  the  south  parts  of  America, 
or  elsewhere  within  America,  possessed  and  inhabited  by  heathen 
and  savage  |)eople ;  to  the  end  to  discover  and  find  out  some  com- 
modities and  merchandises  in  those  countries  that  be  necessary  and 
profitable  for  the  subjects  of  these  our  kingdoms  and  dominions, 
whereof  the  inhabitants  there  make  little  or  no  use  or  estimation ; 
whereupfin  olso  uuiy  ensue  by  trade  and  commence  some  propagation 
of  the  Christian  faith  and  reformed  religion  amongst  those  savage 
and  idolatrous  people/'  But  though  the  design  was  not  more  exactly 
defined  (prt>bably  because  a  definition  of  the  place  when;  the  trea- 
sure was  might  have  incited  rivals  to  contend  for  it)  it  was  well 
understood  that  the  real  object,  or  at  least  the  real  pretence,  of  the 
voyage  was  a  particular  gold  mine,  of  the  existence  of  which  near 
the  banks  of  the  Orinoco  Ralegh  had  certain  knowledge,  and  of  the 
ore  of  which  he  had  seen  and  tested  samples.  The  commission  gave 
him  all  the  powera  neoeaaary  for  a  commander,  and  secured  to  him 
and  bit  fellow  adventurers  full  property  in  all  they  should  bring 
home,  with  reaervation  of  a  fifth  part  for  the  Crown.    By  way  of 


l«ia]  TmC  LIMITS  OF  HIS  0OMMI88IO5.  345 

•ecuritj  Against  failuro  of  pciformAnce  or  abuae  of  oommission,  the 
tenuro  under  which  he  held  hia  life  was  thought  enough ;  and  wbi^a 
Oondomar  objected  to  the  voyage  on  the  ground  tliat  the  mine  was 
a  mere  pretence,  that  Ralegh^a  real  intention  was  some  piratical 
attack  on  Spanish  propertj  on  land  or  soa,  for  which  the  force  he 
was  to  be  trusted  with — fourteen  armed  ships  carrying  a  body  of  .Und 
soldiers — would  give  him  ample  means ;  answer  was  made  that  he 
durst  not  attempt  anything  of  that  kind,  because  it  would  be  at  the 
|)cnl  of  his  life.  '*  That  there  might  be  no  mistake,"  says  Mr.  Oar- 
dinor,  "  he  was  called  on  to  gi?e  security  that  he  would  not  hurt  any 
subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  was  plainly  given  to  understand 
that  if  these  orders  were  transgressed  he  would  pay  the  penalty  with 
his  head:"i  and  though  the  authority  which  is  given  for  this  state- 
ment does  not  imply  that  the  warning  had  been  given  to  llalegh 
himself,  but  only  that  Winwo<id  had  declared  it  to  be  the  King's 
known  and  avowed  intention,  it  can  hardly  be  doubtcHl  that  Kolegh 
understood  the  condition  well  enough ;'  nor  is  there  any  reason  to 
think  that  he  would  have  shrunk  from  accepting  it.  We  have  seen 
what  security  he  was  himself  ready  to  oiler  for  the  ])erformanoe  of 
his  eiigngoments,  in  case  he  were  allowed  to  go  in  |)erson.  If  ho  did 
but  persuade  a  courso  contrary  to  his  avowed  design,  tho  oflSeers  in 
charge  were  to  *'  cast  him  into  the  sea.*'  If  ho  did  not  bring  them 
to  a  mountain  covered  with  gold  and  silver  ore,  they  might  "  cut  off 
his  liead.""*  It  is  evident  therefore  that  he  was  quite  prepared  to 
run  any  risk  of  tbat  kind  :  any  risk,  I  mean,  which  was  involved  in 
accepting  the  condition  and  making  the  engagement.  It  dooa  not 
follow  that  he  meant  the  penalty  to  be  paid :  and  having  so  many  ways 
of  CHcapiug  beyond  the  King's  reach,  1  dare  say  he  thought  it  very 
unlikely  that  the  day  would  over  come  when  it  could  be  demanded. 
But  it  is  important  to  know  and  to  remember  that  this  was  really 
the  understanding  upon  which  he  undertook  the  enterprine.  Uis 
commission  wan  large  enough.  It  did  not  limit  him  to  one  gold 
mine ;  nor  did  it  require  him  to  bring  back  gold  at  all.  If  ho  did 
really  know  of  such  a  mino  as  he  said  ho  knew  of,  in  a  land  not 
occupied  de  facto  by  Spaniards,  there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent 
him  from  bringing  back  enough  of  the  produoo  to  establish  tho  fact ; 
and  it  would  be  for  the  government  to  decide  whether  a  permanent 

*  Oardinor,  (P.  of  W.  and  Sp.  M.)  toI.  i.  p.  62. 

'  That  ho  undorttood  that  ho  was  forbidden  to  intade  Snaniah  territoiy  wehATo 
his  own  admission  in  his  own  journal.  '*  I  answered  him  [tho  Qorcmor  of 
Lancorota]  that  ...  I  hatl  no  purposo  to  invado  aujr  of  the  Spanish  King's  tar- 
ritorics,  having  reeeiwdfrom  tjU  Kitt^  mg  matter  ejeprut  eommamdmtai  ta  the 
cwUrarg,"    VUeoverg  ^  Omiitea  (Schombiug's  od.)  p.  180. 

*  See  abore,  p.  848,  notes  8  and  8. 
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occupation  should  be  attcniptcd.  But  it  at  the  samo  time  loft  opcu 
to  him  tlic  wholo  field  of  peaceful  enterprise.  Anything;  which  the 
natives  were  willing  to  part  with  he  wna  at  liberty  to  bring  back 
and  take  four-fifths  of  the  value.  There  was  nothing  in  it  to  prevent 
him  from  turning  hib  voyage  to  purposes  of  trade,  discovery, 
colonisation,  or  propagation  of  the  Christian  faith.  The  ono  thing 
which  was  forbidden  was  intrusion  upon  ground  occupied  by  a 
civilized  nation.  The  parts  in  which  he  was  to  operate  were  to  bo 
parts  **  possessed  and  inhabited  by  heathen  and  savage  people  ;*'  a 
limitation  carefully  repeated  in  every  clause.  It  has  been  said  in- 
deed that  this  limitation  was  futile  and  left  everything  open  to  dis- 
pute; for  what  was  ''possession?"  how  far  did  the  rights  of 
**  occupancy  *'  extend  ?  And  it  is  true  that  in  order  to  answer  that 
question  satisfactorily  and  completely  for  all  cases,  it  would  have 
been  necessary  to  obtain  the  o])inion  and  consent  of  all  civilized 
nations.  It  is  true  also  that  a  case  might  easily  have  occurred  in 
the  execution  of  this  very  commission  which  would  have  left  room 
for  a  quarrel  between  England  and  Spain.  If  Balcgh  had  found  a 
valuable  mine  in  some  region  at  a  distance  from  all  Spaniards,  and  if 
the  Spaniards  had  claimed  it  as  their  property  in  virtue  of  some  dis- 
tant settlement  of  theirs  on  the  same  coast,  it  would  have  furnished 
occasion  for  a  fair  diplomatic  dispute,  which  the  two  nations  would 
have  had  to  settle  as  other  disputes  between  nations  are  settled.  In 
such  a  case  the  government  could  have  had  no  quarrel  with  llalegh. 
But  all  eases  are  not  of  this  disputable  kind.  AVhatever  difficulty 
there  may  be  in  deciding  whether  those  which  lie  near  the  limit  are 
within  or  without,  thero  are  some  which  lie  so  far  within  that  they 
leave  no  room  for  dispute  at  all.  A  place,  for  instance,  which  can- 
not be  conveniently  reached  or  safely  occupied  without  taking 
military  possession  of  a  town  built  and  inhabited  by  people  profess- 
ing Christianity, — is  it  or  is  it  not  a  place  '*  possessed  and  inhabited 
by  heathen  and  savage  pi^ople"?  There  could  be  no  difficulty  in 
answering  that  question,  at  any  rate.  If  lialegh  himself  had  been 
asked  before  he  went  out — and  asked  in  a  way  which  obliged  him  to 
give  a  serious  answer— what  he  would  do  if  when  ho  came  to  the 
mine  he  found  a  Spanish  settlement  prepared  to  resist  him,  what 
answer  could  he  have  given?  lie  must  have  said  that  he  would  en- 
deavour to  turn  his  voyage  to  some  other  account ;  to  find  a  mine 
elsewhere,  to  explore  some  other  coast,  or  trade  with  tifb  natives  for 
some  other  commodity.  lie  could  not  have  said  that  he  would  land 
in  spite  of  the  Spaniards ;  for  that  was  the  very  thing  which  the 
terma  of  hit  commission  distinctly  excluded.  And  it  is  possible  that 
•omc  such  queaiioiis  wer€  pat  to  him  before  he  went.    We  learn 
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iucideuially  from  one  of  liaeon's  •poplith^ma  that  siioa  sfWr  be 
bcounc  Lonl  Kcc|)er  (which  would  be  •hortlj  beforo  Ralegh  mleiU 
he  had  a  long  coiivertatioii  with  him  in  Uru}'*ii  Inn  walks.*  We 
arc  not  t4»ld  what  ilio  subjivt  was,  but  it  niuiit  hare  been  intcreti- 
ing,  and  was  probablj  im|H>rtani,  for  it  was  then  that  ho  kept  the 
Earl  of  Exeter  ao  long  waiting  upstaini.  And  it  uuiy  have  been  on 
that  occasion  that  the  pasKage  occurred  which  was  ivlated  to  Sir 
Thomas  Wilson  long  after  by  Kalegli  himself. 

**  Bcforp  be  went,  having  coufcrrnce  with  some  great  Lords  his  friaiik' 
wlio  told  htm  that  they  doubted  he  would  he  prising  if  lie  could  do  H 
handsomely, '  Yea,*  saith  he,  *  if  I  ean  light  right  on  the  l*late  fleet  joii 
will  think  I  were  nuul  if  I  should  refnne  it*  To  whom  they  snsverinf; 
'  why  then  you  will  be  a  pirate,'  'Tush,*  qooth  he,  *  my. Lord,  did  yo« 
ever  hear  of  any  tliat  was  counted  a  pirate  for  taking  millions  'f  Tkrj 
are  poor  myehera  that  are  called  in  question  for  piracy,  that  arc  not  able 
to  Duko  their  peaeo  with  that  they  get.  If  I  can  eateh  tlte  fleet,  I  csn 
give  this  man  ten  thousand  and  that  man  ten  thousand,  and  tiiX)  thonMinl 
to  the  King,  and  yet  keep  enough  for  myself  and  all  my  company.'  "* 

Tills  of  course  must  be  supposod  to  have  been  spoken  in  jesty—a 
playful  diversion  of  an  inconvenient  question.  But  the  ApprclK*n8ion 
that  some  such  alternative  in  case  of  failure  did  enter  into  his  con* 
tcinplation  was  serious,  and  was  not  eonfinetl  to  Bacon.  It  is  plain 
that  Chamberlain  (whose  intimacy  with  Winwood  gives  more  than 
usual  importance  to  his  impression  in  this  matter)  had  no  faith  in 
the  sincerity  of  the  enterprise.  On  the  20tli  of  March,  1G17— the 
day  on  which  Ralegh  sailed  from  Dover  for  Plymouth — after  men- 
tioning some  obstructions  interposed  or  apprehonded,  and  that  Uic 
Prince  waa  no  friend  to  the  expedition,  ho  adda  **  Ood  knows  there 
needs  no  such  great  working  to  overthrow  tho  voyage ;  for  aught  1 
can  underatand,  I  fear  he  doth  but  go  (as  children  are  wont  to  he^ 
their  talcs)  to  seek  his  fortune.'*^ 

The  difBcultics  were  however  overcome,  and  on  the  12th  o(  Juoo 
ho  set  sail  with  \m  squadron  from  Plymouth.  After  a  tedioiui 
voyage  in  which  he  lost  neveral  of  his  principal  ofiiccrs  and  many  of 
his  men  by  sickness,  and  nearly  died  himself,  he  auchorud  in  ibe 
mouth  of  the  Caliana  on  the  1  Ith  of  November.  There  be  rested  for 
a  few  weeks,  and  then  assembling  his  fleet  at  tho  **  Triangle  IsUndf" 
proceeded  to  "  embark  his  men  in  five  ahipe  for  Orenoque ;  to  wit 

*  See  Literuy  and  Frofctuoiul  Works,  vol.  ii.  p^  1G8. 

*  In  the  rough  not«  Uken  down  at  tlio  time,  it  it  doKribed  ss  **  the  ocmfmi' 
tion  be  and  mg  Lord  Chamedlwr  had  sbout  tsking  tlw  Plate  flsot.** 

*  8.  P.  Don.  JsoMi  I.  ToL  zcix.  no.  77* 

*  8.  P.  Toi.  XO.  MK  146. 
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400  soldiers  and  sailors  '* — with  victuals  '*  for  a  month  and  somewhat 
more."'  Of  his  preparations  and  instructions  for  this  eApedition 
we  have  his  own  account,  written  after  his  return  to  England,  but 
before  he  knew  on  which  side  lie  would  be  called  on  to  defend  him- 
self: a  circumstance  which  does  not  diminish  its  value.  From  these 
we  learn  the  nature  of  the  enterjmse  as  he  understood  it  when  he 
reached  the  scene  of  action.  It  was  easy  when  in  England  to  say 
that  there  were  no  Spaniards  anywhere  near  the  mine ;  but  before 
he  ventured  on  a  lauding  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain  the  fact. 
Accordingly,  his  first  inquiry  seems  to  have  been  as  to  the  forces  of 
the  Spaniards  on  the  Orinoco.  The  answer  he  received  was  that  a 
great  number  of  soldiers  had  been  sent  thither  ^  and  the  firHt  in- 
struction he  gave  to  the  companies  who  were  to  go,  was  "  to  stay  a 
day  or  two  in  the  Shurinamo  to  get  pilots  '*'  &c.,  and  *'  by  the  Indians 
of  that  place  to  undemtaud  the  state  of  the  Spaniards  in  Orionoquc, 
and  whether  they  hod  replanted  or  strengthened  themselves  upon 
the  entrance  or  elsewhere.'*^ 

It  is  clear  therefore  upon  his  own  showing  that,  if  not  at-  the  mine, 
at  least  on  the  way  to  it,  he  apprehended  encounters  with  Spaniards. 
But  this  might  be  only  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  or  on  the  coast. 
His  care  might  be  only  to  pass  these  by,  on  his  way  to  a  region 
where  there  were  none  but  savages.  And  the  plan  which  wa8/r«< 
proposed  seems  to  be  in  accordance  with  this  view  of  the  case.  For  the 
expedition  consisting  of  six  companies  in  five  ships,  Eeymis,  who 
was  to  bo  commander,  proposed  to  go  forward  himself  in  a  shallop 
with  only  one  oflicer  and  six  musketeers,  and  pass  at  once  to  tlie  mine, 
leaving  tho  redt  below.  But  this,  though  the  first,  was  not  ihd^nal 
resolution.  Whether  it  was  given  out  at  first  only  for  appearance, 
or  whether  it  was  a  design  really  intended  by  Key  mis,  which  he 
would  have  been  rash  enough  to  execute,  Balegh  took  good  care  to 
countermand  it  before  it  was  too  late.  After  the  enterprise  had 
been  resolved  upon  and  the  instructions  given,  he,  "  better  bethink* 
ing  himself  and  misliking  Keymis's  determination,  gave  him  this 
order  following." 

'^Whereas  you  were  resolved,  etc.,  I  do  not  allow  of  that  course,  be- 
cause  yoo  cannot  land  so  secretly  but  that  some  of  the  Indians  from  the 
river's  side  may  discover  yoo,  who  giving  knowledge  of  your  passage  io 
ike  SjpoMiards,  you  may  be  cut  ofi*  before  you  recover  your  boats.** 

80  there  were  Spaniards  to  be  expected  in  the  immediate  neigh- 

'  R«lcgh*t  JoumsL  *  Apologj,  p.  8a 

'  Bid0gli*t  JonnisL  *  Apoiofif*  P-  70. 
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boorhood  of  the  niine,  u  well  u  along  the  riTer.    Naj  there  wm 
perhaps  a  Spauiah  town.    For  he  goea  on— 

**  I  do  therefore  adriae  yoa  to  naficr  the  eapUint  and  companiei  of 
Uio  Engtiih  to  patt  u|>  to  the  westward  of  the  mountains,'  from  wlmce 
jou  have  leM  than  9  nilos  to  the  mine,  and  to  lodge  and  encamp  bctvera 
tht  Spamhk  Ihwit  and  yon,  if  there  he  any  Town  near  it ;  that  being  to 
•eeured,  yon  might  make  trial  what  depth  and  breadth  the  mine  holdi,  tad 
whether  it  anawereth  our  hopes.'* 

And  what  if  the  Bpaniardt  should  interfere  with  tho  operation? 

*'  If  you  Gnd  it  royal,  mint  that  the  Spaithrd  bedims  to  trmr  mpom  yvs, 
then  let  the  StTJeant  Major  rrpel  tliem  if  it  be  in  his  power,  and  drive 
them  as  far  of^  a.H  he  can.  Dut  if  you  Gud  not  the  mine  to  be  so  rich  si 
may  penuade  the  holding  of  it,  an«l  to  draw  on  a  second  supply,  then 
•hall  you  bring  but  a  basket  or  two,*'  etc. 

These  extracts  are  from  Kalcgh's  own  instrootions  to  Keymis 
before  the  voyage  up  tho  river  had  begun,  as  reported  by  himself 
Can  anybody  maintain  in  tho  face  of  them  that  he  thought  he  was 
•ending  his  men  to  a  pUice  **  possessed  and  inhabited  by  heathen  and 
aarago  people  '*  where  there  was  no  danger  of  hurting  a  Spaniard  ? 
If  it  be  said  that  he  did  not  think  so  note,  because  ho  had  obtained 
fresh  information  since  he  arrived,  but  he  did  think  so  when  he 
left  England,  and  it  was  now  too  late  to  alter  his  course ;  for  if  the 
mine  he  had  come  for  proved  to  be  in  a  country  poeaesaed  and  in- 
habited by  Spuiards,  what  was  he  to  do  ?  Tho  answer  may  be  given 
in  his  own  worda. 

'*  On  the  other  side,  if  you  find  that  any  great  number  of  soldien  be 
sent  into  Orii*no<|ue,  a$  the  CuMsique  if  Cttfliami  laid  us  that  tktrt  wrrr,  sad 
that  the  pai^sagcfl  be  fenced,  so  that  without  the  manifest  |)eril  of  my  mh, 
youmcir,  and  the  other  captains,  you  cannot  )iass  towards  the  mine,  then 
be  veil  adeieed  kow  yon  land;  for  I  know  (a  few  gentlemen  eiceptcd) 

I  So  in  my  copy.  (Abri<1gmont  c»f  Sir  Wnltcr  Ralciy^h**  Ilintory  of  the 
World.  Alio  some  genuine  rpmninn  of  that  learned  knight  ^puUitlieil  by  Pliiltp 
Balcigh  £«q.  tho  only  gmndaon  to  8tr  Wdfor.  3d  oditioii  1702.)  Other  eopin 
mid  "  to  the  westward  of  the  mountnin  of  Aio.'* 

From  thit  and  tome  oUior  pamagoi  Mr.  Qardiner  justly  infen  that  RJegh 
aupposed  the  town  to  be  higher  up  the  etivam  tlian  the  mine.  How  he  arriTet  at 
threonWusion  tliat  hesiippoMNi  it  to  bo  atfttr  vp  w  the  mouth  of  the  Coroiii  I  do 
not  know.  The  question  u  not  howcrer  of  importanee ;  for  whererer  he  beliered 
tlie  town  to  be  it  u  clear  thai  he  bfliered  the  mine  to  be  not  (ar  off.  80  that  em 
if  he  did  not  know  of  the  change  of  rite,  it  makes  no  difliTence.  But  the  fart  seenM 
to  be  that  ho  supposed  the  mine  to  be  many  kagues  below  the  mouth  of  the  Geroai, 
and  supposed  also  tluit  a  town  had  been  set  up  within  3  or  4  milefl  of  it  1  only  be 
■apposed  the  town  to  be  aboTe,^not  below,  as  it  turned  ont. 
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what  a  tdun  of  men  yon  have,  and  I  would  not  for  all  the  world  receive 
m  blow  from  the  Spanianla  to  the  dishonour  of  our  nation." 

If  he  found,  contrary  to  his  expectation,  that  the  approaches  to 
the  mine  were  so  possessed  and  inhabited  by  Spaniards  that  it  could 
not  be  reached  without  manifest  peril  of  a  collisioOy  then  it  behoved 
him  to  be  icary  how  he  allowed  ii  to  he  attempted.  That  which 
might  be  done  rather  than  receive  a  blow  from  the  Spaniards  to  the 
dishonour  of  England,  might  be  done  rather  than  inflict  a  blow  on 
the  Spaniards  to  the  dishonour  of  England. 

To  me  it  seems  that  these  instructions  in  thcmsoWes  make  tlie 
case  CM  again9t  Ralegh  complete,  without  even  inquiring  what  the 
result  of  the  enterprise  was.  Tliey  constitute  in  themselves  a  trans- 
gression of  his  comminsion  and  a  violation  of  his  pledge  in  its  main 
feature.  His  commission  limited  him  to  places  possessed  and  in- 
habited by  heathen  and  savage  people ;  he  sent  his  men  to  a  place 
which  he  knew  to  be  possessed  and  inhabited  by  Spaniards,  llo 
pledged  himself  not  to  hurt  any  subject  of  the  Kin«v  of  Spain ;  ho 
M?nt  his  men  up  the  river  with  instructions  to  fight  n.ny  Spanish 
forre  which  they  could  be  sure  of  defeating. 

That  he  should  have  been  in  such  a  hurry  to  produce  this  evidence 
against  himself — for  the  '  Apology '  which  contains  it  was  written 
(and  I  believe  pressed  upon  the  King*s  notice)  during  his  journey 
to  London,  before  any  charge  had  been  made  against  him  and  when 
all  he  knew  was  that  he  was  to  be  called  in  question — can  only  be 
<«xplained,  I  think,  by  supposing  that  ho  mistook  the  nature  of  the 
charge  which  he  had  to  answer.  lie  seems  to  have  thought  that  the 
ofience  of  which  he  was  to  be  accused  was  only  his  failure  to  find 
the  mine  and  bring  back  gold  ;  and  the  object  of  the  Ai)ology  was 
to  show  that,  though  he  had  failed  in  this,  he  had  done  his  best  to 
succeed;  that  the  mine  was  there,  and  many  other  mines,  well 
known,  easy  to  find,  and  unworked ;  that  the  failure  was  entirely 
due  to  Keymis,  who  was  dead  ;  that  as  the  whole  country,  in  virtue 
of  a  cession  from  the  Guianinns  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  belonged  to 
the  King  of  England,  any  Spaniards  who  might  bo  there  were 
usurpers,  whoso  towns  it  was  no  breach  of  the  i)eace  to  take  and 
bum ;  that "  if  we  had  had  any  peace  with  the  Spaniards  in  those 
parts  of  the  world  "  they  had  themselves  broken  it  long  before ;  and 
tliat  if  in  this  case  there  were  any  complaint  of  aggression,  it  should 
come,  not  from  them,  but  from  him, — ^  who  landing  his  men  in  ter- 
ritoij  appertaining  to  the  King  of  England,  they  were  invaded  and 
slain  before  any  violence  was  offered  to  any  of  the  Spaniards." 

Now  that  the  offer  of  an  Indian  King  to  resign  his  country  to  the 
Queen  of  England,  on  condition  of  being  protected  against  the 
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iSpftoiards,*— an  oflTer  made  to  Raleigh  20  yean  before,  but  nerer  ae- 
oepted  or  followed  up  eicqtt  by  occasional  inoMngca  from  l«itii»elf  to 
keep  thorn  iu  hopes  of  being  rcliercd  **' — that  the  tradition  of  auch 
ail  ofl'er  would  have  justified  her  succcMora  in  treating  all  Spaoiah 
•etUvri  ai  eocmics  who  might  at  pleasuns  be  buniod  out  of  liouaoand 
home  without  proclamatiou,  notice,  or  parley, — and  in  authorizing 
any  of  hit  subjccta  to  perform  the  opcrsition  for  him, — I  dare  laj 
lUlegh  really  believed.    Aa  a  quotation  between  the  two  gorcmments, 
he  may  have  thought  that  James  had  a  right  to  consider  himself  u 
in  possession,  and  to  act  accordingly.     But  lio  was  a  statesman  u 
well  as  a  soldier  and  sailor :  and  he  cannot  havo  believed  that  where 
the  sovereignty  of  a  territoiy  has  not  been  publicly  accepted,  as- 
sumed, and  proclaimed,  it  is  lawful  for  a  Mubjeei  to  take  the  matter 
into  Ilia  own  hands,  and  without  authority  from  the  government  to 
invade  at  discretion,  kill  all  opposers,  and  call  it  self-defence.    1 
cannot  think  therefore  that  to  justify  himself  against  tku  cliargo  was 
the  real  object  of  his  Apology.     Its  inadequacy  is  too  glaring.    It 
«as  designed,  I  think,  to  meet  a  supposed  accusation  of  a  diiFcrent 
kind.     He  fanciiMl  that  his  real  oironce,  in  the  King's  eyes,  was  not 
the  burning  of  the  town,  but  the  missing  of  the  mine,     lie  thought 
that  if  he  had  brought  tho  gold  the  King  would  not  have  quarrelled 
with  him  about  the  moans  employed  to  gut  it ;  and  it  was  to  bis 
supposed  cupidity,  not  to  his  souse  of  justice,  that  tho  argument  was 
really  addressed.    The  reaaoning  which  so  entirely  fails  to  justify  hii 
own  transgression,  as  against  the  King,  is  more  to  the  pur|i08e  when 
applied  to  justify  the  King  as  against  8pain  in  seeking  the  same  end 
by  similar  means.     Ralegh  wishisl  to  make  him  understand,  before 
he  committed  himself  to  any  public  action  in  the  matter,  what  trea- 
sures lay  within  his  reach,  how  lawfully  he  might  take  them,  and  (if 
he  would  but  grant  tho  necesfiary  authority)  how  easily.     As  an  en- 
couragement to  him  to  embrace  the  enterprise  on  his  own  account 
instctul  of  punishing  it,  and  to  make  it  a  ground  of  quarrel  with 
Spain  invtead  of  acknowledging  it  aa  an  injury  requiring  nnlrcss,  it 
was  a  skilful  composition.     But  it  was  built  upon  a  mistake ;  a 
mistake  as  to  the  King's  character;  which  Italegh  had  not  had  good 
opportunities  of  studying.     For  my  own  part  I  do  not  believe  tluit 
any  quantity  of  gold  would  havo  reconciled  James  to  the  destruction 
of  that  town  under  those  circumstances.    Ho  had  a  high  respect  for 
a  King's  promise,  and  ho  hod  pledged  his  word  to  a  bri»ther  Kiac 
that  no  such  thing  should  happen.   He  had  a  sense  of  natural  justice, 
and  could  see  (what  does  not  seem  to  have  occurred  to  Rale^)  that 

*  Apdoigr,  p.  89. 
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the  destraction  of  a  town  full  of  people  who  had  indiyiduallj  com- 
mitted DO  oflence  was  against  natural  justice.  He  had  carefully 
considered  the  terms  of  the  commission,  with  a  view  to  provide 
against  the  possibility  of  its  being  abused  in  this  very  way;  and  the 
provisions  had  been  set  at  nought.  These  were  the  acts  which 
required  apology.  Tlie  failure  of  the  search  for  the  mine  was  only 
the  misfortune  of  the  adventurers,  and  of  small  concern  to  the  King, 
who  had  built  no  extravagant  hopes  upon  it.  For  these  acts  how- 
ever Ralegh  unfortunately  had  no  valid  apology  to  offer.  Had  he 
been  able  to  say  that  the  search  had  failed  because,  6nding  when  he 
arrived  at  the  place  that  there  was  a  Spanish  settlement  in  the 
neighbourhood,  he  could  not  pursue  it  without  transgressing  his 
commission  and  breaking  his  pledge,  he  would  perhaps  have  for- 
feited his  popularity,  but  he  would  ccrttiinly  have  kept  his  head.  No 
fault  would  have  been  found  with  him  by  the  King.  Spain  would 
have  bad  nothing  to  complain  of.  But  this  he  could  not  do.  Beforo 
his  men  reached  the  supposed  place  of  the  mine  they  came  upon  a 
Spanish  town  or  village.  The  soldiers  lauded ;  found  themselves  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  an  armed  force ;  attacked  or  were  attacked 
(for  accounts  differ  as  to  the  first  blow*)  ;  drove  the  Spaniards  back 
upon  the  town ;  which  was  so  close  by,  that  "  they  were  ready  to 
enter  it  ere  they  knew  where  they  were;"'  slew  the  captains;  and 
being  shot  at  from  the  houses,  set  fire  to  the  next  buildings  and  so 
drove  the  defenders  out.  The  town  being  thus  occupied,  a  search, 
real  or  pretended  (for  here  also  accounts  difler),  wos  made  for  the 
mine;  which  Key  mis,  the  only  man  who  knew  anything  about  it, 
declared  to  be  within  8  miles :  but  the  Spaniards  were  in  the  woods, 
and  so  far  in  de  facto  possession  of  the  country  that  it  was  fatal  to 
advance.  And  so  after  a  few  weeks  of  fruitless  work  they  gave  it 
up;  carried  away  whatever  they  could  find  in  the  town  worth  taking; 
set  fire  to  the  buildings  which  they  had  not  burned  down  before ; 
and  retunied  as  fast  as  they  could  to  the  fleet ;  which  after  some 
abortive  projects  for  redeeming  their  fortune  in  some  other  action, 
came  back  to  Bnglaud  without  doing  anything  more. 

It  was  on  the  I3th  of  May  1G18  that  the  King  heard  from  Cap- 
tain North  what  had  hap|)ened.  How  the  story  was  told  to  him  wo 
do  not  exactly  know  ;  but  as  Captain  North  had  been  with  the  river 
party  all  the  way,  the  essential  facts — the  landing  close  to  a  Spanish 
settlement,  the  fight,  the  occupation,  pillage,  and  burning  of  a 
Spanish  town;  and  the  cause  of  their  retreat,  namely  that  they 
eould  not  dislodge  the  Spaniards  from  the  woods,^-cannot  have 

'  None  of  the  aooountt  mention  any  Attempt  At  a  perley. 
*  lUlegirt  Apology. 
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been  dinpitM^-  Tbe  solemn  AMiinnce*  which  tho  Kin^  had  pvcn 
that  Spain  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  expedition  had  been  »haine- 
fulljT  falnilied.  There  could  be  no  doubt  of  tlutt.  Ry  whom  it  wis 
done,  and  on  what  prcCenoe,  was  jet  doubtful.  But  tbe  word  of 
Roghind  had  been  broken ;  and  there  is  no  need  to  bring  Gondomar 
on  the  scene  with  his  '  Piratas,  Piratas«  Piratas,'  to  aceount  for  what 
followed.  If  a  commission  under  the  King's  prify  seal  meant  any- 
thing, it  meant  that  the  powers  which  it  conferred  were  to  be  used 
within  tlie  limits  which  it  prescribed.  A  commission  had  been 
given  to  certain  {lersons,  authorizing  them  to  search  for  commodities 
and  merchandises  in  anj  part  of  America  not  inhabited  by  subject i 
of  any  Christian  power.  The  search  had  been  comnicnced  in  a  part 
of  America  known  to  be  inhabited  by  subjects  of  8|)ain ;  snd  the 
first  act  was  the  burning  and  pillage  of  the  nearest  town.  The 
stoutest  historical  and  literary  anti-papist,  as  long  as  he  can  keep 
this  fact  in  his  mind,  will  hardly  maintain  that  the  case  did  not 
demand  intttttitfation ;  and  if  so  much  be  admitted,  it  will  be  im- 
possible U%  object  to  the  moaffurr  which  was  fimt  taken.  On  the  lltli 
of  June, — not  so  s«>on  as  to  imply  any  very  precipitate  action,  but 
as  so<m  probably  as  Italogirs  nhip  was  reported  safe  in  Plymouth 
harbour, — a  proclanmtiou  came  forth,  ^  declaring  his  M.ijesty's  plos- 
sure  concerning  Sir  Walter  llalegh  and  those  who  adventured  wllli 
him.'*  It  began  with  a  recitation  of  the  conditions  of  the  enter- 
prise ;  then  perhaps  not  generally  known ;  now,  I  think,  seldom 
remembered. 

**  Wlieress  we  gsrc  licence  to  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  Cn*,  and  others  our 
subjects  with  him  to  undertake  a  voyage  to  the  country  of  Guiana,  where 
they  pretended  great  hopeit  and  probabilities  to  make  discovcty  of  certain 
gold  mines,  for  tlic  lawful  enriching  themselves  and  these  our  kingdoms ; 
wherein  we  did  by  express  limitation  and  caution  restrain  and  f<M>bid  them 
and  every  of  them  from  attempting  any  act  of  hostility  wrong  or  violence 
whatsoever  upon  any  of  the  territories,  states  or  subjects  of  sny  tbrtifia 
princes  with  whom  wo  are  in  amity,  and  more  peculiarly  of  those  of  oar 
dear  brother  the  King  of  Spain,  in  respect  of  his  dominions  ond  intercsti 
in  the  continent : 

*'  All  which  notwithstanding,  we  are  since  informed  by  a  common  fsme 
that  they  or  some  of  them  have  by  an  hostile  invasion  of  the  town  of  St 
Thome,  being  under  the  obedience  of  our  naid  dear  brother  the  King  of 
S|)ain,  and  by  killing  of  divers  of  the  inhabitants  thereof  his  subjects,  and 
af\er  by  sacking  snd  burning  of  the  said  town,  as  much  ss  in  them  for 
their  own  part  Uy,  maliciously  broken  and  infringed  the  peace  and  amitj 
which  bath  lieen  lO  happily  estsbllshed  and  so  long  inviolably  eontinued 
between  us  and  the  subjecU  of  both  our  crowns ; 

'*  We  have  therefore  held  it  fit,  as  appertaining  nearly  to  oar  rojsl 

VOL.  VI.  2  a 
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justice  and  lionour,  oilsoons  to  mako  a  public  dcHslaration  of  our  own  utter 
miiilike  and  detestation  of  tlic  said  insolencics  and  exccwes  (if  any  such 
hare  been  by  any  of  our  subjects  eommitted)  and  for  the  better  detection 
and  clearing  of  the  very  truth  of  the  said  common  fame,  we  do  hereby 
straitly  charge  and  require  all  our  subjects  whatsoever  that  have  any 
particular  understanding  and  n(»tice  thereof,  Ujwn  their  duty  and  alle- 
gianee  which  they  owe  us,  immediately  after  publication  of  this  our  plea- 
sure to  repair  unto  some  of  our  JVivy  Council  and  to  discover  and  make 
known  unto  them  their  whole  knowledge  and  understanding;  concerning 
the  same,  undor  pain  of  our  high  displeasure  and  indignation,  that  we  may 
thereu]H>n  proceed  hi  our  princely  justice  to  the  exemplary  punishment 
and  coercion  of  all  such  as  shall  l>e  convicted  of  so  scandalous  and  enor- 
mous outrages.'*' 

A  manuscript  copy  of  this  Proclamation  in  the  Record  Office  it 
dated  0th  of  June.  But  the  date  given  by  Rymer,  which  I  suppose 
to  be  that  of  publication,  is  the  II th ;  a  date  coinciding  so  nearly 
with  the  news  of  lia]ogh*8  arrival  in  England,  as  to  suggest  a  con- 
nexion between  the  two.  The  exact  day  indeed  when  the  Destiny 
anchored  in  Plymouth  harbour  docs  not  seem  to  be  known.'  But 
we  know  that  she  had  been  arrested  by  order  of  the  Vicc-Admiral  of 
Devon  before  he  received  orders  from  the  Lord  High  Admiral  to 
apprehend  Balegh  himself;  which  was  on  the  12th  of  June;^  and  I 
Bupi)ose  it  had  been  thought  prudent  to  keep  the  proclamation  back 
till  his  arrival,  lest  it  should  supply  him  with  an  additional  motive 
for  seeking  a  foreign  port.  What  eflect  it  had  upon  him  when  ho 
first  heard  of  it,  we  are  not  informed.  Our  information,  such  as  it 
is,  comes  from  Captain  King,  as  quoted  by  Oldys.^    But  if  Captain 

■  Bymcr.  xvii.  93. 

*  Mr.  Edwnnls  innkr^  it  the  21  At  of  Juno.  But  if  lie  iiifonn*d  it  from  Conta- 
rini**  letter  of  that  date  (n»  I  suspect  he  did )  he  forgot  to  tmnnhite  new  f>tjle  into 
o1d~2l  into  11. 

*  "  ilv  II  loiter  benrinp  date  the  12lh  of  June  fwm  the  Ri-:]if  IIon'»'*'  the  liord 
Ilif^li  Admiml  of  Knchind  I  had  t)ie  firnt  eommniidinent  iziven  ine  for  the  npprc- 
lienmon  of  Sir  Walter  Knh^fih,  Kn* :  whoj»e  phip  formrrh/  had  ft*'eu  hy  Tliotnna 
Hnnling,  a  pnltlie  notary  and  my.  deputy  nt  riyiuouth,  /#//  my  commnmf  arrr»M,** 
S/Hclriif*»  Apototjif,  Tliat  hi*  arriral  was  fnnih  newa  on  the  lltli  we  hare  the  eri- 
denvo  both  of  Coiitarini  and  SnWcUi. 

*  *' Captain  Samuel  Kinc*s  nnrratirc  of  Sir  W.  Ra1eg1i*8  motirea  and  opiwrtu- 
nitioa  for  eonreying  himself  out  of  tho  kin$rdom.  With  the  manner  in  wlueh  lie 
was  betrayed.  MS.  2  A\K-cXn  fol.  1618."  This  is  tho  title  of  the  paper  as  given 
by  Oldyt  (p.  B13).  What  the  eontcmts  wcr«»  it  is  impoMiblo  to  infer  from  his 
manner  of  citini;  them :  for  thou^^li  in  a  few  places  whoro  he  uses  inrerted  eommas 
I  presume  that  he  quote;*  the  wonli»,  in  the  greater  part  ho  only  give«  tho  sub- 
stanee;  and  the  style  in  which  he  translates  the  substance  of  another  man*s 
wonls  into  his  own  does  not  usually  convey  a  good  idea  of  tho  original.  Mr. 
Edwards  refers  to  the  narratire  in  his  margin  (p.  654)  as  if  it  were  in  the  British 
Museum,  but  without  myiric  where ;  and  I  suspect  by  accident.  For  he  does 
not  nn|iear  to  know  more  about  it  than  may  be  learned  from  Oldjs ;  and  I  find  on 
CDquiry  .-.*  the  Museum  that  nothing  is  known  there  of  any  such  |>aper. 
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Kin{v*i  story  anil  Sir  I/ewit  Siucloy**  dates  are  botli  comni,'  bo  fan 
liarc  lost  no  time  in  KniTin^  Plymouth .     For  Stucley,  gi>iiig  it  sceroii 
in  haiito,*  for  ho  had  at  Bri^t  only  a  vorUal  coinniisnion— sotting  oat 
the  day  after  the  date  of  the  ProcUmation,  and  trmrolling  prohsbk 
about  aa  faj»t--mct  him  (according  to  Captain  King)  at  Ashburton: 
twcire  miles  to  tlio  north-enst  of  Plymouth  :  on  hia  way — whithiT? 
Perhapt  to  London,  to  report  himself.     That  no  tloubt  would  hav^' 
been  the  ri^ht  thing  for  him  to  do.     Perhaps  to  aome  other  port. 
Who  can  say  ?    Tho  question  does  not  seem  to  Imve  been  asked. 
Stucley  told  him  whst  his  orders  were ;  but  thoup^h  he  had  corao  in 
haste  he  ap{ieared  to  bo  in  no  hurry :  and  luivinj;;  to  look  after  thr 
Destiny  and  her  contents  (for  an  account  of  which  to  the  Crown 
he  was,  T  suppose,  by  his  offico  n^8{K>nsible)   ho  began  by  taking 
llalegh  back  with  him  to   Plymouth.     Jialogli,  wo  must  BUp|Misr, 
•ei*med  quite  willing  to  attend  him ;  for  rory  little  constraint  wax 
put  u|>on  him  f«)r  m'rond  d;iys.^     Hut  the  arn^st  waa  a  warning  tliat 
ho  would  be  cnlled  u|)on  to  answer  for  his  part  in  the  conduct  of  the 
enterprise  ;  and  whatever  may  have  been  his  intention  in  going  to 
Ashburton,  there  in  no  doubt  that  from  the  time  when  ho  returned 
to  Plymouth  lie  meant  to  eseain)  out  of  £iigland  if  ho  could.    I 
n(*ed  not  drserilto  here  tho  measun*s  which  ho  took   for  thin  pur- 
pose, which  wu  shall  find  a  little  further  on  relatcfl  in  detail.    It 
will    bo  enough   for  tho   present   to  nay  that    ho   had    remained 
for  aboTo  a  month  at   Plymouth   in  Stucley 's  custotly,  who  was 
busy  about  other  things ;  when  at  last,  upon  a  peremptory  nicsaagc 
from  the  Council,  dated  25  July,  requiring   that  he  ahould  be 
brought  without  further  delay,  he  began  hia  journey  to  London: 
—  that  he  arrived  at  Salisbury  on  the  27th : — that  wliilo  there  he  con- 
trived to  make  himself  look  fo  ill,  that  Sir  John  Bigby  (who  waa 
with  the  Court,  which  arrived  nt  Salisbury  in  "  progress  "  on  the  lat 
of  August)  obtained  leave  for  him  to  go  to  his  own  house  for  a  few 
days  on  his  arrival  in   Ixmdon : — thnt  ho  used  the  opportunity  for 
another  attempt  to  escape  ;  but  being  det^'cted,  outwitted,  and  inter- 
cepted by  Stucley  (whoso  connivance  and  help  ho  had  endeavoured 

"  If  Mr.  EdwArcbi  hat  Captain  Kine**  authority  for  anting  Raleyrli*«  dcpartviv 
from  Plymouth  towsnls  A^liburton  (before  Stuclcy'ii  amrsl)  in  the  aecond  week 
in  Js/y,  the  two  ean  liardlj  be  rcoonciled.  But  I  tlunk  somebody  mual  hare 
mipUikon  June  for  July. 

2  «•  For  it  teems  that  hia  luwte  was  fo  great,  and  his  heart  so  set  u|ion  some 
supposed  purchase,  tlmt  lie  could  not  stay  for  a  warrant."  Captain  Kuig^a  sar- 
nitire,  as  quoted  by  Ohlys.    Baleffh*s  works,  vol.  i.  p.  619. 

*  '<  For  nine  or  ten  dnrs  Sir  Walter  remained  si  the  house  of  Sir  diri^iiphcr 
Harris  at  Plymooth.  Tnfo  or  ihrte  </  ikem  pasted  wiikotit  hia  erer  aHiimg  tftt 
mpoH  his  etiMiodiam.**  Edwards,  vol.  L  p.  654|  who,  however,  olgceU  to  thdr 
being  described  as  days  "  before  lie  waa  under  guard  ;'*  as  we  shall  eee  pwssatly. 

2  A  2 
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to  secure  by  a  bribe),  wan  on  tlio  9tli  of  August  lodged  in  the  Tower: 
and  tbnt  it  was  during  tins  journey  from  Plymouth  that  ho  wrote 
his '  Apology.' 

The  Councillors  appointed  to  examine  and  ro\x>Tt  upon  the  case 
were  Abbot,  Bacon,  WorccHtor,  Cirsar,  Naunton,  and  Coke.  Bai-on 
camo  up  from  Gorhanibury  on  the  17th  of  August;  on  which  day 
the  first  of  many  meetings*  wan  held.'  But  the  hintory  of  their  pro- 
ceedings (of  which  our  knowledge  is  at  best  imperfect  and  fragmen- 
tary) has  had  great  darkm^sH  thrown  iipon  it  by  an  unlucky  oversight 
in  a  w<»rk  generally  of  high  authority.  In  the  Camden  Miscellany 
for  1SG(  a  paper  appears  with  thin  heading:  *^  Proceedings  of  the 
Privy  Council  against  Sir  Walter  Raleigh :  Aug,  17,  ICIS.*'  It  is 
a  note  of  Sir  Julius  Ctesar*s,  to  which  attention  wan  first  drawn,  I 
believe,  by  Mr.  Jardino  in  the  Library  of  Kntertaining  Knowledge, 
and  well  worth  publit«hiug.  But  it  belongs  to  a  much  later  date — nine 
weeks  later  at  least.  It  is  true  that  at  the  top  of  one  of  the  columns 
of  tho  manuscript — not  tho^r</  column  however  but  the  last — the 
dato  **  17  Aug.  1618  "  had  been  written ;  and  below  it  the  words 
••  S*  Walter  Balegh  Ku'."  But  the  tranHcribcr  failed  to  observe  that 
both  date  and  words  had  been  afterwards  carefully  crossed  out,  and 
were  evidently  meant  for  another  occasion.  Sir  Julius  had  no  doubt 
prepared  the  sheet  for  the  meeting  of  17  August  (the  business  of 
which  was  tho  examination  of  Halegh,  not  tho  proceedings  against 
him) ;  but  he  had  not  used  it.  Another  day,  finding  this  paper 
blank  (all  but  the  heading)  he  turned  the  unwritten  side  uppermost, 
and  fdled  column  after  column  with  his  notes,  till  he  came  to  what 
was  iioie  the  last;'  where  encountering  the  old  heading,  he  simply 
crossed  it  out  and  wrote  on.  It  is  plainly  no  part  of  the  paper  in 
question,  and  can  only  be  admitted  as  evidence  in  confirmation  of 
what  we  know  otherwise — that  on  the  17th  of  August  the  case  of 
Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  and  probably  Sir  Walter  himself,  was  to  come 
before  the  Commissioners. 

Of  their  further  proceedings  we  have  no  formal  record :  but  all 
the  incidental  notices  which  have  come  down  to  us  seem  to  nhow 

« 

*  See  A  kHtcr  from  Iho  Archbishop  to  Sir  Thomas  Lake— from  Ruytton,  14  Aug. 
1618 :  which  ttatot  that  the  Lords  cannot  meet  till  Monday  next,  [the  14tli  was  a 
Friday]  in  tlie  af^emooo :  flMt  the  Lord  Privy  Scnl  [Worectter],  the  Lord  Carew, 
•nd  Sir  Edward  Coke  were  to  bo  written  to ;  that  Sir  W.  St.  John,  Sir  Lewis 
Stucley,  and  tho  rest  were  to  be  commanded  to  attend  at  Whiteliall  on  Monday 
after  dinner.  "  I  liear,"  he  adds,  **  that  my  L.  Cliancellor  mindcth  to  be  with  us 
at  London  on  Monday.'*    S.  P.  I)om.  vol.  icviii.  no.  S2. 

Camden's  Annalium  Apparatus  seems  to  place  tho  flrst  mct^ting  earlier,  but  I 
do  not  think  the  auUioritV  so  good.  **  12  Aug.  Canceftarims  et  alii  eoitsitiarii 
smairns  eomremmnt  et  tramtmnut  Ounlterum  SateigkumV  *^ 

^  For  a  fuller  description  of  tlie  manner  in  which  the  shtH*t  was  folded,  see 
AurllMr  on,  p.  S65. 
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thai  the/  went  about  tlieir  work  in  the  regular  way.    The  firvt  thing 
was  to  hoar  what  Haloigh  himnclf  had  to  aay.     The  points  on  which 
he  was  to  be  qucntioned  were  set  c»ut  in  articlc^a  drawn  up  either  bj 
the  King  or  under  hin  direction  or  with  his  concurrence,  and  the 
Commissioners  repaired  to  the  Tower  from  time  to  time  to  exainino 
him.     We  learn  by  a  letter  from  one  of  Carleton*s  corre8|K>ndciitt 
tliat  on  tho  4th  of  September  ho  was  examined  far  the  third  time 
*^upon  articles  sent  from  the  King.**'    Each  of  these  examinations 
would  no  doubt  suggest  questions  to  be  put  to  other  witnesses;  and 
aa  there  were  reasons  for  suBjYOcting  him  of  many  underhand  prac- 
tices, wliich  the  King  thought  it  imi>ortant  to  unravel,  iis  bearing 
U|>on  the  loyalty  lK>th  of  sen'aiits  and  allies,  it  is  not  surprising  t1»t 
the  investigation  lasted   long,     besides   tho   formal   exauiinstiuDS 
taken  by  tlie  CoiiimiMiouers,  of  which  a  few  liavo  fortunately  been 
pretfer\ed,'«— though  1  think  only  by  collectom  for  the  sake  of  the 
sigiinturcs;  for  1  do  not  find  that  their  hiiitorical  importance  has 
been  jterceired  by  any  of  those  who  have  seen  them — an  endesrour 
was  made  to  come  at  the  truth  another  way.     A  kee|)er  was  ap 
pointed  to  attend  Rnlogh  in  tlu*  Tower  with  instructions  to  ob^terre 
all  that  he  said  and  did,  and  acquaint  the  Commissioners  with  anj* 
thing  tluit  occurred  worth  reporting.     Sir  Thomas  Wilnon  was  ap- 
pointed to  this  ollice  on  the  10th  f»f  *September'  and  continued  in 
tho  execution  of  it  till  the  I5th  of  October;  when  he  was  released 
u|>on  his  own  repreHcntatioii  (made  ten  days  before)  that  there  wsi 

^  Tory  to  Cnrlrton  6  8o|>t.  1618.    H.  P.  ])om.  rol.  zcix.  no  3. 

*  Sti> et>|Hxriallj  the czaiiiinationa of  Wiltimn  Herbert,  K««|., Captain  Rop^r North, 
i»ii;|  Ciiptniii  John  Chudloich,  taken  on  tlicl7th  of  8(»|>teniber,  ufton  th4*iH)qnrrtion« 
roUowih); ;  which  uliow  unmii«tiikably  what  tlio  |ioint«  were  whieh  tlio  Ooreminent 
thou|!<it  It  of  moat  ini])ortanoc  to  aacertaiu,  after  a  iuonth*a  iurcati^atioo.  1.  W)m>> 
ther  Sir  AV.  Raleigh  did  rcallv  intemi  a  mine,  or  di<t  pretend  it  onl^r  to  abuse  tlie  Slate 
und  draw  follower*.  2.  Whether  Sir  W.  R.  appeared  to  the  ezaminate  to  hare 
former  knowledf^e  that  the  eountrjr  of  Ouiana  whero  the  mino  waa  waa  inhabited 
bjr  the  S|ianinnl)«.  3.  Whet  Iter  the  nMiinlt  on  tht*  town  of  St.  Tliome  wa«  atiT  ways 
dinvte<l  and  arowed  by  Sir  W.  R.  or  wiiether  tlioao  that  werv  fcnC  for  tlio  dii- 
«'Over\'  of  the  mine  did  not  incidciitly  aMiiil  tlu*  aanie.  4.  Wlicther  tiic  exauii- 
nato  Lnowith  thtit  Sir  W.  R.  Iiiid  or  exiieetifl  nn\  eonimiMion  or  aid  from  France, 
an<l  whether  lie  had  not  «me  intention  to  \fiO  into  Fmnce  after  the  diMoirinft  of 
hi«  TOTAfi:i\  and  what  rhoulfl  bi>  hi«  employment  then*. 

'  Hi:*  iu^(^uetion!l  wen*  *'  t(»  keep  hira  mfe  iind  eluae  prisoner  in  the  eonditioa 
aa  he  waa  eommitteil,  not  •utreriti);  any  |ierson  to  have  aeeeaa  to  him  ijr  to  have 
•pceeh  with  him  excvpt  in  your  hearinf;,  nor  any  at  all  but  auch  as  of  neoratity 
miint  Attend  htm  for  his  diet  and  siieh  ordinary  oeeaniona  as  elose  priaonen  usually 
hare,  and  not  otherwide.  And  whatsoercr  you  phall  obnervo  worthy  of  our  adrer* 
tisement  to  aciiuitint  ua  with  it  from  time  to  time  aa  booometh  jou.  8.  P.  Dook 
Tol.  xeis.  no.  7. 

Of  the  secret  history  of  Sir  Thomas  Wilson's  emfiloyment  aa  expounded  by  Hr. 
St.  John  in  his  life  of  Ralegh  (rol.  ii.  p.  207)— a  siiecuktaon  woriliy  of  a  place 
in  tho  Orent  Oyer  of  Poisoning— I  sliall  only  say  that  tlie  book  must  not  bs 
judiied  by  that  speeimen.  Mr.  St.  John  is  at  all  times  prone  to  aaanmo  thai  a 
roan  who  diifers  with  anothur  intends  to  kill  him,  and  wlien  one  wIkwi  lie  bfeun 
dies,  he  roquinM  uo  other  evideuoe,  beyond  the  ltK*t  tlud  tliero  was  a  diir«raice»  to 
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no  chance  of  Icaniing  anytliing  more.  The  preliminary  investigation 
being  therefore  now  complete,  the  question  was  how  to  proceed. 

Many  points  remained  obscure.  But  those  wliich  were  doubtful, 
and  about  which  so  much  time  had  been  Hpent,  were  of  small  con- 
nequence  compared  with  those  about  which  no  doubt  could  be. 
Whether  Kalegh  believed  in  the  existence  of  the  mine  which  was  the 
professed  object  of  the  voyage  i  whether  he  had  negotiated  with  the 
French  for  assistance  or  for  an  asylum ;  who  titer  be  uH>uld  have  left 
the  river  party  to  their  fate,  if  Wis  oflicera  had  consented ;  whether  he 
would  have  betaken  himself  to  piracy,  \f  his  men  had  been  willing ; 
what  devices  he  employed  or  meditated  for  effecting  his  escape ;  and 
what  ho  said  about  the  King, — tliese  are  questions  which  do  not 
much  couceni  the  main  point.  Whatever  he  wouhl  have  done,  he 
did  in  fact  stay  for  the  return  of  the  river  party ;  and  he  did  noi 
commit  or  sanction  any  act  of  pirat*y  except  the  taking  of  the  town 
beside  the  mine.  For  a  nmn  in  hiM  position  to  try  to  escape  cannot 
bo  called  a  crime ;  and  if  he  eoulJ  not  manage  it  without  resorting 
to  false  pretences,  to  visit  him  with  severe  censure  on  that  account 
would  be  to  judge  hint  by  a  higher  standard  of  morals  than  he  ever 
professed  or  his  greatest  admirers  ever  gave  him  credit  for.  If  as 
soon  as  ho  was  safe  from  pursuit  he  had  transferred  himself  to  a 
French  ship,  leaving  his  squadron  to  the  second  in  command  to 
choose  its  course  and  seek  its  fortunes,  few  people  would  havo 
thought  the  worse  of  him.  It  would  have  been  an  act  of  "contempt,** 
and  justiQed  clos^cr  restraint  and  greater  severity  in  case  of  recap- 
ture :  but  no  one  would  have  called  it  a  crime  for  a  man  in  his  case 
to  deceive  and  outwit  the  King  in  a  plot  for  the  recovery  of  his  own 

indicate  and  ronvict  lii^i  iiturdi*n>r.  Aiul  how  »1ij  lio  is  of  cxliibitin,:  the  facts 
upon  which  his  conclimions  rei»t,  niny  bo  wvn  in  his  treatment  of  the  \Vinchii»ter 
trial ;  the  entire  ku*ine9»  of  which  is  despnti^hed  in  about  tliirty  hnes ;  from 
whicli  (except  the  general  hends  of  the  indictment)  nothing;  whntercr  can  bo 
ITithvivd  or  gui'sscd  as  to  the  particnhirs  either  of  tho  charge  or  the  CTidcnec  or 
tlie  answer.  But  wjiere  he  docs  ileseend  to  fncts,  and  rqx)rts  them  u|>on  cTidenoj 
which  he  has  ))erM)n:dly  exnmincti,  he  gencmlly  «loe8  blotter.  In  tiiin  cnik«  he  ap- 
pi*ars  to  have  relieil  u|K>n  *'  a  collection  of  documents  "  placed  at  his  disiKMal  by  a 
distinguished  literar}-  artii*t,  who  had  made  it  for  his  own  pur]>oses.  (See  l*re. 
fiioe  p.  ix.)  If  it  was  a  collection  of  copiea^  it  would  of  course  have  its  own  value 
wliateTer  use  it  was  designed  for,  and  A[r.  St.  John  would  be  answerable  for  his 
inferenecf.  But  irwip  they  copies  ?  Were  they  not  rather  notes  and  sketches — 
passages  of  histonr  **  coUecttHl "  by  the  writer  from  wliat  ho  lud  seen  or  heard  of 
the  documents  P  \Vith  nothing  before  him  but  the  contents  of  the  corres^mndencc 
aa  imlifnted  in  the  Calendar,  a  man  of  bold  imagination  that  way  incliiiod  might 

SiMibly  find  traces  in  it  of  a  secret  pnr|Kwo  to  get  rid  of  Ralegh  by  assassination, 
ut  1  think  uo  strength  of  imagination  could  make  any  man  fancy  such  a  thing 
wlio  liad  read  tlie  correspondence  itself.  Mr.  St.  John  seems  also  to  have  adopted 
tlie  style  aa  well  aa  the  ideas  of  his  distinguished  correspondent.  It  is  not  a  style 
which  two  men  working  independently  oould  fall  into ;  and  though  it  crops  up 
here  and  there  in  other  parts  of  his  book,  it  ttriket  me  at  not  in  his  own  natural 
nianoor,  which  (as  far  aa  Hgle  goes)  it  good. 
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liberty,  no  long  as  the  meant  employed  were  iimoccnt  towanis  otiicn. 
But  where  u  man  may  bo  cicased  tor  bn^okiti^;  a  witulow  to  eMapo 
from  coufincnient,  he  eannot  bo  pardoned  for  committing  a  murder 
or  letting  a  house  on  fire.     And  the  aet  of  which  Ralegh  stood  eon- 
victed  by  his  own  admission,  as  well  as  by  the  uncontradicted  evi* 
dence  of  all  tho  witnesses,  included  tho  committing  of  many  murders 
and  tho  setting  on  fire  of  nuiny  houses ;  besides  a  distinct  breach  of 
his  own  faith  pledged  to  tho  King,  involvinq^  a  breach  of  the  faith  of 
England,  pledged  to  a  nei<;hbour  with  whom  she  was  at  peace.    En- 
glishmen seem  to  find  a  difficulty  in  understanding  tho  true  character 
of  this  act.    Kalcgh  himself  could  seo  no  more  harm  in  burning  a 
town  than  in  carr}'ing  away  a  basketful  of  ore  out  of  an  unopened 
mine.     If  tho  territory  did  not  belong  of  right  to  tho  King  (he 
pleaded)  what  right  had  ho  to  take  tho  gold  y    If  it  did,  what  wrong 
did  he  commit  in  burning  the  town  ?'     Jartline  calls  the  charges 
'Mrivolous  (p.  is7),  vague,  and  nenscless*'  (p.  510) ;  and  in  relating 
the  fact  (p.  \>>\),  though  he  mentions  tho  skirmish,  and  that  tho 
Spaniards  were  driven  from  St.  Thome,  forgets  to  mention  the  burn- 
ing and  pilloge  which  followed, — n*gnrding  it  apparently  as  an  im- 
material circumstance.    Even  I^Ir.  Gardiner,  who  fully  acknowledges 
the  iniquity  of  the  whole  proi^eedin;!,  does  not  appear  to  consider 
the  killin,';  and  burning  as  any  aggravation  ;  for  he  can  sec  no  difier- 
cneo  between  the  gnilt  of  the  King  in  granting  the  Commission  and 
the  guilt  of  those  who  made  that  use  of  it.'     Yet  it  is  quite  certain 
that  tho  King  did  not  either  intend  or  anticipate  any  aggression 
upon  Spauiardii :  aud  a  man  cannot  be  thought  morally  guilty  of  an 
act  which  he  neither  meant  nor  foresaw,  however  he  might  be  legally 
answerable.     It  is  posHible  however  by  a  very  siniplo  device  to  bring 
the  true  character  of  tho  act  home  to  any  Englishman.     Let  him 
only  imagiuo  an  English  settlement  treated  in  the  same  way  upon 
similar  pretences  by  a  Spaniard.     He  will  seo  at  onco  that  it  is  a 
crime  for  which  somebody  should  be  punished,  and  ho  will  probably 
bo  of  opinion  that  the  person  who  should  be  punished  is  tho  person 
by  whoso  authority  it  was  done. 

Now  Kalegh,  though  he  might  |)ossibly  liavo  succeeded  in  trans- 

*  <'  EitlK-r  the  country  is  tho  King*t,  or  it  i«  not  tlio  Kinf^'s :  if  it  bo  our  King'«, 
/  haw  not  then  offewlei.  If  it  bo  not  our  King's  I  must  Imto  iwriflicd  if  I  hftd 
but  taken  gold  oi«t  of  tlw  minct  tlioro,  though  I  had  found  no  S|Nuiiard  in  Uio 
country."    Apology,  p.  90. 

*  If  ho  parOomHt  Ralogli,  .....  Im  must  onnounco  to  tho  world  that  lio  wm 

reganUfM  of  his  plicht^i  word ; If  ho  sent  Rolegh  to  tho  sraflfold,  ho  was 

condemning  hiinsflr  for  tlio  part  wliich  ho  liad  taken,  in  spite  of  iho  warning  of 
Oondomar,  in  promoting  an  enterprise,  of  which  he  now  bitterly  repented.  ^ 
juHtee  demavided  ih*  extcution  </  RtUegk^  it  alto  demand^  hi*  om."  P.  aisriee 
and  tlio  SiMuish  Marriage,  vol.  L  p.  111. 
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ferring  tho  responsibility  to  somebody  else,  was  uudoubtedly  tlie 
person  responsible  in  the  first  instance;  for  the  thing  was  done 
under  his  instructions.  "  The  most  thou  canst  expect,'*  said  the 
King  to  Lord  Carew  interceding  in  \m  behalf,  *'  is  that  I  should  give 
bim  the  hearing : "  **  and  indeed  a  legal  hearing  **  adds  Lorkin  in 
reporting  the  dialogue  **  is  all  that  Sir  Walter's  well-wishers  desire : 
for  thcu  they  make  no  doubt  but  he  will  make  his  case  good  against 
all  accusations  in  this  kind  whatsocTer/"  But  a  legal  hearing  in 
this  case  inrolved  a  great,  and  I  think  an  unexpected,  difficulty. 
That  fialcgh's  life  was  by  law  absolutely  at  the  King's  mercy,  was  a 
fact  clearly  understood  and  well  remembered.  It  was  the  security 
under  which  he  was  held  to  keep  faith  with  the  King ;  and  it  was 
thought  that  it  would  keep  him  true.  But  how  the  forfeiture  was  to 
be  exacted  in  case  lie  failed,  was  a  question  which  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  sufficiently  considered.  Tiiough  by  law  the  sentence  of 
death,  which  had  been  only  respited,  cuuld  be  carried  into  execution 
whenever  the  King  chose,  to  put  him  to  death  for  the  old  offence,  after 
thirteen  years  of  imprisonment  employed  as  he  had  employed  them, 
was  a  thing  not  to  be  thouglit  of.  He  could  only  deserve  death  by 
an  entirely  new  crime.  But  supposing  him  to  commit  a  new  crime, 
and  one  for  which  death  was  the  just  penalty,  how  was  he  to  be  con- 
victed of  it?  Sense  and  natural  justice  would  answer,  by  the  verdict 
of  a  jury  after  a  regular  trial.  But  law  said  no.  The  lawyers,  with 
Sir  Edward  Coke  at  their  head,  all  agreed  that  the  King  might 
legally  behead  him,  but  could  not  legally  put  him  upon  his  trial. 
Tliere  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  King  from  instituting  any  inquiry 
into  tho  case  that  he  desired,  from  taking  the  evidence  of  any  number 
of  witnesses,  or  from  hearing  the  prisoner's  defence  u|)on  every  point, 
and  so  qualifying  himself  to  say  whether  he  was  guilty  or  not  guilty. 
This  had  already  been  done  privately  by  the  Commissioners;  and 
might  be  done  over  again  in  public.  But  he  could  not  have  him 
indicted  in  due  form  of  law,  and  so  obtain  the  verdict  of  a  jury. 

Such  was  the  case  which  was  now  referred  to  the  Commissioners, 
for  advice  how  to  proceed :  and  the  nc.\t  letter  contains  their  answer. 
The  only  copy  of  it  that  I  know  of  is  among  the  Gibson  papers  at 
Lambeth,  from  which  it  was  printed  by  Birch ;  and  being  dated  from 
Tork*house  and  included  among  Bacon's  letters  in  all  subsequent 
editions,  it  has  been  generally  taken  for  his  composition.  But  the 
manuscript,  though  called  a  copy,  is  in  fact  a  draft ;  a  rough  draft 
in  the  handwriting  of  Sir  Edvnird  Coke:  and  as  it  is  impossible  to 
■oppoee  that  Coke  wrote  it  to  Bacon's  dictation,  the  inference  is  that 

to  Puckering,  30  June  1618.    C.  A  T.  vol  iL  p.  78. 
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the  tMk  of  frmmiDg  the  anawer  to  ibe  King  had  been  deputed  to 
him,  M  tho  highMt  tutliority  on  such  a  queation — and  that  the  letter 
(though  repreaeoting,  of  courae,  tlio  rcauli  of  proviona  confcivuMi, 
and  oonconred  in  by  the  rett  of  tho  Conimiaaioiien)  wna  drawn  up 
by  himaelf. 

To  THE    KlNO.^ 

May  it  pleaac  your  moat  excellent  Majcaty, 
Acconling  to  your  commandment  gircu  tinto  ua,  wc  hstvc, 
upon  divcra  meetiuga  and  ooufercncca,  conaidcn^tsd  wliat  form  and 
manner  of  proceeding  against  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  might  best 
ataud  with  your  Majeaty'a  justice  and  honour,  if  you  ahaJI  be 
pleased  that  the  law  ahall  pasa  upon  him. 

And  first,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  being 
attainted  of  liigh-trcason  (which  is  the  liighcat  and  last  work  of 
law),  he  cannot  be  drawn  in  question  judicially  for  any  crime  or 
offence  ainec  committed.  And  therefore  we  humbly  present  two 
forms  of  proceeding  to  your  Majesty :  the  one,  that'  together 
with  tho  warrant  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  if  your  Ma- 
jesty shall  so  plcasci  for  his  execution,  to  publish'  a  narrative  in 
print  of  his  late  Crimea  and  offeucca ;  which  (albeit  your  Majesty 
is  not  bound  to  give  an  account  of  your  actiona  in  these  cases 
to  any  but  only  to  God  alone)  we  humbly  offer  to  your  Majesty's 
consideration,  as  well  in  respect  of  the  great  effluxion  of  time 
since  his  attainder,  and  of  his  employment  by  your  Majesty's 
commission,  as  for  that  his  late  Crimea  and  offeucca  arc  not  yet 
publicly  known. 

The  other  form  (whcrcunto,  if  your  Miyesty  so  please,  we 
rather  incline)  is  that  where  your  Majesty  is  so  renowned  for 
your  justice,  it  may  have  such  a  proceeding  as  is  nearest  to  legal 
proceeding ;  which  is,  that  he  \k  called  before  the  whole  IxMly 
of  your  Coinicil  of  State,  and  your  princiiKil  Jiidgui,  in  your 
Council-Chamber;  and  that  some  of  the  nobility  and  gcutlemcn 
of  quality  be  admitted  to  be  present  to  hear  the  whole  proceed- 
ing, as  in  like  cases  hath  been  used.  And  after  the  assembly  of 
all  these,  ihat  some  of  your  Majesty's  Councillors  of  State  that 
are  hest  acquainted  with  the  caae  ahould  openly  declare,  that  this 

i  GibMii  Pftpers,  toI.  tiU.  f.Sl.   Draft  in  Sir  B.  Ooke*t  hsndirriting.   Dodetod 
**  October  \H,  KSIS.    Co)7  of  n  kttor  to  hit  Ua.  toudiing  Sir  Waltor  lUwI^gh." 
-  So  in  M0.    1  ihauk. 
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form  of  proceeding  against  Sir  Walter  is  holden  for  that  he  is 
civilly  dead.  After  this  your  Majesty's  Counsel  Learned  to 
chaiqge  him  with  his  acts  of  hostility,  depredation,  abuse  as  well  of 
your  Majesty's  commission  as  of  your  subjects  under  his  charge, 
impostures,  attempt  of  escape,  and  other  his  misdemeanors. 

But  for  that  which  concerns  the  French,  wlicrcin  he  was 
rather  passive  tlian  active,  and  without  which  the  charge  is 
complete,  we  humbly  refer  to  your  Majesty's  consideration,  how 
far  that  shall  be  touched. 

After  which  charge  so  given,  the  examinations  read,  and  Sir 
Walter  heard,  and  some  to  be  confronted  against  him,  if  need 
be,  then  he  is  to  be  withdrawn  and  sent  back ;  for  that  no  sen- 
tence isyOr  can  be,  given  against  him.  And  after  he  is  gone,  then 
the  Lords  of  the  Council  and  Judges  to  give  their  advice  to  your 
Majesty,  whether  in  respect  of  these  subsequent  offences,  upon 
the  whole  matter,  your  Majesty  if  you  so  please,  may  not  with 
justice  and  honour  give  warrant  for  his  execution  upon  his  at* 
taiudcr.  And  of  this  whole  proceeding  we  are  of  opinion  that 
a  solemn  act  of  council  should  be  made,  with  a  memorial  of  the 
whole  presence.  But  before  this  be  done,  that  your  Majesty 
may  lie  pleased  to  signify  your  gracious  direction  herein  to  your 
Council  of  State ;  and  that  your  Counsel  Learned,  before  the 
calling  of  Sir  Walter,  should  deliver  the  heads  of  the  matter, 
together  with  the  principal  examinations  touching  the  same, 
wherewith  Sir  Walter  is  to  be  charged,  unto  them,  that  they 
may  be  perfectly  informed  of  the  true  state  of  the  case,  and  give 
their  advice  accordingly.  All  which  nevertheless  we,  in  all 
humbleness,  present  and  submit  to  your  princely  wisdom  and 
judgment,  and  shall  follow  whatsoever  it  shall  please  your  Ma- 
jesty to  direct  us  herein  with  all  dutiful  readiness. 

Your  Majesty's  most  humble, 

and  faithful  servants,  etc. 

York-kouMtf,  this  18th 
of  October,  1618. 


Though  this  letter  is  very  well  known,  its  imporlanco  as  an  evi- 
dence of  the  opinion  of  the  comDiissioners  upon  the  case  has  not  I 
think  been  sufficiently  observed ;  probably  because  of  the  obscurity 
which  has  bitbci-to  hung  over  the  daie»  of  their  proceedings.  But 
it  will  now  be  seen  that  ajler  a  thorough  investigation  of  the 
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charge!  Mid  tho  evidence,  tlicy  were  prepared  to  recommeud  a  fomi 
of  proccediDg  in  all  esaential  re«pccU  public  and  judicial:  the 
audience  to  consist  of  the  rouncil,  the  Judges,  and  some  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry  :  the  charges  to  be  prefemxl,  tlie  evidence  pro- 
duced, and  the  defendant  heard  in  n^ply,  exactly  as  they  would  have 
been  in  an  ordinary  trial :  the  decision  to  be  taken  by  advice  of  the 
Council  and  Judges  publicly  given :  and  a  fonual  record  to  be  made 
of  tho  whole  proceeding.  Thetf  must  Iwve  thought  theteforo  that 
it  was  a  case  which  would  bear  public  criticisui :  and  a  close  tri- 
bunal  cannot  give  better  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  its  judgment  than 
by  desiring  to  submit  it  to  an  open  one. 

Tlie  recommendation  was  adopted  in  part:  but  unfortunately 
with  the  omisMion  of  that  which  was  most  material  in  it — the  pro- 
vision for  publicity.  Why  their  advice  was  not  followeil  altogether, 
has  hitherto  been  matter  of  conjecture ;  but  can  now  be  exphuucd 
on  authority.  Among  the  pai>ers  recently  discovered  by  Mr. 
Fortcscue  there  is  the  draft  of  the  King's  answer  to  this  letter.  It 
it  is  written  in  the  hand  of  Packer,  Buckingham's  secretary,  and  has 
no  signature  or  docket.  But  as  it  agrees  exactly  with  wlwt  fol- 
lowed, we  need  not  doubt  that  it  is  a  true  copy.' 

*'  Ki^ht  trusty  and  well  beloved  Counsellors,  we  greet  you  welL  Wo 
have  peruxcd  your  letter  touohing  the  proceeding  with  Sir  Walter  Kmleif;li, 
in  both  which  couracs  propounded  by  you  we  find  imperfection.  An  iint 
wo  like  not  that  there  should  be  only  a  narration  set  forth  in  print  of  hb 
cnmes,  tof^ether  with  our  wsn  ant  for  his  execution.  And  secondly  for  tho 
other  courKO  of  a  public  calling  him  before  our  Council,  we  think  it  not 
fit,  because  it  would  mako  him  too  popular,  as  was  found  by  experiment 
at  tho  arraignment  at  Winchester,  where  by  his  wit  he  turned  the  hatred 
of  men  into  compaitsion  of  him.  Secondly  it  were  too  great  honour  to 
him  to  have  that  course  to  be  taken  against  one  of  his  state  which  we 
have  observed  never  to  have  been  used  but  towards  persons  of  forest 
quality,  as  namely  tho  Countess  of  Shrewsbury  and  some  such.  Besides 
it  would  make  too  great  a  stir  to  have  such  sending  of  advice  and  direc- 
tions to  and  fro  as  you  mention  in  your  letter.  We  have  therefore  thouf(ht 
of  a  middle  course,  That  ho  be  called  only  before  those  who  have  licen 
tho  examiners  of  him  hitherto,  and  that  the  examinations  he  read,  and 
himself  hcanl,  and  others  confronted  with  him,  who  were  with  him  in 
this  action.  And  that  our  Attorney  and  Solicitor  be  employed  to  inform 
against  him,  [touching  his  acts  of  hostility,  depredation,  abuse  as  well  of 
our  commission  as  of  our  subjects  under  his  charge,  his  imposture,  attempt 
of  escape,  and  other  his  misdemeanours].*  Only  for  the  French  we  hold 
it  not  fit  that  they  be  named  but  only  by  incidcDt,  and  that  very  lightly, 

'  Fortoscae  Papers.    Rouf^li  draft,  i  think  in  Paekcr*s  hand. 
*  Tlio  words  within  brackots  ora  interlined  in  tho  MS. 
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M  thai  he  should  ha^e  r Reaped  in  a  French  bark  [without  drawing  them 
into  the  crime.]'  And  then  after  the  Rentence  for  his  execution  which  hath 
been  thus  long  suspendcn),  a  declaration  be  presently  put  forth  in  print,  a 
warrant  being  sent  down  for  us  to  sign  for  his  execution."' 

It  is  a  letter  ?ery  characteristic  of  the  King,  and  it  was  quite  true 
that  Ralegh's  wit  was  a  formidable  weapon  to  encounter  in  the  court 
of  popular  opinion ;  especially  where  so  many  were  disposed  not  only 
to  excuse  but  to  applaud  the  very  ofieuce  which  was  to  be  laid  to 
his  charge.  But  it  was  a  danger  which  could  only  be  overcome  by 
being  met.  Ou  the  former  occasion  it  was  really  his  own  wit  that 
won  his  triumph ;  for  the  popular  feeling  was  against  him ;  and  if 
the  trial  could  on  any  plausible  pretext  have  been  conducted  with 
closed  doors,  no  voice  would  have  beeu  heard  on  his  behalf.  But  now 
very  little  wit  was  wanted  to  make  his  cause  gracious ;  and  whether 
his  defence  was  conducted  by  himHclf  or  by  others  for  him,  the  closing 
of  the  doors  was  enough  in  itself  to  make  it  triumphant  with  the  people 
outside.  Surely  James  was  never  worse  advised  than  when  he  rejected 
iliat  part  of  the  advice  of  his  commissioners.  A  formal  proceeding 
like  that  which  they  recommended  did  take  place  before  theinselvet. 
The  chai^gcs  were  opened  and  explained  by  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor 
General ;  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses  that  had  been  examined 
were  (I  presume)  read  :  Sir  Walter  was  heard  in  his  own  defence : 
and  some  of  his  fellow- voyagers  were  produced  in  person  to  con- 
front him.  But  there  was  no  audience,  no  judges,  no  declaration  of 
the  reasons  which  made  this  unusual  form  of  proceeding  necessary, 
no  application  to  the  Council  for  advice,  no  public  record  of  the  pro- 
ceeding. So  that  for  explaining  and  justifying  to  the  people  an  act 
which  at  the  best  must  be  unpopular,  it  was  absolutely  of  no  use. 
So  useless  indeed  it  was  that  I  do  not  find  it  so  much  as  alluded 
to  afterwards ;  ond  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  accidental  preservation 
and  discovery  of  Sir  Julius  Caesar's  notes  of  the  day's  work,  we 
should  not  have  known  that  any  such  thing  had  been.  It  informed 
the  commissiouers  of  what .  they  knew  already.  It  may  possibly 
have  brought  to  their  knowledge  some  things  which  had  escaped 
them.  But  it  added  no  graiu  of  weight  to  the  value  of  their  report 
tu  the  eyes  of  the  people,  to  whom  the  true  grounds  of  the  proceed- 
ing-^he  *'  late  crimes  and  offences  "—were  (as  the  commissioners 

'  The  words  within  brackets  are  struck  out  in  MS. 

*  On  the  other  side  of  the  leaf  is  written,  "  Wlicrrin  wo  hold  the  French  Phy. 
saeiaa's  confession  ?eiy  material,  as  also  his  own  and  his  consorts'  confession, 
that  befers  thej  wers  at  the  Ishuids  he  tokl  them  hu  aim  was  at  the  Fleet, 
with  his  ffon's  oration  when  they  came  to  tlie  town,  and  some  touch  of  his  hateful 
s|ieacfaes  of  our  perMm.*' 
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took  care  to  remind  the  Kin|;)  at  jc*!  unknown.     To  uh  vlio  know  a 
great  deal  more  than  the  |icople  tlion  knew,  and  yet  not  iirarij  to 
much  aa  me  could  winh.  Sir  Julius**  noti*«  are  uf  conaidcrahle  valur 
anti  would  be  of  rvrj  f^rrat  value  if  they  wevrv  a  little  fuller  and  did 
not  break  olT  at  the  moat  inten?»tiii|;  |uirt.     Rut  th<*y  giTc  merely  the 
lu*afllii,  nakedly  act  down  for  tlic  awistaneo  of  Ium  own  ni^mofj ;  and 
all  we  can  learn  from  tlH*m  ia  the  onler  t>f  tho  proceeding  and  the 
principal  topic*,  U|)  to  a  certain  iNiint.      Fur  Uiougli  tlic  thing  han 
n«»t  bet*u  uotiet'd  (m>  far  ai  I  know)  by  any  one  ol8«%  it  ia  evident  lo 
me  that  what  wo  have  it  only  the  finit  ahcei,  and  that  tlie  nvt  Ihw 
been  loai.     And  I  think  this  would  have  been  evident  to  anybody,  if 
he  liad  examined  the  manuacript  carefully,  and  obaerved  bow  the 
pa|)er  had  been  fohled,  and  in  what  order  tho  pagca  presented  them- 
selves to  tho  writer.     Take  a  sheet  of  lotter*paiier ;  double  it  cross- 
wise ;  double  that  again  lengthwise ;  and  begin  your  notes  upon  tlic 
column  which  thcu  lies  up|)ermost.     When  that  is  full,  take  the  next 
which  meets  you  aa  you  turn  tlio  leaves  without  cutting  them;  and 
then  the  next ;  and  so  on,  till  on  coming  to  the  seventh  you  find  it 
already  written  on.     If  you  want  more,  o|>cn  the  sheet  into  it* 
original  state — the   folio    of   four   pages— and  you   will   find  twn 
columns  left  blank  in  the  middle.     Wlien  these  an*  lilli*«l,  one  side 
of  the  pa|)er  will  be  full.     It  ap|)cors  to  have   btvn  Sir  Julius's 
onlinary  practice  to  take  his  notes  in  this  way ;  and  when  he  had 
used  up  that  siile  of  his  fir^t  sheet  to  take  a  second.     In  tlio  bound 
volume  tho  order  of  the  columns  (which  are  not  uumbt*rcd)  is  not  at 
first  obvious,  because  each  sheet  is  spread  out  into  a  siugle  leaf. 
But  it  will  be  found  on  examination  that  in  this  case  tlie  last  sentence 
is  at  the  end  of  the  last  column. 

From  what  remains  of  these  notes  we  learn  that  tho  charge  was 
distributed  into  three  general  heads :  "  Faults  committed  before  his 
going  this  last  voyage.  Faults  committed  in  his  voyage.  Faults 
committed  since :" — that  of  these  the  two  first  were  set  forth  by 
tho  Attorncy-Qeneral,  and  the  third  by  the  Solicitor: — and  that 
then  Kalegh  gave  his  answers  upon  sll  tho  points  in  succession. 

Of  the  speeches  of  the  two  lawyers  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  any- 
tlitng  here.  They  represent  the  case  as  understootl  by  tho  crimmis- 
sionern,  and  of  this  we  shall  have,  in  the  ofiici.il  ''Declaration** 
which  was  put  forth  a  few  wet*ks  later,  a  i>erfect  ex|Kisition.  But 
the  note  of  Halcgh*s  answers,  though  very  meagre,  trlls  us  some- 
tliing  which  we  do  not  otherwisi*  know,  and  is  worth  printing  entire : 
the  rather  because  those  who  have  undertaken  to  give  the  efiect  of 
his  reply  have  seen  more  in  it  than  I  can  find.^ 

*  **  To  these  frivoknu  ehsi^soi  Sir  W.  Ralegh  es/ai/jr  answered,  sle.    Hs  sppMt 
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"Sir  Waltier's  answer. 

1.  Tliat  he  vmly  ihinlicth  lliat  hi«  Majesty  <loth  in  his  ronscicnrc  dear 
him  of  all  |;uiltincM  for  liin  ftwi  of  an.  1.  And  thai  he  hath  hcanl  that 
the  King  said  that  ho  woiiM  not  Iw  tried  by  a  Jury  of  MiddleBcx. 
Archdaus*  in  the  2  1k)o1c  of  Maccaht»eji  his  speech— "That  [if]  he  had 
been  amongst  Scythians  he  had  not  been  condemned.'* 

Tliat  Dr.  Turner  told  him  that  Justice  Gawdy  upon  his  death-bed  said 
that  the  justice  of  Kngland  \%as  ncfcr  so  depraved  and  injured  as  in  the 
condemnation  of  Sir  Walter  RalcKb. 

Answer  to  Mr.  Attorn  by*8  4  onivcTioNs. 

1.'  He  intended  a  mine,  carried  refiners  and  tools  to  his  charge  of 
201  Mt/.  with  him,  and  trusted  Captain  Kemish,  in  whom  aUo  they  confided, 
to  find  the  mine,  and  the  force  he  sent  was  not  to  invade  them  of  St. 
Thomas,  but  to  keep  between  them  and  the  mine,  lest  the  Spaniards  should 
interrupt  them  in  their  search  and  work. 

3.'  lie  abandoned  not  his  men,  as  is  reported  by  Sir  John  Feme,  nor 
to  have  gone  away  and  left  them  in  the  Indies. 

2.*  }Ie  denieih  iU 

4.*  ITc  denieth  it. 

UlS    ANSWER   TO    Mh.    SoU.iriTOR's   OIUKCTIONH. 

1,  2.*  lie  sought  not  to  escape  till  his  arrest  by  Sir  Lewis  Stukeley, 
and  aflerwards  he  eonfesscth  to  have  endeavoured  to  escape. 


to  httTc  evinced  in  thc«o  cxainiimtionB  th^  game  ipirit  and  ^hquener  and  the  tame 
remarknhte  moderation  and  temper  wliicli  lie  lind  dinplaycil  in  his  triiil  at  Win- 
rhci«tcr.'*  (Jardinc,  p.  'WH.)  "  Ife  fraM  nerer  at  a  Iom^  and  he  tlircw  the  main 
force  of  his  address  U]H>n  the  weak  iK)ints  in  tho  prosecution.  Ho  indi*fnantty 
repudiated  the  »up|H>sition  that  tho  nuno  had  no  real  existence,"  etc.  Gardiner, 
ii.  p.  142. 

I  Menelans.  Si«c  11.  Maccabecu,  chap.  iv.  v.  47.  But  the  note  seems  to  bo 
otherwise  incorriH-t ;  for  Mcnolnu:)  was  not  nnjiLntly  condemned,  hut  unjustly 
aeqnitted.  **  Of  tbcsc  matters*  therefore  there  was  an  aeen^sation  laid  against 
Mene!au«.  Now  when  the  King  came  to  Tyrus  tlirce  men  that  were  sent  from 
tlio  Senate  pleadt^l  b(>fore  liini :  hut  Menelans,  being  now  eonvicte<l,  promised 
I'tolemee  tlie  son  of  norrmenes  to  give  him  mncli  money  if  lie  would  pacify  tho 
King  toward  him.  Wlicrcu}ion  Ptolcmee  taking  the  King  a^idc  unto  a  certain 
gallery,  as  it  were  to  take  the  air,  brought  him  to  be  of  another  mind  :  insomuch 
that  he di<(charp«>d  Mcnelan!*  from  the  nccusaticnis,  who  notwitlistanriing  was  causo 
of  all  th«  mit>ehief,  and  those  )>oor  men  who,  if  tkejf  had  told  their  cause,  yea^ 
before  the  Si'jfthiam  nhoufd  hare  Iteen  juHj/ed  innocent ^  them  ho  condemned  to  death. 
Thus  tliey  that  followed  the  matter  for  the  city  and  for  the  peoplo  and  for  the  holy 
vessels  did  soon  sufler  unjust  punishment.  .  .  .  And  so  through  the  covctousness 
of  tliein  that  were  of  i>owcr  Menelaus  remained  still  in  authority,  increasing  in 
malice  and  being  a  great  traitor  to  the  citizens.*'  It  is  diflleult  to  guess  from  tho 
form  of  tlie  note  how  Ralegh  applie<l  the  passage.  It  seems  to  bo  a  precedent  of 
a  King  persuaded  by  a  cominted  councillor  to  condemn  an  innocent  man  to  death. 

'  **  Tnat  ho  nerer  intended  a  mine.** 

*  **  He  abandoned  and  put  in  danger  all  his  company.*' 

*  "  He  purposed  to  set  war  between  the  2  Kings  of  (England  and  Spain.** 

*  **  His  unfaithful  carriage  to  the  King  and  his  company." 

*  **!•  His  purpoac  of  flight  before  commandment  laid  upon  him. 

1.  His  endeavouring  to  fly  after  the  arrest  upon  him."  ^ 
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a  *  Fatctar  fartniM  qui  judirium  fupt*  tcI  nnulia  m*  &Ciiiim  H 
ifiMnum.  rum  non  nit.  aU  fu^icndum  jniliiMiiiii.  Sir  WmlU-r  «li«i  rvwlriw  it, 
riruMnj;  himnolf  t herein  by  tin*  example  of  David  Unii^  with  Kia|;  Arh'» 
aiwl  fripiing  himself  mail. 

•I.'  ConfeMeth  that  he«aiil  thai  hin  eonfitlenee  in  the  Kinp  tloertred  faiaii. 
Imt  «lrnieth  that  he  vmhI  any  Mher  ill  ii|«eeeho«  nlmiit  the  Kini;. 

Ami  lieini;  eonfrontetl  with  Oaptainn  St.  I«ei;er  nn«l  Penminctnii  eon- 
fe«Ne«l  that  lie  |impo3HHl  the  takini;  of  I  lie  Me\ieo  fleet  if  the  mine  fiuJed. 

See  the  letter  dated  It  July  lUll  io  the  eoannel  book.*** 

This  brin^  un  to  the  end  of  the  sheet:  but  it  can  banlly  haTC 
been  the  end  of  tho  prooceding.    That  tlioro  is  no  mention  any- 
where of  the  reading  of  examinations,  which  was  certainly  intended  to 
follow  the  charge,  may  perhaps  be  explained  by  suppnuing  that  Sir 
Julius  did  not  want  any  note  of  them,  seeing  that  ho  had  arcoM  to 
tho  oripnala.     l)ut  this  abrupt  transition,  after  the  SoiieiiarM  ob- 
jections hud  been  all  answered,  to  the  production  of  Captains  8t. 
liCger  and    Pennington   upon  a  (loint  touclieil   in  the  AUom^*9 
speech  and  near  the  beginning  of  it,  would  bo  best  accounted  for  by 
aiippo.«ing  that  nfler  they  had  heanl  his  answers  to  all  the  cliarge?, 
they  procf^eiled  to  reply  to  tlieni  attain  by  prmlneing  and  re-examin- 
ing the  nitncw«e««.     Tl»f  Attorney's  »<H^nd  obJ€»clion — that  lialegh 
**  pnriKtfteil  to  wt  war  beiwcM^n  England  and  S|)ain  "-»Kup|M>rted  by 
the  fact  that  when  the  pillage  of  the  town  yielded  little;  Ih*  resolved 
**to  make  hin  voyage  n|>on  the  Mexico  fleet'*— he  had  met  by  a 
general  denial.    When,  in  answer  to  that,  the  two  captains  on  whose 
authority  the  statement  had  been  ina<le  wero  produced  in  iicrson  to 
confirm  it,  he  (according  to  tho  "  Declaration  '*)  "  confessed  tho  wofda, 
but  saith  tliat,  in  timt^  they  were  spoken  after  the  action  of  the  mine 
was  defeated:**  and  so  far  Sir  Julius's  notes  and  the  oflieial  Decbni- 
tion  agree.     But  then  follows  a  material  dilTeronco.     If  the  notes  are 
to  be  taken  as  complete,  that  was  nil  he  had  to  say :  whereas  the 
Dci*lnmtion  makes  him  mid,  that  "  it  was  profioundcd  by  him  to  tlie 
end  to  k(»ep  his  men  together ;  and  if  ho  spako  it  before  it  was  but 
discourpi!  at  large.**     Now  such  a  qualification  of  his  confession  seems 
to  me  too  im\K)rtant  to  have  been  overlooked  or  omitted  even  in  the 
most  cursory  note ;  and  I  have  little  doubt  that  it  would  liave  been 
found  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  sheet,  followed  by  other  evidence 
and  answers  of  the  same  kind  :^  and  lastly  by  the  sentence  (for  it  is 

'  "  ni«  imi>o»tuiv«  to  dcceire  the  Kinij  and  Slate.** 

*  "  Hit  vile  and  ai/ihonoumbk?  •pecclw*,  full  of  contumely  to  tlie  King." 

>  lAn.d,  MSS.  142.  f.  306.  .  .      , 

*  Among  which  I  thoiild  exncct  to  fiml  aoroHhrnK  Bbmit  tlio  mtning  toole,  of 
which  Napier  makct  a  point  of  M>nic  iniporUnoe.  **  It  was  daatinctly  awsttsd,**  ho 


368  LETrBKS  AND  LTFK  OF  FRANCTS  BACON.       [CnAP.  YTI. 

CTidont  that  the  King  moftnt  tlio  proceeding  to  end  with  a  sentence) 
— tliat  18,  by  a  declaration  of  tlio  CommiBsioncra  that  in  their 
opinion  the  former  sentence  might  under  the  circuniHtances  be  justly 
carried  into  execution.*  But  if  nij  speculation  be  correct,  the  con« 
elusion  mutit  remain  a  matter  of  conjecture  until  the  lost  sheet  or 
sheets  of  Sir  JuIIuh's  notes  shall  be  found.  In  the  mean  time  it 
will  be  seen  that,  though  we  have  here  evidence  of  one  important 
admission,  then>  is  little  else  iu  these  notes  which  throws  anv  fresh 
light  on  the  case ;  and  that  as  to  the  character  of  Halegh*s  defence, 
— whether  it  wns  strong  or  weak,  plausible  or  unplausible — they  give 
us  no  means  whatever  of  judging.-  The  proceeding  was  meant  to 
be  privDU*,  and  its  privacy  was  strictly  and  successfully  preserved. 
But  it  took  away  all  its  value. 

Nor  was  the  King  much  more  fortunate  with  the  alternative  pro- 
posal of  the  Commissioners.     Theif  recommended,  if  there  might 

Myt,  by  Ralegh  in  reply  to  Yclvt^rion  tliai  he  incurred  nii  expeuio  of  2000/.  in  pro- 
Tiding  both  **  minora  »n<l  insitnnnentii  of  mining ;  an  arcrnient  whieli,  if  not  sub- 
•tantiiilly  truo  would  aMuredly  hare  hoen  rehuite<l  by  those  of  the  ex|)cdiHon 
with  whom  ho  a|ipcars  to  huTe  l)e(*n  then  ennfrontcd.*'  (Kdin.  Rct.  April,  1840, 
p.  20.)  Now  tho  Declaration  stAtc(«,  with  n>f*ard  to  the  Pionccn>,  that  '*  it  is  testi- 
fied of  all  parts,  and  hjf  himMetf  eoufened^  that  he  curried  none  at  all  ;**  and  as  to 
tnttruments  for  mining,  that  *'  it  it  true  he  earriiMl  stnne  small  quantity  for  anhow, 
but  bjf  tkejndyment  of  all  thai  were  in  hh  compatii/  nothing  near  sulTieicnt  for 
tliat  which  had  b<«en  requisite  for  the  working  of  the  mine :  which  he  excused 
only  by  saying  that  his  men  never  saw  them  un|iacked,  and  that  the  mine  was  not 
past  a  foot  and  a  half  umlcrground.**  No  douht  therefore  he  was  confronted, and 
thereby  driven  u]ion  that  excuse. 

*  TIte  fetter  in  the  Council  Dook, — if  it  waa,  as  Mr.  Qardiner  suspects,  the  pro- 
posal made  to  the  Lords  in  1611  (see  aborc  p.  3K)), — may  hare  been  ap]iealed  to 
on  either  side :  by  Kalegh,  as  proving  that  tiie  use  of  force  against  the  Spaniards 
was  known  to  be  inU^ndcd,  *' if  they  began  the  war;'* — by  the  prosecution,  ad 
showing  that  a  pro)io«al  implying  the  probability  of  a  colUsion  with  Spaniards 
had  been  made  mmd  rtyect^.  It  may  therefore  have  come  in  in  the  course  of 
Ralegh's  answer  to  this  charge,  nnd  the  im^wrtant  qualification  mentioned  in  the 
Declaration  may  have  followed. 

'  Mr.  8t.  John  in  his  Life  of  Ralegh  refers  to  a  letter  from  Julian  Sanchez  de 
nioa,  dated  16  November  161R  (which  would  be  6  November  according  to  En- 
glish reckoning)-'-addrcsscd  to  his  own  government  and  preserved  at  Simancas, 
—in  which  he  seems  to  have  given  from  hearsay  some  partieulan  of  this  proceed- 
inf.  From  this  it  would  appear  that  it  took  place  on  the  22d  of  October. 
Wlietlier  we  may  also  infer  that  Ralegh's  defence  laste<I  four  hours,  or  only  that 
the  ease  occupied  tho  Commissioners  so  long,  I  am  doubtful.  It  may  be  only  Mr. 
8l.  John's  way  of  writing.  But  I  will  give  it  in  his  own  words.  "As  far  back  as 
theSSd  the  die  was  east,  though  the  public  knew  it  not,  for  on  that  day  Raleigh 
having  been  taken  from  the  Tower  to  Whitehall,  waa  told  what  had  been  resolved 
rrspeeting  him.  For  some  ^rliculars  of  what  took  place  in  ikefimr  hown  dmrhg 
whch  Saitjfh  pleaded  for  kh  l\fe^  we  ore  indebted  to  a  foreign  witness,  who  how* 
ever  has  omitted  others  which  we  should  have  been  glad  to  learn.  ...  *  I  have 
been  told,'  says  Ulloa,  *  that  the  Lord  Clumcellor  of  Kngland  censured  him 
greatly  for  Uie  injuries  he  had  done  to  the  vassals  and  territories  of  your  Majesty, 
and  dwelt  on  the  manner  in  which  he  luul  abused  the  permission  to  put  to  sea 
granted  him  by  thia  King,  when  his  professed  objeei  was  to  discover  a  gold  mine, 
which  ho  had  affirmed  he  knew  where  to  find.  In  oondusion,  he  informed  liim 
tliat hs mwt dio."*    ToLa.p.888. 
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not  be  a  regular  trial  befora  a  public  audience,  thai  the  warrant  for 
carrying  the  aentence  into  execution  iihouUl  be  itecompamicd  with  "a 
namtive  in  |>rint  of  hi*  late  crimes  and  ofTencen.**     And  to  thin  the 
King   aecniB  in    hi*  annwcr  to  aatcnt.      But   unfortunatclj    tiic 
csventiAl    |fart   of  the   rei*onimcndation— *tlie   point   of  fimr — wu 
not  attcnd«^  to.     Ralegh  ivccived  notice  to  prepare  for  death  on 
the  23d  of  October.*     About  the  name  time  (1   prcaume,  for  the 
exact  date  i*  not  utated)  the  Judge*  of  tho  King**  1)enoh  vere 
dirrctcMl  to  onlor  the  immediate  pxt*cuti4in  of  tlu*  olil  ncntonci*.' 
On  the  2Sth  hi*  «a*  Uniusltt  to  tho  bar,  and  called  ii|ii*ii  to  uliov 
cauM*  why  oxiTutioii  Hhould  not  b(«  awnnloiL     No  t*auM»lM*iiigitliown 
which  tlio  (\nirt  hold  to  be  nufficiont,  excrutiv»n  was  gnintc«l;  and 
th«*  next  day  ho  wa*  l>roii!;ht  into  old  Palaoo  Yard  to  be  b(*hoaili^i. 
Ry  Mime  unarrountable  mismaiifigeniont,  tho  narrative  which  wn*  to 
contain  tlio  jiifltificatitin  of  hi*  execution  wa*  not  forthf*oniiiig.     AM 
that  watt  publicly  known  wa*  the  l^roclnniatton,  the  general  n**iilt  of 
the  voyage,  and  the  ])ruceoding  of  tho  pn*viou*  day  before  the  King'* 
Bench ;  where  **  the  nrto  crimes  and  olTences  *'  were  not  allowed  to 
be  brought  under  di*cu*8ion,  and  the  only  point  argued  was  the 
validity  of  the  old  attainder.     AVhat  wonder  that  people  thought  lie 
was  puniahed  for  tho  old  ofTenco,  and  w^ro  driven  to  strange  conjec- 
tures to  account  for  it  ?  The  just  and  rational  course  of  open  aocuia- 
tion,  evidence,  and  defence  had  been  declined  for  fear  of  the  effect 
on  a  popular  amlienco  of  llalcgh's  elo<iuenco.     And  yet  he  was  lefi 
to  make  his  last  speech,  under  circumstances  which  would  have 
ensured  an   indulgent   hearing  for  the  most  unpopular  criminal* 
before  an  audience  deeply  prejudiced  in  his  favour,  and  utteriy  in 
the  dark  not  only  as  to  tho  evidence  against  him  but  aa  to  the  veij 
nature  of  the  accmiation ;  and  this  too  when  ho  had  the  whole  stage 
to  himself;  there  being  nobody  to  represeut  tho  other  side;  no  pos- 
sibility of  explanation,  confutation,  or  counteraction ;  and  when  tho 
only  way  to  prevent  him  from  making  himself  as  innocent  as  lie 
pleased  and  working  upon  his  hearers  what  imprcsttion  ho  would, 
was  that  which  would  have  spoken  for  him  more 'eloquently  sttli— 
namely  to  interrupt  and  silence  him. 

Perhaps  it  was  thought  that  after  ho  had  spoken  his  last  words, 
and  it  had  been  seen  what  impression  they  made  upou  tlie  people,  it 
would  be  easier  to  judge  what  kind  of  declaration  «waa  needed  for 
public  sattsfuction.  But  if  so,  the  enormous  advantage  which  be- 
longs to  the  first  impression — when  made  upon  minds  predisposed  to 
receive  it  favourablj  and  unprovided  with  any  counter-impreasion  to 

*  CbmdflB.  *  Jsrdine,  p.  408. 

TOL.  VI.  2  B 
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meet  it  with,  and  then  left  at  leisuro  to  settle  and  fix  itself, — must 
have  been  quite  overlooked.  That  this  state  of  things  should  have 
been  permitted  for  a  siiip;lc  day  is  strange.  That  it  should  have 
been  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed  for  more  than  three  weeks,  is 
to  me  one  of  the  most  unaccountable  facts  in  history.  '  When  the 
Declaration  came  at  last,  it  appeared  that  the  case  was  at  any  rate 
quite  different  from  what  people  had  supposed ;  but  it  addressed 
itself  to  minds  made  up ;  and  though  justly  described  as  "a  declaration 
of  the  demeanour  and  carringe  of  8ir  Walter  Kalcgh  .  .  .  and  of  the 
true  motives  and  iuducemontu  which  occasioned  his  Majesty  to  pro* 
ceed  ill  doing  justice  upon  him  as  hath  been  done,"  it  was  received 
as  a  mere  ollicial  apology,  and  had  the  usual  fate  of  such  composi* 
tions  in  being  gcnern Uy  discrt*dited.  How  fur  it  deserved  this  fate 
is  a  question  upon  which  1  ho|)e  to  throw  scmie  new  light,  when  it 
comes  before  me  in  its  place.  But  for  the  present  Halegh  had  the 
stage  to  himself,  and  he  made  the  most  of  bis  opportunity.  No 
tragic  scene  in  real  life  was  ever  so  finely  acted.  Judged  by  its  efiect 
upon  the  audience,  which  is  the  true  test  of  speech, — and  not  only 
upon  the  audience  then  assembled  in  old  Palace  Yard,  but  (through 
them)  upon  all  succeeding  generationn,  up  to  the  present  day — his 
speech  from  the  scaffold  was  a  triumph  of  eloquence.  '*  Though  he 
apoke  not  much,**  says  Sir  £.  lIarwo<Hi  writing  to  Dudley  Carlcton, 
**  yet  that  he  did  was  with  so  much  assurance,  so  Christ ianly  and  so 
like  truth,  as  all  his  beholders  were  possessed  he  died  innocent,  not 
only  of  the  treason  but  of  late  new  practices,  and  of  ill  speeches  of 
hit  Majesty,  and  of  justly*  injuring  the  King  of  Spain.'*^  And  yet 
when  the  fullest  re|)orts  of  his  speech  are  examined,  it  is  strange  to 
find  how  little  there  is  in  it,  tending  to  alter  the  aspect  of  his  case 
to  any  impartial  eye.  The  charges  from  which  he  laboured  to 
defend  himself  were  in  fact  of  so  little  importance  that  in  the  pre- 
ceding narrative  (from  which  I  wished  to  exclude  everything  dis- 
putable) 1  have  scarcely  thought  it  necessar}'  to  mention  any  one  of 
them.  Those  which  constitute  his  real  ofi'ence,  he  scarcely  touches. 
The  two  imputations  from  which  ho  seems  to  have  been  most 
•niious  to  free  himself  were,  first,  that  of  having  "  some  plot  or 
intelligence  with  the  French  King,'*'  and  secondly,  that  of  having 

>  So  ID  MS.    I  rappoM  it  thould  be  *<  uiyuttly." 

'  S.  P.  Dom.  30  Oct.' 1618.  Sir  E.  Usrwood  report*  the  gonond  imprvtsion. 
lie  WM  not  pieMnt  himnelf. 

*  From  whet  he  ie  ropoHed  to  hare  teid  on  this  point,  Mr.  St.  John  Ihinke 
htmtelf  jttttified  in  rgeciing  the  report  of  the  wliole  ipeoch,  eie  roierepretcnUtion 
of  hit  wordt.  **  Whet  we  poMeM  under  tliat  neme  "  [the  speech  on  the  •cafibidj 
**  it  ie  impoMible  he  ehould  liare  uttered,  unle«ii  we  eteume  the  letter  to  Jemct  or 
the  6th  of  October,  logotlicr  with  hie  exeminetion,  end  tlioae  of  Le  CIrW,  and  all 
hie  eomniuuieitione  with  the  French  enthoritice,  to  bo  forgeriee .'*  (Vol.  ii.  p.  347.) 
Thkbdng  Mr.  St.  John**  way  of  dealing  with  his  eridenoe,  I  ha?e  not  thought 
it  neeetsarr  to  examine  hie  oonclueions. 
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"niiokon  tlishooourably  and  dinloyaUj**  of  Kin^  Jamos.     lioili  o( 
vliich  be  met  with  a  douial  no  •olcmn,  and  enforced  with  such  avfu! 
imprccmtiooa,  that  I  am  glad  1  hare  no  nccaaion  to  question  it  in 
either  caae.    That  he  had  attempted  to  escape,  and  to  that  end 
feigned  sickncM,  and  that  he  had  promiaed  8tuclej  that  if  ho  would 
go  with  him,  hit  debta  should  be  paid — all  thia  he  confeased  to  bi^ 
true.     But  these  were  acta  for  which,  though  in  •  harah  conatmc- 
tion  ther  might  bo  called  breachea  of  parole,  one  can  Imrdly  blame 
him  as  his  casowtis;  and  perhaps  it  would  hare  been  well  if  thej  had 
been  mon*  auecesiiful.     Upon  the  charges  which  came  nearer  to  the 
real  question — as  that  he  did  not  know  of  anj  mine,  and  did  not  mean 
to  go  to  Guiana  at  all;  that  he  meant  to  escape  with  the  money  he  took 
out,  and  nut  to  return  to  England;  and  that  he  liad  pro|>09ed  to  quit 
tlH'  place  of  tendcxvous  without  waiting  for  the  rivrr  party,  and  m 
leave  th«*m  to  their  fate— his  denial  was  distinct  enough ;  but  it 
iniplie«i  nothing  incompatible  with  tho  main  charge.     Tliat  "it  was 
his  full  intention  to  search  for  gold, — for  gold  for  the  benefit  of  his 
Majesty  and  himm^lf  and  of  those  that  ventured  with  him,  with  the 
roitt  of  his  countn'nien  ;*'*  and  that  he  believed  that  Captain  Keymis 
*'  know  tho  head  of  a  mino  "  where  gold  was  to  be  found ; — all  this 
may  hare  been  quite  true,  without  implying  any  justiHcation  what- 
ever of  the  means  he  took  t«i  get  at  it.    Tliat  he  had  given  his  pro- 
miflo  to  Lord  Arundel,  immediately  before  he  aailed,  **  not  to  turn 
pirate  when  ho  got  abroad,  and  whether  he  mado  a  good  voyage  or  a 
bad  not  to  fail  to  return  again  to  England,'*  waa  avouched  by  Lord 
Arundel  himself,  who  was  present.    That  bo  had  kept  his  promise, 
was  an  apparent  fact  which  could  not  be  disputed.     But  it  did  not 
follow  that  he  would  have  kept  it  if  ho  had  found  he  oould  do  better. 
That  it  waa  never  his  intention  "  to  go  away  from  his  company  and 
leave  them  at  Guiana,"  is  an  assertion  which  I  am  quite  willing  to 
accept  on  his  own  authority,  being  a  thing  which  ho  only  oould  know, 
and  upon  which  ho  appeals  to  several  witnesses  whoso  evidence  we  have 
not  the  means  of  examining.     And  theso  (with  exception  of  a  dis- 
avowal of  all  concern  in  tho  death  of  the  Earl  of  Essex — which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  present  case)  wore  all  'Uhe  material  points 
which  he  thought  good  to  speak  of.**' 

What  waa  it  then  in  this  speech,  if  thero  was  so  little  to  alter  the 
ap|)earance  of  the  case,  which  so  enchanted  and  still  continues  to 
enchant  tho  world,  that  the  charge  of  burning  and  pillaging  a  towa 
containing  140  houaes,  a  church,  and  two  conventa,  with  a  govemor 

'  JTaidino,  p.  606. 

*  lijs  own  words,  sooording  to  Jsrdino^  p.  606. 

2  B  2 
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and  ^rriBon/ — belonging  to  another  and  a  friendly  nation,  and 
having  offered  no  provoeation  wliatevcr  except  an  attitude  of  self- 
dcfencc, — ^apiicani  to  an  Englisli  gentleman  and  lawyer  in  the  year 
1832  TOguc,  senseless  and  frivolous  P    1  believe  it  was  merely  the 
manner  of  delivery.     Ralegh  was  a  man  without  fear,  and  with  an 
understanding  perfectly  clear  and  serene.      As  long  as  he  saw  a 
chance  of  a  life  worth  living,  he  had  played  boldly  for  it:  and  the 
dcTioos  to  which  he  rcMortcd  (though  to  Home  of  his  admirers  they 
liavo  seemed  so  unworthy  of  him  as  to  suggest  a  suspicion  that  his 
mind  had  for  the  time  given  way)  were  conceived  and  conducted 
with  a  ready  wit,  an  activity,  an  ingenuity,  an  audacity  and  gay  con- 
tempt for  his  enemicH,  characteristic  of  his  best  time.  When  ho  found 
that  the  chance  was  gone,  and  that  his  fate  was  to  be  death,  he  had 
the  same  faculties  and  the  same  spirit  at  command  to  meet  it  with. 
He  was  GO  years  old.     lie  knt^w  o\'  how  little  value  to  him  any  life 
was  that  he  could  expect  in  the  course  of  nature,     lie  know  that 
death  was  as  easy  at  one  time  as  another,  and  that  the  violeut  death 
was  the  easiest.    The  fear  of  it,  ho  said,  "  wom  but  an  opinion  and 
imagination,*'  and  for  the  manner,  "  though  to  others  it  might  seem 
grievous,  yet  he  had  rather  die  so  than  of  a  burning  fever.'*     lie 
bad  no  troubles  of  conscience ;  for  he  had  done  his  best  to  do  the 
King  a  piece  of  good  sen'ieo  n«;ain8t  his  will,  and  he  had  hurt  nobody 
exct*pt  Spaniards  in  the  Indies.     And  the  publicity  and  solemnity 
aiid  tragical  apparatus  secm-H  to  have  had  the  effect  on  his  nerves  of  an 
agreeable  excitement.     Everything  that  he  said  and  did  was  done  in 
the  best  possible  taste — without  any  touch  of  passion  or  bitterness 
or  bravado— but  witK  the  moat  unaffected  and  cheerful  composure, 
the  finest  humanity,  the  most  courtly  grace  and  good  humour ;  and 
yet  no  unseemly  levity,  but  a  full  recognition  of  the  solemnity  of  the 
occasion,  and  the  presence  in  which  he  was  about  to  appear,     if  it 
was  acting — and  the  effect  of  his  behaviour  upon  the  audience  had 
a  place  no  doubt  in  his  thoughts — it  was  the  very  finest  acting  con- 
ccivable.    Shakespeare  died  two  yean  before,  or  one  might  have 
tbought  that  the  famous  description  of  the  death  of  the  Thane  of 
Gawdor  was  suggested  by  that  of  Balegh. 

He  died 
As  oiw  who  had  been  atudied  in  hit  death 
To  throw  •wAjr  the  dcarctt  tiling  he  owed 
At  'twero  a  ctreleM  trifle.' 


■  Bekch't  Ditoorciy  of  Quinnii.    Ed.  Schomburg.  p.  210. 
'  Dudiejr  CtrloCon,  •  contoinpornry  olwcrrer  whom  nobody  hat  a  right  to  treat 
with  contempt,  would  have  completed  the  quotation^ 
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He  had  formcrlj  boftticd  timi  bo  despiMed  ilcnth.  But  his  mcditatiom 
iu  llie  Tow  or  liad  raited  bin  miiul  to  a  nfcill  higher  eleration;  for  bii 
ciiU*rUiiinicnt  of  it  on  tin*  icatVald  «a«  not  with  coiitciiipfc,  but 
ratlicr  with  |K>lito  and  courtly  welcome.  Never  waa  death  by  tlie 
public  cxecutioiRT  lo  coiuplotely  cheatod  of  ita  tic  tor)'. 

Hien*  ia  aometbing  ao  tui|)oaiu[;  to  ordinary  niinda  in  thta  caif 
8U|M*norit)*  to  tbiuf;«  which  necui  to  tlioni  ao  terrible,  tliat  it  u  not 
atrangc  if  among  the  maaa  of  the  audionee  all  other  tlioughta  vers 
loat  in  admiring  coutempUtion,  and  all  oppugnani  criticiani  ailcneed 
for  the  time ;  and  if  it  be  true  that  the  King  had  i>08tponed  his  own 
dcchtfation  till  now,  that  he  might  fint  hear  what  Kalegh  would  n/ 
and  how  it  would  bo  received,  it  may  be  that  when  he  knew  what  be 
did  nay,  and  with  wliat  ciVect,  he  thought  it  bettor  to  poatpone  it 
awhile  longer,  that  the  first  iniprcasion  might  aubside.  But  this 
again  was  doubtful  |K>licy :  for  the  impression  showed  no  ayinptom 
of  sub»idiug.  "  We  are  still  so  full  of  Sir  Walter  iialegh,"  writes 
(.*hniiilHTliiiu  in  ftirwarding  some  |Mipi*n  to  Carleton  throe  weeks 
Nl\er,  **  that  almost  every  day  brings  forth  aomewhat  in  this  kind ; 
besides  divers  ballots ;  whereof  scmie  are  calknl  in,  and  the  rest  such 
|)oor  stuff  aii  are  not  worthy  the  overlooking.  But  when  the  heat  is 
iK)niewhat  allay fd  we  Hhall  have  a  declaration  touching  him  thatsliall 
contradict  much  of  that  which  he  protested  with  ao  great  assevcn- 
tion.  But  the  proofs  had  need  be  very  pregnant  and  demonatrative, 
or  else  they  will  hardly  prevail."** 

The  proofs,  in  order  to  prevail,  had  need  not  only  to  be  pregnant 
and  demonittrative,  but  to  be  |>resented  to  minda  equally  excited,  and 
with  surrounding  circumHtances  as  picturcaque,  impreaaive,  and 
pathetic.  And  this  was  manifestly  impossible.  The  moat  oonclusivo 
answer  could  bo  no  better  than  an  argument  in  a  book ;  and  what 
book  could  make  an  impression  on  the  popular  imagination  lirely 
enough  to  counteract  the  imngn  of  the  living  man  speaking  for  him- 
self on  the  Bcaflbid,  in  the  minds  of  those  who  saw  and  heard  him  ? 
Even  iioMi  the  difficulty  ia  not  removed.  That  image  atill  livca  and 
holds  |N>ssession  of  men's  minds,  and  an  im|Nirtial  judgment  ia  not 
to  be  expected.  But  it  is  fit  that  those  who  desire  to  judge  the  caae 
fairly  should  have  both  sides  fairly  presented:  and  we  ahall  aoe 
piesently  in  what  light  it  appeared  to  the  King.     We  must  firat 


"  Kothing  in  bis  life 
Became  him  like  tlic  leaving  it.*' 

**  It  Mvum/'  lie  mv«,  (n))>lviiigto  ChamUrrlniii*«  n*iM>rt  of  tlie  execution)  **  that  he 
knew  better  how  to  die  than  to  live ;  ami  hit  haptHCtt  iMMin  wefS  Uhho  of  liii 
arraignment  and  execution."     CuuH  and  Time*  of  Jamca  I.  vol.  ii.  |>.  106. 
*  Chamberlain  to  Otrietou,  SI  Kov.  1619. 
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howerer  despntch  the  butiness  of  tlie  three  or  four  weeks  during 
which  he  waited  for  the  flood  of  popular  passion  to  subside. 

8. 

To   THE    MaHQUIS   or    BUCKINOUAM.^ 

My  very  good  Lord, 
This  morning  Mr.  Attorney  came  to  me  and  desired  of  me 
many  writs  of  Xe  exeat  regnum  against  most  of  the  Dutch  mer- 
chants, and  withal  let  me  understand  that  there  was  a  discovery 
of  an  infinite  transportation  of  gold  and  silver  out  of  this  realm 
by  the  said  Dutch  mcrchantSi  amounting  to  millions ;  and  that 
Sir  John  Britten  had  made  a  book  thereof,  and  presented  the 
same  to  his  Majesty ;  and  further,  that  his  Majesty  had  directed 
him  to  prosecute  the  same;  and  had  also  given  Sir  Thomas 
Vavisor  the  forfeiture  of  such  ten  of  them  as  he  should  choose. 

Hereupon  I  thought  it  my  duty,  as  in  a  matter  of  great 
weight,  to  signify  to  his  Majesty  by  your  Lordship  what  I  con« 
ceive. 

The  discovery  I  think  very  happy.  For  if  it  be  true,  it  will 
be  %  great  liencfit  to  his  Majesty  :  It  will  also  content  his  people 
much,  and  it  will  deiaon»trate  also  that  Scotland  is  not  the  leech 
(as  some  discourscrs  say)  but  the  Nethcrlandcrs  that  suck  the 
realm  of  treasure.     So  that  the  thing  is  very  good. 

But  two  things  I  must  represent  to  his  Majesty ;  The  first, 
that  if  I  stay  merchants  from  their  trading  by  this  writ,  I  must 
do  it  cither  e.r  officio,  or  by  special  warrant  from  his  Majesty. 

If  ex  officio^  then  I  must  have  more  than  a  bare  surmise  to 
grant  the  writ  upon,  so  as  I  must  be  acquainted  with  the 
grounds,  or  at  least  appearance  of  proofs.  If  by  special  warrant, 
then  I  desire  to  rooeive  the  same.  The  other  is,  that  I  humbly 
beseech  his  Majesty  that  these  royal  boughs  of  forfeiture  may 
not  lie  vintaged  or  cropped  by  private  suitors  (considering  his 
Majesty's  state  as  it  is)  but  that  Sir  Thomas  Vavisor,  or  Sir 
John  Britten,  may  have  a  bountiful  and  gracious  reward  for 
their  discovery,  but  not  the  prime,  or  without  stint. 

In  turn,  I  wonld  wish  hit  Majesty  to  refer  the  whole  business 
and  carriage  of  the  same  for  his  honour  and  profit  to  the  Com- 
misaioncrs  of  Treasure ;  or  because  it  it  a  legal  forfeiture,  to 

*  8t«plMD*«  6nl  eoUeetkm,  p.  386.  From  tho  origtnaL  Second  eoUectioii,  p.  80. 
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mytclf,  ^fr.  dunocUor,  Sir  Edward  Coke,  and  my  Lori  Chief 
Justice  of  England:  and  h,  us  I.i.  Majesty  aliall  be  aa^ued  to 
know  Uie  best  coune  for  hia  jarticc,  honour,  and  profit,aad  Uiat 
be  may  di»|io.e  what  bounty  he  wiU.  God  ever  pmme  and 
proaperyou. 

Your  LordAip't  moat  obliged  friend 

and  (kithfal  aerrant^ 

rork-booM.  19  Oclob,  1618. 

To  THE  LOBD  CHAKCSLLObJ 

My  Lord. 
I  bare  acquamud  bii  Majofly  wiib  your  leltcr,  wbo  iji^ctJi  tuu 
tbarikH  fur  your  aUvit^e  to  communicaU*  the  butiueiw  of  ibo  Dutcbneii  to 
thf  commiMioncri  for  the  treaKuo'.  which  hi.  Mnjc^ty  wm%  before  pII^ 
powHl  to  refer  to  them  (m  it  eoneemeth  hin  treiuaro)  for  tho  earriaiFeof  it, 
and  to  your  I.ord«hiii ««««  the  rejit  named  in  your  letter  for  the  relatioii 
It  hath  to  the  law.  For  the  propoM^n  of  the  auit,  hia  M.jeaty  iatendeili 
only  to  reward  their  piini  aa  may  nUnd  with  hia  .erTieo  ana  hi.  prmcely 
dispoaition,  but  to  reM»nro  tho  main  benefit  to  himaclf.  All  that  hii  Majoitj 
would  limre  your  Lordship  to  do  for  the  piwent,  i«  to  take  onicr  about  t]» 
wnt  ^e  rxrani  nynnm ;  and  to  advise  with  hi<i  learned  counsel  whst 
eour^  ,s  to  be  taken,  and  if  by  a  warrant  from  his  Majesty,  that  your 
Lordship  send  him  a  warrant  to  be  signed,  which  aball  be  nstumod  with 
all  speed.  Of  other  thin^^  his  Majesty  Uiinketh  it  wiU  be  timo  enoiifh 
to  speak  at  hia  return  to  London.    la  tho  mean  time  I  reat 

Your  Lordship's  faithful  firioad  aod  aerraat, 

m  ^    u  I.    ^.    «,   «^    .  ®*  BwcaiaoHAJi. 

Uinchcnhfoke,  the  21  of  Octoh.  101& 

To  THI  LOED  Chavcilloe.' 
My  honourable  Lord, 
Wliereas  there  is  a  cause  depending  in  the  court  of  chancery  between 
one  Mr.  Francis  Foliambe  and  Francis  Ilomeby.  the  which  already  hath 
ntvi ved  a  *lecree,  and  is  now  to  hare  another  hearing  bi^foro  your  Lordnhip; 
I  hare  thought  lit  to  dcKirc  you  to  shew  so  much  farour  therein,  sceia^  it 
concerns  Uie  ^[entleman's  whole  csUte.  as  to  make  a  full  arbitration  and 
final  end.  either  by  taking  the  pains  in  ending  it  youraelf,  or  prefeiring  it 

'  Hsrl.  M8S.  7006.  f.    Docketed  by  Mcautys.  "SI  Oct.  1618      Iffv  Lo.  af 
Buck-  to  r  Lp.  touching  the  Dutch  tu«»cs.  2d  tho  aTi^tr^Za^ 

■  llari  M8S.  7006.  f.  102.    Oriff.    Doeketcd  br  tfeautvs   « Oci.  nA  tfiia 
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to  lome  otkor  whom  your  Lordship  shall  tliink  fit :  which  I  ihall  ackiiow« 
ledge  M  a  courtofy  from  your  Lordship ;  and  ever  rest 

Your  Lordship*!  faithful  friend  and  scrTant, 

G.  BrcKiNonAii. 
Uinchiugbrokc,  tho  22  of  October,  1618. 

To  TUE  Marquis  op  Buckingham.^ 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  send  the  commiasion  for  making  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields 
into  walks,  for  his  Majesty's  signature.  It  is  without  charge  to 
his  Majesty.' 

We  have  liad  my  Lord  of  Ormonde  before  us.*  We  eould  not 
yet  get  him  to  answer  directly,  whether  he  would  obey  the 
King's  awanl  or  no.  After  we  had  endured  his  importunity 
and  impcrtinency,  and  yet  let  Itim  down  to  this,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's awanl  was  not  only  just  and  within  his  submission,  but 
in  his  favour,  we  concludcMl  in  few  words,  That  the  award  must 
be  obeyed,  and  if  he  did  refuse  or  impugn  the  execution  of  it  in 
Irelaud,  he  was  to  lie  punished  by  the  justice  of  Ireland :  if  he 
did  murmur  or  scandalize  it  here,  or  trouble  his  Majesty  any 
more,  he  was  to  be  punished  in  England.  Then  he  asked 
whether  he  might  be  gone.  For  that,  we  told  him,  bis  Majesty's 
pleasure  was  to  be  known. 

Sir  Ilobert  Manscll  hath  promised  to  bring  in  his  summary 
account  this  day  sevennigkt.     God  preserve  and  prosper  you. 

Your  Lordsliip's  most  obliged  friend 

and  faithful  servsint, 

Fr.  Vekulam,  Cane. 

xiiNo:   lOlH. 

To  TUB  LOBD  CUANCELLOll.^ 

My  lionourahlo  Lord, 

I  send  your  Lordship  ilio  commission  signed  by  his  Mnjesty,  which 
he  was  very  willing  to  dispatch  as  a  business  very  commendable  and 

*  Gibson  Papen»  rol.  riii.  f.  08.    Copy. 

=  Tlw  charge  wm  dofrnyod  by  Toluiitory  contributions.  Bacon's  contribution 
was  6(V.  Sec  a  letter  from  Lorkiu  to  Puckering.  C.  &  T.  of  James  I.  toI.  ii. 
p.  109. 

*  A  disnuto  between  Walter  Esrl  of  Ormond  and  Sir  Richard  Proston  Lord 
l>infcwell  had  been  rpfcnvd  to  the  King.  Tlio  Earl,  not  being  tatisflcd  with  liis 
award,  refus  -d  to  obey  it. 

*  llari.  MSS.  7006.  f.  10*.  Orig.  Docketed  by  Mcautvs,  ••November  13. 
My  Lo.  of  Buck"  io  yo'  Lp.  with  the  comwiMion  for  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  signed 
by  his  Ma«%  and  rrquiring  the  hasting  of  Sir  Rob.  Mansell's  accompt.*' 
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worthy  to  be  taken  in  hand.  For  the  Bari  of  Onnoode,  hi*  Majen&y 
made  no  other  annrer  hnt  that  he  hopHh  he  it  not  ao  unnMnnerlj  m  to 
§tO  avay  without  Ukin^  leave  of  hi*  Miycaty.  For  Sir  Itobcrt  llnMrlFi 
account,  his  JIajetiy  taith  be  is  rcry  alow,  espeeially  beiuK  bui  a  tw— ij 
aeoount.  and  thai  ha  proniaed  to  briuK  it  in  befocv :  and  tlicirlbiw  wmM, 
have  him  tied  to  the  day  he  hatk  now  aet,  without  any  further  drlsy. 

Thia  laat  hia  Majesty  eouimandrd  ne  to  put  in  after  I  had  vrittcK  and 
ngned  my  letter. 

Your  Lordahip*i  fiutlifttl  friend  and  aemnt, 

BoyaoD,  the  lith  oTKoTMabor.  1618. 

To  TOK  LoBi>  Chajicxllob.' 

My  lioiiourable  Lord, 
HaTinff  formerly  roo%-ed  your  Lordship  in  the  behalf  of  thia  bearrr, 
Mr.  Wy  che,  of  a  horn  as  I  understand  your  Lordship  hath  had  a  special 
care  to  do  liim  favour  aceordtn^;  to  the  Cf|uity  of  his  cause ;  now  seeiii^ 
that  thi*  cause  is  shortly  to  bo  heard,  I  have  tbouf;ht  6t  to  continue  my 
recommendation  of  the  ImsiucM  unto  you,  desiring  your  Lordship  to 
what  favour  you  lawfully  may  unto  Mr.  Wychc,  according  aa  the  ji 
of  the  cause  slut!  require:  which  I  nill  acknowledge  as  a  courtcay 
your  Lordship,  and  ever  rent 

Your  Lordship's  faithful  friend  and  serrant, 

O.  BuCKUiOBAM. 

Newmarket,  the  18  of  NoTsmber,  1618. 

To  Tui  Lord  CuAVCBLbm.' 

My  honourable  Lord, 
I  send  your  Lordship  the  bill  of  the  Sherifls  of  Hereford  and  Leicost<»' 
pricked  and  signed  by  his  Miyesty,  who  halh  likewise  commanded  me  to 
send  unto  your  Lordship  these  additions  of  instructions  sent  unto  him  by 
the  surveyor  and  receiver  of  the  Court  of  Wards  $  wherein  because  he 
knowcth  not  what  to  prescribe  without  understanding  what  objeetions  can 
be  made,  hiu  pleaaurc  is  that  your  Lordship  advise  and  oousidvr  of  them, 
and  send  htm  your  opinion  of  them,  that  he  may  then  take  such  eoufsa 
therein,  as  shall  be  fit. 

His  Majesty  commanded  me  to  give  you  thanks  for  your  care  of  his 
service ;  and  so  I  rest 

Your  Lordship  8  faithful  Servant, 

O.  BvcKuroHAM. 
Nea'markci,  22  of  November. 

'  llarl.  MSS.  7006.  f.  106.  Oriff.  Docketed  by  Mcsutys,  **  November  18th, 
1618.     My  Lo.  of  Buck-  to  yo'  Lp.  in  tlio  bolislf  of  Mr.  Wvch." 

*  liarl.  MSS.  Vol.  7()06.  Uockelod  by  Mcaiilys,  «*  My  Lo.  of  Buck,  to  your 
Lp.  with  tome  additioiuil  inst ructions  toucliing  tlie  couK  of  wards  enckMsd."  The 
date  of  the  docket  is  worn  olf:  but,  according  to  Bireh,  it  was  1616. 
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To  THE  Marquis  op  Buckingham.^ 

My  very  good  Lord^ 

Wc  have  put  the  Declaration  touching  Ralegh  to  the  press 
with  his  Majesty's  additions,'  which  were  very  material,  and  fit 
to  proceed  froro  his  Majesty. 

For  the  prisons,  we  have  taken  an  account,  given  a  charge, 
and  put  some  particulars  in  examination  for  punishment  and 
example. 

For  the  pursuivants,  we  staid  a  good  while  for  Sir  Edward 
Coke's  health ;  but  he  Ixiing  not  yet  come  abroad,  we  have 
entered  int<»  it ;  and  we  find  faults,  and  mean  to  select  cases  for 
example :  but  in  this  swarm  of  Priests  and  Recusants,  we  are 
careful  not  to  discourage  in  general.  But  the  punishment  of 
some  that  are  notoriously  corrupt  concerned  not  the  good,  and 
will  keep  in  awe  those  that  are  but  indifferent. 

The  balance  of  the  King's  estate  is  in  hand,  whereof  I  have 
great  care,  but  no  great  help. 

The  sub-committees  for  the  several  branches  of  treasure  are 
well  chosen  and  charged. 

Tliis  matter  of  the  King's  estate  for  means  is  like  a  quarry 
which  digs  and  works  hard;  but  then  when  I  consider  it 
buildcth,  I  think  no  pains  too  much ;  and  after  term  it  shall  be 
my  chief  care. 

For  the  Mint,  by  my  next  I  will  give  account;  for  our  day  is 
Wednesday. 

God  ever  preserve  and  prosper  you. 

Your  Lordship's 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 
November  23, 1618. 

To    THR    RIGHT    HON.    MY    OOOD    LoRII    THK    LoRD    MaRQUIS  Or 
BlXKINGHAM,   or    HIH   M.    MOST    HON.    FkIVY   CoUNCIL.* 

My  very  good  Lord, 
I  have  this  morning  received  the  petty  roll  for  the  shrives. 

■  Oibwm  FMien,  toL  riiL  f.  90.  Copy  bv  Meautys.  Docketed,  "  Xor.  S2, 1618. 
T^  Lp.  to  mj  Lo.  of  Buckuigham,  of  Council  bunticM.** 

'  Ther»  an  no  marks  in  the  original  to  dittinguieh  theie  additions.  But  I 
enmet  them  to  be  the  opening  and  the  concluding  paragraph. 


\ 
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I  rereived  also  the  ft^fcn  exhibited  bjr  Sir  Miles  Floetwoodi 
which  I  will  nae  to  bi«  Majcaty's  best  scrvioc,  and  thefeapoii 
girc  account  to  hit  Majcaty  when  time  •cnrctli. 

My  care,  which  is  not  dormant  touching  his  Majesty's  serrior, 
specially  that  of  treasure  (which  is  now  namma  swmMUtrwm), 
maketh  me  propound  to  his  Migesty  a  matter,  which  (God  is 
my  witness)  I  do  without  contemplation  of  firicnd  or  end,  but 
aNimo  recio. 

If  Sir  Edward  Cooke  continue  sick,  or  to  keep  in,  I  fesr  hit 
Majesty's  service  will  languish  too,  in  tliose  things  which  touch 
upon  law ;  as  the  calling  in  debts,  Uecusants,  Alienations,  Dc- 
falcations,  etc.  And  this  is  most  certain,  that  in  these  ncv 
diligences,  if  tlic  first  beginnings  cool,  all  will  go  back  to  the 
old  bias.  Therefore  it  may  please  his  Migcsty  to  think  of  it, 
whether  there  will  not  bo  a  kind  of  neorssity  to  add  my  Lord 
Chief  Justice  of  England  to  the  Commissioners  of  Trcasare. 
This  I  more  only  to  the  King  and  your  Lordship,  otlicrwise  it 
is  as  a  thing  e^r  non  en/ttef.'    Ood  preserve  and  proepcr  you. 

Your  Lordship's  most  fiiithful  servant. 

Fa.  VaauLAM,  Cane. 

From  th«  Star-chamber, 
25  Not.  1G18. 

P.S.  I  forget  not  Tufton's  cause.  All  things  stay,  and  preoe- 
dents  arc  in  search. 


0. 

The.  Declaration  concerning  Balegh  had  been  for  some  time  in 
preparation.  But  one  of  the  inoonvenicnoes  oi  neglecting  to  pro* 
claim  the  true  causes  of  his  execution  at  the  right  time,  was  tbo 
want  uf  an  occaaion  which  might  seem  to  call  for  at  afterwarda*.  if  it 
was  not  wanted  i\wn,  it  might  be  aakctl,  why  ia  it  wanted  no«  ? 
And  the  occaaion  which  wna  made  to  servo  this  purpose  waa  not  a 
very  happy  one.  AVhen  the  newa  went  abroad  that  Italogh  W 
boon  arrested  by  Sir  Lewia  Stuclcy  in  an  attempt  to  escape  into 
which  Sir  Lewis  had  himself  betrayed  him,  there  was  a  great  burst  of 

*  I  \ukre  not  Men  the  aniwcr  to  this  fetter,  but  from  an  aUunon  to  it  in 
Buekingliam**  fetter  of  S  Doocmber,  which  will  bo  ibimd  fuitlier  on,  I  ffither  thtt 
the  King  objortod  to  ihk  tuggeetion  beoauic  Sir  E.  Goka  "  auaht  appwhid  torn 
diigraoe  to  him  theroin,  though  it  wan  Barer  intended.'* 
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popular  indignation.  Of  the  true  history  of  his  proceedings  since 
hill  first  arrest  nothing  was  known ;  but  it  wus  known  that  bo  bad 
been  betraved,  and  the  word  was  enough.  Sir  Lewis  (now  {popularly 
saluted  as  Sir  Judns)  who,  to  do  him  justicf,  does  not  appear  to 
have  had  any  object  bcBides  the  fnithful  performance  of  bis  com- 
mission, which  was  to  bring  Balegh  up  to  London  that  ho  might 
'  be  disposed  of  as  the  Lords  of  the  Council  should  direct — a  commis* 
sion  which  it  was  surely  no  crime  to  undertake — was  not  prepared 
to  endure  this  kind  of  language  in  silence.  He  tried  to  clear  him- 
self of  the  imputation  of  treachery  by  explaining  that  ho  had  been  as 
easy  and  indulgent  os  iwssible  with  his  prisoner  until  he  found  that 
his  indulgenco  was  abused,  and  that  it  was  only  the  detection  of  a 
plot  to  give  him  the  slip,  followed  on  its  failure  by  an  attempt  to 
bribe  him  into  connivance,  that  put  him  upon  contriving  a  counter- 
plot :  for  which  also  he  had  warrant  from  the  King,  to  whom  he  had 
first  reported  the  facts.  Thi»  he  sot  forth  in  a  short  ]mpor,  called  his 
•*  Apology,"  which  seems  to  have  been  written  immediately  afler  ho 
resigniHl  his  charge;*  and  consists  of  a  mmpie,  straightforward,  in- 
artificial statement,  without  any  rhetoric  or  special  pleading,  but 
very  much  in  carncHt,  and  (aM  far  as  I  can  see)  quite  true.  For  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  game  of  double  dealing  had  been  beguu 
by  Raleigh  himself;  that  his  treatment  of  Stucley  (who  had  been 
for  many  days  his  easy  dupe)  had  deprived  him  of  all  title  to  favour 
or  confidence ;  that  the  stratagem  by  which  he  was  caught,  though 
it  involved  dissimulation  and  deceit,  was  one  of  those  which  aro 
always  allowed  in  war ;  and  one  which,  even  in  peace,  if  the  parts 
had  been  reversed — if  it  had  boen  used  by  Sir  Walter  to  bafile  Sir 
LcwiH-^would  have  passed  with  general  allowance,  if  not  w^ith 
general  applause  and  cun<;i'utulaUon :  and  that  the  object  aimed  at 
and  eflected  by  it  was  afler  all  nothing  more  than  safe  kee])ing  in 
order  to  judicial  enquiry,  in  a  caso  which  evidently  demanded  it. 
For  if  the  stratagem  had  been  omitted  altogether,  and  lialegh  had  at 
once  on  the  discovery  of  his  plot  to  escape  been  transferred  to  tho 
Tower — a  measure  to  which  no  one  could  havo  objected — he  would 
have  gained  nothing  by  tho  difierence  except  the  power  of  denying 
the  intention  to  escape— which,  as  it  was,  he  could  not  do.  He  had 
been  betrayed  into  a  position  which  compelled  him  to  admit  tho  truth : 

■  Sir  I>wu  Stiikcljo*t  ApoUogio  writto  with  liu  owno  hand.  MS.  Ashmolc 
83a  20.  Printed  in  the  Oxford  edition  of  Btlegh*8  Works.  Vol.  Tiit.  p.  783.  It 
begins  **  I  know  full  well  that  all  actions  ....  shall  be  scanned,  as  alroadj  I 
bare  been  informed  mine  hare  been  in  the  execution  of  my  Sovereign's  late  com* 
mands,  even  since  sfttlerdajf,  that  I  perfomicil  the  some, 'committing  Sir  Walter 
Ralegh  and  some  of  his  adherents  ....  to  the  Tower.'*  As  Ralegh  was  lodged 
in  the  Tower  on  the  Uth  of  August,  it  follows  that  this  was  whiten  on  the  lOth. 
The  whole  paper  will  be  ibund  in  the  appendix  to  tho  Declaration. 
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Uuit  mi*  nil :  anil  Stuclcjr*i  Apoln^,  aji  drawn  up  hj  himvrlf,  fceinn 
to  mr  fair  and  aiiflicicnt.  But  Hheii  popular  aympatliy  niiiJi  rtronglr 
the  ochor  way,  rra)*onab1r  ci>ni*id<*ratii>iii«  ait*  oppoiicd  to  it  in  rain. 
In  npito  of  his  Apologr,  and  in  spico  of  the  nimouns  which  began  to 
(^  abroad  aa  to  Kalegh**  oun  diaffimiiloliona,  the  utrram  conlinucHl 
to  run  agaiiuit  him :'  and  when  Kalr^h  on  the  acatTold  "  for|*aTc  ** 
him  with  an  unction  and  an  cniphaiiiii  wliich  ncarccly  needed  tlic 
charitable  *'  warning**  which  followed  to  make  it  atir  popular  indigna* 
tion,'  hia  position  became  io  uncomfortable  that  bo  appealed  to  the 
King  for  help.  His  appeal  wan  in  the  fonn  of  a  petition,  eoniislin^ 
of  a  recital  of  factii,  with  answera  to  the  aapemionn  of  which  he  com- 
plained; and  ended  with  two  rcquentii — limt  that  li«*  niif^ht  Itavc 
leave  to  confirm  the  tnith  of  his  statement  by  receiving  the  sacra- 
ment u))on  it  in  hia  Majesty's  oha|K*l ;  and  mvondlr  (which  was 
m«ire  to  the  purpottc)  that  **  a  devlanition  **  nii^ht  be  HufTiTcd  to  come 
forth  **  from  the  State,  for  the  clearing  of  thc8C  iiiattcni  and  further 
satififaction  of  the  world.**  The  nHjuoH  was  n^awniable.  Tlie  King 
owed  as  much,  not  to  Studcy  only,  but  to  himself.  For  the  world 
was  talking,  thinking,  and  ft^eling  with  paii.Mionate  excitement  about 
matters  of  which  it  had  no  means  as  yet  of  knowing  the  true  history, 
or  anything  like  it.  Tliat  ]tileigh*s  **  late  crimes  and  offences  wrn* 
not  as  yet  publicly  known,*'  was  Ktill  as  true  as  on  the  istli  of  Oc- 
tober when  the  Coinininsioncni  called  tlie  King's  attention  to  tlw 
fact.      But  Stuvley — thinking  |>erhaps   that    his  first  defence  had 

failed  of  efiect  for  want  of  literarv  i<kiU — had  now  called  in  the  sid 

• 

of  a  practised  penman  to  point  the  sent4*ncea;  under  whose  hands 
the  com|K>sition  lost  all  that  ap|)earanco  of  simplicity  and  sincerity 
which  fi»rnird  the  merit  of  hirf  own  "  Apology,**  and  assumed  a  shape 
as  unfit  as  )>os(iible  cither  to  ct^nvince  or  to  conciliate  an  ill  affected 
public.  The  writer  was  said  to  bo  Dr.  Sharpc*.^  Whoever  he  was, 
he  Hucoeedcd  in  exhibiting  the  unfortunate  Sir  Ix^wis  in  an  attitude 
and  frnmo  of  niind  as  insolent  and  ofTensive  as  he  could,  and  as  well 
contrived  to  turn  everybody  against  him ;  and  in  making  his  |)ctition 
a  most  unfortuuate  precursor  for  the  manifesto  which  tho  govern- 
ment were  preparing.    It  supplied  however  tbo  oocaaion  which  was 

*  **  He  [Ralegh]  hath  made  m  long  apology  for  himself,  and  his  fnends  eieaie 
hini  all  they  may  j  w)ierrin  ihoiigh  tJw*  worlil  bo  not  aatiAfiod,  yet  Sir  Lewii  Stacfcy 
i»  Mncrsily  decried."    Chamberlain  to  Carleton,  20  Aug.  1618. 

'  **  I  forgive  this  Frcnehman  and  8ir  Lewi*  Stucley,  wlio  waa  alao  a  witnm 
against  me  in  my  flight,  witli  all  my  heart.  ...  I  have  wpcgived  tlio  •aermsient 
thb  morning  and  I  hare  forgiven  all  men.  But  that  theae  two  men  ars  pcrfidioui, 
I  am  bound  in  charity  to  speak,  that  all  men  may  Uko  hoed  of  them.**  Jardisei 
p.  v65. 

'  Cbamberhun  to  Carieton,  4  Deoemb.  1618. 
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wanteil:  mid  ww*  mmlo  to  aorvo  for  a  kind  of  advcrtiaeracnt.  At 
what  time  tho  *  Petition  *  had  boon  drawn  up  and  presented,  we  do 
not  know,  but  it  was  pnhlUhed  by  tbo  King*8  printer  on  the  26th 
of  NoTcmbor,  and  nn  effort  woa  made  to  get  the  Declaration  out 
immediately  after.  '*  Sir  Lewis  Stucley *8  petition  "  (ao  Naunton  writes 
to  Buckingltam  on  the  27th)  "  was  published  yesterday ;  the  declara- 
tion is  this  day,  upon  the  despatch  of  this  packet,  to  follow  after. 
The  printer  hath  sent  mo  two  copies  of  each,  for  his  Majesty  and 
the  Prince,  and  prays  pardon  for  some  escapes  committed  in  their 
haste ;  which  was  such  as  they  were  fain  to  watch  two  niglits,  and 
set  20  presses  to  work  at  once.'*' 

Perhaps  it  was  thought  that  the  Petition  would  create  a  desire  for 
information  without  i^ati^fying  it,  and  so  ^ive  the  Declnrntion  a 
greater  value.  Chamberlain's  re|>ort  of  their  first  appearnnce  sug- 
gests some  such  relation  between  them.  Writing  tho  next  day,  lie 
says-^ 


"  You  will  fmd  little  in  Sir  Lcwiii  Stuolcy's  Apo1o|;y-  but  that  they 
strive  to  l>oray  one  another.  It  is  like  we  shall  have  no  further  Declara- 
tion if  this  may  satisfy,  which  hitherto  findn  little  credit. 

"  But  now  when  I  am  come  thus  far,  my  man  hrin^n  me  an  authen- 
tical  declaration  of  all  that  buiiiness.  I  have  not  read  n  word  of  it  (more 
than  the  title) ;  for  it  came  forth  but  this  morning; :  and,  as  I  hear,  it  is 
the  work  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Mr.  Attorney,  or  Sf^cretary  Naunton  ; 
or  rather  fathered  upon  all  three :  so  that  in  all  probability  it  must  be  as 
true  as  well  written."' 

The  allusions  to  it  in  Bacon's  letters  to  the  King  and  Buckingham 
indicate  a  joint  composition,  but  one  in  which  he  wan  himself  con- 
cerned. And  though  it  is  impossible  to  say  how  much  of  it  was  his 
own,  yet,  judging  by  the  style,  1  incline  to  think  that  the  greater  part 
was  either  wholly  written  or  largely  corrected  by  himself,  and  that  it  has 
OS  good  a  right  to  a  place  among  his  occasional  works  as  any  of  thoso 
"public  writings  of  satisfaction,"  in  which  his  **])cn  was  used,"  but 
which  were  not  written  in  his  own  name  or  published  by  his  own 
authority,  and  were  subject  both  to  the  direction  and  the  correc- 
tion of  those  who  wore  really  responsible.  To  call  it  "  Bacon's  De- 
claration," 08  Mr.  Edwards  does,  is  both  inaccurate  and  misleading. 
To  call  it  "  the  King's  Declaration,"  as  has  been  done  by  others,  is 
nearer  the  truth ;  for  though  not  written  by  his  hand  nor  issued  in 
his  name,  it  was  issued  with  his  knowledge  and  permission,  as  a 

*  Ktniiton  to  Buckingham,  27  Nor.    Fort«teue  Papers. 

*  MMninK,  I  think,  his  «*  Petition,"  which  had  been  publuhed  two  days  beforo. 

*  8.  P.  DostL    VoL  Mil.  no.  110. 
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manifesUiion  of  liii  mind.  Rut  iU  |)ni|>or  title  is  the  offirinl  Do- 
daralion: — a  ilec1nrnti«»ii  drawn  up  by  iho  Kiiig*8  dinx'iioii,  |M*iiiicd 
by  certain  Councillum  (Dacuu  bcin<(  one),  allowed  by  the  Council, 
and  printed  by  authority.  Racon*«  rank  in  Council,  to|;ether  with 
his  eonceru  in  the  actual  composition,  entitle  uh  to  impute*  to  him 
a  larye  share  of  the  responsibility :  but  as  he  s|>okc  in  the  name  of 
others,  and  his  authority  was  not  abi^olute,  to  charge  him  with  the 
9oIr  responsibility  is  a  mistake. 

Wherever  I  have  been  able  to  compare  the  statements  in  this  De- 
claration with  the  evidence  upon  which  they  were  made,  I  have 
found  them  to  be  very  careful  and  conscientious;  and  1  have  no 
doubt  that  the  narrative  may  in  all  parts  bo  depended  upon  for  strict 
accuracy,  so  far  as  accuracy  was  attainable  by  studious  comparison 
of  conflicting  witnesses.  But  it  is  much  to  be  regretted — ^and 
must  I  think  have  been  a  great  error  of  judgment  in  the  King  or 
his  Councillors — that  this  evidence  was  not  made  public  at  the  same 
timo.  Oflicial  statements  put  forth  in  excuse  of  the  Government 
are  always  apt  to  bo  susptxted,  bi^causo  they  arc  not  exiMMknl  to 
criticism  and  those  who  want  the  excuse  tell  the  story,  in  a  case 
like  this,  where  the  excuse  Imd  to  be  made  good  in  tho  face  of  a 
strong  popular  prejudice,  it  was  doubly  necessary  to  exclude  all 
doubts  as  U}  the  fidelitv  of  the  narrative ;  and  this  would  have  been 
done  most  eilectually  by  publishing  the  depositions.  AVhy  it  was 
not  done  is  not  explained.  It  may  ha%'c  been  from  over  conddencc 
in  tho  strength  of  tho  case ;  or  it  may  have  been  from  consideration 
for  the  deponents — whom  the  popular  judgment  would  perhaps  havo 
voted  to  be  false  witnesses,  and  treated  accordingly.  That  it  waa 
not  because  they  would  have  failed  to  bear  out  the  oiRcial  story,  I 
infer  from  the  tenour  of  all  those  which  I  havo  seen.  For  though 
most  of  them  have  disappearrd,  a  few  havo  luckily  survived;  and 
that  these  at  least  might  liavc  been  cited  as  witnesses  every  way  un* 
exceptionable  in  confirmation  of  the  story  as  told  by  the  govern ment, 
the  reader  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  for  himself.  For  I 
have  thought  it  expediont  to  add  in  notes  or  in  an  appendix  as  manj 
of  them  as  I  havo  been  able  to  find,  bearing  either  way  upon  the 
matter  treated  of  in  the  text,  ^i  the  notes  1  have  extracted  the 
particular  passages  which  illustrate  particular  statements  in  the 
narrative.  But  the  letters  or  examinations  from  which  they  are 
taken  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  at  full  length. 
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A  DECLARATION  OF  TUB  DEMEANOR  AND  CARRIAQB  OF  SiK  WALTER 

HALEion,  Knioiit,  as  well  in  nis  votaoe  as  in  and  sithbncb 
ni8  retdkn  ;  and  of  the  true  motives  and  inducements 
WHICH  occasioned  his  majesty  to  proceed  in  doing  justice 
rroN  HIM,  AS  hath  reen  done.' 

Althoug:1i  Kin^s  })c  not  honnA  to  give  account  of  their  actions 
to  any  but  Ood  alone,  yet  such  are  his  AfajcAty's  proceed  in  ji^s  as 
he  hath  always  been  willing  to  bring  them  l)efore  sun  and  moon, 
and  careful  to  satisfy  all  hi^  good  people  >vith  his  intentions  and 
courses,  giving  as  well  to  future  times  as  to  the  present  true  and 
undisguised  declarations  of  them ;  .is  judging  that  for  actions 
not  well  foundcfl  it  is  advauttige  to  let  them  pass  in  uncertain 
rc|M)rts,  but  for  actions  that  are  built  u|)on  sure  and  solid 
grounds  (such  as  his  Majesty's  are),  it  lielongcth  to  them  to  l)c 
published  by  open  manifests :  Especially  his  Majesty  is  willing 
to  declare  and  manifest  to  the  world  his  proceedings  in  a  case  of 
such  a  nature  as  this  which  foUoweth  is;  since  it  not  only  con- 
cerns his  own  people,  but  also  a  foreign  prince  and  state  abroad. 

Accordingly  therefore,  for  that  which  conccrneth  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  late  executed  for  treason  (leaving  the  thoughts  of  his 
heart  and  the  protestations  that  he  made  at  his  death  to  God 
that  is  the  searcher  of  all  hearts  and  judge  of  all  truth),  his  Ma* 
jesty  hath  thought  fit  to  manifest  unto  the  world  how  things 
appeared  unto  himself,  and  u{)on  what  proofs  and  evident  matter, 
and  the  examination  of  the  commanders  that  were  employed 
with  him  in  the  voyage  (and  namely  of  those  which  Sir  Walter 
himself  by  his  own  letter  to  Secretary  Winwood  had  com- 
mended for  persons  of  s))ecial  worth  and  credit,  and  as  most  fit 
for  greater  employments),  his  Majesty's  proceedings  have  been 
grounded ;  whereby  it  will  evidently  appear  how  agreeable  they 
have  been  in  all  points  to  honour  and  justice. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh  having  been  condemned  of  high  treason 
at  his  Majesty's  entrance  into  this  kingdom,  and  by  the  space  of 
fourteen  years  by  his  Majesty's  princely  clemency  and  mercy 
not  only  spared  from  his  execution,  but  permitted  to  live  as  in 
iiberd  cusiodia  in  the  Tower,  and  to  enjoy  his  lands  and  living, 

*  London,  pnntf«l  by  Bonham  Norton  and  John  Bill,  printers  to  the  King's 
VMsl  noritont  Ifi^esty.    M.DO.XVIII. 
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till  all  WHS  by  law  evicted  from  him  upon  another  ground,  and 
not  by  forfeiture,  (which  notwithstanding,  his  Majesty  out  of  his 
abundant  grace  gave  him  a  competent  satisfaction  for  the  same) ; 
at  length  he  fell  u|K>n  an  enterprise  of  a  golden  mine  in  Guiana. 

This  proposition  of  his  was  presented  and  recommended  to  his 
Majesty  by  Sir  Ilalph  Winwood,  Secretary  of  State,  as  a  matter 
not  in  the  air  or  speculative,  but  real  and  of  certainty,  foi  that 
Sir  W.  Ilaleigh  had  seen  of  the  ore  of  the  mine  with  his  eyes, 
and  tried  the  richness  of  it.  It  is  true  that  his  Majesty  in  his 
own  princely  judgment  gave  no  belief  unto  it,  as  well  for  that  his 
Majesty  was  verily  |)ersnadod  that  in  nature  there  are  no  such 
mines  of  gold  entire,  as  they  deseri1)e(l  this  to  l)e ;  and  if  any 
such  had  been,  it  was  not  prolmble  that  the  Spaniards,  who  were 
so  industrious  in  the  chase  of  treasure,  would  have  neglected  it 
so  long ;  as  also  that  it  proceeded  from  the  iicrson  of  Sir  W. 
Raleigh,  invested  with  such  circumstances  both  of  his  disposition 
and  fortune.  Rut  nevertheless  Sir  W.  Raleigh  had  so  enchanted 
the  world  with  his  confident  asseveration  of  that  which  cvcrj 
man  was  willing  to  lielicvc,  as  his  Majesty's  honour  was  in  a 
manner  engaged  not  to  deny  unto  his  |icople  the  adventure  and 
hope  of  so  great  riches  to  be  sought  and  achieved  at  the  charge 
of  voluntaries ;  especially  for  that  it  stood  with  his  Majesty'a 
politic  and  magnanimous  courses  in  these  his  flourishing  times 
of  i)eace  to  nourish  and  encourage  noble  and  generous  enter- 
prises for  plantations,  discoveries,  and  opening  of  new  trades. 

Hereupon  the  late  Spanish  Amliasnador,  the  Count  de  Oondo- 
mar,  took  great  alarm,  and  represented  unto  his  Majesty  by 
loud  and  vehement  assertions  upon  iterated  audiences  that  he 
knew  and  had  discovered  the  intention  and  enterprise  of  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  to  he  but  hostile  and  piratical,  and  tending  to 
the  breach  of  the  peace  iKtween  the  two  Crowns,  and  danger 
and  destruction  of  the  King  his  master's  subjects  in  those  parts ; 
protesting  in  a  sort  against  the  same.  To  which  his  Migesty'a 
answer  always  was,  that  he  would  send  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  with  a 
limited  commission,  and  that  he  durst  not  n|K>n  peril  of  his  head 
attempt  any  such  matter ;  and  if  he  did  he  would  surely  do  justice 
u|x>n  him,  or  send  him  bound  hand  and  foot  into  Spain,  and  all 
the  gold  and  goods  he  should  obtain  by  robbery  and  bring  home, 
were  they  never  so  great.  And  for  further  caution  his  Migesty 
enjoined  Secretary  Winwood  to  urge  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  upon 

VOL.  YI,  2  0 
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his  conscience  and  allogiancc  to  his  Majesty  to  deal  plainly,  and 
express  himself  whether  he  had  any  other  intention  but  only 
to  go  to  those  golden  mines  in  Guiana;  which  he  not  only 
solemnly  protested  unto  the  said  Sir  Ralph  AVinwood,  but  by  him 
writ  a  close  letter  to  his  Majesty,  containing  a  solemn  profession 
thereof,  confirmed  with  many  vehement  asseverations,  and  that 
he  never  meant  or  would  commit  any  outrages  or  spoils  upon 
the  King  of  Spain's  subjects.  But  notwithstanding  his  Majesty 
acquainted  the  Spanish  ambassador  with  this  his  protestation,  yet 
the  said  amliassador  would  never  recede  from  his  former  jealousy 
and  importuning  his  Majesty  to  stay  his  voyage,  alleging  that 
the  great  number  of  ships  that  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  pre- 
pared for  that  voyage  shewed  manifestly  that  he  had  no  such 
peaceable  intent;  and  offering  (upon  Sir  Walter ' Raleigh  his 
answer  thereunto,  that  those  ships  were  only  provided  for  his 
safe  convoy)  that  if  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  would  go  with  one  or 
two  ships  only  to  seek  the  said  mine,  that  he  would  move  the 
King  of  Spain  to  send  two  or  three  ships  with  him  back  again 
for  his  safe  convoy  hither  with  all  his  gold ;  and  the  said  ambas- 
sador's person  to  remain  here  in  pledge  for  the  King  his  master 
his  performance  thereof.  But  such  were  the  constant  fair  offers 
of  the  said  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  specious  promises,  as  his 
^lajcsty  in  the  end  rejected  the  importunate  suit  of  the  said 
S|iauish  ambassador  for  his  stay,  and  resolved  to  let  him  go;^ 

>  I  am  indebtod  to  Mr.  Oartliiior  for  toino  notes  from  Simancttf  which  fully 
confirm  thin  part  of  the  i^torf.  *'  In  a  letter  of  the  2(]  of  September,  1616  **  [23 
Auf^t  acci»rri in|i;  to  KngUtli  ivckoning],  Sanniento  writes  that  W.  RAlcigh,  'being 
a  prisoner  in  Kn^land  for  a  crime  of  hif;h  trcaion,  hail  proposed  to  that  King  bv 
means  of  some  of  his  supporterp,  that  ho  should  be  set  at  liberty,  and  that  he  with 
his  kinsmen  and  friends  should  make  a  fleet  and  gu  to  Guiana  near  the  rirer 
Orinoco,  where  he  said  that  thera  was  a  mine  of  gold,  which  had  not  been  dis* 
coTcrMl  hx  any  one,  and  was  not  his  Majesty's  [i.e,  the  King  of  Spain's]  but  rerjf 
iliata»tfr9m  kit  /«f N(f«,  and  that  he  would  try  to  take  it.  And  that  the  Count 
\tm\  spoken  to  that  King  and  to  his  Couneillors,  and  had  tried  to  persuade  them 
not  to  admit  of  this  ciiKnliliou,  because  all  that  )virt  about  the  rirer  Oriiioeo  was 
his  Majesty's.  That  that  King  had  assnrcd  him  that  ho  would  not  touch  what 
was  hi»  Majesty's,  and  tliat  he  would  giro  him  respectable  persons  to  accompany 
liim,  wlio  would  not  allow  him  to  do  what  lie  ought  not ;  and  that  he  had  not  been 
able  to  obtain  more.  And  he  sent  with  Uiis  letter  a  copy  of  the  project  which 
Waller  gare,  and  also  a  relation  of  the  preporations  he  made,  and  the  designs 
which  lie  understood  liim  to  hare  formed,  una  of  that  which  could  be  done  there 
to  hinder  tliem.*    lie  also  sent  a  copy  of  Baleigh's  Commission." 

On  tlie  IXth  of  October  [2d  0. 8.]  Sanniento  writes  **  tliat  that  King  had  assured 
him  that  Walter  sliould  not  go  forth  without  giving  security  that  lie  would  do  no 
harm  to  aqy  of  his  Majesty's  subjects.** 

On  the  aoth  [80th]  of  Nf^rembnr  **8armiento  had  again  spoken  to  the  King 
•ad  hit  OowiciUon  about  thai  eipedHioii»  tfying  to  bnng  them  not  to  allow  it| 
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but  thcrcvithal  took  order  both  that  he  and  all  thope  thai  went 
ill  kiA  company  should  find  ;;ood  ncctirity  to  behave  thenuBclTcs 
|K*acrably  towanls  all  hi»  Majesty's  friends  and  allies,  and  to 
oliM;r%'c  strictly  all  the  articles  of  the  ooiumission,  which  his 
Majesty  for  that  cause  hail  the  greater  care  to  have  it  wcU  and 
clearly  penned  and  set  down.  And  that  his  Majesty's  honcat 
intention  may  herein  the  better  ap|icar,  the  words  of  the  com- 
mission  are  herein  inserted,  as  follows. 

Jsmet  by  the  grace  of  God,  ete.  To  all  to  whom  UieM  pivseiiU  ihsll 
cone  to  be  md  beard  or  seen,  and  to  every  of  theai,  [{nwtiiig.  Whereas 
Sir  W.  Kaleigh,  Knight,  intendelh  to  undertake  a  voyage  by  aea  and 
shipping  nnto  the  south  part«  of  America,  or  elsewhere  within  America, 
pOMCKsed  and  inhabited  by  beat  hen  and  savage  people,  to  the  end  to  dis- 
cover and  find  out  some  eomrooditiex  and  mcrchandinen  in  thoae  countries 
that  be  necessary  and  profitable  for  the  subjects  of  these  our  kingdoms 
and  dominions,  whereof  the  inbsbitaiita  there  nuke  little  or  no  use  or 
estimation;  whereupon  also  may  en^ue  by  tnule  and  commerce  scmie  pro* 
pagation  of  the  Christian  Faith  and  rcfonaed  religion  amongst  those 
savage  and  idolatrous  ]K»oplo  :  And  whereas  we  are  credibly  informed  tliat 
there  are  divers  merchants  and  owners  of  ships  and  others  well  disposed 
to  assist  the  said  Sir  Walter  llaleigh  in  this  his  enterprise,  had  they  sufli- 
cient  assurance  to  enjoy  their  due  parts  of  the  profits  returned  (in  res|M*ct  of 
the  ]H»ril  of  law  wherein  the  said  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  now  staudelh) :  And 
whereas  also  we  are  informed  that  divers  other  gentlemen,  the  kinsmen 
and  friends  of  the  said  Sir  Walter  Kaleigh,  and  divers  captains  and  other 
commanders  are  also  desirous  to  follow  him  and  to  adventure  their  lives 
with  him  in  this  his  journey,  so  as  thoy  might  bo  commanded  by  no  other 
than  himself: 

with  Jtrj  strong  ren«ons  and  arguments,  and  thej  had  answorsd  him  in  ths  same 
wsv  as  Dcforo." 

On  the  Cth  of  April  [27  March]  1017,  "  Sarmiento  writes  '  thst  Walter  is  just 
about  to  start,  and  t)iat  upon  this  occaBion  ho  had  sgnin  spoken  to  tlio  King  about 
the  said  rxiwdition,  siid  that  ho  showed  himself  annojrcd,  saying  to  him  that  if 
thcT  tried  to  orrrthrow  it,  all  the  kingflom  would  sprak  against  it.  Yet  ho  would 
summon  his  Council  to  sco  if  it  could  bo  orerthrown.  And  liaring  summoned  it 
tlio  King  himself  put  forwitrd  tho  itirotirmiriici*s  of  that  cipcdition.  But  Walter 
}in<l  so  many  supporters  in  the  Council  that  tliev  all  hdiuHl  hint,  ottvnnn  to  tho 
Kinf^  security  that  ho  would  do  no  honn  in  his  ilajcvty's  lands,  and  the  Count  of 
Ooudomar  sent  a  copv  of  that  which  ho  had  written  in  this  matter  to  tiie  Kinff  of 
Knfcland,  and  to  his  farourito  Don  Ooorgc  Villiers,  and  to  the  flocretary  of  State 
Don  Tlionias  Lake )  all  of  which  was  to  urge  the  o%'crthrowinff  of  tho  expedition, 
representing  its  inconTenienoes,  and  tlu>  oblij^ation  under  which  they  puoed  his 
Majesty  [the  King  of  Spain]  to  chastise  Walter  Raleigh,  wherever  he  might  be 
found. 

**  And  in  his  letter  of  the  7th  of  April  [28  March]  lie  states  that  Winwood 
hod  boon  to  speak  to  him  on  behalf  of  that  King,  and  to  satisfy  him  with  tlia 
same  reasons  as  b^sfore,  and  he  shewed  him  the  memorial  whioh  Walter  gari^ 
and  the  oertifioate  which  lio  made  of  his  ships,  which  wars  sevsn,  and  the  aseurity 
which  ho  gave  to  do  no  hann." 

2  c  2 
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Enow  yc  that  we,  upon  deliberate  consideration  had  of  the  premisses, 
being  desirous  hj  all  ways  and  means  to  work  and  procure  the  benefit 
and  jfood  of  our  lorinfi;  subjects,  and  to  giro  our  princely  furtherance  to 
the  said  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  his  friends  and  associates  herein,  to  the  en- 
couragement of  others  in  the  like  laudable  journeys  and  enterprises  to  bo 
hereafter  prosecuted  and  pursued;  and  especially  in  advancement  and 
furtherance  as  well  of  the  conversion  of  savage  people  as  of  the  increase 
of  the  trade  traffic  and  merchandises  used  by  oiur  subjects  of  this  our 
kingdom,  being  most  famous  throughout  all  nations :  of  our  special  grace, 
certain  knowletlge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted,  and  by 
these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  do  give  and  grant  unto  the 
said  Sir  W.  Raleigh  full  power  and  authority  and  free  licence  and  liberty 
out  of  this  our  realm  of  England  or  any  other  our  dominions  to  have 
carry  take  and  lead  for  and  towards  his  intended  voyage  into  the  said  south 
;iart8  or  other  parts  of  America  (possessed  and  inhabited  as  aforesaid), 
and  to  travel  thither,  all  such  and  so  mcny  of  our  loving  subjects  or  any 
others  strangers  that  will  become  our  loving  subjects,  and  live  under  our 
obeisance  and  allegiance,  as  shall  willingly  accompany  him,  with  suilicient 
•hipping,  armour,  weapons,  ordinance,  munition,  powder,  shot,  habili- 
ments, victuals,  and  such  wares  and  merchandises  as  are  esteemed  by 
the  wild  people  in  those  parts,  clothing,  implements,  furniture,  cattle, 
horses,  and  marcs,  and  all  other  such  things  as  he  shall  think  most  neces- 
sary for  his  voyage,  and  for  the  use  and  defence  of  him  and  his  company, 
and  trade  with  the  people  there ;  and  in  passing  and  returning  to  and 
fro;  and  in  those  parts  to  give  away,  sell,  barter,  exchange,  or  otherwise 
dispose  of  the  same  goods  merchandises  and  premisses,  to  the  most  l)enefit, 
and  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  said  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  and  his  com- 
pany and  such  other  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  adventurers  or  asf^istants 
with  or  unto  him  in  this  his  intended  voyage  ;  and  from  thence  to  return, 
import,  convey  and  bring  into  this  our  kingdom  or  any  other  our  domi- 
nions such  gold,  silver,  bullion,  or  any  other  wares  and  merchandises  or 
commodities  whatsoever,  as  they  shall  think  most  (it  and  convenient ;  and 
the  same  being  so  returned,  imported,  conveyed  and  brought  into  this  our 
kingdom  or  any  other  our  dominions,  to  have,  take,  keep,  retain  and  con- 
vert to  the  only  proper  use  benefit  and  behoof  of  the  said  Sir  W.  Raleigh 
and  his  said  company  and  other  persons  adventurers  and  assistants  with 
or  to  him  in  this  voyage,  without  the  let,  interruption,  molestation,  and 
disturbance  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  or  any  the  officers  or  ministers 
of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  whatsoever  $  paying  and  answering  unt4)  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  the  full  fifth  part  in  five  parts  to  be  divided  of 
all  sueh  gold  and  silver  and  bullion  and  ore  of  gold  or  silver  and  pearl 
and  preeious  stone,  as  shall  be  so  imported,  over  and  besides  and  together 
with  such  customs,  subsidies,  and  other  duties  as  shall  be  due  for  or  in 
respect  of  any  other  goods,  wares,  or  merchandises  whatsoever  to  be  im- 
ported by  the  true  meaning  of  these  presents.  And  to  the  end  the  said 
Sir  W,  Baleigh  may  be  the  more  encouraged  to  go  forward  in  this  his 
enterprise  and  all  our  loving  subjects  desirous  to  be  adventurers  with  him 
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or  awistant  unto  him  may  be  the  more  ineitod  to  further  his  procecdini^ 
we  do  hereby  in  rcrbo  rcsfio  for  ut  our  heim  and  succeston  corcnant  pro- 
miac  and  ^rani  to  and  with  the  said  Sir  W.  KalcJKh  aud  all  other  por»on« 
that  shall  aceompauy  him  or  to  be  attendant  u|m>ii  him  or  to  be  adrcuturers 
or  ami  slants  with  or  to  him  in  this  his  royage,  that  no  gold,  siWer,  goodii. 
waiVK  or  merchandises  wliatsocTer  or  of  what  kind  or  sort  soerer,  by  him 
or  them  or  any  of  them  to  be  ini|M>rted  into  this  our  kingdom  of  England 
or  any  other  our  dominions  from  any  the  said  south  or  other  parta  of 
America  (|ioesessed  or  inhabiwd  as  aforesaid)  shall  bo  attached  aeixed  or 
taken  by  us  our  heirs  or  successors  or  to  the  use  of  us,  our  hoirs  or  sue- 
ccsM>rs,  or  b^*  any  tho  oificcrs  or  ministers  of  us,  our  heirs  or  suceesson 
whatsocTor;  but  that  tho  same  and  every  of  them  (the  (Ulh  pari  of  tho 
said  gold  silver  or  bullion  and  ore  of  gold  and  silver  and  pearl  and  pre- 
cious stone,  and  other  tho  customs  and  duties  aforesaid  boing  truly  answered 
and  paid)  shall  be  and  remain  to  the  sole  and  proper  use  and  behoof  of 
tlie  said  Sir  W.  Itaieigh  and  his  said  ooni|)any  and  such  persons  as  sliall 
be  adventurers  with  him  or  assistant  to  him  in  this  his  voyage ;  any  law, 
statute,  act  of  Parliament,  proclamation,  provision,  or  restraint,  or  any 
right,  title,  or  claim  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  or  any  other  matter 
or  thing  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding.    And 
further  of  our  more  especial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion, 
we  do  hereby  for  us,  our  heirs  and  Kuccessors  ordain  constitute  and  appoint 
the  said  Sir  W.  Raleigh  to  be  the  solo  governor  and  commander  of  all 
persons  that  shall  travel  or  Ins  with  him  in  the  said  voyago  to  the  said 
south  or  other  |>arts  of  America  (so  possessed  aud  inhabited  as  aforesaid) 
or  in  returning  from  thence.    Aud  we  do  hereby  give  unto  him  full  power 
and  authority  to  correct,  punish,  pardon,  govern  and  rule  them  or  any  of 
them,  according  to  such  orders,  ordinances,  constitutions,  directions  and 
instructions  as  by  the  said  Sir  W»  Raleigh  shall  be  from  time  to  time 
established,  as  well  in  cases  ca))ital  and  criminal  as  civil,  both  marino  and 
other ;  so  always  as  the  said  statutes  ordinances  and  proceedings  (as  near 
as  cunvcnieutly  may  be)  be  agreeable  to  tho  laws,  statutes,  government 
and  policy  of  this  our  realm  of  England  and  not  against  tho  true  ChiisUan 
faith  now  professed  in  the  Church  of  England.    And  because  that  in  such 
and  the  like  enterprises  and  voyages  great  inconTcniences  have  grown  by 
the  mutinous  and  disorderly  carriage  of  tho  mariners  and  sailors  employed 
in  the  same,  for  want  of  KUlItrient  authority  to  punish  them  according  to 
their  ofleuccs,  we  do  therefore  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs,  and 
successors,  give  full  power  and  authority  to  the  said  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
in  case  of  rcliellion  or  mutiny  by  sea  or  land,  to  use  and  exereiso  martial 
law  (upon  just  ground  and  apparent  necessity)  in  aa  large  and  ample 
manner  as  our  Lieutenant  General  by  sea  or  land,  or  our  Lieutenants  in 
our  counties  within  our  realm  of  England  hare  had  or  ought  to  havo  by 
force  of  theiir  commission  of  lieutenancy.    And  we  do  further  by  theao 
presents  give  full  power  and  authority  to  the  said  Sir  Walter  Saleigh  to 
coUeet  nominate  and  appoint  such  captains  and  other  inferior  comroandon 
and  miniBters  under  him  as  shall  bo  requisite  for  tho  bettor  cidering  and 
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gorernmont  of  his  company  and  the  good  of  the  Toyago.  And  further 
we  do  by  thcio  presents  for  us.  our  heirs  and  successors,  straightly  charge 
and  command  the  Warden  of  our  Cinque-ports,  and  all  the  customers, 
comptrollers,  surreyors,  searchers,  waiters,  and  other  oiBcers  and  ministers 
of  us  our  heirs  and  successors  for  the  time  being  that  they  and  every  of 
them  do  quietly  {icrmit  and  Kuflfer  the  said  Sir  Walter  Baleigh  and  all 
person  and  persons  that  shall  be  willing  to  trarel  and  adventure  with 
him  in  this  Toyage  with  their  ships,  munition,  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandises whatsoever  out  of  this  our  realm  or  any  other  our  dominions 
to  pass  into  the  said  south  or  other  parts  of  America  (possessed  and 
inhabited  as  aforesaid)  and  from  thcnoe  to  return  and  import  into  this  our 
realm  or  any  othor  our  dominions  any  goods  wares  or  merchandises  what* 
pwrer,  and  there  to  sell  or  otherwise  to  dispose  of  the  same  to  the  best 
benefit  and  advantage,  and  to  the  only  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  Sir 
Walter  Kaleigh  and  his  company,  and  such  other  persons  as  shall  be 
adventurers  with  him  in  thia  voyage,  paying  the  fifth  part  of  all  gold  and 
silver,  bullion,  and  ore  of  gold  and  silver,  and  of  pearl  and  precious  stone 
imported,  and  other  the  customs  and  duties  aforesaid.  And  these  presents 
or  the  inroUment  thereof  shall  be  unto  the  said  Warden  of  the  Cinque* 
ports,  customers,  comptrollers,  and  other  the  officers  and  ministers  afore* 
said  for  the  time  being  a  suilicient  warrant  and  discharge  in  that  behalf. 
And  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  by  these  presents  for  us  our  heirs  and 
successors  we  do  grant  unto  the  said  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  that  these  our 
letters  patents  or  the  inroUment  thereof,  and  all  and  singular  grants, 
clauses,  and  things  therein  contained,  shall  be  firm,  strong,  sufOcient  and 
effectual  in  law,  according  to  our  gracious  pleasure  and  meaning  herein 
expressed ;  any  law,  statute,  act,  provision,  ordinance  or  restraint,  or  any 
other  matter  or  thing  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 
Although  express  mention,  etc.  In  witness  whereof,  etc.  Witness  our 
self  at  Westminster,  the  six  and  twentieth  day  of  August,  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  our  reign  of  England,  Franco  and  Ireland,  and  of  Scotland 
tlM  fiftieth. 

Ttr  br9ve  deprivaio  siffiUo, 

This  oommiMion  so  drawn  and  framed  (as  you  sec)  his 
Majesty  himself  did  oft  peruse  and  revise/  as  foreseeing  the 

*  There  is  a  copy  of  this  commission  at  the  Recofd  OdSee  on  parchment,  with 
Bacon's  certificate,  which  is  as  follows  {— 

It  may  please  your  cicollent  M. 
This  eotitaineth  your  M.*s  commission  unto  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  Knt,  to  travel 
and  take  with  him  into  the  south  imrts  and  other  parts  of  America,  ^xMsessed  and 
inhabited  by  heathen  and  sa?o^  people,  niieli  persons  as  shall  be  willing  to  go  and 
adventure  themselres  with  him,  with  sufllcient  shipping,  armour,  bosses,  wares 
and  merchandises  as  shall  be  necessary  for  their  )oumey,  as  weU  for  the  better 
inerrase  of  the  trade  of  merrhaiidtso  of  this  kingilom,  as  by  conversation  and 
eommefte  to  dmw  those  savage  and  idolatrous  people  to  the  true  worship  of  Ood. 

It  Boakcth  him  also  solo  commander  of  those  that  go  with  him,  and  gives  him 
power  to  elect  and  appoint  csplaius  and  under  oflleers  for  the  better  ordering  and 
government  of  the  oompany  and  the  good  of  the  voyafs,  and  in  case  of  rsbollioQ 
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future  ercnts;  the  tenor  whereof  appearcth  to  be  so  far  from 
giving  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  warrant  or  colour  to  invade  any  of  the 
territories  oceupato  and  posacssed  by  the  Spaniards,  as  it  tended 
to  a  direction  ratlier  of  commerce  than  spoil  even  towards  the 
savages  themselves.  And  the  better  to  contain  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  and  to  hold  him  u|x>n  his  good  lichaviour,  his  Majesty 
denied  (though  much  sued  unto  for  the  same)  to  grant  him 
pardon  for  his  former  treasons,  both  to  disauthonse  him  witli 
tliosc  that  were  under  his  command  (in  ease  he  should  attempt 
to  exceed  his  commission)  and  to  reserve  him  to  the  justice  of 
the  law  if  by  new  oflbnccs  he  should  make  himself  indign  ol 
former  mercies.  And  as  for  the  good  security  which  his  Majesty 
ordered  to  be  taken  for  their  goo<l  and  peaceable  behaviour  in 
the  voyage,  his  Majesty  never  heard  anything  to  the  contrary 
but  that  it  was  ficrformed,  till  they  were  n|)on  their  |iarting ;  and 
then  it  was  told  him  that  every  one  of  the  princi|ials  that  were  I 

in  the  voyage  had  put  in  security  one  for  another,  which  if  his 
Majesty  had  known  in  time  he  would  never  have  accepted  of. 

But  howsoever  the  commission  was  {x^nucd,  and  whatsoever 
the  cautions  were  which  his  Majesty  intended  or  used,  and 
whatsoever  the  protestations  and  promises  were  that  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  made  or  exhibited,  it  ap|)eareth  plainly  by  the  whole 
sequel  of  his  actions  that  he  went  his  own  way  and  had  his  own 
ends ;  first,  to  procure  his  liberty,  and  then  to  make  new  fortunes 
for  himself,  easting  a)>road  only  this  tale  of  the  mine  as  a  lure 
to  get  adventurers  and  followers ;  having  in  his  eye  the  Mexico 
fleet,  the  sacking  and  spoil  of  towns  planted  with  Spaniards^ 

or  mutiny,  upon  jutt  ground  and  apparent  nrcessif  jr  to  um  martial  law ;  which 
clauto  hath  been  uaod  to  be  inacrtod  in  patents  or  like  diicoTciy  and  adrenture. 

There  it  herein  re8cr?c<l  to  Your  Ma*'  and  your  heir*  and  fueeepwom  as  well 
tlio  fii\h  part  of  all  gold  and  mUer,  pearl  and  preeious  stone,  as  aiw)  all  eustoma^ 
■ubsidics,  and  duties  duo  for  wares  and  nicrcliandises  inqmrted  from  thoM)  |Mirts. 

Your  M.  doth  also  hereby  promise  in  Perho  regio  that  the  said  Sir  Walter  an^ 
his  company,  and  all  that  adrenturo  with  him,  shall  c|uietiy  otuov  such  goods  «» 
they  shall  import )  which  is  desired  in  ivs])ect  of  the  peril  of  law  whcrnn  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  standeth. 

Signified  to  be  by  your  Ha*r«  pleasure  by  Mr.  Secretary  Winwood. 

Fb.  Bacost* 

The  document  beara  James*s  sign-manual,  and  agrees  exactly  with  tlie  printed 
copy,  except  that  it  does  not  contain  the  witnessing  clause  at  the  end,  wUielk 
includes  the  date.  There  is  no  dale  on  the  face  of  the  parchment :  but  in  llio  «it« 
dorsoinent  it  is  daU«d  the  28th  of  July :  being,  I  pn«aunw,  the  dav  on  whidi  it  w«« 
TOtunied  with  the  King's  signature  at  the  top{  which  »aa  tlie  autliorily  f;^ 
making  out  the  QNnmistion  in  duo  form.  The  28th  of  July  was  the  day  <^ 
which  it  was  mttMt  the  26th  of  August  the  day  on  which  it  was  signed,  wmlecl, 
and  delirered. 
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the  depredation  of  diijis,  and  such  other  purchase ;  and  making 
account  that  if  he  returned  rich  he  would  ransom  his  offences 
(little  looking  into  the  nature  and  character  of  his  Majesty's 
justice  and  goTcrument) ;  and  if  otherwise,  he  would  seek  his  for- 
tune by  flight  and  new  enterprises  in  sonic  foreign  country. 

In  execution  therefore  of  these  iiis  designs,  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  carrying  the  reputation  of  an  active  witty  and  valiant 
gentleman  and  especially  of  a  great  commander  at  sea,  by  the 
inticement  of  this  golden  bait  of  the  mine,  and  the  estimation  of 
his  own  name,  drew  unto  him  many  brave  captains  and  other 
knights  and  gentlemen  of  great  blood  and  worth  to  hazard  and 
adventure  their  lives  and  the  whole  or  a  great  part  of  their 
estates  and  fortunes  in  this  his  voyage :  whose  ruins  and  decays 
following  remain  as  sad  and  grievous  relics  and  monuments  of 
his  unfortunate  journey  and  unfaithful  proceedings. 

But  before  he  went  from  London,  he  was  not  so  reserved,  nor 
so  constant  unto  his  pretence  of  tlie  mine,  but  that  some  sparks 
brake  forth  of  that  light  which  afterwards  appeared.  For  he 
cast  forth  some  words  to  some  particular  friends  of  his  company, 
.  That  he  knew  a  town  in  those  parts  upon  which  he  could  make 
a  saving  voyage  in  Tobacco,  though  there  were  no  other  spoil.^ 
Nevertheless  to  make  the  better  faith  of  that  he  had  given  out 
touching  the  mine,  he  promised  his  company  at  London  that 
when  he  came  to  Plymouth  he  would  take  a  great  company  of 
piouers  out  of  the  west  (where  best  workmen  are  of  that  kind), 
and  he  maintained  this  his  pretence  so  far  as  he  billeted  the 
said  pioners  for  several  ships ;  but  when  he  came  into  the  west 
this  vanished.  For  it  is  testified  of  all  parts,  and  by  himself 
confessed,  that  he  carried  none  at  all,  excusing  it  that  there  were 
many  other  tall  men  of  the  mariners  and  common  soldiers  that 
he  would  have  made  fall  to  work ;  which  is  a  slender  excuse  of 
omitting  so  principal  a  point.  As  for  pickaxes,  mattocks,  and 
shoveb  for  the  working  of  the  mine,  it  is  true  he  carried  some 

*  See  tlie  eiamination  of  Captain  Roger  North,  taken  before  the  Lords  at 
WhitehaU,  17  Sent.  1618.  (Harl  MSS.  6ai6.  f.  67.)  "  Being  aaked  whether  it 
did  appear  nnto  him  this  eiam**  that  Sir  W.  Raleigh  had  foreknowledge  that  the 
ooiintiy  of  Oaiana  wliere  the  mine  waa  waa  inlaabited  by  Spaniards ;  he  saith  tliat 
it  waa  moat  manilett  that  he  did;  for  that  he  this  exam**  heard  Sir  W.  Raleigh 
saj  before  he  went  from  London,  that  he  knew  a  phiee  wliere  they  might  make  a 
saving  voyage  in  tobaoeo  i  and  tliat  he  had  heard  him  also  say  as  thepr  were  on 
the  voyage,  that  if  they  conld  aorprise  the  Town  on  the  river  Orenoque  they  might 
bt  mm  of  ibrty  tliovsuid  pounds  weight  or  worth  of  tobaeoo.** 
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•mall  quantity  for  a  sliow^  but  by  the  judgrocut  of  all  that  were 
in  his  company  nothing  near  sufiicient  for  that  which  had  been 
requiffttc  for  the  working  of  the  mine,  whieh  he  exeused  only  by 
saying  that  his  men  never  saw  them  unpacked,  and  that  the 
mine  was  not  past  a  foot  and  a  half  underground. 

After,  when  he  was  once  at  sea,  he  did  not  much  labour  to 
nourish  and  maintain  the  liclief  that  he  meant  to  make  his 
voyage  upon  the  profit  of  the  mine,  but  fell  a  degree,  as  if  it  were 
sufficient  to  bring  home  certainty  and  visible  proof  that  suck  a 
mine  there  was,  though  he  brought  not  the  riches  of  it  For 
soon  after  his  setting  forth  from  Ireland  ^  he  profemed  that  if 
he  brought  home  but  a  handful  or  basketful  of  ore,  to  shew  tlie 
King,  he  cared  for  no  more,  for  it  was  enough  to  save  his  credit ; 
and  being  charged  therewith,  he  confessed  the  spcecli,  with  this 
argument  and  inference,  that  if  there  had  Ix^u  but  a  handful 
of  the  mine,  it  followed  there  was  a  mine  to  lie  confessed ;  as 
if  so  many  ships,  so  many  lives  of  men,  such  chargi:  of  pro- 
visions, aud  such  an  honourable  commission,  hail  lx,*cn  but  for  an 
experiment. 

About  the  same  time  likewise  he  began  to  forget  his  commis- 
sion as  well  as  his  pretences  of  the  mine ;  for  he  did  declare 
himself  to  divers  of  his  company  that  he  meant  to  take  St. 
Thome,  and  that  ho  would  make  his  voyage  good  upon  that 
town,  for  that  it  was  very  rich  ;*  so  as  where  it  was  blown  abroad 
that  the  assault  of  St.  Thome  was  inforccd  by  a  kind  of  noocssityf 
for  that  our  troops  were  first  assailed,  it  appeareth  manifestly 
both  by  his  speech  at  London  of  a  town  indefinitely,  and  by  this 
his  speech  early  in  his  voyage  at  sea  of  St.  Thome  by  namc^ 
that  it  was  an  original  design  of  his  from  the  beginning ;  and 
yet  it  is  confessed  by  all  that  the  parts  of  Guiana  where  St. 
Thome  was  situate  were  planted  by  SfKiniards,  who  hail  divers 
towns  in  the  same  tract,  with  some  Indians  intermixed  that  arc 
their  vassals ;  so  as  it  is  plain  both  place  and  persons  were  out 
of  his  commission. 

*  I  li«Te  not  found  the  dc^KMiiion  in  which  this  i*  aUUfd ;  but  Otptain  North 
statoi  tliat  he  uiad  this  language  mdw  tlie  return  from  the  mine.  **  Alter  their 
iTtum  from  seeking  the  mine,  he  heard  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  mj  that  if  tliere  had 
been  a  mine  thej  could  not  have  made  any  great  adraatage  or  profit  of  it  at 
that  time,  but  that  he,  the  said  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  went  to  brine  an  eiample  oC 
it  to  laTe  hi*  ercdit  with  the  King  and  the  Lords,  which  was  his  chief  desire." 

'  See  Oiptain  North's  examination,  quoted  in  note,  last  page. 
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And  tbat  this  wan  well  known  to  him,  it  appears  notably  in  a 
letter  of  his  own  hand,  written  since  his  return  from  this  voyage,^ 
wherein  he  complains  that  the  Spaniards  of  the  same  place  did 
murder  divers  of  his  men  which  came  in  peace  to  trade  with 
them,  some  seven  years  past ;  neither  doth  he  in  that  letter  any 
way  decline  his  knowledge  that  those  parts  were  inhabited  by  the 
Spaniards/  but  stands  upon  a  former  title  which  he  would  needs 
now  have  strengthened  by  a  new  possession ;  notwithstanding  that 
this  his  pretence  is  no  way  compctible  with  his  commission,  and 
that  himself  before  his  going  never  made  overture  or  allegation 
of  any  such  pretext,  nor  so  much  as  intimated  or  insinuated  any 
such  design  or  purpose. 

Again,  before  he  came  to  the  Islands  he  made  no  difficulty  to 
tell  many  in  express  terms  that  he  meant  to  surprise  and  set 
upon  the  Mexico  fleet,  though  sometimes  he  would  qualify  it,  by 
saying,  IJ  aUfaiied,  or  (/*  Ike  action  of  the  mine  were  defeated? 

And  Sir  Walter  llaleigh  himself  lieing  charged  with  these 
speeches,  confessed  the  words,  but  saith  that,  in  time,  they  were 
spoken  after  the  action  of  the  mine  was  defeated :  and  that  it  was 
propounded  by  him  to  the  end  to  keep  his  men  together,  and  if 
he  spake  it  before,  it  was  but  discourse  at  large. 

After,  when  he  began  to  be  upon  the  approaches  of  his  pre- 
tended design  of  the  mine,  and  was  come  to  Trinidad,  he  fell 
sick  in  some  extremity  and  in  doubt  of  life  (as  was  thought) :  at 
what  time  he  was  moved  by  some  principal  persons  about  him 
upon  two  points,  in  case  he  should  decease :  The  one,  that  he 
would  nominate  a  general  to  succeed  him ;  The  other  that  he 
would  give  some  direction  for  prosecution  of  the  action  of  the 
mine.  To  the  first  he  made  answer  that  his  commission  could 
not  be  set  over,  and  therefore  left  them  to  agree  of  that  among 
themselves :  but  for  the  mine,  he  professed  ho  could  give  them 

'  Lctt«T  to  (Vcorgo  Lord  Oarpw  of  Clopton  (nftanrarcli  Earl  of  ToCnn). 
EdwanU*!  Life  of  Kalegli.  Vol.  il  p.  375.  "  Yen,  thoM  lety  Spaniardi  which 
w«  moountrrvd  at  Ht.  Thome  did  of  late  yean  murder  36  of  Mr.  Hair*  men,  of 
London,  and  mine,**  rte. 

'  **  It  it  true  that  though  I  acquainted  his  M.  willi  my  intent  to  land  in 
Ottiana,  ^et  I  ncrer  made  it  known  to  hit  M.  that  the  Spaniarrli  had  anj  footing 
thera,  neither  had  I  anv  aiilhoritT  by  my  patent  to  remoro  tlie  Spaniard*  from 
thence;  and  therefore  hi«  M.  had  no  interest  in  the  attempt  of  8t.  Thome  by  any 
feeeknowledi^  tlierrof  in  hi*  M.  But  knowing  hit  Majetty't  title  to  the  country 
to  be  the  betC,"  etc.    U.ihid. 

'  **  And  being  confronted  with  Gaptaina  St  Leger  and  Pennington,  oonfeated  that 
ho  propoMd  the  taking  of  Uie  Meiioo  fleet  if  the  mine  failed.*'  Sir  Juliut  Cmar't 
of  the  trial  befofv  the  CommittioBera,  qiwtwl  in  §  7,  p.  S67. 
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no  direction ;  and  stayed  not  there,  but  told  them  there  was 
another  course  (which  he  did  particularise  unto  them  to  be  a 
Frcucli  commission)  whereby  they  might  do  themselves  most 
good  upon  the  Spaniards.' 

When  be  was  upon  recovery,  he  despatched*  the  laud-forces 
pretended  for  the  miue,  and  had  designed  Captain  Scntleger  to 
command  in  that  expedition :  but  by  reason  of  Sentlcger's  iu- 
firmity  at  that  time,  he  resorted  to  his  kinsman  Captain  George 
Ilaleigh,  who  was  bis  Sergeant  Major;  in  whose  written  com- 
mission which  he  gave  him,  he  was  wary  enough  not  to  express 
the  taking  of  St.  Thom^,  but  only  inserted  a  clause  of  com- 
mandmcnt,  That  they  should  in  all  thingB  obey  him  oi  they  would 
do  to  himself  in  person ;  yet  in  private  directions  and  instruc- 
tions, he  did  open  himself  to  divers  of  his  company  that  in  case 
they  should  not  receive  some  advertisement  that  the  town  was 
reinforced  by  new  supplies  of  men  (whereby  the  cntcriirisc  miglit 
be  of  too  great  hazard  for  their  number)  they  should  take  the 
town  first,  telling  them  that  the  mine  was  but  three  miles  dis- 
tant short  of  the  town,  and  inferring  (as  Kemish  expounded  it 
aflcrwards)^  that  it  was  in  vain  to  meddle  with  the  mine  except 
the  town  were  first  taken  and  the  S|mniards  chased ;  for  tliat 
otherwise  they  should  but  discover  it  and  work  it  for .  the 
Spaniards :  and  when  he  had  opened  himself  thus  far,  some  of 
his  company  of  the  more  intelligent  and  dutiful  sort  did  in 
plain  terms  turn  it  upon  him,  setting  before  him  that  the 
taking  of  the  town  would  break  the  peace  and  that  they  should 
go  against  the  commission ;  whereupon  most  falsely  and  sean- 

'  Soc  tho  oiamination  of  CapUin  John  Chudlcigh.  **  But  for  the  other  point 
conccrnin|r  tlie  llcad,  ho  willed  them  to  of^ree  upon  that  araonnt  themarlro*,  for 
ho  could  not  nwiign  hi«  coniiiiiMion  ovrr ;  but  added  that  he  had  a  Fn*nch  oom- 
miMion  whereby  thry  miglit  do  thcniM^lren  mofft  f^nod  upon  the  Hpanianl.** 

'  800  Cuptain  North's  eiamination.  **  But  that  upon  tha  goin^  up  the  rirer  it 
wai  often  in  question  amongst  them  and  ur|;e<l  by  this  exam**  himself,  whj  tlicjr 
should  engage  themselves  in  taking  a  town  for  a  mine  whereof  he  this  exam**  and 
many  others  of  them  were  in  doubt.  Whereupon  Kermis  said  that  ho  would  not 
discover  tho  mino  until  they  had  taken  the  town,  (or  that  if  it  should  iMpiseo 
that  thoT  should  not  bo  able  to  beat  thciu  out,  they  should  but  labour  for  the 
SjMinianfs.**  Seo  also  Hainiiel  Jones*s  letter,  **  Our  companies  tliat  went  up  the 
river,  as  by  the  chief  gentlemen  at  their  return  I  was  given  to  understand,  arrived 
near  tho  town  of  St.  Tliomc  the  second  day  of  January',  where  the  cajitains  desired 
Captain  Kemis  first  to  show  them  the  mine,  which  Hir  Walter  had  formerly  said  to 
be  three  or  four  miles  nearer  than  the  town,  and  tlmt  then  if  tlie  Spaniard  with- 
stood them  they  would  rim  vi  rejttilere.  This  Kciuis  would  by  no  means  yield 
to,  but  alledged  divers  reasons  to  tho  ooiitrai7 :  as  that  if  the  town  were  rnnforeed 
he  should  open  tlien  a  mine  for  the  King  of  Spain,"  Ac. 
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(laloiislv  he  doubtcti  not  with  confidciicc  to  affirm  that  he  had 
enter  by  word  of  moutli  from  the  King  and  his  council  to  take 
the  town  if  it  were  any  hindrance  to  the  dig:gin^  of  the  mine. 

But  the  event  did  Aufficiontly  expound  and  manifest  the  dircc- 
'  tion ;  and  yet  that  kind  of  interpretation  little  needed^  for  that 
young  M.  Ilaleigh  (who  was  likcst  to  know  his  father's  secret)  when 
he  led  his  soldiers  u|X)n  the  town  used  these  or  the  like  words, 
Come  on  wy  hearts^  here  is  the  mine  that  ye  must  expect,  they 
that  look  for  any  other  mine  are  foots.  And  with  this  did  well 
concur  that  which  foUowc^d,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  mine  after 
the  town  was  taken.  For  this  mine  was  not  only  imaginary  but 
movable:  for  that  which  was  directed  to  be  3  miles  short  of 
Saint  Thom^  was  after  sought  30  miles  beyond  S.  Thom^.' 

All  this  while  Sir  \V.  Raleigh  stayed  at  Pont  dcgallo  by  the 
space  of  some  9  weeks,  during  which  time  it  was  much  noted  by 
those  that  remained  with  him  that  the  speech  of  the  mine  was 
dead  (whereas  men  in  expectation  do  commonly  feed  themselves 
with  the  talk  of  that  they  long  to  hear  of) ;  Nay  more,  after  he 
had  received  news  of  the  taking  of  the  town,  which  had  been 
the  fittest  time  to  pursue  the  enterprise  of  the  mine  (in  regard 
the  town  that  might  have  Ixsen  the  impediment  was  mastered), 
he  never  entertained  any  such  design,  but  contrariwise,  having 
knowledge  at  the  same  time  that  his  son  was  slain  (who  as  it 
seems  was  his  only  care  amongst  the  laud  soldiers),  he  did  move 
%'ery  inhumanly  to  remove,  not  a  little  from  Pont  degallo  to 
Port-hcrcule  in  respect  of  the  danger  of  the  current  (as  he  pre- 
tended), but  to  go  for  the  Charibes  many  leagues  off;^  accompt- 

'  Compare  Jonen— **  And  whorous  the  mine  was  clescribod  to  be  three  miles  »hort 
of  the  town,  tliej  went  not  only  three  miles,  but  threescore  leagues  bejond  it,  till  at 
last  tlier  were  foreed  to  rrtum."  Tltc  '*  three-seoro  /eay«e«/*  which  is  more  tlian 
any  of  the  other  English  accounts  give,  agrees  with  the  Spanish.  See  iioto  on  tho 
pUitv  in  JoihVs  l«*tter. 

•  See  esnniinntion  of  C«pt.  John  Cliudleigh.  **  Ho  saith  further  that  while  Sir 
Walter  Ralegh  remained  at  Trinidiido,  and  the  other  cowiiouics  wore  gone  up  to 
discoTcr  the  mine,  which  was  the  P)taee  of  0  or  10  weeks,  this  exam*' heard  him 
use  no  words  of  comfort  or  encouragement  touching  the  mine ;  but  contrarim-iso 
was  desirous  to  liaTc  been  gone  to  the  Caribee  Islands,  and  often  mored  it  to  his 
eonipanj,  if  they  would  have  conieotod,  and  to  liare  left  the  rest  behind  that  wore 
gone  about  the  mine." 

Also  Jones'a  letter:  ''We  parted  with  those  forces  that  went  in  discorery  of 
the  mine  about  tho  midst  of  December,  and  heard  not  of  them  again  until  the 
iJMh  of  February  following  \  during  which  time  I  Teiy  seldom  heard  Sir  Walter 
speak  of  a  mine  i  and  when  he  did  it  was  with  far  less  oonfidenoo  tlian  formerly, 
intermixing  new  projects,  propounding  often  tlie  taking  of  St.  Joseph's  in  Trini- 
dado,  expressing  the  groat  conoeit  of  wealth  might  be  tliero  among  the  Spaniards 
nnd  the  undoubted  gnat  quantities  of  tobacoo,  but  all  this  while  noihing  waa  done. 
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ing  (as  it  scciucth)  the  laud  soldiers  but  as  fruges  coHSMmrre 
9taio9,  aud  having  his  thoughts  ouly  U|K>n  sea  forces,  which  liow 
titcy  should  have  been  employed  every  man  may  judge.  And 
whereas  some  pretence  is  made  by  him  as  if  he  should  leave  some 
wonl  at  Pont  degallo  of  direction  to  what  place  the  land  soldiers 
should  follow  him,  it  is  plain  he  knew  them  at  that  time  so  dis- 
tressed for  victual  as  famine  must  have  overtaken  them  liefore 
they  eould  overtake  him ;  at  which  time  one  of  his  captains  told 
him  that  he  had  delivered  out  52  men  to  thatservice,  which  were 
then  at  the  enterprise  on  land,  whose  lives  he  held  at  a  dear  rate, 
and  that  he  would  not  weigh  anchor  as  long  as  he  had  a  cable 
to  ride  by  or  a  cake  of  breail  to  eat :  So  Sir  Walter  llaleigh 
finding  no  consent  in  that  which  he  pro|iounded,  that  cruel 
purpose  was  diverted. 

It  was  also  much  oljserved  that  after  that  unfortunate  return 
of  Keraish,  notwithstanding  Sir  \V.  Raleigh  did  publicly  gi\Tout 
that  he  would  question  him  for  failing  to  prosecute  the  mine,  he 
had  him  at  dinner  and  snp|)er  aud  used  him  as  familiarly  and  as 
kiudly  as  l)cfore.  And  to  Geo.  llaleigh  the  Sergeant  Major,  to 
whom  he  did  use  the  like  discountenances  in  public,  who  took  it 
more  tenderly  and  complained  an<l  brake  with  him  alwut  it,  he 
did  0|)en  himself  more  plainly,  telling  him  that  he  must  seem  to 
do  as  much  as  he  did  to  give  satisfaction.^ 

After  nil  this,  when  the  prosecution  of  this  imaginary  mine 
vanished  and  was  defeated,  and  that  his  company  cast  a  safi  eye 
homewards,  finding  they  were  but  abused.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
called  a  council  of  his  captains  and  held  the  same  in  his  cabin, 
where  he  pro^x>unded  to  them  that  his  intention  and  design  was, 
First,  to  make  to  the  New-found  lands  and  there  to  revictual  aiul 
refresh  his  shi})8 ;  and  thence  to  go  to  the  Western  Islands,  and 
there  to  lie  in  wait  to  meet  with  the  Mexico  fleets  or  to  suqirise 
some  Carraeks  ;*  and  so  having  gotten  treasure  which  might 

Tlioiir  tlist  were  absent  to  ilifflitly  rcs))cctod,  otipi«ciiil1j  the  land  men,  thai  ha 
mou\d  often  tuy  for  the  mof>t  of  them  it  wnt  no  mntter  whether  erer  tlirj  retamed 
or  no,  thoj  were  good  for  nothing  but  to  eat  TictiiaU,  and  were  »ent  to  tea  on 
purpo«o  thiit  their  friends  m'i\i(iii  lie  nil  of  tliem  ;  and  diver*  time*  propounded  to 
^  nway  and  leave  them,  to  whieh  none  of  the  captains  would  ever  agree."  '  Notes 
and  Queries,'  Jan.  6,  '61. 

*  See  Captain  Norih't  examination ;  and  com)wro  Jonea :  "  Sir  Walter  pro* 
tested  to  the  Captains  (as  most  of  them  told  me)  his  own  innoeencj,  whieh  to 
approve  lie  wouhl  call  Kemis  to  a  public  account  in  tlieir  presence  before  be  apake 
with  him  privately,  whieh  lie  never  performed.'* 

Compare  Cbptain  Charlea  Parker^a  letter  to  Ciptaui  AUej,  SS  If  areh,  1617-^ 
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make  him  welcome  into  any  foreign  country,  to  take  some  new 
conrac  for  his  future  fortuncH,  vahiing  himself  as  a  man  of  great 
enterprise  and  fame  ahnmd ;  but  then  and  at  divers  times  he 
did  directly  and  openly  declare  that  it  was  no  coming  for  Eng- 
land, for  that  he  knew  not  how  things  would  lie  eoustnicd,^  and 
that  he  (for  his  part)  would  never  put  his  head  under  the  King's 
girdle  except  he  first  saw  the  great  seal  for  his  pardon. 

At  which  time,  his  cogitations  embracing  cast  and  west  rather 
than  any  return  into  his  country,  he  did  in  particular  make  pro- 
mise to  a  principal  commander  in  his  company,  to  give  him  a 
ship  to  go  into  the  East  Indies,  if  he  would  accompany  him 
thither.'  But  acconling  to  his  first  project  he  went  to  the  New 
found  Land,  which  he  needed  not  to  have  done  if  his  piir|X)se  had 
been  for  England  (for  that  he  had  victuals  enough  and  to  spare 
for  that  journey),  and  there  at  New  found  Land  his  other  com- 
pany having  formerly  dispersed  and  forsaken  him,  his  own  com- 
pany which  was  in  his  own  ship  began  likewise  to  mutine.  And 
although  some  old  pirates  either  by  his  inciting  or  out  of  fear  of 
their  own  ease  were  fierce  and  violent  for  the  sea,  and  against 
the  return,  yet  the  far  greater  numlxsr  were  for  the  return ;  at 
which  time  himself  got  aland  and  stood  upon  the  sea  bank  and 
put  it  to  a  question  whether  they  should  return  for  England 
or  land  at  New  found  Land :  Where  u|X>n  there  was  a  division  of 
voices,  the  one  part  to  the  Starl>oard  and  the  other  to  the  Lar- 
board ;  of  which  that  part  which  was  for  the  return  for  England 
was  two  parts  of  three ;  and  would  by  no  means  be  drawn  to  set 
foot  on  land,  but  kept  themselves  in  the  ship  where  they  were 
sure  they  were  masters ;  which  he  perceiving,  for  fear  of  further 

"I  will  inform  jou  m  nfAr  as  I  can  what  wc  that  stay  shall  trust  to.  Wo  hare 
diTided  ounclrcf  alrradjr.  Wttiify  and  Woulaston  aro  conaortod  to  look  for 
homeward-bound  men.  The  Admiral,  Vicc-Admiral  Sir  John  Feme  will  for  New- 
fonnd-land  to  reTictual,  luid  after  to  the  Western  Islands  to  look  for  homeward- 
bound  men.  For  mt  part  bj  the  iierniiMiion  of  God  I  will  make  a  rojagcor  burj 
mjself  in  the  sea.  80  I  praj  you  make  known  to  my  fneuds.  About  the  latter 
end  of  Auipift  I  hopt^  we  shall  haTe  feathered  our  nest." 

■  Compare  Jones :  "  Sir  Warham  St.  Lecer  (as  I  haTe  often  beard  him  Terr 
confidently  report)  prirately  one  day  desired  to  know  of  Sir  Walter,  whether  he 
intended  to  eonte  lor  Kngland  or  no  ?  To  whieh  he  answered  (with  rererence  to 
Ood  and  your  Ix>rdships  be  it  spoken)  that  by  God  he  would  ncrer  come  there ; 
tar  if  thfjgot  him  there  they  would  hanp  him,  or  to  that  puq>ose.  Being  desiivd 
then  by  Sir  Warham  to  tell  him  what  eoume  he  would  take,  he  said  he  would  20 
to  Kcwfoundkuid,  vietual  and  trim  his  ships,  and  then  lie  off  about  the  lies  of  the 
Aiores  to  wait  tor  some  of  the  homeward-bound  Spaniards  i  tliat  he  might  gel 
•oaMthiiig  to  bid  himself  weleoroe  to  France  or  elsewhere.'' 

*  I  hftve  not  met  with  tbe  authority  C^r  this. 


»» 
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mutiny  profesfied  in  dissimnUtion  that  he  himnclf  was  for  the 
return  into  England,  and  came  and  stooil  amongst  them  that  had 
moat  voices;  but  nevertheless,  after  that  he  despaired  to  draw 
his  company  to  follow  him  further,  he  made  offer  of  his  own  ship 
(which  was  of  great  value)  to  his  company,  if  they  would  set  him 
aboard  a  French  barque.^  The  like  offer  he  made  when  he  came 
upon  the  coast  of  Ireland  to  some  of  his  chief  officers  there. 


*  I  lm%c  not  met  with  iinj  hotter  authAritj  for  this  ftntrmcnt  than  Sir 
Sluclc7*t  prtition  i  whcrv,  rooountinf  Ralrgh*i  altcmpta  to  Mcmpe  from  jnaliM^ 
ho  MJ0,  **  Fint  at  tea,  upon  hit  return,  making  motion  to  bo  set  on  aliore  in 
FrnncT,  and  to  quit  hi»  »hip  to  hin  rompiinj  on  that  eondition  i  for  the  which  be 
was  blocked  up  m  his  cabin  a  month  togetlier,  «•  kimt€(fkatk  ctmfimed  mlo  me^ 
and  is  to  be  prored  hr  divert  of  his  oom|ian/«** 

The  ocrasion  alluded  to  appears  to  t>o  the  Mime  of  whieh  in  his  Ia«t  apeerh  he 
gaTo  the  following  nocount— which  ia  not  giten  in  Mr.  Jartlina «  re|ioii  of  iL  I 
cannot  understand  whj,  for  it  is  in  both  the  MS8.  in  the  Rt^cord  OflTiee,  tliot^h 
not  eiortlj  in  the  sante  plaeo. 

**  It  was  tohl  the  King  that  I  was  brought  into  Knglaml  by  force  br  mj  eompanj 
and  titat  I  came  not  home  wilHnglT,  nor  submittixl  myself  to  llic  King's  gomlncse 
and  merrj  or  put  myself  into  the  Iving's  hands,  but  that  mj  comfiany  eoiistnuned 
and  miforrtHl  mj  coining  hon>e  by  Tiolenci*.   There  are  divers  gentlemen  in  KngUnd 
that  know  the  contmry  :  namely,  Hr.  CImrles  Parker,  my  Lo.  Montcagle*s  brother, 
my  Lord  North's  brother,  Mr.  llenr)*  Knerett,  with  divers  others,  besides  ISO 
soldiers  and  mariners  in  my  ship ;  which  can  al«o  testify  that  when  my  voyage 
succeeded  not^  and  when  I  resolved  to  return  home,  I  was  mutineil  upon  by  my 
company  bocauso  I  would  not  turn  pirate,  forced  to  my  cabin,  there  kept  pn- 
soncr,  the  gimner's  room  manned  against  me,  and  divers  of  my  followers  wlio  wrait 
tint  her  for  their  wen|)ons  beat«n  and  evil  entreated  ;  and  in  the  end  oonstmined 
(else  1  liad  been  thrown  into  the  sea)  to  take  my  corporal  oath  not  to  return  into 
England  without  their  consent.    So  for  fear  of  my  life  I  took  tliai  oath,  being 
forced  to  go  into  the  gunner^*,  they  disdaining  lo  come  unto  me.     Afterwanta 
when  I  was  at  liberty  again,  &y  fair  means  I  won  the  Master  Gunner  and  some 
10  or  12  of  the  chief  of  their  faction  to  desist  from  their  puipose,  intending  at 
mv  coming  homo  to  procure  their  pardons.     Ily  porsiuuion,  money,  cloth  and 
wino,  which  will  win  mariners,  I  prevailed  with  the  rest,  promising  before  roj 
return  into  England  to  do  my  best  to  procure  tlu  ir  pardons,  there  being  but  four 
of  them  yet  unjiardoned.    After  which  we  came  for  Ireland,  where  tliey  dcsiml 
to  put  for  the  north  parts,  because  they  were  inhabited  by  the  Redshanks ;  but 
I  won  them  to  come  to  the  south  {larts,  where  there  is  a  civil  government  hiUiited 
witli  much  Knglish,  hoping  there  to  have  written  to  his  M.  for  their  pardons,  and 
in  the  mean  time  disposed  some  in  Ireland,  other  some  in  Devon  and  Cornwall, 
and  appoint4Hl  them  where  they  might  Imve  beeu  safe  till  tliey  were  pankmed  % 
whence  I  cnme  to  Plymouth,  w^  (I  protest  before  God)  ore  I  could  acTcmiplish 
cost  nte  125/.  that  I  uiight  the  better  come  from  them,  or  else  there  bad  been  no 
coming  homo :  which  showeth  my  resolute  intent  to  come  home  agnin.    By  whiHi 
story  it  may  npiicar  whether  I  did  voluntarily  submit  myself  to  the  goodness  and 
mercy  of  the  K.  or  not.    AjkI  I  am  gUd  I  have  here  so  honourable  a  witness  as 
my  Lord  Arundel,'*  etc. 

All  Uuit  Lonl  Arundel  could  testify  was  that  he  had  obtained  from  Ralegh  hina* 
self  a  promiM  thai  he  vould  return  to  England.  What  tlie  other  witncases  to 
whom  lie  appeals.oould  say,  we  do  not  know  :  for  this  question  concerning  the 
mutiny  ana  the  dispute  abnut  ooming  home  was  not  one  of  thoae  which  wen  asked 
on  tlie  17th  of  September  i  having  been  probably  the  subject  of  a  later  examinac 
tion,  of  which  we  have  no  record.  But  we  know  from  Sir  Julius  Cmar^a  note  thai 
it  formed  part  of  the  formal  charee  which  Ralegh  was  called  on  to  answer  befoie 
the  Commissioners.  And  therrfore  we  m»j  conclude  that  they  had  witniei 
who  gave  a  difikieDt  vertion  of  the  Mory.    The  queslkm  MenM  to  havs  ben  pvl 
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But  about  the  time  of  his  arrival  U|)Oii  the  coast  of  Ireland, 
the  forcing  and  sacking  of  St.  'Hiome^  and  the  firing  of  the  town, 
and  the  putting  the  Spaniards  to  the  sword,  was  noised  abroad  in 
all  parts,  and  was  by  sficcial  advertisement  eomne  unto  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Count  dc  (loudomar,  then  ambassador  for  the  King 
of  Spain  with  hin  Majesty,  who  thcrcu|K>n  prayed  audience  of 
his  Majesty  and  with  great  instance  demanded  justice  against 
the  persons  and  their  goods  (who  had  committed  those  outrages 
and  made  those  spoils  upon  his  Majesty's'  subjects)  according  to 
his  Majesty's  promise  and  the  treaty  of  peace.  Whereu]X)n  his 
Majesty  published  his  royal  proclamation  for  the  discovery  of 
the  truth  of  Raleigh's  procccflings  and  the  advancement  of 
justice.  Notwithstanding  all  which,  his  Majesty  used  a  gracious 
and  mild  course  towards  Sir  Walter  lialcigh,  sending  down  Sir 
L.  Stueley,  Vice  Admiral  of  the  county  of  Devon,  to  bring  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  in  fair  manner,  and  as  his  health  would  give 
leave,  by  easy  journeys  to  London.  For  about  this  time  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  was  eomne  from  Ireland  into  England,  into  the 
port  of  Plymouth,  where  it  was  easy  to  discern  with  what  good 
will  he  came  thither  by  his  immediate  attempt  to  esca|)c  from 
thence;  for  soon  after  his  coming  to  Plymouth  before  he  was 
under  giuurd  he  dealt  with  the  owner  of  a  French  barque  (pre- 
tending it  was  for  a  gentleman  a  friend  of  his)  to  make  ready  his 
barque  for  a  passage,  and  offered  him  twelve  crowns  for  his  pains : 

to  SmhucI  Jones,  wIiom  rrport  may  bo  compared  with  the  two  Tcraiont  now 
before  ua. 

"  At  McBnis,  the  21  nt  of  March,  the  Captains,  hoarinff  of  Ecmis  his  untimely 
^Irath,  presumed  thai  thej  had  been  much  abn»ed  in  this  project  by  Kemis  or 
Sir  Walter  or  both;  and  eonsidcrini;  with  thcm^clrcs  their  men  were  ready  to 
mutiny,  ami  would  not  follow  them  any  longer  if  they  followed  Sir  >Valter,  but 
would  carry  tlie  shii^s  where  they  pleased ;  Sir  Walter's  uncertainty  and  many 
<lelayt ;  resolTcd  all  to  leare  him,  and  consort  no  longer  with  him  i  which  they 
with'in  few  days  actually  did. 

**  And  tliough  at  first  they  were  not  resolted  to  come  directly  into  England ;  yet 
within  few  days  upon  better  consideration  they  thought  it  better  to  refer  tliem- 
selTes  to  his  Majesty's  princely  clemency,  and  to  leare  olf  that  Toyagc  with  so  grt>at 
loss,  than  by  longer  stayhig  out  to  incur  his  high  displeasure ;  and  so  made  for 
Kngbnd.  As  for  Sir  W  alter's  return,  wht*tlier  it  were  willing  or  constrained,  all 
that  1  know  of  it  is  by  tlic  report  of  some  gentlemen  then  in  his  ship,  who  relate 
it  thus-^Near  tlio  bank  of  Newfoundbind  there  began  a  mutinj  among  tlio  sea* 
men :  some  of  tliem,  weary  of  the  Tovage,  desiring  to  be  at  home  for  better  employ- 
■lent ;  others,  which  had  formerly  Wen  pirates,  would  stay  at  sea  till  they  had 
gotten  something.  Sir  Walter,  to  ap|Hjase  this  tumult,  came  up  from  his  cabin, 
rrad  his  Migesty^s  commission  to  titem,  and  lastly  put  it  to  their  own  choice  by 
■KMt  Toiees  what  they  should  do  i  giting,  as  1  hear,  his  own  Toioe  at  tliat  time 
▼esT  eonfidentiy  for  England.*'    (*  Votes  and  Queries,*  Jan.  ((,  '01,  p.  7.) 

•«  lUiasties  **  in  original.    I  think  it  should  be  *  Master^s/ 


i«ia]      DKCXABATioir  covcERxnra  sir  w.  RALSon.      401 

And  one  night  lie  went  in  a  little  boat  to  have  seen  tlie  baiquCy 
that  should  have  tranii|K>rtal  him,  but  the  night  being  very  dark 
he  missed  of  the  barque,  and  came  back  again,  notliing  done ; 
wherein  by  the  way  appears  that  it  was  not  any  trun  laid  for 
him  by  Sir  Lewis  Stucley  or  any  other  (as  was  voiced)  to  move 
or  tempt  him  to  an  escape,  but  that  he  had  a  purpose  to  fly  and 
escape  from  his  first  arrival  into  England. 

But  in  tliis  his  purpose  he  grew  to  be  more  resolute  and  fixed, 
after  that  the  Lonls  of  his  Majesty's  Council,  observing  the 
delays  in  his  coming  up,  had  sent  unto  Stucley  some  qnick  tetters 
for  the  hastening  thereof.  But  thereupon  as  his  desire  of  escape 
increased,  so  did  the  difliculty  thereof  increase  also;  for  that 
Stucley  from  that  time  forth  kept  a  better  guard  upon  him, 
whereof  he  took  that  apprehension,  in  so  much  as  (knowing 
Stucley  to  be  witty  and  watchful)  ho  grew  to  an  opinion  that  it 
would  be  impossible  for  him  to  escape  except  he  oould  win  one 
of  these  two  points ;  either  to  corrupt  Stucley,  or  at  least  to  get 
to  have  some  liberty  when  he  came  to  London  of  remaining  in 
his  own  house ;  for  guiltiness  did  tell  him  that  upon  his  coming 
to  London  it  was  like  he  should  be  laid  prisoner  in  the  Tower. 
Wherefore  he  saw  no  other  way  but  in  his  journey  to  London  to 
counterfeit  sickness  in  such  a  manner  as  might  in  ooromiscra- 
tion  of  his  extremity  move  his  Majesty  to  permit  him  to  remain 
in  his  own  house,  where  he  assured  himself  ere  long  to  plot  an 
opportunity  of  an  escape:  And  having  in  his  company  one 
Mannowry,  a  French  man,  a  professor  of  physic,  and  one  that 
had  many  chemical  receipts,  he  practised  by  crowns  and  promises^ 
to  draw  him  into  his  consort,  the  better  to  make  faith  of  his 
counterfeiting  to  l)e  sick ;  the  story  whereof  Mannowry  himself 
reiM)rtcth  to  have  passed  in  this  manner.* 

'  '  by  crowns  and  promuod '  iii  Iho  originoL 

'  In  tlio  oripnal  a  blank  pago  is  interposed  bero  :  appArently  for  the  purpose  of 
distinguishing  wlmt  follows  as  resting  onlj  upon  tlie  tostimonj  of  Mannour)*.  It 
is  nitlu*r  singular  that  while  this  is  almost  the  oniT  ]iMsage  in  Ralegh's  life  wbieli  bis 
most  deroted  admirers  feel  to  be  unworthy  of  him,  it  is  also  tlie  only  part  of  the 
■toi7  told  in  this  Deelaiution  which  most  of  them  are  rrady  to  accept  without 
question  as  true.  If  the  part  which  he  is  hero  described  as  acting  was  *  igno- 
minious,' why  is  it  supposed  to  be  dcscribc<l  truly  ?  Mannouiy's  autliorit^  does 
not  stand  so  high  as  to  oblige  us  to  bcliere  wliat  is  improbable.  I  bdiere  it 
mytclf  because  it  strikes  me  as  eminently  characteristic  all  through,  and  I  do  noi 
see  why  it  was  more  ignominious  in  Ralegh  to  counterfeit  a  contagious  disease 
than  in  Brutus  to  counterfeit  madness.  It  was  a  stratagem  ibr  the  rooorery  of 
his  liberty,  executed  with  admirable  skill  and  smrit. 

Mr.  Edwards  says  (toI.  i.  p.  664)  that  after  Ralegh's  death  If  annoar^  dacUrad 
that  Studoy  "had  bribed  him  both  to  make  trapt  for  hia  cspUvt  and  to  mwmU  m»ek 

VOL.  YI.  2  O 
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Upon  Saturday  the  25  of  July,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh^  Sir  Lewis 
Stuclcy,  and  Maiiuowric  went  to  lie  at  Mr.  Drake's^  where  the 
letters  of  eommission  from  the  Privy  Council  were  brought 
unto  Sir  Lewis  Stucley  hy  one  of  his  Majesty's  messengers, 
which  cau!<c(t  a  sudden  departure  with  much  more  haste  than 
was  expected  before ;  and  tlic  countenance  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
was  much  changed  after  Sir  Lewis  Stucley  had  shewed  the  com- 
mission ;  for  Mannouric  saw  him  from  the  stair-head  (lie  being 
alone  in  his  chamber,  the  door  standing  half  o|)en)  how  he 
stamped  with  his  feet  and  pullcct  himself  by  the  hair,  swearing 
in  these  wonls,  God's  wounds,  is  it  possible  my  fortune  should 
rrtnm  upon  me  thus  again  ? 

Prom  ^Ir.  Drake's  they  went  on  their  join'ney  to  the  house 
of  iXfr.  Horsey,  distant  from  thence  four  miles  or  thereabouts. 

tpeerket  and  propoMh  a*  might  wte/nfly  fte  giren  in  the  waif  of  depotilionn  againat 
Raie*fk  f  '*  and  tiiat  tlictc  *'  were  TC17  cnivfiiUjr  worked  up  bv  Lonl  Bacon  in  liis 
loo  famous  DecIaRition."  But  he  rcfcra  Co  no  authority  and  adds  no  particular*. 
If  lie  had  given  his  readers  any  means  of  guessing  which  passnges  in  the  Deelam- 
lion  are  sup|x>sed  to  be  grounded  upon  dejiositions  thus  obtained,  I  would  haro 
set  a  noto  of  warning  against  them.  For  I  hold  the  Declaration  to  be  of  so  much 
yaliie  as  a  historical  authority  that  the  correction  or  indication  of  anj  error  in  it 
is  a  piece  of  good  service.  But  as  far  as  I  can  sec,  the  only  statements  in  it  which 
can  p«wsib]y  bo  referred  to  "  speeches  an<l  proposals  "  invcntctl  by  Mantioury  are 
fhoM*  which  profess  to  be  part  of  the  story  as  Alannoury  tohl  it.  If  he  confcssisl 
a/lenranh  that  his  stor}*  was  false  from  bogiuning  to  end,  it  was  not  less  the 
story  aa  lie  himself  had  reiK>rted  it.  The  truth  is  that  Manuoury's  evidcniv  is  of 
▼er}'  little  importance,  rfo  |iart  of  the  case  which  is  really  mnterial  dc|)ctids 
upon  it.  What  it  prores,  if  true,  is  that  Ralegh's  eonfidence  in  the  justice  ei I  lier 
of  \\»  cause  or  of  his  judges  was  not  strong  enough  to  induce  him  to  suhuiit 
himself  to  judgment,  if  he  could  avoid  it.  And  so  much  was  fully  provcfl  by 
otlier  evid«*u<<e,  and  not  denied  by  Ralegh  himself. 

In  the  ali»ence  of  all  rt^fercneo  to  Mr.  Edwards's  authoritv,  I  must  prcnume  thiit 
his  information  came  from  the  following  passage  in  a  letter  from  lx>rkin  to 
l*iH'k«'ring  dated  10  Feb.  1018-0:  which  though  diiroring  considcnibly  other- 
wise, agrees  with  his  own  statement  in  this — that  it  throus^  no  further  light  on 
the  question.  "Mannoury  the  French  apotluymry,  who  joined  with  Stucley  in 
the  accusation  of  f^ir  Walter  Ralegh,  is  taken  at  Plymouth  for  chpping  of  gold,  as 
was  his  com]ianion.  His  examination  was  sent  up  hither  to  tlic  King,  wherein 
he  [eunfessetl]  (as  I  hear  from  Sir  Robert  Winde,  cupbcnrer  I  think  to 
his  Majesty,  who  saith  he  read  tlio  examination)  iha(  hit  accutation  against 
Ralegh  trat  falMt  and  that  he  was  matrd  thereto  hg  the  practice  and  iwpor- 
tmmitg  of  Stticleg  g  and  now  acknowledges  this  his  present  miserable  condition 
to  be  a  judgment  of  Ood  upon  him  for  that.'*  (Uari.  MSS.  7002.  f.  'Kk).) 
The  question  still  in,  which  accusation?  Probably  th«t  which  Ralegh  so 
fftrnettly  denied  on  the  scaflbkl— namchr,  that  he  had  "spoken  hoteful  and 
trmitoroiia  wonls  of  the  King's  person."^  Where  Mr.  .Kdwanls  got  his  hint 
of  **s|>eechcs  :ind  proposals  such  as  might  be  usefully  given  by  way  of 
«lcnositions  **  and  which  "  were  carefully  worked  up  in  the  Declaration," 
I  do  not  know.  ITis  authority,  (if  Lorkiii  was  his  authority)  sivnks  only  of  a 
false  aeeusation,  and  does  not  give  the  slightest  oountenance  to  the  insinuation 
that  Mannoury's  reports  of  what  Ralegh  said  or  proposed  had  liren  worked  up  by  the 
writers  of  tlie  Declaration  into  dqtositions  against  him.  What  the  writers  of  the 
laiwtion  mert  careful  about,  was  to  make  it  clear  that  the  story  which  follows 
the  story  as  Mammomrg  toid  it. 
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It  was  in  that  hour  that  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  began  first  to 
cause  Maniiowric  to  1)c  sounded  what  was  in  his  heart  by  an  old 
domestic  of  his  called  Captain  King,  wlio  there  began  to  disoourso 
unto  Mannowric  of  the  infortunity  of  his  master,  and  amongst 
otiier  tilings,  said  thus ;  /  wouid  we  were  all  at  Path :  To  whom 
Mannowric  answered  /  would  we  were  all  at  London ;  ala$,  what 
Bhall  we  do  at  Paris  f  Becatise,  (|U0th  King,  that  om  noon  as 
we  come  to  I^ndon  they  will  commit  Sir  trailer  Raleigh  to  the 
Tower,  and  cut  off  his  head :  whereupon  Mannowric  answered, 
That  he  ho|HMl  Ix^tter  than  so,  and  that  he  was  sorry  for  his  ill 
fortune;  and  that  according  to  his  small  ability  he  was  rcaily  to 
do  him  all  honest  srnricc  he  could,  so  it  might  lie  done  without 
oflenee. 

After  dinner,  it  being  Sunday,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  departed 
from  Master  Horsey  his  house  and  went  to  Sherburne,  and  in 
the  way,  when  he  came  within  view  thereof,  turning  to  Man- 
nowry  and  shewing  him  the  place  and  the  territory  aliout  it,  he 
said  unto  him  sighing  that  all  that  was  his,  and  that  the  King 
had  unjustly  taken  it  from  him.  lie  and  Stucley  lay  not  at 
Sherburne,  but  were  invited  to  the  house  of  old  Master  Parliam : 
Mannowry  and  their  train  went  to  lie  at  Sherburne  at  the  sign 
of  the  George.  The  next  day,  licing  Monday,  the  seven  and 
twentieth  of  July,  Mannowry  went  to  them,  and  from  thence 
they  took  their  way  towards  Salisbury,  five  and  thirty  miles 
from  Sherburne;  and  arriving  there,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  going 
afoot  down  the  hill,  addressed  himself  unto  Mannowry  and 
asked  him  if  he  had  any  of  his  vomits  or  other  medicines; 
which  he  telling  him  that  he  had,  he  prayed  him  to  make  one 
ready  against  the  next  morning,  and  to  tell  nobody  thereof.  / 
know  {f/uoth  he)  that  it  is  good  for  me  to  evacuate  tnang  bad 
humours,  and  by  this  means  I  shall  gain  time  to  work  my  friends, 
give  order  for  my  affairs,  and,  it  may  be,  pacify  his  Majesty 
before  my  coming  to  London  ;  for  I  know  well  that  as  soon  as  I 
come  there  I  shall  to  the  To9ver,  and  that  they  will  cut  off  my 
head,  (/*  /  use  no  means  to  escape  it ;  which  I  cannot  do  without 
counterfeiting  to  be  sick,  which  your  vomits  wilt  effect  without 
suspicion.  For  which  cause  the  same  evening,  as  soon  as  he 
arrived,  he  laid  him  down  uiion  a  bed,  complaining  much  of  his 
head,  and  blaming  his  great  day's  journey  from  Sherburne  to 
Salisbury  (notwithstanding  he  suppeil  very  well),  but  after  supper 
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he  seemed  to  be  surprised  with  a  dimness  of  sight,  by  a  swim- 
ming or  giddiness  in  his  head,  and  holding  his  hand  before  his 
face  he  rose  from  hia  bed,  and  being  led  by  the  arm  by  Sir 
Lewis  Stueley,  he  staggered  so,  that  he  struek  his  bead  with  some 
violence  against  a  post  of  the  gallery  before  his  ehamber,  which 
made  Sir  Lewis  Stuelcy  think  that  he  was  sick  indeed ;  in  which 
belief  Mannowry  left  him  for  that  time. 

Tlie  next  day  in  the  morning,  he  sent  his  lady  his  wife  and 
most  of  his  servants  to  London,  and  also  Captain  King :  and 
Cuthbert  and  Mannowry  and  Sir  Lewis  Stuelcy  being  in 
Stuelcy's  chamber,  a  ser^'ant  of  the  said  Sir  Walter  namcfl 
Robine  came  and  told  them  that  his  master  was  out  of  his  wits ; 
and  that  he  was  naked  in  his  shirt  u|K)n  all  four,  scratching  and 
biting  the  rushes  upon  the  planks,  which  greatly  pitied  Sir 
Lewis  Stuelcy,  who  rising  in  haste  sent  ^Tannowry  to  him,  who 
when  he  came  found  him  gotten  again  to  his  bed,  and  asking 
him  what  he  ailed,  he  answered,  he  ailed  nothing,  but  that  he 
did  it  of  purpose.  And  Sir  W.  Raleigh  asking  him  for  his 
vomit,  he  gave  it  to  him,  who  made  no  bones  but  swallowed 
it  down  incontinently :  at  which  time  Sir  L.  Stuelcy  coming 
in.  Sir  Walter  began  again  to  cry  and  rave;  Then  Manuoury 
went  out  of  the  chamber,  and  the  vomit  which  he  had  given  him 
was  an  hour  and  a  half  before  it  wrought :  but  in  the  mean  time 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  began  to  draw  up  his  legs  and  arms  all  on  a 
heap,  as  it  had  been  in  a  fit  of  convulsions  and  contractions  of  his 
sinews;  and  that  with  such  vehemcney  that  Sir  L.  Stuelcy  had 
much  ado  with  the  help  of  others  to  pull  out  straight  sometimes 
an  anq,  sometimes  a  leg ;  which  against  all  the  strength  they  had 
he  would  draw  up  again  as  it  was  iKfore,  whereat  the  said  Sir  L. 
Stuelcy  took  great  compassion,  causing  him  to  be  well  rubixxl 
and  chafed :  which  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  himself  afterwards  told 
unto  Mannowry,  laughing  that  he  had  well  exercised  Sir  Ijcwis 
Studcy  and  taught  him  to  be  a  physician. 

This  feigned  fit  being  thus  past.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  called 
Mannowry,  and  when  he  came,  he  prayed  him  to  stay  by  him, 
and  said  he  would  take  some  rest.  Iklannowry  shut  the  door, 
and  being  alone  with  him.  Sir  W.  Raleigh  told  him  that  his 
vomit  hafl  done  nothing  as  yet,  and  said  that  he  would  take 
another  more  violent ;  but  Mannowry  assuring  him  that  without 
doubt  it  would  work,  he  contented  himself,  and  asked  Mannowry 
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if  he  eould  invent  anything  that  might  make  him  look  horribfe 
and  loathsome  outwardly,  without  offending  the  prineipal  parta 
or  making  him  sick  inwardly :  Mannowry  studied  a  little  and 
then  told  him,  that  he  would  make  a  composition  presently  of 
certain  things  whicli  would  make  him  like  a  leper  from  head  to 
foot,  without  doing  him  any  harm ;  which  at  his  entreaty  he 
effected  speedily ;  at  wliieh  time  Sir  Walter  Kaleigh  gave  him 
the  reason  why  he  did  it,  telling  him  that  his  being  in  tliat  case 
would  make  the  Lords  of  the  Council  afraid  to  come  near  him 
and  move  them  with  more  pity  to  favour  him.  Soon  after  that 
Mannowry  had  put  this  eomiiosition  upon  his  brow,  his  arms, 
and  his  breasts,  Sir  Lewis  Stucley  came  into  tlie  chamber,  and 
Maimowry  went  away,  and  Sir  Lewis  Stucley  perceiving  the 
places  where  Mannowry  had  put  this  composition  to  be  ail 
pimpled,  his  face  full  of  great  blisters  of  divers  colours,  having 
in  the  midst  a  little  touch  of  yellow,  and  round  about  like  a  purple 
colour,  and  all  the  rest  of  his  skin  as  it  were  inflamed  with  heat, 
he  began  to  apprehend  the  danger  of  the  disease,  that  it  was 
contagious,  and  being  very  much  astonished  at  the  sudden 
accident,  he  askal  Mannowry  what  he  thought  thereof,  but 
Mannowry  judged  it  fit  to  conceal  it  from  him  at  that  time, 
seeing  Sir  Walter  lialcigh  had  not  yet  told  him  that  he  meant  to 
fly  out  of  England,  but  that  it  was  only  to  gain  time  to  satisfy 
his  Majesty, 

UiK>n  Mannowry  his  uncertain  answer  to  Sir  Lewis  Stucley 
touching  Sir  Walter  lialcigh  his  malady,  Stucley  resolved  to  go 
to  my  Lord  Bishop  of  Ely,  now  of  Winchester,  to  relate  unto 
him  in  what  case  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was,  and  brought  unto 
Raleigh  two  physicians  to  see  and  visit  him ;  who  being  oomo 
eould  tell  nothing  of  what  humour  the  said  sickness  was  eom« 
posed.  Tliere  came  also  a  third,  a  bachelor  in  physic,  who  all 
could  not  by  all  that  they  could  do  discover  this  disease ;  only 
they  gave  their  opinion  and  advice,  that  the  patient  eould  not 
be  exposed  to  the  air  without  manifest  peril  of  his  life,  and 
thereof  they  made  their  report  in  writing,  unto  which  Mannowry 
also  set  his  hand. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  seeing  that  all  these  things  fell  out  ac- 
cording to  his  intention,  was  exceedingly  contented  thereat, 
especially  that  in  the  preseuoe  of  the  said  physicians  the  vomit 
bc^^  to  work  both  upwards  and  downwards.    And  because  he 
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doubted  that  the  physicians  would  ask  to  see  his  watcr^  he 
prayed  Mannowry  to  do  something  to  make  it  seem  troubled 
and  liad,  which  to  content  him,  (giving  him  the  urinal  into  his 
bed)  Maunowf}'  rubl>ed  the  inside  of  the  glass  with  a  certain 
drug,  which  as  soon  as  he  Iiad  made  water  therein,  the  urine 
even  in  the  hands  of  the  physicians  turned  all  into  an  earthy 
humour,  of  a  blackish  colour,  and  made  the  water  also  to  have 
an  ill  savour,  which  made  the  physicians  judge  the  disease  to  be 
mortal,  aiid  without  remedy  but  from  Heaven. 

lie  made  Mannowry  also  to  tie  his  arms  about  with  black  silk 
ribband,  which  he  took  from  his  iH>yniard,  to  try  if  it  would  dis- 
temper the  pulse,  but  that  succeeded  not  as  he  thought  it  would. 
The  day  following  he  called  Mannowry  and  prayed  him  to  make 
some  more  such  blisters  upon  him,  as  upon  his  nose,  his  head, 
his  thighs,  and  his  legs :  which  JIannowry  having  done,  it  sue- 
oecded  according  to  liis  desire,  for  which  he  was  very  jocund 
and  merry  with  Mannowry,  and  said  unto  him  that  the  evacua- 
tion which  his  physic  had  caused  had  so  o|)encd  his  stomach  that 
lie  was  exceeding  hungry,  and  prayed  Mannowry  that  he  would 
go  and  buy  him  some  meat  secretly ;  for,  (|Uoth  he,  if  I  cat 
publicly,  it  will  ])c  seen  that  I  am  not  sick ;  so  according  to  his 
request,  Mannowry  went  to  the  White  Hart  in  Salisbury  and 
bought  him  a  leg  of  mutton  and  three  loaves,  which  he  ate  in 
secret,  and  by  this  subtilty  it  was  thought  that  he  lived  three 
days  without  eating,  but  not  without  drink  :  This  he  continued 
until  Friday  the  last  of  July,  seeming  always  to  be  sick  in  the 
presence  of  company,  and  nevertheless,  being  alone,  he  writ  his 
Dcclanition  or  A|M)logy,  and  prayed  Mannowry  to  transcribe  it, 
which  was  since  presented  to  his  Majesty. 

The  same  evening  Sir  Lewis  Stucley  discoursing  upon  his 
sickness,  and  whence  it  should  proceed,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  said 
tu  these  words.  As  God  save  tne,  I  think  I  have  taken  poison 
where  I  lay  the  night  before  I  came  to  this  town ;  I  know  thai 
Master  Parham  is  a  great  lover  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  a 
Papist,  and  that  he  keeps  always  a  priest  in  his  house ;  but  I 
will  not  have  any  of  you  to  speak  of  it,  nor  you  Monsieur  (quoth 
he),  speaking  to  Mannowry.  Also  Sir  Walter  llaleigh,  his 
chamber  doors  l)eing  shut,  walked  up  and  down,  and  only  %f  an- 
iiowry  with  him,  there  naked  in  his  shirt,  and  took  a  looking- 
glatsy  and  looking  upon  the  spots  in  his  face,  whereat  he  took 
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great  pleasure^  and  laughing,  said  auto  Maunovry  these  wonia» 
lye  nhall  Iwigh  well  one  day  fw  having  thus  cozened  and  begmled 
the  King,  Ait  Couneii,  and  ike  physicians,  and  the  Spaniards 
and  ail. 

U^ioii  the  Saturday  that  his  Majesty  arrivoil  at  Salisbury, 
which  was  the  first  of  August,  Sir  Walter  Ualcigh  desired  to 
s|ieak  with  Maiiuowry  in  secret,  and  sccmiug  to  hare  a  Tcry 
great  apprchcnsiou  of  something,  and  having  made  him  shut 
the  doors,  prayed  him  to  give  him  a  red  leather  coffer,  which 
was  within  another  coffer,  which  when  he  had,  he  was  a  good 
while  looking  in  it,  and  then  called  Mannowry,  and  putting  uiuc 
pieces  of  S^ianish  money  of  gold  into  his  hand,  he  said  thus : 
There  is  twenty  crowns  In  pistoiets,  which  I  give  you  for  yonr 
physical  receipt,  and  the  victual  you  bought  me,  and  I  wiii 
give  you  fifty  pound  a  year  \f  you  will  do  that  which  i  shall  leii 
you,  and  if  it  hapi^en  that  Sir  I^ewis  Stucley  do  ask  you  what  con- 
fercnce  you  had  with  tne,  tell  hi$n  that  you  comfort  me  in  mine  ad- 
versity,  and  thai  I  make  you  no  other  answer  than  thus,  as  is  here 
written,  whidi  he  hail  already  written  with  his  own  hand  in  a 
little  piece  of  ])a])er  for  Mannowry's  instruction  as  foUoweth : 
Ve  la  M.  Mannowry  P  acceptance  de  tout  tnes  travaus,  perlie  de 
mon  estat,  et  de  mon  fits,  mes  maladies  6(  doleurs.  Ve  ia 
e  effect  de  mon  confidence  an  Roy.  Which  paper  of  llalcigh'a 
handwriting  Mannowry  produced. 

And  now  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  began  to  practise  with  Man- 
nowry ,  and  to  tell  him  that  he  would  fly  and  get  himself  out  of 
England,  and  that  if  Mannowry  would  aid  him  in  his  escape,  it 
was  all  in  his  ])owcr,  and  tliat  Sir  Lewis  Stucley  trusted  in  no- 
body but  Mannowry ;  whercuix>n  Mannowry  made  him  an  over- 
ture, that  at  his  coming  to  London  he  should  keep  himself 
close  in  a  friend's  house  of  Mannowry's  in  Shire-lanc  in  Londcm ; 
whereunto  he  seemed  to  incline  and  found  Mannowry's  advice 
good  for  a  while ;  but  in  the  end  he  told  him  that  he  was  resolved 
otherwise,  and  that  he  had  already  sent  Captain  King  to  hire  him 
a  Imrk  below  Gravesend,  which  would  go  with  all  winds,  and 
another  little  Iwat  to  carry  him  to  it  j  For,  quoth  he,  to  hide 
myself  in  London,  I  should  be  always  in  fear  to  be  discovered 
by  the  general  searchers  that  arc  there ;  but  to  escape,  I  must 
get  leave  to  go  to  my  house,  and  l)eing  there  I  will  handle  the 
matter  so  that  I  will  escape  out  of  the  hands  of  Sir  Lewia 
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Stuclcy  by  a  back-door,  and  get  mc  into  a  boat ;  for  nobody 
will  doubt  that  I  can  go  on  foot  seeing  mc  so  feeble  as  I  seem 
to  be.  And  then  Raleigh  having  mused  awhile  without  speak- 
ing,  Mannowry  asked  him.  Sir,  wherefore  will  you  fly  ?  Yowr 
Apology,  and  your  last  Declaration,  do  not  they  justify  you 
sufficiently?  Then,  all  in  choler,  Raleigh  answered  him  in 
English  thus :  Never  tell  me  more ;  a  man  that  fears  is 
never  secure;  which  fashion  of  his  put  Mannowry  to  silence  for 
that  time. 

Now  there  rested  nothing  but  his  Majesty's  licence  to  permit 
bim  to  go  to  his  own  house,  without  which  (he  said)  he  could 
not  possibly  escape.  This  licence  was  after  granted  him  by  the 
means  of  Master  Vice-Chamberlain  and  Master  Secretary 
Naunton;  which  being  obtained,  Mannowry  took  occasion  to 
say  to  him.  That  hereby  one  might  see  that  his  Majesty  had  no 
meaning  to  take  his  l{fe,  seeing  that  he  suffered  him  to  go  to  his 
own  house  to  recover  his  health.  No  (quoth  Raleigh)  tAey  used  all 
those  kinds  qf  flatteries  to  the  Duke  of  Byron,  to  draw  him  fairly 
to  the  prison,  and  then  they  cut  off  his  head ;  J  know  that  they 
have  concluded  amongst  thetn  that  it  is  expedient  that  a  man 
should  die,  to  reassure  the  traffic  which  I  have  broken  in  Spain. 
And  thereupon  brake  forth  into  most  hateful  and  traitorous  words 
against  the  King's  own  person,  ending  in  a  menace  and  bravery. 
That  if  he  could  save  himsefffor  that  time,  he  would  plot  such 
plots  as  should  make  the  King  think  himseff  happy  to  send 
for  him  again  and  render  him  his  estate  with  advantage; 
yea,  and  force  the  King  of  Sjmin  to  write  into  England  in  his 
favour} 

Mannowry  at  that  time  did  ask  him  further,  if  he  escaped, 
what  should  become  of  Sir  Lewis  Stucley?  and  whether  ho 
should  be  put  to  death  for  him  or  not,  and  whether  he  should 

'  I  Mn  tnelin^d  to  think  that  thii  wm  intended  for  a  report  of  words  mllj 
•pokra,  but  that  the  reporter  lUMunderBtood  and  lo  mifrciiortcd  them.  Compare 
vhat  Rakgh  nid  to  Sir  T.  WUioiit  *'  hit  hope  was  tha^  ho  being  in  France,  the 
ftwnbh  Ambftwador  there, — fearinff  what  hurt  ho  might  do  to  Spain,  being  in 
Franee^— would  procure  the  King  of  Siiain  to  write  to  his  M.  to  call  liioi  home  and 
eire  him  his  paraon.**  (See  Appendix  at  the  end  of  this  section.)  If  Mannowrjr 
licard  him  sajr  anything  like  tins  (whicli  is  not  at  all  unlikely)  lie  might  easily 
misinterpret  the  words  into  the  sense  of  the  text  Tlie  misrepresentation  is  indeed 
«omplet#— amounting  to  a  rerenal  of  the  meaning.  For  Ralegh  meant  plots 
Sigainst  the  King  of  Spain,  and  Mannowry  understood  him  to  mean  plots  against 
the  King  of  XngbMsd.  But  it  is  Just  the  sort  of  mistake  that  a  foreigner  would  be 
liiUt  to  Ihn  iBtow 
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low  his  oflkc  and  csUtc?    Not  to  death  (quoth  lUldgh)  kU  he 
wilt  be  imprieoned  for  a  white,  but  hi$  tand$  the  Kimg  canuot  hMve, 
for  that  theif  are  atready  asswred  to  hie  eldest  eon ;  and  for  the 
reel  it  was  no  part  qfhie  care.    Mannoirfy  further  asked  him  if 
it  were  not  treason  in  hiniiclf  to  be  aiding  to  his  escape.    No 
(quoth  he)  for  that  you  are  a  $tranyer\  nevertheleee  youwuut 
not  be  known  of  anything,  for  then  you  will  be  sure  to  be  put 
in  prison.    In  eonclusion,  Mannowry  demanded   of  him  ret 
further.   Hut  what  \f  U  be  diecovered  that  I  had  any  hand 
in  your  escape  f     Ifhy  (quoth  he)  follow  me  into  France  {that 
is  your  country)  and  quit  all,  and  I  will  make  you  amends 
for  all. 

After,  Ualcigh  went  on  his  journey  to  Andover,^  and  so  to 
llartford-bridgc,  and  from  thcnoe  to  Staines,  during  which  time 
Sir  Lewis  Stuclcy  iKing  made  acquainted  by  Mannowry  with 
Raleigh  his  purpose  to  escape,'  used  extraordinary  diligence  in 
guards  and  watches  upon  him  :  which  llaleigh  peroeiving,  said  to 
Mannowry  at  Staines :  I  perceive  well^  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to 
escape  by  our  two  tneans  alone,  Stucley  is  so  watcl^ul  and  sets  such 
strait  guard  upon  %ne,  and  wilt  be  too  hard  for  us  for  all  our  cuU' 
nings,  therefore  there  is  no  way  but  to  make  him  qfour  counsel; 
and  \f  we  can  persuade  him  to  let  me  save  myself,  I  will  give 
him  in  hand  two  hundred  pounds  sterling  worth:  and  thereupon 
drew  forth  a  jewel,  and  showed  it  to  Mannowry,  and  gave  it  into 
his  hand,  made  in  the  fashion  of  hail  jiowdercd  with  diamomls, 
with  a  ruby  in  the  midst,  wliich  he  valued  at  150  pound  sterling, 
and  said,  besides  this  jewel  he  shall  have  50  pound  in  money;  I 
pray  you  go  tell  him  so  from  me,  and  persuade  him  to  it,  I  know 
he  wilt  trust  you. 

Mannowry  went  presently  to  Stucley  and  told  him  as  lieforc, 
and  concluded  with  him  that  Mannowry  should  report  back  to 

*  "  At  AiidoTor,"  MTS  Stucley  in  liii  Apologj,  '*  I  flrtt  dUeoTerod  ho  htd  »  do- 
sign  aliatching,  and  tlut  ho  had  not  omilted  to  mako  uie  •§  lie  thought  to 
adrantage  of  all  hiB  luppoocd  suflcringii  and  Mr.  Tioe-ChambarUio'a  pit/,  who 
got  him  leave/'  Ac. 

'  Why  Mannoury,  who  had  till  now  been  oonapiring  with  Ralegh  to  doocife 
Stucley,  fhould  now  haTo  reeolrod  to  conspiro  with  Stucley  to  deeoiYc  Ralegh,  it 
not  explained.  Tliat  it  wa«  becauao  ho  now  know,  wliat  lie  had  not  known  befoie, 
that  Ralegh  waa  plotting  an  cecape,  and  not  merely  a  delay  (which  I  auppote 
was  the  colour  he  had  put  upon  it,  00c  above,  p.  105)  acemt  to  me  unbkcly. 
I  should  rather  suppose  that  the  last  oonvenatiou  luid  alarmed  him  for  hia  own 
safctpr,  and  suggested  the  ezpodienoy  of  making  himself  an  honest  man  as  soon  as 
possible. 
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Raleigh  that  he  would  accept  of  his  olTcr,  and  bade  him  tell 
llalcigh  also  that  he  was  content  to  do  as  he  desired ;  but  he 
would  ehusc  rather  to  go  away  with  him  than  to  tarry  behind 
with  shame  and  reproach,  and  he  bade  Maunowry  ask  him 
further  how  he  thou;;ht  lie  could  do  this  without  losing  his  office 
of  Vice-Admiral,  which  cost  him  six  hundred  pounds,  and  how 
they  should  live  afterwards ;  and  to  what  place  they  should  go, 
and  what  means  he  would  carry  with  him,  to  furnish  this  intended 
i*scape;  which  Alannowry  did,  and  was  answered  by  the  said 
llaleigh,  and  prayed  to  tell  Stucley  that  if  he  would  swear  unto  him 
Dot  to  discover  him,  he  would  tell  him  his  whole  intent ;  and  that 
for  the  fin>t  ])oini,  though  Stucley  should  lose  his  oiliee,  yet  he 
should  be  no  loser  upon  the  matter ;  and  for  afterwards,  as  soon 
as  he  was  gotten  into  France  or  Holland  his  wife  was  to  send 
him  a  thousand  (wunds  sterling,  and  that  he  carried  with  him 
only  a  thousand  crowns  in  money  and  jewels  to  serve  for  the 
present  in  his  escape.  But  after  sup|)er,  Raleigh  said  unto  Mau- 
nowry, Oh,  if  I  could  csca|)e  without  Stucley  I  should  do 
bravely ;  but  it  is  no  matter  (said  he)  I'll  carry  him  along,  and 
afterwards  VU  despatch  myself  of  him  well  enough.  And  after, 
Maunowry  relating  all  that  had  passed  to  Stucley,  brought 
tliem  together,  at  which  time  llaleigh  showed  the  jewel  to 
Stucley ;  and  he  making  show  to  be  content  prayed  him  a  little 
respite  to  dispose  of  his  office,  whereupon  Maunowry  seeing 
them  so  accohled  upon  the  matter  in  ap|[)caranee,  took  his  leave 
of  them  to  go  to  London,  and  in  the  morning  Maunowry  upon 
the  taking  of  his  leave  said  to  Raleigh  that  he  did  not  think  to 
sec  him  again  while  he  was  in  England;  whereupon  Raleigh 
gave  him  a  letter  addressed  to  Mistress  Herrys  of  Radford,  that 
she  should  deliver  him  an  iron  furnace  with  a  distillatory  of 
copper  belonging  unto  it,  and  chained  him  to  tell  every  man  he 
met  that  ho  was  sick,  and  that  he  left  him  in  an  extreme  looseness 
that  very  night.^ 

But  Raleigh  having  formerly  desiiatched  a  messenger  to  London 
to  prepare  him  a  barque  for  his  escape,  came  at  last  to  London, 
and  having  won  his  purpose  (by  these  former  devices  of  feigned 
sickness)  to  be  spared  from  imprisonment  in  the  Tower,  and  to  be 

*   Though  thcTO  it  no   mark  of  topsrstkm  hero,  moro   tliMi  an  onliiiai^ 
psfifimph,  I  prMnme  wo  are  to  anomtsad  that  Mannouiy's  relatkm  eikb 

MIV. 
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pcnnittol  to  remain  at  hU  own  bouse  till  hit  better  rooufcnr,  tbcre 
fdl  out  an  accident  wbidi  gare  biin  great  bopca  and  enooungcmenft 
•pccdily  to  bunlitatc  bis  intended  design  for  escape.    For  as  be 
came  on  bis  way  to  London,  in  bis  inn  at  Brentford,^  tbcrc  came 
unto  bim  a  Prcnebman  named  La  Cbesnay,  a  follower  of  Lc  dm, 
last  agent  bere  for  bis  Majesty's  dearest  brctber  tbe  French  KiiifCi 
who  told  him  that  the  French  agent  was  very  desirous  to  speak 
with  him,  as  soon  as  might  be  after  his  arrival  in  London,  Ah" 
matters  greatly  oonecniing  the  said  Sir  Walter's  weal  and  safety, 
as  in  effect  it  fell  out,  that  the  very  next  night  after  bis  arrival 
at  London,  the  said  Le  Clerc  and  La  Chesuay  came  unto  him 
to  bis  house,  and  there  did  the  said  Lc  Clere  offer  unto  liim  a 
French  banjuc,  which  be  bad  prepared  for  bim  to  escape  in,  and 
wit  hat  his  teitert  recomtfieudaiory  for  his  safe  comiuei  amd  rrcry* 
Horn  to  Ihe  Governor  of  Calais,  and  to  send  a  genUeman  expressly 
that  should  attend  and  meet  him  there ;  to  which  offer  of  Li^ 
lUJcigh,  after  some  questions  passed,  finding  the  French  iHtnpst 
not  to  Ipe  so  ready  nor  so  fit  as  that  hhnsetf  had  formerly  protitini, 
gave  him  thanks,  and  told  him  that  he  would  make  um  of  his 
own  1)arque,  hut  for  his  letters  and  the  rest  of  his  offer  he  shoteM 
be  beholding  to  him,  because  his  acquaintance  in  France  was  worn 
out.    So  passionately  bent  was  be  upon  his  escai)c,  as  that  be  did 
not  forbear  to  trust  his  life,  and  to  communicate  a  secret  import- 
ing him  so  near,  uix>n  lu9  first  acquaintance,  and  unto  a  stranger, 
whom  he  bath  since  confessed  that  he  never  saw  before.    And 
thus  after  two  nights'  stay,  the  third  night  be  made  an  actual 
attempt  to  escape,  and  was  in  boat  towards  his  ship,  but  was  by 


*  '*  Between  Staines  and  London  I  added  to  the  kuowled^o  of  Iim  piirpow  « 
certain  notion  of  liii  diMroTcrod  prnetice;  whcrcirithal  hia  M.  being  inft>nned  I 
bad  tliortl/  aAer  the  injunction  of  hia  M.  to  nccrccj,  and  commitaiou  to  do  aa  I 
haTe  done."  Stuclcj't  A}H>logT.  Sir  W.  St.  Jobn,  who  liad  made  the  diacoTciy, 
and  was  luMirning  to  the  King'at  Baliabury  with  the  nowa  of  it,  met  Sluelry  at 
ISagvhot  and  tokl  hini.    Boo  hi*  declaration  in  the  a^iiwndix. 

Aocordinff  to  Mr.  Oardiner,  Stucloy  alao  communicated  to  tlie  King  the  aub* 
ttance  of  the  intenicw  between  Ralegh  and  Jje  Clere  i  which  he  siicake  of  at  Iho 
act  of  a  tpjr,  of  which  ho  ihould  have  been  aaliauicd.  (1*.  Cliarkt,  VoL  i.  p.  139.) 
1  •hoakl  nave  thought  tliat  to  proTcnt  a  priaoner  from  eacaping,  botli  bj  apying 
into  hit  (dots  and  rercaling  Uicm  to  the  authoritiet,  was  tlie  dutj  of  a  man  cliargcd 
with  the  custody  of  him. 

In  the  hope  of  disooToring  more,  tlie  King  authorised  Sluclej  to  prrtmd 
eomplieitj.  And  certainly,  if  reeiprociig  waa  to  be  the  rule,  Kal^h  could  iiot 
reasonably  !»▼«  objected  to  Studey's  taking  his  turn  iu  deeeption— if  1m  knew 
how. 
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Stttclcy  arn»ted/  brought  back,  and  delivered  into  the  custody 
of  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower. 

For  these  his  great  and  heinous  offences,  in  acts  of  hostility 
upon  his  Majesty's  confederates,  depredations,  and  abuses  as 
well  of  his  commission  as  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  under  his 
charge,  impostures,  attempts  of  escape,  declining  his  Majesty's 
justice,  and  the  rest,  evidently  pro^'cd  or  confessed  by  himself, 
he  had  made  himself  utterly  unworthy  of  his  Majesty's  further 
mercy :  and  because  he  could  not  by  law  1)c  judicially  called  in 
question,  for  that  his  former  attainder  of  Treason  is  the  highest 
and  last  work  of  the  law  (whereby  he  was  civiHier  mortuus),  his 
Majesty  was  enforced  (except  attainders  should  become  privileges 
for  all  subsequent  offences)  to  resolve  to  have  him  executed  upon 
his  former  attainder. 

His  Majesty's  just  and  honourable  proceedings  licing  thus 
made  manifest  to  all  his  good  subjects  by  this  preceding  Declara- 
tion, not  founded  upon  conjectures  or  likelihoods,  but  either 
upon  confession  of  the  party  himself,  or  upon  the  examination  of 
divers  unsuspected  witnesses,  he  leaves  it  to  the  world  to  judge 
how  he  could  cither  have  satisfied  his  own  justice  (his  honour- 
able intentions  having  been  so  perverted  and  abused  by  the  said 
Sir  W.  Kaleigh)  or  yet  make  the  uprightness  of  the  same  his 
intentions  appear  to  his  dearest  brother  the  King  of  Spain,  if  he 
had  not  by  a  legal  punishment  of  the  offender  given  an  example, 
as  well  of  terror  to  all  his  other  subjects  not  to  abuse  his 
gracious  meanings  in  taking  contrary  courses  for  the  attaining 
to  their  own  unlawful  ends,  as  also  of  demonstration  to  all  other 
foreign  Princes  and  States,  whereby  they  might  rest  assured  of 
his  Majesty's  honourable  proceeding  with  them,  when  any  the 
like  case  shall  occur :  By  which  means  his  Majesty  may  the 
more  assuredly  expect  and  claim  an  honourable  concurrence  and 

'  8lucl0T  had  pretended  to  be  going  with  liim,  and  arrangemcnta  had  been 
iiMule  for  the  armt.  Chambcrhun's  account  of  it  gifoa  the  lubttance  in  the  fewest 
words.  **  Sir  Walter  Kalegh  went  to  the  Tower  on  Monday,  haTing  att4*nipted 
the  night  before  to  niake  an  escape  and  get  over  sea :  but  he  was  bewraTcd  or  in 
»  sort  betrayed  by  Sir  Lewis  Stukley  (who  had  Uie  charfle  of  him)  and  brought 
bark  by  eerUin  boats  thai  waited  for  him  about  Woolwich.  Sir  Lewis  did 
nourish  him  in  tlie  humour,  with  prumite  to  assist  and  aecoinpany  liimt  but  it  was 
a  foul  fa»  de  clere^  for  an  old  cosener  to  be  so  eosened  and  oTortaken.*'  Letter  to 
Ckrleton,  16  Aug.  1618.  Sir  WUliam  St.  John's  dechmtion,  which  will  be  found 
in  lbs  appendix,  p.  416^  explains  how  the  ploi  to  escape  oanie  to  the  knowledge 
both  of  atttc^y  Mid  the  King. 
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a  rodprocal  oorrc«|K>nilcfioc  from  tlicra  ii|K>n  mnj  the  like  occa- 
sKMi.     But  as  to  Sir  Walter  Ralcti^h  his  coiifi»sioii  at  his  death, 
what  be  oonfctaod  or  denied  touchiii^^  anj  the  iN>ints  of  thu 
Declaration^  hia  Majesty  leavcft  him  and  his  conscience  thoriD 
to  QoA,  aa  waa  taid  in  the  beginning   of  this  disoomsc.    For 
Sovereign  Prinoct  cannot  make  a  true  judgment  upon  the  bait 
8|icoehea  or  ancverationa  of  a  delinquent    at   the  time  of  bis 
death,  but  their  judgment  muat  be  foundcMl  upon  cxaminatioiw, 
re^cxaniinationa,  and  ooiifrotitnients,  and  siieli  like  real  proofs 
at  all  this  former  diaeourMS  ia  made  up  and  built  upon;  all  the 
material  and  moat  important  of  tlie  said  examinations  bcin^ 
taken  umler  the  hands  of  the  examinatcs    that   could  write, 
and  that  in  the  presence  of  no  fewer  than  six  of  his  Majcytr'f 
Privy  Coundly  and  attested  by   their  alike  several   snbscrip- 
tions  under  their  hands,  which  were    my    Lords^  tlie  Arch- 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  the   Lord   Verulam    Lord   ChanecUor 
of  England,  the  Earl  of  \Yoroestcr  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Master 
Secretary  Naunton,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  Sir  Edwani 
Coke. 

riNis. 


ArrcNDTx. 

8is  Lkweh  8TrKtLTi*0  ArroLLoniR,  wsittr  with  nis  owki  hahd. 

MS.  Aahmolc.    H»\    :HO 

I  know  full  well  that  all  artioDS  of  men  of  whatsoever  condition  in  thfpf 
cenmrioas  iinieti  •bsH  bo  iiesnned,  s«  already  I  have  been  informed  mine 
have  been  in  the  eieeutton  of  my  aorerei^'a  late  command* :  cTen  aiore 
yeaterday  that  I  performed  the  same,  eommittini;  Sir  Walter  lUlef^h  and 
aomo  of  bin  adherents  and  inslramentfl  to  Ium  intended  scapo  from  mj 
enatody  to  the  Tower.  I  have  been  aecuaed  for  eonjipiracy  and  fid^e- 
hood  towarda  him,  I  therefore  bold  it  behoorcful  for  me  to  recollect  llic 
pasMmres  of  my  employment  wherewith  I  deaire  to  aatiafj  all  good  and 
honeat  men. 

By  a  letter  bearing  date  the  12tb  of  June  from  the  right  honourable  the 
liOid  High  Admiral  of  England  I  had  the  fir»t  eommandment  giren  om 
for  tlio  apprehennion  of  Sir  Walter  Italegb,  Knt.,  wboMo  aliip  formeriy  bad 

*  Rakgli'a  Worki  (Oifonl  Edition),  toI.  Tiii.  p.  783.  Not  dated,  but  vriCtcn 
apparent Ijr  the  doj  after  K&logli  wa*  oinnmittcd  to  tho  Towar.  Bee  tlie  opeaiaf( 
paragraph.    I  bare  noderniacd  Um  ipelUng. 
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been  bj  Thorn.  HardiDge,  a  public  notary  and  my  dcpaty  at  Plymouth, 
by  my  command  arrested. 

AAcr  which  I  rccciTcd  a  letter  from  Sir  Bobert  Naunton,  principal 
accretary  to  his  Majesty,  wherein  was  inserted  a  command  from  the  Kind's 
Majesty  that  I  should  bring  him  to  appear  before  the  Lords. 

That  I  strained  my  commission  to  all  the  liberty  I  could  for  his  adran- 
tago  both  in  giving  him  time  and  trust,  himself  hath  often  acknowledged ; 
and  it  doth,  if  he  would  do  otherwise,  ap])ear  by  tho  next  letter  which  I 
roceired  from  the  Ix>rds,  of  the  23d  of  July  last,  rebuking  me  of  delays 
and  Tain  excuses. 

Tliat  at  Salisbury  I  did  him  all  the  best  offices  I  could,  I  refer  mo  to 
hi*  own  conscience  and  to  the  testimony  of  thojie  of  the  Lords  that  I  fe.ir 
me  T  half  wearied  with  soliciting  their  Lordship  above  good  manners  for 
the  accomplish nient  of  all  his  desires.  Nor  had  he  erer  an  ill  return  or 
negatire  answer  to  any  request  I  made  in  his  behalf. 

Namely  to  both  his  suits,  the  one  by  Mr.  Secretary  presented  to  his 
Iklajesty,  the  other  by  Mr.  Vico-Chamberlain,  the  one  for  his  retiring  to  his 
brother's  house  near  Salisbury  to  recover  health,  tlie  other  for  proceeding 
on  towards  Ix>ndon  to  his  house  in  Broad  Street,  and  for  leave  to  remain 
there  in  my  custody  for  5  days. 

I  omit  to  repeat  over  the  travel,  pains  and  care  I  had  in  all  his  sickness, 
and  I  appeal  to  his  conscience  and  the  testimony  of  his  own  people, 
whether  I  declared  myself  friendly  and  lovingly  or  not :  Nay  I  protest 
I  could  not  have  pitied  those  afflictions  more  than  I  did,  had  they  be- 
fallen the  son  of  my  own  iKxly  or  myself. 

At  Andover  I  first  discovered  he  had  a  dosign  aliatcliin;^,  and  tliat  he 
liad  not  omitted  to  make  use  as  he  thought  to  advantage  of  all  his  supi^osed 
sufTfrings  and  Mr.  Vice-Chamberlain's  pity,  who  gat  him  from  his  ^fajcsty 
leave  to  have  5  days  liberty  to  execute  what  he  had  plotted  for  his  escape 
instead  of  his  pretensions. 

A  perfect  light  whereof  I  have  not  yet,  but  credible  information  I  had, 
as  the  event  halh  manifested. 

Sure  I  am,  so  easy  a  man  and  so  good  natured  did  lie  find  me,  as  he 
assayed  to  allure  me  to  give  condiscent  to  h^s  escape.  Now  began  I  to 
disavow  his  judpi^ent  (I  confess)  and  to  disapprove  his  affection  to  me. 

But  when  I  considered  how  gross  an  abuse  of  his  Majesty's  princely 
goodness  was  hero  intended ;  forming  his  excellent  clemency  to  the  image 
of  that  tyranny  that  he  hath  been  aceiued  for  in  the  practice  of  his  life, 
what  time  he  was  of  greatness  witli  her  Majesty  of  worthy  memory ;  I 
could  not  but  abhor  his  hypocrisy ;  which  the  better  to  unmask,  I  seemed 
to  condiscent  unto  him  after  I  was  out  of  hope  by  comfortable  messages 
from  \m  honourable  good  friend  or  by  persuasion  to  rectify  his  affection 
And  judgment,  which  fear  had  over  strongly  infatuated  in  him  to  his  ruin : 
lieing  between  Staines  and  London  I  added  to  the  knowledge  of  his  purpose 
a  eertain  notion  of  his  discovered  practice,'  wherewithal  his  Majesty  l)eing 

»  That  womM  be  from  Sir  W.  St.  John  and  W.  Ilorbort.  Scr Sir  W.  St ..Jn'mV 
IVrkimtioii. 
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iDfonucd,  I  bad  •hortly  after  (ho  injunction  of  liia  ^lajcHty  to  acerccy  anid 
comniiaaion  to  do  aa  J  hare  done :  then  wax  it  grown  the  leerct  of  the 
King,  which  to  rereal  or  disobey  had  been  in  me  treanonooa  treaeherj. 
Nor  can  there  be  giren  any  reaaon  why  mine  a  fleet  ion  to  any  roan  ihoakl 
be  other  than  aulK>rdinate  and  not  contrary  to  my  public  duty :  nor  were 
hia  benefit  a  anything  ercr  to  me.  mneh  k*8ii  hin  deaert,  or  tlio  opportunity 
of  hia  faTour  auch  aa  could  induce  any  man  tliat  hath  the  eonacicnee  in 
lore  himaelf  to  partake  with  hia  ruin. 

Sib  William  St.  John  a  Dfclabatiok.* 
August  the  17.  KilK. 
The  fourth  of  this  instant  as  I  rememl»cr  MrW"  Herltrrt  ti»ld  me  that 
he  WAS  made  aripininlod  that  one  Samuel  Kinge  a  aenrant  of  Sir  Walter 
Itnlcy's  Iind  prfividrd  a  fisher  (P)  lioat  or  ketch  to  carry  away  Sir  Walter 
and  himself  to  the  forrlaud  where  he  would  be  set  on  Ixwrd  some  other 
ship.  Afr.  Herbert  liatl  thta  notice  by  one  Ilarte,  and  ^Sachaiy.  who  were 
owners  of  the  aaid  boat.  I  prayed  Mr.  Ilerbert  to  send  for  these  men  to 
speak  with  me  at  my  house  in  the  Parliament  Yard,  who  came  with  him ;  and 
both  of  them  did  arouch  that  it  wa^  true  they  were  liired  by  Capt"  Kinge 
to  be  ready  with  their  boat  in  Tilbury  Hope  the  screnth  of  this,  and  to 
stay  there  until  they  should  come  alnmrd.  When  1  and  Mr.  Ilerbert  had 
adri.se<l  that  it  was  fit  his  Ma**  should  be  made  acquainted  herewith,  he 
did  write  a  letter  by  me  unto  my  Lord  Chanilicrlain  to  bring  me  to  make  re- 
lal  ion  hereof.  The  sixth  of  this  I  met  Sir  W.  Itnleyheon  this  side  Ikigahot, 
Sir  I/»wcs  Stukely  being  with  him,  and  baring  passed  by  the  coach  I  sent 
>f  r.  Herbert  to  pray  Sir  Lewis  to  have  some  conference  with  him,  who 
presenlly  came  to  meet  me.  I  then  asked  him  of  Sir  Wa.  hia  health, 
^lio  told  me  that  he  had  a  warrant  to  convey  him  to  his  own  house  in 
Hrond  Street  for  i  or  5  days,  for  the  recorery  of  his  health.  I  wiahed  him 
to  be  careful  of  his  safe  keeping,  for  ho  had  plotted  his  escape  from  him. 
Sir  Lewis  told  me  that  he  had  cause  to  snspecl  so  much,  for  Sir  W.  had 
lHM*n  in  hand  with  liim  by  large  promises  to  giro  way  and  to  go  with  him. 
which  Sir  Lewis  wished  me  to  tell  his  Af  a*^  and  that  ho  the  said  Sir  W. 
had  practised  with  a  French  man  that  came  from  Plymouth  in  his  company 
to  assist  him  in  his  plot.  The  next  day  I  came  to  court  having  formerly 
advised  Sir  Lewis  to  send  for  Mr.  Hcrl>ert  who  would  discover  the  whole 
draught  unto  him,  and  was  vigilant,  and  would  be,  to  prevent  hia  eacape. 
Thus  much  upon  Friday  night  I  relatetl  to  liix  Mn}^,  Missing  to  ace  my 
Lord  Cham  I),  and  doubting  the  deferring  hereof  might  bo  of  dangerous 
consequence,  I  made  other  means  to  be  brought  to  the  King. 

Wji.  St.  Joiik. 

Tni  KxAMiVATiov  op  RoDRiiT  Man  I  NO  aT  thk  Towrb. 

4  SRPTiMn.  lOlH.s 

The   said  examinate  saith  that  the  same  moniing  that  Sir  Walter 
Jtalegh  was  brought  into  the  Tower,  walking  up  and  down  in  Mr.  Liea« 

»  Harl.  MSS.  fi«5i.  f.  1.    (Original,  I  think.)    Docketed,  "ly  August,  1GI8. 
R'  W-  8'  John  hif*  Derlumtion  touching  S'  Walter  Itili»sli." 
8  Adcl.MSS.  10,30H.  f.fil. 
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tcnanfg  dining  chamber,  the  said  Sir  Walter  said  to  this  exam«'  I  thought 
the  French  Physician  had  been  true  unto  mc ;  but  now  I  see  ho  hath 
aggrarated  Sir  Lewis  Stukeley  again.st  me ;  for  all  that  he  hath  told  me  of 
Sir  Lcwys  Stnlceley  he  hath  told  Sir  Lcwys  Stukeley  as  if  I  had  spoken 
it  against  him. 

Tiesaith  also  that  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  further  added  that  ho  had  heard 
thai  Sir  I^W3's  Stukeley  had  sent  that  physician  to  the  King. 

Being  a!«ked  whether  he  ever  heard  that  the  French  Physician  was  to 
bo  set  upon  by  the  way,  as  he  came  up  to  liOndon,  or  knoweth  anything 
of  it ;  He  utterly  denicth  tliat  he  ever  heard  or  knew  of  any  such  matter, 
nor  could  not,  for  that  he  hath  been  from  the  first  day  of  Sir  W.  Ralegh 's 
coming  to  the  Tower  close  prisoner  there  also. 

lie  saith  that  he  remembcreth  that  the  Indian  Cristoral  do  Riga  was 
first  brought  to  Sir  W.  Kalcgh  at  Trinidado  and  that  the  first  time  he 
apoke  with  him  was  upon  the  open  deck  in  the  hearing  of  many.  And 
that  aAcrwards  he  had  divers  speeches  with  the  Indian  in  the  cabin  and 
elsewhere. 

He  saith  further  that  when  the  Indian  had  declared  the  mine,  that  Sir 
W.  Ralegh  found  fault  with  Keymis  and  the  rest  that  were  sent  with  him 
that  they  had  not  examined  the  Indian  about  the  mine,  saying  that  when 
they  could  not  find  it  themselres  they  had  Spaniards  that  could  have  told 
of  it ;  as  namely  the  Indian,  and  that  there  were  but  two  means  to  get  it 
from  him,  using  him  well  or  using  him  hardly,  and  they  had  tried 
neither. 

He  iaith  also  that  tho  Indian  being  asked  at  Trinidado  why  he  did  not 
diseorer  tho  mino  to  thomselves,  said  that  he  had  no  reason  to  do  it,  for 
they  had  killed  his  Master  and  his  friends,  and  made  a  drudge  of  him 
•eiting  him  to  grind  com,  and  took  away  his  apparel  and  did  not  respect 
him. 

And  this  exam*'  saith  further  (being  asked  how  he  knew  this,  not  nn- 
derttanding  the  language)  that  Sir  W.  Ralegh  did  so  interpret  it,  both 
in  the  hearing  of  this  exam**'  and  of  many  others  that  were  by. 

RODEDT  MkaBIXO. 

O.  Cavt.       Fb.  Verulav,  Cane.       E.  Wokcsstkb. 
Jul.  Cjesab.       £dw.  Cokb. 

Thb  Examinatiov  op  William  IIbbbbbt,  Esq.,  taken  bbfobb  the 

LOBPS  AT  WniTBHALL  THE   17  SePTEXD.  lOlSJ 

Being  asked  whether  Sir  W.  Ralegh  did  really  intend  a  mine,  or 
did  pretend  it  only  to  abuse  the  State  and  to  draw  ibllowers ; 

■  IIsrL  M8S.  C846.  f.  CI.  Tlicro  are  two  other  ezaminstiont  in  th^  tame  volinno 
with  thcic,  which  1  haro  not  printed,  bccauio  they  bear  upon  a  charge  which  is  not 
made  in  tho  Declaration.  0ns  is  of  Richard  Marcho  a  servant  of  Lonl  Carew  ;  tlie 
other  (iropcrfert)  of  8ir  Lewis  Stuclev.  Tlicy  nlato  only  to  tho  qucNtion  wliether 
Kalegh  ha«l  any  inteUiffenee  with  I/ord  llaye  and  IjokI  Carew.  It  seems  that 
Sturlev  liad  charged  liim  with  Mifing  that  he  liad  ;  which  he  denied.  Rut  at  any 
rat«  llayo  and  Carew  appew  to  have  satisficfl  the  Commissioners  that  it  was  not 
Im^  aau  so  it  was  dn>p|icd. 
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He  tajth  Uiat  be  eonceiTelb  Sir  W.  lUlcgh  was  rerily  persuaikd  there 
was  a  mine,  tmt  not  of  bis  own  sij(l>^  ^u^  np^  tbe  credit  whicb  tbe 
Sir  Waller  Ualeji^b  gare  to  Kcymin ;   for  tbat  Ke/mia  told  tbia 
tbat  Sir  W.  Rale^^b  waa  nerer  at  tbe  mine. 

Being  aaked  whether  Sir  Walter  Ralegb  appeared  tobim  to  kare 

former  knowledge  that  the  eountry  of  Guiana  where  tbe  mine  w«», 

waa  inhabited  bj  the  Spaniarda  i 

He  aaith  that  he  is  verily  persuaded  that  Sir  W.  Ralegh  and  Keynia 

did  both  of  them  know  that  it  «as  inhabited  by  Siianiarda,  and  that  llie 

Town  of  S.  Thome,  which  was  next  tbe  mine,  was  a  town  of  Spaniards. 

Being  asked  whether  tbe  assault  of  tbe  Town  of  S.  Thome  waa 

anyways  directed  and  avowed  by  Sir  W.  Kalegh,  or  wlietlier  tbove 

that  were  sent  for  the  discorery  of  tbe  mine  did  not  inridenily 

assail  the  same : 

He  saith  that  first  for  Sir  W.  Ralegh  he  can  say  nothing,  becanse  he  wna 

not  present  when  the  direction  was  giren  ;  but  saith  that  the  Spaniards 

did  first  assail  them  in  tlie  night  time,  when  they  were  within  lc»  than 

half  a  mile  of  tbe  Town,  and  going  to  consultation  whether  they  alioiild 

set  upon  the  Town  or  go  forward. 

He  saith  further  that  amongst  private  gentlemen  by  way  of  talk  and 
discourse  it  was  moved,  and  much  wondered,  that  their  eommissioii  woald 
bear  Uiem  out  in  setting  upon  the  Town  ;  whicb  was  before  the  Captains 
and  officers  went  to  consult. 

Being  asked  whether  to  his  knowledge  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  had 
any  commission  from  France,  or  any  aid  from  thence ; 
He  saith  that  at  Plymouth  openly  at  dinner  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  said  in 
this  exam*'*'  hearing,  that  he  had  another  commission  which  he  would  sliow 
when  he  came  to  the  Canary  iNlands ;  but  did  not  express  then  whether 
it  were  a  French  commission  or  not,  nor  over  showed  it  as  far  aa  tliia 
exam*'  knew ;  but  ho  saith  that  amongst  tlie  Captains  he  bath  beard  that 
it  was  a  French  Commission. 

Being  asked  who  was  the  most  inward  with  Sir  W.  Ralegh  in 
this  voyage  to  this  exam****  observation } 
He  saith  that  the  man  that  was  most  noted  was  Captain  Whitney, 
who  went  to  the  Newfoundland,  and  is  now  (as  this  exami*  understands) 
gone  for  the  straights. 

Being  asked  whether  he  heard  anything  of  some  French  ships 

that  should  have  come  to  Sir  W.  Ralegh  tbia  voyage  to  bare 

assisted  him ; 

He  saith  that  he  never  heard  anything  concerning  it  from  Sir  W. 

Kalegh  himself,  but  he  hnth  heard  among  the  Captains  that  tliere  were 

two  French  ships  should  have  come  to  him,  and  tliat  one  Fage,  a  French 

soldier,  who  was  often  with  Sir  Wultt*r  Kalegh  and  parted  from  him  at 

Plymouth,  shonld  have  come  with  tticm. 

VOL.  VI.  2  B 
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Toi  Examination  of  CArrAiM  Bookb  Nobth,  taken  bbfobb  tub 
L0BD8  AT  WniTBUALL,  17  Sbft.  1618.    *"* 

Being  aslccd  whether  in  his  opinion  Sir  W.  Ralegh  did  really 

intend  a  mine»  or  did  pretend  it  only  to  abuBO  the  State  and  to 

draw  followers ; 

Ho  saith  that  for  his  part  he  thinketh  that  Sir  W.  Ealegh  did  not 

beliere  there  was  any ;  and  being  asked  the  grounds  of  his  so  conceiTing, 

he  raith  that  it  was  partly  otit  of  Keymts  his  speeches  and  behaviour,  who 

until  such  time  as  the  Town  was  taken,  was  conGdent,  and  mnde  no 

doubt  in  all  his  speeches  of  finding  the  mine ;  but  after  it  was  taken  his 

errors  were  so  gross  as  there  appeared  no  likelihood  of  any  such  matter : 

am)  partly  Invnuse  the  Moors  wlio  hnd  lired  long  among  the  Spaniards. 

and  came  down  roluntArily  unto  the  Kngliph,  nnd  stayed  at  their  own 

liberties  amongst  them,  and  Wing  asked  of  iiurh  things,  could  never  sny 

aiiytbing  of  the  mine;  which  Moors  also  came  willingly  away  with  them 

in  Whitney's  ship. 

He  saith  further  that  after  their  return  from  seeking  the  mine  he  heard 
Sir  Walter  Ralegh  say,  that  if  there  had  been  a  mine,  they  could  not  have 
made  any  great  advantage  or  profit  of  it  at  that  time ;  but  that  he  the 
said  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  meant  to  bring  an  example  of  it  to  save  his  credit 
with  the  King  and  the  Lords,  which  was  his  chief  desire. 

He  saith  further  that  after  Sir  W.  Ralegh  in  public  had  seemed  to  ex- 
postulate with  Koymis  in  sharp  and  round  fashion,  yet  this  exam*'  noted 
that  within  few  days  Keymis  was  private  with  him  in  his  cabin  ns  he  had 
wont  to  be  before,  and  did  eat  and  drink  with  Sir  W.  Ralegh  without  any 
words  of  expostulation.  And  this  exam*'  rcmembcrcth  further  that  the 
Sergeant  Major  George  Ralegh,  to  whom  Sir  W.  Ralegh  had  given  bitter 
words  upon  their  return,  as  he  had  done  to  Keymis,  being  troubled  there- 
with, told  this  exam**  that  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  had  said  to  him  that  he 
wondered  he  would  trouble  himself,  considering  he  was  to  do  it  to  give 
satisfaction. 

Being  asked  whether  it  did  ap])ear  unto  him  this  exam*'  that  Sir 

W.  Ralegh  had  former  knowledge  that  the  country  of  Guiana 

where  the  mine  was,  was  inhabited  by  the  Spaniards ; 

Ho  saith  tliat  it  was  most  manifest  that  he  did,  for  that  ho  this  exami** 

beard  Sir  W.  Ralegh  say  before  he  went  from  London,  that  he  knew  a 

place  where  they  might  make  a  saving  voyage  in  tobacco ;  and  that  he 

had  beard  him  also  say  as  they  were  in  the  voyage,  that  if  they  could 

aorprise  the  Town  in  the  river  Orenoque,  they  might  be  sure  of  forty 

thousand  pounds  weight  or  worth  of  tobacco. 

Being  asked  whether  the  assault  of  S.  Thome  was  any  ways 

directed  and  avowed  by  Sir  W.  Ralegh,  or  whether  those  that  were 

sent  for  the  discovery  of  the  mine  did  not  incidently  assail  the  same : 

He  saith  that  the  commission  given  to  the  Sergeant  Major  imported  a 

eonmand  that  all  the  companies  sent  with  him  should  obey  him,  as  if 

8ir  W.  Ralegh  were  himself  in  person  ;  and  no  special  enterprise  named : 
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bat  that  npon  the  goiog  np  the  riror  it  wm»  oflcn  ia  qneitioii  uoMg^ 
tbem,  and  ttrf:<*d  hy  thia  exaia*'  himjicir,  why  tliey  should  cngaf^ir  tkra- 
•^Tca  in  taking;  of  a  Totrn,  for  a  mine  whereof  he  thia  exam*'  and  amy 
other*  wore  ia  doubt.  ^Vherenpon  Keymia  aaid  that  he  would  not  dii- 
eorer  the  mine  nntil  they  bad  taken  the  Town ;  for  that  if  it  ahooM  hap^ 
that  they  thould  not  be  able  to  beat  them  out,  they  ahould  but  labovrftr 
the  Spaniarda. 

And  thia  exaninate'n  opinion  ia  that  the  Seri^eaat  Major  wonU  do 
aothtni;  a^ainiit  Keymi^  hia  eondnrt  and  adriee. 

And  he  aaith  farther  that  they  landed  by  eommandment  of  the  Sery^eaai 
Major  and  the  forwardnoat  of  yoang  WiJter  HaJei^  firv  mile*  abort  of 
the  Tom  n»  aboat  ibur  o'cloek  in  the  aftemoont  and  they  had  fptideo  of  Um 
Indiana  who  directed  them  the  track  to  the  Town.  And  ao  they  marched 
toararda  the  Town  :  and  Uie  ahipa  a]ao  went  further  up  the  rirer  towanh 
tlie  Rame :  and  that  thia  waa  befoiv  any  ahot  or  aaaaalt  made  from  tbe 
Town,  or  before  they  coald  pereeire  that  the  Town  had  any  knowlcd|^  of 
them.  And  that  the  Brat  ahot  upon  them  tliat  landed  waa  ftom  the  wood 
at  elorea  o'clock  at  ni|;ht. 

Being  aaked  whether  he  this  exam"*  knowoth  that  Sir  W.  Kalq^ 
had  or  expected  any  eomniiasion  or  aid  from  Franeo ;  and  whethsr 
he  had  not  some  intention  to  go  into  Franco  aflcr  the  diaaolriag  of 
hia  Toyage,  and  what  should  be  hia  employment  there : 
He  fiaith  that  he  heard  it  often  reported  tliat  he  had  a  commiasioo  from 
France ;  and  doth  well  remember  that  one  Fagc  a  Frenchman,  who  took  t 
liking  to  this  exam**''  company,  told  him  in  great  aeerct  at  Plymouth  that 
ho  waa  to  go  into  France,  and  to  meet  Sir  Walter  Kalegh  again  upon  tho 
aean,  and  withal  shewed  this  exam**  a  letter  from  a  Port  Town  in  ^onaaady 
(which  he  taketh  to  1)e  either  Newliarcn  or  Diepc)  aignifying  to  him  that 
two  ships  were  in  readiness  for  him. 

And  he  saith  that  after  Key  mis  his  death  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  aaid  ia 
his  heariiig,  (and  aa  he  thinks  in  the  preaenoe  of  Captain  Pennington.)  that 
he  a'ould  go  into  France ;  fur  that  ho  knew  not  how  thinga  woukl  be  ia- 
terpieted  in  England.  And  one  Clarke,  Gunnor'a  mate  in  Sir  Waller 
Balegh's  ship,  did  toll  this  cxaminate  that  Sir  Walter  Balegh  told  some 
of  them  who  stood  stiflcst  for  the  seas,  that  ho  would  not  bring  his  ship 
into  England  i  which  was  since  Uiis  exam**'*  coming  away. 

The  ExAMiKAnoH  or  Captain  Joiiv  CnuDLRion,  takik  bbporb  mi 

LoBoa  AT  WniTBBAtL,  17  Sbpt.  1G18. 

lie  saith,  that  when  Sir  Walter  Balegh  lay  in  great  extremity  of  sicknesi, 
this  exam*'  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Pennington  moving  him  to  appoint 
some  head  or  chief  orer  them,  if  it  should  please  God  to  call  him,  and  to 
gire  aome  order  for  prosecuting  the  mine.  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  would  give  ao 
direction  for  the  mine,  but  for  the  other  point  concerning  the  Head,  ha 
willed  them  to  agrco  upon  that  amongst  themoelfea,  for  he  could  not  amiga 
his  Commission  orer ;  but  added  that  e  had  a  Froneh  CommisifioB 
whareby  they  ought  do  themaelrea  moat  good  upon  the  Spaniard. 

2x2 
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Ho  MiUi  further  that  while  Sir  Walter  lialegh  remaioed  atTrinidado^and 
the  other  oompanies  were  ^one  up  to  dineover  the  mine,  which  waa  the  space 
of  Dine  or  ten  weeki,  thia  ezam***  heard  him  uic  no  words  of  comfort 
or  encouragement  touching  tho  mine,  but  contrariwine  was  desirous  to 
bare  been  gone  to  the  Caribea  Islands,  and  often  mored  it  to  his  company, 
if  thej  would  hare  consented,  and  to  have  left  the  rest  behind  that  were 
gone  about  the  mine.' 

A  Lettkh  wniTTKN  iiT  Captaih  CnARLia  Pabkkii,  okb  of  Sir  Waltbu 
Kalbioh's  Coufavy  at  GuiAKA ;  TO  Captaiji  Allby  A"  1617.' 

Captain  Alley, 

Your  going  from  us  was  rcry  fortunate  in  that  you  prcrented  the 
undergoing  unspeakable  miseries :  for  we  disembogued  from  Caliana 
towards  Orinoco,  Captain  Witney 's  ship.  Captain  Wouli^tan,  tho  (lie  boat 
and  karrill.  The  Admiral,  Vice  Admiral,  with  the  other  great  ^liips  went 
from  Trinidado  to  harbour  till  our  return.  Wc  were  a  month  going  up 
Orinoi*o.  At  last  wo  landed  within  a  league  of  St.  Thome,  and  about 
one  of  the  clock  at  night  wo  made  an  asnault,  where  we  loHt  Captain 
Balegh  and  Captain  Cosmor;  but  Captain  Knlegh  lost  himself  with  his 
vnadTiaed  daringncM,  as  you  shall  hear ;  for  I  will  acquaint  you  how  we 
were  onlered.  Captain  Cosmor  led  the  forlorn  hope  with  some  50  men ; 
after  him  I  brought  np  the  Hrst  division  of  nliot ;  next  brought  up  Captain 
Halegh  a  division  of  pikes,  who  no  sooner  heard  us  charged  but  indiscreetly 
came  from  hia  command  to  us,  where  ho  was  unfortunately  welcomed  with 
a  bullet,  which  gare  him  no  time  to  call  for  mercy  to  our  licnvcnly  Father 
for  hia  sinful  life  he  had  led ;  we  presently  took  the  to«i  n  without  loss  of 
any  more  men  than  two,  whereof  one  wns  Mr.  llarington,  the  Countess  of 
Bedford's  kinsman.  The  Spanianl  was  not  strong,  and  mistrusting  our 
potency  fled,  and  left  their  Gorcmor  with  some  other  2  Captains,  which 
bravely  died.  The  Governor  Don  de  Jego  rnlmetho  dc  Acunn,*  Cap- 
tain Santo,  Captain  Alisnetto.  When  we  were  i>ossessed  of  tho  town, 
Captain  Kemish  took  divers  gentlemen  with  him  to  find  the  mine,  and 
trifled  up  and  down  some  20  days,  keeping  ua  in  hope  still  of  flnding  it ; 
but  at  last  we  found  his  delays  were  illusions  and  himself  a  mere 
Maeherill,  for  he  was  false  to  all  men  and  most  odious  to  himself;  for 
moat  ungodly  he  butchered  himself,  loathing  to  live  since  ho  could  do  no 
more  rillainy ;  I  will  speak  no  more  of  thia  hateful  fellow  to  God  and 
man ;  but  I  inform  you  aa  near  as  I  can  what  we  that  stay  shall  trust  to. 
We  have  divided  ourseWcs  already.  Witnoy  and  Woulaaton  are  con- 
sorted to  look  for  homeward  bound  men.  The  Admiral  Vice-admiral 
Sir  John  Feme  will  for  Newfound  Land  to  rerictnal,  and  after  to  tho 
Weatem  Islands  to  look  for  homeward  bound  m(*n.  For  my  part  by  the 
permiasion  of  God  I  will  make  a  voyage  or  bury  myself  in  the  wa.  So 
I  pray  you  make  known  to  my  friends.  Aliout  the  latter  eml  of  August 
I  hope  wc  shall  hare  featherc«l  our  nest,  and  btMng^  in  harlK>ur.    More  I 

I  Kach  of  these  examinations  bears  the  original  tignatura  of  tlie  examinate  and 
of  all  tlie  aix  comminaioners. 
*  HarL  1188.  t».  fo.  Ml.    A  eoUector*s  copy. 
i*Aiona' iaUS.  «  *  boinge '  in  US.    Qo.  « be  again '  ? 
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CMBOt  write:  only  thif  I  cMre  God  Uuti  yon  nay  prospcrawSy  Ufo  UwI 
wt  nay  fortonately  meet. 

I  mi  yo^  afleeiiooate  friend 

_  Chablm  Pabkks. 

The  sxij«k  of  MmtIi, 

1617. 

To  THR  KlonT  lloKOOIABLB  Till  LOBD0  OF  H»  MAiBSTT*0  MOn 
llOVOrKABLB  raiTY  COUKCIL.  A  TRUB  AKD  BBIBF  BBLATIOlf  OW 
SlU  WaLTBB  UaLBIOH  UII  LATB  TOTAOB  to  GoIAVA.  IIt  8AMt:KL 
JoitBS,    rBEACBBIt    |]C     OVB     OW     IIM     SDIPt     CALLBD     TUB     FlTIHO 

CauDLBion.' 


Kif*ht  HonourabU 

A  common  re]M>ri  ofliis  Ma*^''  lar^c  commisjiion  to  Sir  Walter  lUUci^, 
die  KTcat  expectation  of  mieccM,  the  importunity  of  many  worthy  i^ro tic- 
men,  the  Kood  reiK>rt  1  beard  of  Captain  Cbudlei>;b ;  joined  with  the  con- 
sidrration  of  my  want  of  employment  at  that  time  in  the  Churrh  (under 
which  miiiory  I  itill  Kufler) ;  were  the  indn(*omentt  that  prerailed  with  mo 
to  undertake  w)  danuorou*  a  Toyai^e. 

To  which  we  wi  tail  from  Plymouth  the  12th  of  June  Auno  1C17.  We 
put  in  a^ain  at  Falmouth  in  Cornwall,  after  at  Cork  in  Ireland,  where  we 
arrived  the  2otb  of  Juuo,  and  remained  till  the  19th  of  Aui;uat.  Tlie«e 
delays,  howerer  occasioned,  forced  divers  young  f;eutlemen  and  otlien 
to  sell  their  prirate  provisions  both  of  apparel  and  diet,  to  the  untimely 
death  of  many  of  them. 

Tlie  first  ship  we  gave  chase  unto  at  sea  a'e  found  to  be  one  of  London : 
from  whom  nothin^r  was  taken  but  by  mutual  cx>urtesy.  llie  30ih  Aui;usi 
we  gave  chaoo  to  a  fleet  of  four  or  five  sail,  but  could  not  got  up  with 
them,  nor  knowledf;o  directly  what  they  were. 

The  next  day  other  four  ships  wo  took,  and  found  to  be  Frenchmen  and 
Uiscaners.  Sir  Wnlter  Ualogh  stayed  Uiem  two  «iays,  tho  reason  (as  was 
reported)  because  they  wore  bound  for  Sivill  in  Spain :  nothing  was  taken 
from  them  by  force,  only  a  shallop  and  fishing  seano,  for  which  they  were 
paid  and  so  departed. 

At  Lancerok,  one  of  the  Canary  islands,  we  put  in,  desiring  only  water 
and  some  other  proriHions,  a-hich  if  the  inhabitants  oould  part  with, 
they  should  be  paid  for,  when  we  wore  promised  our  desires,  but  so  long 
delayed,  that'throe  of  our  men  being  basely  murthered  without  doing  any 
harm  to  tho  Islanders,  wo  retired  to  our  ships.  At  Gomera,  after  some 
intoroourso  of  messages,  they  (seeing  our  force)  gave  us  free  leavo  to 
water,  for  at  first  they  withstood  us. 

These  passages  I  the  rather  relate,  because  they  put  not  only  myself, 
but  many  other  gentlemen  in  a  comfortable  hope  that  Sir  Walter  Italoigh 
had  a  certainty  of  his  project,  whereof  by  his  many  former  delays  we 

• 

'  Printed  in  Notes  an«l  Queries  (2iid  S.  zi.  Jon.  5  *G1.  p.  i)  from  a  eontenipofaiy 
niaiiuKripty  oommunicated  by  Sir  T.  B.  Winningten,  Bart. 
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made  great  doubt :  till  we  saw  these  places  wherein  we  receired  such 
injuries  spared;  which  mii^ht  as  we  tliou^ht  hj  our  forces  hare  been 
easily  orcroome  and  mined.  Yet  for  ought  I  could  perceirc,  there  would 
hare  been  small  scruple  made  of  surprising  any  Spanish  shipping,  for  at 
the  Grand  Canaries  a  Spanish  carrell  was  taken,  her  men  being  all 
formerly  fled ;  her  lading  was  for  the  most  part  (tnlt,  some  little  wine, 
and  other  prorisions,  whereby  it  scorned  she  waw  lx)und  a  fishing.  And 
about  the  same  time  nerr  the  Canaries  a  Spanish  canter,  a  boat  of  about 
fifteen  or  sixteen  ton^,  laden  with  fish  of  small  worth,  in  her  some  14 
Spaniards,  all  which  were  set  free  except  one,  that  desired  to  accompany 
us  in  our  royage,  and  did,  being  used  as  one  of  our  own  men.  From  these 
island*  we  made  to  the  Isles  of  the  Cape  do  Venl,  in  most  of  the  seamen's 
judgments  rery  impertinently  :  I  am  sure  to  the  danger  of  all,  and  the 
loss  of  many  men.  For  by  steering  such  uncertain  and  unnecessary 
courses  we  were  so  becalmed,  that  aboTc  a  hundred  persons,  gentlemen 
most  of  them,  died  between  those  islands  and  the  continent  of  Guiana. 

In  which  great  mortality  I,  risiting  as  many  of  the  sick  men  in  the  duty 
of  my  ministry  as  the  occasions  of  the  sea  would  give  me  Icare,  heard 
•ad  complaints  from  many  sick  and  dying  gentlemen  of  Sir  Walter's  hard 
usage  of  them,  in  denying  cren  those  that  wore  large  adventurers  witli 
him  such  things  upon  necessity,  of  which  there  was  at  that  time  sufllcient 
•tore.  Others  of  great  worth,  either  by  birth  or  place  of  employment,  of 
being  neglected  if  not  contemned ;  of  which  number  was  Captain  John 
Piggott,  then  our  Lieutenant  General,  who  complained  to  me  thereof  on 
his  death  bed ;  besides  divers  others  that  are  returned ;  the  truth  of  this 
point.  Mat  hew  Kogem,  duelling  near  Uolborn  bridge,  then  Surgeon's 
mate  in  the  ship,  can  well  witness. 

During  this  time  Sir  Walter  himself,  taking  a  fall  in  his  ship,  being 
bruised,  fell  into  a  dangerous  fever,  wherein  I  visited  him,  (Iwing  called 
for  by  himwelf).  lie  desired  me  to  pray  for  liim,  spake  religiously,  and 
among  other  things  told  mo  that  it  grieved  htm  more  for  the  gentlemen 
than  for  himself,  whose  estates  would  lie  haxarded  by  his  death,  yet  that  he 
would  leave  such  notes  of  direction  behind  htm  as  should  be  sufficient  for 
them,  which  notes  neither  I,  nor  for  ought  I  know  any  man  else  in  the 
fleet,  yet  saw. 

At  Calean,  in  November  last.  Sir  Walter  being  somewhat  recovered, 
opened  his  project  for  the  Mine,  which  upon  the  plat  ho  demonstrated  to 
be  within  three  or  four  miles  of  the  town  Sancti  Thomo*,  which  he  knew 
to  be  inhabited  by  the  S]mniards,  for  ho  seemed  oflentimes  in  my  hearing 
to  doubt  whether  it  were  reinforced  or  no. 

Sir  Warham  St.  Leger  was  now  made  Lieutenant  General,  and  had  ho 
gone  up  to  the  town,  as  I  have  heard  himself  often  say,  he  had  not  had 
particular  directions ;  but  in  a  seeming  courtesy  Sir  W^alter  had  left  all 
things  there  to  his  valour  and  judgment.  But  God  suddenly  visiting  him 
with  a  violent  sieknesa,  George  Kawley,  then  being  Sergeant  Major,  went 
up  Commander-in-chief.  Captain  Kemis  director  for  the  mine.  Sir 
Walter  with  four  other  ships  remaining  at  Trinidado  near  the  main  mouth 
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of  Oroooque :  of  which  the  ship  wherein  I  went  lioing  one,  I  theru  aUud, 
anil  wftii  not  up  to  the  town. 

We  parted  with  thoM  forces  that  went  in  dineorery  of  the  mine  about 
the  mitUt  of  December,  and  lieard  not  of  them  again  until  the  13th  of 
February  folloi^inf; :  during  whicli  time  I  Tcfy  leUlom  heard  Sir  Walter 
•peak  of  a  mine :  and  when  lie  did,  it  was  with  far  leas  confidence  than 
formerly,  intermixing  new  projci*tii,  propounding  often  Uio  taking  of  Si. 
Joseph's  in  Trinidado,  expressing  the  great  conceit  of  wealth  might  be 
there  among  the  Spaniards,  and  the  undoubted  great  quantity  of  tobacco, 
but  all  this  while  nothing  was  done.  Tliose  that  were  absent  so  slightly 
mpccted,  especially  the  landmen,  tliat  he  would  often  say  for  the  moat  of 
them  it  was  no  matter  whether  vrer  they  returned  or  no,  they  were  good 
for  nothing  but  to  eat  Tiotuala,  and  were  aent  to  sea  on  |Mirpoac  that  their 
fricnda  might  be  rid  of  them  :  and  diTcrs  times  pro|Kmnded  to  go  away 
ami  learo  them,  to  which  none  of  the  Captains  would  ever  agree. 

Our  eompaniea  that  went  up  the  riror,  as  by  the  chief  gentlemen  at 
their  return  I  was  given  to  understand,  arrived  near  the  town  of  Si. 
Thouio!  the  second  day  of  January,  whero  the  Captains  desired  Captain 
Keniis  first  to  shew  them  the  mine ;  which  Sir  Walter  had  formerly  said 
to  be  tlirco  or  four  miles  nearer  titan  the  town,  and  that  then  if  the 
Spaniard  withatootl  them  they  would  vim  vi  rcfteUere, 

Tliis  Kemis  would  by  no  means  yioM  to,  but  alleged  divers  reasons  to 
the  rontrary ;  as  that  if  the  town  were  n*iufon*ed,  he  should  open  then  a 
mine  for  the  King  of  S|>aiu,  and  the  like,  which  not  on  any  iorms  ho  would 
be  pleasiCil  to  do.  Divers  reason:^  like  this  I  not  only  heard  by  the  gcntlc- 
mvu  that  returned,  but  saw  mysolt' under  Kemia  his  hand  in  a  letter  whiek 
he  wrote  from  Oronmiue  to  Sir  Walter  Italcigh  at  Trinidado,  which  letter 
I  transcribed,  but  have  not  the  copy  of:  yet  I  think  there  bo  of  them  in 
London. 

During  the  time  of  this  consul  tat  ion,  our  men,  ready  to  re|ioao  them* 
aelves  for  that  night,  were  assaulted  by  the  Simniards  firom  the  skirt 
of  a  wood,  in  pursuit  of  whom  they  were  brought  to  the  town  almost 
before  themselves  knew  of  it.  In  which  confiict  some  four  or  tliereabooUi 
of  cither  side  were  slain,  the  rest  of  the  Spaniards  quit  the  town  and  fled. 

The  town  being  next  day  their  own,  and  the  place  as  it  were  in  their 
possession,  every  man's  expectation  looked  hourly  for  the  discovery  of  tho 
nine,  whilst  Captain  Kemis  minded  rather  tho  tobacco,  apparol,  household 
atuff,  and  other  pillage ;  often  saying  theao  would  help  if  all  failed.  Yet 
one  night,  aa  hath  been  divers  times  rcUted  to  me  by  Captain  Thomhurat, 
himself,  accompanied  only  with  his  man,  went  out  privately  and  brougUi 
in  some  mineral  ore  which  he  cheerfully  shewed  Captain  Thomhurst ;  but 
being  tried  by  a  refiner,  it  proved  worth  nothing,  and  was  no  more  spoken 
of.  Hence  it  was  considered  that  Kemis  himself  might  be  delndod. 
even  by  Sir  Walter  Ualeigh,  in  the  ore  and  place.  For  now  the  place 
began  to  bo  called  in  question ;  new  ways  were  to  bo  searched :  boata 
were  manned  with  gentlemen,  soldiersi  and  sailors,  which  should  return 
that  night,  yet  atayed  out  two  daya ;  and  then  returned,  divera  of  ili«aa 
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linrt,  and  two  killed  outright  by  an  amboscadc  of  Spaniards  and  Spanish 
Indians. 

Within  two  days  aflcr,  the  boats  again  were  manned,  and  they  oairiod 
with  (hem  provision  for  four  days,  the  time  limited  for  their  return :  but 
they  stayed  from  the  rest  20  or  21  days  :  almost  to  tlie  famishing  of  them 
all. 

And  whereas  the  mine  was  described  to  be  three  miles  short  of  the  town, 
they  wont  not  only  three  miles  but  three  score  leagues  beyond  it,'  till  at 
last  they  were  forced  to  return ;  and  had  they  found  a  mine,  they  must 
hare  come  back  for  spades,  pickaxes,  and  refiners,  for  none  of  theso 
earned  they  with  them. 

The  13th  of  February  wo  at  Trinidado  received  news  from  them  in  Uio 
rirer,  of  the  taking  of  the  town  and  the  missing  of  the  mine. 

Sir  Walter  protested  to  the  Captains  (as  most  of  them  told  me)  his  own 
innooency,  which  to  approre  he  would  call  Kcmis  to  a  public  account  in 
their  presence  before  he  spake  with  him  priratoly  ;  which  he  never  per- 
formed. 

At  their  coming  to  us,  which  was  the  second  of  March,  Sir  Walter  made 
a  motion  of  going  back  again,  and  he  would  bring  them  to  the  mine :  the 
performance  of  which  at  that  time  was  altogether  improbable,  if  not  ini- 
poaxible.  Our  men  weary,  our  boats  split,  our  ships  foul,  and  our  victuals 
well-nigh  spent.  Then  again  for  the  taking  of  8t.  Joseph's,  which  tho 
next  moniing  was  left  of,  and  we  disembogued. 

From  thence  we  fell  down  to  the  Caril>ee  Islands  till  we  came  toMosnis : 
there  we  put  into  the  bay  the  12th  of  March.  In  which  time  Sir  Walter 
promised  to  propound  unto  tho  Captains  rery  often,  as  I  heard,  some  new 
project ;  speaking  of  a  French  Commission,  which  I  never  saw,  nor  any 
roan  thst  I  know  of. 

lie  now  likewise  freely  gave  leave  to  any  of  tho  Captains  to  leave  him 
it'  they  pleasc*d,  or  thought  they  could  better  themselves  in  their  own 
intendments;  whereupon  Captain  Whitney  and  Captain  WoUeston,  with 
their  ships,  left  him  the  sixth  of  March. 

Sir  Warham  St.  Leger  (as  I  have  oflen  heard  him  very  confidently 
report)  privately  one  day  desired  to  know  of  Sir  Walter,  whether  ho 
intended  to  como  for  England  or  no?  To  which  ho  answered  (with 
reverence  to  God  and  your  Lordships  be  it  sjioken)  that  by  €rod  he  would 
never  come  there,  for  if  they  got  him  there,  they  would  hang  him,  or  to 
that  purpose. 

Being  desired  then  by  Sir  Warham  to  tell  him  what  course  he  would 
take,  he  said  he  would  go  to  Newfoundland,  victual  and  trim  his  ships, 
and  then  lie  off  about  tho  Isles  of  the  Aaoret,  to  wait  for  some  of  tho 


is  much  furtlier  than  would  apurar  fn>ni  tho  Knglisli  aocoimt« ;  but  agntv 
with  tho  SpAoiah,  as  giTon  by  Sir  Kd ward  Schoniburgk.  *'  The  Knglisli  commandvr, 
trnvnted  at  tlic  failaro,  now  amMnl  three  boats,  a>id  having  ombarkctl  a  larger 
feroo^  tlicy  explored  the  river  as  high  up  as  tlie  Ouarico,  which  falls  into  tho 
Oriaoeo  near  Uie  village  of  Cabruto,  about  one  hundred  and  ten  knguet  from 
Santo  Tbomk  They  wcrs  twenty  days  absent  upon  the  expedition,"  ete.  />«#• 
qf  flWeae,  p.  SI 6. 
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bom^ward-bormd  Spuiiardf ;  that  he  mi^^ht  grt  wnncthiiig  to  \M 
woioomc  into  Pimiico  or  clMwhorc.  At  Mcnii«,  tho  Slut  of  Marrh.  tiir 
Cmptainfl  bearing  of  Kcmta  Iiia  untimely  death,  preanmed  that  they  had 
been  much  abused  in  thia  |>rojeet  by  Kemis  or  Sir  Walter,  or  both ;  and 
oonaidering  with  themseWea  their  men  were  ready  to  mutiny,  and  woald 
not  follow  them  any  lon|:er  if  thoy  followed  Sir  Walter,  but  would  carry 
the  ghipa  where  thry  pleaaed ;  Sir  WaUer'M  nueertainty  and  many  clelayi, 
— re«olrcd  all  to  leare  him,  and  contort  no  longer  with  him,  whieh  they 
within  few  dayM  actually  did. 

And  though  al  first  they  were  not  resolred  to  come  directly  into  Kng* 
land,  yet  within  few  days  upon  lietter  eonnideration  they  thought  it  better 
to  refer  themselves  to  his  Ma*''*  princely  clemency,  and  to  learo  off  that 
Toyagc  with  so  great  loss,  than  by  longer  staying  out  to  incur  his  high 
displeasure;  and  so  made  for  Kngland.  As  for  Sir  Walter's  return, 
whether  it  were  willing  or  constrained,  all  that  I  know  of  it  is  by  the 
report  of  some  gentlemen  then  in  his  ship,  who  relate  it  thus.  Noar  the 
bank  of  Newfoumlland,  there  began  a  mutiny  among  the  seamen ;  some 
of  them,  weaiy  of  the  voyage,  dcKiring  to  be  at  home  for  better  employ- 
ment ;  othen,  which  had  formerly  been  pirates,  would  stay  at  sea  till  they 
had  gotten  sometliing.  Sir  Walter,  to  aptiease  this  tumult,  canio  up 
from  his  cabin,  read  hiit  Mn*r«  commission  to  them,  and  lastly  put  it  to 
their  own  choice  by  most  voices  what  tlicy  should  do ;  giving,  as  I  hear, 
his  own  voice  at  that  time  veiy  confidently  for  Kngland. 

Tliat  ever  he  slighted  the  King's  MajcHty  or  his  authority  by  any 
words  of  liis,  or  suffered  it  to  be  done,  or  that  it  ever  was  done  by  any 
one  in  the  fleet,  I  never  yet  heard.  The  gentlemen  that  were  most 
inward  with  him,  as  I  hear  and  think,  were  Captain  Charles  Parker,  Sir 
John  Holmden,  and  Captain  Goorge  Italcigh,  the  chief  acamen,  and  of 
them  but  few. 

Thus,  Right  Hon*"!*  Lords,  in  the  simplicity  of  truth,  free  from  all 
sinister  affection,  I  have  endeavourod  to  perform  what  by  your  Lordships 
I  was  appoiuted,  though  with  much  weakness,  which  I  refer  to  your  Lord- 
ships' view  and  favourable  censure.  My  pen  halh  not  been  used  to  so 
high  emplojrment,  but  my  prayers  shall  never  cease  to  mount  the  throoo 
of  Grace,  that  God  will  lie  pleased  to  make  you  all  glorious  in  Ueaven 
whom  he  hath  msde  so  gracious  and  houourablo  on  earth. 

Your  honoured  Lordships'  ever  to  be  oommanded, 

Samubl  Jokm. 

EzTBicTM  rBoM  Sin  T.  Wiuon's  Mimutis. 
Jardine,  p.  903.    Corrected  from  MS.* 
13th  September  at  night. 
This  evening  liiiding  him  at  my  coming  in,  reading  of  the  INialuis,  1 
told  him  there  was  the  best  comfort ;  there  wsm  a  man  and  a  King,  and  the 
best  uiau  and  ihe  best  King  thai  ever  was,  wlio  bad  yet  aii  great  affliction  as 
ever  any  had,  and  yet  with  his  constancy  and  faithfulness  he  overcame  all ; 

*  8.  P.  voL  soil.  no.  10.  i.    Origiaal  rough  notes. 
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mnd  so  might  he.  Hereupon  he  began  and  told  mc  from  tho  beginning  to 
the  cud  all  his  infortunity,  how  firrit  at  his  Majesty  8  coming  in,  Northamp- 
ton, Suflblk,  Salinbury,  and  the  rent  plotted  to  get  him  and  Cobham  out  of 
favour  and  get  the  good,  with  all  the  circumstances  therein :  and  said  that 
that  was  aa  unjust  a  condemnation,  without  proof  and  testimony,  as  ever 
was  known.  So  went  he  along  his  1 3  yean*  imprisonment,  his  moans  to  pro- 
euro  the  liberty  late  fur  his  voyage,  his  disasters  there,  and  all  the  tedious 
cirrumst ancles,  then  tlie  betraying  of  him  by  Sir  Lewes  Stukley.  .  .  . 

M"  that  when  I  told  him  that  if  he  would  but  discover  what  ho  knew 
the  King  would  forgive  him  and  do  him  all  favour, '  Ayo,'  quoth  he, '  how 
should  I  be  assured  of  that  ?  He  will  say  when  all  is  told,  tho  knave  was 
afraid  of  hia  life,  else  he  would  not  have  told  it,  and  therefore  no,  God-a 
mercy ' :  so  I  perceive  he  haa  something  to  discover.  I  told  him  if  ho 
would  write  to  the  King  I  would  ride  and  carry  it,  and  assumed  ui)on 
my  life  I  would  return  him  a  gnu*ious  answer.  Whereto  he  made  a 
pause  aa  if  he  were  half  persuaded  to  do  it.  Then  supper  coming  up, 
aiter  he  had  supped  ho  gat  courage  again  to  say  ho  know  nothing  worth 
tho  revealing.  .  .  . 

13th  September.  This  day  upon  his  complaint  of  his  misery  I  giving 
liim  counsel  and  comfort  to  bear  his  affliction  with  patience,  upon  tho 
a0Kurani*c  of  God*s  mercy,  and  the  example  of  such  as  God  had  suiTercd 
to  be  aa  grievously  adlicted  as  flesh  and  blood  could  boar,  and  yet  he  had 
niitored  thcra  to  as  grvnl  felicity  asevor,  ....  he  took  thereuiK>ii  to  com- 
mend the  magnanimity  of  the  Konians  who  would  rather  take  their  deaths 
by  their  own  hands  than  endure  any  that  were  base  and  re))roachful.  To 
which  I  answered  then  that  they  were  such  as  kuew  not  Goil  nor  the  danger 
of  their  souls  to  be  damned  to  perpetual  torment  of  hell  for  destroying  their 
bodies  which  God  had  nmde  a  temple  for  the  Holy  Ghost  to  dwell  in.  To 
w  hicb  he  said  that  it  was  a  disputable  question :  for  divers  do  hold  opinion 
that  a  man  may  do  it  and  yet  not  desperately  despair  of  God*s  mercy,  but 
dio  in  God's  favour.  .  .  .  Whereto  this  discourse  of  his  tended  it  is  easily 
■cen,  but  I  think  ho  hath  no  such  Itoman  courage.  Mr.  Lieutenatit  tells 
me  he  bath  had  like  diacourse  with  him  heretofore  and  charged  him  with 
aueh  intent  U|K>n  occasion  of  his  having  so  many  apothecary  drugs  and 
auch  like  *  which  wore  well  they  were  not  suilered,  saith  he,  to  be  hero.* 
*  Why,'  saith  he,  'if  you  take  away  these  and  all  such  means  from  me, 
yet  if  I  had  such  a  mind  I  could  run  my  head  against  a  post  and  kill 
myself.'  .  •  . 

21  Sq»tember.  This  day  I  sitting  by  him  while  tho  barber  was  trim- 
niog  and  kecming  my  head,  ho  told  mo  ho  was  wont  to  koem  his  head 
every  day  a  whole  hour  before  he  came  into  the  Tower.  Asking  why  ho 
<lid  not  do  so  still,  ho  said  ho  would  know  first  who  should  have  it:  ho 
would  not  bestow  so  much  cost  of  it  for  the  hangman*  .  .  •' 

This  day  I  got  from  him  one  thing  which  it  seems  he  hath  not  written  to 
your  M.  which  argues  that  tho  French  agent  did  not  plot  with  him  of  him- 
self, nor  without  having  first  instructions  out  of  France :  for  Kawley  saith 
that  when  he  tokl  the  agent  that  he  had  no  acquaintance  in  France  he  bade 

>  Ibid.  nof.  48. 
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him  take  no  care,  ho  should  find  acquaintance  enough,  and  that  let  him  p>  w 
fast  at  he  could  his  packet  should  be  before  him,  and  La  Chetne  should  |^ 
over  land  and  meet  him.  I  urypni;  him  further  thai  himself  had  xaid  that 
he  luid  a  commission  out  of  France,  and  that  it  was  told  at  M.  do  ftfarrrttz 
table  here  liefore  his  f^oing  hence,  he  said  'tis  true  that  he  said  so :  for,  niih 
he,  when  we  found  so  ill  succcks  at  S.  Thome  wc  fell  to  counsel  fur  lakiiif; 
the  Plate  fleet  or  the  Mexico  fleet ;  at  which  said  some  « liat  shall  we  be 
the  better  ?  for  when  we  come  home  the  King  will  hare  what  we  have  gotten 
and  we  shall  be  hanged.  Tlien,  quoth  Kawlej,  jou  shall  not  need  to  fear 
tiiat,  for  I  hare  a  French  commission  by  which  it  is  lawful  to  take  any 
beyond  the  Canaries.  And  I  have  another,  quoth  Sir  John  Feme,  and 
by  that  we  may  go  lie  under  Brosi  or  Bellyle,  and  with  one  pari  theivol 
satisfy  Franco,  and  with  another  procure  our  peace  with  England,  but 
he  saith  he  had  no  such  commission,  but  spake  it  only  to  keep  the  licet 
together,  which  else  ho  found  were  apt  to  part  and  fall  on  pirating.  Tlii« 
blanching  excuse  he  brought  in  afterwards,  fearing  his  former  oonfession 
might  be  a  testimony  against  him.  .  .  .* 

This  erening  after  I  had  told  him  I  had  written  to  Mr.  Sec.  to  entreat 
an  answer  of  his  Majesty's  acceptation,  I  fell  by  occasion  into  a  question 
with  him  of  his  end  of  going  into  France,  albeit  he  had  told  mo  bcfoie 
that  it  was  only  to  Kare  himself  till  the  storm  was  blown  OTer,  hoping  by 
the  Queen  or  some  of  his  friends  to  procure  his  peace.  Now  he,  thinking 
tliat  I  had  a  bad  memory,  as  perhaps  he  flo<ls,  he  told  me  he  would  make 
mo  his  ghoMtly  father,  and  that  his  hopn  in  France  were  that  at  least 
with  his  ship  and  2  pinnaces  he  might  recover  again  Guiana,  and  ao  (ind 
the  mine,  which  they  failed  on  by  reason  of  his  sickness  in  his  shi|i,  lieiug 
8i>  leag\ies  ofl*,  the  mine  bi*ing  so  much  up  the  river  Orcnoque :  or  else  his 
hoi>e  was  that  ho  being  in  France,  the  Spanish  ambassador  there,  fearing 
what  hurt  he  might  do  to  Spain  being  in  Prance,  would  procure  tho  King 
of  Spain  to  write  to  his  M.  to  call  him  home  and  givo  him  his  |iardon. 
This  is  his  last  dream.' 

10. 

Although  the  authority  duo  to  a  judicial  acntcuco  from  a  judgc^ 
who  has  no  interest  in  the  cause  cannot  bo  claimed  for  tlii^  declara- 
tion, framed  as  it  was  by  thodo  who  were  ro8|>onaiblo  lor  the  action 
which  it  wu8  written  to  justify, — ^although,  therefore,  it  is  fairly  open 
to  such  suspicions  as  must  always  attach  to  statements  made  in  self- 
defence, — ^I  cannot  uuderstaiid  why  it  should  bo  considered  unde- 
serving  of  such  attcution  as  statements  made  in  self-defenco  aro 
always  held  to  bo  entitled  to.  Let  it  by  all  moons  bo  analysed, 
criticized,  confronted,  disputed,  and  (where  it  can  be  convicted  of 
error)  set  aside.  But  why  should  it  not  be  heard  Y  Now  althougli', 
when  I  remember  the  im|K)rtance  which  is  claimed  for  it  by  lluiii^i 
I  cannot  suppose  that  its  existence  ib  not  generally  known,  yet 

■Ibid.no.68.  <  IbkL  now 60. i. 
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when  I  read  the  Btfltcmoiif  a  of  the  caw)  as  commonly  set  forth  in  our 
populiir  biographies  and  histories  of  state  trials,  I  can  hardly  think 
that  it  has  been  read  by  the  writers.  For  I  find  almost  invariably 
that  all  the  material  points  are  omitted  ;  and  when  I  enquire  in  what 
{Mirticulars  it  is  inaccurate  and  how  the  inaccuracy  is  proved,  I  find 
flcarcely  anything  to  enlighten  me.  I  cannot  indeed  profess  to  be 
acquainted  \\ith  all  that  hoH  been  written  on  the  subject,  and  the 
question  may  have  been  satisfactorily  answered  in  some  book  which 
1  have  not  seen ;  but  I  cannot  at  present  recall  more  than  two  par- 
ticulars in  which  the  truth  of  the  narrative  has  been  definitely 
challenged :  one  of  which  is  a  very  small  and  immaterial  error, — if 
it  bo  an  error  at  all ;  and  the  other  is  merely  an  opinion  stated  to  bo 
crroueouiv,  upon  a  question  on  which  opinions  differ. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  taken  exception  to  the  statement  that  Ralegh 
dealt  with  the  owner  of  the  French  barque  for  a  passage  from  Ply- 
mouth  ''  before  ho  was  under  guard  ;**'  and  it  is  true  that  according 
to  Captain  King's  narrative  (as  quoted  by  Oldys)  it  must  have 
been  njier  he  had  bet*n  arretted.  lUit  Captain  tCing^s  narrative  was 
not  writtiMi  till  after  the  Declarntion  was  published,  and  we  do  not 
know  what  other  evidence  the  CommissionerH  had  before  them.^ 
That  they  were  in  error  at  all  may  still  be  doubted.  That  the  error, 
if  any,  was  immaterial,  may  be  si^en  by  this — the  correction  of  it 
does  not  alter  the  case ;  a  reasonable  apprehension  of  arrest  being 
as  good  a  justification  of  the  attempt  to  escape  (if  any  justification 
were  needed)  as  the  arrest  itself;  and  a  cause  for  reasonable  appre- 
heusiou  having  been  already  furnished  by  the  Proclamation.  All 
that  tlio  attempt  to  esca|)e  could  prove  in  either  case  was  that  llalegh 
fiid  not  mean  to  trust  hiuiKclf  in  the  hands  of  government  if  he  could 
help  it;  and  an  attempt  to  esca|)e  **  betore  he  wus  under  guard'*  did 
not  prove  this  more  conclusively  than  an  attempt  after.-^ 

•  ••  Bftorc  StncUyt  arrival  at  Ptifmotilh*'  are  Mr.  Edwanls'i  word*.     Bui 
hare  onlj  to  deal  with  the  real  ones. 

'  Tbcj  miut  Imto  bad  «oine  kind  of  evidence  tliat  he  had  meditated  escoiM 
before  the  arrest,  because  in  the  proceeding  before  the  Comiuissioucrs,  among  the 
"faults  committed  since  his  voyngo,"  the  fir^t  was  *'his  purpow  of  flight  htfore 
commandment  laid  upon  him,"  and  the  second  "his  endeavour  to  flj  a/ifer  the 
arrest  upon  him."  It  is  true  that  ho  denied  the  first  charge,  assorting  that  "  ho 
■ought  not  to  escape  till  hu  arrest  bjr  Sir  Lewis  Stuclejr."  But  it  is  stiU  possiblo 
tliftt  tho  Commissioners  knew  better. 

'  It  is  to  be  obserred  that  Ralegh  himself,  on  the  seaflbld,  alluded  to  the  fact, 
•Inioat  ill  Uic  same  terms  which  wen>  afterwards  used  in  the  Declaration,  without 
denying  it.  lie  alluded  to  it  as  one  of  the  facts  wliich  gave  the  King  *VJust  and 
weighty  reason  to  beliero  "  that  ho  had  had  some  plot  with  France.  He  denied 
the  |4ut,  but  not  the  facts  which  ju»tifietl  the  su»pioi<iii,  of  which  the  first  was 
**  that  when  I  camo  back  from  Ouialu^  o«  mjt  arriral  at  Ptymomth^  I  endearourtd 
to  hart  paseed  orrr  in  a  Bmall  bark  to  RocheL*'  These  are  his  own  wonU,  as 
iviiorlod:  and  the  fact  is  by  implication  admitted.  In  the  IXvlamtiou  the  same 
Cact  is  alleged  to  |irofe,  not  any  plot  with  France,  but  a  desire  to  escape  from 
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Mr.  Oartliucr,  on  the  other  hand,  who  has  been  careful  to  compare 
ilie  ttateoienta  in  the  Declaration  with  the  testimony  of  independent 
witneMC*,  and  conclude*  that  **  it  va«  founded  upon  the  eritlener 
taken  "  and  contains  notliing  which  the  authors  did  not  belicre  to 
bo  true,  fintls  ncrertheless  an  error  at  the  bottom  of  it  which  rendem 
the  su|)cr»tnicturo  **  altogether  falne  an  a  whole.*'  Tins  error  was 
the  asHuniption  that  Ralegh  did  not  bclicrc  in  the  existence  of  the 
mine.  **  Starting  from  the  theory  that  the  mine  was  a  mere  fi|*ment 
of  Italeigh's  imagination,  they  could  not  fail  **  he  sayn  **  to  mi»iiittT- 
prct  the  facts  before  them."'  I  do  not  however  underiftind  them 
to  have  adopted  the  theory  before  they  looked  at  the  facU ;  but  to 
have  arrived  at  it  by  way  of  inference yrosi  the  facts.  If  the  infer- 
ence wan  wrong,  they  must  no  doubt  have  misinterprete«l  wme  of 
them,  but  not  necessarily  all,  or  those  which  were  mo:»t  materia].  I 
haw  al neatly  expressed  my  own  opinion  that  the  question  whether 
Halegh  did  or  did  not  belie\o  in  the  existence  of  the  mine  \»  <"om- 
parol ively  immnterial, — the  material  question  being  whether  he 
believed  that  the  thing  he  was  going  to  do  was  within  the  limits  of 
his  commission  :  and  I  cannol  understand  how  the  assumption  that  the 
mine  was  a  pretence  should  have  made  it  impossible  to  relate  truly 
what  he  did  in  the  pretended  pursuit  of  it.  Ilis  motives  may  havo 
been  misinterpreted ;  but  if  the  evidence  was  fairly  taken  and  dulj 
weighed,  his  actions  were  reprosented  correctly;  and  it  was  with  his 
actions,  not  his  motives,  that  the  law  was  conceme<].  Hut  to  believe 
that  ho  knew — that  is,  that  he  thought  he  knew  (for  I  do  not  under- 
stand Mr.  Gardiner  to  maintain  tlmt  there  wai  such  a  thin:;) — of  a 
particular  mine  to  be  found  in  a  |>urlicular  place,  is  to  mo  diflicult. 
Ill  the  first  plnc^  what  reason  had  he  to  tliin|c  so?  If  I  undemtand 
Mr,  Gardiner  right,  all  he  knew  about  it  was  this: — In  1505  Captain 
Key  mis  was  going  down  the  valley  of  the  Orinoco  with  an  Indian 

England  ;  and  tlio  wortlc  arp  **  for  soos  ttfler  ku  eomia^  to  PiifMontA,  bribrr  ha 
wa«  under  guard,  he  dealt  irilk  the  oieuer  of  a  Pnrneh  imrk^"  Ac.  Tlie  |MUvn- 
tlietiad  cIuum  wa;*  inverted  in  order  to  oiplnin  how  it  liiip|ienrd  tlmt,  linriiif^ 
niiMcd  that  opportunity,  ho  found  no  other :  the  renaon  being  that  aAenrnrdii  he 
was  better  guarded.  If  RaK*g)i  had  thought  it  aa  imfiortant  lu  Mr.  Kdwartb  dor* 
to  tiate  that  his  attempt  to  e»*n)«  wan  oonsequont  not  on  hit  orriral  §1  Pljmoulh 
but  on  his  am^st  bj  Stuclej,  he  wouM  surely  have  expressed  it  so. 

Witli  regard  to  the  expression  "  before  ho  wait  under  giinnl  '* — for  whic}i  Mr. 
Edwarvls  substitutes  "  Wore  Stucloy**  arrival  at  Plymouth "  (an  if  it  wore  an 
equiralent) — it  is  to  boobserrcd  that  he  wtis  so  little  uuder  gunrrl  at  tliat  time  tliat 
neeortling  to  CnptiUn  King,  ns  quoted  by  Oidys,  **ho  waa  soinetiiiH*t2  or  3  dava 
witliout  seiMug  Sir  I*.  Stueloy  :*'  and  according  to  Ralegh  hinwlf,  in  one  of  the  - 
re)H>rt4  of  his  lost  sixvch.  Sir  Lewis  **  leH  him  9  or  10  days  to  go  whero  he  lleird, 
while  he  rode  aljout  the  country.**  (Oldys  p.  610.)  It  is  ckar  tlirrelbrc  thai  in 
any  sense  of  the  wonls  suitable  to  the  context,  though  it  was  not  before  Stucley's 
arrival  at  Flymoutli,  it  fp«  before  he  was  «*  under  guard." 

*  P.  Charlct  and  the  Sp.  Mar.  I  p.  162. 
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guide.  At  a  particoliir  place  lie  observed  his  guide  stop  and  make 
signs  as  if  be  wanted  to  show  bim  sometbing.  Supposing  it  was 
only  a  waterfiill,  be  would  not  turn  aside,  but  went  on  and  tbougbt 
no  more  about  it.  Tbe  next  year  be  was  on  tbe  Orinoco  in  tbc 
mine  region,  witb  an  Indian  pilot.  Tbe  pilot  directed  bis  attention 
to  a  spot,  whicb  be  recognised  as  tlie  same  towards  wbicb  tbe  otber 
guide  bad  pointed  the  year  before ;  and  be  was  now  told  tbat  tbere 
was  a  vory  ricb  <;old  mine  there.  This  was  in  1600 ;  and  Keymis^s 
it^port  of  Ihis,  so  fnr  as  I  can  learn,  was  all  tbat  Ralegb  ever  knew 
of  tbe  matter.  Now  such  evidence  miglit  be  motive  enough  to  an 
adventurous  man  for  seeking  a  mine  there :  but  was  it  enoiigb  to 
make  a  man  of  Kale^b*8  experience  so  sure  of  finding  it  tbat  he 
would  stake  n*putatiou  and  fortune  u|m>u  the  issue  ?  It  is  true  that 
ho  used  language  implying  a^  much ;  but  in  order  to  believe  it  one 
must  take  a  new  view  of  iiis  understanding. 

Let  us  suppose  however  that  it  was  so.  Let  us  suppose  that 
upon  Keymis's  report  of  what  be  beard  from  the  Indians  in  159G 
Ralcgb  really  felt  sure  of  finding,  witb  Keymis's  help,  in  1G17,  a 
Tory  ricb  gold-mine  in  a  certain  place,  if  bo  could  only  get  far 
enough  up  tbe  river :  and  let  us  see  whether  he  took  the  measures 
wbicb  such  a  belief  would  naturally  prompt.  One  such,  according 
to  his  own  account,  be  did  take.  He  obtained  from  Keymis  a 
description  of  the  place;  a  description,  it  seems,  so  exact  that 
**  a  blind  man  mi^bt  fiud  it  by  the  marks  set  dowu."^  But  what 
did  he  do  witb  it?  Keymis  might  be  kilted  or  die  on  the  way. 
He  himself  was  not  to  be  of  the  party.  Is  it  conceivable  that  in  an 
adventure  upon  the  success  of  wbicb  everything  dear  to  bim  depended, 
be  would  have  sent  a  force  u]>  the  Orinoco  to  find  that  particular 
spot,  without  a  copy  of  this  description  of  it, — for  the  use,  in  case  of 
Keymis's  death,  of  whoever  might  succeed  him  in  the  commnnd  ? 
Yet  I  cannot  bear  tbat  it  was  ever  seen  by  anybody  else,  or  that  ho 
bimself  had  kept  any  note  of  it.  He  repeated  over  and  over  again 
bis  oiiertian  tbat  "  such  a  mine  there  was,  within  three  miles  of  S. 
Thome."  The  production  of  Keymis's  description  would  have  been 
more  to  tbe  purpose  than  many  asscrtioni.  Yet  no  sucb  thing  is 
beard  of. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Keymis  reached  tbe  place  without  accident 
and  witb  an  escort  strong  enough  to  protect  him  against  any  force 
tbat  might  interfere.  But  he  could  not  find  any  mine,  and  was 
obliged  to  retuni  empty.  Tbe  rest  we  learn  from  Ralegh  himself 
According  to  him,  Keymis  after  his  return  continued  to  speak  of  the 

>  Ralfgh's  Apology. 
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mine  at  if  there  were  no  doubt  it  was  thcrr,  but  pleaded  in  eicnse 
for  eoniing  awajr  without  opening  it  that  it  would  have  eo«t  too 
many  lirca  (tlio  woods  being  occupied  bj  the  dislodged  Spaniirdf}. 
— that  they  could  not  have  held  it  for  want  of  Tictualis — thai  to 
diiCOTer  it,  without  being  able  to  work  it  and  hold  it  theui«lw«. 
would  hare  been  to  diacorer  it  to  the  Spaniards,— ^uid  therHbfo  tbi 
ha  thought  it  better  to  pretend  to  his  own  coropaniet  thai  W 
could  not  find  it.  "  All  which  iancios/'  proceeds  Ralegh,  **  I  njeticd, 
and  brfore  divert  of  ike  yrmtUmem  discoverod  his  ignorance:  '*  ti^lJ 
him  tliat  he  could  hare  had  no  difliculty  in  finding  tlie  mine ;  that  i 
hundred  woi|;lit  of  tlie  ore  to  shew  the  King  would  haro  been  vrii 
worth  a  humlred  lirca  of  auch  as  remained  of  tlio  land  foren  aft^^r 
hit  aon*a  dt^th;  and  finally  that  he  must  Icarc  him  to  make  pood  i>i» 
own  ncusc,  ft»r  he  could  not  justify  it.  Tliis,  it  sccmn,  waa  before 
company:  and  ''with  thia  Kcymis  accmed  greatly  diacontentrd, and 
ao  continued  dircra  daya:**  which  was  natural  enough.  We  cm- 
p1oyc<l  those  days  in  writing  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Arundel  (sko 
had  h(H»n  ono  of  the  pntriMis  of  the  cx|HHlition),  in  which  hccicu^rd 
hiniiM'lf  by  the  aame  and  other  arguments  for  coming  away  aa  he  did: 
hnHight  it  to  lUlcigh  in  hia  cabin ;  and  **  prayed  him  to  alkiwof  bii 
apology.*'  Kalegh  refused.  *'  Ho  had  undone  him  by  hia  obatioacj: 
he  could  not  farour  in  any  sort  his  former  folly." 

*'  lie  then  asked  me  whetlier  that  were  my  Hnal  resolution  ?  I  told  bin 
that  it  was.  He  then  replied  io  these  worda  '  I  know  then.  Sir,  skat 
eoursc  to  take.' " 

Tlic  course  which  he  took  was  to  retire  to  hia  own  cabin  and  put 
himself  to  death. 

Now  if  we  are  to  suppose  thai  Key  mis  was  conscious  of  Doiliin* 
worse  than  failure,  without  any  fault  of  hia  own,  in  a  Ic^timate 
enterprise ; — if  he  believed,  what  it  seems  he  was  pre|Kired  to  main- 
tain, that  iu  giring  up  the  search  for  tho  miue  (which  lie  stDI  fuHj 
bcliercd  to  bo  there)  he  had  acted  prudently ; — I  find  it  bani  to 
understand  how  the  discorcry  that  Ralegh  was  of  a  diiTcrcnt  opiaion 
should  hare  driren  him  to  that  extremity.  *'  Tho  truth  "  aayi  Pro- 
fessor >k'apier  **  would  seem  to  be,  that  belioTing  firmly  in  the  ex- 
istence of  a  mine  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Thomas,  and  bcini; 
awakened  by  tho  reproaches  of  his  old  commander  to  a  full  aeiiMof 
the  ruinous  consequences  of  its  non -discovery,  he  was  prompted  by  i 
strong  feeling  of  shame  and  grief,  arising  from  the  thought  tbat  he 
had  too  hastily  abandoned  the  search,  to  destroy  himself.***  I  do 
not  say  that  this  is  incredible ;  because  tho  conditions  of  mcntil 

*  Ed.  Ror.  Ap.  1840^  p.  86. 
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eanity  are  liitlo  iiudentood,  aud  it  may  bo  that  the  mortiflcation  of 
Huch  a  reception  added  to  tlie  mortification  of  the  failure  itaelf  was 
cnuu|;h  to  make  a  man  mad.  But  I  should  find  the  case  more  in- 
telligible if  I  might  suppose  that  there  had  been  a  prifate  under- 
standing between  Ralegh  and  Kcjmis  about  the  mine — an  under- 
standing unwritten  and  possibly  unspoken,  but  known  to  themselves 
— and  that  Ki^ymis  thought  he  was  going  to  be  thrown  over.  Such 
an  undcTstaiuling  was  by  no  means  impossible.  80  well  as  they 
knew  each  other,  and  so  quick  as  Ualcgh's  apprehension  was,  it 
might  easily  have  been  managed  without  any  words.  They  both 
believed  in  the  iiiineral  riches  of  the  region.  It  was  but  to  '*  know 
of**  a  particular  mine.  Keymis,  for  Ralegh's  sake,  might  easily  pre- 
tend to  know  more  than  he  really  knew.  Ralegh,  for  his  own  sake, 
might  easily  pretend  to  believe  more  than  he  really  believed.  In  that 
case  the  disappointment  would  be,  not  that  they  found  no  mine,  but 
that  they  found  no  ricked,  mineral  or  other.  And  if  Keymis  found  or 
suspected  that  Ralegh  meant  to  throw  the  whole  blame  upon  him, 
pretending  that  he  had  been  himself  deceived,  it  would  not  be  so 
strange  if  his  vexation  became  tragical.  It  is  not  necessary  to  sup- 
pose tliat  Rak'gb  intended  to  carry  out  the  threat.  He  was  not 
prepared  for  any  tragical  issue  at  the  time;  and  ho  had  to  play 
before  others  the  part  of  an  oflfeuded  and  disappointed  commander. 
Perhaps  he  played  it  a  little  too  well.  But  his  behaviour  to  Keymis, 
aa  related  by  himself,  requires  explanation,  and  it  seeniH  that  it  pre- 
sented some  diiTiculty ;  for  the  evidence  varies  considerably,^  and  the 
Poclaration  avoids  all  mention  of  the  catastrophe. 

But  further.  If  everything  de|)ended  upon  the  discovery  of  the 
mine,  aud  the  discovery  of  the  mine  depended  upon  the  accuracy  of 
those  two  observations  of  Keymis  aud  the  truth  of  the  Indian's 
report,  is  it  not  strange  that  the  probabilities  of  success  were  not 
more  canvassed  during  the  voyage?  Ju  Ralegh's  journal  I  do  not 
think  the  mine  is  once  alluded  to.  And  in  the  letter  from  one  of 
the  Captains,  which  was  written  while '  preparations  were  making 
for  the  expedition  up  the  river  and  in  a  spirit  of  sanguine  expecta- 
tion  of  unbounded  success — the  letter  which  was  published  in  1G18 
under  the  title  of  "  News  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  " — there  is  not  a 
word  from  which  one  would  infer  that  the  object  of  the  expedition 
was  the  discovery  of  a  mine.  The  writer  evidently  understood  it  to 
bo  the  taking  possession  of  an  empire.  The  general  had  received, 
he  says,  from  Sir  Robert  Dudley — 

"  a  strong  ssioranee  that  yet  there  remained,  out  of  the  hands  of  all 
the  Kings  aod  Princes  in  Chnst4*ndom,  in  the  south  parts  of  America, 

>  Oompwe  Norili  (p.  418)  sad  Jonet  (p.  424). 
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the  TCij  mtfCAiina  of  all  rich  mcUlu,  and  irneh  an  mhinto  ■•  wUtmotrtr 
iihall  hare  the  foHane  to  eonqner  it  iiliall  m  darken  all  the  arti<tfiji  either 
of  Cortei  or  IVnearo,  that  nolhini;  but  porerty  will  appear  in  their 
deedfi,  neither  Mexico  nor  Peru  be  worthy  to  be  eompared  with  it,  and 
what  Prince  Merer  ahall  ponneim  it  uliall  be  lord  of  more  Ri^d,  of  n  more 
lieaittiful  empire,  and  of  more  eitict  and  people,  than  eitlier  the  Kini;  of 
Spain  or  the  great  Turk.  At  this  que«tionleM  our  hopes  promiae  that 
his  noble  endu  do  Itend ;  for  being  full  as  great,  and  baring  been  much 
greater  than  any  man  whatsoerer  of  oar  nation  tliat  bath  foUowed  the 
like  eoarse,  to  what  shonld  his  great  heart  look  F  or  what  should  h«*  dedi- 
eate  to  so  gracious  and  merciful  a  King  as  ho  enjoyeth,  but  the  werj  top 
and  garland  of  all  heroieal  actions?** 

Those,  it  seems,  wore  the  hopes  with  which  be  inspired  his  fol- 
lowers ;  and  I  cmnnot  help  thinking  that  ho  had  much  more  Caith 
in  thorn  himself  than  in  finding  a  mine  of  slate-gold  ore,  ii  foot 
and  a  half  belon*  the  surface  of  the  ground,  within  three  miles  of  8. 
Thome. 

His  proposal  to  the  Lords  of  tho  Council  in  1011  (by  which  ho 
engaged — in  case  Keyniis,  after  being  gunrdt^d  to  the  place,  lUiould 
fail  to  bring  to  Kitgland  half  a  ton  of  slate  gold  ore,— to  bear  tho 
whole  ehnrgo  of  the  ex|MMlitiou)  is  indeed  regarded  by  Professor 
Napier  (who  first  printed  it)  as  *'  proving  that  ho  was  ready  to  stake 
his  fortune  and  liberty  upon  Keymis's  knowledge  of  tho  existcnoo 
of  a  gold  mine  in  the  interior"  of  Guiana,  and  thereby  settling  tlie 
question  as  to  the  reality  of  his  own  belief  in  such  a  mine.  I  can- 
not think  that  it  proves  so  much  as  that.  It  proves  only  that  he 
was  ready  to  stake  a  sum  of  utoney  equal  to  the  cost  of  tho  voyage— 
that  is  to  tho  expenses  Minun  the  proceeds ^upon  the  chaoco  of 
Keymis  being  able  to  bring  back  half  a  ton  of  slate  gold  ore.  Nor 
did  ho  stake  his  liberty  even  upon  that.  He  ritked  no  liberty.  If 
tho  adventure  turned  out  well  he  was  to  have  his  liberty  restored  \ 
if  not,  he  was  to  continue  as  ho  was.  And  as  to  his  fortune,  bo  did 
not  propose  to  risk  it  upon  that  hope  more  than  he  had  boon  used 
to  do  without  any  such  hope.  It  would  not  have  been  the  first  voyage 
that  hod  been  made  at  his  charges ;  and  even  if  no  mine  had  been 
discovered,  it  might  ucverthelcsa  have  been  a  good  one. 

As  a  possible  solution  of  some  of  the  difficulties  which  meet  us  in 
endeavouring  to  find  a  consistent  theory  of  his  actions,  I  have  some- 
times suspected  him  of  fancying  that  there  was  a  private  understand- 
ing between  himself  and  the  King,  similar  to  that  which  I  think 
there  must  really  have  been  between  him  and  Keymis;  an  under- 
standing that  his  assurances  with  regard  to  the  distance  of  tho  mine 
from  all  Spanish  settlements  were  merely  devices  to  enable  the  King 

VOL.  Ti.  2  F 
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to  disclaim  all  knowlodgo  of  tho  fact  ;>  that  he  was  to  bring  back 
proofs  of  the  riches  of  the  region,  getting  them  a«  he  best  could, 
and  if  it  appeared  to  be  worth  holding  the  King  was  to  claim  it  as 
his  own  by  right  of  the  cession  to  Elizabeth.  Such  an  idea  would 
account  for  several  things  not  easily  accounted  for  othorwi»e;  among 
tho  rest  for  his  making  it  a  matter  of  complaint  that  the  plan  of  his 
Toyago  bad  boon  communicated  to  the  Spanish  government ;  a  com- 
plaint which  on  any  other  supposition  seems  absurd.  For  if  the 
King  meant  in  good  faith  to  allow  no  aggression  upon  Spanish  ter- 
ritory, why  should  he  not  inform  the  Spanish  government  to  what 
territory  tho  armed  force  which  he  was  sending  out  was  bound  ? 
And  if  the  Spanish  government  made  use  of  tho  information  only  to 
strengthen  llielr  own  defences  along  tho  line  of  march — which  was 
all  that  Ralegh  himiu^lf  charged  thcin  with  doing — what  had  he  to 
cnmphiin  of?  If,  however,  we  may  suppose  thnt  he  took  the  King 
for  his  accomplice  in  a  treacherous  attempt  to  take  the  Spaniards 
by  surprifie,  (and  if  Itis  most  admiring  biographers  are  to  be  trusted, 
it  would  not  have  been  tho  first  time  that  he  proposed  this  kind  of 
aecret  arrangement  with  his  sovereign,)'  the  complaint  (as  from 

*  It  in  sometimes  said  t)mt  the  King  mntt  Imro  known  tlmt  Ralogli  was  going 
to  invade  a  Spanish  settlement,  because  the  plan  of  the  expcnlition,  with  the  place 
wImtd  tho  mine  was  saitl  to  be,  had  boon  fully  explained  to  him.  But  the  qiics- 
tion  is,  where  the  ioitn  was  supposed  to  be.  Mr.  Gardiner  (vol.  i.  p.  53)  has  a  long 
note  npon  this  question,  ami  corned  to  tho  roneUidinn  that  Ralegh  "  hivl  no  reason 
to  believe  that  there  was  anT  Si^anish  settlement,  short  of  a  spot  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Coroui,  sevend  miles  (iirther  on.'*  It  seems  that  there  was,  or  had  l)oen,  a 
town  there,  called  S.  Tliome,  hut  that  it  had  been  remoTcd  to  a  place  many 
leagues  lower  down  the  rirer.  *•  But,"  savs  Mr.  Oanliner,  "  I  he  whole  of  I  he  cti- 
denei<^  upon  Ralegh>  Toraj^*  i^  unintellicihle,  unless  it  it*  admitted  that  ho  knew 
nothing  of  tho  change  of  site  when  he  sailed  from  Kngland  in  1617."  The  rea- 
■oiling  is  not  conclusive  to  me  (soo  nij  note,  p.  34U)  as  far  as  Ra(e<fh*»  know- 
ledge  is  eon<'enie<l.  It  seems  to  me  probable  that  bi»fore  ho  lof>  Kngland  he  did 
know  tlmt  there  was  a  Spanish  town  near  tho  place  whero  he  believed  the  mine  to 
be  But  I  do  not  suppose  that  he  told  the  King  so.  In  laying  tho  plan  of  his 
pn>iioaed  voyage  before  the  King,  what  should  prevent  him  from  leaving  S.  llionie 
where  it  formerly  was,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Coroni,  and  placing  the  mine  where 
Ke^nis  went  for  it,  many  leagues  below  ?  Tliough  Kalegli  was  not  likely  to 
be  Ignorant  of  a  matter  so  deeply  concerning  him,  tho  King  was  not  likely  to  know 
•nvihing  about  it.    Why  should  ho  ? 

'  Tho  proposal  made  by  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert  to  Queen  Elixabeth  in  1677, — 
which  Mr.  St.  John  believes  to  have  been  drawn  un  by  Ralegh,  then  a  youth  of 
twenty-five, — bears  so  strong  a  reaemblanoe  to  this  that  his  account  of  it  is  worth 
quoting.  **  Tlie  *  Discourse,'  in  tho  moat  dobonnair  manner,  takes  it  for  cranted 
that  our  government  would  entertain  no  scruple  to  take  a  leaf  out  of  the  hook  of 
tbo  Jeauit,  provided  it  cotdd  be  enabled  to  shield  itself  from  material  ill  eonse- 
<)i]encca.  .  .  .  Without  much  preface,  the  writer  enteri  upon  hb  project,  which 
IS  for  her  Afigesty  to  flt  out  a  (leet,  ostensibly  for  discoverv  alono.  It  is  to  con- 
list  of  a  tern  ships,  and  those  manned,  armctl,  and  victualled,  conformably  to  its 
olgeci  I  bot  at  a  given  latitude  on  t)ie  ocean,  this  harroleas  squadron  is  to  fall  in 
with  a  more  formidable  armament,  equipped  and  sent  out  secrotlv,  with  a  force 
of  five  or  sii  thousand  men  on  board.  .  .  .  Tlie  S|Miniarda,  French,  and  Tortu- 
gone  employed  a  larfe  portion  of  their  aliipping  in  the  fisheries  of  Newfoundland. 
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him)  would  be  intelligible.  Thai  it  sliould  haro  Uhmi  adopted  and 
echoed  bj  to  many  Knglith  writen  of  n*i>uiation,  who  do  not  naa- 
|)eet  any  aueh  couspiracy,  and  that  Hallam  himself  should  be  one  of 
thorn,'  remains  a  mysteiy  upon  any  supposition ;  and  one  of  which 
I  eannot  suggest  any  plausible  expUnation. 

Tho  popular  Judgment  upon  Ralegh's  execution  is  more  intel- 
ligible, though  hardly  more  just.  II is  ofTcnco  was  against  Spain. 
TIte  same  feeling  which  made  a  London  mob  demand,  in  the  nsme 
of  justice,  that  a  Spaniard  who  had  accidentally  ridden  over  a  child 
should  be  given  up  to  tkem,  and  ditipased  a  I^ondon  magistraey  to 
let  a  riotous  attempt  to  break  into  tho  house  and  drag  him  out  pssa 
without  inquiry,' — this  same  feeling  made  tlto  punishment  of  an 
Englishman,  for  merely  pillaging  and  burning  a  Spanish  town  in 
South  America,  seem  like  an  outrageous  injustice.  Tho  unfortunate 
circumstance  which  forbade  a  formal  trial  and  made  it  neocssaiy  (in 
tlie  opinion  of  tlto  highest  legal  authorities)  to  proceed  under  the 
existing  sentence  (which  was  for  other  matters)  or  not  «/  af/,  was 
not  easy  for  ordinary  people  to  understand,  and  gave  plausibility  to 
the  assertion  that  the  punishment  was  inflicted  upon  a  false  prr- 
tonce,  and  that  tho  real  motive  was  to  give  satisfaction  to  the 
Spaniards.  Even  those  graver  writers  who  can  see  that  an  oflonce 
had  been  oonniiitted  which  had  no  right  to  pass  unpunished,  have 
been  unable  to  get  over  this  circuiustauce.     Lord  Macaulay  s|x$aks 

On  rrnrhinft  tlio  bsnkii,  it  wm  nistonisry  for  the  crews  to  tak^  to  their  bostn,  or 
go  on  short*  to  iMirc  their  fiith,  IcnTin;;  a  few  hands  un  boanl  rather  aa  •mtincli 
than  an  ihTcnflcm.  Knowtni*  thio,  Knlrjvh's  plan  waa  to  make  a  ainhlen  (1a.«h  at 
then*  unprt>terted  TefH*la,  take  |M)««ieMinn  or  them  with  their  ladin^a.  return  to 
Kiin>i)e,  anil  ihsnoae  (»r  the  whole  in  the  |iorts  of  Unlland  and  Zi*aUniL  .  .  . 
With  the  funds  tliiis  ohtaimnl,  Rilrgh  piiifgcHitod  that  Oilbert  and  Ite  niieht  be 
cm))Owered  to  fit  out  a  larger  fleet,  with  which  he  perBiiadc<l  himnelf  it  would  be 
pmctieablc  to  conquer  the  Spanish  possefstona  in  America. ...  'If  your  ITighneaa 
will  permit  me,  with  my  asKiciatos,'  he  sayn,  *  either  o]ienly  or  covertly  to  perform 
the  said  enterprise,  then  with  tlio  gains  thereof  tlioro  may  easily  be  siH*h  a  com- 
petent company  transported  to  tlie  West  Tndie«  as  may  be  able  not  only  to  dia- 
posscM  the  Spaniards  thereof,  but  also  to  poswets  your  Majenty  and  tlko  realm 
therewith.*  ....  To  throw  dust  into  the  eyes  of  Spain,  Eliiabcth  was  to  allect 
muoli  indignation  at  these  adrenturers,  whom  she  was  to  disclaim  and  denounce 
as  pirates,  or  describe  as  serrants  of  the  Prince  of  Orange.  Tho  admirals  wlio 
cnuntcnancod  or  suceoumd  them  were  to  be  imprisoned,  and  generally  ererrthing 
was  to  be  done  which  might  tcrren  the  gorcnmient  from  tho  charge  of  coUu*inn 
witli  the  infringers  of  the  traitv.'*  St.  John's  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Kaleigh,  vol.  i. 
p.  22.  If  he  had  tiMifmed  that  Klimbeth  would  approve  of  such  a  proceeding,  and 
obtained  from  her  a  commission  limited  to  purposes  of  peaceful  discovery  ~pre- 
t(*nding,  in  order  to  keep  lier  clear  of  all  complicity,  that  his  object  was  disdvcty 
alone — the  two  enterprises  would  have  been  in  all  the  main  features  iilevitical. 

*  "There  is  oven  rMson  to  suspect  that  he  betmyarl  the  secret  of  Raleig)i*s  voy* 
ago  to  Qondomar,  before  he  sailed."   Constitutional  History,  vol.  i.  |i.  4Hi^  aolc 

'  *'  Tlirre  weeks  afterwards,  James,  Jlndimg  that  the  wMgtMtrattt  wen  imdimed 
to  t^patkUe  mih  tkt  offkmderSf  issued  a  special  oommisaion,*'  etc.  Qsrdincr, 
vol.  i.  p.  136.    For  a  short  account  of  the  case,  see  above,  p.  S2S. 
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of  the  elocution  as  "an  act  which,  if  done  in  a  proper  manner^  might 
have  been  drfenMle;  but  which,  under  all  tho  circuinRtanccs,  must 
be  ooDsidcrcd  a  daiitardlj  murder."'  "  To  such  a  poi^s  had  James 
brought  himHolf/'  nays  'Sir,  Gardiner.  .  .  .  *'  He  had  suffered  him- 
self to  float  down  the  stream  ....  till  it  was  imposHible  io  punish 
an  qffender  without  perpetrating  what  can  hardly  be  dignified  with 
tlic  title  of  a  judicial  murder.*'^  "  lialegh  mitfht  he  amenable  to  pun* 
tMhment**  says  Ilallam,  "  for  the  deception  by  which  he  had  obtained 
a  commission  that  ought  never  to  have  issued ;  but  tlie  nation  could 
not  help  seeing  in  his  death  the  sacrifice  of  the  bmyest  and  most 
renowned  of  Englishmen  to  the  vengeance  of  Spain."*  "Had  l^i- 
Icgh  been  pardoned  when  he  was  liberated/'  says  Professor  Napier, 
^  he  might  hare  been  brought  to  trial  in  some  competent  fonn,  and 
the  law  would  have  vindicated  itself  by  maintaining  both  the  rralitg 
and  the  appearanee  of  juMtiee,  His  execution  upon  the  antiquated 
nentonce  is  unquestionably  one  of  the  most  rcvoltin*;  acts  that  stains 
the  annals  of  British  criminal  procedure.  It  is  so  far  consolatory  to 
know  that  the  indignation  which  it  roused  reduced  even  James,  the 
groat  advocate  of  irresponsible  kingslitp,  to  the  necesBity  of  appeal- 
ing to  his  |)eople  in  vindication  of  liis  conduct,  and  that  his  vindica* 
tory '  Declaration,'  though  aided  by  the  \\qvl  of  Lord  Bacon,  pro- 
duced no  favourable  efTects.  A  sentence  of  condemnation,  founded 
upon  tho  inborn  and  immutable  feelings  of  the  human  heart,  had 
gone  forth  against  him;  and  it  was  rendered  irreversible  by  Uie 
general  belief  that  Ralegh's  life  was  sacrificed  to  gratify  the  resent- 
ment and  to  appease  the  tears  of  tho  ancient  enemy  of  his  country." 
As  a  description  of  what  was  generally  felt  about  the  case,  I  have 
no  exception  to  take  to  these  statements ;  but  I  cannot  think  they 
represent  at  all  truly  what  tho  case  trot;  and  if  the  writers  shared 
the  feeling  which  they  describe  (as  it  seems  they  did),  they  must  in 
my  opinion* have  failed  to  distinguish  the  appearance  from  the  reality. 
In  what  sense  can  the  execution  be  called  or  likened  to  a  murder  ? 
It  was  not  agaiust  law.  It  was  done  publicly,  with  all  judicial  forms 
and  sanctions,  after  careful  investigation,  upon  grounds  which  were 
openly  declared  and  avowed,  aud  was  thought  by  those  who  did  it  to 
bo  an  act  of  justice.  There  is  not  the  least  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  administration  of  justice  in  tho  matter  was  in  any  way  tampered 
with  or  deceived  or  overswayed.  It  may  be  said  that  the  verdict 
upon  the  old  case  was  unjust,  that  the  opinion  of  the  legal  autho* 
ritiea  upon  the  now  case  was  erroneous,  that  the  advice  of  tho 

>  Emaj  on  Lord  Dseini.  *  P.  Cluirkit  and  the  Sp.  Mar.  i.  182. 

*  ConRt  niH.  i.  p.  484. 
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council  was  bad  when  they  agreed  that  the  King  might  **  with  juatico 
aud  lionour  give  warrant  for  execution  upon  the  former  attainder.** 
It  may  be  said  that  the  execution  was  unjustifiable  by  law,  by  mmon, 
or  by  humanity.  But  it  cannot  be  said  that  it  had  any  n*sem- 
blanoo  to  anything  that  is  meant  by  the  word  murder.  Neither  cau 
it  with  any  propriety  bo  caMcfl  "  an  execution  upon  the  antiquated 
sentence,'*  if  by  that  be  meant  an  execution  on  account  of  the  old 
ofTence.  It  was  |)erfoctly  well  understood  that  tho  old  oflence  liad 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  The  old  sentence  hap|)one«I  to  stand  in  tlic 
way  of  a  (Hal  for  the  new  offence :  the  lawyers  did  not  know  how  a 
man  undor  attainder  for  treason  could  be  legally  punished  at  all 
except  by  using  tho  [lowcr  which  the  attainder  had  put  into  tho 
King's  hands.  It  may  be  said  that  this  was  a  foolish  scruple,  or 
that  it  was  bad  law.  Uut  it  was  the  real  reason  why  Ralegh  was 
not  regularly  tried  for  acts  of  hostility  committed  against  persons 
who  were  in  amity  with  England.  And  it  was  for  such  acts,  not  for 
treason,  that  he  was  executed.  Nor  can  it  be  objected  that  tho  ex* 
ecution  took  him  by  surprise*,  and  thereby  ofFended  against  that 
principle  of  justice  which  forbids  to  punish  without  warning.  Ho 
had  been  fully  warned  before  he  started  that  he  hold  his  life  on  suf* 
foranoe,  and  that  if  he  abusi'd  his  commission  the  suficrance  would 
bo  withdrawn.  Nor  was  it  witlulrawn  without  full  inquiry.  Quito  a« 
much  pains  wvtv  taken  to  ascertain  that  he  was  guilty  as  would  haro 
lM*eu  taken  by  way  of  preparation  for  an  indictment  in  tho  ordinary 
form.  Probably  more.  For  he  iiad  the  advantage  of  heariug  tlic 
wholo  charge,  with  the  evidence,  set  forth  in  order ;  and  of  giving 
his  answers  point  by  point.  Nor  aguiu  was  there  any  room  for 
doubt  about  tlie  material  facts.  Tho  question  is  only  what  punishment 
was  due  to  the  acts  of  wliich  he  was  accused  .*  there  ia  no  doubt  that 
they  had  been  committed.  In  tho  face  of  all  this,  to  call  it  an  "  ex- 
ecution upon  the  antiquated  sentenco,**  seems  to  bo  a  gross  misre- 
presentation of  the  spirit  of  tho  whole  transaction.  Can  it  with 
more  justice  be  called  a  sacrifice  to  tho  vengeance  of  Spain?  Tlio 
ofTence  was  an  oifence  against  the  law  of  nations,  and  Spain  was  tho 
nation  injured.  "  Ofiences  against  the  law  of  nations,'*  says  Black- 
stone,  without  any  reference  to  tho  caso  of  Ralegh,  "  can  rarely  bo 
tho  object  of  the  criminal  law  of  any  particular  state.  For  oflTonoos 
against  this  law  are  principally  incident  to  whole  states  or  nations : 
in  which  caso  recourse  can  only  be  had  to  war ;  which  is  an  appeal 
to  the  God  of  hosts  to  punish  such  infractions  of  public  faith  as  are 
committed  by  one  independent  people  against  another ;  neither  stato 
having  any  superior  jurisdiction  to  resort  to  upon  earth  for  justice. 
But  where  the  individuals  of  any  state  vioUte  this  general  laW|  it  is 
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then  the  iiitcmit  as  well  as  the  duty  of  the  gOTeramciit  under  which 
thoj  live  to  animadvert  upon  them  with  a  becomiug  severity,  that 
the  peace  of  the  world  may  be  maintained.  For  in  vain  would 
nations  in  their  collective  caimcity  observe  these  universal  rules,  if 
private  subjects  were  at  liberty  to  break  them  at  their  own  discre- 
tion, and  involve  the  two  states  in  a  war.  //  u  therefore  incumbent 
upon  the  nation  injured^  fini  to  demand  9atirfaetion  and  JMtiee  to 
be  done  on  the  (Render  bt/  the  ttate  to  tchiek  he  belongs ;  and  if  that 
be  refueed  or  neglected^  the  sovereign  then  avows  himself  an  accomplice 
or  aftciior  of  his  subjects*  crime,  and  draws  upon  his  community  the 
calamity  of  foreign  war.**'  If  this  be  admitted  fur  sound  doctrine, 
we  have  only  to  substitute  the  particular  for  the  general  case,  and 
we  shall  6nd  that  it  was  incumbent  on  Spain  to  demand  satisfaction 
and  justice  to  bo  done  on  Ralegh  by  England;  that  a  refusal  or 
neglect  to  comply  with  the  demand  would  have  been  au  avowal  by 
the  King  of  England  that  he  was  an  accomplice  and  abettor;  and 
that  if  a  war  followed  he  would  be  responsible  for  it.  And  this,  as 
far  as  I  can  see,  was  precisely  the  view  James  took  of  the  case,  and 
upon  which  he  consistently,  openly,  and  honestly  acted  throughout ; 
knowing  well  enough  that  he  was  making  a  sacrlGce,  but  believing 
that  it  was  a  sacrifice  which  justice  demanded  of  him.  For  this  is 
surely  the  true  and  natural  interpretation  of  that  letter  which  has 
ao  oflen  been  quoted  as  containing  an  admission  of  tiie  contrary. 
**  The  justness  of  that  belief,'*  proceeds  Professor  Napier — meaning 
the  belief  that  Kalegh*s  life  was  sacrificed  to  gratify  the  resentment 
and  appease  the  fears  of  Spain — *'is  placed  beyond  all  question  by  a 
despatch  written  upon  the  occasion  to  the  British .  ambassador  in 
Spain.  ...  *  Let  them  know,*  says  this  de»pntch,  *  how  able  a  man 
Sir  Walter  Italegh  was  to  have  done  his  Majesty  service,  if  he  should 
have  been  pleased  to  employ  him ;  get  to  give  them  content  lie  hath 
mot  spared  him,  when  bg  preserving  him  he  might  have  given  great 
satisfaction  to  his  subjects,  and  had  at  his  command  as  useful  a  nmu 
as  served  any  prince  in  Christendom.*'**  The  same  passage  had  been 
pieviously  quoted  by  Jardine  with  the  /bUowitig  comment : — 

*'  The  abominable  injustice  of  ezocuting  a  man  for  political  puqK>8cs 
was  not  witliout  many  parallels  in  the  reigns  of  his  predecessors ;  but  the 
singular  and  peculiar  baseness  of  prostrating  the  law  of  England  to  the 
will  of  a  foreign  power,  of  delivering  the  sword  of  English  justice  into  the 
hand  of  the  King  of  Spain,  to  enable  him  to  wreak  his  vengeance  on  an 
saljeetf  and  destroy  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  the 

'  CommcntMics,  Book  it.  c.  5. 
*  Rdin.  Rev.  Ap.  1840.  p.  U4. 
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tgv,  wu  w— fTcJ  for  a  monarch  to  mean  and  inuillaiiiiiious  ai  1 
•I 


I  giro  lime  oominenU  ootire,  that  the/  maj  bo  compared  vitbtbe 
griicral  doctrino  of  public  wron<;a  above  quoted.  It  will  be  mm 
that  Mr.  JardiiicV  ccniiurc  applies  to  the  courae  of  proceeilio*;  |Hf- 
•cribod  by  Blackatone  in  the  general  cane,  quite  aa  esactly  as  to  the 
prnccoding  puraued  by  JanK*s  in  thia  particular  caao.  But  an  inilo- 
gous  caao  on  a  smaller  scale,  haTini;  the  sanction  of  a  man  vbo 
cannot  be  suspected  of  a  disposition  to  proatrato  England  to^pun, 
will  perhapa  bo  nM>ro  eaaily  undcratood,  and  will  help  ua  to  a  jutcr 
judgment. 

WIh^u  Ralcgli  touched  at  Gomera  on  his  way  to  Ouiaua,  and  kii 
ships,  being  mistaken  for  Turkish  pirates,  were  sliot  at,  he  took  Diet- 
sun*«  to  satiufy  the  Governor  that  they  wero  Ciiristians  and  switcd 
nothing  but  water.  Tlie  Governor  ivpiicd  tlmt  in  tlwt  case  **  be 
would  willingly  alFord  as  much  as  they  were  pleaacni  to  take,  if  \» 
might  be  assured  thoy  would  not  attempt  the  town  and  spoil  it,  viih 
the  churches  and  other  religioua  houses,  nor  deatroy  the  gardens  nor 
fruits." 

**  I  returned  him  my  answor  tkst  I  would  give  him  my  faith  snd  tk 
monl  of  tho  King  of  Grval  Urilniu,  my  sovereign  Lord,  tliat  the  (»eopk*ot 
tlio  town  and  inland  shoidd  not  lo«c  m>  mueh  s«  one  f^rspc :  and  if  inj 
of  Biy  eonipany  did  take  from  them,  were  it  but  an  orange  or  grape,  trith* 
out  |iayinK  for  it,  I  would  make  him  an  example  to  tho  rest  and  baoK  kin 
up  in  the  market  •plaee.*'- 

80  far  Ralegh's  position  towards  the  Spanish  Governor  vsb 
exactly  analogous  to  that  of  James  towards  tho  Sixuiish  Goveni- 
ment.  James  had  in  like  manner  given  his  faith  to  tho  Spsniih 
Government  that  lialegh  should  not  take  from  them  any  of  their 
property ;  and  that  if  ho  did,  he  should  be  cither  beheaded  in  Kof^ 
laud  or  f^ivon  up  with  all  his  spoils  to  Spain.  And  if  tho  parslld 
ends  there,  it  is  only  because  none  of  Italegh's  company  dared  to 
incur  tho  penalty.  But  sup^Miso  one  of  them  had  taken  something 
without  laying  for  it,  and  lialegh  had  been  as  good  as  his  word- 
had  made  him  an  example  and  hung  him  up  in  the  markct-placo :  in 
wlmt  respect  would  his  position  with  regard  to  that  man  have  been 
different  from  the  King's  position  with  regard  to  himsdf?  He 
would  have  executed  an  Engliahman  for  an  offonco  oommittad  sgainit 
S|Hiniarda.  To  give  content  to  a  Spanish  governor,  he  would  hive 
sacrificeil  a  man,  whoso  prcser^'atiou  (I  will  answer  for  it)  would 
have  given  great  satisfaction  to  his  company.    Would  he  luive  been 

'  Criminal  Trials,  i.  p.  620.  *  Rskgh's  Apology,  p.  78. 
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deliveriug  tbo  aword  of  Eiigliish  Juatico  into  thu  baiidi}  of  the  gover* 
nor  of  Qomera,  atid  cooiinitting  a  dmstorilly  murder  ? 

Stato  the  facts  simply,  and  it  will  bo  seen  that  in  both  cohcs  there 
is  a  8ac*ri(icc,  but  it  is  made  to  the  demands  of  Justice.  Kalegh  had 
been  guilty  of  a  gross  outrage ;  for  which  (against  whomsoever  com- 
mitted) punishment  was  due.  The  outrage  had  been  comiiiitted 
against  tSpaiu  ;  and  since  the  prosecution  of  injuries  is  naturally 
regarded  iis  belonging  more  es|)eciully  to  the  party  injured,  Spain  (in 
that  character)  demands  justice — not  injustice,  but  justice.  King 
James  admits  that  the  demand  cannot  bo  justly  refused,  though  he 
is  sensible  that  it  will  cost  him  much  to  comply,  lie  must  loso  ono 
of  his  ablest  subjects,  and  incur  great  odium  from  the  rest.  Still  the 
8|Miuittrds  have  a  ri^hi  to  demand  the  sacrifice,  and  accordingly  it  is 
made.  To  give  them  content,  he  docs  not  spare  him,  though  by 
preserving  him  he  might  give  great  satisfaction  to  his  subjects. 
Invert  the  cose  and  it  will  be  seen  that  it  was  but  doing  as  we 
would  be  done  by.  Supfiose  some  Spaninh  adventurer,  abusing  a 
commission  from  the  King  of  Spain,  had  landed  in  Virginia,  attacked, 
pillaged,  and  burned  down  ono  of  our  settlements  there ;  killed  the 
governor,  dis|)ersed  the  inhabitants,  carried  off  papers,  goods,  and 
treasure.  Would  not  our  ambasi«ador  have  been  ordered  to  demand 
the  punishment  of  that  man  ?  Would  not  the  Spanish  government 
have  been  bound  to  comply  ?  Should  we  not  have  been  justifieil,  if 
they  refused,  in  going  to  war  upon  that  quarrel  ?  Still,  if  they  had 
complied  (especially  if  at  the  cost  of  unpopularity  and  discontent) 
it  would  no  doubt  have  been  for  our  sake,  not  for  their  own — in 
justice  to  U9,  not  tiiemselves— that  they  would  have  done  it.  And 
Balegh  in  like  maimer,  if  he  had  had  to  hang  an  orange  stealer  in 
the  niarket-plttco  of  Gomera,  would  have  done  it,  not  to  please  him- 
self and  his  company,  but  in  justice  to  the  owner  of  the  orange. 

But  the  truth  is  that  the  real  justification  of  the  punishment  in 
all  these  cases  is  not  the  satisfaction  of  this  party  or  that,  but  the 
necessity  of  preventing  breaches  of  faith  between  nations— that  faith 
without  which  there  cannot  be  either  peaceful  commerce  or  inter- 
change of  offices  of  humanity.  Why  could  not  Halegh  approach 
Oomera  for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  water,  without  an  exchange  of 
cannon-shot  ?  Because  they  could  not  trust  him  not  to  sack  the 
town  if  ho  landed.  If  his  own  proceedings  on  the  Orinoco  had  been 
allowed  and  upheld,  no  armed  English  ship  could  have  been  trusted 
within  reach  of  any  Spanish  town,  and  peaceful  commerce  would 
haye  been  at  on  end.  Indeed  the  very  excuse  which  is  set  up  for 
him — namely,  that  **  no  |)eace  beyond  the  line  **  was  the  creed  in 
which  he  had  been  brought  up — is  the  best  justification  of  the 
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•ewritjr.  No  om  euuld  be  brought  up  in  that  creed  aftcmvdn 
No  one  could  eillicr  tkcciTo  himaclf  or  olTcr  to  defend  aDothcr  bj 
pffvfoiidiiig  that  excuse  for  an  act  of  unprorokcd  and  uoamiouiKCJ 
huvtility,  and  the  pillai^o  and  ruiu,  without  warning  and  vitkwt 
conditional  of  a  penoeful  and  unoffending  oonimunity. 

11. 

1  have  not  hillwrto  thought  it  nccesaarj  to  enquiro  into  Uic  |iv^ 
ticulare  of  any  of  the  Chancery  suita  in  which  Uuekingliani  nxm- 
inendi*d  partien  to  tlio  Cbancellor'a  favour ;  for  I  have  kccii  no  rcsfnn 
for  nuaiiectin;;  tliat  aujtliing  was  done  in  them  out  of  oniiiarr 
coufic ;  and  to  give  an  aooount  of  Ilacou*a  adniiuiatnition  an  a  Juii^^e 
in  Ri|uitj  is  a  taak  which  1  muat  leave  to  lawyers.     But  the  caae  to 
which  the  two  next  letters  relate  appeared  to  form  an  exception. 
Here,  for  Uw  first  time,  Buckingham  aeemetl  to  be  putting  mmw 
pn*ssurc  upon  Bacon  in  behalf  of  a  suitor.    luKtead  of  merely  renxn* 
mending  the  party  to  such  favour  as  his  case  would  bear,  be  pccbm^I 
to  be  asking  for  tlie  reconsideration  and  niodificatinn  of  a  dfrrre 
pronounced,  and  even  to  hint  tliat  there  might  be  some  dai)<^r  in 
carrying  it  out;  the  danger  being  tlutt  the  |M&rty  might  uiakewme 
**  complaint  **  against  him.     In  this  cawe  tlienrfore  I  have  thought  il 
ex|KHlient  to  en«piiro  wliat  the  matter  at  issue  was,  what  Baton  lad 
done, what  Buckingham  want<*d  him  to  do,  and  what  lie  eveutualljdiil. 
And  having  been  favoured  with  a  note  of  the  pmceedings  as  recorJril 
in  the  (Miancery  Order  Book,  1  am  in  a  condition  to  explain  the 
nature  of  the  transaction.     U|>on  the  legal  question  or  questioiit 
involved  in  it  1  do  not  of  coune  pretend  to  offer  an  opinion,  oor 
will  J  undertake  to  say  tliat  my  statement  ia  complete  or  aoruralc 
enough  to  enable  a  lawyer  to  form  one.    But  from  the  particuian 
which   I  am  about  to  give,  and  which  may  bo  relied  upon  w 
authentic,'  the  moral  character  of  the  transaction  may  l>e  eaiil/ 
inferred. 

A  father  bequeathed  certain  lands  to  one  of  his  «on8,  and  also  a 
legacy  of  800/.  The  executors  were  required  by  the  will  to  take 
and  receive  to  hit  use,  until  ho  arrived  at  the  ago  of  20,  "  the  rents 
aud  profits  of  the  several  lauds  and  things  bequeathed.'*  The  father 
died  when  the  son  was  ouly  seven.  The  son,  wlien  he  came  of  age, 
claimed  interest  u|>on  the  M)0/.  during  the  interval ;  and,  the  execu- 
tors objecting,  filed  a  bill  iu  Chancery  against  them.  This  was  in 
July  1617,  when  Bacon  was  Lord  Keeper;  who  referred  the  case  to 

'  They  mn  sU  token  from  s  coHociion  of  notes  smi  cxtncU  for  whirh  I  am 
iaOebCed  to  Mr.  tt.  &.  Qsrdiiicr ;  notes  nude  by  himwlf  from  the  Order  Boob. 
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two  Masters  in  Chancery, — one  of  them  being  a  cirilian.  On  the 
10th  of  Norember  they  reported  that  in  their  opinion  the  testator's 
**  express  intention  was  that  some  profit  should  be  made  of  the  said 
legacies  of  800/.  to  the  plaintiflTs  use,  against  he  should  come  to  the 
age  of  20  years  :  '*  and  that  interest  at  G  per  cent  was  n  reasonable 
claim.  On  the  28th  of  November,  the  Court  **  seeing  no  cause  to 
alter'*  the  Masters*  report,  ratiCed  it:  and  when  the  executors 
neglected  or  n*fu9ed  to  obey,  there  followed  a  succensiou  of  orders 
for  com[)clling  them.  On  the  29th  of  January,  1G17-8,  (onth  being 
made  that  they  had  broken  the  decree)  ''attachment  issued."  On 
the  28th  of  April  1018 — the  i<hcriff  returning  the  defendants  '  not 
found  '—further  orders  are  given  to  seize  them.  In  the  beginning 
oi*  Juno,  being  examined  upon  interrogatories,  they  are  reported  to 
have  "confessed  a  contempt  against  the  authority  of  the  Court.'* 
On  the  20th  of  June,  it  appearing  "that  they  liad  committed  a 
manifest  contempt  in  disobeying  the  said  decree,"  they  are  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  the  Fleet.  On  the  7th  of  July  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor being  informed  that  they  still  refuse  to  obey,  "  will  try  onco 
more  whether  the  defendants  will  submit:  if  not,  they  are  to  pay 
ton  |ier  cent,  since  they  were  served  with  the  writ  for  the  performanco 
of  the  decree.  On  the  28th  of  November  "  Plainti(l**s  counsel  says 
that  the  defendantu  had  not  obeyed,  and  it  is  ordered  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  that  if  they  do  not  yield  by  tlio  first  day  of  next  term 
they  are  to  pay  a  fine  of  200/.*' 

All  this  had  been  done  in  reliance  upon  the  re])ort  of  the  two 
Masters  in  Chancery ;  for  the  cause  had  not  been  heard  in  Court. 
Now,  as  it  can  never  have  been  sup|)oscd  that  the  judguient  of  two 
Masters  in  Chancery  was  infallible,  I  presume  that  there  was  always 
some  legitimate  course  open  by  which  a  suitor  dissatisfied  with  their 
decision  might  obtain  a  rehearing  of  his  case.  But  on  the  other 
hand,  as  a  refusal  to  obey  the  decree  of  the  Court  can  never  have 
been  tho  legitimate  course,  I  conclude  that  in  this  case  the  defend- 
ants had  put  themselves  in  the  wrong  by  seeking  redress  the  wrong 
way,  and  so  compelled  the  Court  in  vindication  of  its  own  authority 
to  adopt  those  measures.  But  at  the  same  time  tho  very  report  of 
tho  Master  in  Chancery  upon  which  they  were  committed  to  tho 
Fleet  for  contempt  in  disobeying  tho  decree,  shows  that  they  had 
something  to  say  for  themselves ;  and  that  what  they  really  wanted 
was  a  rehearing.  And  therefore  though  the  Court  was  quite  right, 
no  doubt,  in  insisting  upon  obedience,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  was 
not  wrong  in  refusing  to  reconsider  the  decree.  This  was  now  the 
question ;  and  tho  state  of  the  case  as  I  conceive  it  to  have  stood  at 
the  end  of  November  will  be  best  explained  by  the  following  report 


Itlt.]  CASK  OF  DOCTOB  8TRWARD.  443 

frooi  the  Master  in  Chanoerr  to  wboin  the  qiieatioo  of  eontempt  hid 
been  referred  10  the  begioniiig  of  June. 

June  15. 1619. 

ArcordiBK  iota  Ofdcrof  thenztli  dajof  this  prrerat  Jnnc,  IliftTcroB- 
sklcml  of  th«)  d«fmdiBto'  euainatioos  nHmikMiod  in  the  wm\d  onlcr.  Aid 
I  fiad  (hcrrtn  a  contempt  eimttmcd  by  them  in  not  iierfomiiaK  i  cfetrrt 
of  this  rouri.  For  eicuae  vhcreoT  the  9mid  Doctor  Steward  «ayrth  that  be 
and  the  otlicr  defendants  hare  been  alvnys  ready  and  ofl'civd  to  paj  lb 
Icptey  unto  the  plaintiiT  which  «aa  left  him  by  his  father's  will  if  the 
plaiDlifl*  wottkl  hare  taken  the  same,  and  aetietli  down  diren  other  mmm 
why  he  performed  not  the  taiil  decree,  aotne  whereof  arc  «;ro«Bded  Bptn 
the  said  « ill,  and  tome  upon  a  eeriilieate.  whirh  he  alleJiccth  to  be  iiaJ8< 
vhereupon  the  said  dearee  waa  made,  which  reaacma  the  said  Docuv 
Steward  humbly  desircth  may  be  heard  and  oonai<iered  of.  And  the  md 
defendant  Thomas  Steward  for  hia  excuse  aayeth  that  he  takcth  it  not  to 
be  the  leatatorV  meaniuf;  that  such  a  aum  ahould  be  paitl  unto  the  phintiff 
u  by  the  said  di*rrpe  is  ordered  onto  him.  the  same  beinf;  far  givsiA 
than  the  legacy  left  him  by  the  said  will.     All  which  I  humbly  kafe  to 

your  Lp's  further  order. 

'  Eua.  TBttWAii.' 

Finding  that  hia  escuaea  and  hia  request  for  a  hearing  had  bccQ 
pasaed  witliout  notice,  and  only  followed  by  ahar|wr  ordcra  on  pcnl 
of  hearier  |>cna]tiea  to  perform  the  original  flccrot*,  Dr.  Steward  nov 
made  hia  appeal  to  Buckingham  ;  to  whom  hia  caae  (aa  act  forth  by 
himaelf  in  that  mood  of  miud)  may  easily  have  acenied  not  only  U 
be  a  very  liard  one,  but  to  bear  very  hardly  upon  Bacon.  The  result 
of  hia  appeal  waa  the  ft^lowing  letter : — 

To  TUB  LOBD  COAHCVLLOB.* 

My  honourable  Lord« 
I  having  understood  by  Dr.  Steward,  that  your  LonUliip  iiath  matk 
a  decree  againU  him  in  the  Cliancery,  wliirh  he  thinkelli  very  bard  (^ 
him  to  perform ;  although  I  know  it  is  unusual  to  your  Lordship  to  inike 
any  alterationa  when  things  are  so  far  past,  yet  in  regard  I  ore  him  • 
good  turn  which  I  know  not  how  to  perform  but  Uiis  way,  1  desiro  your 
Lordship,  if  there  be  any  place  \eii  for  mitigation,  your  Lordship  would 
shew  him  what  favour  you  may  for  my  sake  in  his  dcairca ;  which  I  shill 
bo  ever  ready  to  acknowledge  aa  a  great  eoortosy  done  unto  myself  $  aad 

will  ever  rest 

Your  Lofdship'a  faithful  friend  and  scrvuit, 

6.  BccKiaoRAM. 
yewmsrkct,  tlie  Id  of  Docemb.  1618. 

I  One  of  llw  Msslcni  in  OiancrQ*.  biit  iKit  oiio  of  tluMe  wIki  »igneil  the  M 

^  U'sri.  M8S.  vol.  70UC  f.  lla    Origiual.    Docketed,  ••Tlw  Lo.  Jlsni«n  ^ 
your  Lp.  tonohing  Dr.  Siewsrd." 
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But  iliis  was  not  all.  If  Dr.  Steward's  story  was  true,  Bacon 
luul  relied  too  much  upon  the  Masters*  certificate,  and  in  refusing  to 
hear  what  he  had  to  say  against  it  was  in  danger  of  committing  an 
act  of  injustice  and  ex|)osing  himself  to  a  just  complaiut.  And  it 
was  probably  under  this  impression  that  Buckingham,  haviug  to 
write  to  him  on  other  matters  the  next  day,  took  occasion  to  recur 
to  the  subject  in  the  remarkable  terms  which  will  bo  found  in  the 
concluding  paragraph  of  the  next  letter. 

(The  first  |>arogrttph  refers  to  Bacon's  pro|)Osal  to  put  Sir  II. 
Montagu  on  the  Treasury  Comiiiissiou,  by  way  of  supplying  Coke's 
place  during  his  illness,  see  abore,  p.  378.) 

To  mi  LoitD  GnAHCBLLOB.I 

My  honourable  Lord, 
That  whii'li  his  M.  comiiiaiidcd  mc  to  write  touching  the  Lo.  Chief 
•lustico  WS.S  not  a  rcfasal  of  that  which  you  rcoomniendcd  to  his  considera- 
tion, who  bin  M.  well  knowcth  have  no  other  end  but  his  senrice ;  only 
his  M.  thouf^ht  Sir  Edward  Cooke  might  apprehend  some  disgrace  unto 
him  therein,  though  it  were  never  intended. 

His  M.  liketh  very  well  the  course  y'  Lp  takoth  aliout  the  in«truclioiis 
for  the  wards  ww  he  commanded  roe  lately  to  send  unto  you. 

I  have  written  a  letter  unto  your  Lordship,  which  will  be  delivered  unto 
you  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Steward ;  and  besides  have  thought  lit  to  use  all 
freedom  with  you  in  that  as  in  other  things.  And  therefore  have  thought 
fit  to  tell  you,  that  he  being  a  nuui  of  very  good  reputation,  aud  a  stout 
man  that  will  not  yield  to  any  thing  wherein  he  coueeiveth  any  hard 
course  against  him,  I  should  be  surry  he  should  make  any  complaint 
against  you.  And  therefore  if  you  can  advise  of  any  course  how  you 
may  be  eased  of  that  bnrden  snd  freed  from  his  complaint,  without  shew 
of  any  fear  of  him  or  any  thing  ho  ean  nay,  I  will  be  ready  to  join  with 
you  for  the  accomplishment  thereof:  And  so  desiring  you  to  excuse  the 
long  stay  of  your  man,  I  rest 

Your  lordship's  faithful  friend  and  servant, 

G.  BUCKIKOHAX. 
From  Newmarket,  iho  3  of  December,  1618. 

This  letter  had  the  oiTect  of  inducing  Bacon  to  look  up  the  history 
of  tho  case,  and  after  a  week's  interval  he  replied  that  he  would  see 
Dr.  Steward,  and  "  what  was  possible  should  be  done."  What  ho 
found  possible,  will  appear  by  the  following  order,  made  on  the  22nd 
of  February,  1618-0  :— 

>  Hsri.  MSS.  7006.  f.  US.  originaL  Docketed,  "  3  Decemb.  1618.  My  Lord 
Usfxi.  Bucko  to  y  Lp." 
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**  Wlim*a«  brretofon*  Qprm  tlie  n*|K>rC  of  two  of  iIm'  ^futm  of  tlii 
Coort,  vitboat  hariiif;  beard  any  m  itnona  or  puMir  boarini;  in  the  ciiwii 
Coart.  it  wm  wAntd  and  dmvcH  that  tlw^  drfcndants  fhoiiM  pijr  tW 
plaintiff  th<*  ram  of  liOli*  4* ;  f^OOt*  whcrrof  wan  for  the  interrst  or  m- 
M«l«Tation  of  the  ram  of  Mill''  bc«|aeathod  to  tlir  |>laintiff  by  his  (aihrr'i 
viU«  a«  by  the  said  report  ex|>rcaal7  it  cioth  appear,  whidi  ram  of  OOifar 
•a J  part  thereof  the  defendant*  hare  utterljr  dc-nioJ  to  he  any  wsyi  dw 
unto  the  |ilaintiff  ritlirr  by  law  or  e<juitj,  aa  thojr  hc»pc  they  can  ibrv  if 
they  may  be  permitted  tliereunto :  Thia  «lajr  both  partieo  iml  thrir 
•olieitor  iterMoaHy  appeared  lieforc  tlic  hon^  the  Lord  ChanreUor,  iftl 
the  defendant*  freely  acknovled|ped  that  there  waa  due  unto  ihr  pliiitjf 
tlie  aforesaid  vum  of  80ii^'  and  100''  more  proeeeding  of  the  ttiIi  ^ 
certain  landii  beqaeatlied  to  the  pUintiiT b^-  his  father'a  will,  wLieh  fuif 
10i»*  the  defendantP  vrre  always  ready  and  offered  and  do  still  offer  to  pi/i 
snd  would  hare  been  rid  therefrom  many  years  sinee,  if  they  eouU  htrr 
been  dtsehari:ed  thereof.  Bnt  aa  coneeminfc  the  tiOil^  allotted  by  the  nid 
rrport  to  the  plaintiff  for  tlie  interest  or  rcMiaidcnition  of  the  laiii  i*M 
Uit7  still  utterly  deny  that  they  ought  to  |iay  tho  samo  or  any  ptrt 
thereof  either  by  Uw  or  e(}uity ,  as  they  hope  they  may  make  manifeft. 

Vytt^  ronsideration  wh«*reof,  and  for  that  it  was  Kignificd  unto  his  M- 
iiliip  that  it  was  doubted  whether  tlie  saiil  Thomas  the  plaintiff,  by  iriM 
of  M>me  infirmity  in  him,  were  in  ease  to  diseharge  tlie  defeadsnts  of  the 
said  iVHi*  if  it  sliould  be  paid  unto  him,  it  is  tlierefore  ordered  by  hiiLorJ- 
nhip  with  the  eonsent  of  the  said  parties  that  the  said  defenJsnU  iban 
mithin  one  fortnight  bring  into  this  Court  the  said  !)iiO"  to  be  kept » 
Jrpovto  to  the  use  of  the  said  Tliomas  Stewani  the  phiintiff,  sad  thit 
thereu|ton  all  proreetlings  upon  Uie  ssid  decree  i^iall  eemaeJ" 

As  for  tho  (iOii^  denied  by  the  defendants,  a  commission  to  be  awankd 
to  three  indifferent  persons  chosen  by  the  defendants  ami  pUistiff,  (o 
examine  the  point. 


Mr.  Gardiner  infomts  nio  that  he  can  find  no  trace  of  any  report 
of  the  arbitrators,  but  that  on  tho  2Ctb  of  June,  1010,  the  lawyrr* 
wcf«  heard,  and  Dr.  Steward  was  told  tlint  if  tio  did  not  show  cauic 
flgaiuat  it  the  000**  would  bo  paid  to  the  plaintiff;  from  which  ho 
infers  that  citlier  tlic  report  was  in  his  favour  or  the  demand  with- 
drawn* 

Upon  tho  whole  it  appears  that  Bacoh  had  been  too  hasty  in 
aci*cpting  the  report  of  his  officers  and  refusing  to  hear  Dr.  Steward; 
and  that  though  Buckingham's  iiitcrrention  must  be  admittcil  to 
have  been  in  this  instance  effectual,  its  effect  was  only  to  discover  an 
error  and  prevent  an  injustice.  Nor  can  it  be  said  that  this  was  only 
A  lucky  accident,  and  that  it  might  as  easily  have  had  an  opponto 
effect ;  for  if  Baoon  liad  found  on  enquiry  that  he  waa  in  the  right, 
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thero  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  lie  would   have  allowed  any 
alteration. 

The  next  letter  n>latcHy  I  think,  to  the  now  instructions  for  the 
Court  of  Wards. 


To  TDK  Marquis  or  Uuckinoiiam.^ 

My  very  good  Lord, 

This  long  ))ook  which  I  send  for  his  Majesty's  signature, 
was  uiK>n  a  oonfercnce  and  consult  yesternight  (at  which  time  I 
was  assistcfl  hy  the  two  Chief  Jnsticcs,  and  attended  hy  the  Sur- 
veyor, Attorney,  and  Receiver  of  the  Court  of  Wanls,  Fleet- 
wood) framed  and  allowed. 

It  is  long,  Ix'cansc  we  all  thought  fit  not  to  piece  new  instruc- 
tions with  old  instructions,  but  to  reduce  both  old  and  new  into 
one  body  of  instructions.  1  do  not  sec  that  of  the  articles,  which 
are  many,  any  could  have  been  spared.  They  arc  plain^  but  they 
have  a  good  property,  that  they  will  take  fast  hold.  I  may  not 
trouble  his  Majesty  with  choosing  some  of  them  in  particular, 
when  all  arc  good.  Only  I  think  fit  to  let  his  Majesty  know  of 
one,  which  is,  that  acconling  to  his  own  directions,  the  oath  of 
making  no  private  unlawful  profit  is  now  as  well  translated  to 
the  master  and  officers  that  may  take,  as  to  the  parties  and 
suitors  that  may  give. 

It  little  bocomcth  nic  to  possess  his  Majesty  that  this  will  l)c 
to  his  Majesty's  benefit  ten  thousands  yearly,  or  fifteen  thou- 
sands, or  twenty  thousands :  for  these  rattles  arc  fitter  for 
mountcl)anks  of  service  than  grave  councillora.  But  my  advices 
(as  far  as  I  am  able  to  discern)  tend  or  extend  but  to  thus  much : 
this  is  his  Majesty's  surest  and  easiest  way  for  his  most  good. 

Sir  Miles  Fleetwood,  who  both  now  and  heretofore  hath  done 

very  good  service  in  this,  mehteth  to  be  particularly  from  your 

Lordship  encouraged;  which  I  beseech  your  Lordship  not  to 

forget.    God  ever  prosper  you. 

Your  Lordship's  most  faithful 

bounden  friend  and  servant, 

Fft.  Vervlam,  Cane. 
This  4th  of  December,  1C18. 

'  8leplieiit*B  Ar«l  ooUeciion,  p.  237.  From  the  original.  Second  oolleciion, 
Ip.  80. 
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Sir  Thoinat  Ridgvaj,  Dcputj  TreMorer  and  TVeaturer  of  Uie 
Wan  in  IrelanJ,  had  boen  diadiargcd  of  his  oflice*  in  Juno  1G17,  and 
toeeredod  bj  Sir  Arthur  SoTage  in  iho  firal  and  Sir  llcniy  Doevm  in 
the  hat.  Amon^  tho  ncvi  of  Julj  1617,  Lord  Carov  infomw  Sir 
Thomas  Roe  that  Sir  Thomaa  will  be  made  a  Baron  of  Irdand  ''if  he 
can  paaa  bin  aceonnta.**  >  These  thercfora  verc  no  doubt  the  aeoonnta 
lefertcd  to  in  the  be|;inning  of  the  ncit  letter. 

To  TUB  MARQris  or  Buck  I  NORA  M.* 

My  Tory  good  Ijonl, 

Yc»tcmiglit  we  dispatched  the  Iiord  Rid^waj's  aorotint. 
Good  srr^'irc  is  done.  Seven  or  right  tliotisami  |ioimds  arc 
ciHniiig  to  the  King,  and  a  good  precedent  set  for  accounts. 
There  came  to  the  seal  about  a  fortnight  since  a  strange  book 
passed  bj  Mr.  Attorney  to  one  Mr.  Hall;  and  it  b  to  make 
subjects  (ft>r  so  is  dcniaalion,)  and  tliis  to  go  to  a  private  uac, 
till  some  tliousand  pounds  be  made  of  iu  The  number  one 
hundred  deuiaens.  And  vhcrcas  all  books  of  tliat  nature  bad 
ail  e&ce|Ytion  of  merchants  (vhich  importcth  tlie  King  not  mudi 
in  his  customs  only,  for  that  is  provided  for  in  the  book,  but 
many  otiier  ways)  this  takes  in  merchants  and  all.  1  acquainted 
the  Commissioners  with  it,  and  by  one  consent  it  is  stayed. 
Bnt  let  mc  eonnsel  his  Majesty  to  grant  forth  a  oommiasion  of 
this  natnrr,  so  to  raise  money  for  himself,  being  a  flower  of  the 
crown,  and  Hall  may  be  rcwanletl  out  of  it ;  and  it  would  lie  to 
prinei|ial  ])ersons,  that  it  may  lie  carrieil  with  election  and  ilia- 
crction,  whom  to  admit  to  dcniiation  and  whom  not. 

(Sod  ever  bless  and  pros]icr  you. 

Your  Lordship's  most  faitliful, 

and  oMigod  friend  and  servant. 

Fa.  VaauLAM,  Cane 
Ocio.  Dec.  1618. 

To  rni  LoKD  CiiAifciLLoa.* 

My  liofioarslile  Lord, 
I  thsnk  your  Loidship  for  the  favour  which  I  uaderstaad  Sir  Fnmcip 

«  OibMm  PapcrP,  roK  riu.  f.  101.  Copr.  Ho  (ly  Irsf.  Imloned  m  Ibe  musI 
lumd.  "  To  Lo.  Biickingluim  fonccrninu  HaU'ii  psUnt  of  nmiseiw.** 

»  ITsrL  M8S.  7008.  f.  U4.  I>oetetol.  '10  D«.  Uia.  My  Lovd  Msn|. 
BaeUii^  to  r  M>-  in  bfhslf  of  Sir  FnaeU  Rhslelkld.** 
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Englefyld  katU  received  from  your  Lordship  upon  my  la«t  letter,  where- 
unto  I  desire  your  Lordship  to  add  tlii«  one  favour  more,  (which  is  the 
same  that  I  understand  your  Lordship  ^Tinted  him  at  ChriRtmas  last)  to 
pre  him  liberty  for  the  upaco  of  a  fortnight  to  follow  his  business  in  his 
own  person ;  whereby  he  may  liring  it  to  the  more  Hi)eedy  end,  putting  in 
security  (according  to  the  ordinary  course)  to  render  himself  prisoner 
again  as  soon  as  that  time  in  expired  :  which  is  all  thnt  I  desire  for  him, 
and  in  which  I  will  ackuowleitgo  your  Lordship's  favour  towards  him : 

and  ever  rest 

Your  lordship's  faithful  friend  and  servant, 

G.  DucKiKonAM. 
Newmarket,  the  10  of  Docemb.  161R. 

12. 

Lord  Ormonde,  it  will  bo  remembered,  Imvinp^  agreed  to  refer  a 
quefitioii  of  disputed  inheritance  to  the  King,  and  having  refused  to 
obey  the  awani,  remained  a  prisoner  in  England.*  It  seems  that  hit« 
aon  and  some  of  his  kinsmen,  being  in  posscHsion  in  Ireland,  had 
been  making  preparations  for  forcible  resistance,  and  that  tiic  Com- 
miMioDers  had  drawn  up  a  letter  to  the  Lonl  Deputy  with  instruc* 
tions  how  to  act :  which  they  now  sent  to  the  Xing  for  approval ; 
whose  answer  will  be  found  in  ]3uekingham*s  letter  of  the  1  Uh. 

Tlie  account  of  the  Mint  business  promised  by  Bacon  in  his  letter 
uf  the  22ad  of  NovemlMT  has  not  been  preserved.  But  a  letter  on 
the  subject  addressed  to  himself  by  the  King  (which  was  probably 
the  answer  to  it)  has  been  copied  into  his  own  collection  of  letters, 
aud  will  show  how  that  business  stood  on  the  4th  of  December. 


A  Lrttvb  rtoM  iiis  Majesty  to  toitr  Loansnir,  Touonmo  thb 

Business  of  tub  Mint.' 

Kight  trusty  and  right  beloved  Counsellor,  wo  greet  you  well. 
Before  your  letters  came  to  us,  we  had  been  informed  of  the  pains  and 
diligence  yon  had  shewed  iu  our  service,  which  we  take  very  graciously  at 
your  hands,  and  thank  you  for  it,  desiring  you  still  to  continue  in  the 
course  whereinto  you  have  made  so  good  an  entrance,  and  have  taken  the 
right  way  of  examining  the  business.  And  whereas  you  give  your  opinion 
of  tlic  Mint,  wo  have  thought  fit  to  remember  unto  you  the  usual  form 
which  we  have  ever  used  in  matters  of  consequence,  that  when  you  have 
taken  the  laborious  part  U|)on  you  in  examination  ef  the  business,  we  first 
hear  report  of  the  whole  proceeding,  before  wo  give  our  resolution  there- 
upon.   And,  therefore,  until  we  hear  the  report  of  it  in  particular,  wo 

*  See  above,  p.  376. 

s  Addit.  MS.  6M3.  foL  06. 
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ruiiMH  cMM-lMtlr  villi  yuu.  Am  (ur  Uk*  fiuuit  uf  Uir  sUy  of  mnuMcfee.  «e 
aicnee  vicJi  you  ia  opiiuun  ILim  fitf :  That  you  call  U«ree  or  ^Mir  uf  the 
•McniMm  vhou  you  •ball  tLink  fittest,  aii«l  a^Hurc  tlM*m  ia  our  aaaw  that 
ve  see  ao  likelihood  or  tvmm  of  raiMiii;  our  roui,  fur  oui^t  wr  have  yd 
heard,  but  raUier  of  the  roatrary ;  aad  that  the  rainaie  of  the  Taloe  of  the 
coia  will  be  the  last  eonrse  we ihall  uke,  whea  we  gee aoothrr  arana left; 
for  wbieh  we  yei  tee  ao  caa«e,  aad  therefme  the  stop  of  awaey  ia  acrd- 
leat.  As  (or  the  eoiaaiittee,  we  thiak  it  fit  that  they  thuttkl  eoBtaa«e  to 
Bieet,  ttuld  we  have  UxMghi  the  buiiueei  to  such  ripeueM,  that  by  the 
re|iort  thereof  at  our  iviura  wo  aiay  perfectly  uadervtaud  eecty 
partieukr.  Giveu  at  our  Coort  at  ^ewourket^  tUa  4th  of  llceeaihcr, 
16I». 


The  Att<»nK*y  Oencral'a  motion  ia  Uio  Star  Chamber,  meutioocd 
lu  the  next  letter,  waa  the  aoqucl  of  the  diMovory  aauoonood  by 
BaooQ  iu  hia  letter  of  the  ItHli  of  October,  aod  tho  bcgiuniag  of  the 
great  rauae  of  the  Dutch  uuxduuila.  of  which  wo  ahall  hoar  wofw 
aa  it  prooueda. 

Couoemiiig  tlic  pateut  of  Guinea  aud  Dyuny  I  hare  iio  inlonui- 
tiou  to  give. 


To   TIIK    ^[ARQCia  or    BUCKINOIIAUJ 

My  very  good  Lonl^ 

I  aciid  you  herewith  the  copy  of  a  letter,  which  wc,  the 
ci>mini8aioncra  for  Ormonde's  cause,  have  written  to  the  Deputy 
of  Ireland,  according  to  his  Maje^^ty's  plcaaure  aigtiifiod  by  Sir 
Francis  Bluudell;  which  1  humbly  desire  hb  Majesty  would 
peruse,  that  if  it  do  not  attain  his  meaning,  as  we  oouccivcd  it, 
we  may  second  it  with  a  new  letter. 

We  have  apjiointcd  Monday  morning  for  tliesc  mint  buaincs,' 
referred  by  his  Majesty  to  certain  eommissionen,  and  we  wilt 
carry  it  intte  sirepiiu. 

The  patent  touching  Guinea  and  Bynny  for  ttie  trade  of  gold, 
staid  first  by  myself,  and  after  by  his  Majesty's  oommandmcDty 
we  have  now  settled  by  consent  of  all  parties. 

Mr.  Attorney,  by  my  direction,  hath  made  (upon  his  iufor- 
mation  exhibited  into  the  Star  Chamlier)  a  thundering  motion 

I  OiKvon  Papcn,  toI.  via.  f.  100.  Dorkct«d,  «« 11  iHr.  Your  l.p.  to  «y  H  of 
Biiek"  with  a  vopy  oi  a  I'm  to  uy  Lo.  Deputy  of  Inlaad,  touching  the  £art  of 
Ormoiid." 

:  So  in  MS. 
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aipunst  the  tnuisportatioa  of  gold  by  the  Dutch ;  which  all  the 

town  is  glad  of;  and  I  hare  granted  divcn  writa  of  ne  exeai 

regmmm,  aeeording  to  his  Majesty's  warrant. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  keeps  in  still,  and  we  have  miss  of  him ;  but 

I  aupply  it  as  I  may  by  my  further  diligeucc.    God  ever  bless 

yon  and  keep  yon. 

Your  Lonlship's  most  faithful  and 

bounden  friend  and  servant, 

Fa.  VeauLAM,  Cane. 
11  IWrnbrr,  1019. 

I  forget  not  your  doctor's  *  matter.  I  shall  speak  with  him 
to-day,  having  received  your  Lordship's  letter;  and  what  is  pos- 
sible shall  be  done.     I  pray  panlon  my  scribbling  in  haste. 

The  '*  HoUandem  **  referred  to  ia  Buckingham's  answer  to  this 
letter,  were  Commissioners  sent  from  the  States  to  treat  about 
certain  commercial  differences  m-hich  had  nrisen  in  the  East  Indies. 
**  The  States*  Comroissioners  *'  (says  Lorkin  writing  to  Sir  Thomas 
Puckering  on  the  1st  of  December)  **  are  here  arrived,  in  number 
eiy;ht:  three  men  of  remark,  two  civil  lawyers,  anil  thrct^  of  inferior 
note,  merchants ;  who  are  to  treat  with  our  Eaat  India  Company,  to 
•ee  whether  they  can  end  all  former  differences  by  bringing  them  to 
this  issue,  that  from  henceforth  they  join  their  stocks  into  one  bank 
'^d  treat'  out  that  trade  and  traffic  together."'  "Tlusy  pretend 
two  things,"  be  says  in  another  letter  of  the  18th,  "  a  justification  of 
themselves  for  their  proceedings  with  our  merchants  for  the  time 
pnsA,  and  the  treating  about  some  fit  eY|H*dient  of  trading  quietly 
together  for  the  time  to  come.  His  Majesty  hath  remitted  them 
over  to  his  Council,  who  are  to  hear  and  relate  particulars."  ^ 

It  will  be  seen  that  Bscon  wished  to  be  a  commissioner  to  treat 
them :  and  I  think  lie  can  hardly  have  been  satisfied  with  the 
the  King  gave  for  refusing. 

To  TBB  LOBD  CHAHCBLLOa.* 

Aly  honourable  Lord, 

I  ksve  scqusinted  kis  Majesty  with  your  letters,  who  is  very  well 

*  Dr.  Steward.    Sec  abow  p.  441.  *  So  printed.    I  should  tlunk  '  best.' 
>  Cowl  and  Times  of  Jsmet  I.  toL  it  n.  lia  *  lb.  p.  lia. 

*  Uari.  U88.  70US.  f.  lid.   Ortg.   DocVrled  **  14  Dee.  1A18.   M j  Ls.  oT  Bock. 
|«  V'  Lp.  louehma  tlie  Hiaj  of  Ifairs  pat«*nt,  with  dtrrrtioiu  for  a  letter  to  be 

to  tbr  Lo.  IVimtv  of  Ireland  tourhing  the  Karl  of  Onmnidew** 
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plft0c«I  witk  yoor  cmre  of  hM  arrrice.  in  Baking;  sUj  of  tbe  gnat  d 
dfniifna  npon  that  reaacm  joa  allcdj^,  whereof  hia  Majcatj  vill  ipnk 
farthfr  with  you  at  hia  rvtom. 

The  lftl«r  which  yoa  ami  me  about  my  Lonl  of  Ormoncle's  mb  if  tot 
aeronliag  to  hia  Majrxty'a  mcwninn ;    bitt  he  wouM  harr  jo«  fnm 
aaothrr  to  my  Lnrtl  I)c|Hity  to  thia  porpoac :  "  tliat  hia  ^fajnty  htm 
"  Pfcn  a  letter  of  hia  to  Sir  Franoia  Blumlcll,  ailrertifin^  that  tbe  Kiri  d 
**  Onnottde'ii  aon  and  aome  other  oC  hia  kindred  did  rietiial  aad  Mfj 
**  their  hornet,  hia  Majealy  hath  thereupon  rommanded  you  io  vnte  vifi 
•*  him,  that  if  the  ground  of  hia  inibrmation  be  true  (which  ke  auj  ^ 
**  know)  that  then  he  am  1  for  the  aaid  Barl'a  nnn  and  the  prion'pal  of  i» 
*•  kiodred  to  appear  before  him ;  and  if  they  appear  and  ff^re  kia  «^ 
•*  faction,  it  ia  well ;  hat  if  they  refuao  to  appear  or  i^ro  him  not  tttti- 
*«  factiofi  thoneh  they  appear,  that  then  he  a9!<embfo  what  forces  he  en, 
*'  be  they  nerer  ao  few,  and  ffo  afcainat  them,  that  he  nuiy  emih  the  ivbd- 
**  lioo  in  the  cfTR*" 

I  hare  remembered  hia  Majeaty,  as  I  promi«e«l  your  Fjontship,  ah»t 
the  naming  of  you  for  a  commiaaioner  to  treat  witli  the  IloUanden:  B«t 
U«idea  that  you  hare  to  many  bu«ineaae«,  both  of  the  atar-chamber  ai«i 
otlicm.  in  the  term-time,  when  thia  mtiat  bo  attemlcil  a«  well  as  ia  thf 
racation,  wliereby  thia  would   be  either  too  great  a  toil  to  you  ar  i 
hindrance  to  bin  Majeaty'a  aerriee ;  he  thinketh  it  could  not  ftahtl  vit^ 
the  honour  of  your  place  to  be  balanee  1  with  tltone  that  are  «cnt  from  i 
ftate  io  far  unequal  to  hit  Majeaty,  and  being  themaclrefl  none  of  tk 
greatest  of  that  vtate.    Therefore  his  Majeaty  holdeth  it  not  fit  or  wortbj 
of  you  to  put  yo«i  into  audi  an  employment,  in  which  none  ofjonr  prrde- 
ccMOTK,  or  any  of  the  chief  eounacllora,  hare  been  orer  nxed  in  that  kiail 
hut  only  ia  a  treaty  of  marriage  or  a  conclusion  of  a  pcice.  a«  when  tbr 
constable  of  Caatile  wai  here,  when  tho  commimionen  on  both  fidet  hal 
their  authority  under  tlie  great    aeal    of  either  kingdom  with  dimt 
fvlation  to  their  sovereigns,  far  ditfering  from  thia  commiation  wkicb  is 
now  giren  to  these  men,  and  whcrcunto  hia  MaJMty  ia  to  frame  the  eoarw 
of  hia.    Aa,  for  that  part  which  coocemcth  Seotland,  the  choice  katk  sot 
licen  made  of  the  Chancellor  or  Archbishop  of  St  Andrew's,  but  of  im 
nearer  the  rank  of  thoae  that  are  come  hither  to  treat.  As  ret  hisi  Msje*ly 
dclayeth  to  name  any  commissioners  at  all,  because  be  would  fint  br 
informed  from  the  Lorcia  both  of  the  pointa  and  form  of  their  oonimiM0i< 
which  hia  Majesty  hitherto  understaiideth  to  be  with  authority  ta  ov«^ 
nih)  and  direct  their  nerchanta  in  what  tliey  ahall  think  fit ;  which  if  it 
be  ao,  then  hia  Majeaty  holdeth  it  fit  for  hia  part  to  appoint  the  whole 
body  of  the  eooncil  with  like  power  orer  his  merehanta.    As  for  ne,  I 
ahall  ha  arer  ready  npon  any  occasion  to  shew  myself 

Tour  Lordahip'a  faithful  friend  and  aerrant, 

O.  BoCKfllOHAH. 
KewnMrfcH,  the  14th  of  DcftmK  Ifiia 
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Thouffh  the  |K)|)ular  diiwutitffactiou  with  tho  exccutiou  of  lUIegh 
yKMA  no  doubt  Tcry  general  at  the  tioie ;  and  though  the  remembrance 
of  it  afterwanls,  a»  the  unpopular  ncgotiationa  with  S|)aiu  wont  on 
but  did  not  pro0])er,  hcl))ed  matoriallj  to  untune  the  relationa 
between  the  government  and  the  nation  ;  it  wa«  not  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  any  threatening  demondtratious  of  discontent :  and  Bacon 
iicema  to  have  thought  that  the  only  sorioun  danger  which  then 
threatened  the  crown  waa  tho  condition  of  the  liuaucet».  Under 
tbia  inipreMion  he  had  selected  aa  the  fittest  New  Year's  Oitt  for 
the  King  on  this  occasion,  an  account  of  his  revenue.  I  have  not 
aucceeded  in  finding  any  treatise  answering  the  description  :  and  as 
it  was  still  only  an  intention,  it  may  |>erhaps  have  remained  in  that 
atate  and  not  grown  into  anything  better.  That  he  should  not  liave 
boeu  able  to  have  it  ready  at  the  exact  time  when  it  might  be  used 
to  serve  and  dignify  the  ofEce  of  a  new  year's  compliment,  is  easy  to 
understand.  But  it  was  an  intention  at  any  rate  sulficiently  mature 
to  be  formally  announced  to  the  King  himself,  and  the  letter  in  which 
he  announced  it,  still  extant  iu  his  own  hand,  is  here  printed  from 
the  original  in  the  Bodleian  Library. 

To   THK    KiNU.' 

It  may  please  your  must  excellent  Majesty, 

I  do  many  times  with  gladness  and  for  a  remedy  of  my 
other  labours,  revolve  in  my  mind  the  great  happiness  which 
God  (of  his  singular  goodness)  hath  accumulated  u|K)u  your 
Majesty  every  way ;  and  how  complete  the  same  would  be,  if  the 
state  of  your  means  were  once  rectified,  and  well  ordered.  Your 
people  militar  and  obedient;  fit  for  war,  used  to  |)eace.  Your 
Church  illightened  with  goo<l  preachers,  as  an  heaven  of  stars. 
Your  Judges  learned,  and  learning  from  you ;  just,  and  just  by 
your  example.  Your  Nobility  in  a  right  distance  l)ctwccn  crown 
and  people ;  no  oppressors  of  the  people,  no  overshadowers  of  the 
crown.  Your  Council  full  of  tribute  of  care,  faith,  and  freedom. 
Your  gentlemen  and  justices  of  peace  willing  to  apply  your  royal 
mandates  to  the  nature  of  their  several  countries,  but  ready  to 
obey.  Your  servants  in  awe  of  your  wisdom,  in  hope  of  your 
goodness.  The  fields  growing  every  day  by  the  improvement 
and  recovery  of  grounds,  from  the  desert  to  the  garden.  The 
city  grown  from  wo<kI  to  brick.     Your  sea-walls  or  poinarium  of 

*  Tanner  M2W.  7i.  lb.  176.    Origiiiul.    Own  huid. 
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jour  island,  MirrcTcd  and  in  cdifjing.  Your  merchants  cmhrncin;; 
the  whole  ooai|MMi  of  the  world,  cast,  west,  north,  and  soutlu 
The  timeii  in^c  rou  peace,  ainl  jet  oflcr  jou  oppnrtunitica  of 
artion  abroad.  And  lastly,  your  execllent  rojal  issue  entailcth 
these  blevsinpi  and  favcHirs  of  God  to  dciccnd  to  all  postcritj. 

It  mteth  therctbre  that  God  having  done  so  great  things  lor 
your  Majesty  and  you  for  others,  you  would  do  so  much  for 
yourself,  as  to  go  through  (according  to  your  beginnings)  with 
the  rectifying  and  settling  of  your  estate  of  means,  which  only 
is  wanting.     Hoe  rrhms  tlrfmit  mmmm. 

I  therelbrc,  whom  only  lore  and  duty  to  your  Majesty  and 
niyal  line  hath  made  a  financier,  do  intend  to  present  unto 
y<mr  Majesty  a  perfect  liook  nf  your  estate,  like  a  prospective 
glass,  to  draw  your  estate  iicrarer  to  your  sight ;  lN>ecehing  your 
Majesty  to  conocive,  that  if  1  have  not  attained  to  do  that  that  I 
W4Nild  ilo  in  this  which  is  not  proficr  for  me,  nor  in  my  element, 
I  sludl  make  your  Majesty  amends  in  some  other  things  in  which 
I  am  better  bred.    God  ever  preserve  and  prosper  your  M. 

Your  Ms.  ser%'ant 

most  humble  obliged  and  dcvotcil 

Pa.  VicauLAM. 

t  Jsniisr.  IfSlH. 
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of  tho  rtmsons  for  n^nMivinf;  Coke 
from  the  Bench,  01— 00. 

9en<)it  the  Kinc  a  form  of  fliffcharge 
f«*r  C(»ke,  and  sucgei>tionH  f<»r 
fiHinf;  the  place  :  nlno  n  wnrmnt 
t4>  certain  Judges  for  the  review 
ofhisReimrtA,  07.  105. 

Ilia  account  of  tho  mnrdcr  of  Sir 
John  Tymlall,  and  the  suieide 
of  the  murdcMT,  0!>— 102.  lOG. 
Hi. 

Becommends  that  the  complaint  »f 
Lonl  l)arcj  against  Mr.  Mark- 
ham  (for  provocation  to  duel) 
be  brought  l>cforc  the  Star  Cham- 
ber, 105. 

His  «|ieech  on  the  occasion,  1(V7— 
113. 

His  letter  to  Villiers,  giving  an 
account  of  I  Ik-  procce<hng,  114. 

His  letter  to  the  same,  giving  him 
an  account  of  his  private  estate, 
115—118. 

Ills  opinion  of  the  ooursc  to  be 
takni  with  Sir  Thomas  Monton, 
119,  12G. 

Drawa  up  a  pardon  for  him  by  the 
Eing's  order,  121. 


Baeon,  Francis— coa^'aNcrf. 

8up)K)sc«l  to  bi*  the  autlior  of  an 
anonymous  letter  to  0)ke  on  his 
removal  from  the  Bench,  122, 
123. 

Reasons  for  conehuUng  that  ho 
was  not,  122—120. 

Proved  by  Mr.  Orosart  not  to  bo 
the  author  of  tho  **  Christian 
Paradoxes,*'  129—131. 

Answers  the  congratulations  of 
Cambriflgo  University  on  his 
elevation  to  tlio  Privy  Council, 
131. 

IT  is  correspon<lence  with  the  same 
ow  the  application  of  the  town 
authorities  for  a  new  Charter, 
133.  141—144. 

His  adviet*  as  to  tlie  course  to  ho 
taken  with  the  Farmers  of  tho 
Chistoms,  uj.'on  their  remon- 
strance, 134. 

Ilis  certificale  concerning  a  com- 
plaint against  a  Patent  for  slit- 
ting iron  bars,  135. 

His  opinion  u|Mm  some  questions 
concerning  tho  place  and  pro* 
ccflencc  of  Baronets,  137. 

His  "  Remembrances  for  the  King 
K^fore  his  going  into  Scotland," 
130. 

Place*!  on  the  Commission  for  the 
marriage  with  i<)iiun :  his  views 
on  the  subject,  149. 

Miule  Ijonl  K«v|ier,  on  Elletmerc*s 
n*sigiialion,  151. 

Attributes  the  an|K>intment  to  tho 
friendship  of  Yillicrs,  151,  152. 

Pelleieney  of  infoniintion  about 
his  ninrried  life,  153,  15  k  173. 

L«»tter  from  the  C<»uncil  to  the 
lionl  Deputy,  on  the  erretion  of 
stnple  towns  in  Ireland,  \^iV~- 
150. 

Ix*tter  to  the  King,  with  a  note  of 
additional  instructions  for  Sir 
John  Dighr,  157—150. 

S<nuls  the  Iving  an  account  of 
Council  business,  159 — 101. 

Incurs  his  displeasure  by  concur- 
ring with  the  Council  in  sut- 
f ending  the  issue  of  a  Proclam- 
ation, 101—103. 

R4  Higns  the  Prince's  Sc«l  (ofliei*  of 
Chancellor  and  Kei*|icr  of  tlio 
Great  Seal  to  t  he  Prinei^of  Wales) 
and  is  succeedetl  by  (Jliief  Justioo 
Hobari,  163  and  mot*. 

Answi«rs  itrngratulations  from  the 
Universities,  1A4»  105. 

Correspondence  on  the  question 
wlietber  tho  late  Lord  Chan- 
cellor's son  can  be  made  Earl  of 
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Bri(l|«f«iit«f,  Ur  piit<»iit,  witliout 

tnTn*titim%  1  HA— 168.  175.  lUI 

^1U7.  l!K). 
Adricp  with  rccnrtl  tA  thr  nqioHii- 

lion*  with  S|min,  170,  171.  1!M. 
Hi*  rcrloiiiiii4trml  pntTtmAffp  :  o(rc*r 

of  lirinc*  to  Mr.  Ovk«  Flrtclirr, 

And  XIr.  Mftirj,  172,  17a. 
II in  iuiTi<v  to  \\\%  niiHT  upon  an 

olTrr  of  mnrniifcr,  174. 
Tiilir*  hi<  nent  in  C*)mncrrr,  IHI. 
Hid  «perch  on  t lie  occn»ion,  183 — 

lua.  105. 
IIi«  flmt  ofllriiU  net ;  orvkr  lo  thr 

niftliop  of  Drrry  to  apfM^r  smi 

Mnpwrr,  l!KI. 
FurllMT  iirmunt*  of  Cminril  hnni- 

nTMi.      C«mTi*r«fiti(Ni    with    tlic 

Jiiiiem,  IU7— IIIU. 
II All  An  AttArk  of  fiOiit,  200. 
II  i»  iiiiint)m*»  to  S«*nccAnt  Hut  ton, 

8ir    John    IVnhnni,     Ami    Hir 

WilhAm  Jonns    <*"  \\yv\T  )«ro- 

nnition,  20i»— »»7. 
Kniiinnif*n<l«    Mr.    I^milcr,    tin* 

(^iiivn'fi  S(>liriti»r,  for  one  of  tlic 

lliin»nii*  )(li»«*t*ii  in  In*inml,  207. 
Rofwirtfi  thr  himiiirM  of  ChAncrry 

All  rlmnil  o|i;  20H,  20!l. 
Rcrorm  fnmi  tin*  ^wX^  210. 
II in  S|HMvh«*«  to  the  Juilem  h(*forr 

thr  Circnlit^  211-2U.    302  — 

300.  :<ir>. 

li\iVlo<»ni(*ii  Toh)  Miilthov  bnrli 
into  Kni*liiuil/  21  fi,  210. 

OnV-ndii  Viiiirrn  hy  n'prrfn^tine  to 
him  th<*  ininoliry  of  tho  ]»m)M»«r<l 
mArriAcr  hot  wren  hiv  hn»thnr 
nml  rok('>  flAnehtrr.  217.  223 
-22.V  2a:»-2.17. 

KfltTt*  A  iTconcihAtion  between 
('«>kc  Anil  hi>  wife  in  a  doinc^lie 
rlinpiite,  220.  222. 

II  lA  (piAnvl  with  Win  wood,  222 
»o/e. 

Refu!H*A  to  grant  Toko  a  WArrnnt 
for  the  reeoTery  of  hij«  dAU^hter 
out  t»f  her  motherV  Imnd^,  222— 
223. 

ApiUird  to  hy  Tiikdy  11  At  ton  for 
A  wArnint  to  rreoTer  her  dAU^h* 
ter  out  of  Coko'fi  hAiidt,  :nS5, 
220. 

Concurp  with  the  m4  of  the 
Couneil'boiinl  in  ortlerinir  Coke 
to  dehver  hi«  dAUi^hter  into  thoir 
ruAtody,  And  to  AppeAr  before 
them  himwif ;  aIro  in  dirretini; 
tho  Attorney  OenerAl  to  pref«T 
An  informAtaon  AgAinai  him  in 
thr  8Ur  ChAmber,  22}— 22U. 

Hit  eornsppoiidcncc  with  tlio  King 


DMon,  Franeut — ttmiimweA, 

ou  \W  mihjeet,  231—231. 
212.  2t3-2lO. 

RiTi*ireA  newii  Imm  the  C^«wirf  a« 
to  the  f«*eUne  of  iHr  Kine  avMl 
Villier*  towAnU  him,  2tO^StSt. 

ITiii  interriew  And  rrconciliAtMm 
with  Villier*,  2AO~253. 

AdviAe*  the  Kinfc  to  rt^Tr  tk« 
ConimiMMon  of  HitifA,  2S0^  23 1. 

SemlA  the  King  a    memorinl    of 
hiinineAA  to  be  done  At  li»  fitwt 
meeting  with  hip  Couneil,  2R4    ' 
2A«S. 

Reeeiven  a  eommiivHon,  with  othrvw. 
to  ex  Amine  liAily  IlAttoti,  2SA. 

CoiitiniMW  to  nreriTe  Irttert  fmm 
Vtlltem  in  fArmir  of  puiIcwa — 
prohnhle  ithjert  aim!  elRvt  of  mirh 
hitters  2riN~20ll.  273  jw/e.  2!m 
»o/e. 

OhiAiiipfnmi  theKinff  An  onlinniiro 
fur  tiie  eimHittition  of  Rrpofl«ni 
of  biw*eA<ieii,  2fi2.  203^:^M. 

Re|)ortA  pm|to4i<f|  patent  lor  thr 
enmhnent  of  Ap|H>mlireA  to  Ke 
iinwAmintAhle  by  Iaw,  SA!!,  2i(K 

Applten  to  the  Arrhbuiliop  of  York 
for  A  k«M*  of  York  Iloii«e  for  21 
yeiins270.  271. 

At  Idnly  HHttmr*  e  r««Y  ^M*t  At 

llAtttNl  IlfUlM*.  272. 

Fennted  l>y  the  Cfdlege  of  We»t- 

minwter,  ihid  mote. 
Rep^irtf  |imee<MlinKii  At  tlie  Gmnrit- 

iMwnl  ftn*  retriiiHinient  in  thr 

King**    houMiold  ex]«>mlitiirr, 

275—277.  270-2H*.  2HIA.  2!iO. 
Adriee  ah  to  tlie  miemption  of  Sir 

R.   lliiU|;hton*ii    Alum    WorkA» 

27H. 
Ke|>ortii  ArreAM  of  CliAncery  cAnirA 

eleAred  off,  2KI. 
Ill*  AminiemM^nt  with  Sir  O.  Chn- 

worth  Almut  the  Fahii  of  Petty 

Wht^  2N&,  XNO. 
MAfie  Lonl  Cluineelkir:  in  ermt 

fiirour  w  ith  the  K  ing  And  VtUicri: 

riHliiers  hid  rctinm',  2H7. 
Ilin  New  YeAr'p  gin^  2H7.  2WI. 
AdviM**  the  i«Aiie  of  a  eommimion 

for  the  ArrAiieement  of  a  di»|mto 

r«»i>rrminff  til  hep,  2U1. 
On  the  remoTAl  of  8ir  Jidin  Cotton 

from  hip  oin«*e  of  Cmafa  JUim* 

tftrmm,  291,  2!ne. 
Reiwrtp  to  Villioni  whAt  ho  \md 

done  in  tho  capta  whieh  hr  had 

reftm)inen<led  to  him,  2!H^2Ull. 
Dinep  At  Gmy'p  Inn  to  «•  the 

rpTrU,  207. 
Sendp  the  King  the  ImwIa  of 

ehAiye  to  be  i^iren  to  the  Judgn 
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Jlaron,  FrniiciB— coN/fNM^d. 

and  Jiwliccs  of  IN*iirr  heforr  tin* 

Circuits,  22U— 3<a.  30:2—306. 
11m  ftdrice  m  to  (lie  |>roccfHliii|; 

aSAiiiwt  lionl  Clifton,  307. 
Commpondonrc    with    the    liOnl 

Chancelloriiiul  I^onl  Chief  J  uHire 

of  IrelaiM).  301),  310. 
QiHt  to  hear  the  Archbislio})  of 

Hpolato  prvach,  310 
Conmlaiiieu  of  to  the    Kiiif;  hj 

a  fiiMx>iitfnte(l  i>iiitor,  for  uiijii»t 

|m)ei'e<Uiii;  in  Chancery,  31 1 . 
Note*   of  hit  Judgment  in  Lady 

Shrewtbury'p  caw,  314. 
Char|*e  to  the  Judgc^  315. 
Crentml  Baron  Verulam  of  Vera- 

lam  :    How  he  came  to  be*  called 

•' /,onl  Bacon,"  316.  317. 
Onlcrs  H|ptvd  on  bj  the  Commif 

pionert  of  tlie  Trcunury,  317— 

320. 
Stay*  a  ])atent  at  (he  Si>hI,  320. 
B«'-|>ortt  a  fprvut  iiicreaite  in   the 

revenue  of  the  Wards  iu  Ireland, 

320,  321. 
Cautiona  tlie  Kinx  aa  to  eertnin 

iioint*  in  the  bill  for  making 

VilIiera*B  motlier  a  |icert«m  321, 

322. 
Sumniona  8ir  K.  Coke    and  Sir 

Juhua  Ca^mr  to  attend  the  trial 

of  riotera  aceuMtl  of  attacking 

the 8|iani»li  AndmaNidor'v  lioutc, 

323. 
Stars  at  the  Seal  a  grant  of  land 

foraDlio«)iiial,  and  rccommcndt 

a  grant  for  leetiirca  at  the  two 

Vniver^itiiii,  324. 
Proirert  hid  gotxl  serriifa  to  Mr. 

1«aiic  Wake,   King's   Agent   at 

CouH  SaToy,  325. 
Ac«x>unt  of  his  ri-tripts  and  dis* 

hursements  from  24tli  J  urn*  to 

2mh    September,    1618,  326— 

336. 
C)ie<|iie  Roll  of  his  serrants,  336— 

33H. 
His  Report  to  tlie  King  on  tlie 

film'^s  and  eonTenienr«'  of  the 

Gold  and  Silt er  Thread  business, 

310. 
Reports  tlie  progress  of  the  Nary 

and    Treasury    Commisaioners, 

341. 
Applies  for  the  farmership  of  the 

proflta  of  the  Alienationa,  342. 
His  liopea  of  Iwlp  in  the  Great 

Instauration,  from  Northumber- 
land, Ralegh,  and  IlaT}ott,  848 


llis  eofiTenation  with  R«k*gh  in 

the  Qray'a  Inn  Walks,  847. 
A]^tointed  otic  of   tlie  Commis- 


Baeon,  Fmnris — continued. 

Motien*  to  examine  and  rejiort 
upon  the  cwn*  of  Ralegh  af^er 
his  ri'luni,  3&A. 
liCtter    fmm    the    Commissioners 
advising  how  to  proeecil  in  the 
matter,  conmionlv  mistaken  for 
his  com|)osition,  360~362. 
Delirers  the  censure  of  the  Court 
after  the  formal  private  hearing, 
368  No/e. 
His  advice  ii|ion  the  discovery  of 
traiis|K>rtation  of  gold   by   the 
Dutch  merchants,  374.  440. 
His  report  of  what  had  been  done 
with  the  Earl  of  Ormonde,  376. 
418.  4-10. 
His  account  of  Council  business, 

378,  379. 
His  sliartt  in  the  OlTicinl  Deelara* 
tion    comvming    Ralegh,    382, 
383.  402  note. 
The  Declanition,  384—413. 
His  certincate  acctniipanying  the 
draught  of  Ralegh's  Commission, 
3U0  note, 
Ili.4  procet*dings  in  the  case  of  Dr. 

Steward,  441—446.  450. 
S(*nds  the  King  a  draught  of  new 
iii^t ructions    for   t|ie    Court    of 
Wards,  416. 
Stays  at    tlie    seal   a   f latent    iof 

milking  Denixens,  4'(7. 
Wi^hc8  to  lx»  put  on  a  Commission 
tu  treat  wiih  the  Hollanders,  450. 
His  New  Year's  n'view  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  c(iutitr»*,  and  pm- 
niiiK^  to  ]in*sciit  the  King  with 
a  "  perfect  book  of  hit  estate,** 
47)2, 453. 
Bacon,  Sir  Nicholas,  316. 
bannister  (or  Bannt^ster),  Sir  Robert, 
Mortgugiv  of  Sir  R.  Haughton's 
Alum  Works,  278.  27U. 
Bannerets,  when  entitled  to  ))recedenoe 

over  baronets,  137  ao/e. 
Baron,  ceremony  incident  to  the  dignity 

of,  UH). 
Baronets,  occasion  of  the  institution  of 
the  order  of,  136. 
Questiou  as  to  place  and  precedence, 

137. 
Prusiierity  of  the  institution,  138. 
Basset,  Sir  Robert,  200. 
Bayiiton,  or  Bay  nam,  examination  ol, 

250.  251. 
Beckwith,  Lord  Darcy's  man,  assault 
on    Oervase    Markliam  in  tlte 
hunting  field  by,  103.  113. 
Stt  Darcy. 
Bennet,  Sir  Jolin,  256. 
Bertram  (orBartram)  John,  murden 
Sir  John    Tyndall   and  lumgt 
hioiaelf  in  prison,  100. 
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Arroyat  of  i)i« 
■w^yrtt   taken 
lOS.  10l}.  lift. 


oT  the 
il.    101* 


mis 
ork«» 


llifrKW.TlMaM*;  qar*tintiabir  pni 

III  hi*  nlilMNi  of  Bacim*«  Woe 

77  m9ie.  97  M^^  1X9. 
£fv  SCO. 
Dtarfcbmarw,  Jolin.  c«Iitor  of  tW  ir»l 

Olprm  OtHMa  i«f  Borvm,  inrliMica 

in  it   the   httXrr  of  Adriep  to 

VOIirtv,  la 
111*  tmtmetit  of  il,  MJ :  ami  of 

Ibr  **ainrtiaa  FWfailosc«|**  1S9. 
8rc.  I»i.  aafr. 
Illackftoiir,  8ir  William,  on   oAmcire 

•fMiist  the  I  AW  of  KalioiM,  437. 
Bhcfciloiirp,  Sir  Tlioinaa,  hia  iirtilioa 

fOMimrmliHl  bj  V  Ulimtobaoou't 

•ttrtilimi,  atl. 
niackarll  lUlU  M. 
Bkcbly,    ViM^NAiit.     £m  Villicia,  Sir 

jUowlrU.  Sir  rmnri*,  4  la  461. 

Ilondr,  Mr.  Scrrrtanr,  14S. 

0,»ik»  niiiat  folI(>«  SoriMTt,  not  Sciencga 

Ikiok*.  67. 
BiaiAlrT*  Jftlih,  SccoihI  Vifcnunt,  liie 

lUlcierd  otTtr  of  1:90.000  to  Vil. 

)ict»,  lo   nroc^rv  for  him    th« 

rarUlom  of  Underwater  inlciMlcd 

for  hw  fatlicr.  IC6. 
ConrtpniMlriMT  chi   thr    qiM^iufi 

wIm'IImt    llie    ctTrnioiiv  of   in- 


I 


I 


I 


Brarklrj 

Vi*!>lrtiuv     nicht     hr   iIh^vwiI 
with.   ItiS— 1121.  174.  in 
Notr  of  iwvmlnit*,  VJi^l^. 
CWmlrvl    EaH  of  Iki  Ipmlfr  ^ 
patent,  1*0. 
Bfwt,   NatlmUM^,  hi»  mtvmt.  d  Bn 
It's  Umqar,  SK 
Sir  XlwM  and  Kidwnl,  nw 
of,  iw  lheSllvC1»Bhir.9l  ^^ 
Bndgemmitr.  John,  wntmd  Lord  IM 
Irr.  rrvwlnl  Evi  «C  199-  ^ 
Brarkb^. 
Bnltcn»  Sir  ^ohn,  dtarovm  s  int 
ex|«urtatioii  ofiEoM  bj  ifar  P*t 
mt-ffrhanli^  374. 
Bfwnky,  Barou,  hr.  fvfiorton  iWa* 

of  thin£»  in  Oumbrrhad,  h& 
Ikwnk^,  Sir  TliofnM,  Chanerikir.  h^ 
quil   fiut    upon    tW  Chmtrij 
Court  in  tlie  tinM>  oC  IBC- 
Bttckiii^liam,  UtN»r|ppVilli«r^  Earl,  }hf' 
«|ui»,  ami  puhMqaraily  Dt^  <^ 
Sw  ViUitTi,  Ueof)^ 
BiuUinRB  111  andabmit  Iioniloa,faitWr 
cnMiion  of,  jiruhibitni,  lA^ 
R^taieclj  Migperfed  bjr  Bacms  lU- 
BurWiffK  LadT,  SSH. 
Buricigh,  or  lluri^hlfjr,  Thooiw  M 

Loni,  230.     Jr«  Cerili. 
BuUer,  Jack,    ViUitr»'s  ■rkwNrMs^ 
nient  of  Uaron't  bomuAa  tad^ 
niciit  of,  3CI7. 
Byron,  iHike  of,  iirt«  hj  vhiaibe«« 
drawn  lo  ]vriimi,  40b, 


c. 


(^kaK    KnUrf^    ^^<^l\v    of    Baron*t 
liHtrr    of    Advire    to    Villicri 
pritilrtl  in  the,  lo. 
See  143. 

(\raar,  Sir  Juliii*,  Miwtcr  of  the  Roll*, 
150.   137   vo/r.  »U.  2A3.   rJl. 

::o;i.  ao7.  30h.  .110.  asj.  904 

na/r.  9Lrj  mott,  413.  410. 

Ill*     ll«)IC«     of      OIM*      of      BtM'Oll't 

S|icrrlir«  to  llio  Jiidp**,  315. 
II 19  notof  of  thf  trial  of  Sir  Wnltcr 
Raleigh     b«'fore     the     Coaimie- 
•ionors,  356.  365—368. 
RraMMis  for  piippotinK  them   in- 
complete. 34i5. 

Cun«  lh<>  fir»t  of  tlie  **  insidious  mur> 
denrn,"  108. 

CaUisthenefl  andAleiander  the  Onsat, 
anecdote  of,  62,  63. 

Ckmhridfre  Unirersity,  oonvspondenca 
with,  on  Bacon's  beoomin|(  a 
PriTy  Councillor,  and  on  the 
prtition  of  the  town*a  people  for 
a  new  diarter,  131^134. 
Tlieir  Iett4»rs  to  the  King,  the  Earl 
of  Suflolk  and  Baeon,  prajiiig 


Gambri«l|7r  I'niTeruty— ^wa/war^ 

that    tlie   pi*tilioh   uaj  aot  W 

eraiited.  111.  142. 
Tlic  Kinie's  deciiMOB,  142-1  a 
Sr^  164. 
Cbnidrn,  William,  181.  272  mit. »« 

mote. 
Bacon'p  |»ro|ier  title  as  giwa  ^ 

him,  316  aolr. 
Camdeti    Mia<»>Uanjr.  miptake  ia  tkr, 

356. 
Campbell,  Lord,  Iitii opinion  of  BaMa* 

marna*!r,  163  mote. 
II in  asM-rtion  that  Baroa  aBa«^ 

BurkiiiglMin     to     dictaia    !<■ 

diHtrcs,  259,  26a  293,  £14 
Caiioii    law,    ronimiaaioiw    i«*iinl_  ^ 

rerision  of  the,  Ira^.  Ilea.  VUl 

and  Kdw.  VI..  68.  71. 
Canterbury,  ArehlMalio|»  of.  Se*  IbkA 
Cardanus     (Jerome    Cbnlaa)   aa  tk 

danger  of  cold    after  eurni^ 

102. 
Can^w,  Sir  OaorK^  167  aalr.  394  tdi- 
Carrw,  Lord,  160.  416  aa/e. 

<>i-rrfei«c      in     the     difleimm 

between  Coke  and  his  wifr,  S2^ 
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CHURCH. 


Cafrw,  TjoH — continue. 

Intcrcrden  with  the  Kin|^  on  bchnlf 

of  Raloch.  ^^^'    ^^  447. 
C«rlrtAn,  l>ii«ilfj,  on  the  proi^rrm  of 
cioth-wciiriiig  in  Ilolliind,  73. 
On  tlM*  charnctrr  o(  Rnlcyrh,  372 

Vrnw^ccn  from  Oiiiinhcrliiin*»k»ttrw 
to  iiitn.     {St^  Clmmbrriiiin]. 
OKirickfcrsiifl,  (Knrrirkf<*r|^u8)  150. 

Srt  Knock  fcr^ft. 
CArtwricItt,  Mr.,  1«^. 
C?iiiKolini.     •Vrr  Pnpiftn. 
C?»rcn<liit)i.  LortI,  32i>: 
CVrilUt  fntlicr  ancl  non,  mMc  mon  Mip* 

prrwocl  by  tlir,  fi,  7. 
CliambcrLiin,  John,  Ihulicj  CarlrtonV 
CoiTni|ionf)ont,  on  tl>o  iiopulnr 
nintonni  irlatirt'  to  Cokr's  din- 
ini((<«tU  from  \iw  oflicc,  K(*,  87. 
On  the  King'*  c»in««ii|cration    for 

Cokp,  0*. 
On  the  lrtt4«r  of  itflvicc  n4l<lrosiiif*d 

to  Coke  iiArr  hw  full,  121,  122. 
On  the  «*ir<vt  of  C(>ko'»  attiick  ii|ion 

tlic  OiaiM'ory,  12G  noie. 
On  the   biiniinp  of   Drnry   lAno 
Thmtrr  bv  "the  nnnilv  people 
of  the  Mibiirhii,''  158  note. 
On  tlie death  of  old  Lord  Umekley, 

IfiTi. 
On  the  nttendanec  of  noblemen, 
kc.,  wlien   Biieon  Uwk  hisi  «eat 
in  the  Cli«n<'er>-  Court,  IHl. 
On  the  creation  of  KnrU  bv  pntent, 

insi. 

On  the  effect  whieh  BiieonV  bud 

health  wii'«  likely  to  have  on  tlu* 

bii^ituHii-  of  the  Lnw  Courts  and 

the  Coiineil,  2<)0. 
8it«>nk«i  to  Wiuw(Mw)  in  fnrour  of 

Tobv  Mntthew*!*  «uil  for  leave 

to  return,  2l5. 
ITin   interriew   with    Mattliew   at 

\Vinwoo«rp,  21t». 
On  the  fiiTour  nhown  to  Matthew 

bv  Raeon,  ihid. 
On  the  Kin^'n  nnvption  of  Coke  at 

Newmarket,  21H. 
On  Coke*s  negotiation*    for    the 

marriase  of  hin  dnngbter,  and 

hi»  diifervnrefi  with  hit  wife,  21U, 

220,221.  244>iio/e. 
On  Coke'p  forcible  recorery  of  hia 

daaffhter,  22S. 
On   WinwocHl't   eonduct  in  the 

basinem,  230. 
On    the    proecedinpi    metlitated 

asaintt  Ladj  Uatton,  and  her 

»iili9i*qnent   rvntorntion    to    the 

Kin^*«  faronr,  250,  267.  271. 
On  the  dt«po«ol  of  the  seaU  held 

bj  Winwood.  272. 


Chamberlain,  tTohn — eoafrawerf. 

On     iiaconV    adrMUtvuient,    and 

favour  with  the  Kinf?,  2H7. 
On  a  Show,  or  Ma.*flue,  given  by 

centlemen  of  Oray  p  Inn,  21W. 
On  the  hndneti*  of  the  weather  and 

dulneiw  of  the  time,  309. 
On  the  !*enft*nro  pamfcd  in  the  Star 
ChnmlK*r  u|ion  Wraynham,  811. 
On  the  eanvr  of  "  one  Thranke,'* 
now  become  a   "Jewiiih  ChriH- 
tian,"  ai.5  Hofe. 
On  the  judfrmeut  \\]Mm  the  ]Mnraona 
eoneenied   in   tlu*   riot    at    the 
Spanish  AmbftHMulor'n,  324. 
Ilifl  opinion  of  Ralef(h'fipur|ioaG  in 

hi«  last  voyage,  347. 
On    the    ]N>pular    fivline    about 
Ralegh    after    hiN    drath,  373, 
381  mote. 
On  the  "A|H»loR3"*'  puhliahed  by 

Sir  Lewis  8tuelcT,  :i82. 
Aeeount  of  Rnl«*^h*ii  la»t  attempt 
to  iiii'a|ie,  412  *io/e. 

&y  119  noff.  128  note,  \m, 
170.  222  nofr.  231.  323  note.  2:<9. 
Chamb<*rlauu%  Jjixmanl,  litigation 
ari.oinc  out  of  the  inteataey  of, 
and  fatal  epimwle  connected 
therewith.  101,  102. 
Chanrellor    of  the    Exchequer.      See 

(In-Tille. 
Clianeery  Court,  exorbitant  juriftdiction 
oh  120  »o/^. 
Jincon  taken  liiw  «eat  in,  181. 
•SW  Hncon. 
Charles*,  Prince,  attcrwarda  Clmrlej«  I., 
Jitif'turp  r<Min^el.lo  Villiera  e<m* 
cernini;  tlie  trniniui;  of,  &5. 
Pr(»|K»<*nU  for  hi*   nuirrmgo  with 

the  Infanta,  Hi,  U5. 
A  fnend  to  Coke.  218. 
New    Year  Gift   m'nl   to  him  by 
liacf)n.  288. 
Chawortli,  Sir  George,  his  arrangement 
with  Bacon  al>out  the  Kami  of 
the  Petty  Writs,  285,  286. 
Chc«nay,  La,  and  l^e  Clcrc,  their  ofler 

to  aid  Ralegh  to  encape,  411. 
CliichePter,  Sir  Arthur,  I^ircl  Deputy  of 
Ireland,    his    recommendations 
ctmecrning  the  ertvtion  of  Staple 
Towns,  1,  2.  15»— 156. 
"Oiristian  Pnradoxes,"  true  author  of, 
discorenHl  by  Mr.  Oromirt,  and 
inaccuracies  of  the  pivsent  £ditor 
eomvted,  129^131. 
Chudleigh,    Cafitain    John,    examined 
relative  to  Ralegh'a  expedition, 
357  note.  395  ao/e.  396  note. 
Text  of  his  examination,  419. 
Church.    See  Rdigioua  matter*. 
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C\>MMIC5I>AI1:S. 


olUcn'  qiurt,**.  SIS.  3U&. 
ChfiiitTii    Lunl,  iM  Uie  diMMtcr  of 

VUliKft.  £17. 
QiUm,  Luni,  ]N^M:«v«lin(^  aismiiwl  him 

lur  ibfv«inutiK  to  kill  tb«  LonI 

yitryrt,  SU^<-Sf7.  »l7. 
Cownut*  0ttu*ulr,  9lV} 
^;V)lb**«i^«'«i  ••MMturvi  fur  idiief  of 

llir.  72-74.  lUG. 
lUmuMtnuicv  of  tho  Fsmien   of 

Ctetooai  AiPiUMl  Um  mim^  lU, 

Jlirr  llnrhiuil  Admit ufrrv. 
Cudiif^i  Al(k*nii«ti,  hi*  neromnwtMla- 
tMMi  cviMiniiiiiE  lh«*  crwiioa  of 
0U|iU>lown«  m  ln*UiMl,  S. 
Ill*  cuiim-iion  with  tlir  Kr«  Com- 

Kiiyui  M  rrt'luuil  A«lTiiitiirer«^. 
^^ tmmi^  (>|Miiioii  uC  Coko  tout^i- 

iiii;  tbr  |Ni)«l  buUt  to  colled,  SIS. 
i%ilM,  Octimtt,  8ir  Kdward's  **  fiKlitiug 

y*^^  tfir  Ktlvsnl,  Cliii-f  Jii»tirr  of  the 
Kine'*  Ik'tu'li,  oil  tlif  |iririlrge 
ofllM***HU|ilc,**  1.  i:i6. 

ValiM*  of  III*  Krport;  6a.  («oin|Ni«vil 
«itli    lU«f>ii'»  Hrnlfa  mmi   Drci- 

•    *I«M«.  7<>- 

Alkv^l  t*m>r«  in  lim  Ktimrt*,  ami 

|»nM*i*cdiii)e0     tli«ni>ii,     7<>-^i. 

Ha— »U.  1U&. 
I'o|»uliir  U^lirCi  •■  to  tho  rauM*  uf  hi* 

nitiof«l  (rtmi  iIk-  Ikiwli,  tHSi  tt7. 
Tni«  fntMiinU  uf  tlw  Mine,  tKI. 
**liiiio%»liuii»"  mtrmliicvfl  by  liiiu 

iiitii  iIh*  Lmws  mmI  Uov^miiuiiit, 

Ul>— !«. 
|lo»iHHif«il  uMo*  of  kim  by  tlio 

lX*cUrition  of  t)M  rvoaout  lor  dao- 

|ikici»|i;  kim,  M~tN». 
Fonu  of  diM-liaip)  from  kii  |»laoc 

of  Citk-f  Juaticv  ioiit  by  iSoouu 

to  Um*  KiitK,  Sl7. 
Unut  of  tlir  iwcnion  of  K«>|m.t'« 

plaa*  lo  Wliili'lficke  mmI  ii«aUk, 

vtiiiflntii'tl  by  liiui,  UB. 
llw  Ptalftiifnt  of  ilir  lair  at  to 

kbcW,  111. 
Hi*  pmrvciHiiKs  iu  tlic  caar  of  Sir 

TlKmuw  UoiiMm,  118,  lid. 
An«>t>yRM>u>  **  Letter  of  Advice 

to  him,  181— Ism 
Kncanleil  wil  h  favour  by  tlic  QiMcn, 

UtI  aolr.  21H. 
A  match  bi*iii|;  prrifwigcd  bet«c«*ii 

hi«  yuun|{c»t   dau^^Ulcr  aiid  Sir 

John  ViUi«r»,  k<*  it  reivivo«l  into 

favour  neain  by  Villicrt  and  iho 

King,  218. 
But  inaLct  a  «lifliculiy  about  tho 

fiortion,  ZVJ, 
Dillcrt'ticet  with  liit  wife :  ccm* 


•t 


1 


Oolu',8ir  K«l«anl-^«/i«ffn/. 

|iUiiil  apiiiul  him  bf  tfar  FnKh 

Ambaatmlor  fur  hJamg  t  pimr, 

2l:»— 221. 
Jic-o}mia  the  aiarnair  tmty  «<b 

utfrr  of  better  tmai^  ££1. 
Hit  daui;htcr  canicil  avtr  bi  ht 

wifo ;  a  warrant  Uw  Wr  rrrvtm 

ap|ilirdloroa  hitbrhaU,  22,21 
111*  imMxxtiin^  fiir  thr  itcvnfv  if 

lilt  ilaii|Hitcr,  fSo,  £iCL 
It  auiMiuoucd  brfufv  the  (Wnl, 

and  ordcitnl  to  be  pruanilai  a 

tliA  Star  Cliaiubrr  lor  funeuJ 

riot,  227— fiSl. 
Uin  conduct  apfvorcil  bv  tbr  Kim. 

iui«l  |iruc«<c(lings  iiL«|HiidnI,  S9 

—231.  SSI. 
InctHivonicncr    apjurhciifinl   bf 

llaroti  from  h»  iv-tilaiiwii»  » 

the  Counril-hnard,  232,  A 
Umv  to  mcvt  tlie  Kiaf;  al  OkbIi;, 

216. 
Ilk   |Mwilion    ami    bchtTWff  ^ 

trrihctl  hy  Yclr«rtiin,  S47,  !KL 
Gruundt  vhcfwn  hi'  jtulifiol  k*> 

ui*  of  vnikiirv  tr  ihi*  iw^w? 

of  kin  <hini;htfr,  ISAi  wtif. 
Kcvitontl  lo  I  lie  GmnnltaMr.SSft 
K«<«ictinii  tlie  land  alltHtrd  t«  ^ 

tbi«ii«kter,  anti  |M}y  til  6amK^'* 
Abniit  fnmi  T^d}  lUtton'i  fcv( 

of  rvconciliation,  272. 
lii*  tetiteiice  in  tik*  Sttr  Uokhf 

cm  Wnynliani,  311. 
Salt  by  the  Kii^  lo  oCr  I^ 

Shrrwuhiin-  \\m  oath  «f  ^ 

amv,  SU,  31&. 
8|i«viaUy  rm|uin^l  by  tbr  Kr.«  <<' 

attnHl  tlio  trial  uf  tbr  mun 

wlio  luul  attMrkrd  tlic  S^H^ 

Ambanaador't  huutc,  3S3. 
II  it  ofMniuii  at  to  tlie  |im|Kr  fio 

aiid  nianiHTof  jirotrvdiiitf  iCP'"' 

8ir.  W.  Kalcv'h,  3i»->SO. 
Fn-vcutcil  \>\  ilhwm  rntn  altrwio^ 

the  OHHiin^  of  IIk*  Cbw"*" 

Moiicrt  of  1  nw»iin-,  :i79. 454'. 
are  l;W.  240.  24L  JO.  5* 
SKI.    31U.  S2U.  37&.  ^ 
413.  416.  441. 
Coke,  Krwicct,  younipnt  dtvfihl<v  d 

tiMi  above,  married  lo  tiir  Jo^ 

Viniert.226.    ditrCu^ltr^ 
II  at  foil,  Lady. 
Coke,  Sir  KuU-rt,  mii  uT  Sir  Un/^ 

2441  aWtf. 
GihU  havo  cauaud  more  dcathi  tkn 

war,  102. 
Cohmiet  and  PlanlatioiM«  Utooo'inr** 

rt'lativc  |4>  lliectlahhdiBifVl«|>^ 

cncourtgcment  of,S1,Sl49-»- 
CoinmcndauMi,  o|miioii  of  the  jtiip* 

oiifili. 


-1 


COMnON. 


IG2 


DKyNY. 


Compton.Ladj,  mothn'  ofllic  ViUu*nr«, 
•p|)li<«  to  Dncon,  on  Coke's 
behalf,  for  a  wnmint  to  rrcoTer 
pOMiCMion  of  hit  daughter,  222, 
223. 
Aroort  to  the  daughter  ;pvntcd  to 
lier  and  her  »on  by  tlio  Council, 
231. 
Honour  intended  to  her  h?  the 
Kins.  321. 

.Si.^22«.  228.  2^2*2. 

Comtable,  Sir  Henr>-,  2NI. 

Cofvper  Alintm,  the  *'  famous  caw  **  of 
tlie,  dceidefl  upon  records  and 
prreed<'nt«,  203. 

Cork,  one  of  the  four  ancient  Staple 
Towns  of  Ireland,  2. 

Cotton,  Sir  John,  corrf^<ipondence 
between  Villters  and  ISncoii 
relative  to  his  rcmonU  from  the 
place  of  CiuioM  Rotulomm,  2U0 
—203. 

Cotton,  Sir  Robert,  Somemefs  'allj  in 
the  negotiations  with  Oondoinar, 

]ir>. 

Cotton,  Sir  Rowland,  Cliancenr  Suitor, 

letters  from  Villiers  \o  llacon  in 

favour  of,  311.  313. 
Cnuntrv  Ot*ntleini*n,  proclnmntiun   for 

their  de}raHun*  frt>m   Ltmdon, 

\m,     S^e  213  nnU, 
Contt  Affairs,  |iolicT  recommended  bj 

Bacon  to  Yilliers  in  rcgani  to, 

24,  25.  52—55.  ^ 
Courtenay,  Kdwanl,  Knight,    created 

Karl    of    Devon    without    the 

solemnities,  1{M>. 
Corcntrv,  Thomas,  likelv  to  bi^  chosen 

iteconler  by  the  City,  <J7. 


Coventry — coufin  ued. 

Considered    by   Bncon   "doubtful 
for  the  King*s  Service."     Ibid. 
See  270. 
Cowell,     Dr.,     his  interpretation    of 
"Staple,"    1.    Of   "Shorling" 
nnd     "Morling,"    8    note.    Of 
"Arrest,"  265  no/e. 
His  offence  against  the  House  of 
Coinmons   compariHl  with   that 
of  Coke  against  llie  (*rown,  78. 
Crmik,  Professor,  his  views  relative  to 
Bacon*s     letter    of    advice     to 
Villiers,  0,  10.  5i,  55  nolfs. 
Cnnflehl,  Sir  Lionel,  value  of  Sherboum 
incn*ase<l  by  the  help  of,  116. 
Mastership  of  the   Wanls  trans- 
ferred to  him,  2GI  nnfe, 
Roc(  ivi*s  directions  from  the  King 
about  his  own  business;  whieh 
he  is  to  impart  to  Bacon  only, 
26l>. 
Becoming  an  indisiKmsablo  man : 

his  anti*<HHlenf8,  272. 
His  illne«s  and  recuvery,  275.  270. 

277.  2H0. 
Letter  to  Villiers,  on  the  proceeding 
in  the  business  of  the  Houschohl, 
289. 
S^  274.  275  Hofe.  283.  2U3. 
Craven,  Sir  William,  256.  257. 
Crew,  Sir  Randal,  King's  Serjeant,  hin 
chargi*  acaitiict  Mnrkhum  in  Lord 
Darcy's  case.  111. 
Crooke,  (or  Crokc)  Mr.  Justice,  85. 
Customs,  Fanners  of  the,  their  nnnon* 
St  ranee  against  the  proclamation 
for  wearing  English  cloth,  133, 
134. 


D. 


Dallon,  Mr., 


the 


I,  Mr.,  pa.«quil    put    uiion 

Court  of  Chancery,  h^,  186. 
Dairy,  Ix>rd ;  his  quarrel  witli  Oervaso 

Markham,  and  complaint  against 

hint  in  the  Star  Chamber,  103— 

114. 
Havers,  Lord,  220. 
David,  King,  hia  nde  for  the  choice  of 

courtiers,  24. 
His  description  of  the  kind  of  men 

who  provoke  duels,  106. 
His  feiened  madness  cited  at  a 

|»rreedent  by  Ralegh,  367. 
Dawbeny,    or     ikubigny,    Clement, 

patent   for    slitting   iron    bars 

granted  to,  134. 
Bacon*a  certificate  in  his  favour, 

on  oceaaion  of  complaints  against 

the  monopoly  enjoyed  by  him, 

135. 


De  Burgh,  317. 

Deccomb,  Dcekomb,  Mr.,  or  Sir  John, 

an  ag(*nt  in  the  management  of 

Viliicrs*s  pri»perty,  5.  116.  117. 
Demagogues,  Cicero's  remedy  for  the 

quiet mg  of,  213. 
Denhani,  Sir  John,  Chief  Justice  of 

IreUind,  164. 
Sworn  a  Baron  of  the  Exchequer 

Wee  A  If  ham,  2(X). 
Speech  of  Bacon  to  him  on  the 

ocenfion,  203. 
His  conduct  in  Ireland  eulogiied 

by  Bacon,  205. 
See  207  note, 
Deiiimtion,  patent  for,  stijed  at  the 

Seal,    and    commission    recom- 
mended, 447.  451. 
Denmark  House,  the  Queen's  residence, 

163  uoie. 
Denny,  Lord,  320. 


nKro5. 


w*»a 


EXOLKnCLD. 


I'M. 
D^bft  (*«r  John,  mtk^Twrd*  Rtri  of 
Bri«lol,  Vir«  ClM••brtiMl^  aenl 
to  Mwlmt  tA  wwtfe  the  nr^o- 
tiAiMm  Uw  TriaM CiMrUV*  vMr- 

Com|iliiiirni«ry    •lliiMon*    of    the 

Kmt  lo  Hm  diMtHitni   la   thr 

■MClrr,  1 17. 
AiUmmmI   ImtmdNMM    to    hia^ 

ISH. 
]Ii»  lrtl«r  to  Iliirkiiiffham  oo  rwT> 

Utn  mmoMn  about  the  8pMii*h 

M^ch,  171  m^. 
iMtiff    tn*m  the  C'Mnmia«ioneri 

•bottt  tin*  buainrMof  tlM  l*ir»te*» 

MrMnMbljr  linitfB  up  by  hum, 

l7a~lHl. 
ObtaiiMi  lea  ve  fiir  Raleiich  to  ^o  to  hii 

own  him«e  on  ht«  nrriTal  m  Lon- 

4im,S5:>.  4IK4II.  414. 
«Wltf>.  IIH.  140  oole.     100. 
170.  lUH.  SIM.  301. 
piagwrll,  Hir   lUelMnl   rrv»««m  Lord, 

hM  dbimle  with  I  ho   KmtI    of 

OniMiiMbs  37A  wCe. 
VinhMj/iOcrry],  U«*lio|i  oi;  103. 


DDCWVtt,  Sir  I  l(*nfy,  sppninlMl ' 

ofthe  \VM«iiilNbiMi,4l7. 
DmhIerHlce,  Mr.  JiMlirr,  S»l. 
DiNWi  lIoiMe  1ml  to  lUron.  9VIL 
Drmke,  Mr^  i«irir«v  Kalfsh  oi  Nn  juv 

nej  to  Lomion,  HCL 
DroighnUi.  one  of  the  ibur  Mcinit  Supb 

townt  of  lieliiail,  2. 
New  cnnt  to  ihr  fo««,  IS<S. 
Dnir/  biiM  ThnHfe,  honA  by  "ikr 

unrulf  peo|ile  of  tb^  rababs" 

15Hao/r. 
Dublin,  one  of  the  four  tnnnit  SUflr 

town*  of  Irrbnil,  3. 
IhibUa.  I>r.  ThoniM  Jowt.  Arrbbi^'i^ 

of.  Mid  LonlClHMcUarariie 

biHl,3a». 
Dudley,  8ir  Ki>bert,  mmm  lUrfh  ^ 

the  eiii^enre  in  Ibulli  Awna 

of  •  ipikb'n  mi|«iiv,  431 
DueUnnti  l>iirUiatii.KiiMmlmMri«^ 

lbinNion,liM-liaUi. 
Dtttel^tlM^    &«|li4Uadm. 
Dtttcii  mi«rehiMits«*t|iortatioiiafgi^^ 

tlie,  374.  372.  41!!,  430. 
Dyer,  Kdmrd,  S73w 


K. 


Ctft  Indies  tlilTofmcni  with  the  ITol- 

binder*  alimit  the,  iM. 
g(|Mr,the8oion  KtnK,eonM»liiLilionof 

tlie  Uwt  by,  fiG. 
XdmoiKb-s  C.  CItTk  of  Ibe  Conneil, 
Cttkr'v  iUiikIiIiy  |dnrrd  in  rlurge 
of.  3iB.  tt7,  33H.     «Ftf  2H3. 
]£dinund(*«  or  Idhnomles  Sir  TImnims 
Coin|itrDller   aud    •ubwqnentl/ 
TnMMirrr  of  tlie  Ilouteliold,  167 
no/e.     2H3. 
Not  in  fafourof  tlieSiwniah  Mftldi, 

170. 
IVopmiet  marring  with   Bneon'p 

nieoe,  174. 
Hi*  rltaraiirr  mimI  antecrtlcnts,  U^d 
and  tuAv. 
Ed  want  1.,  character  of  tlie  Statue*  of, 

OB. 
Edward  Vf .,  CWnoii  law  rerition  wlteme 
rrriTcd  in  tlie  reign  of,  06. 
Form  obterred  in  the  cnration  of 
pern  during  hi*  infancy,  lUO. 
Sdwaida,  Mr.,  liia  life  of  lUk^irU  cited 
and  aMninented  on,  343|  334, 
355,  mK<v.  382.  401,  403  oof w. 
430.  439,  nol!e. 
Egertona,  cauae  of  the,  a  di*|Nif  ed  will, 
reierred  to  Bacon>  arbitration* 


'^VrMS.SOI  SVS. 


Kliabi'th,  Quern;  her  nik*  at  i«  \^ 
rlioicii*  of  AmhaMBilon  ■h>I  n^ 
tlent*  at  fornien  enarl.%  dV  41 
ller  nninril  not  po  marli  t  vm/f 

out  at  a  wine  our,  40. 
AUi*i^l  region  of  (Kitm  lo  ^t 

30(>.  434. 
Proposal  oonceminc  munt  vMiir  M 
her  by  Sir  IliuapkrE;  Oiibfi, 
431  no/e. 
SUeMnerr.Thomat  Kgerton,IMiAf^ 
wards  Vi«coant  BneUrr,  I^ 
Cliancelk>r,  pnweedi^ri  af  ^ 
oHf  and  Baron  in  ivfcwitf  » 
0»ke  and  hin  report*— fSw  B*" 
cfwi.     Ci»ke.] 
Int  hires   flie   King  to  tttr^  ^ 
fvtignntiou    of  ibr  dunvA"' 
ahip^  151. 
AOectionatJ  parting  bftvw*  ^ 
•elf  and    tlio  Kii«;   !«>»'* 
conferred   and  iatMNbd  ti  k 
conferred  on  bin  Iw  Iki  Kffi. 
lOo.  100. 
Hit  death,  100. 

JSwIlrackky.  8itsl»9I.VB 
134. 14a 
Ely,  Biahop  of.    Aw  AndrewfiL 
Rngbrfiekl.  Sir   FraiHM,  ktUn  fr^ 
Villirra  to  BaOM  «  bddf  <( 
Its.  447. 


K>'OLISU. 


^Oi 


OAKDINKU. 


£ngli»U  latlie*,  their  fuiuliiCM  for  forcigu 

Xmoi,  KubiTt  Dt)Tcr(>ux,  Earl  of,  charge 

•i»aintft  Biicon  of  uofiuthfulucf 

to,  248.  Olid  mote. 
Bolcgh't  diMvowal  of  all  concern 

in  hin  cli*alh,  371. 
[,  William,  Earl  of,  how  cruktod 
Marqiii*  of  Northampton,  lil6. 
I,  Lsuly,  lubMiiucntly  Counlets  of 

8oUicnict,  123  iMfto. 


Kvi*r»,  L«>rd,  IGi. 

**Kwii  Uay  Da.y,"  cviitonary  of,  IGO 
noie. 
Measures  takon  for  preserving  the 
\icace  on,  ltf7. 

**  Eioiuinor '*  Newspaper  on  Lord 
Campbtill*s  slateniinits  concvm- 
ing  ViUiers*s  iutrrferoiice  with 
Utunn's  (locrtvs,  25il,  2(>0  uott. 

Kxctor,  Eurl  of,  kept  waiting  while 
Itacou  talked  with  Ualogh,  3&7. 


F. 


Fage,    a    Vrcneh    soldier,  often    with 

Kalcgh,  417.  41*J. 
**  FaToiirito  *'  of  the  Kini^,  hi«  position 

iiuti  funtiioiitf,  12. 
Bacon's  view  of  the  duties  and  re- 

»|Hmjiibihties    attachinc   to  the 

olFiw,  14— 17.     27—30. 
Fcnie,  Vice  Admiral  Sir  John,  Rak*gh*s 

contradii*tion    of   a    rv|iorl   of, 

:ii*i6.     Ste  3<J8  Mo/tf.     420.  427. 
Fincli,  Hencnge,  71. 
Fincli,  Herjeanl,  71.  tt-l.  2iK>. 

Joined  witli  Bu-on  and  Montague 

in  the  dinvtion  of  tlie  Patent  for 

Inn^  9U. 
Fisheries,  B.icon  on  the  importance  of, 

4y. 
FitilHTbert,  Judtfe.  70. 
FhKtwood,  Sir  Miles,  37U. 

His  services  in    relation    to    the 

Courtof  Wards,  416. 


Fletcher,  Ojrles,  presented  to  a  Suffolk 
living  by  Bactin,  172. 

Floud,  Sir  Kobert.  302. 

Foliaiiib4>,  Francis,  Villiers's  letter  to 
Bacon  in  behalf  of,  375. 

Forieaoue,  Hon.  George  Matthew, 
Letters  of  Baoon  and  the  King, 
printed  from  the  collection  of, 
1(».  363. 

Fost,  Mr.,  on  tho  failure  of  the  institu- 
tion of  Law  Reporters,  267. 

Fowle,  or  Fowles,  Mr.,  Patentee  of  tlic 
Otfld  and  Silver  Thread  business, 
325.  33U. 

Stv  Gold  and  Silver  Thread. 

FrankUn,  James,  author  of  the  story  of 
the  **  plot "  siioken  of  bj  Coke's 
anonymous  advi«er,  125. 

FuUerton,  Sir  Jauics,  Letter  from  Bacon 
to,  2SS. 


G. 


Qalway,  projNUKil  <-xtoti!tion  of  tlio 
privilege  of  the  **  Staple  "  to^  2. 

ChinliiK*r,  Bishop,  said  **  tliat  he  would 
be  bishop  a  hundred  Years  after 
his  ileath,"  &4. 

Oanlin<*r,  Sir  Robert,  hi.4  coudurt  as 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  Ireland 
eulojriied  bv  Bacon,  205. 

Oartlin(*r,  Mr.  S.  fe.,  his  view  relative 
to  the  date  of  Bacon's  letter  of 
advice  to  Villiers,  tt. 
On  the  progms  of  cloth- weaving 

in  llolhuid,  73. 
His  |ia|N*r  on   Bacon's  letters  to 
(Hiristian  IV.  of  I>«tnniark  con* 
tribute^  to  Uie  Arclurologia,  tM 
noU. 
Do«>s  not  believe  that  Bacon  coidd 
be  the  writer  of  the  anonjuioufl 
letter  to  Coke,  12t(. 
ITis  proposed  com^ction  ot  a  cor- 
rupt paoiAge  in  a  speech  of  the 


Oardim*r,  Mr.  S.  R. — continued. 

King,  relative  to  the    Spanish 
Matfh,  147  notr. 

His  opinion  couc(*niing  "tlie  po*Dt» 
of  religion  to  be  insisted  on  "  in 
the  tn-nty  for  the  match,  151 
note. 

His  statenu?nt  that  Win  wood  urged 
RaK«gli  to  fall  u)M>n  the  Mexico 
Fhvt,  at  the  best  means  of 
bringing  the  Kmg  to  a  rupture 
with  S|iain,  170. 

On  the  warning  g!ven  to  Ralegh 
tlMt  a  tnmsgivssion  of  his  com- 
mission would  be  punisiied  with 
death,  345. 

Oi.  Rak^gh's  supposition  as  to  tlie 
relative  position  of  the  town  and 
the  mine,  340  note. 

On  the  Kintf's  shan*  in  tlie  guilt  of 
1inlf*gh*!>  enterprise,  35U. 


OARniNER. 


44>5 


IIATTOK. 


rii 
tUlrekV  n|wiilitW«i  funiMlinl  bj. 


Or  the  fiMMl«iM*ii«Al  error  m  tiM 
**  IXft'bratioii  **  whirli  iviMlm  it 
kkr  M  a  whole,  4S9. 
Oh  t  lieewmtioti  of  IUlr|[h,  43ft. 
.*W  171.  S3K  3(46,  330.  316» 
3»i.  306^  3(»,  til,  434,  411, 
•oie*,     445. 
Oafnnl.  or  Ovfrmnl,  Oturfse,  Hiidky 
Carlrton**    Corw|io«<teiit,    181 
■n/e. 
On  Tolnr  Maftkrv'a  poMtion  m  a 

rrMik'nt  with  llaron,  SI 6  wie. 
On   I  hi-  <hflVfttiiv»  btiwmi  Oik* 


an<l  ht«  wifr,  tSO.  t9R.  fiBt 
Gft««lT,  J  u«liri*,  lUb-ffnl  <k«lh-hrd  fftale- 

nM'til  of,  nrlaiiTf  to  Balr|sh'»  con* 

tlrtniMlMwi,  3li6> 
Oawm  Sir  John,  31 1. 
Ocfwd,  .Sr  TiMmMn.  373. 
Oikaon  Ciillc«<l ion,  |«|irffvfrom  ihr,  137. 

13!l.  l^i.  2.13  m^e,     »l  moie. 

OHm^fr.     :aOmttr.     231   ooie. 

a;:,  a^a  »<»/<«.   3hu.  270  »»/«•. 

276  mi/e.   27!»  o.   2MI  n.   2K3  m, 
2M» — 2HA  no/rt. 

OdbfH,  8ir  llHm|ihfVT,  hi«i  |im|io<«l  lo 
Qiirm  Kliubdh  it4aliTr  to  the 
taking  of  Gii*«iiis  431  moie* 

Ohmii«t«iii|iin*  Ckithworknv,  prohibi. 
tion  injuriouii  to  their  Innlr, 
enmt»Uino<l  of  by  the,  72.  74. 

Godwin,  W  illifim,  tl»e  error  of  stichMnc 
to  Uncoil  the  letter  aihirsMed 
to  Ci>ke  oil  hi«  n*nioviil  from  the 
llench,  ]ioitili'd  out  bv,  129. 

Gold  bimI  HiUcr  thimd,  pmnvdtnip  for 
eiif<ireinK  the  patent  for,  32S. 
338  3311.310. 


RakiKhV  poNtion  lowanb  the 
leoTemor  of,  analu|poiaa  lo  tiMt  of 
Jaaie*  Inwanla  the 
Goremnienf,  439. 

8|ianMh   Amhanwador,  nd- 
?M*ii  l^ilip  lo  eonCne  kia  de- 
mand* un  behnlf  of  the  Calkolicv 
to  a  mkiKation  of  the  Penal  Lnws 
aisahMl  tlmn,  I4S. 
II  i«  lioftra  of  eonTerlii^  Kngland 
fna^nrtAl  bv  the  fidl  of  Sometwt. 
116. 
AaMMilt  on  hia  houar  by  a  mob  in 
|mr»uit  of  one  of  hii  auite  w4m> 
liad  riddni  over  a  cbiU,  32S— 
324. 
Obieetion*  to  Raleeh*«  roynipp,  346. 
I  Omfimiation  of  hia  apprrhc'n>iotii^ 

Xa.  3Ha. 
II iv  Irtleri  rtmerminK  llie  eiprcli* 
tmn  ami  tlie  ronditiona  im|ioreil, 
j  386.  3N7  a<«/#a. 

IVnianda      jii^tin*      aeainiC     thn 
I  Miekefw  (»f  8c.  Tlioni«%  40(1.  Srv 

I  35!l  m9fe.     43^  ao/e  1. 

I   OoocUnan,    llisho|»,   on   the    eanar    at 
,  i)M.irfvl  betw«Hra  Winwood  and 

{  llaron,  222. 

<  Gowrie  eon»pinM*v.  annirermry  of,  *"  ono 
*  of  (Mir  lin|t|iiep|  dara,**  6. 

GrijV  Inn,  Maaqiir  inrlonned  bj  Ihw 

l^^>tlenle«l  of,  2UH. 
Given,  Mra.  Kren'tt,  SOU. 
Gfvraie,  Sir  Kulke,  Chanerllor  of  tk« 
j  KKdnniuer,  1S7  aole.     IdU.  1U7. 

I  22a  3U7.  3IS». 

'  Grimaiona,  Karia  tif  Vfruhim,  317. 
Groaart,  Rer.  Alciaiider,  true  aullior 
of   the    'Oiriatiaa   Pbf«doK«i* 
fl«peoT«^rd  bv,  130. 
Guiana,  Kalr|;h'a   Ripedilion  to. 
Rakfh. 


u. 


llackw«*ll,  Mr.,  a  Inbutm'r  in  the  con* 

aoiithitioH  of  t  lie  Slaliitea,  71. 
Apiiointetl  Qiitt>ir«  Holicitor,  rare 

LowiUt,  2ii8. 
Ifaddinfftoii,  l/>nl,  and  RaUtrh,  313. 
Hale,  Sir  Matthew.  ealU-d  I^ml  Ilah;  in 

f  irtue  of  hia  oHice,  310. 
Hall,  Jofiimh,  one  of  tlie  |ienona  upon 

whom  the  Inciter  of  Ad?ii>e  to 

Coke  waa  latliered,  122. 
Hall,  Mr.,  Patent    of  deniiation  to, 

•topped  hv  Bneon,  447. 
Hallam,  lienrf ,  on  RaleghV  eipedition 

and  exeetition,  42i5,  436. 
UamUton,  Manjuia  oQ  272.  286. 


llanabje,      Mr.,     Clmnrcry      8uUor, 

Villiera'a    hotter    to    Uaron    in 

faTour  of.  312. 
Harieiati  CoUection,  186,  IM  aote. 
Harper,  Sir  John,  273. 
Uanria,  Sir  Cliriatopher,  Ralef^i  at  the 

lioiiae  of,  336,  no/a  3. 
Harte,  boat  •owner,  hired  to  aid  Rnksh 

in  Ilia  attempt  to  CMspe,  41S. 
Uartinfcton,    a    |»rDpertj    granted     to 

Vil!ier«,  116. 
Harw«Mid.  Sir  Kdward,  286  aofe. 

On   Ralegli*a  dqportment  on  tli« 

frmfRAd,  370. 
Hatton,  Sir  Chriatophar,  SSO. 


TOL.   VI. 


2h 


HATTON. 
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nUTTON. 


Iblton,  EUubcth,  Ladj,  (wulow  of 
Sir  Will  Will),  Cuko't  second  wife, 
»vt*r9c  to  tlie  iiiMrrijige  of  her 
ilaughter  with  tiir  John  VilUers, 
21U. 
Her  Ittipition  wit)i   her  husband, 

210—221. 
Carriet  Iter  daughter  to  n  place  of 

conecnlnient,  222. 
Api>lie«  to  Baeon  for  a  irarrant  to 
fetch  her  from  her  father  and 
bring    them    both    before    the 
Council.  225. 
Obtains  iiioi«lanec  to  execute  her 

warrant,  225,  22G. 
Petitions  the  Council,  and  is  ad- 
mitted and  heard,  227. 
Conies  to  an  agreement  with  her 

husband,  231. 
Commissioners    ap|)ointed  to  ex* 
amino  her  upon  Tariotis  charges, 
but  lier  sickness  protects  her, 
256. 
Consents  to  the  marriage,  and  it 
received    into  farour  again   in 
hope  that    !>he  will  si^ttlo    her 
fortune  on  the  bride,  257. 
It  rentored  to  libertj,  and  giret  a 
great  dinner  to  the  King  and  the 
nobility,  271, 272. 
Sm242. 
Ifanghton,  Lonl.  226. 
Uaughton,  Sir  Richard,  and  Sir  Gilbert, 
eorresix>ndenoe  concerning  tiieir 
Alum  works,  and  the  proposal 
for  tho  King  to  take  the  samOi 
261.  274.  27H,  279.  2U5.  297. 
IXawkins,  Mr.,  a  suitor  recommended 

by  Villiers,  2U5.  302. 
UajaLord,  form  obst-nretl  on  his  creation 
as  Baron  of  Sawlcy,  195. 

Set  106.  256.  282.  283.  416 
nofe. 
Hajward,  Dr.,  one  of  tlie  writers  on 
whom  was  fatliered  tlie   Letter 
of  Adrioe  to  Coke,  122. 
Ilettth,  conditions  on   which   he  and 
Whitelocke  held  the  patent  of 
the  rerersion  to  "  Roper*s  place,'* 
08. 
Joined  with  Shute  in  a  new  grant 
of  the  reversion,  iOO.   See  117. 
Uellwysse,  Sir  Gerrase,  Lieutenant  of 

the  Tower,  118. 
Helmingham,  Suffolk,  172. 
Henry  TIL,  196. 

Heniy  VIII.,  authorised  bj  Ptrliament 
to  nominate  Commissioners  for 
the  purgation  of  the  Canon  Law, 
6o. 
Oeni7,  Prince,  ton  of  Jamet  I.;  hit 
propotcd  marriage  with  the 
Infiinta  of  Spain,  IH  147. 


Herbert,  William,  examined  relative  to 

Ralegh's  expedition,  357  note. 
Information    obtained  by  him  at 

to  his  intended  escape,  415. 
Text  of  his  examination,  416,  417. 
Ilickee,  Sir  Baptist,  311. 
Uobart,  Sir  llenrr,  (sometimes  **mj 

Lord  Hubbard  "  in  Bacon*t  hit- 
ters) 71.  110.201. 
Ap)X>in(ed  Chancellor  to  the  Prince 

of  Wales,  163. 
Ilollanch^rs,  need  of  a  continued  "league 

of  amity  "  with  the,  45. 
KflTcct  of  mutual  prohibition  on 

their  trade  and  ourt  in  cloths, 

72, 73. 
Commissioners  sent  to  England  by 

them  to  treat  about  the  difler- 

encet  in  the  Eatt  Indict,  460. 

451. 
Ste  Dutch  Merchants. 
Holies,  Lord,  225. 
Holiiiden,  Sir  John,  425. 
Uonieby,  Francii*,  Yilliers's  letter  to 

Bacon  in  IxOiiilf  of,  375. 
Honi'y,   'Sir,,   ILiIegh   lodged    at    the 

liouse  of,  402. 
Horsmendon,  John,  274.  ^ 

Houghton.     See  Haughton. 
House  of  Commons,  ])ower  of,  as  a 

Court  of  Judicature^  how  limited, 

38. 
Notes  of  speeches  in  the  Journals 

of,  how  taken  down,  107. 
Not  re»|H)nsible  for  the  gorernment 

of  the  country  in  the  time  of 

James  I.,  145. 
Unpopularity  of  S]>ain  with  the, 

149. 
House  of  Peers,  extent  of  its  power  at 

a  Court  of  Judicature,  38. 
Howard,  Sir  Rolx^rt,  alleged  preference 

of  Coke's  daughter  for,  and  with 

whom  she  subsequently  eloped, 

257. 
Howard,  Sir  Thomas,  220. 
Huddy,  John  and  Richard,  Chancery 

Suit   between ;   Villiers's  letter 

to  Bacon  in  behalf  of  John,  206. 
Hukeley,  Thomas,  274. 
Hume,  David,  importance  attached  hj 

him  to  theolficial  **  Declarmtion 

concerning  Ralegh,  427. 
Hunt,  John,  VUliert*  Lettert  to  Bacon 

on  behalf  of,  208. 
Huntingdon,  Lord,  278. 
Hutton,  Serjeant,  called  to  be  a  Judge 

of  the  Common  Pleat,  200. 
Bacon*t   tpeeeh   to  him   on   the 

oeeation,  201. 
8€9  207  Nof«.  201. 
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JAMR8  I. 


I. 


Inlttit*  of  Sniin,  and  the  propofed 
malcli  oHwf»n  her  aiul  Prince 
Charlr*.    XrvOwrtea. 
Ibm^  patent  for  I  lie  lirrMuig  at.  Hi,  8S. 

Off  MowprrMifi* 
IralMid,  ervdion  of  ** Simple "  tomw  in, 
l,t.  161—156.  157. 
**  Fair  and  proaprnnM  '*  beginning 

of  etrilisalion  in,  fiO.  6i. 
To  asMiM  in  the  Hriliiation  of,  the 
order  of  Banmet  inetttnled.  136. 


Ireland— fOJt/tMiA/. 

The  Uft  ejrjifih  £«m^  rarkiawU 

todriUty;9Ll3. 
LikHj  to  br«rome  a  gafvim  and 
joungrr  tiatrr  to  Orval  Dcilam, 
206. 
Ihatiet  of  a  Chief  Jmliee  of. 
See  161.  Iii7. 
Iron  Itarp.    &w  Davbeny. 


I 


J. 


JaaHW  1. 

llftiMMtn    hea|ii<fl    by    him    u|Km 

VilU-r*,  4—  H. 
II a*  a  f«U  fnim  hie  horec,  74w 
Direct »  the  Lord  Oiancrllor  and 

Attorney -G«*ii«*nil  to  rail  on  Coke 

for  an  account  of  what  )ie  liad 

done  in  ri'rtninK  his  R«*]iorta, 

and  to  inform  him  that  in  the 

mean  time  he  ip  to  forbear  Mtting 

in  We»lmin«ier,  76,  77. 
THaappmree  I}aeon*t  adrice  on  the 

pttbject,  79. 
IIi«  motirr  for  n*mortng  Coke  from 

hie  place,  86,  87. 
Dechiree  to  the  Council  his  nrao- 

lilt  ion  to  nrmore  him,  with  the 

rrafons  01 — U6. 
Oivce  direct iont  for  a  Commitaion 

to  review  hie  Rqioilf,  07. 
Hip  meditation  upon  duelliug,  100, 

110.114. 
H»  |HMit|ionemcnt  of  the  trial  and 

nuhacquent  (lardon  of  Sir  Tliomaa 

MonMn.  118—121. 
Ilin   inttitution  of  tlie  order   of 

Daroiict,  1»6. 
ni»  prpparationi  for  hit  journey  lo 

Scotland,  130. 
Hi*  decision  U|io»  the  petition  of 

the  townspeople  of  Cambri<lge 

for  a  new  charter,  141 — 1-^i. 
Kiplains  to  certain  elected  Coun- 

cilknn  the  atate  of  tlio  negotia* 

tiont  with  Spain  for  the  marriage 

of    Prince    Charlca    with    the 

Infiuita,  144^149. 
Warrant  for  conferring  a  dignitj 

upon  Lady  Bacon  drawn  for  hia 

iignature,  153.  164. 
nit  impatience  with  hia  Council 

for  withhokling  a  proclamation, 

161, 162. 


^■3: 


Jamee  f . — rontimmrd. 

II IP  alfirtioiuite  |iartine  with   hwi 

ohl  lionl  C*hanci*ll4vr,  and  deeirr 

to  c«mfer  a<l«lilionai  lionouia  on 

him,  165,  166. 
It  willing  to  make  hie  ton  an  Rarl, 

if  preceilcnt*  can  be  found  for 

«loiiiK     it     by    patent,   wiChovi 

iitrettiirr,  166—160. 
Ili«  declaration  in  tlie  StarChamhrr 

concerning  Jiidgea  and  Juptirea^ 

rerommm«le«l  hf  ilncun  to  their 

i4udy,  211— Shi 
llit  power  of  governing  the  realm 

in  abaence,  by  leitera  and    in- 

ptnictionii,  212. 
Ill*  gracioun  iee«*ption  of  Coke  at 

Nr*wmarkct,  218. 
pnives    Coke*t    proceeding  for 

tlie  rpcovery  of  hia  daughtflrs 

and  of  Witiwood't  action  in  iha 

matter.  2S!»—23L  231. 
Bitapproret  DaconX  23 1.  236. 
Blimled  lo  Villien*e  faolta  bj  hm 

affection  for  him,  237. 
Ifip  rejoinder  to  Ilaron**  reply  to 

hip  firtt  letter  of  irbukr,  213— > 

215. 
Ilip  reception  of  Coke  an«l  of  Tel* 

vrHon,  at  Coventry,  246,  2-17. 
Ilia  intention  to  put  tome  esem* 

plary  mark   upon   Daeon,  S61, 

252. 
I*    dipatwded    by    Villiera,    and 

reoeiTca  him  into  favour  agaiD, 

253. 
Dtnea  with  Lady  Ilatton,  and  ap- 

penra  in  very  good  humour,  S7S» 
Delivera  the  Seeretary't  ecala  to 

VUlien,  i6id. 
Diflera  with  Baeon  about  the  poliev 

to  be  adopted  in  dealing  villi 

Recuiitants,  301. 


2  II  2 


JAME.S  I. 


(1)8 


KILLTORKWE. 


Jaaifii  I. — nrnfmnrti. 

Own  \o  Mv  tt  fuot-nirr,  3(>tl. 

His  directions  for  thr  trial  of  tlie 
riotoiin  Mt-^ck  upon  thr  S|iani!ih 
AmbtinMulor*!!  Iioiim',  323. 

ConM*ntt  to  ^rant  Kalr^h  a  com- 
niiMion  tor  )iit  Torago  to 
Guiana,  311  387—3110. 

la^uc*  a  prorLmation  on  hit  rrtum 
commanding  all  prrM>na  who 
can  give  information  to  come 
forwanl,  3:>3. 

Hip  nfi|ioniiihilitj  for  the  reaultt  of 
the  exiicdition,  3r>9. 

Ilia  nHMlificntion  of  the  courae 
ailviMMl  hvtlH*  CommiiMiinner*  in 
}micff<ling  with  Ralegh,  3<>1 — 

Ilia  delay  in  publishing  the  Decla- 
ration of  t)ie  eautea  of  hi*  pro- 
ceeding, 373. 
nia  ot^ctiion  to  make  Montagu  a 
Commi»i*ionerof  Trcnaurc  during 
CokeV  ilhicus,  37U  note. 
Declaration,  ki\  of  the  motirea 
which  a<*cafiioned  him  to  pmcivd 
in   d<»ing  justice  u|N>n   Ralegh, 
3Ht—  113. 
Censured  for  communicating  the 
plan  of  Ralegh*s  voyage  to  the 
8panit*h  gorcniment,  434,  435. 
Accused  of  sacrificing  R«degh  to 

the  Ti'ngeanco  of  S|tain,  '136. 
His  own  view  of  )iis  duty  in  ac- 
conlance  with  the  |mnciplo  laid 
down    by  Bhickdtone    in  such 
cnm'ii,  4-tO. 
His  lctt«*r  t<»  Racon  on  the  business 

of  the  Mint,  1-18. 
His    nmsons   for    not   ap]«inting 
Racon  a  Con.niiiHiioner  to  tr^at 
with  tin*  Hollanders,  451. 
Jardine,  Mr.  J>aTid,  the  first  to  draw 
Attention  to  Sir  Julius  Cirsar's 
notes  of    tlie    trial  of   Rolegh 
before  the  ComnuMiionf  rs,  SM. 
On    the    nature    of   the   charges 
against  Ralegh,  and  the  injuatice 
of  his  eiecution,  359.  43H. 


Janline,  Mr.—eoHtimtiHt. 

Passage   in    Rjilo(;h*s    hi«t    »)iee<'li 
omittinl  by  him,  309. 
S<v  371  note.  :iNl  ao/e. 
Jennyn,  l/ord  St.  Allmn*.  317. 
'*  Jewish  (Miristian,**  Thrnske  now  be- 

c«>mc  a,  315  nofe. 
Jonea,  Samuel,  l*reacher  m  the  "Flying 
Cluidleigh,"     his     account     of 
Raligirs  cipcditi  n,  421—425. 
See  395.  390.  397.  nolet. 
Jonea,  Dr.  Thomas,  Archbishop  of  Dub- 
lin and  liOrd  Cliancellor  of  Ire- 
luml,  309. 
Jon<*s,  Sir  William,  sworn  Chief 

J  n«t  ice  of  I n*land,  200. 
8]icech  nf  Racon  to  him  on  tlie 

occasion,  205 — 207. 
*'An     opjtosite    in     Parliament** 
prpTious  to  his  ap)x>intmcnt,  206. 
Letter  to  him  from  Racon,  310. 
&^201.310,  ao/e3. 
Jonson,     Ren,     ]i«*rformaneo     of    his 

••Princt:'*  Mask,"  298. 
Judges,  advice  by  Racon  relative  to  the 
choice  of,  and   suggt^tions  for 
rendering  them  more  useful  on 
circuit,  IR.     33—30. 
nis  siM'cch  to  tlieni  after  dinner  on 
the  day  when  ho  took  his  seat  in 
Clianccry,  198. 
His  **  lines  and  ]tortraitures  of  a 

goo<l  judge,*' 202. 
His  sp(*t*chcs  to  them  before  the 
circuit^    211—211.    302—300. 
315. 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  their  function 
and  jurisdiction  ;  a<Uiee  refative 
to  the  selection  of,  37> 
Tlie  tfnuing  of  tlu*.  300,  301. 
Value  of  the  institution  of,  303, 

30 1. 
Persons  to  he  excluded  from  tlie 

ofliceof.  301,  305. 
Duties  of,  306,  806. 
Justinian,  consolidation  of  the  Roman 
Law  by,  00. 


K, 


Karrickfergus  made  a  Staple  town,  150. 
Keymis,  or  K«*niis,   Captain,  su|)erior 
otllcer  in  Ralegh's  OniAUA  expe- 
dition, 313. 
RAlegh*s  orders  to  him,  3  tS,  840. 
FAilureof  the  ex|iedition  attributed 
by  Ralegh  to  him.350, 431—433. 
Ci|)lAin     Parker's     vnfATOurable 
opinion  of  him,  420. 


Keymis— coa/fMffr«l. 

His  suicidi*,  420,  431. 
Wliat  he-  know  About  tlie  supposed 
mine,  429,  430. 

See  352.  360.  371.  396  «e/e. 

400  moie,  416.  417.  418.  410. 

482.  423.  425. 

Killigfvwe,  Sir  Robert,  And  his  *'sait  of 

enrollment  of  Apprmtieca,**  108. 


KIXO. 


4€0 


LORKl.X. 


•lk«i|rt«  !•  aMBpC  (Mft  of  KMf- 

Mir  i.  MS.  4M.  407.  41&. 

I.    Ucw7,    HHl     liir    Waller 


Kairctt,  Lord,  bit  hou*^  wkrtei  fa 
Uir  dwpoMl  oT  Coko*« 


Kaockfcnxu*.  [probiUj  KwncUgrpi] 
imi|iiMrd  ninuiDii  of  iW  fno* 
Icfv  of  tlw  *' HUfOe  "  lok  1 


Lo  Cli»*«iii.'r.  »wl  t#  CTrre,  t\wir  oCcr  i 

to  anl  lUWh  ■»  bis  atl«iii|it  W  j 
e»rs|ir,  411. 

I^hf  («ir  l«|iif),  Air  Tlioiiioa,  tf4.  176  ■ 

•Wr.  :tltt.  £».  29U.  Ol.   SMS.  , 

11m  kitrr  to   Winvooii,  rm  the  > 

Kinc*  initMlitiM*  ot  Um*  with-  I 
M<liutf  ol  A  1*1 


161, 


it;^. 


CMnniuiiiratr*  new*  of  Ijiml  Clif- 
tun'*  i»iiMi(b<  to  I'lM-kcriiiK,  3UH. 
I^BHMrh,  iIm*  firsl  of  llir  **  inaotent  mii^ 

J^aOMloviie    ColUt-litiM    (llritUli     Mu* 
ptMiiii).     MBi»iiM.*n|it  cu|>y  (if  ISo- 
iviiV  LftUTuf  A<ivuv  to  VUlieio, 
ill  llir,  13.  27.  moie,  2l»,  oo<^. 
Jjigtitr-.  Mr,  of  CniiibrMlKo,  bM  ma* 
nii«*ri|it  of  K|*i*rt<iit'»  oIimtva* 
tioiM  on  Cokr*»  nr|iurlt,  H7. 
I^w  wul  W|pil  Am«>iiitiiinitis  UooMi's 
•lUire  to  Villim  in  rrgMitl  lo^ 
IH,  l».  32*39. 
Jj0r  of   N»lHma,  Illiirk«UNir*»  c*i|io»i- 
ti«Mi  of   the,    00  »|tplie»bltf    to 
Kttkvb'*  ttttark    on   n  8|ioiii*li 
MitltMiMmt,  137,  KM. 
Law*  uf  Kii::laiMi,  inli*fv»(  taken  \n  Ua- 
ciiti  in  tiM  aiuviKltiieni  of  Um, 
07-W. 
A»  mtio«i  ••  the  lanenaffe,  69. 
Objrrt  km*  to  raluotioii  and  fccom* 

(lihition  of,  answrit"!!,  64—67. 
Um  way  to  do  it,  68—71. 
Appointment   of   Bqairten,  S62, 
210,264—269. 
Lea,  Sir  Jamevt,  Ctiief  Juitioo  of  In- 
land, culofcijcd  bgr  Bacon,  20S. 
lA-igh,  llaniaby,  273. 
L(*uui,  Duko  of,  mvicd  Karl  of  Ra(4i- 
nKHMi,  without  tlw  einvtiiunieis 
1<J6.     Scf  2H3. 
Lent,  nnMon*  lbrtbec»bat*rTaiMOof,  306. 
LepUfO,  John,  llH,  aofe. 
Lerma,  l>uke  of,  reopens  the  tivatj  for 
a  match  between  the  InfanU  of 
Spain  and  Priaoe  Charka,  144. 
147. 

Levitloa,  Mr.,  protege  of  Tillian^  296.    ' 


Lewii  Xl.  of  France, lai 

|»n)crt  t>f^  66. 
Ubeia.   llacoti**  obamalioaa  on,  m 

111. 
Lilr,  Jolm  ViMnmnt,  how  iavwiMi  9tk 

tht*  carblom  uf  Warwick,  19Ci 
Ijawrii'k    {liatkrickr)   inaife   a  4a^ 

town,  2. 
Lincoln**  Inn  Field*,  to  be  aaid*  ate 

walk*,  376. 
Chari^  (k*ffm}'i'd  by  f olantary  oa* 

tribiAtiomi,  Hul,  mmtt. 
Littlcf  (Ml,  «lud|Er.  7U. 
Lb>d'*  *  StUle  WurUiic^,*  Uarga't  Uv 

Irr  of  Adricr  lo  Villirta»  pmld 

ill,  la 
Locker,  Jolm,  t**|*(***  f<K""  the  edk«- 

tion  of,  163,  aWe.  173. 
London,  ttliroTe  Tuewkj,  dirtarbmm 

in,  158,  aole. 
Contributiun  offered  bv  tfa«  Utr^ 

ehantt  toward*  1 1  pri  w^i^[  piw?. 

169. 
8le|ia  taken  rrlatife  to  iteppnH 

furtlier  buiblin);,  bimI  dirMfitv 

ruuntry    ge^itbtara   to   drpn 

^n»ai  town,  16U— ItS. 
Great  emuae  cutteermu^  lbs  bar 

ficva  uf.  ^1. 
Luodomlerr}-,  iNvpoavd  eitemioa  of  tkt 

lirivikga  of  tbo  **  SlapK**  tfl^l 

156. 
Lord  Adniiiwl,  100.  170. 33U. 
Lord  diambvrlain.     Ste  PenibrokiL 
Lord  ChaiiocUor  and  Ixmi  Keeper.  &c 

llocon.     KUcunerr. 
Lord  PriT J  SeaL     See  Wonwicr. 
Lord  Tfvaaurer.     Sn  Sullblk. 
Lorkin,  Ker.  Tlionia*,  on  the  riot  om- 

viuiicd   by  a  f^iileman  of  Um 

8|ioni*h  KinbaMj  ridiitj;  ofcr  a 

diikl,  322. 
On  tiM  grant   uf  iIm  Adininll; 

to  Villiera,  33!). 
On  the  kind  of  hearini;  dcairtd  far 

Ralegh  by  bia  friend*,  960l 
On  Mannottiy'a  oonfcwion  tint  ke 

hadaoouaod  Bal^gb  fidady,  401 


Mntlm 


On  the 


LORKIN. 
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MONTAGUK. 


LorkiD'-^roii/iiiM^. 

Ilollftiia,  **toCrait  with  our  East 
India  Companj,"  4&0. 
S^  376,  noie  2. 

Lowder,  Mr.,  Quern's  Solicitor,  recom- 
mended by  Bacon  for  a  Baroti'a 
place  in  Ireland,  207,  208. 


Lo«*«,  Oeorf^,  recommendation  of,  con* 
ceming  the  erooiion  of  Staple 
towns  in  Ireland,  2. 

Ljcurgus,  the  laws  of,  66. 

Why  his  ktws  wore  not  written,  67. 


M. 


Uacaubr,  Lord ;    re:uon  for  sup)x>sing 
that  he  did  not  k>elicTe  Bacon  to 
be  the  writer  of  the  anonymous 
Letter  to  Coke  on  his  removal 
from  the  Bench,  129. 
On  the  execution  of  Kalegh,  435, 
436. 
llaUMHirie,  or  Mannowry,  a  **  French 
Physician,*'  a  real  or  pretended 
abettor  in  Ktilegh's  deTices  for 
escaping  from  Stucley's  custody: 
statements  made  by  him,  401— 
410. 
**  Taken  at  PWmouth  for  clipping 
of  gold,'*  102  note, 
Hce  416. 
MauseU,  Admiral  Sir  Robert.  160.  376. 

377. 
Harclie,    Kichard,    examined    in    the 

Kalegh  case,  416  mote» 
llarkhain,  Gemitte,  assaulted  in  the 
huntiu)!  field  by  Lord   Darcy*s 
man,  1()7. 
See  Darcy. 
Master  of  the  KolU.     See  Ctcwr. 
Ifattlicw,  Tobias,  Ari'libishop  of  York, 

See  York. 
lIattlM*w,  Tuby,  122. 

liCttor  from  Bnc-on  to,  xir. 

llis  return  to  England  from  exile, 

211. 
Ascribes  his  pennission  to  return 

to  Bacon's  me<liation,  215. 
Quinibcrlain's  efforts  iu  his  bi>half, 

ibitt. 
Remains  an  Bacon's  guest,  216. 
See  253  mote. 
Ifaule,  Patrick,  coneeniecl  in  abtu>inest 

touching  alehouses,  289.  2if4. 
llaxcy,  Mr.  Bacon's  letter  to,  on  pre- 
senting him  to  a  living,  172. 
llaxwell,    Robert,   Villiers's  letter  to 

Bacon  on  behalf  of,  2U8. 
llsj  l>ay,  apprelieiided  tumulta  and 
disonierson,  160. 
Prreautions  taken  on  the  occasion, 
197. 
If  earing,  or  Mering,  Robert,  his  testi- 
mony oonoeming  Ralegh,  415, 
416. 
IComImis  (mis-called  Ardielaus),  OMe 
oT,  cited  by  Rakgb,  366  Hole. 


Herchant     Adventurers     Companies. 
Failure  of  the  New  Company's 
plan  of  forcing  dyed  cloths  upon 
the  Dutch,  72. 
Relaxation  of  the  prohibition  to 
exiwrt  undyed  cloths  obtained 
by  them,  73. 
Ihicon's    Ix'tter    to  Villiers,    and 
Reasons  for  not  trusting  tlie  New 
Com|iany  with  the  "Trade  of 
Cloths."  82— 8t. 

See  Cloth  workers.    Towerson. 
Mexentius,  torment  of,  applied  to  the 

condition  of  the  Laws,  65. 
Mint  Business,  letter  from  the  King  to 

Biicon  on,  418. 
MomixTson  (MomiH'sson),  Mr.,  M.P. 
Li'tters    from   Bacon    touching 
his  "Business  of  Inns,"  85.  98. 
99.  102. 
Re)K>rt  of  his  having  been  knighted, 
102. 
Monk,  Sir  Thoninfl,  Tiliiers's  letter  to 

Bacon  on  behalf  of,  298. 
Mooopoly-|t»tents,  84. 
Monson,  Sir  Thomas,  indictctl  as  an 
acccKwr}-  before  the  fact  in  the 
munler  of  Overburr,  but  trial 
dt'fom*d  by  order  of  the  King, 
118.  119. 
Pardon    granted    him,  by  advice 
of  Bacon  and  Yelverton,  as  in  a 
ca»e  of  doubtful  evidence,  120. 
Pliiids  his  pardon  at  the  Bar,  with 
a  protestation  of  innocence  which 
the  Chief  Justice  acknowlcdgct 
to  be  legitimate,  121. 
Montagu,  Basil,  K<litor    of    Bacon's 
Works,  reo)icns  the  question  as  to 
the  authonhip  of  the  *  Christian 
Paradoxes,*  130. 
Montague,  Sir  Uenrr,  Serjeant,  after- 
wards Chief  Justice  of  tlie  King's 
Beneli,  84. 
Suggested  br  Daoon  aa  tueoesaor 

to  Coke,  9*7. 
Co'rofero(«    with    Bacon  on   the 

Patent  for  Inns,  Ot). 
IlisobscrratioiM  on  thepar<lonof 
Sir  Tliomas  Monson,  119. 
Sm  291  aole.  322.  339i  341. 
444. 
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PEEL. 


M«irta«w.  Jtinr*.   Bwhop  oT   Wm- 
Mwr,  Mr,  MmiIot  WMbr  tlie  Crown, 


Morv.  Sir  TkomM.  316. 
MoHmit  mm!  Shortitif,  S- 
MoiniMm,  Sir  Waiaai,  ISS. 


N. 


PfMitMir,    on    tbf    <|iMftion 

vhHhrr    RaWfli    cwrrirtl    with 

liim  •  Mippij  of  Bitung  imple- 

nnit».  M7  not*  k 

On  the  Motim  wkicli  WhI  Kcjwit 

to  commit  Muriilr,  431. 
On  tlw  tr^Aener  of  IUWh*0  Mirf 

m  tlie  riitlrfk^r  of  A  mine,  433. 
On  RalfKh's  neculion,  43G. 
national  animoMtir«i  their  tmdi  ncy  to 
|MiM  from  one  fMacration  to  an* 
othff,  333. 
Xaaalon,    Mr.   H.vn<iary,   303.    319. 
40n.  413.  414. 
«ForKrta  nothinc,**  33a 
cSw  356.  382. 
Ifcihcrlandm  **Mick  the  realm  of  tim^ 

auiv/*  371. 
Kev  Oomiianj  :    &v  Merchant  Advro- 
tiuvra. 


Newton,   Ailam,  on  the  mumft  d 

Ci>ke*9  lUuehtfT,  &7  »ok. 
yichoIU  (or  XimlX  Aosurtiar,  J<»^ 

of  tlie  Coinnnni  V%cm^  mtd  Sr 

Antv  on   tlic   Patent  of  Urn, 

cicnth  of,  8$. 
flerynnt  Ilutton  appoinlcil  in  W 

|Ua(v,  200. 
Xorris  lionl,  SM. 
KoHh.  Captain,  ttoiy  of  Ibk«)i'f  Ex- 

]N<«litioa  t«>ld  to  the  Kiafi  bf, 

353.     &v  3'>7  note. 
Ettrartt    from    hi*   ciaauntn 

392,  Sim.  397  «o/«t. 

Text  of  tlie  mme,  418,  419. 

2fortliam|iton,  William,  Kari  oTEMa, 

erenteil  Marqui«o(|  19& 
NorthumbeHand,  Karl  of,  313  mle. 
Kojrv,  Mr.,  71. 


O. 


OMj*!  ^^•»  tNOfraplier  of  Ralegh,  hi« 

manner  of  ritiiiir  Captain  Ktng'a 

narrative  of  K«lei;h'«  attem|it« 

to  eacape,  35  i  ao/e. 
Orehtfdtf  and  gardena.  Bacon  on  the 

impoftanee  of,  47. 
Ormonde,   Earl  of^  calk'd   before  tlie 

Coiraeil  lor  ivfu«ing  to  obej  tlio 

Einf*a  award,  376. 
FrrpanitioiM  by  his  ton  and  kina- 

mm     for    forcible 

418. 


Ormonde,  Earl  of«-e*>ji/fairrf. 

MenAttrea   |)m|iofcd    fur  bfinrec 
them  to  tubmiMion,  419.  4jl 

Orerbttrr,  Sir  Tlioma^  allr^d  om- 
plieit  J  of  Sir  Tfaoma«  Mimsna 
hi4  murder.  118.    Sft  M«Ma 

Owen't  Cane,  on  vliat  ground  »laHltrfi 
bj  Coke  to  be  Intwon,  tlS. 

Oxford,  tiM  Karl  of,  falarij  iW«)  ^ 
Ladj  Ifatton  to  b«  rontnchd 
to  Iter  daughter,  333— S&6. 

Oxford  UnitrerMt^v,  16S. 


P. 


packer,  Mr.,  8eereUi7  to  Tillien,  164. 

363. 
Page,  ]>r.,  *'committo<l  for  preaehing 
too  bmadi?  againat  llie  Spaiibh 
Mateh,"  167,  ao/e. 
Palmer,  Herbert,  author  of  tlie  '  Chria- 

tian  Fkradoxet,*  130. 
Plipittf,  Coke  a  great  enemj  to^  128. 
Popular  feeling  againat,  not  shared 

by  tha  King,  146. 
Hollow  Chureh,  compared  to  the 
roota  of  nettlea.  213. 
Parham,  old  Maal4<r,  llak*gh  lodged  at 
the  bouao  of,  403. 
Ralegh  *a  pivtenflod  diarge  againat 
biiii,  40G. 


l*ivker,  Ga|)tain  ClmrW,  and  KM* 

espevlilioiH  3«j7,  398,  3»9Nffi 

Ilia  account  of  tlie  taking  of  ^ 

Thome,    Kcmi«*«    tiiiciile,  wl 

the  diupwilion  of  thr  fiatt,  131 

Parliament,  SummM  mmaMrum  for  tU 

ivreaeiii  occaaiona,  233. 
Ir.    George,    Lord   GuuMriior 

Kgerton'a  obaenration*  on  Gokf'i 

R«*porU,  printed  by,  87. 
Prace  and  War,  adTiee  to  VUlienon- 

earning,  30.  4ft — 47. 
Peaeiuun**i9Me,  eflect  of  Coke'ioimiai 

in,  92. 
Peel,  Sir  Robert,  on  Baeoa's  "prapo- 

ailnm  loucliing  the  OoiBpdiq^ 
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RALRail. 


Pwl,  Sir  Hubert — cvMinwed. 

and  Amriidincnt  of  the  Laws  of 

En^lana,"  61. 
Peer»,  pnredcnts  of   persona  created 

without    the    solemnities,    105, 

196. 
Pembroke,  William,  Earl  of.  Lord  Cham- 
berlain. 137.  163.  283.  291. 
Pennini^n,    Captain,    Ralegh's    con- 
fession on  being  confronted  with, 

367.  891  noit. 
See  419. 
FhUip  of  8)«iin,  eonsents  to  modify  the 

conditions  of  the  proposed  match 

bi'tween  the  Infanta  and  Prince 

Charles,  llo. 
See  CharIi!S. 
Piggott,  Captain  John,  his  oomplaint 

aeainst  Ralegh,  422. 
Pigol,  Anne,  293. 
Pinej,    contribution    offered    by    the 

Lundon  Merchiuits  towanls  the 

repneseion  of,  159. 
Proceedings  of  the  Priry  Council 

in  reference  thereto,  159,  160. 

175—181.  197. 
Only   **  i»oor  mychers  **  called  in 

question  for,a4'Conlinif  to  Ralegh, 

847. 


Piranr— '  roii/ii»««/. 

Turkish  Piratc^  146. 
Political  Kconomy,  Ba«<on  not  in  adTanoo 

of  his  age  in,  71 — 73. 
**  Poor-Snakes  '*  indicted  for  the  assault 

on    the    Spanish  Ambassador's 

house,  324. 
Pope's  dispensjition  needed  in  the  nego* 

tiations  for  the  Spanish  Match, 

145. 
Pory,  John,  C«rloton*s  correspondent, 

272  mofe. 
Preston,  Sir  RichanI,  Lord  Dingweli, 

his  dispute   with    the    Earl  of 

Onnondo  referred  to  the  King, 

376  Moie. 
PriTy  Councillors,   adrice   to  Villiert 

concerning,  20. 
Promus  of  Formula  rie*  ami  KlegancieM; 

note  in,   referring    to   the  am- 
biguity of  the  laws,  67. 
Puckering,  Sir  Thotnas,  257  aoto.  308. 

322.  »39.  450. 
His  contribution  towards  making 

Lincohr«  Inn  Fields  into  walks, 

376  Mc;/e. 
Puritans,  uniK>pularity  of  tlio  Spanish 

Mutch  with  the,  149. 


R. 


Bofegh,  Capt.  Qrorjzo,  Sergeant  Major, 
kinsman  to  Sir  Walter,  ap|)ointed 
Conmiandcr- in-chief  of  the  com- 
panies drspat<^'hed  to  the  mine; 
8t»5.  397.  418.  419.  422. 
lUlegh,  Sir  Walter,  urged  by  Winwood 
to  bring  about  a  nipturo  with 
S|win,  170. 

Ilia  captivity  in  the  Tower,  342, 
a».  384,  385. 

liis  three  rejt*oted  pro|N>sals  for  an 
expedition  to  Guiana  in  searrh  of 
a  gold-mine,  343,  34-k 

His  fourth  proposal  (to  seek  a 
mine  not  near  to  any  Spanish 
settlement)  accepted,  845.  385. 

Limits  of  his  Commission,  346, 
346.  353.  385-391. 

Is  warned  b«>fore  lie  starts  that  ho 
holds  his  life  on  sullenuice,  and 
that  death  will  lie  the  )K*nalty  of 
transgression,  345.  391.  437. 

Ills  answer  to  Bacon,  who  "doubted 
he  would  be  prixing  if  he  could 
do  It  liandsomely,"  347. 

His  Toyage,  347.  392—395.  481, 
422. 

His  tnstractiona  to  Captain  Kcymis 
before  the  despatch  of  the  party 
lor  the  mine,  348-850.  896. 


Ralegh,  Sir  Walter— coa^mire^. 

Tlie^  instnictions  (in  themsclTcs  a 
breach  oi  his  commission)  set 
forth  by  liimself  in  his  *A|K>lo^y.* 
His  prubablo  objoi*t  therein,  350, 
351. 

Mutinied  uiion  by  his  crew,  398, 
399  and  note. 

His  :irriTal  at  Plymouth,  arrest, 
and  attempts  to  esca|)e,  353 — 
356.  400—412. 

Lodged  in  the  Tower,  examined  by 
certain  selected  Councillors,  and 
watched  bvhis  kmxn*,  356—358. 

Clmrged  with  serenu  otTences ;  tlio 
most  important  of  which — tho 
assault  and  destruction  of  a 
S(Hinish  town — he  admits,  but 
sei*s  no  hann  in,  358,  859. 

Cannot  bo  *' drawn  in  quoation 
judicially,'*  for  a  new  crime, 
being  atttiinted  of  high  treason ; 
but  is  fonnally  charged  with  hit 
late  otfences  before  the  Commis- 
sioncrs,  and  heard  in  his  own 
defence,  360—368.  437. 

Reeeirea  notice  to  preparo  for 
death,  860. 

Hu  behaTiour  and  speech  on  the 
•coiTokl,  370—374. 
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8A1NT  JOIIK. 


Bill  nil.  Sir  Waltff    faiimmed. 

hkyr\mnium  of  hi*  demeanour  hmI 

cmrriii:*^  3»l — 113. 
Xviclmcv  of   hie  frUo«-Toja|(mt 

Mmutt**  of  hi*  nrnTrrMlionfl  with 
8ir  Thonww  Wibom  4SS— 4S7. 

Ui*  ivbtion*  with,  mkI  belwriour 
to  KeTinu,  4:ft»-432. 

Intmlion  of  hi*  riMtlition,  •• 
undertlood  bj  hit  Mloireni  43S, 
433. 

]Ii»  cotn|»Uiiit  that  tlu*  plan  of  his 
Tn^agr  liaci  hem  betrarrd  bj  lh« 
Kiiin  to  8|iaiD — lianily  iiitcUi* 
Cibk',  unlcM  he  mistook  the 
Kiii|C  for  his  acconiplitv  in  an 
ad  of  Irtvchery,  43i— 43ft. 

SiniLiriljr  of  the  projirt  (to  inter- 
pr«l«^l)  to  a  pntpotal  simW  bj 
tfir  llum}4irej  Oilbert  to  Qncen 
Klixabeth,  whieh  Ralegh  ia  Mud 
to  liare  ilraarn  iim  434  aal*. 

Po|>ular  jud^ieiit  on  Im  rxeeu- 
tion,  how  to  bo  aoeounlett  lor, 
435. 

Ko  dii»|mto  about  tlie  material  facts; 
queMioii  only  what  punishment 
was  due  to  arts  which  had  cer- 
tainly been  comniittml.  Rmiular 
procn«dinf',asdcflcribod  by  Itlack- 
stone,  437*439. 

llis  own  procetHliiig  at  Oonicra  in 

an  analocoiis  rase,  439,  410. 

St0  3'«0— 402   ao/4'«.    409— 

412    aofaf.    428,  429   •»/«•. 

434,  435  noies. 

lUkf  h,  CWplain,  Sir  Walter's  eldest 

son,  s|ioi.<«h  of,  when  ho  led  his 

soldiiTi  apiiiisi  the  town,  3U6. 

llis  ileath.  420. 
Bawloy,  Dr.,  his  occasional  supprD«sioo 
of  names  in  printing  Baoou*i 
letters,  7  itoU. 

Did  not  know  of  tlia  Letter  of 
AdTicc  to  Villiert,  or  did  not 
belicre  it  to  bo  Bacon's,  10. 

His   eopy    of  the    *' IVopostUon 


Bftwley,  Dr.— cooliaavW. 

touchin*    Amrmlmcnt   of    llw 

Lawn,**  the  oidy  authoritv,  61. 
See  181.  182.  801.  Slfi  aolc. 
Bcvusaiits,  **the  matter  of  the  mrvnuw 

ol^"  under  eonsiiUratam,  197. 
Didcrvnce  beCwom  Ilia  Kii^  aad 

llacun  as  to  iho  troatnient  ol^ 

30Q,  301. 
Hone  to  be  a  Justice  of  the  INeaev 

whose  wile  is  a  ReeuMwt,  304. 
Oourao  to  be  pursued  by  tbeJiie- 

ticvs  towards  tliem, 
8(yUl  the  iU-aiccted  di 

Kini^dom*  315. 
BeUgiouA  matters,  Baron's  adrieo  to 

ViUiers  with  npird  to,  17,  llft» 

30—38. 
Considcimtiona  touching  ReUgion 

inrolTcd  in  the  negociatiow  lur 

tlie  Spanish   match,    147,  14a 

150.  151  aofe. 
Rcmusat,  M.  Oiaries  de,  131. 
Keportcrs   of  Uie    Law  Cbufta.     &• 

Laws. 
Rich,  Sir  Ro^Tt,  280.  226.  238. 
Richmond,  Karl  of.    See  Lenos. 
Ridgway,  Sir  Tltomaa,  dim  IwM'gett  of  bw 

ofliGe  in^  ami  to  be  made  a  Uuro* 

of,  Irdand,  447. 
lUgB»    CrbtoTal  de,    statcmoni   ■mido 

ivlatiTc  to  Ralegh  by,  416. 
Robine,  Ralegh's  eerrant,  awitneso  to 

thcfeigned  madnessof  his  maetcr, 

40I. 
Roe,  Sir  Tliomss,  447. 
Roman  Catholics.     8m  Papisla.    So- 

cusanta. 
Romans,  the  Twcire  TaUm  of  ilw, 

what  tliey  wen^  66. 
Rons,  Lord.  266. 
Roper,  Sir  John,  rorerMon  of  hu  plaee 

confvrrwl  on  Villiifa,  on  8omer> 

sct*s  rmioral,  4.  ft.  US— 100. 
Rymer.  Ordinance  printed  by,  8l»4. 
Baron'a  peerage  title  aa  gircn  by, 

316  ne/e. 
5^354. 


S. 


Sackrille,  Sir  Kdward,  226.  \ 

Sadler,  Mrs.  Anne,  daui^hter  of  Sir  Ed-  ; 
ward  Coke,  97.  225  nole.  I 

Saint  Augusiin,  oomparrs  certain  men  ' 
to  tlie  roots  of  uctUcs,  213. 

Saint  John,  Ur^  author  of  a  Life  of 
Ralegh,  hie  speculatitm  as  to  the  > 
seerct  history  of  Sir  T.  WOson's  | 
employment  as  Ralegh's  keeper,  ' 
357ne<e. 


Saint  Jolin,  Mr.— eoafuiaerf. 

OiTcii  some  particulars  of  Ralcgh'o 
trial  bdbre  the  Comniissioneru, 
from  a  S|ianiah  deapatch,  368 


Uis  reason  lor  rejecting  the  vhoW 
of  Ralegh's  epocch  on  the  aaaf« 
Ibid,  aooordiqg  to  the  rsporta,  aa 
one  whirh  he  eould  not  hne* 
utteied,  870  nele. 
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SPAIN. 


fittnC  John,  Mr.— <oiil<fifr«rf. 

liw  ncoouiit  of  a  propoml  made  by 
Sir  HiimphrpT  Oilbcrt  to  Queen 
Klizabeth,  which  ho  bclieTes  Ra- 
k'f^h  drew  up,  43  i  iiot€. 
Saint  John,  Sir  OUrtT,  aAerwanU  Via* 
count  Grandi«on,  Deputy  of  Ire- 
land, eulogice<l  by  liacon,  207. 
Pbee  and  time  of  hif  death,  310 
ao/e. 

See  207,  »o/#. 
Saint  John,  Sir  William,  plot  of  Ra- 
le|rh*8  to  enmiie,  discovervd  by, 
411.412  aoCe«. 
His  declaration  relatiTo  to  same, 
415. 
Saint  Lecer,  Oiptfiin  Sir  Warham,  con* 
ffwion  of  Ralegh  on  being  con- 
fronted with,  367.  3S)4  mote. 
Command  in  the  exjiedition   de- 
signed for  him  by  Kalegh,  395. 
ATovral  made  to  him  by  Ralegh, 

308  note. 
Prerented  by  pieltnets  from  acting 
u»  Lieutenant  •General  at  tlie  at- 
tack on  S.  Thome,  422. 
^421. 
Saint  Tliomc  (Sjinniyh  South  American 
M.*ttlement)  attacked  and  eackod 
bv  Riilcgh*ii  men,  332,  333.  357, 
note.  350.  393.  395,  396.  400. 
Salidbnrr,  Earl  of.  3 13. 
Sandy»,  Sir  Kdwin,  his    proposal    to 
found  an  unircrsity  lectureship, 
321. 
Sarmiento,  See  Gondomar. 
SaTage,  Sir  Arthur,  npjiointed  Deputy 

Treasurer  of  Ireland,  4^17. 
Savile,    Sir    lYenrv,    his    proposal   to 
found  an  nniTcrsity  lectureship, 
32  ». 
SaToy  and  S|iain,  quarrel  bi*twoen,  in- 
Tolves  JauR'S  in  a  new  negotia- 
tion, IMl 
Sawley,  Darony  of,  how  eonfennod  on 

Lord  Hay,  195. 
Scliomburgk's  eJitiort  of  Ralegh's  Dis- 
covery of  Guinea,  quotiH),  846 
note.  424  note. 
Scotland,  beneficial  result  of  the  union 
of  England  with,  45. 
Hot  the  cituse  of  tli«  scarcity  of 
gold,  374. 
Sectaries,  their  tenets  inconsistent  with 

iiionarrhy,  18.  32.  315,  mote. 
Shakespcavv,  description  of  tlie  Thane  of 
Cawdor's  death   by,  compared 
with  death  of  Ralegh,  372. 
Bliarpc,  Dr.,  said  to  have  been  tho  wri- 
ter of  Sir  Lewia  StudcyS  *  Peti- 
tion,' 381. 
Sherbmim,    a    property    granted    to 
VUlicrs  116. 


Slierburn,    Edward,    to    Carleton    on 
Villiers's   establishment  as  tho 
King's  "  Farourite,"  9. 
On  tho  anonymous  Letter  of  Ad* 

Tire  to  Cuke,  122. 
Made  one  of  Bacon's  secretaries, 

182. 
On  the  King's  reception  of  Coke  at 

Newmarket,  218. 
Original  account,  in  his  hand-writ- 
ing, of  Bacon's  receipt  and  ex- 
ptMiditure,  326. 
See  2U0,  201.  203  moU.  208  mote. 
Sherlings  (or  Shorlings)  and  morlings, 
terms  used  in  the  wool  trade,  3. 
Shrewsbury,  the  Countess  of,  sentence 
upon,  in  Star  Chamber.    Notot 
of  Bacon's  s|)ecch,  etc.,  314. 
&e3<;3. 
Shute,  Mr.,  substituted  for  Whitelocko 
in  tlie  re-grant  of  the  rercrsion 
of  "  Roper's  PUice,"  98.  100. 
Silk,  prohibition  of  the  weaving  of  any 
stuff*  made  wholly  of,  suggested 
by  Bacon  as  a  means  of  relieving 
the  dothworkers,  74. 
Simeon,  Sir   George,  a  party  in    the 
Chancery  Suit  which  led  to  the 
murder  of  Sir  John  Tyndall,  101, 
102. 
Sloane  MSS.,  contain  the  best  copy  of 
the  King's  letter  to  the  Univer- 
sity, 143. 
Smith,  Sir  Thon^as,  159. 
Somerset,  form  obscrred  on  investing 
the  Knrl  of  Hertford  with  the 
'     dukedom  of,  196. 
Somerset,      Robt*rt     Carr,     Earl     of, 
course  cleared  for  Villicrs  by  the 
fall  of,  3. 
Reversion  originnlly  granted  to  him, 

tmnsfentMl  to  Villiers,  4.  98. 
Efl'ect  of  his  fall  on  Gondomar's 
hopes  for  tlie  conversion  of  £ng- 
laud  to  Catholicism.  146. 
Seel   mote  I.  116,  117.  127.  145. 
248. 
Somerset  House  newly  named  Denmark 

House,  16.1,  mote. 
Southampton,  Lord  Wriothesley   ere* 

ated  Earl  of,  196. 
Spain,  rich  and  coatly  dothes  infamous 
in,  23. 
Pro|)osed  match  between  the  In- 
fanta and  Prince  Charles     Sm 
Charles. 
Her  qiwrrel  with  Savoy,  146. 
Aversion  of  tho  House  of  Commona 
and  the   Puritans  against  any 
alliaiice  with  her,  140. 
Ralegh's  cliarge  of  murder  against 
tlie  Spaniard*  of  St.  Tliome,  394, 
moie. 
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TCRNER. 


Vte  MwW  Kt  her  Oowmmml  oC 
Ihr  mldnMHon  rwiTtJ  of  R»- 
IriHi't  inKmM  npcdition,  4A4. 
TW    |«rly  mjiirMl    bj    Ralrfh't 

•riMMi,  I3&.  437. 
lift*  •  nirtK  to  drtnuid  bw  pwniili* 

Mr»t.  4441 
lot  ATrliNvltop  of«  B«N»*t  new 

vrar*»  fift  to,  2117. 
Bmr  lK«n  Itim  prraHi,  310. 
SfiUl  Smnon,  irriral  oflW,  167. 

Committal    of    Ihr    nrpatlwr    (or 
§^v9ku^  too  lnnaMUy  ocmmI  tht 
H|«ni«h  malrls  Uti  «•/#. 
0ttMibo|«>.  liuffti,  S73. 
••IMoid^.'*  i*«*«<*ir»  iiitrf|Mt1«lMM  o(^  1. 
Voluo  of  the  pfiviktpp  to  lowno  en* 

jojitif  the  tmme,  thid. 
8laplrtowiwitilrrl*iifl.  AvIivkmL 
giar  CiuimbiT,  iu  ncUl  to  Itrj  duam^ff 

di»pui«>«l  hj  Coke,  01. 
Suit   ecHinrtUors  BMtm'*   mhriet   to 
VillKTi  in  rpfiril  to  tJio  cboioo 
9/^  ISI.  3I»— 4S. 
glMibnt*,  Kohrrt,  Mitor  tit  the  *  Lrttcr* 
■ml  UtiBoin*  of  IlMon  (17U3), 
123. 
1W  In4  to  itwrrt  Bocon't  iwrne  at 
ihr  f«ini  of  Uie  nwm\  inom  L«tt«r 
ofAihir«loC<>kr/l33. 
rhnis    nuinT    iHtcn    of  Boeoii, 
from  onsiiMU  not  nom  diicoTcr- 
ablr,  3£l. 


I  fltophriM.  Robot  -^eomttMrnrd. 

See  16S  mo/c  173.  I7J  weU.  221. 

Mf^.  234  aoCe.  3&3  Mte.  S79* 

S83  moteM. 
Stewd,  Dr.,  tuilor  m  ChuMm.  Ti« 

lirr»*a  inttfiinvnct  ia  furat  4 

443^445. 
8l«wwd,  Sir  Franrw,  3Sa 
SiMrt,  L«W  ArabeUa,  3U 
Btasley,  Sir  Lrvu,  anvfU  tadrimm- 

Tnito  RalrpHi  in  hi»  ■tt«iMpb  to 

cwvpe,  3»».  366.  4l:S  wale. 
Balcjch'a  oflWa  to  nruri  hb  «bm- 

ramv,  371.  390  mole. 
nk  Ar«4n|^,  379-Wl.  41S-41S. 
Ilia  inlitimi  for  anoTiMl  Dich» 

tionofiliecaar,»l,381 
BaUith't  fbrpTCMm  of  hiil^  viih 

vaminc,  381  aalf . 
IMaaU  of  hia  draltnp  viUi  v' 

prrrciitioii  of  the  tMipe  of  Ba* 

Wffh,  4(a~410. 
See  411,  413  aolc*.  41S,  416.  ^ 

«oCr.  439  m>fe. 
8ttlblk.  ntomaa  Uoward,  Eari  oC  M 

Trraaurvr    and    ChaiMvUff  if 

Cambridii^  UnitcwilT,  84. 
InvokiHl  bj  the  UnirerFit  J  to  mi* 

the  iictition  of  the  Iowa,  141. 
Joint  kiler  from  him  aad  Bwao 

to  tlie  Kinc,  37M»  279. 
A  warrant  of  kb  iUjodl  it  nli 

320. 
8er  143.  150.  1G3. 197. 283.  »L 


T. 


Triii«on.  Afrli1»itho|t,  Letter  of  adricr  to 
Viiltera  iMit  notiedl  by,  in  hia 
«*  arcount  of  all  the  Lord  Jlaoon'a 
#cirka,"  10. 
See  131. 
Toynham,  Lord,  117.  118. 
Xlielvall,  Kub.,  Master  in  Chaneerj, 

hi»  rv|HM-t  cm  ilw  caao  of  Dr. 

Slcwanl,  413. 
Tlieobald*,  roj  al  park  of,  256. 
Tlieodoaiu*.  a  mriiiK  of,  ISA. 
TlionihurM.Ca|MaiM,  minend  ore  ohown 

br  Keniia  to,  423. 
Throckniorton,  119  ao/e. 
Hn-nne,  Sir  Tltonma,  273. 
Tillage,    enrouniteiiient     of,    recom* 

mended  to   Villien  by   Uaoon, 

47. 
Tipping,  Sir  George,  hia  Chaneeiy  ouit, 

2U3. 
Tobacco  liouaea  and  Iioum*^  for  tlie  mIc 

of  hoi  wafera,  orvlcr  to  be  taken 

tvr  at  tlw  Se^iona^  306. 
Tour,  Baron  de,  2{pG. 


Towcroon,   lii«   pro}Kiiiitioii  about  t^ 

cloth  biisinra^,  7^ 
Tnde,   llacon'a  vieva  aa  to  Uir  bnA 

mode  for  the  eneouragcairat  oC 

22—24.  47—49. 
Traake  or  T1ira»ke,  **  a  dangcrom  ^ 

wm,*'3l5. 
""Fimt  a  Puritan,  then  a  Scptftr 

tilt,  now  a  Jewiah  Cltriitiu  :**  ir 

fluenee  of  hb  eiamplc,  i4itf  m^ 
Treaaon,  doetrinca  bill  down  br  QA» 

in  I*eacham*a  and  Owen  •  ct» 

rrcarding,  93.  93. 
Troaaurr,  Onlers  by  the  Ooammia^ 

ioT  tlie,  317—319. 
Trolte,  Mr.,  iiamplilet  on  the  manlcrif 

Sir  John  Tyndal  **sKltil/F» 

ned*'  by,  115. 
Tuftoo'a  oaee^  379. 
Tiirka,    aiigenitiomi    for   a   hnly  var 

againat  tlic.  ISH. 
Turner,  Dr^  tokl  Itak^h  what  Jwtiff 

Oawdy  aaad   on  hia  deatbbri 

366. 
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VILLIKRS. 


T)tN]iill,Sir  John,  Muiter  in  Chanivry,      T}iidall— fon/iaif^/. 

Diunlcml,  U8.  !  murder,  1(X>— 102.  iSerUertnun. 

Ctrcuuibtttiicvi    which    1«h1  to   \m  >  Hee  VzG  note. 

u. 

VUua,  Jiilmti  H:im-lH*z  tlo,  hir  iMrouiit      Ulster,  phititiilioii  of,  Uil  to  Ihc  itwtitu- 
of  the  priviitiMrinl    of   Hak'uh  lion  of  linroii«-(»,  136. 

U'fon*  the  Coinnii»«iuiu'r«,  3G8 
motr. 


V. 


Vavivor,  Sir  llioniap,  nnil   the  Dutch 

ox|iortorw  of  i»<»hl,  37 1. 
V«*nion,  l^ilv.  313. 
Vcrulaiii,    Itnroiiy    of,    I'OtifornHl    on 

llai-oii,  310. 
VilUrr^  Chnntophrr.  2H«J.  2«J^k 
A'illierB,  Sir  KilwanI,  lf»l. 
Villicr*,  Sir  tleorpr,  ttftcnunnU  Bnron 
Ithvhly,  Vinrouiit  VillicrH,  mid 
Duke  of  Uu('kii>t;hiini,  ni|iitl  ri.^ 
of,  uiM)n  reniovtil  of  Sonicntct,  3, 
4. 
Crealeil  lx)r<l  IJIeehh'j  of  llhvhly, 
iiu<l  Vimtiutit  VilhtTJS  4 — <»•  73. 
Uai'ouV  eounm'l  to  hitn  uiul  opinion 

of  him,  (1--H. 
Kut  hiivheil  ■»  "Favourite,*'  Oftkn 
Dnt'on  for  iitlvici*  in  detail  eon* 
eeniin^  the  dutiei*  of  the  \yo»\' 
tion,  U. 
Li'lter  of  «dviei»  supposed  to  have 
h(vn  written  hy  Daeon  at   hii 
retpient,  i> — 50. 
Re|H>rt(f  to  Ihieon  the  Kin^*!!  (hrec- 
tioni*  for  pnH'«*eding  with  Coke, 
7.H,  7U. 
UeiviveA  «»verturei*  fnuii  l\»kc  for 
M  ni:irriuf:e  In'twivn  liix  diiii^htor 
and  Sir  John  Villiersi,  b^.  U7. 
21S. 
De^in•1l  to  duhftitute    Shute    for 
Whitelock  in  the  gmnt  of  the 
nM  er»ion  ol"  Ro|R«r'n  plnci*,  118. 
Provifiion  made  for  him ;  his  means 

ami  ex|M*cttition»,  115 — 1)8. 
FaliK*  n*|>ort  of  Iuh  death,  1C3. 
8ttid  to  have  nveivrd  an  offer  from 
Ltml   IJnickley  of  jUiO.OOO,  for 
i;«iting  liiti  Kurldom  des|iatchetl 
without  tlelay,  KiTi. 
Move*  the  Kin^  in  the  ntatter,  and 
invites  Uiicon  to  find  procedunts, 

IGH,  ir.i». 
Creati'd  Earl  of  Buckingham,  131 

Oeta  Baoon  matle   Lord  Keeper, 

131   152. 
Kejiortii  to  Bacon  that  tliough  the 


Villiers-  -ro»/»/iw<vA 

pnrtMh'ittM  wen*  not  folly  in 
|K>int,  (he  King  had  found  oilier 
rennons  for  denpiitehing  their 
biiHine*!!  iit  once,  ll»y. 

IJis  ue(]iniiutnnco  with  Toby  Mat* 
thew,  2U,  215, 

Is  not  .o.itiitfled  with  tlie  miirringc 
|K>rtion  ollmfl  hy  C»>ke,  210. 

Is  eoneiiiiited  by  ii  fresh  overture 
with  l>etter  terms,  and  lHi<onies 
an  engor  |mrti!«nii,  221,  223. 

Uis  eorrei*)Hiiidenee  and  tpiarrel 
with  llaeon  on  the  sulijeet,  223, 
22 1,  2;«5-238,  23l)-2l3,  210, 
217— 2451. 

Hi."  eliameter  aeeonling  to  Claren- 
don, 237. 

Ila^  an  interview  with  Bacon,  250. 

Is  nvoneiitxl,  and  intenvdc^s  for 
him  with  the  King,  251—253. 
258. 

Mnkes  friends  with  Lady  Hat  ton. 


•* 


His*  letters  to  Bnrnn  in  favour  of 
suiton*.  why  niori*  fn^tpieiit  after 
the  n-nmeiliution  than  U'foru, 
258,  25U. 

Usual  form  of  such  letters.  No 
renwn  to  sup|H>!M*  that  they  wen» 
meiint  to  iiiterfen>  with  the 
course  of  justiiH?,  25y,  2(H).  273, 
and  note.  21«— 21)6.  21*7.  2*J8, 
<tMd»ote.    311.  HI. 

RcfuMtm  to  be  made  Lortl  High 
AdminU.  Is  mode  a  Maiquis, 
280. 

Oivos  a  new  year's  feast,  at  which 
Haeon  is  made  Lord  Chancellor, 
287. 

Writ«  to  Bacon  in  Iwlmlf  of  Dr. 
Htewanl,  who  complained  of  a 
derrt*e  against  him,  and  proTails 
U|Hm  hiiu  to  modif?  it,  441, 443. 
445. 

!•  the  ordinary  medium  of  com- 
munication between  the  King 
and  Bacon,  258. 
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WOOL. 


-    I 


liHIrr*  fnrnn  liii«l«  IWrim,«rittm 

!«».  iw.  2ii».  sr»i.  afii.  2<»** 
a;-!.  «7i.  27;..  27:».  »«».  »*3 
••m  r.Ki.  3111.  a«H.  ais.  aso. 

311..  a7i.  37«.  377.  4H.  I3i». 
Urttrrv  »nU<m  on  bw  t»««  •rroMiil, 
»7.   2t3.  173.  27*.  a».  tHO. 
SB.  £13.  SI6.  SU7.  2»l.  3(tt. 


A*  iUim — romiimm^i, 

311.  313.  3 IX   312.  37^.   377. 
413.  411.  117. 

/W  llta<im,KniiM44.    Jamrs  I. 

ViOarrw,  Sir  Ji*lin,  tmillirr  .if  llir  alHtv«>, 

hU  m*rriaur»  with  t%4i«»'-*  cUM;;k- 

%er,  t\K  219.  23«.  2-'»7. 

.<W  212.  22S.  332.  23k 


I 


w. 


Wakr,  Arthur,  f»ltirr  of  Sw  I 

Wakr,  l«MW,  Afiiiit  at  tin*  Owirt,  St«iy, 
liilit-r  lt»,  fnwi  lUroM,  |»roi4«rinj5 

\VaHit«i:f«»nl  !*tml,  201,  2fi«.  2«3. 

WaU«*r,  Sir  W^  •»"  I  Ik"  rtMi.lilMm  of  Uir 
ToMrt  of  CliaiMvnr.  126  aWr. 

War.     .''^  IV'rto'  ■ml  War. 

War«K  1  mirt  ••f,  tniw-fi'rmix  of  flie 
Mao|«'r»1ii|i  fnmi  I  onl  WftHim;- 
fonl  lo  Nir  LiMiicI  CVaiilirhl,  Sfrl. 

War«U  m  ln-l:in.l.  iiin»n»romrfit  in  tlie  I 

n*r<<nui*   fniin,  3-*'».        '^  321 

a«i/^. 
WarfiiiL.  Mrlil'im  of. liow confrtwl  on 

Yi«<tttinl  I#iU%  Itifi. 
W»lrff«»ril,  •»«••  «»f    »*w   four  ancirnl 

•tAftio  lf>wti«  of  Iri'ltind,  2. 
W«*Moii,  Sir  AiillioiiT.  an  niillMMPilj  of 

m»%iilii.%  13'.».*2:m;. -iri^J.  , 

Wcitloii.    Kirhanl,  uii«b*r-pM>W  of  ibc  . 

TiiKr.-r,  llH. 
Wfxf«wl  INaiilafion,  IrcUml.  20fi. 
WliMildon  an.!  Niifih,  lhM'kin2|mra4iirP 

M»iion»  i!r«nU'«l  lo  Villior*,  4. 

sn-  a.  7. 

Whit«'l«>cke.  .l.inM»«,  •umMw1«T»  bin 
iMlcnl  f«»r  the  rrriTwion  of 
••  Ro|ht'*  I'hiw/*  tis,  Wl.  117. 

Wliifina.  Dr..  12:». 

Whitnry.or  Witm»y.C:ii»tiiin  in  Kalojeh  • 
ox^H«<lilioii/lriivtH»  the  il**!*!,  and 
C(H*«  "to  IfMik  fnr  h(>iiit*wanl- 
b«mml    imti."     1»>.    421.    aUH 

••Tlio  mo*t  inwanl"  with  Ralogh, 

417. 
WilMin,  Sir  Tlioma*,  kivpT  npjwtjitrcl 
to  wntrh  Kiilogh  in  the  Tower, 
hill  inotnict  ions  357  niiil  ao/e. 
III!*  rvul  ettip'oyment,  aeconling  to 

Mr.  J.  A.  St'.  Joliii,  ibitlmte, 
II is  niiniit«f  <»f  coiirerwition  with 
Ralegh,  317.  425-427. 
Sit  (ON  mofe. 
WilUhirv  ^otllwo^ker^  their  eom|ilaiiit 
again!*!   j«rohihi!ion  of  rx|w>rla- 
tioii  ofunihe*!  el<»tha,  72.  74. 


Winch,  Rir  llnmplirrr.  Chief  JiHfi 

of  In-UmI,  afNiointeil  a  trfrrre 
on  llie  Tatevit  for  lnn«,  in  plaro 
of  Xieliollp,  ilerrai^^l,  H3. 
CiihvjiM*  I  hx  llartHi,  dt5. 
WiiM^H-t.f,  lli4iop  of,  »«,  405. 
WimW,  Sir    Robert,  autbiMnitj   for  m 
rtaieniiMrt  with  rrtpinl  to  a  ron- 
fi>«i*toa  of  Mannmirjr's  102  moi^^ 
Winwoo<l,  Kir  Ra1|ili,  Mi«l  to  have  urtgtd 
Rabish  to  fall  upon  tin*  Mexaeo 
fli«el,  170. 
Inlen-«'«U**  in  behalf  of  Tt^by  Mat- 

lliew.  21.K  2lfi. 
On  tlie  •hlTi'n'iieei*  hetarom  Ooiio 

aiNl  ht4  wife,  219.  320. 
Itfovea  tlir  Qut^m  to  u«e  her  in- 

rtiieiiee  in  CokeV  lN4ialf,  SSI. 
Conreyp  to  Viiliera  a*ke'«  npnbv 
ipcii  an»l  impn>reil  olR»r»  in  Ibo 
matter  i»f  bin   ilaiifrhler'a  mar- 
rta^e,  ihid. 
Hi*  qn:»m*l  with'  IVieon,  S2S  ami 

mofi'. 
B:it^oit*«  opinion  of  h'w  Itelukviour, 

223.  221.  2:13.  2  Ul. 
Fumitibeil  Coke  with  tlie  warrant 
wlieivb?  he  fvcorerwl  hi*  daii|;h- 
ter,  220. 
AeipmintcHl  with  tlio  Kins'*  witibea 
coiiemiins  tlie  inateh,  before  Ibo 
riM  of  the  Council,  22S»— 231. 
I1i!itliiith,271. 

Tart  lakiMi  bf  him  with  recartl  to 
Ritlenh's  Kspt^Ution,  31*.  »t:». 
3H5.  38(1. 

Set  Hi.   1U   101.  107.  809. 
220.  205.  272.  321  ao/e. 
Witbrriiiistona,    cliar;^     apiinat    llie, 

101. 
Withipolf,  Sir  Eilmonil  ami  I^clj,S23. 

227.  229.  250  mote, 
Witner.     'Ve  Wbitner. 
Wood!  Mas<liilen,  wiic  of  Sir  T.  TaU 
inontloa,  date  of  bor  death,  174 
uoti. 
Wool,  ••  tuple  *•  priTilfgei*  eonfenwd  on 
certain  towns  in  Irdand 
to,  2,  3. 


WOOL. 
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ZACIIARV. 


Wool  — contimued. 

Sr^   Clothvrnrkcr«.      Trolniid. 
Worcester,  Edwanl,  Earl  of,  Jjoni  Privy 

Still,  235.  :i83.  291.  3U2.   356. 

413.  416. 
Worre»tcniliire      Clofliworkori,    com* 

}>liiiitt(i  of  the,  72.  74. 
>\''oltAn,  K.,  2R:I. 
WotilAMon,  Captnin  in  Balof»li'»  npe* 

ilitHtn,  Icarcs  the  fltvt  to  lixtk 

for  lioinowarcl'hotintl  ni(*n,  3118 


WoulttPtcn—  COM  ftMtted. 
Se^  420.  424. 
Wraynliain,  noiiteiice  pronounced  upon 

in  Star  Chamber  for  a  complaint 

ncainht  1)n4*«>n,  311. 
Wriotho!*lcy,  Thomnn,  Lord,  how   in- 

rcritod    with   the    Earldom    of 

Southampton,  196. 
Wychc,  Mr.,  Clinnoory  Suitor,  rcoom- 

mcnded  to  Vncon  by   Villicni, 

377. 
Wymnrke,  Nod,  126  uote. 


X. 

.\cnrii,  wept  to  think  u|K>n  tho  mortality  of  his  army,  110.  114. 

Y. 


Yi'Ucrton,  Sir  ITcnTT.  S<>h<'itor  Ocncml, 

and       iuhstoqucnlly      Attorney 

General,  88.  156.  \\)7. 
Drew    up  a  st^itenient    in    Lord 

Darry**  caM%  10  k 
Ofden'd  to  prosecute  Coke  in  the 

Star  Chamber  for  fon«  and  riot, 

229. 
Coke*»  dauchter  committed  to  hia 

charge,  itiid. 
Kflfvta  a  reconriliation    between 

lierparrnta,231.  210. 


Yelvcrton,  Sir  Ifcnry — cottfinin^d. 

Mivt»  the  King  at  Coventry,  216. 
llid  re))ort  to  Vacon  of  the  state  of 
alfair*  at  Court,  217,  24H. 
Hee  291.307.  308.  311  nofe. 
,339.  311.  ?eiHnof0', 
York,  Tobias  Matthew,  Archbtsliop  nf, 
applitnl  to  by  Bacon  for  a  lease 
of  York  House,  168.  195  note. 
270,  271. 
Youghall,  priTilcfre  of  the  Staple  con* 
ferrrd  on,  156. 


z. 

Zadwry,  boat  owner,  hinnl  to  aid  in  RaleghV  attempt  to  escape,  415. 
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